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By Nelson A. King
Canada’s Minister of 

International Cooperation 
Beverley J. Oda, announced 
on Feb. 10 her country’s 
support for local eco-
nomic development in the 
Caribbean to the tune of 
CAN$20 million. 

Through a Canadian 
International Development 
Agency (CIDA) funded 
project, Oda said the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) will 
assist local Caribbean 
municipalities build and 
strengthen their local econ-
omies.  

She said the Caribbean 
Local  Economic 
Development (CARILED) 

ATTACK ATTACK 
ON THE ON THE 
PRESSPRESS

Members of Tutor Our Children, NY rally to pre-

serve funding for after-school programs for 90,000 

low-income students statewide trapped in failing 

schools.  See page 3.  Photo by Marcia Maxwell.

Continued on page 4

Trinidad PM condemns police

The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

LAMINATES
Any Room

$699
FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$399
www.1800RugsRUs.com

(up to 288 sq ft)

1-800-784-7787

Bridging The Gap
By Bert  Wilkinson

No one, including expatriate Trinidad 
and Tobago Police Commissioner Dwayne 
Gibbs seems to know exactly why a bat-

tery of police officers invaded the offices 
of Trinidad’s Newsday newspaper in Port 
of Spain last week, spent several hours 

Continued on page 4
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community classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555

TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 718-260-2555 Fax: 718-260-2549

Email:  classified@cnglocal.com
In Person: 1 MetroTech Center North

Brooklyn, NY 11201

WE’RE OPEN
Monday through Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

DEADLINE
Every Monday at 12:00 pm for new ads,

renewals, changes, or cancellations.

Employment Pgs 35-40

• Sales Help Wanted
• Medical Help Wanted
• General Help Wanted
• And More

• Professional, Commercial
   And Residential Services
• Attorneys
• Home Improvement
• Moving & Storage

• Financing / Loans
• Business For Sale
• Misc. Business Opps
• And More

• Rentals
• Properties For Sale
• Open Houses
• Commercial RE
• And More

• Career Training
• Education Services
• Tutoring
• And More

• Autos For Sale
• Autos Wanted
• And More

• Beauty Care
• Handymen
• Home Improvement
• And More

• Garage / Yard Sales
• Merchandise Wanted
• Merchandise For Sale
• And More

Here’s My Card Pgs 46-47 Real Estate Pgs 47-48 Services Pg 48 Automotive Pg 48

Business Opps Pg 40 Instruction Pgs 35-37, 40 Merchandise Pg 41

                CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
                PRINT & ONLINE SALES

Location: Downtown Brooklyn (MetroTech Ctr.)

We are seeking motivated classifi ed advertising sales
representatives for our group of 40+ weekly and monthly

newspapers, annual magazines and specialty publications.
News Corporation’s Community Newspaper Group (CNG)

is dedicated to providing advertising services to local
community and regional businesses. The position involves

selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve
and exceed customers’ expectations, maintaining and
developing a client base and seeking new business

opportunities via telephone.

Requirements:
• Clear speaking voice
• Computer literate
• Ability to work unsupervised and in a close team environment
• Previous sales experience highly regarded

Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, Medical

Please send your resume and cover letter to 
Email: atarley@cnglocal.com

EOE

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

Why pay more 
for

Your gas bill?
When working for us,

you can get your
Con Ed or Nat’l Grid

Bill lowered!
Consultants 

Needed Now!
P/T or F/T 

Free training available
Call Dennis 

646-327-0601
Go to our Websites:
www.denys.energy526.com 
www.denys.joinambit.com

Real Estate Sales 
Immed. Hire. 

No experience Neces-
sary. Great Training. 

Good 
commission split. 
For more info call 

Patricia R.E. 
347-385-8597

➤ EMPLOYMENT Career Training
Education 260

Medical Office Assistant - EKG Tech - Phlebotomy - Medical Lab Tech - Medical Records Clerk - 
Medical Transcriber Medical Claims Clerk - Medical Claims Analyst - Medical Records Supervisor 

- Medical Office Administrator - Medical Lab Supervisor - Medical Office Manager - 
Medical Insurance Processor - Medical Secretary - Medical Billing - Medical Coding and More

Don’t Settle For Less, Reward Yourself With One Of These Growing Medical Careers!

TAKE ACTION TODAY FOR SUCCESS TOMORROW

FRANKLIN CAREER INSTITUTE
The Key to Your Success

DON’T WAIT TO BE LAID-OFF OR DOWNSIZED
BEFORE YOU START TO UPSIZE YOUR CAREER

In Today’s Economic Climate, Upsizing Your Career Should Be A
Primary Concern. Through Our Complimentary Career Assessment

We Can Show You How Easy It Is To Upsize Your Career To One Of The
Exciting and Good Paying Medical Careers Listed Below:

The Allied Medical Industry Is Growing
By Leaps and Bounds!

SPINNERS RULE
REGIONAL CRICKET
TOURNAMENT
Page 29

AMBROISEAMBROISE
RELEASESRELEASES
“JAZZPORA”“JAZZPORA”
Page 21Page 21

Canadian 
economic 
aid for the 
Caribbean
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Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued on page 16

Bahamas

Despite the region 
spending millions of 
dollars to secure airlift 
to the Caribbean, ticket 
prices are still too high 
and remain insufficient 
to sustain the indus-
try, according to Josef 
Forstmayr, president 
the Caribbean Hotel and  
Tourism Association 
(CHTA).

He was at the time 
addressing at the opening 
of Caribbean Marketplace 
at the Atlantis Resort on 
Paradise Island in the 
Bahamas.

Forstnayr estimated 
in 2010 the Caribbean 
governments “collec-
tively paid $45 million 
– only to find that our 
airlift is still inadequate 
and way too expensive 
for our visitors,” 

The CHTA president 
noted intra-Caribbean 
tourism “once repre-
sented 13 percent of 
the region’s tourism, as 
much as Canada, The 
combined population of 
Caribbean countries is 
40 million.”

Bahamas

Authorities in the 
Bahamas say a 26-year-
old U.S. tourist died 
aboard a Carnival cruise 
ship and the cruise was 
delayed pending the 
investigation.

Police said in a state-
ment that a man from 
South Carolina appar-
ently jumped from one 
floor to another aboard 
the Carnival Fantasy that 
had docked in Nassau 
recently. He was declared 
dead at the scene.

Carnival issued a 
statement saying the 
guest apparently fell. 

By Azad Ali
A fast ferry service 

between the Eastern 
Caribbean islands is soon 
to start sailing.

This was revealed by 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Transport Minister Devant 
Maharaj who told a post 
Cabinet news conference 
at the Diplomatic Centre, 
Port of Spain recently 
that the company man-
aging the service, Fast 
Caribbean Ltd., has agreed 
to provide 100,000 seats 
per year at a special price 
of $10 a ticket but the 
average price for citizens 
of T&T would be between 
$25 and $35 a seat.

The ferry will also 
transport goods.

Maharaj said a Cabinet 
appointed team is in nego-
tiations with the company 
to set up the ferry serv-
ice.

He stressed that the ini-
tiative was a private sector 
one and that government 
would be putting no cash 
in the service.

He said the fast ferry 
proposal, which the team 
would be reviewing pro-
poses to launch the serv-
ice in 2012 and it would 
be based in Port of Spain.

Phase one of the serv-
ice, he said, would offer 
trips to the islands of 
Grenada, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, St. Lucia 
and Barbados.

Maharj said Fast 
Caribbean Ltd, Barbados-
based consortium, will 
charter from owners 
Montrose Global a 112-
meter wave piercing cata-
maran similar to those 
operating on the Trinidad 
to Tobago route.

The minister said a 
minimum capital start 
up of $12 million was 
required for the service.

But he noted that the 
private sector team was 
proposing to raise $20 
million.

The catamaran would 
leave Port of Spain at 
6:00 a.m. and arrive in 
Barbados (the last stop on 
its route at 6:00 p.m.)

Maharaj said once 
commercially viable in 

phase one of the project, 
additional routes will be 
added.

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Suruj Rambachan said the 
ferry would help promote 
tourism, while Trade and 
Industry Minister Stephen 
Cadiz said it would bring 
cheaper freight charges for 
business in the region.

Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar first 
announced its intention to 
have a ferry service link-
ing Trinidad and Tobago 
and the Eastern Caribbean 
in September last year and 
invited proposals from suit-
able investors in October 
2011.

Five companies respond-
ed and Fast Ferry Caribbean 
Ltd was selected.

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Prime 
Minister Dr. Ralph 
Gonsalves has welcomed 
the plan for a ferry serv-
ice to the four southern 
Caribbean islands.

He said he does not 
see the initiative compet-
ing with either Caribbean 
Airlines Ltd or Liat, 
However, he said it pro-
vides an opportunity for 
the discussion on one 
Caribbean air carrier.

Fast Caribbean ferry service

T&T Foreign Affairs Minister Suruj Rambachan. 
 AP Photo/David Karp

By Bert Wilkinson
Facing a criminal 

charge of rape, embattled 
Police Chief Henry Greene 
has secured a temporary 
court order barring jun-
ior officers from charging 
him as he challenges the 
recommendation from the 
state prosecutor’s office to 
indict him on the felony 
charge, saying the evi-
dence in the complaint is 
too weak to secure a con-
viction.

Greene, through a bat-
tery of lawyers on Tuesday, 
Feb. 10, was able to per-
suade Chief Justice Ian 
Chang to hold off the 
charge until Feb. 20, when 
the court hears the motion 
for a second time.

Government last month 
asked Greene, 57, to step 
aside while it investigates a 
complaint from a 34-year-
old married mother of 
two that he took her to a 

city hotel and raped her 
after she had approached 
him for help in a separate 
police matter.

If he is indeed charged, 
he would be the first com-
missioner and highest 
ranking member of the 
disciplined services to be 
hauled before the courts 
on a charge of such a 
nature. It will also signal 
his certain dismissal from 
a force he has served since 
the 1970s.

Greene made it clear in 
his arguments presented 
to the court on Tuesday 
that the sex was consen-
sual and followed social 
time together before when 
the two had “beverages” 
at senior police officers 
club and later went to the 
motel consensually.

His lawyers want the 
court to rule that the chief 
state prosecutor should 
“quash her advice” to local 

police that he should be 
charged with the offence 
saying that “the applicant 
ought not to be prosecuted 
for the offence as the real-
istic prospect of convic-
tion’ was not met.”

The scandal has stunned 
the Caribbean trade bloc 
nation and the case has 
attracted widespread cov-
erage on a daily basis.

In 2006 on the day he 

became chief, the US gov-
ernment revoked his visa, 
suggesting that he had 
benefited directly from the 
drug trade, charges he has 
denied.

Several senior current 
and former officers with 
whom Greene served over 
the decades, including 
predecessor and legislator 
Winston Felix, recall sev-
eral less than consensual 
sexual encounters Greene 
has had with junior female 
ranks, many of whom have 
remained quiet because of 
the shame and embarrass-
ment.

It is unclear whether 
any of them will step for-
ward to give evidence on 
behalf of the woman if he 
is charged. Lawyers say 
the effort to prevent the 
charge being instituted 
is rather novel and look 
forward to the final court 
ruling.

Top cop on trial for rape, buys time

Commissioner Henry 
Greene.  File photo

By Nelson A. King
After concluding Article IV 

consultation with government 
authorities and other officials 
in Trinidad and Tobago, the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) says “there is concrete 
evidence” that the twin-island 
republic’s economy is “turn-
ing the corner.”

Judith Gold, head of the 
IMF mission, which visited 
Trinidad and Tobago from 
Feb. 1-10, said on Feb. 10 that 
economic growth will resume 
in 2012, “notwithstanding the 
ongoing technical disruptions 
in the energy sector.” 

She said real economic 
activity is projected to increase 
by 1.7 percent in 2012, “as pri-
vate sector credit expansion 
gains momentum; the resolu-
tion of a large failed insurance 
company (CLICO) proceeds; 
the faster pace of government 
investment continues; and 
energy production returns to 
normal, as the maintenance 
work is completed while ener-
gy prices remain high.”

Still, the mission head said 
there are downside risks to the 
forecast, stemming from the 
global economic environment, 
uncertainty in gas prices, and 
possible delays in the imple-
mentation of the public sector 
investment program.

“The economic slowdown 
that began with the global 
financial crisis has been more 
profound and lasted longer 
than anticipated,” said Gold, 
adding that the economy is 
estimated to have contracted 
by 1.3 percent in 2011, after 
recording no growth in 2010 
and a significant decline in 
2009. 

She said ample buffers, 
including savings in the 
Heritage and Stabilization 
Fund, low public debt, and 
high international reserves, 
have cushioned the impact of 
the crisis, including the fail-
ure of CLICO. 

Gold said while unemploy-
ment has increased during 
this period, it remains low at 
5.8 percent. 

She said inflation, despite 
its recent resurgence, due to 
volatility in food prices, also 
remains moderate at 5.3 per-
cent.

Trinidad 
economy 
‘turning 
the corner’
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By Vinette K. Pryce
“The key thing is to remember 

this: that all things are possible for 
those who believe. And we always 
believed, we always knew we could 
get here.” -- Giants head coach Tom 
Coughlin said at City Hall.

The Superbowl-winning Giants 
coach may have been making a state-
ment relevant to every athlete; how-
ever, the poignant message might 
have resonated most on Caribbean 
nationals who shared the victory and 
comprised the championship team.

Among the Big Blue champions, 
Kevin Booth a 320-pound New York-
born Jamaican represented. Although 
he was not born on the island, the 
guard and offensive lineman for the 
New York Giants boasts roots from 
Jamaica. Both his parents Charles 
and Patreca Langley-Boothe hail 
from the parish of Clarendon.

The tourist board of Puerto Rico 
could not have had a better promoter 
than Victor Cruz who may be for-
ever known as Mr. Salsa. During the 
deciding game in Indianapolis the 
wide receiver had fans, young and 
old mimicking his trademarked Latin 
dance steps each time the Giants 
made a touch-down. 

And 6ft 4in, 328-pound, Linval 
Joseph hails from St. Croix. The 23 
year-old, defensive tackle for the 
team made history for the Virgin 
Islands by being first from his coun-
try to play in the Superbowl. Joseph 
skipped his final year at East Carolina 
University to enter the National 

Football League. He signed a four-
year deal earning $4.1 million. The 
contract also includes a guarantee of 
making 2.5 million. 

They were among the players New 
York City showered with love and 
ticker Tuesday as they rode through 
the Canyon of Heroes cheered by mil-
lions of adoring fans.

Afterwards at City Hall they joined 

teammates to shout:  “We got a ring.”
As the nation watched live, tel-

evision coverage, friends and family 
members from the region cheered 
the milestone achievement.

Either way, Superbowl XLVI will 
be remembered for representation on 
both teams from Caribbean nationals 
born in Spanish, French and English 
countries in the region.

Caribs as XLVI pioneers

New England Patriots Vince Wilfork #75 in action against New York 
Giants Kevin¬†Boothe #75 at Super Bowl XLVI on Sunday, February 5, 
2012 in Indianapolis, IN. The Giants defeated the Patriots 21-17. 
 (AP Photo/Gregory Payan)

By Marcia Maxwell
Parents rallied on the steps of City 

Hall Wednesday, Feb. 8 to call on the 
New York State Board of Regents 
to save free after-school tutoring by 
carving out a waiver for Supplemental 
Education Services (SES). The New 
York campaign for Tutor Our Children 
coordinated the rally, which was led 
by Adrienne Nyamsi, director and the 
Rev. Takarkah Robinson, founder and 
CEO of The Brooklyn Anti-Violence 
Coalition. 

Almost 90,000 low-income students 
trapped in failing schools across New 
York State receive free tutoring serv-
ices to help bridge the achievement 
gap.  New York State is in the proc-
ess of applying for a full waiver from 
various requirements of the No Child 
Left Behind law. If this materializes, 
all SES funds which -- in addition to 
providing underprivileged students 
with free tutoring,  also engage par-
ents by giving them an opportunity 
to choose the supplementary educa-
tional services best suited for their 
children, will be eliminated.

The Board of Regents was sched-

uled to decide Monday. Feb. 13, 
whether to approve the state’s waiver 
application. 

The Tutor Our Children New 
York coalition was formed to protect 
Supplemental Education Services for 
87,500 New York students in need. 
The coalition includes parents, con-

cerned community-based organiza-
tions and tutoring service providers 
across the state working to protect 
free after-school tutoring for needy 
children in low-performing schools. 
There are currently 39 coalition 
members, and the number continues 
to grow. 

Campaign to save after-school tutoring

Adrienne Nyamsi,  director of the New York Campaign for Tutor Our 
Children,  the Rev. Takarkah Robinson, founder and CEO of The 
Brooklyn Anti-Violence Coalition and members of the coalition are 
accompanied by parents at the of the coalition at the City Hall rally.
 Photo by Marcia Maxwell.

By Nelson A. King
The director of the International Monetary 

Fund’s (IMF) Western Hemisphere Department, 
Nicolás Eyzaguirre, has warned that weaker world 
growth will adversely affect economic activity in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Eyzaguirre said in Washington on Feb. 14 that 
the IMF has “sharply marked down” its forecast for 
world growth, “and it now expects a mild recession 
in the euro area.”

Concretely, the Fund expects the world economy 
to grow by just 3.25 percent in 2012, three-quarter 
percentage points lower than its September fore-
casts, Eyzaguirre said.

“As for Latin America and the Caribbean, a 
weaker world economy and softer commodity 
prices translate into a gloomier outlook,” he said. 

“We’ve marked down our growth forecasts for 
the region as a whole by about 0.5 percent for this 
year. The overall markdown for Latin America is 
a bit smaller than for the globe, because much of 
the region’s economies still enjoy good domes-
tic momentum and stable financial systems,” he 
added. 

Moreover, Eyzaguirre said commodity prices 
remain “well above their long-term trend,” despite 
the recent decline, stating that external financing 
remains “relatively cheap and readily available.”

He said while global uncertainties have “sparked 
volatility in capital inflows, we have yet to observe 
a reversal.

“But to be sure, there is a lot of variation in 
our forecast revisions within the region,” said IMF 
director, cautioning that growth in the Caribbean 
“will continue to lag, held back by weak tourism 
flows from advanced countries and high public 
debt.

“But let me emphasize, the outlook for the region 
hinges on policy action in Europe. Policymakers 
there need to intensify their efforts to contain 
the crisis, and put an end to the rise in sovereign 
spreads and the cutback in bank lending that 
threaten the global economy in 2012,” he said. 

Eyzaguirre said these efforts should be sup-
ported by “appropriate” policy actions elsewhere in 
the advanced and emerging world.

Otherwise, he warned that world growth in 2012 
could be some 2 percentage points lower, “drag-
ging down commodity prices and heightening 
financial strains. 

“For our region, this would mean more sluggish 
exports, worse terms of trade, and tighter borrow-
ing conditions,” he said. 

Eyzaguirre, therefore, urged regional policy-
makers to take action on three fronts. 

Firstly, he recommended that they rebuild fiscal 
buffers, to maintain fiscal credibility and prepare 
for a further deterioration in global conditions.

Secondly, he urged that policymakers be ready 
to ease monetary policy, “where strong institu-
tions and low inflation would permit it. Watch 
financial systems closely for signs of stress.”

Lastly, Eyzaguirre recommended that regional 
policymakers maintain flexible exchange rates, 
stating that IMF research shows that “these buffer 
shocks, particularly from commodity prices.”

Gloomy outlook 
for Caribbean 
economies
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searching computers, files 
and other company property 
before carting away com-
puter hard drives and flash 
drives, as well as other mate-
rial in a move that shocked 
all across the island’s politi-
cal divide.

The hitherto unprecedent-
ed move forced the admin-
istration of Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar to 
condemn the action of the 
police, distance itself from 
passing any orders to the 
effect and to demand expla-
nations from the already 
beleaguered police chief, 
under fire for a series of 
administrative gaffes includ-
ing the force’s inability to 
stem gang-related murders.

“The execution of a search 
warrant on a media house by 
police officers is an extreme 
act,” said a clearly embar-
rassed office of the prime 
minister. “As such, it must 
be proportionate to the 
nature of the offence under 
investigation and the cir-
cumstances of alleged crime. 
The government does not 
know what prompted such 

strong action but expects a 
mature, disciplined, profes-
sional and responsible use 
of force by the police in the 
execution of their duties,” 
Persad-Bissessar said.

That it is the second 
time in weeks detectives 
had invaded a newsroom 
stunned nearly everyone in 
the media fraternity across 
the Caribbean, triggering 
widespread condemnation 
and calls for the head of the 
police chief and explana-
tions as to why police had 
felt compelled to violate the 
newsroom of a media house 
in a non-criminal matter.

Opposition PNM leader 
Keith Rowley said the action 
of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Police Service in this matter, 
was “hopelessly misguided 
and an abuse of the rights 
of citizens to know what is 
being done to them and in 
their name.” 

“If this is allowed to 
become an acceptable way of 
doing investigations in this 
country, then the very essen-
tial freedom of the press 
which is enshrined in our 
Constitution will be effective-

ly destyroyed and the popula-
tion will be at the mercy of 
the Executive, which would 
always want to keep embar-
rasing information from the 
knowledge of the public.”

Prakash Ramadhar, lead-
er of the minority opposi-
tion faction, COP said the 
police action ”is  an atro-
cious attack on the freedom 
of the press,and we must all 
be vigilant to ensure that this 
is not repeated in the almost 
callous way it has been.” 

“If you don’t have con-
fidentiality of your sources 
you have nothing,” he added. 
“And this is an arrow in the 
heart of the responsibilities 
and authority of the media.”

At center of issue is the 
belief among members of 
the national integrity com-
mission that reporter Andre 
Bagoo had had an inside 
track to commission mem-
bers, allowing him to carry 
newspaper stories based 
on leaks from commission 
insiders.

Frustrated with the con-
tinuing reportage, police 
obtained search warrants 
and brushed aside internal 

security to carry out their 
search, seize property and 
later took Baggo to his city 
home to conduct a further 
search and confiscation of 
private property.

Both PNM and COP oppo-
sition groups also demanded 
answers from the police high 
command in 24 hours, while 
the umbrella Trinidad-based 
Association of Caribbean 
Media Workers (ACM) said 
the “actions of the police reek 
of intimidation and can be 
interpreted as an attempt to 
put a damper on media efforts 
to get to the bottom of a mat-
ter of great public interest 
and concern.” Additionally, 
it said that “we are not com-
forted by government claims 
of ignorance in the face of 
this threat to press freedom 
in Trinidad and Tobago and 
call on the administration to 
clearly state its specific posi-
tion on the actions of this 
arm of the national security 
infrastructure.”

Again, as condemnations 
continue to pour in, the 
country’s top cop said he had 
no prior knowledge of the 
raid.   

Pols upset over police raid Support for Carib 
economic growthContinued from cover

project will help to 
“improve local commu-
nities, establish business 
environments to support 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises.

“Canada’s local munici-
palities not only work to 
provide Canadians with 
safe, vibrant and prosper-
ous communities, for 25 
years they also shared 
their expertise with other 
in developing countries 
around the world,” Oda 
said. 

“Canadians can take 
pride in the membership 
of the FCM and in the 
work they will undertake 
to help local Caribbean 
communities strength-
en their local economic 
development and increase 
business opportunities in 
6 different countries,” she 
added. 

The Canadian Minister of 
International Corporation 
said CARILED will sup-
port up to 50 local gov-
ernments and agencies, 

which, in turn, “will reach 
up to 500 small enterpris-
es in six countries.

“By working directly 
with local governments, 
local authorities, and a 
wide range of stakehold-
ers, this project will use 
local resources and cre-
ate new jobs, stimulating 
local economic growth,” 
she said. 

The announce-
ment took place at the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities’ annual 
Sustainable Communities 
Conference, in Ottawa, 
Canada, with the participa-
tion of the FCM President, 
Berry Vrbanovic, and the 
High Commissioner of 
the Bahamas and Dean of 
the CARICOM Diplomats, 
Michael D. Smith. 

“Since 1987, the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities has suc-
cessfully delivered high-
quality international pro-
gramming through the 
involvement of Canadian 
municipal experts.

Continued from cover

SMILES THAT LAST A LIFETIME

COSMETIC DENTISTRY

BRACES

ROOT CANALS

LASER DENTISTRY

EXTRACTIONS

IMPLANTS

LUMINEERS

LAMINATION

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

Business Hours: 
Mon, Thurs & Fri 11am - 7pm

 Sat 11am - 4pm
WALK-INS WELCOME

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Most Insurance Accepted.
All Major Credit Cards Accepted.

SORE FEET? 
WE CAN HELP!

Jamaica Hills Podiatrist/Foot Specialist
Experience the Difference in Foot Care

We Specialize in the Treatment of:
Bunions & Corns
Calluses
Ingrown Nails
Hammer Toes
Heel Pain

Warts
Spirs
Pain Ankle
Cramping
Flat Feet

Pain in the Balls of Feet
Burning Nerve Ending
Diabetic Footcare
Children Foot Problems
Whirlpool / Foot Massage

DENTIST: 718.291.6871  88-35 164TH ST. SUITE DN  |  JAMAICA, NY 11432 PODIATRIST: 718.206.0011

UNDER ONE ROOF

INITIAL FOOT 
EXAM & 

CONSULTATION
*NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$35
Reg $100

Hours:  Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat 11am - 4pm

JAMAICA SMILE DESIGN DENTAL P.C.

WALK-INS WELCOME

We Speak 
Russian

Kreyol and 
Spanish
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000
* MONTHLY PAY-

MENT BASED ON

YEAR FIXED RATE

MORTGAGE AT

4.85 %. 

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

Poconos Pennsylvania  Builder -- 90 mins. from NYC!

It’s a brand new year and time to

Stop Renting and 
Start Owning!

Buy a new home and pocket $5,000 at closing!
3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING

ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT /  WHIRLPOOL  
COMPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE

/ FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR GARAGE / COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$6,808 DOWN PAYMENT 
$1,544 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE BRIDGEVILLE I

NOW $194,500
•  •  2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / KITCHEN W/ ISLAND
BAR / 2ND FLOOR FAMILY LOFT AREA / LARGE LIVING
ROOM WITH FIREPLACE / 2 CAR GARAGE C0MPLETE

APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE TOWER / 
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$9,600 DOWN PAYMENT  
$2,154 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE HOMESTEAD

NOW $273,900
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST, TAXES
AND INSURANCE

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /  
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$7,000 DOWN PAYMENT  
$1,585 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE
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In celebration of Black History 
Month, 10 direct descendants 
and family members of histor-
ic icon Harriet Ross Tubman, 
including Charles E.T. Ross 
(great-great-great nephew) and 
Valery Ross Manokey (great-great 
niece/oldest living descendant 
on eastern shore) visited The 
Presidents Gallery by Madame 
Tussauds <http://www.madame-
tussauds.com/washington/>  to 
help unveil a new wax likeness 
of the renowned abolitionist and 
conductor of the Underground 
Railroad at the attraction, 1001 
F St. NW (corner of 10th and F 
Streets, Washington, DC.

“Harriet Tubman was an incred-
ible woman whose accomplish-
ments and contributions played 
a pivotal role in the history of the 
United States, cementing her sta-
tus as a true American icon,” said 
Dan Rogoski, General Manager 
of The Presidents Gallery by 
Madame Tussauds.  “We are hon-
ored to have Harriet Tubman’s 
descendants with us today for the 
unveiling and induction of her 
wax figure into our expanding 
Presidents Gallery — an interac-
tive journey through America’s 
history.”

Harriet Tubman (born Araminta 

Ross, calling herself Harriet later 
in life) was an African-American 
abolitionist, humanitarian and 
spy for the Union during the U.S. 
Civil War.  After escaping from 
slavery, into which she was born, 
she reportedly freed more than 
300 slaves via the elaborate net-
work of safe houses known as the 
Underground Railroad.  Tubman 
was born in Dorchester County, 
M.D., an area from which many of 
the descendants and family mem-
bers attending the event current-
ly reside, including Charles E.T. 
Ross and Valery Ross, who live in 
Cambridge, M.D.

“We are ecstatic and overjoyed 
to see Aunt Harriet being cel-
ebrated and receiving recognition 
for her contributions to human-
ity, which is long overdue,” said 
Charles Ross.

The additional family mem-
bers who attended the event 
include: Bernice Ross Carney, 
Betty Ross and Peggy Ross (great-
great niece’s and also Valery’s 
sisters); Judy Ross, Patricia Ross 
Hawkins, Elizabeth Ross Stanley 
and Ernest D. Ross (great-great-
great nieces and nephew); and 
Jackie Ross Henry (great-great-
great-great niece).

Children from Washington 

D.C.’s Harriet Tubman 
Elementary School were also on-
hand to witness the unveiling of 
the figure of the historic woman 
for whom their school is named.

Madame Tussauds studio art-
ists in London worked tirelessly 
to create this entirely new wax 
figure of Harriet Tubman.  The 
figure-making process is incred-
ibly intricate taking anywhere 
from three to six months from 

start to finish.  For example, 
artists insert each strand of hair 
individually; creating just the 
head of the wax figure can take 
up to five weeks alone.  Materials 
such as red silk are used to cre-
ate the veins on the eyeballs and 
it can take technicians almost 
four days to make a set of teeth.  
In order to make the figures 
as lifelike as possible, Madame 
Tussauds artists study hundreds 

of photographs and when avail-
able, hours of video footage.  Of 
course in some cases, the art-
ists do not have the luxury of 
photographs or videos (as with 
the Tubman figure) and need to 
rely on historical accounts, even 
paintings.

The Presidents Gallery by 
Madame Tussauds is a fully inter-
active, full-sensory experience, 
where visitors are able to touch, 
see and hear major historical 
events and celebrities in a way 
unlike any other Washington 
D.C. attraction.  The attraction 
showcases wax figures of some 
of the world’s most recognized 
icons, including: international 
superstars Angelina Jolie and 
Brad Pitt; superstars Michael 
Jackson, Britney Spears, Jennifer 
Lopez, Rihanna and Tyra Banks; 
as well as all 44 U.S. Presidents, 
featured in the recently-launched 
U.S. Presidents Gallery.  Madame 
Tussauds is located on the corner 
of F and 10th Streets, NW, within 
walking distance of the National 
Mall and the White House.  For 
more information, visit www.
madametussaudsdc.com<http://
www.madametussaudsdc.com> 
or call 202-942-7300 or 888-WAX-
IN-DC.

Members of the Tubman clan at Madame Tussauds in 
Washingtpon D.C. The President’s Gallery by Madame Tussauds;

Harriet Tubman, conductor of the Underground Railroad

In Trouble
With The
LAW?

Injured?
Discrimination

at
WORK?

www.dswinlaw.com
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EXTRA 15% OFF

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL! 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE 
WATCHES, SHOES, HANDBAGS, COATS, SUITS, 
DRESSES, INTIMATES; SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS 
FOR HIM, SELECT HOME ITEMS AND 
ELECTRICS & ELECTRONICS

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER 
& KIDS, PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, men’s store electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed 
depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new 
Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRIC ES.

VALID 2/15-2/20/2012

OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 2/15-2/20/2012, EXCEPT AS NOTED.  *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. “Of the season” refers to Macy’s 
spring season from February 1-April 30, 2012. Prices may be lowered as part of a clearance. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new account savings valid the 
day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, select licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food and wine. On furniture, mattresses and rugs/floor coverings, the new account savings 
is limited to $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE
3O% TO 8O% OFF STOREWIDE TAKE AN EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF† 
WITH YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS  †EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS. 

IT’S OUR BIGGEST DENIM EVENT OF THE SEASON! PLUS, FASHION 
& HOME CLEARANCE SELECTIONS 4O%-75% OFF ORIG.* PRICES

WHEN YOU TAKE AN EXTRA 3O% OFF ALREADY REDUCED PRICES

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM + EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF! 
Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code: PRES for extra savings; 
offer valid 2/15-2/20/2012. Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details.
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MIAMI (AP) — The 
U.S. government says 
plenty of evidence sup-
ports a federal jury’s 
conviction of Jamaican 
reggae star Buju 
Banton on cocaine 
conspiracy and traf-
ficking charges.

Banton, whose real 
name is Mark Myrie, 
is appealing the 
February 2011 convic-
tion. Defense attorney 
David O. Markus says 
his client was relent-
lessly pursued by a 
government inform-
ant, resulting in 
improper entrapment.

Federal prosecutors 
filed their response 
Friday in Atlanta’s fed-
eral appeals court.

Prosecutors say Banton’s words and actions, in recorded 
conversations and a videotaped meeting in a Sarasota, Fla., 
warehouse where Banton tasted some cocaine, revealed 
the singer “eagerly brokered” a drug deal between a friend 
and undercover government agents.

They also asked the appeals court to reverse a judge’s 
decision to toss a related gun charge.

Banton is serving a 10-year prison sentence.

U.S. govt responds 
to Buju’s appeal

Buju Banton.  
 AP Photo/Yesikka Vivancos

The government of 
Grenada has assured its 
citizens and visitors to the 
island that the Maurice 
Bishop International 
Airport (MBIA) will remain 
in full and effective opera-
tion.

This assurance came 
following a U.S. court 
order for airlines and 
ships doing business with 
Grenada to pay their fees 
due to Grenada into a spe-
cial account in the U.S.

This situation arose as 
result of the EXIM Bank 
of Taiwan obtaining judg-
ment against the govern-
ment of Grenada for out-
standing loans in a suit 
filed in the United States. 

Information Minister 
Senator Glen Noel on 
Monday said the adminis-
tration will make the nec-
essary financial arrange-
ments for the Grenada 
Airports Authority to 
ensure the facility remains 

open to daily traffic.
“The government will 

do whatever is neces-
sary to ensure the airport 
remains operational. The 
MBIA is vital to our econo-
my and we will ensure that 
the daily operations of the 
facility are not compro-
mised,” Senator Noel said.

He said, while it is a 
fact that the airlines serv-
icing Grenada have been 
directed to pay monies due 
to the Airports Authority 
into a special account, the 
government of Grenada 
will act “promptly and 
decisively,” to ensure that 
the Authority continues 
to service the airlines, 
visitors and the travelling 
public.

The government is 
expected to give a com-
plete update on the status 
of efforts aimed at bring-
ing a resolution to the 
debt with EXIM Bank of 
Taiwan,  during the pres-

entation of the 2012 budg-
et in March.   

The Grenada Ministry of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation 
in a release states, “The 
St. George’s Ministry of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation 
is working with other gov-
ernment departments, 
particularly the Attorney 
General’s Chambers and 
the Ministry of Finance, 
to arrive at a solution to 
the current financial dif-
ficulties being experienced 
by the Grenada Airports 
Authority (GAA).

The Taiwanese have 
made a claim for all mon-
ies owing to the govern-
ment of Grenada and its 
agencies to be paid against 
the loan. Consequently, 
a request was made to 
airlines operating on the 
Grenada route to pay mon-
ies owed to the Grenada 
Airports Authority to the 
Taiwanese.

An escrow account has 

been established, and 
carriers such as Virgin 
Airlines, British Airways, 
and Delta Airlines have 
begun to deposit mon-
ies owed to the Airports 
Authority into the said 
account. This has placed 
the Airports Authority in 
a very precarious financial 
position.

“Mr. Rodney George, 
chairman of the Grenada 
Airports Authority, has 
alerted us in the govern-
ment about the situation 
facing our airport. The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Civil Aviation will con-
tinue to work with other 
government departments 
to ensure this matter is 
resolved quickly and does 
not severely disrupt air-
port operations, which 
would directly impact the 
economy at a time when it 
can be least afforded.

Grenada airport remains open 
despite Taiwan’s squeeze

We now have INTERNET

MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
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Founded 1990 • Published by Community Newspaper Group
Corporate Headquarters: One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, New York 11201
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 Editor-In-Chief. . . .  Kenton Kirby
                                   

Contributing Writers: Azad Ali, Roderick J. Broome, Fabian Burrell 
Robert Elkin, Patrick Horne, Nelson King, Tequila Minsky, Donna Lamb, Vinette K. Pryce 
George H. Whyte, Tangerine Clarke, Bert Wilkinson, Lloyd Kam Williams
GENERAL INFORMATION (718) 260-2500

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright© 2012 by Courier-
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for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Op-Eds

By Rick Razak
They told you, you couldn’t until they 

saw you walking into your brand new home 
with your family.

There is no other time like the holidays; 
there is goodness in the air knowing that 
you will be in the company of your family 
and friends. Some families openly talk about 
theirs goals for the new year, while other 
families are a bit more reserved, however 
they may openly share with enthusiasm that 
in the coming year they hope to purchase 
a new home with a huge backyard space 
for the children to play in the summer 
months.  

In some families this will be met with 
cheers and words of encouragement, but 
this is just the beginning. The road ahead is 
long but with the right people in place the 
journey will be smooth and fast. Purchasing 
a home is a big investment and it must be 
treated as an investment. The decision will 
remain tied to you and your family for 15 or 
30 years which is the usual length of most 
mortgages today, so it is important that the 
process is treated with a great deal of care 
and it is not rushed and the due diligence 
is done.

Many times a family would see an open 
house sign on Sunday at the head of a wide, 
beautiful tree-lineb block and decide to 
have a look at the property hoping that the 
real estate broker will guide them through 
the process. And relying completely on the 
good faith of the realtor is one of ways to 
start the home shopping process, however 
there is a better and simpler approach that 
gives you the up-and-coming homeowner 
more control over the process and at the 

same time makes the real estate broker’s 
job much easier.

The first step would be to see your banker, 
a loan officer in your local mortgage bank. 
The reason you must see the mortgage 
banker before meeting with the real estate 
broker is to get pre-approved or qualified to 
make your home purchase. The banker will 
ask you some very personal financial ques-
tions before arriving at a decision of how 
much money you are qualified to borrow. 
In addition to all the financial questions; at 
the time of making the appointment to see 
the banker or loan officer, you will be asked 
to bring with you to the appointment a list 
of documents. For example: tax returns for 
the past two years, a recent pay stub, proof 
of funds and a few other documents.

At the end of your meeting with the 
banker, you should know what your credit 
scores are and how much money you are 
qualified to spend once you decided on the 
property you will be purchasing. The banker 
will give you a pre-qualification letter with 
the amount you are qualified to borrow. 
For example: let us say you are qualified 
for $700.000, you can begin shopping for 
homes up to that amount.

With the pre-qualification in hand, the 
Real Estate Broker will leap at your feet 
to show homes of your choosing, because 
the broker knows you are qualified to buy 
and you are not wasting his time, and he 
is not wasting yours. The goal is to present 
yourself to your local neighborhood real 
estate broker as a prepared and qualified 
homebuyer ready to do business.

Pease send your questions or comments 
to rickthebanker@gmail.com 

Useful information 
about home purchasing

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-NY) joined 13 of her Senate col-
leagues to urge the conference commit-
tee negotiating the Temporary Payroll 
Tax Cut Continuation Act to renew fed-
eral unemployment insurance provisions 
through the end of the year without new 
barriers to participation or new burden-
some requirements for states.

This assistance is a lifeline for New 
Yorkers who have lost their jobs through 
no fault of their own so they can continue 
to make ends meet,” Senator Gillibrand 
said. “Not only is this assistance critical 
for families that depend on it, but also 
has a positive effect on our economy. 
We need to extend this vital assistance 
to make sure these families aren’t cut off 
and left out in the cold.”

Millions of Americans rely on the 
federal-state unemployment insur-
ance system to cover their most basic 
needs while looking for a new job.  The 
Senators call for a full continuation of 
the federal provisions while the national 
unemployment rate remains high.  The 
Senators also object to proposals that 
would implement demeaning require-
ments on those seeking unemployment 
insurance such as mandatory drug test-
ing.

Americans on unemployment insur-
ance receive benefits that average $300 
dollars a week to pay for basic necessities 
while they search for a new job. Nearly 
13 million people remain unemployed 
nationwide and approximately four peo-
ple are looking for work for every job 
opening in the economy. 

The nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) estimates that 
unemployment insurance assistance is 
among the most effective measures to 
fight the economic recession. In fact, 
each dollar invested in unemployment 
assistance doubles its economic return 
as families who rely on this assistance 
spend it immediately on basic necessi-
ties. 

Signers of the letter include Senators 
Merkley (D-OR),  Harkin (D-IA), 
Akaka (D-HI), Levin (D-MI), Stabenow 
(D-MI), Wyden (D-OR), Brown (D-OH), 
Lautenberg (D-NJ), Blumenthal (D-CT), 
Whitehouse (D-RI), Franken (D-MN), 
Udall (D-NM), and Menendez (D-NJ).

 The full text of the letter is as fol-
lows:

“ Dear Senate Members of the 
Conference Committee on the Temporary 
Payroll Tax Cut Continuation Act: 

 “We write as supporters of our fed-

eral-state unemployment insurance sys-
tem who believe that the federal unem-
ployment insurance provisions should 
be renewed without new barriers to par-
ticipation or new burdensome adminis-
trative requirements for states. 

“The federal-state unemployment 
insurance system has worked as it was 
intended during this difficult recession 
– replacing some of the lost wages of 
laid-off workers while also supporting 
local economies deeply affected by the 
high unemployment rate.  The small 
amount of benefits provided, which is 
earned and accumulated through prior 
work and averages about $300 a week, 
covers only the most basic of needs.  Yet, 
this important safety net ensures that 
some of our most vulnerable citizens are 
able to stay in their homes and focus on 
finding new jobs. 

“The unemployment insurance system 
also directly injects cash into hard-hit 
communities.  The unemployed quickly 
spend the benefits they receive, and the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office 
has estimated that every $1.00 provided 
in unemployment benefits generates as 
much as $1.90 in economic growth.  The 
labor market is still struggling from the 
effects of the financial crisis and subse-
quent recession, and now is not the time 
for Congress to reduce benefits. 

“Additionally, we have serious con-
cerns regarding proposals that would 
undermine the unemployment insurance 
system by diverting dollars away from 
the dedicated unemployment insurance 
trust funds.  Since its enactment during 
the Great Depression, the federal-state 
unemployment insurance system has 
provided benefits to Americans based 
only on their work history and com-
mitment to finding a new job.  Benefits 
should not be predicated on whether an 
unemployed American has a high school 
degree or has passed a drug test.  

“The value provided by our federal-
state unemployment system to affected 
Americans, their communities, and the 
broader economy has long been recog-
nized on a bipartisan basis.  Moreover, 
members of Congress have a moral 
obligation to assist our fellow Americans 
who are struggling to find work through 
no fault of their own.  We urge the 
Committee to extend the federal provi-
sions through the end of the calendar 
year without reducing benefit levels or 
making other wholesale changes to how 
the program is administered and who 
qualifies for support.”

Continuation of 
Payroll Tax Cut
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By Les Slater
Sometimes we try too hard to convince folks where we’re 

coming from about this or that matter. A case in point being 
the recent appearance of Mitt Romney before a conservative 
gathering in Washington, he attempting, in pathetic fashion, 
to impress upon the assembled right-side believers that he is 
genuinely of their ilk. In a speech in which “conservative” was 
intoned more frequently than an observer might compute, 
Romney mentioned at one stage how “severely” conserva-
tive he was. But, enough of that. The Republican presidential 
nomination melodrama is hardly our focus here. In a world 
far removed from Romney et al, they’re counting down, in 
Trinidad and Tobago and elsewhere, to the annual Carnival. 
On the seasonal calendar in Trinidad, a major precursory 
activity in heading toward the two-day revelry windup contin-
ues to be the steel band Panorama contest. Last Sunday, two 
contributions from regular columnists of the Trinidad Express 
centered on the Panorama.

One writer, Raffique Shah, jumped all over a bone-headed 
idea the Panorama organizers thought to add to the event, 
in which, for a pretty handsome fee, patrons were allowed 
admission to a “party” enclave within the event complex -- 
complete with deejay music and all the trimmings -- while 
the Panorama competition was taking place. That the mas-
terminds of Pan Trinbago, the umbrella steel band body and 
Panorama organizers, evidently saw in this innovation a stroke 
of brilliance gives one pause. And Shah’s puzzlement was only 
to be expected, as he wondered whether some malady had 
befallen those who gave sanction to a gimmick that was so 
innately mindless. 

Of the other columnist weighing in on the Panorama, 
Martin Daly, it needs be said that his bona fides as an advocate 
for steel band culture seem beyond reproach. He has rhapso-
dized often and passionately about steel band music as one of 

our great artistic treasures. None of which exempts him from 
our “trying too hard“ reference here. Inexplicably (for a die-
hard pan music lover), Daly’s comments about the organizers’ 
novelty feature in the Panorama proceedings numbered him 
unapologetically with the perpetrators. It’s difficult to fathom 
how a proclaimed rock-solid affinity with the pan culture 
could accommodate rationalizing stuff that so flies in the face 
of that culture’s better aspirations. For good measure, Daly 
was even defensive about another of the organizers’ perplexing 
programming moves, namely, scheduling 49 bands to perform 
on the day of the Panorama semi-finals.

Look, it became obvious not years but decades ago that 
the Panorama event had evolved to much more than a steel 
band competition. To its credit, the Panorama developed this 
magnetism which made it the quintessential “Be there!” activ-
ity surrounding Carnival, even as the steel bands’ role in the 
culminating masquerade waned to a shadow of their former 
prominence. Panorama came increasingly to be referred to, 
in colloquial Trinidadian parlance as a big “lime.” Inescapably 
aligned with that reality is that a hefty chunk of the throngs 
gathered for Panorama at Port of Spain’s Queen’s Park 
Savannah (no different in back of the Brooklyn Museum Labor 
Day Saturday) are folks for whom the least of their interests 
is what musical package the bands unwrap on stage. If Daly, 
Panorama’s organizers and anyone else aren’t by now hip to 
this, they’re woefully out to lunch.

But that social dynamic about the Panorama goes to 
the core of the wrong-headedness of Pan Trinbago’s think-
ing that cultivating an independent party space within its 
premier pan event was indicative of sound planning. Doing 

so was clearly  feeding into the mindset of that element for 
whom the “pan” in Panorama is definitely not the foremost 
consideration. That this would not have been instantly rec-
ognized for what it was is, again, a worrisome commentary 
about those calling signals for Panorama and the steel band 
movement overall.

Word subsequently coming from the Pan Trinbago hier-
archy, in the way of justification for the strange soca-party-
in-Panorama promotion, was that it was in pursuit of the 
organization’s ambitions toward self-sufficiency. Certainly an 
objective there with which few could argue, especially given 
the dependency syndrome that has long been the organiza-
tion’s Achilles heel. But in the face of the silly Panorama party 
idea emerging as the leadership’s collective wisdom for an 
assault on the fiscal challenges, we can only hope that, “What 
else you got?” elicits something of a pleasant surprise.

One other Trinidad Express contributor who also addressed 
the dicey Panorama semi-finals situation, along with other 
issues steel band related, seemed not to harbor expecta-
tions of greater substance. Keith Subero, on the question of 
Pan Trinbago possessing the management wherewithal to 
adequately take care of business, didn’t mince matters. And 
citing an earlier affiliation with the organization would con-
ceivably have lent weight to his observations about the limits 
of its capabilities, once the present model of steel band people 
themselves running the shop remains in place.

Subero will likely be pilloried by the Pan Trinbago leader-
ship. Raffique Shah likewise, for his well placed jabs. But this 
is about witnessing nonsense and forthrightly identifying it 
as such. This, ultimately, is constructive. By contrast, Martin 
Daly’s credentials as a crusader in good standing for steel band 
music will in no way be enhanced because he chose to pussy-
foot around some action orchestrated by the lords of the pan 
world that was just plain dumb.  

Viewpoint

About calling it dumb when it is

FOR EXCELLENT RATES
CONTACT US:

ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

147-46 176th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11434 

(At the back of DMV)

JAMAICA TRINIDAD 
& TOBAGO

BAHAMAS ST. LUCIA

ANTIGUA NICARAGUA

GRENADA PUERTO
RICO

GUYANA ST. VINCENT

BARBADOS US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

BELIZE
CAYMAN
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HAITI HAITI

DOMINICA ST. KITTS
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DOMINICAN 
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY

**Preference is given to all veterans, or their surviving spouses, who served on active duty in 
time of war as defined in Section 85 of the Civil Service Law, and reside in New York State.

*** Based on the total household income for the prior calendar year, less $1,000 for each personal and dependent exemption, and less $20,000 (or actual earnings if less) 
for each secondary wage earner.  Households of three or more people whose income does not exceed 125% of the maximum income listed  shall also be eligible for admission 

and shall pay a carrying charge surcharge.  Household income must be within the allowable income limit at time of application and at time of apartment availability.

TO OBTAIN AN APPLICATION IN PERSON, please visit: Rochdale Village Management Office, 169-65 137th Avenue, Jamaica, New York 11434
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  (718) 276-5700

TO REQUEST AN APPLICATION BY MAIL please send a self-addressed envelope with 84 cents postage to:
Rochdale Village, Inc. • Applications Department • P.O. Box 218, Jamaica, New York 11434

TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION, please visit: www.rochdalevillage.com, 
click on the “Apartment Sales” link on the left menu bar.

ONE-BEDROOM COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS AVAILABLE!
APPROXIMATELY 4-6 WEEK WAIT FOR ONE-BEDROOM APTS WITH TERRACES

ROCHDALE VILLAGE
THE MOST AFFORDABLE MITCHELL-LAMA HOUSING COOPERATIVE IN NYC 

THE LOWEST MONTHLY CARRYING CHARGES

FEATURING:
PARK-LIKE SETTING ● 2 SHOPPING MALLS & 2 SUPERMARKETS ● COMMUNITY CENTER

POST OFFICE & LIBRARY • WALK TO LIRR ● NEAR JFK AIRPORT, HIGHWAYS, BEACHES & SHOPPING 

Purchase Prices, Income Limits, Occupancy Requirements & Monthly Carrying Charges are as Follows:

Apartment
Size

Household
Composition

(persons)

Number
Rooms

Approximate Monthly

Carrying Charges
Equity

Maximum 
Income Range

1-2 People

1-2 3 (No Dining) $630.06 - $713.87 $7,200

1-2 3.5 (Dining Area) $701.36 - $930.44 $8,400

1-2 4 (with Terrace) $827.45 - $1,030.78 $9,600

$44,814 -
$65,506

$55,559 -
$84,623

$58,968 -
$93,975

JUNIOR
1 BEDROOM

1 BEDROOM
No Terrace

1 BEDROOM
With Terrace

Touro College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
(TouroCOM) honored 
former Manhattan Borough 
President C. Virginia Fields, 
president & CEO of the 
National Black Leadership 
Commission on AIDS, Inc. 
(NBCLA), at an event on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, at the 
Harlem medical school in 
commemoration of National 
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day. 

The New York City 
Council presented a proc-
lamation to Ms. Fields and 
TouroCOM gave her an 
award for her leadership in 
fighting HIV infection and 
AIDS through her leader-
ship of the NBLCA.

In the United States, 
where the epidemic began 
in 1981, more than 1 million 
are living with HIV/AIDS 
with approximately 28 per-
cent unaware of their infec-
tion. African-Americans are 
most affected. 

“On behalf of the city 
and of TouroCOM, we are 
extremely proud to rec-
ognize the hard work and 

dedication Ms. Fields has 
demonstrated in raising 
awareness of HIV infection 
and AIDS and paths to treat-
ment and prevention,” said 
Robert Goldberg, D.O., dean 
of TouroCOM.  

“As millions fight this epi-
demic worldwide, including 
many in our own commu-
nity in Harlem, it is a privi-
lege on this national day 
of awareness to extend our 
gratitude and in so doing, 
further educate our com-
munity about what needs to 

be done to stem this crisis.”
Ms. Fields was one of 

several community lead-
ers and TouroCOM faculty 
members who addressed a 
gathering of medical school 
students, staff and commu-
nity members about HIV/
AIDS and the importance 
of education, testing, and 
treatment.

In  expressing her grati-
tude, Ms. Fields spoke 
directly to the students in 
the audience, reminding 
them that they can play 

a crucial role in reducing 
HIV/AIDS as they enter the 
workforce. 

“Patients will listen 
when there is trust and 
when they believe you 
have their best interests at 
heart.  We need you as 
students and instructors to 
raise the conversation even 
if they don’t,” Ms. Fields 
said.  “You’re in a pivotal 
position to help patients 
know how to remain [HIV] 
negative and what to do if 
they are positive.  We need 
everybody in this fight.”

 Esquire Anthony, D.O., 
an instructor in primary care 
at TouroCOM, presented an 
overview of the crisis with 
statistics from the National 
Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) 
showing that HIV infection/
AIDS is a global pandemic 
with cases reported from 
virtually every country in 
the world. 

In 2009, the latest year 
for which data is available, 
33.3 million were living with 
HIV - 95 percent of whom 
were residing in low and 

middle-income countries, 
50 percent of whom were 
female, and 2.5 million of 
whom were children under 
15 years of age. In 2009, 
2.6 million people became 
newly infected and 1.8 mil-
lion deaths were attributed 
to HIV/AIDS, according to 
the data presented.

According to the New 
York City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene, 
the city is home to the larg-
est number of persons liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in the 
U.S., with 110,000 New 
Yorkers known to be living 
with HIV/AIDS. There are 
also an estimated 21 percent 
additional HIV positive New 
Yorkers who are not aware 
of their status and could be 
unknowingly transmitting 
the virus to others, accord-
ing to the city, which says 
Black New Yorkers, who 
make up 25 percent of the 
city’s population, comprise 
the greatest proportion of 
residents living with HIV/
AIDS, at 45 percent.

The Health Department 
announced recently that 

new HIV data shows a 41 
percent drop in deaths 
among black persons liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS between 
2001 and 2010.  Still, blacks 
disproportionately account-
ed for almost half of all 
new HIV diagnoses in 2010, 
a figure the city said has 
remained almost unchanged 
for the past five years.

TouroCOM advances 
the osteopathic profession 
and serves its students and 
society by providing a firm 
educational foundation 
that encourages research 
and scholarly activity and 
participation in community 
service. 

Osteopathic medicine is 
a distinct form of medical 
practice in the U.S. that pro-
vides all of the benefits of 
modern medicine including 
prescription drugs, surgery, 
and the use of technology to 
diagnose disease and evalu-
ate injury. It also offers the 
added benefit of hands-on 
diagnosis and treatment 
through a system of ther-
apy known as osteopathic 
manipulative medicine.

Touro College honors C. Virginia Fields

From left, Rev. Cohen, C. Virginia Fields and Dean 
Robert Goldberg.
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WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400

The Law Office of
Jennifer Garcia

www.bklyndivorcelawyer.com
www.divorcionuevayork.com

1041 - 44 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219

347-915-0651

Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough 
energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for 
four hours, power a computer for 
30 minutes, or a television 
for 20 minutes. Multiply that 
simple act by 8 million 
New Yorkers every day, and 
we can have a major impact 
preserving our natural 
resources and energy needs.  
As North America’s largest 
recycler, Waste Management 
encourages everyone to pitch in 
and recycle.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Small Steps Make a Big Difference
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Health
By Herbert Okun, M.D.

Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

For most people, February con-
jures up images of red hearts, candy 
and messages to loved ones. But, did 
you know February is also American 
Heart Month? 

Now is a great time to focus beyond 
Valentine hearts and pay attention to 
your actual heart. 

As the leading killer of Americans, 
cardiovascular disease affects one in 
three people in the U.S. -- approxi-
mately 81 million people. And, the 
American Heart Association predicts 
that this number will increase to 116 
million people, or 40.5 percent of 
Americans, by 2030. 

Thankfully, there are simple steps 
you can easily incorporate into your 
day-to-day life that can make a big 
difference, according to Susan J. 
Crockett, PhD, RD, FADA and leader 
of the General Mills Bell Institute of 
Health and Nutrition. 

“Genetics does play a role in cho-
lesterol and overall heart health,” 
says Crockett. “While being aware 
of one’s family history is certain-
ly important, there are lifestyle 
changes you can make and foods 
you can eat as part of an overall 
healthy diet that can decrease the 
risk factors for heart disease and 

may help lower cholesterol.” 
There are several ways people can 

begin to make a difference in their 
personal heart health and choles-
terol levels, according to Crockett. To 
help make your lifestyle more heart-
healthy, try to remember Crockett’s 
“HEART” tips. 

• Have a list: Keep a running list of 
health to-dos, such as regular choles-
terol and blood pressure screenings, 
as well as questions for your physi-
cian. Find out and jot down foods you 
can eat to lower cholesterol and other 
ways to take care of your heart. 

• Eat more of the “good stuff”: 
Be conscious of what you are eat-
ing and make an effort to incorpo-
rate heart healthy foods into your 
diet. For example, fruits, vegetables, 
whole grain, and low-fat dairy are 
all good choices for a heart healthy 
diet. Eating more fish like salmon, 
which contains omega-3 fatty acids, 
may also help reduce the risk of heart 
disease. 

•Aim for more whole grain oats: 
When making food choices, look for 
whole grain oats or whole grain oat 
cereal that contains beta glucan, like 
Cheerios. Beta glucan is a natural 
soluble fiber found in oats that helps 

reduce bad cholesterol. To reduce the 
risk of heart disease, you need three 
grams of soluble fiber daily from 
whole grain oat foods as part of a diet 
low in saturated fat and cholesterol. 

• Run, walk, skip, jump: However 
you choose to exercise, just make 
sure it is a part of your daily routine. 

• Try healthy swaps: Healthier 
options are out there, so make the 
switch. Taking a few moments each 
day to make heart healthy decisions 
can make a significant difference in 
your future. 

Courtesy of State Point Media

It’s possible you or a loved one 
could be suffering from one of the 
most common and often misdiag-
nosed heart conditions, and not 
know it. According to the Heart 
Failure Society of America, five mil-
lion Americans are affected by heart 
failure and many more may have the 
condition but are unaware. February 
is National Heart Health Month and 
it’s a great time to learn about heart 
failure and its symptoms, and what to 
do to stay heart healthy. Heart failure 
occurs when the heart is unable to 
pump enough blood. Blood can back 
up in areas of the body and vital 
organs eventually shut down.

 Common Causes 
The most common cause of heart 

failure is coronary artery disease, 
a narrowing of vessels that deliver 
blood to the heart, therefore reduc-
ing oxygen levels and impairing the 
heart’s functionality. Other contribu-
tors include infection in the heart 
muscle, valvular heart disease, high 
blood pressure, obesity, diabetes and 
age. Adults over 65 are more at risk, 
as well as those with a history of 
heart attack or cardiac arrest. 

Know the Symptoms 
Heart failure symptoms vary by 

age, population and gender, and can 
start gradually or suddenly. Common 

symptoms include shortness of breath 
while active or at rest, fatigue, per-
sistent coughing, heart palpitations, 
and swelling of the ankles, feet or 
abdomen. Symptoms become more 
prominent as the condition advances. 
Men typically have a higher incidence 
rate, but it is common for women to 
downplay symptom severity, leading 
doctors to under-treat them. “It’s 
important to report any symptoms 
or changes in health status to your 
physician, no matter how minor you 

feel they may be,” says Dr. Kevin R. 
Campbell, a cardiac electrophysiolo-
gist who cares for a large population 
of heart failure patients at Wake Heart 
& Vascular in North Carolina. “You 
may not see a correlation between 
symptoms, but they can signal wors-
ening heart failure to a physician 
which could be life threatening.” 

Reduce Risks 
Simple lifestyle changes can help 

reduce your risks. Daily exercise, a 
diet high in fruits, vegetables, whole 
grain and low-fat proteins, quitting 
tobacco, and regular health screen-
ings are all helpful. When lifestyle 
changes aren’t enough, medicine 
may help treat symptoms and pre-
vent heart failure from worsening. 
In some cases, a medical device may 
help improve a patient’s quality of life. 
“Heart failure is the most common 
cause of hospitalization for patients 
over age 65 in the U.S. and is the first-
listed diagnosis in more than 875,000 
hospitalizations each year,” said Dr. 
Mark Carlson, chief medical officer 
in the Cardiac Rhythm Management 
Division at St. Jude Medical. “Current 
device therapy and future devices will 
improve quality of life for patients, 
and address an important clinical and 
health economic problem.” 

Courtesy of State Point Media

By Herbert Okun, MD
“It’s like having a pros-

tate operation but “with-
out” the operation.” That’s 
the way many patients, 
who had experienced the 
TherMatrx microwave 
thermotherapy treatment 
of their enlarged and 
symptomatic prostates 
expressed themselves. 
They had been prepared 
to undergo surgery in the 
hospital with anesthesia 
as treatment and were 
fully aware of the surgi-
cal risks and the need to 
wear a catheter after the 
operation. The microwave 
treatment made all that 
unnecessary. 

There is still a need 
for prostate surgery for 
the benignly enlarged and 
symptomatic prostate for 
which microwave therapy 
is unsuitable. As an exam-
ple, men with very large 
benign prostates, whose 
measured size exceeds 
100 cm3, are not consid-
ered good candidates for 
this minimally invasive 
procedure. 

However, the great 
majority of patients who 
are suffering with any 
combinations of the typi-
cal symptoms of a weak 
stream, pushing, frequen-
cy, incomplete emptying, 
intermittent flow, urgen-
cy and sleep interruption 
will have prostates less 
than 100 cm3 in size and 
will most often be excel-
lent candidates for micro-
wave thermotherapy. Of 
course, before any surgical 
procedure, whether TURP 
or LASER and before any 
minimally invasive proce-
dure, such as microwave 
thermotherapy is used, 
patients should be given 
the opportunity to benefit 
by using medical treat-
ment usually consisting 
of a combination of two 
drugs: one to shrink the 
glandular portion of the 
prostate and another to 
relax the muscles in the 
prostate.

Some patients are 

happy and satisfied to 
continue these drugs for 
a lifetime or as long as 
they remain effective and 
not causing any adverse 
side effects or drug inter-
actions with other medi-
cations the patient may 
require. About half wish 
to stop the medications 
because of such side 
effects as erectile dysfunc-
tion, interference with 
orgasm and ejaculation, 
painful breast swelling, 
blurring of vision and 
tiredness. For these men, 
TherMatrx microwave 
thermotherapy offers an 
excellent alternative to 
surgery without all of sur-
gery’s associated risks and 
hazards.

When prostate surgery 
is performed, whether by 
an open surgical opera-
tion, TURP or LASER, 
the neck of the bladder 
is opened to permit the 
free flow of urine out of 
the bladder. However, 
the consequence of leav-
ing the bladder neck open 
is that thereafter, dur-
ing sexual activity, at the 
time of orgasm and ejacu-
lation, when the bladder 
neck normally contracts, 
it cannot. Forceful spas-
modic contractions of the 
pelvic muscles increase 
the pressure on the ejacu-
late within the prostat-
ic urethra and like any 
fluid; it takes the path of 
least resistance, back up 
through the open blad-
der neck into the bladder. 
There it mixes with urine 
and awaits the next urina-
tion to leave the body. This 
process by which semen 
goes in a reverse direc-
tion on orgasm is called 
“retrograde ejaculation.” 
This does not happen as a 
result of microwave ther-
motherapy. That is why so 
many men consider the 
microwave treatment to 
be like having a prostate 
operation but “without” 
the operation.

Question? Call Dr. 
Okun at 718-241-6767

Know the signs of heart failure

Great tips for Heart Health Month

Prostate operation 
without the knife
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Throughout the month of February, the Montefiore Einstein 
Center for Heart and Vascular Care will offer free educational 
lectures, heart health counseling and screenings to check your 
blood pressure. Protect your heart from disease, and learn how 
to take better care of yourself.

For more information about heart month events, 
please call 1-800-MD-MONTE or visit 
www.montefiore.org/heartmonth

A Healthy Heart 
Starts with You

Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

Upcoming Blood Pressure 
Screenings

Tuesday, February 21
Cardiology Associates, 9:00 am – noon
2711 Henry Hudson Parkway
Bronx, NY 10463

Wednesday, February 22
Cardiology Associates, 9:00 am – noon

Tuesday, February 28
Monroe College, 8:30 am – 2:30 pm
434 Main Street
New Rochelle, NY 10801

Upcoming Health Seminar

Tuesday, February 28
Heart Month Lecture Series
Monroe College, 1:00 pm

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español
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Officials did not release 
his name or home town.

The ship had departed 
Charleston, South Carolina 
for a five-day Bahamas 
cruise.

Barbados

The brother of 
Opposition Leader Owen 
Arthur, a former candidate 
for the main opposition 
Barbados Labor Party (BLP) 
was recently remanded 
in prison on ammunition 
charges.

 Richard Seymour Arthur, 
50, was taken before a mag-
istrate in the Bridgetown 
court charged with having 
102 rounds of ammunition 
on Jan. 31, without permis-
sion and in breach of the 
Firearms Act.

He was not required to 
enter a plea to the indicta-
ble charge and was remand-
ed to jail by Magistrate 
Barbara Cooke-Alleyne.

He is due to reappear in 
court on Feb. 27.

His attorney Randall 
Belgrave said he would be 
applying to the High Court 
for bail for his client.

Arthur contested the St. 
Lucy seat, next door to his 
brother’s constituency of 
St. Peter in the 2003 gen-
eral election and lost.

 Grenada

An inmate facing a 
murder charge has been 
found hanging in his 
cell, Grenada’s Prison 
Commissioner Don 
McKenzie said.

He said that Joel 
Lendore’s body was lifeless 
when found recently in his 
cell.

The prison chief said it 
appears that Lendore died 
from an apparent suicide.

Lendore was a former 
athlete who represented 
the tiny Grenadian island 
of Carriacou in cricket, 
soccer and track and field. 
He was accused of killing 
his wife in 2009 by slashing 
her throat.

A coroner’s inquest will 
be undertaken to deter-
mine the cause of Lendore’s 
death and whether or not 
someone should be held 
responsible.

Haiti

Haitian authorities will 
rule soon on whether the 
prosecution of former dic-
tator Jean-Claude Duvalier 
moves to trial or gets 
dropped, the investigating 
judge Carves Jean said.

The announcement came 
after a closed hearing dur-
ing which he admonished 
the former dictator known 
as “Baby Doc” for violating 
the terms of his conditional 
release by leaving the capi-
tal at least twice in recent 
weeks.

Jean said he told Duvalier 
that, “he’ll be going straight 
to the national penitentiary” 
if he leaves again without 
authorization.

Since he made an unex-
pected return a year ago, 
Duvalier has traveled the 

country and had been spot-
ted dining with friends at 
high-end restaurants in the 
capital. He recently delivered 
a commencement speech to 
law school graduates in the 
coastal city of Gonaives and 
attended a memorial for 
quake victims outside the 
capital last month.

The defense argues that 
Duvalier is free to go where 
he pleased because no law 
exists to restrict his move-
ments.

Jamaica

United States Secretary 
of State Hilary Clinton has 
congratulated new Jamaican 
Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson-Miller on her 
recent election victory.

Clinton spoke of “warm” 
relations between Jamaica 
and the U.S. and offered to 
get a team together to visit 
Jamaica to explore areas of 
potential assistance, includ-
ing security, education and 
poverty reduction.

According to the Prime 

Minister’s office, Simpson-
Miller thanked Clinton for 
the offer, saying those areas 
would be of great help to 
Jamaica.

She also said that the 
women of the world drew 
inspiration from Clinton’s 
“strength and achieve-
ments,”

The telephone call fol-
lowed a similar one from U.S. 
President Barack Obama in 
her first week in office.

Suriname

Suriname is reporting a 
dengue outbreak.

The Health Ministry 
said recently that more 
than 300 dengue cases 
have been reported in the 
South American coun-
try of 491,000 people. 
Among those affected 
was Parliament Speaker 
Jennifer Simons. She was 
hospitalized recently and 
has since been released.

Dengue is a mosquito-
borne disease that can 
cause fever, headache and 

pain in muscles and joints 
and be fatal. There is no 
vaccine or specific treat-
ment for it.

Trinidad

January was a bloody 
month in Trinidad and 
Tobago as police recorded 
some 38 murders in 31 
days.

While there were nine 
killings less last month, 
compared to January 2011, 
police officials admit it is 
still worrying statistics.

However, the police say 
they are committed to the 
fight against crime.

While statistics of 38 
murders in 31 days are 
alarming, police figures 
show that the January 
2012 slayings are lower 
than those recorded last 
January when 46 people 
were killed.

For January, the Port of 
Spain Division recorded the 
highest number of murders 
with 10 killings. 

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

Advertising Sales Opportunities
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper targeting the Caribbean-American 

market for more than 20 years, is looking for Advertising Salespeople to sell 

Newspaper, Magazine and Online advertising.

The position involves selling new business through face-to-face sales calls in your 

territory,  working closely with existing customers and prospects to achieve and 

exceed their expectations, and developing and maintaining a client base.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER IN SALES?

Requirements & Qualifications 
■   Previous sales experience preferred 

■  Good verbal and communication skills

■ Strong Computer skills 

■  Ability to work in a close team environment 

■  Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, expenses 
& paid vacation

Please send your resume and cover letter 
when applying for this position to: 

jstern@cnglocal.com
or call Ms. Stern 718-260-8302

CNG is an EOE.
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*    These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is 
selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined 
by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2011, your payments will consist of 60 monthly 
payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95%APR. For model years 2010-2006, 
your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 borrowed at 
2.45%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan 
by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Other 
rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required.

  Federally insured by NCUA

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

New Car Loans

1.95%
APR*

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

Used Car Loans

2.45%
APR*

February 10–29, 2012

Presidents’ Day  
Auto Loan Sale

Apply today, call  
1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 

2373 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

We 

Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
NO

SALES

TAX!

ROOFING Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32 X 18
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$149

$169$179
No Min. Req.

NOW
•

549

GARAGE
DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or 
Carriage Style

$799

COUPONFULLY WELDED! FULLY INSTALLED!

179$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2” Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1499
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt 899$ $ $999 1049$1199

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$995

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

36 x 80

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

429 $359

• Full Caulking
• Full capping in any color

• New Stop Molding
• Removal of all Garbage

Fully Installed Including:

TRIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWS

Now

COUPON

COUPON

$
$ 16991999

BOW W WINDO
CUSTOM MADE

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96’ x 45’

S

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

T! T!

FEBRUARY BLOWOUT SPECIAL!
Sign & Save by February 29th, have work done when you want

Doors

5% off

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SIDINGI
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

FEBRUARY SIGN AND SAVE!
20% OFF ALL SIDING

SIGN BY FEB. 29th
HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!

BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

SIGN BY
FEB. 29th

HAVE WORK 
DONE WHEN
YOU WANT!

NEW 
ORDERS

ONLY

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

$1399
$1999

Attic Insulation

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

•GLASS AND SCREEN

NOW
$$ 549699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED!

•CUSTOM MADE TO SIZE
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•MORTISED DEAD BOLT AND
DOOR KNOB

COUPON

10 Colors Optional

Includes:

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

WE

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

TOP QUALITY STEEL
REINFORCED &

FULLY INSTALLED 5ft.

TL

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

279$
Now

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

BBB Memeber Metro NY Long Island. Some items not available in all areas. As of 11/01/05 $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H10 • Yonkers Lic#5208 • Putnam County Home Improvement Lic#PC5709 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279

Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Duration TruDefinition™

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

CL
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 Once you make a decision to do some work on your home, the next step is to call in some contractors for 
estimates and ideas. Most homeowners don’t think they need to have their wits about them until the 
salesperson is sitting in front of them. That’s a big mistake. So what is the right way to go about this often 
overwhelming process? How do you know if you’ve let the right contractor into your home? Here are a few 
tips to help make your home improvement projects as successful and worthwhile as possible.

 Before you call anyone in for an estimate, there are some very important decisions to make. Are you the 
type of person who wants to deal with an established reputable company with a place of business (which will 
cost a little bit more money), or are you the type of person who wants to be your own general contractor and 
hire someone that works out of his truck or home (which should be less expensive)? There are numerous 
different types of contractors out there, but only one is right for you.

 The truth is, you should only be comparing apples with apples. If you call in the largest construction 
company you can think of, a mid-sized local establishment, and your cousin’s friend Johnny, you haven’t 
accomplished anything. You’re pricing three different quality products and three different levels of service. 
Remember, a guarantee is only as good as the company that issues it. Just because something is cheaper 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the better deal.

 If you know your cousin’s friend is not what you want because you don’t want to deal with a pickup truck 
contractor, and the high prices of the national chains leave you questioning if the product is really worth the 
price, you should be calling in three local, established companies. Not only do you get an accredited company 
you can trust, but their prices will be much more reasonable. You can really compare prices and products on 
a level playing field. These midsized companies can be found in local papers, local television commercials, 
radio station ads, or by word of mouth. Just be sure to visit the company’s showrooms. With a little bit of 
deception, many pickup truck contractors can seem like a midsized company.

 Once you’ve found your local companies, make sure you get all the quotes in writing so that you can refer 
back to the estimate if you have any disagreements when the work is being done. It is also a good idea to 
check with your local Better Business Bureau and Consumer Affairs. They will not only tell you if the 
contractor has a lot of complaints, but will tell you how long they have been in business under that company 
name. Lastly, when dealing with salespeople, the best piece of advice is always “trust your instincts.”

            

Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer 
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

Shopping For a Contractor
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There was a time when 
few television programs 
showcased the talents of 
African-Americans. 

While nightly viewers of 
the popular Johnny Carson 
Show were bombarded 
with any number of white, 
dancers, comedians, poets, 
mimes, jugglers, musi-
cians, acrobats and circus 
acts introduced by the 
host, only the most accom-
plished Blacks were invited 
for national exposure.

Dick Clark provided 
a similar opportunity to 
teenagers with an attempt 
at integrating “American 
Bandstand” with a handful 
of African-Americans.

Simultaneously, decades 
of Sundays were reserved 
for the Ed Sullivan Show 
and the variety spectacle 
that almost immediately 
spiraled unknowns into a 
sphere that encompassed 
the globe. And while those 
shows occasionally featured 
African-Americans, not 
a single television variety 
show focused primarily on 
the myriad of talented indi-
viduals residing through-

out the nation’s Black com-
munities. 

Not until Ellis Haislip 
spotlighted the all-encom-
passing “Soul” on a local 
PBS Channel.

Later Don Cornelius nar-
rowed the field with enter-
tainment but opened the 
lens to a national program 
called “Soul Train.”

Born Sept. 27, 1936 in 
Chicago, Cornelius first 
distinguished himself with 
Black radio audiences 
working at the historic 
WVON radio station. 

There he highlighted 
the music of numerous 
Black entertainers, includ-
ing James Brown, Aretha 
Franklin, The Jackson Five, 
the Main Ingredients, Marvin 
Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Gladys 
Knight and many others. 

The show opened with 
an animated, smoke-spout-
ing, chugging locomotive 

that signaled the dawn of 
a new era and broadened 
the spectrum of America’s 
rainbow reality. 

Nationalized from Los 
Angeles, California in 1971, 
the show had been a local 
Chicago hit when Cornelius 
took it to Hollywood.

The theme, pro-
ducer Kenny Gamble of 
Philadelphia International 
said was enhanced from a 
whistle and instrumental 
to a musical chord sung by 
the Three Degrees.

What many of us now 
know is that the serious-
minded, Afro-wearing, 
Cornelius was reluctant 
to change the theme. 
According to Gamble, he 
was apprehensive to sur-
render the winning sound-
track. However, when the 
recording by the Three 
Degrees launched “The 
Sound Of Philadelphia,” 

‘Don called me and said I 
messed up.”

The hit track was anoth-
er successful aspect in the 
history of the trailblazing 
presentation. 

That Cornelius single-
handedly internationalized 
African-Americans in a 
positive and unprecedented 
fashion became evident 
when Europeans, Latin 
Americans, Asians and 
whites in America vied to 
be included.

The show introduced 

Caribbean artists and their 
reggae music. He and Bob 
Marley’s manager were long 
time friends. But who in Los 
Angeles did not know Don 
Taylor? Taylor supported 
Cornelius’ brainchild and 
at many awards presenta-
tions at the Shrine, would 
hold court with the likes 
of Danny Sims, and other 
record company elites. On 
occasion, groups such as 
Third World would make 
appearances. Later on a 
category dedicated to reg-

gae was added to the roster 
of achieving Black talents.

Cornelius shone his 
spotlight on Asians, as 
well as others wanting to 
showcase talent ignored on 
other mainstream outlets.  

His business acumen 
enabled him to convince 
Sears & Roebuck and 
George Johnson who made 
Ultra Sheen and other 
products to initially back 
his proposition is nothing 
short of genius.

Where Afro hairstyles 
were considered revolution-
ary, militant and intimidat-
ing to whites, Cornelius 
placed “bushy, nappy hair” 
in homes to promote the 
biggest and boldest hair-
styles of the era.

There was no negative 
association to his ‘Gang.’

The Soul Train Gang was 
the most admired, fashion-
savvy assembly in the entire 
United States. Each week 
they would line up, face a 
camera capturing their crea-
tive body movements and 
many would set the trend for 
America’s next dance craze.

Catch you on the inside!

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Soul Train Don dies leaving ‘love, peace & soul’

The late Don Cornelius with Vinette K. Pryce.
 Photo courtesy of Vinette K. Pryce

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)

“Sistas dares and succeeds 
in exploring a woman’s  
experience with humor, 

humility and sass.  

I LOVE IT!”
-Hinton Battle

3 Time Tony Award Winner

A musical journey of African-American women  
from Bessie Smith to Mary J. Blige

ST. LUKE’S THEATRE, 308 W 46th St 
Thur 8 pm, Sat 4:30 pm, Sun, 4:30 pm 
TELECHARGE.COM 212.239.6200  

sistasthemusical.com  

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival
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Reneesance Dreams 
and Spotlight on Festivals 
present a special perform-
ance of “From The Front 
Porch” at the Jan Hus 
Theatre – 351 East 74th 
St. (between 1st and 2nd 
avenues) on Feb. 29, start-
ing at  8:00 p.m.

Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the Homeless 
Outreach and Advocacy 
Program of Jan Hus 
Presbyterian Church and 
neighborhood. 

Renee Flemings takes 
us back to the Alabama 
of her youth with her one 
woman show and promises 
“ice cold RC cola, canned 
sliced peaches....love life....
rhythm and blues......From 
the Front Porch.”  

This musical memoir 

has had successful runs at 
the Triad Theatre as well 
as the Greenwich Street 
Playhouse and has garnered 
raves: “Breathtaking….
inspiring” Stage Pages; 
“Amazing” Theatrescene.

By Joan H. Allen
The Harlem Theatre Arts 

Festival (HTAF) debuted in 
Harlem with 5 Great Days 
of Black Theatre.

HTAF, a groundbreaking 
creative partnership estab-
lished to produce, promote 
and document the works of 
Black playwrights and art-
ists debuted Thursday, Jan. 
26 at the Dwyer Cultural 
Center in Harlem with an 
incredible series of notable 
Black plays and readings.  

Founded by Arts & 
Entertainment Alliance 
President Joan H. Allen 
in association with world-
reknown Broadway and Off-
Broadway producer Voza 
Rivers, and award-winning 
National Black Theatre 
producer Jackie Jeffries, 
the plays were presented 
at three of Harlem’s lead-
ing cultural institutions - 
the Dwyer Cultural Center, 
Faison’s Firehouse and at 

Dr. Barbara Ann Teer’s 
National Black Theatre – 
all in Harlem! 

The HTAF’s first venture 
featured Pulitzer Prize-
winning Lynn Nottage’s 
play, “Poof,” the story of a 
housewife, coming to the 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Safe House is a cinematic expe-
rience that’s more than worth 
the price of admission.’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 23

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

JAZZPORAJAZZPORA

By Tequila Minsky
“I wanted to do something locat-

ed more in the jazz idiom,” says 
Buyu Ambroise on how his third 
CD, “Jazzpora,” differs from his 
last ones. With the core Blues in 
Red Band–his musical companions 

since the first CD, Ambroise reveals 
his musical influences: Haitian, 
African and North American, plac-
es Ambroise has called home.  

Lou Rainone is on keyboard, 
Paul Beaudry-bass, and Markus 
Schwartz, a “militant” Haitian 

percussionist, is one who ensures 
that a Haitian presence through 
rhythms is in the fabric of the 
music. Many guest musicians add 
to the breath of this CD. Ambroise 
underscores that Willie Martinez, 

Continued on next page

Brian Webster (left) por-
trays Colin Powell and 
Michael Chenevert, a 
soldier, in Lawrence 
Holder’s “The General” 
at The Harlem Theatre 
Arts Festival.

From The Front Porch Buyu Ambroise 
releases his 
third CD
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Five great days 
of Black Theatre

Renee Flemmings.
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TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Born To Die
Lana Del Rey                                    

21
Adele                                                         

Drive
Soundtrack                                                                                  

Bangarang (EP)
Skrillex                                                                                  

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson                     

Strength To Survive
SOJA                                   

Making Mirrors
Gotye 

Take Care
Drake 

Old Ideas
Leonard Cohen          

Celebration
Madonna                                                                                               

We Found Love
Rihanna Feat. Calvin Harris

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

Good Feeling
Flo Rida

It Will Rain
Bruno Mars

The One That Got Away
Katy Perry

Domino
Jessie J

Ni**as in Paris
Jay Z Knaye West

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

Moves Like Jagger
Maroon 5 Feat. Christina Aquilera

Without You
David Guetta Feat. Usher

drums and percussion on seven tracks, 
adds hues of Latin music to the collec-
tion. 

Ambroise composed half of the 12 
cuts, inspired by people he knows, his 
son, his two daughters, a woman he 
admires.  “Just in Caze” (just in case), 
the second cut, features Jean Caze on 
trumpet in a long solo, a piece written 
with him in mind.  

The multi-genre musician, talented 
Melanie Charles, sings in Kreyol with 
an English intro on “En Vacances,” the 
third cut.  It’s the only piece with vocals 
on the album. “Haiti is a singing cul-
ture and another way to connect musi-
cally with the audience,” says Ambroise. 
“I’m inclined to use more vocals in the 
future.”

The “soft” CD release and perform-
ance at Five Myles Gallery in Crown 
Heights wrapped up ArtQuake a month-
long exhibition/installation paying trib-
ute to those who perished during the 
earthquake and included workshops 
and other events.  Included in the 
exhibition were 10 original prints that 
make up the ArtQuake portfolio (avail-
able for sale, individual prints, too, with 
proceeds of sales going to Haiti. The 
month of events were in collaboration 
with Haiti Cultural Exchange. 

In late October in Haiti, Ambroise 
performed with electronic percussion-
ist Val Jeanty for the first time. “She 
brought a sound that became new 
parameters for the band,” he said.  

One of their two performances was 
on the grounds of Sans Souci, the 
extraordinary ruins of the palace of 
Henri Christophe. Ambroise was practi-
cally speechless about the experience, 

“How can I find words to express how I 
felt? There you can hear, smell and vis-
ualize history unfolding.  It renewed my 
sense of being Haiti and I’m so proud.”  
People traveled from Cape Haitien and 
flew from Port-au-Prince to partake of 
the fist time ever a band was part of a 
public performance on the grounds of 
Sans Souci. 

The name of Buyu Ambroise’s just 
released CD, “Jazzpora,” references   
Haitians living in the United States, 
in the Diaspora (a word that means 
scattering of language, culture or peo-
ple).  Sometimes a similar sounding 
term, “djaspora,” flung from homeland 
Haitians about their U.S. kinsmen is 
used very disparagingly.  The saxophon-
ist wants to confront this conflict in his 
CD. By choosing this name, he says, “I 
would like to change the dialogue and 
begin to say we (those living in the U.S.) 
are part of the same people.”   

Continued from previous page

Ambroise’s musical memoir

Flemings one woman show

end of her rope with her 
abusive husband; mZuri’s 
“The Fannie Lou Hamer 
Story,” a powerful por-
trayal of a woman who 
defined the term “freedom 
fighter;”  and Karimah’s 
“Accept ‘Except,’” the 
meeting of two 19-year 
olds running from the 
law, one in 1712, the other 
in 2012.

In addition to works 
by these award-winning 
playwrights, directors and 
actors, a free reading of 
Ajani Jackson’s “Portrait 
of An Earl,” the story of 
an aged jazzman who is 
haunted by failure; and, 
Laurence Holder’s “The 
General,” which delves 
into the mind of Colin 
Powell as he is confronted 
by the highlights of his 
life.

For its inaugural run, 
the HTAF honored three 
“Champion for Change” 
Award recipients. Rev. Al 
Sharpton, founder of the 
National Action Network 
(NAN) received an HTAF 
Award at the presentation 
of “Accept ‘Except.’”  

NAN is one of the lead-
ing civil rights organiza-
tions in the Nation, with 
chapters throughout the 
U.S. Founded in 1991, 
NAN works within the 
spirit and tradition of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. to promote a modern 
civil rights agenda that 
includes the fight for one 
standard of justice, decen-
cy and equal opportunities 
for all people regardless 
of race, religion, national 

origin, and gender.
The HTAF second 

Award recipient Council 
Member Inez Dickens 
was presented with the 
“Champion for Change” 
Award at “The Fannie Lou 
Hamer Story.” 

A lifelong resident of the 
9th Council District that 
includes Central Harlem, 
Morningside Heights, parts 
of the Upper West Side 
and part of East Harlem,  
Ass’t Deputy Majority 
Leader, Inez Dickens 
is highly respected as a 
tireless fighter for basic 
civil and human rights, 
justice, equity, inclusion 
and diversity. She is com-
mitted to improving the 
quality of life for everyone 
in her community and in 
the City of New York.  

Moreover, for over 30 
years beginning as a stu-
dent activist at the side of 
her father and mentor, the 
late Harlem businessman 
and NYS Assemblyman, 
Lloyd E. Dickens, Council 
Member Dickens has taken 
an active role in economic 
development, small busi-
ness with a focus on minor-
ity and women owned 
business enterprise, and 
political landscape of New 
York’s celebrated village 
of Harlem.

The HTAF third 
“Champion for Change” 
Award honored wife, 
mother, philanthro-
pist, actress, singer, and, 
upcoming reality star, 
Dhonna Goodale with 
the HTAF Champion of 
Change Award at the pres-
entation of “Poof.” 

com and Producer Frank Calo adds 
“Renee Flemings can not only make 
each and every character she plays 
distinct and riveting but her choice of 
songs and amazing blues vocals make 
you wonder when this woman will be 
snatched up and skyrocketed to fame!”

Renee’ Flemings’ previous plays 
include Strange Weather (readings 
at Roundabout Theater Company; 
Centenary Stage, NJ; Run of the 
Mill, Baltimore and New Professional 
Theater Company), The Jam (Genesis 
Play Festival at Crossroads Theater, 
NJ).  

Her other plays have been produced 
at Manhattan Theater Source, Spotlight 
On and HERE.  As an actor her most 
recent credits include Law & Order: 
SVU; Macbeth and Sonny’s Blues.  As a 
member of the blues/rock band, Renee’ 
and the Derelicts she has performed 
at Terra Blues, Harlem Tavern and 
Dinosaur BBQ.  

The musical trio that accompanies 
Renee consists of Mario Sprouse on key-

boards as well as the evening’s musical 
director; Paul Bauman on guitar and 
Sal Carolei on blues harp.  

Musical Director Mario E. Sprouse 
has a distinquished career as musical 
arranger/conductor and producer for 
over 30 jazz and pop records for jazz 
legends such as Carmen McRae and 
Grover Washington, Jr.  He was also 
the musical assistant for late, legen-
dary, modern Renaissance man Gordon 
Parks for 20 years as well as being the 
music supervisor for three Parks films 
and producing his first CD of original 
classical music to accompany his new 
book “A Star for Noon.”

Sal Carolei (blues harp) has played 
with legendary Mississippi blues man, 
Floyd Lee; Detroit rock diva Eliza Neals 
as well as playing with Renee’ Flemings 
the the NYC based blues band, Renee’ 
and the Derelicts.  Paul Bauman (gui-
tar) is a veteran of the NY music scene 
having performed in countless venues 
and toured the U.S. and U.K.  He is cur-
rently taking part in the Battle of The 
Boroughs: Manhattan.

Continued from previous page

Alice Backer enjoys the music, 
leanng against the wall exhibiting 
Art Quake prints, part of a portfolio 
of prints whose proceeds will go to 
Haiti. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Black theatre
Continued from previous page

Joan H. Allen, founder, The Harlem Theatre Arts 
Festival (left) with Playwright Karimah holding the 
“Key to the City” at the presentation of her play, 
“Accept Except” at The National Black Theatre.
 Photo by Seitu Oronde
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By Kam Williams
Tobin Frost (Denzel 

Washington) is a veteran 
CIA Agent who has been on 
the run for close to a dec-
ade since being suspected 
of selling military secrets 
to America’s enemies. By 
contrast, straitlaced Matt 
Weston (Ryan Reynolds) is 

Circus Columbia 
(Unrated) Midlife-crisis 
drama, set in Bosnia in 
the early Nineties, short-
ly before the outbreak 
of the civil war, about a 
successful businessman’s 
(Miki Manojlovic) scan-
dalous return home from 
Germany accompanied by a 
flamboyant mistress (Jelena 
Stupljanin), much to the 
chagrin of his estranged 
wife (Mir Furlan) and teen-
age son (Boris Ler). With 
Milan Strljic and Almir 
Mehic. (In English and 
Croatian with subtitles)

Jess + Moss (Unrated) 
Coming-of-age drama 
about the sexual awak-
enings experienced by a 
couple of kissing cousins 
(Sarah Hagan and Austin 
Vickers) over the course 
of a steamy summer in the 
tobacco fields of Western 
Kentucky. With Marie 
Coleman, Don Fleming, 
Haley Strode and Haley 
Parker.

Michael (Unrated) 
Disturbing drama chroni-
cling the five-month ordeal 
of a 10-year-old boy (David 
Rauchenberger) who is 
kidnapped and repeated-
ly raped in a soundproof 
basement by a pedophile 
(Michael Fuith) passing 
as a pillar of the commu-
nity. With Christine Kain, 
Ursula Strauss and Victor 
Tremmel. (In German with 

subtitles) 
On the Ice (R for profan-

ity, violence and drug use) 
Alaskan crime thriller set 
in a tight-knit community 
where a couple of teenag-
ers (Josiah Patkotak and 
Frank Qutuq Irelan) cover-
up the killing of a friend 
(John Miller) by claiming 
he died in a seal-hunting 
accident. Support cast 
includes Adamina Kerr, 
Sierra Jade Sampson and 
Teddy Kyle Smith. 

Putin’s Kiss (Unrated) 
Agitprop expose’ chroni-
cling the gradual disillu-
sionment of Vladimir Putin 
protégé Masha Drakova, 
a Russian teenager who 
finally wised up to the fact 
that she was being used 
by the Kremlin after the 
vicious attack of an opposi-
tion journalist by govern-
ment goons. (In Russian 
with subtitles) 

Thin Ice (R for profanity, 
and brief violence and sexu-
ality) Fargo-inspired crime 
comedy, set in Wisconsin 
in the dead of winter, about 
an insurance agent (Greg 
Kinnear) who finds him-
self framed by an unstable 
locksmith (Billy Crudup) 

in the theft of a retired 
farmer’s (Alan Arkin) rare 
violin. Supporting cast 
includes Bob Balaban, 
David Harbour and Michelle 
Arthur.   

Undefeated (Unrated) 
Oscar-nominated docu-
mentary recounting how 
Memphis’ Manassas High 
School football coach Bill 
Courtney turned around 
his team’s fortunes by 
employing a tenderhearted, 
tough-love regimen. 

Big Budget Films
 
Ghost Rider: Spirit of 

Vengeance (PG-13 for pro-
fanity, intense violence 
and disturbing images) 
3-D Marvel Comics sequel 
finds stuntman-turned-de-
mon hunter Johnny Blaze 
(Nicolas Cage) emerg-
ing from his self-imposed 
exile to protect a woman 
(Violante Placido) with a 
young son (Fergus Riordan) 
from the devil incarnate 
(Johnny Whitworth). Cast 
includes Ciaran Hinds, 
Idris Elba and Christopher 
Lambert.   

The Secret World of 
Arrietty (G) Another ani-

mated adaptation of The 
Borrowers, Mary Norton’s 
children’s classic about a 
family of 4” tall wee peo-
ple who live unnoticed 
beneath the floorboards of 
a house. Voice cast fea-
tures Amy Poehler, Carol 

Burnett, Bridgit Mendler, 
Will Arnett and David 
Henrie.  

This Means War (PG-13 
sexuality, violence and 
profanity) Spy vs. spy 
comedy about a couple 
of CIA Agents (Chris Pine 

and Tom Hardy) who go 
from being best friends 
to sworn enemies after 
discovering that they’re 
dating the same woman 
(Reese Witherspoon). With 
Chelsea Handler, Angela 
Bassett and Til Schweiger.  

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

“Safe House”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity 
and pervasive graphic 
violence.
In English, Afrikaans 
and Spanish with 
subtitles.  
Running time: 
115 minutes
Distributor: 
Universal Pictures

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text SAFE with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 

No charge from 43KIX, std. rates may apply. Text HELP for info.

ALEXA FAIGEN TREVOR MACY MARC D. EVANSADAM MERIMSDENZEL WASHINGTONEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS SCOTT AVERSANORAMIN DJAWADIMUSIC

BYRUBEN BLADES NORA ARNEZEDER ROBERT PATRICK
BRENDAN GLEESON SAM SHEPARD“SAFE HOUSE” VERA FARMIGAUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA A BLUEGRASS FILMS PRODUCTION DENZEL WASHINGTON RYAN REYNOLDS

SCOTT STUBERPRODUCED
BY DANIEL ESPINOSADIRECTED

BYDAVID GUGGENHEIMWRITTEN
BY

BLUEGRASS
FILMS A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC
AND VARÈSE SARABANDE

“‘SAFE HOUSE’ IS THE MOST
INTENSE THRILLER
SINCE ‘THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM’!”

Max Evry, ComingSoon

Strange bedfellows in this universal spy thriller

Denzel Washington as Tobin Frost and Ryan Reynolds 
as Matt Westson in Safe House.

a newcomer to the Agency 
who’s just been itching for 
some action. Unfortunately, 
he’s been stationed in South 
Africa for months where he’s 
only been assigned to main-
tain a backwater safe house 
that’s never been needed for 
a clandestine operation.

Until now. The pair’s paths 
cross soon after Frost decides 
to come in from proverbial 
cold in Cape Town because 
an army of assassins is clos-
ing in on him. The renegade 
spy surrenders himself at the 
U.S. Consulate which in turn 
is directed by top CIA brass to 
deposit him with Weston for 
debriefing.

However, all hell breaks 
loose right after the team 
of interrogators arrives, 
when the safe house unex-
pectedly comes under attack 

by a bunch of gun-toting, 
bloodthirsty mercenaries. 
Frost and West barely escape 
with their lives out the back 
door while all the rest of 
the CIA agents perish during 
the siege. With no idea why 
the supposedly secure loca-

tion had been compromised 
or whether there’s anybody 
whose word they can trust, 
the rookie and the rogue 
suddenly realize their very 
survival depends on mutual 
cooperation.

That is the intriguing point 

of departure of Safe House, a 
riveting, espionage thriller 
featuring non-stop action and 
an ever-escalating, high body 
count. The film might best 
be described as a compelling 
cross of The Bourne Identity 
(2002) and Taken (2008), 
given the former’s “spy on 
the run desperate to clear his 
name” theme and the latter’s 
wanton slaughter and impa-
tient sense of urgency.    

The movie marks the 
English-language direc-
torial debut of Sweden’s 
Daniel Espinosa, who must 
be credited for coaxing yet 
another vintage outing from 
two-time, Academy Award-
winner Denzel Washington 
(for Glory and Training Day). 
In addition, he simultane-
ously allowed romantic com-
edy regular Ryan Reynolds 

to prove himself capable of 
playing more the handsome 
hunk opposite the blonde-of-
the-moment.

The talented co-stars not 
only acquit themselves well 
in the convincingly-chore-
ographed fight sequences, 
but their credible chemistry 
cultivated during downtime 
enables the audience to for-
give the periodic holes in the 
picture’s Swiss cheese script. 
They are helped immeasura-
bly in that endeavor by equal-
ly-powerful, support per-
formances on the part of sev-
eral consummate thespians, 
including Oscar-nominees 
Vera Farmiga (for Up in the 
Air) and Sam Shepard (for 
The Right Stuff) as well as 
Brendan Gleeson and Ruben 
Blades.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
SATURDAY, FEB. 18

Motown Queensboro Performing Arts Center 
presents Las Vegas Tribute to Motown featuring 
the music of The Temptations, The Supremes & 
The Four Tops, 8:00 p.m. at Queensboro Com-
munity College, 222-05 56 Ave., Bayside. Buy 
tickets online at www.visitqpac.org or at the box 
office at (718) 631-6311, Monday-Friday, 10:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Tap & Jazz Circuit Productions’ Susan Gold-
better presents Tap & Jazz Masters featuring 
Broadway dancer & performer Calvin Booker & 
Friends at The Brooklyn Children’s Museum, 145 
Brooklyn Ave. For information & directions, call 
(718) 735-4400.

Mardi Gras Sts. Simon & Jude Church 
presents the 2012 Family Mardi Gras Celebration 
featuring a hot buffet dinner, hot & cold beverages 
& dessert in the church’s lower level,  185 Van 
Sicklen St. at Ave. T, between Van Sicklen & Lake 
streets, Gravesend, Brooklyn.  All encouraged to 
wear festive costumes.  Doors open 6:00 p.m. 
Tickets on sale in the church lobby after weekend 
masses. For tickets & general information, call 
(718) 375-9600, Mon.-Fri., 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 20

J@LC J@LC presents Eric Reed & The University 
of Wyoming Jazz Ensemble, 7:30 p.m. & 9:30 
p.m. at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, 5th Fl., Frederick  
P. Rose Hall at Lincoln Center, Broadway @ 60th 
St, N.Y.  For tickets & information, call (212) 258-
9595 or visit jalc.org.

TUESDAY, FEB. 21

J@LC J@LC presents Cyrus Chestnut Quartet, 
Tues. - Sun., 2/21-26, 7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m. plus 
11:30 p.m. on Fri. & Sat. at Dizzy’s Club Coca-
Cola, 5th Fl., Frederick  P. Rose Hall at Lincoln 
Center, Broadway  @ 60th St, N.Y.  For tickets & 
information, call (212) 258-9595 or visit jalc.org.

Jazz Meets Flamenco J@LC presents Jazz 
Meets Flamenco featuring jazz guitarist Doug 
Wamble  accompanied by tap dancer Jason 
Samuels Smith & flamenco guitar virtuoso Nino 
Jesele accompanied by flamenco dancer Juan 
De Juan, Friday & Saturday, 2/24 & 25, 7:30 p.m. 
& 9:30 p.m. in The Allen Room at Frederick P. 
Rose Hall, Lincoln Center, Broadway @ 60th St., 
N.Y.  Tickets can be purchased thru jalc.org or 
CenterCharge, (212) 721-6500 or at the Lincoln 
Center Box Office.

SATURDAY, FEB. 25

People’s Voice Cafe People’s Voice Cafe 
presents a great night of music, dance, magic, 
comedy & storytelling featuring James Cannings, 

Credit Union is offering free tax preparation every 
Wednesday, 12 noon - 7:00 p.m. & Fri., 10:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m,. at Bronx Independent Living 
Services, 4419 Third Ave, Ste. 2C, Bronx. For 
more information & necessary paperwork, call 
(718) 515-2800 ext. 111 or for an ASL interpret-
er, call & make appointment with Ms. Saldana at 
(866) 882-3244.

Free Tax Help The Brooklyn  Cooperative 
Federal Credit Union & the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program will be offering free tax help 
to low- to moderate-income residents of Bedford 
Stuyvesant & Bushwick. In addition to providing 
free, high-quality tax preparation, the program 
gives Central Brooklyn residents an opportunity to 
open credit union accounts. For more information, 
call (212) 505-EITC (3482).

Adoption “You Gotta Believe!,” a community 
based older child adoption agency is looking for 
families (regardless of age, marital status, gender 
or income) who would be willing to provide love 
& nurturing to a child in the foster care system. 
Classes held on Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Church, 2801 W 8 St., in Coney Island 
& Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. at Church of the Holy 
Redeemer, 2424 Linden Blvd. in East New York. 
For information, call (718) 372-3003.

Foreclosure Prevention If you’re interested 
in obtaining a modification or just concerned 
about your mortage, come in for free services, 
counseling & assistance every Tuesday at 2:00 
p.m. Open House sponsored by NHS of East 
Flatbush.  To RSVP or more more information, call 
(718) 469-4679.

Home Improvement Did your roof collapse?  
Does your boiler need replacement?  Do you 
need major repairs done?  NHS of East Flatbush 
can assist you. Ask about the 5-3-5 program & 
Emergency Repair Program. For more informa-
tion on Home Improvement Programs call (718) 
469-4679.

Winter Aches & Pains Jamaican Fountain 
Pimento Oil is an all natural, chemical & preserva-
tive free herbal medication that relieves sore 
muscles, stiff joints, nerve damage, circulation 
issues, fluid retention amongst a host of other 
ailments. Call Sandra at (866) 223-2414 to book 
a free massage appointment for your place of 
worship, senior citizens group or nursing home. 
For more information, visit www.pimentooil.com.

Tai Chi Stop. Breath. Relax.  Join Tai Chi Easy, 
a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese healing, taught by Daniel 
Weicher, certified teacher in Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the 
Moore Street Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on 
Humbolt St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. 
Call (914) 673-6016 for information.

Vendor Registration Black Christmas 2012, 
A Holiday Season with a Purpose, will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2012, at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
in Manhattan. For details & fees on early, regular 
& late vendor registration call Norman Cole at 
(212) 714-4531.

Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

NYC Streetsingers & Pearls of Widsom Storytell-
ing, 8:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m,. at the People’s Voice 
Cafe, Community Church of N.Y., 40 East 35 
St., between Park & Madison avenues, N.Y. For 
information, call 212-787-3903.

Fashion Show The People of the Sun Middle 
Passage Collective will hold a Fashion Show 
& Annual Fundraiser for the Tribute to Our 
Ancestors of the Middle Passage & honoring 
Dr. Michael Wiltshire, principal, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Medgar Evers College Auditorium, 1650 Bedford 
Ave., Brooklyn.  For information contact Akeem at 
(718) 270-4902.

Community Cafe The Eastern Queens 
Alliance, Inc.  invites you to particiapte in its 
Comnmunity Cafe, a neighborhood conversa-
tion about life in Southeast Queens featuring the 
topic combating the youth violence epidemic, 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at York College, CUNY, 
Faculty Dining Room, 94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. 
Breakfast served. To RSVP & for information call 
(347) 824-2301 or visit info@easternqueensalli-
ance.org.

ONGOING

Black History Month The African Burial 
Ground National Monument is celebrating Black 
History Month with an array of activities through-
out the month of February at 290 Broadway, 
Lower Manhattan, close to Foley Square & just 
north of City Hall. The visitor center is open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. All 
activities are free & open to the public. Reserva-
tions are required & can be made by calling 
(212)737-2019 or visit www.nps.gov/afbg for 
schedule of events.  

Improv Comedy The Magnet Theater, 254 
W. 29 St., ground floor, between 7 & 8 avenues, 
N.Y., presents a variety of performances & special 
events, throughout the month of February, by im-
prov masters & visiting international artists, Mon-
day - Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - midnight.  A detailed 
schedule & description of each night’s line-up 
can be found at www.magnettheater.com. Ticket 
prices vary; reservations are recommened & can 
be made by calling (212) 244-8824.

Free Tax Preparation The Bethex Federal 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Children’s Program 
   The Mount Carmel Worship & Outreach 
Center, 788 East 46 St., between Clarendon 
& Ave. D, Brooklyn, is offering a children’s 
tutoring/computer training program, stand-
ardized test preparation & job skills training 
program, Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
For registration details, call (971) 609-0909.

Financial Coaching 
We all have goals - paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving our credit score, etc., etc. 
The Financial Capabilties & Coaching Program 
is a personal approach to help reach goals. For 
more information, call the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of East Flatbush at (718) 469-4679.
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TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

Verlene Cheeseboro, director 
of Public Affairs of the Church Of 
Scientology Harlem was ordained as a 
minister on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2012.

 Pastor Rev. Phyllis Mack performed 
the ceremony during Sunday serv-
ices, enabling Cheeseboro to carry 
forth the message that Scientology, 
the study and handling of the spirit 
in relationship to itself, others and 
all of life, offers a pathway to great-
er freedom by giving the individual 
the data to solve his own problems, 
accomplish his goals and gain lasting 
happiness.

The ordination, the first for the 
Church of Scientology, was conduct-
ed during Sunday Services in which 
parishioners and non-parishioners 
alike took part.

Reverend Cheeseboro, was given 
the honor of closing the services by 
reading the Scientology Prayer For 
Total Freedom.

Harlem Scientology Church 
ordains its first minister

Rev. Phyllis Mack (right) completing the ordination of Rev. Verlene 
Cheeseboro. Photo courtesy of V. Cheeseboro

Visit us online at 

www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

Open 7 Days A Week 
MON-FRI 7:30AM-8PM, SAT 7:30AM-6PM, SUN 9AM-4PM
No Appt. Necessary, Oil Changes, 30 Min. Or Less. 
Tire Rotation, Batteries, Wipers, Filters & MORE!

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

HONDAOFNEWROCHELLE.COM
30 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE

(ACROSS FROM NEW CAR SHOWROOM)

888.905.3771

FOR ANY 1ST TIME HONDA OF NEW ROCHELLE CUSTOMER

Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 
can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/22/12 Bronx Times Edition Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 

can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 2/22/12 Bronx Times Edition

YOUR VEHICLE’S MAINTENANCE MINDER SYSTEM TRACKS THE REMAINING ENGINE OIL LIFE IN YOUR VEHICLE. IT 
THEN DISPLAYS MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYMBOLS IN THE ODOMETER/TRIP METER AREA. AS PART OF THE MAINTE-

NANCE MINDER SYSTEM, A SEPARATE “WRENCH” ICON APPEARS, INDICATING THAT REQUIRED MAINTENANCE IS DUE. 

WATCH FOR 
THE WRENCH

The Best of Caribbean Life…

is just a click away.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

Brooklyn/Staten Island Edition

email: caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

16
Pages of 

Classifieds

Section starts 

on page 43

12 pages of coupons 

to save you cash

Special reader bonus

By Donna Lamb & Kenton Kirby

The announcement Monday 

that key legislative leaders, under 

threat of a government shutdown, 

had agreed to  go along with Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s do-or-die budget 

proposal, does not go over well with 

thousands of city and state employ-

ees who turned out Thursday, 

March 24, to make their voices 

heard.
“I’m fit to be tied,”  John Quesnoe, 

a Brooklyn  barber,” complained to 

a Caribbean Life reporter. “Why 

should we have to bear the burden, 

while the rich get off scotch free.” 

Qesnoe was among the several 

thousand union members, students 

and community activists, mem-

bers of District Council 37 -- the 

largest labor union in New York 

City, rallied outside City Hall and 

marched through the financial dis-

trict with a clear message: “Stop 

threatened budget cuts that would 

cause schools to close, tuition to 

rise, severely cut social services 

and force thousands more layoffs of 

municipal workers.”

Their anger was with the rich, 

who they insisted must pay their 

fair share of city and state taxes, so 

that the rest of society is not forced 

to carry a disproportionate amount 

of the New York financial burden. 

Days before a compromise was 

reached between  Senate  leader  

By David Mcfadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) — Jamaican Prime 

Minister Bruce Golding 

said Thursday that U.S. 

Embassy officials displayed 

a “belligerent attitude” 

toward his government 

after Washington sought 

the extradition of a reputed 

crime boss with ties to his 

political party.

Golding said the U.S. 

Embassy’s charge d’affaires 

pressured his justice 

minister to quickly hand 

over alleged drug kingpin 

Christoper “Dudus” Coke 

during at least two phone 

calls within days of his 

government receiving the 

August 2009 extradition 

FIT TO BE TIED
Unions fight back against 

state, city budget cuts

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Jamaica 

complains 

about U.S. 

pressure

At workers’ 

rally, student 

mounts charg-

ing bull to sym-

bolize defeat 

of Wall Street 

values. 

Photo by 

Donna Lamb

LAMINATES

Any Room

$699

FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$299
www.1800RugsRUs.net

(up to 288 sq ft)

Brooklyn/Staten Island Edition

email: caribbeanlife@cnglocal.comFREE

011

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

16 Pages of Classifieds
Section starts on page 43

8 pages of coupons to save you cash

Special reader bonus

By Ben Fox and Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Former Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand “Titid” Aristide returned 
home from seven years in exile to a 
celebrity welcome Friday, mobbed 
by close allies and journalists out-
side his private plane before being 
hustled into an airport VIP lounge 
as crowds of supporters rallied in 
the streets outside the terminal.

Aristide waved and blew a kiss 

to the small crowd at the runway, 
then began to deliver a speech 
in which he thanked his chant-
ing, jubilant supporters. His wife, 
Mildred, wept.“This man is our father, with-

out him we haven’t lived,” said 
31-year-old Sainvil Petit-Frere, 
one of about 3,000 cheering and 
chanting supporters in a quickly 
growing crowd. “This is the doctor 

By Nelson A. KingThe United Nations said on Mar. 17 that 33 countries will participate this week in the Caribbean region’s first full-scale tsunami warning exercise as part of its efforts to test and strengthen the region’s defenses against such disasters. The U.N. said the exercise, dubbed “Caribe Wave 11,” aims to test the early warn-ing system for tsunamis and other coastal hazards set up in the region in 2005 by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), established under the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The exercise will be based on a fictional earth-quake measuring 7.6 on the 

TITID’S 
BACKAristide returns to Haiti

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Full-scale 
tsunami 
drills

Haiti’s former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide gestures to supporters 

from the plane as his wife Mildred stands behind him as they arrive to 

the airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday March 18, 2011. 

 

AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States has approved 

eight more airports for charter 
flights to and from Cuba, permit-
ting more people to travel to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean coun-
try.

Obama administration officials 
said the airports include Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson, the world’s 
busiest, and Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport. 

The other airports approved 
include those in Baltimore, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Tampa and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Prior to the March 9 decision, 
flights to Cuba were only allowed 
from Los Angeles, Miami, and New 
York. 

The expanded flights are in 
keeping with Obama’s decision, 
announced earlier this year, to 
further reach out to the Cuban 
people. 

“As Hartsfield-Jackson is the 

By Bert Wilkinson 
For the second time this 

month, Caribbean govern-
ments have been forced to 
go into emergency mode 
to check on the well-being 
of, or arrange for the hasty 
departure of citizens from 
far-away countries plagued 
by civil unrest or natural 
disaster, with the latest 
relating to the plight of 
nationals living in Japan, as 
the country reels from last 
week’s devastating earth-
quake, tsunami and fears of 
a nuclear meltdown. 

A month ago, diplomats 
at foreign ministries across 
the region were working 
feverishly to make contact 
with and arrange flights 
for Caribbean citizens who 
wanted to abandon mostly 
Islamic study stints, tour-
ism and petroleum indus-
try jobs as civil unrest 
boiled in Egypt and later in 
neighboring Libya.

Hours after the 8.9 
magnitude quake struck 
Japan, calls were placed by 
Caribbean governments to 
Tokyo and other Japanese 
cities where nationals from 
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access to Havana
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All O’ That Is Mas!
Trinidad and Tobago celebrated one of the best carnivals in 
recent memory, culminating on March 15 with the grand Mardi 
Gras competition at Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain. 
This  Yuma masquerader, was a delight to onlookers as she 
waded across the stage.  See Page 27.  Photo by Coral King

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more 

 Updated every weekday!

Caribbean Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classified Section

ACROSS

1. Desert survivors
6. Orlando Bloom in “Lord of 
the Rings”
9. Type of ski lift
13. German destroyer
14. “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
recluse
15. Bob and _____
16. Civil rights marches started 
here
17. Clingy plant
18. Galactic path
19. *Grammy Awards venue 
sponsor
21. *Bruno Mars’ hit
23. Between “ready” and 
“fire”?
24. Marie Antoinette’s hairstyle
25. “Time,” e.g.
28. Surrender
30. Total bore, Yiddish
35. One on a list
37. Less than average tide
39. “Queen of Mean”
40. Head of hair
41. Old European coin
43. Panache
44. Homer’s classic
46. Causes a pucker
47. Pluribus
48. Treating place
50. Fan reaction
52. Indicates maiden name

53. Don’t do it when someone’s 
down
55. *AC/DC won their first 
Grammy for “___ Machine”
57. *Nominated comedian
61. *2012 Grammy Awards 
host
65. Binary digits code
66. Ryder Cup team
68. Icy hut
69. Heard by Horton
70. Cow chew
71. Dissociative state
72. Evil side of Dr. Jekyll
73. Author of “The Star-
Spangled Banner”
74. “The Second Coming” poet

DOWN

1. Spew profanities
2. Aid and ____
3. Jolt, e.g.
4. Home to Buccaneers
5. Right-leaning characters
6. Goes with flows
7. *___ Rawls, Grammy-
winning soul singer
8. Forfeit
9. Type of seabird
10. Bottle to a baby?
11. Like a devoted fan
12. Network of nerves
15. Full of grief
20. Make corrections

22. ___-D.M.C.
24. NBC’s logo
25. Will Ferrell as G. W. Bush, 
e.g.
26. “__ ___ costs”
27. Mozart and Einstein, e.g.
29. ____ ex machina
31. Often precedes “necessary”
32. Baseball Hall of Famer Ryan
33. Foolish
34. *Recipient of most 2012 
Grammy nominations
36. *Taylor Swift’s hit
38. *MusiCares Person of the 
Year
42. Type of fishing net
45. Tiny antelope
49. Formerly OSS
51. Assuage or conciliate
54. Hen’s call
56. Scallywag
57. Done in loads
58. *Grammy of sports
59. Froze, as in kicker
60. Basmati, e.g.
61. *Stefani Joanne Angelina 
Germanotta’s title
62. Soviet gymnast Korbut
63. Oaf
64. They’re average?
67. Famous T-Rex
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By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls announced last 

week that it signed Crestwood (N.Y.) native 
and former Fordham University standout 
goalkeeper Ryan Meara.

“Ryan is a talented, young goalkeeper 
who we think can develop into a solid con-
tributor,” said New York Red Bulls General 
Manager and Sporting Director Erik Soler. 
“We are happy to sign him to his first pro-
fessional contract and are also content to 
bring in another local player to the first 
team.”

Meara was drafted 31st overall in the 
2012 MLS SuperDraft. He recorded 31 
shutouts in 74 appearances and in 2011, 
posted a .862 save percentage, which was 
sixth overall in the NCAA Division I. Meara 
was one of two new goalkeepers that will 
be a part of the 2012 Red Bulls; the club 
also recently signed Jeremy Vuolo, 25, from 
Downingtown (PA), who spent the past year 
with Finnish club AC Oulu after a year at 
Syracuse University.

“After doing extensive scouting, we 
believe that Jeremy has a very bright future 

By Robert Elkin
The track and field coaches at Uniondale 

High School are very proud of the efforts 
turned in by the athletes in the Section VIII 
or Nassau County championship meet in 
winning their 30th overall championship.

It was teamwork, led by Nyder 
Chardonette, a native of Haiti, in the 
55-meter high hurdles with a winning time 
of 7.82 in the semi-final round and 7.79  
clocking in the finals, and by running an 
opening leg of the third place 1600-meter 
relay team during his last year at Uniondale 
High. Chardonette thus defended his title 
in the hurdles.

A two-sports athlete, Chardonette helped 
to pace Uniondale to the team crown and 
in the process earned all-County honors 
as he heads into the State meet and then 

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘West Indies selectors ought to start prepar-
ing players now, to field the best team for the 
Australia series beginning March 16.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 29

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

Queens/Long Island Bronx/M
anhattan/W

KIRANI MAGIC

By Kevin Williams
World champion Kirani James of 

Grenada won the men’s 400 meters 
in 45.96 seconds — the fastest in 
the world so far this year in the New 
Balance Indoor Grand Prix in Boston on 

Saturday night.
American Josh Scott was second 

in 46.54; 3, Renny Quow, Trinidad & 
Tobago, 46.70; 4, Tabarie Henry, Virgin 
Islands, 46.88; 5, Michael Tinsley, 
United States, 47.38 and 6, Johnny 

Dutch, United States, 48.86.
During the celebration of Grenada’s 

38th anniversary of Independence on 
Saturday at the Grand Prospect Hall 
in Brooklyn, Prime Minister Tillman 

Continued on next page
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Kirani James leads the pack in the 
Men’s 400 Meter Dash with a time 
of 45.96 seconds at the 2012 New 
Balance Grand Prix at the Reggie 
Lewis Track & Athletic Center in 
Roxbury, Massachusetts.

GrenadianGrenadian
runner securesrunner secures
another firstanother first

Red Bulls sign 
goal keeper 
Ryan Meara

Uniondale H.S. 
track champs
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the  outdoor or spring track and field 
season.

“It’s a great honor to add on to 
the legacy here at Uniondale,” said 
Assistant Coach Elijah Blue. “We have 
a lot of good kids (who) work hard for 
us. I’m very  proud of all of them.”

And Chardonette, a versatile ath-
lete leads the way in his senior year 
as he is graduating come June, thus 
stepping up to another level of com-
petition.

“Chardonette looks great, and had 
a performance well done,” said Blue. 
“He’s a great kid and a great competi-
tor. Everybody around likes him. He’s 
very personable,  always congratulat-
ing other guys. His progress has been 
tremendous. And he plays soccer in 
the fall.”

In fact, Chardonette, a forward on 
the booter squad, became the first 
high school soccer all-American ath-
lete in the school’s history last fall. 
He has been playing it for most of 
his life.

“He was real pleased and very happy 
about being an all-American,” Blue 
went on during the Section VIII track 
meet at St. Anthony’s High School in 
Huntington. “Also he’s a pretty hum-
ble kid. After getting that honor, he 
focused more on his track. His goal is 
to get All-American (honors) in track, 
as well.”

Chardonette,  who is among the 
top hurdlers on Long Island, started 
running when he attended middle 
school in Uniondale, but did not take 
it seriously at the time. He has since 
progressed tremendously.

In addition by playing soccer made 
him still quicker. Some sports such 
as football or soccer plus indoor and 
outdoor track could be very helpful 
to the athlete, especially on the high 
school level.

“It (plus a little weight training) 
actually helps prepare the kids with 
a lot of exposure,” continued Blue, 
who ran at Uniondale and then at New 
York Tech college. “One (sport) helps 
the other.”

“Soccer helps an athlete more for 
running than does football, because 
the athlete is constantly running  (in 
the former sport),” said Freeport’s 
Jonathan Greenwood, winner of the 
600-meter run in the County meet 
in 1:22.46.

Freeport finished with 29 points 
good for sixth place in a field of 24 
scoring high schools.

Chardonette will continue with 
soccer in college but is unsure that he 
will do both sports on the next level. 
He hopes to stay in the immediate 
area for college. If he has a choice of 
the two sports, he would go with soc-
cer. He likes everything about soccer.

Continued from previous page

Uniondale 
track legacy

Thomas made the 
announcement of James’s 
victory and the audi-
ence reacted with great 
applause.

Thomas said at age 38, 
“we have gained the world’s 
attention and admiration 
as a world player in athlet-
ics, with two finalist and a 

400M world champion in 
Kirani James. I can still 
recall our collective pride 
and spontaneous celebra-
tion. We applaud our ath-
letes’ efforts and commend 
their success.”

James who became a 
world champion last year 
will be making a run for top 
honors at the 2012 London 

Olympics. He is also rep-
resenting the Caribbean’s 
LIME telecommunications 
company.

LIME, the Caribbean’s 
largest cellphone pro-
vider, announced recently 
that James had signed a 
three-year deal to repre-
sent the company in the 
Caribbean.

Continued from previous page

Next step: 2012 London Olympics

ahead of him and can compete at the MLS level,” 
said Soler. “He had a very good year playing 
professionally in Finland and brings many great 
attributes to the table. We expect that he will 
compete for a starting spot this year.” 

The Red Bulls open the 2012 regular season 
on Sunday, March 11 at FC Dallas’ Pizza Hut 
Park at 3:00 p.m. The home-opener will be on 
Sunday, March 25 versus the Colorado Rapids at 
4:00 p.m. at Red Bull Arena.  

Continued from previous page

Red Bulls

By Azad Ali
The West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB) announced the schedule 
for the Digicel Series 2012 and the 
picturesque Arnos Vale Cricket 
Ground in Antigua will host the 
first three One-Day Internationals 
(ODIs) when West Indies meets 
Australia in March and April this 
year.

The series include a total of five 
ODIs, two Twenty20s and three 
Test series and will be hosted in 
five countries.

The Tests will be played at 
Kensington Oval, Barbados, 
Queen’s Park Oval, Port of 

Spain and the Guyana National 
Stadium.

The last two ODIs and the first 
Twenty20 will be played at the 
Beausejour Cricket Ground in St. 
Lucia while the second Twenty20 
will be contested at the Mecca 
of cricket in the Caribbean- 
Kensington Oval, Barbados.

Digicel Group Director of 
Sponsorship Karl Donnelly said, 
“As proud sponsor of West Indies 
cricket, we are excited to be host-
ing one of the top teams in the 
world as part of the Digicel Series 
2012, in what is sure to be an 
excellent tour.”

WICB announces Digicel Series schedule

Digicel Group Director of Sponsorship Karl Donnelly.
 Photo courtesy of Digicel

By Patrick Horne
The issue of racism in soccer has 

raised its ugly head again, this time in 
the English Premier League last Saturday 
when Uruguayan Luis Saurez, who plays 
for Liverpool Football Club, failed to shake 
Patrice Evra’s hand before kick-off of a 
league encounter against host Manchester 
United at Old Trafford.

Saurez was playing in his first game for 
Liverpool after an eight-game ban by the 
English Football Association for racially 
abusing Evra, who is Black, during a game 
between the teams at Liverpool last October. 
Both players had agreed with their respective 
coaches to shake hands before Saturday’s 
game, a customary gesture of good sports-
manship before all soccer games throughout 
the world, and in this case, an opportunity 
to put this incident to rest - an incident that 
embarrassed  English football and Liverpool. 
Instead, Saurez’s refusal to shake hands 
- even as Evra attempted to - showed disre-
spect for his manager, the Liverpool Club 
and the game. More importantly, it was an 
opportunity lost to support the efforts of 
many to ‘red-card’ racism in soccer.  

What probably brought the issue to this 
point was the failure of Liverpool Coach 
Kenny Dalglish and the club, to issue a 
statement at the time of the initial incident, 
condemning racism in the game. The state-
ment would have made their position on 
racism in soccer clear and sent  a strong 
right message to Saurez and the soccer 

world; instead, Dalglish’s misguided efforts 
to support his player led to T-shirts being 
printed with slogans of support for Saurez 
that were worn by Liverpool players at 
practice that indicated blind support for 
the accuser. It was the wrong message sent 
to Saurez and the soccer world. Liverpool 
eventually issued a statement condemning 
the player’s unsportsmanlike conduct last 
Saturday, and Saurez also issued an apology, 
eventually, but this was all too late.        

Even after Saturday’s game, Dalglish 
failed to address the issue when confronted 
by reporters. He claimed that he did not 
see the no-handshake, but whether he had 

seen the incident or not, he was aware of 
the situation and should have issued a state-
ment condemning the player’s unsports-
manlike conduct. Dalglish didn’t seem to 
grasp the idea that Saurez’s action tarnished 
the ‘beautiful game’ at a time when players 
and administrators are expending energy to 
give racism in soccer the boot. The coach 
failed to realize that he has a job to defend 
the game, which allows him to continue to 
make a very good living, the reputation of 
Liverpool Football Club, where he played, 
and English soccer.  Racism will not be 
booted from the game until players, coaches 
and administrators are relentless in their 
efforts to do so.  

The English Football Association did its 
part by suspending Suarez after a thorough 
investigation. It went further recently in 
stripping Chelsea defender John Terry of 
the English captaincy because of a pending 
court appearance by the player to answer 
charges that he racially abused and anoth-
er Premiership player, Anton Ferdinand of 
Queen’s Park rangers, during a game last 
December. The English - who pride them-
selves as the modern inventors of the game 
and who recently condemned FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter for being complacent in 
helping to stamp out racism from the game 
when Blatter misguidedly state that racist 
remarks could be settled by a handshake - 
cannot afford to be viewed as complacent 
in handling these racist incidents in the 
English game. 

Racism must be booted from soccer

Manchester United’s Patrice Evra, right, 
attempts to shake hands with Liverpool’s 
Luis Suarez, left, during their English 
Premier League soccer match at Old 
Trafford Stadium, Manchester, England, 
Saturday, Feb. 11, 2012. 
  Photo/Jon Super
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Spinners from the 
various teams in the 
Regional Four-Day Cricket 
Tournament dominated 
the second round of the 
competition.

Nikita Miller, the left-
arm spinner from Jamaica, 
picked up match figures 
of 10 wickets for 49 runs 
against Barbados at Sabina 
Park in Jamaica. 

Miller grabbed 5 for 25 
in the first inning and came 
back in the second inning 
and picked up 5 for 24 from 
(17.5 overs). Jamaica scored 
287 and 162. Barbados 
scored 157 and 172, los-
ing by 120 runs. Barbados 
pacer Kemar Roach bowled 
fiercely picking up 5 for 31 
from 19 overs.

Ryan Austin Wrecks 
Leewards

Colleges and Combine 
Campuses spinner Ryan 
Austin picked up 5 for 51 in 
10.5 overs. The CCC defeat-
ed the Leewards within two 
days by an inning and 15 
runs.

Veerasammy Permaul 
6 for 91 Against the 

Windwards

Guyana Captain and left-
arm spinner Veerasammy 
Permaul picked up six 
wickets for 91 runs in 
the Windward Islands’ 
first inning, total of 252 
runs. Guyana were bowled 
out for 138 runs in their 
first inning giving the 
Windwards first inning 
points and a lead of 114 
runs.

Deonarine, Barnwell 
and Fudadin Struck 

Back Heavily

Three half-centuries 
from Guyanese batsmen 
gave Guyana a respectable 
second innings total of 294 

runs. Narsingh Deonarine 
84, Christopher Barnwell 
75 and Asad Fudadin 51. 

Windward Islands 
Defeats Guyana by 5 

Wickets

Devon Smith and 
Johnson Charles put on a 
partnership of 105 for the 
second wicket, taking the 
honors away from Guyana. 
Chasing 181 to win, the 
Windward Islands reached 
183 for 5 with 23-year-old 
Johnson Charles scoring 
66, Devon Smith 43 and 
Andre Fletcher 41 not out. 

Strong Squad Needed 
for Aussies Visit

Australia begins its 
tour of the West Indies 
from March 16 to April 

27. Five Digical One-
Day Internatonals, three 
Digical Test-matches and 
two Digical Twenty20 
Internationals are sched-
uled. West Indies selectors 
have the task of selecting 
the best possible teams to 
compete. Regional bats-
men have the responsibil-
ity of getting themselves 
in the best possible form in 
preparation for the tough 
games ahead.

Trinidad & Tobago bats-
man Adrian Barath will 
be playing a major role 
for the West Indies at the 
top of the order. At this 
stage, it is unknown who 
will accompany Barath in 
the opening position in the 
Test matches. 

The Indian Premier 
League is a major concern 
because Darren Bravo and 
Sunil Narine may miss 
most of the Australian 
matches after they were 
offered contracts. West 
Indies selectors ought to 
start preparing their play-
ers early. 

Spinners dominate regional tournament

Jamaican left-arm spinner Nikita Miller. 
 AP Photo/ Eranga Jayawardena

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

LIMITED OFFER! TRADE IN 
ANY HONDA, TOYOTA, OR HYUNDAI, 
AND GET AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$1000!

0%APR0%APR0%APR0%APR

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA
Stk#500419, 
VIN#CN457668, 
VIN#CN474226, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE
Stk#500346, 
VIN#CW702100, 
VIN#CW363293, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA
Stk#500274, 
VIN#CC812805, 
VIN#CC813005, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Stk#500496, 
VIN#CW204327, 
VIN#CW205993, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

BayRidgeNissan.com

5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†72 mos @ 3.9% APR financing w/$2991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. 

Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 2/22/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

179179179
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2007 
BMW X5 AWD
$28,981

*

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7755-82K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2004 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$25,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, 3rd Row, Stk#U7842-18K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 DODGE

DURANGO 4X4
$22,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7205-20K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7713-39K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CALIBER
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7634-17K mi.

9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200
$16,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7091-36K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$17,981
Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$18,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7378-28K mi.

7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Alloys, Stk#U7827-47K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.
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FWD, SLT-2 perforated leather, 3.0L- V6 cargo management package, rear cargo security cover, cargo
convenience net, roof rack crossbars, 19" chrome clad aluminum wheels, rear entertainment system,
rear seat dual-screen dvd, remote, 2-headsets, audio system w/ navigation, am/fm stereo, cd player,
radio data system, aux jack, 7-inch touch screen, navigation & voice recognition, 40 gb hard drive,
trailering equipment. 200 miles. Stk# 19848 MSRP $37,145

$31979

2011 GMC
TERRAIN

5 available
at similar
savings!

2012 CADILLAC CTSAWD

The Better Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

S t a r t T h e Y e a r O f f R i g h t

All offers, add tax & reg. fees. REGAL Price includes $3,000.00 Customer cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) **0.0% for 72 months (Terrain 60 months ) in lieu of $3,000.00 customer cash( Regal ). TERRAIN Price includes $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) *GM program car with
only 200 miles. Metallic Paint Additional. . Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( US Bank ) $0 down, no security deposit, bank fee $695, Price includes: $5,900 Customer Cash Rebate, $2,000 non-GM Conquest ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. No 1st Payment. $395 Disposition fee at lease end. / SRX ( GMF Financial ) $0 down,
no security deposit, bank fee $650, plus 1st Month payment. Price includes: $1,250 Customer Cash Rebate, $2,000 GM Conquest. $350 Disposition fee at lease end.12k miles per yr. 30¢ ( CTS .18¢ ) thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $19,766.60 & SRX $22,517.00 ) . ( Must be a NON GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) †† Must
have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 2-29-2012.

BUICK

2012CadillacModels IncludeCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.

CadillacCelebrates ItsNewEdition...

BUICK
in Great Neck!

in Great Neck!

6 Speed Automatic,
1yr. Onstar, Turn By Turn

Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$299
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC SRXFWD

Now Is The Perfect Time To Take Advantage Of These Exceptional Offers From North Bay Cadillac.

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and Gas
Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,940

LEASE FOR

$379
*

per month 39 months

LUXURYEDITION

Perforated leather, 2.0l dohc 4 cyl turbo, 6 spd automatic transmission, TO7
equipment package, airbags, rear seat mounted, power sunroof, interactive
drive control system w/ sport & tour modes, wheels, 19" prefer alloy, high
intensity discharge headlamps, premium 9 speaker system, audio system w/
navigation & single cd/dvd player. Stk# 19321. MSRP $38,155

2011 BUICK
REGAL CXL TURBO

0.0%
Financing available
for 72 months**

( Terrain 60 Months )

2 available
at similar
savings!

$31155

The New Standard of theWorld.




































