
By Nelson A. King
A report released on 

Mar. 8 by the Multilateral 
Investment Fund (MIF), 
a member of the Inter-
American Development 
Bank (IDB) group, said 
that Latin American and 
Caribbean migrants sent 
US$61 billion in remittanc-
es to their home countries 
last year.

The report said the latest 
figure represents a 6 percent 
increase from US$57.6 bil-
lion in 2010, confirming the 
upward trend in migrants’ 
money transfers that started 
in mid-2010.

The IDB said there was a 
“double digit drop” in remit-
tances in 2009 as a result of 
the global economic crisis. 

“In 2011, nearly every 
country in this region 
received a greater dol-
lar amount in remittances 
than the previous year,” the 
report said. 

“For the remittance mar-
ket in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, 2011 was 
a year of renewed growth 
after the 2008-2010 period, 
despite persistent economic 
uncertainty in Europe,” it 
added. 

For 2012, the MIF expects 
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Young Hindus participate in the 24th Annual 
Phagwah Festival in Richmond Hill, Queens.  
See page 6. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Continued on page 4

Indo-Carib celebration

By Bert Wilkinson 
By the time Easter rolls around, a del-

egation of Caribbean Community prime 
ministers should be in Anguilla on a mis-
sion to show support to the government 
and its people who say they fear that 
“mother country” Britain, is preparing 
to retake full control of the colony and 
impose direct rule from London, in much 
the same way it has done in the Turks and 
Caicos islands.

As an associate member of the 15-na-
tion trade bloc, Anguilla does not have 
full voting rights in Caricom but Chief 
Minister Hubert Hughes used the oppor-
tunity at last week’s two-day summit in 
Suriname to sound alarm bells about 

what he termed as ominous signs from 
London that it wants full control of daily 
life on the island of less than 17,000 
people.

He said Britain has already made it 
clear that it has no plans to grant greater 
executive autonomy like self-governance 
to the island, much less full independence 
as some islanders seem to want, because 
“they believe we have an abundance of 
oil, gas and fish life. They have deemed 
Anguilla now to be a valuable British 
asset that should not be let go, and that 
is the problem,” he told Caribbean Life in 
Paramaribo.

His lobbying of the meeting has result-
Continued on page 4

ANGUILLAANGUILLA
FEARSFEARS  U.K. U.K. 
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Leaders sense a London coup

Billion$
sent home
last year
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Caribbean 
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News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued on page 18

Caribbean

International leaders 
will give US$65 million 
in concessionary loans 
to 18 Caribbean nations 
to help the islands 
defend their coasts and 
fragile economies from 
the impact of climate 
change.

The European 
Investment Bank will 
channel its lending 
through the Barbados-
based Caribbean 
Development Bank, 
which recently 
announced the initia-
tive.

The program will pro-
vide low-cost funds for 
public and private sector 
projects that deal with 
climate change adapta-
tion or help reduce car-
bon emissions.

The U.N. network 
of climate scientists 
projects that seas might 
rise as much as 1.924 
feet (0.59 meters) by 
2100, expanded by heat 
and runoff of melting 
land ice. Few regions in 
the world are as threat-
ened from rising seas as 
the Caribbean.

 
Bahamas

The Bahamas unveiled 
a national stadium that 
China built for more 
than US$50 million as 
the Asian country ramps 
up investment in the 
Caribbean region.

Government officials 
from both the Bahamas 
and China recently inau-
gurated the 15,000-seat 
Thomas A Robinson sta-
dium. Sports Minister 
Charles Maynard said the 
stadium was a gift, with 
no strings attached.

The stadium was 
built using only Chinese 

By Nelson A. King
Haitian officials say 

the earthquake-rav-
aged, French-speaking 
Caribbean county has 
received a significant 
boost with the Mar. 6 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for a new emergency 
operations center, disaster 
relief warehouse and fire 
station.

Haiti’s Ministry of 
Interior said the center, in 
Fort-Liberte, is the first of 
10 such emergency opera-
tions centers and disaster 
relief warehouses, eight 
community clusters and 
14 fire stations to be con-
structed throughout the 
country. 

The Fort-Liberte facil-
ity marks the begin-
ning of the next phase 
of construction under 
the auspices of the U.S. 
Southern Command’s 
Humanitarian Assistance 
Program in partnership 
with the Government of 
Haiti, the statement said. 

Haiti’s Minister of the 
Interior, Thierry Mayard-
Paul, who presided over 
the ground-breaking cer-
emony, said that func-
tional emergency opera-
tions centers and disaster 
relief warehouses “are not 
only critical in saving lives 
and minimizing damage 
during disasters, they 
also enhance institutional 
capacity throughout Haiti 
so we can increase safety 
in all parts of the coun-
try.” 

Daniel Foote, deputy 
chief of mission, U.S. 
Embassy, representing the 
U.S. Southern Command, 
said Haiti’s civil prepared-
ness projects have entered 
construction phase and are 
one step closer to helping 
the government of Haiti 
provide vital services to 
communities in the Nord-
Est Department. 

“This emergency oper-
ations center will allow 
local emergency response 
personnel to collect and 

analyze reported informa-
tion, make decisions, and 
manage Haiti’s collective 
response to emergencies 
or natural disasters,” he 
said. 

By providing additional 
fire-fighting and emer-
gency service capabilities 
to the Fort Liberte area, 
Foote said the fire station 
facility will play a “signifi-
cant role” in the event of 
a larger-scale emergency 
within Haiti. 

“The new facilities will 
also enable us, through 
the Civil Protection 
Agency (DCP), to improve 
the quality of life of our 
communities, provid-
ing vital safety services,” 
Mayard-Paul said. 

“We could not do this 
without the unwavering 
support of our friends 
in the United States 
who, through Southern 
Command, the embassy 
and USAID (United States 
Agency for International 
Development), along 

with the United Nations 
Development Program, 
World Food and others in 
the international commu-
nity, help us turn necessi-
ties into plans, and plans 
into reality,” he added. 

Mayard-Paul said the 
new facilities will be 
used as soon as availa-
ble, with plans to hold 
community first aid 
trainings as part of the 
DPC’s recently-launched 
annual campaign, “Civil 
Protection is Everyone’s 
Responsibility.” 

“At the Ministry of the 
Interior, we are follow-
ing through on our com-
mitment to identify the 
most pressing needs of the 
Haitian people, and turn 
those needs into plans that 
materialize into actual 
infrastructure, tools and 
programs that will benefit 
communities across the 
country,” he said. “That 
is the essence of our com-
munity-based decentrali-
zation program.” 

By Vinette K. Pryce
Simultaneous to the visit 

of Britain’s Prince Harry to 
Jamaica, in St. Kitts, a royal 
couple delivered sentiments 
from Queen Elizabeth 
II on the occasion of her 
Diamond Jubilee and 60th 
year of reign.

While her grandson 
tested his mettle against 
Usain Bolt, the fastest man 
on earth, her youngest 
son and his wife, the Earl 
and Countess of Wessex, 
Prince Edward and 
Princess Sophie visited 
the former British colony 
in the eastern Caribbean.

Greeted by the twin-
island federation’s 
Governor General, Sir 
Cuthbert Sebastian, and 
Prime Minister, Dr. Denzil 
L. Douglas, the royal 
pair toured historic sites 
including Brimstone Hill 
Fortress National Park.

A cultural performance 
brought to life the island’s 
heritage with a calypso 
rendition composed spe-
cifically for the Queen’s 
jubilee celebration. 

Hundreds of visitors 
and nationals gathered to 
watch the royal couple.

In Jamaica, Prince 
Harry honored his chal-
lenge to the Olympic 
sprinter and technically 
beat him twice at his race. 
In actuality, Bolt yielded to 
the crown prince when an 

ignored false start allowed 
him to forge ahead as Bolt 
watched, laughed and 
clapped the young mon-
arch.

During a second 
attempt, Bolt coasted 
slowly allowing the prince 
victory and at least a story 
for the BBC to tout in his 

homeland. The prince also 
visited the headquarters of 
the Jamaica Constabulary 
Forces, the Victoria 
Jubilee Hospital (named 
for Queen Victoria) and 
King’s House, the resi-
dency of the -- governor 
general -- the queen’s rep-
resentative on the island.  

By Nelson A. King 
Grenada has called for inter-

national collaboration and 
cooperation to effectively com-
bat “cyber terrorism.”

In addressing the 
Washington-based Organization 
of American States’ (OAS) 
12th annual meeting of the 
Inter-American Committee 
Against Terrorism (CICTE), on 
Mar. 7, Grenada’s Permanent 
Representative to the OAS, 
Gillian Bristol, the outgoing 
chair of the CICTE, stressed the 
need for such collaboration. 

“The question is no longer 
whether our system will get 
attacked, but rather when,” she 
said. “We must be prepared.

“Responding to cyber threats 
does not require one govern-
ment, agency or department, 
but cooperation and communi-
cation between entities domes-
tically and internationally, and 
both in the public and private 
sectors, and at home, and in 
schools, and in centers of rec-
reation,” the envoy added. 

“We must, therefore, unite 
in our assessment of risk and 
vulnerability in order to deter-
mine the potential impact of an 
attack on critical infrastructure, 
and ensure that such infrastruc-
ture is properly protected,” she 
continued.

Bristol said the theme of the 
12th regular session “encom-
passes priorities, action and col-
laboration necessary to face this 
terrorist threat at the national 
and hemispheric levels.” 

OAS Secretary General José 
Miguel Insulza, who inaugu-
rated the meeting to discuss 
and adopt a declaration on 
“Strengthening Cyber Security 
in the Americas,” underscored 
the power of rapid technologi-
cal advances to provide new 
and valuable services to citi-
zens. But he noted that they 
also offer criminals new ways 
to attack. 

Royalty still a hit in Jamaica

Britain’s Prince Harry follows the signature victory gesture of Olympic sprint 
champion Usain Bolt, Tuesday, March 6, 2012 following a mock race at the 
University of the West Indies, in Jamaica.  AP PhotoJohn Stillwell/PA

G’da raises 
alarm over 
cyber terror

Amb. Gillian Bristol.
 Photo courtesy OAS

Disaster Relief Clusters
Groundbreaking for emergency operations center in Haiti



Page 3 • Caribbean Life • Queens/Long Island Bronx/M
anhattan/W

estchester • M
ar.16-22, 2012

By Gideon Manasseh
Samuel (Sam) Walton 

was born on Dec. 13, 1948, 
to Symera and Joshua 
Walton, in Harlem and 
raised on 137th St. and 
8th Avenue (also known as 
Frederick Douglass Blvd.). 
He died of a kidney infec-
tion at Mt. Sinai Hospital 
on Fifth Ave. on Feb. 21, 
2012.

Sam’s life passion was 
documentary filmmak-
ing and oral history of the 
Harlem community. He 
and his friend Sam Gaynor 
started a program called, 
“We Care for Self Help” in 
1968 by young people who 
were mentored by Ken and 
Mamie Clark, directors of 

Northside Center for Child 
Development. 

Its mission was to fos-
ter community solidar-
ity by bridging the inter-
generational divide among 
Harlem residents. Over 
the years, he renamed the 
incorporation, “We Care 
Media Arts” and partnered 
with Columbia University, 
through its internship 
program in film and oral 
history, to record the 
memories of Harlem’s 
local leaders and its older 
generation with Columbia 
film students.

His work includes a 
documentary celebrating 
the past 100 years of Crisis 
Magazine (2010); a docu-

mentary celebrating the 
work of Mamie and Ken 
Clark regarding Brown v. 
Board of Education (2004), 
a documentary honoring 
Ella Baker, civil rights 
leader (2000), and many 
wonderful interviews with 
Harlem’s  elite leadership 
over the past 30 years.

Sam also worked for 
the New York City Human 
Resources Administration 
for over 30 years helping 
others attain housing, 
welfare and Medicare, but 
his passion and reason 
for existence was docu-
mentary filmmaking and 
oral history of his beloved 
community of Harlem -- a  
craft he mastered so well.  

 He is survived by his 
loving wife Sonia, his 
son Songhai A. Walton of 
Fort Myers, Florida; two 
brothers, James Walton of 
Columbia, South Carolina 
and Joseph Walton of New 
York City;  three nieces, 
one nephew and  a host 
of very special family and 
friends.    

Samuel Walton tribute

Sam Walton.

By Tangerine Clarke
U.N. humanitarian 

chief Valerie Amos scored 
another first on March 
9, on a mission to the 
war-torn central Syrian 
city of Homs to negotiate 
uninterrupted entry of aid 
workers to evacuate the 
injured.

The Guyanese small 
town girl who excelled 
in her adopted home of 
Britain, said her aim was 
to urge all sides to allow 
delivery of the essential 
supplies and evacuatioin of 
the wounded.

The British Independent 
reported that the Syrian 
regime had denied an ear-
lier request by the U.N.  
But with persistence, 
and sanctions by Russia 
and China she finally was 
allowed entry on humani-
tarian grounds.

Amos who is the first 
major international figure 
to visit Baba Arm since the 
government launched its 
latest assault on Homs. 

Amos who became 
Baroness Amos in 1997, 
when then British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair 
appointed her as a life 
peer, is the first Black 
woman ever to serve in 
that capacity. 

During this bold under-
taking, Amos reaffirmed 
her commitment to taking 
on challenges that have 
charted her career since 

migrating to Britain at the 
tender age of 12 with her 
parents and two siblings.

Her work as a researcher 
for local Labor Party coun-

cils in London, as well as 
serving as women’s issues 
and relations officer, are 
just important roles Amos 
took on after co-founding 
Amos Fraser Bernard, an 
international consultancy 
business.

Her breakthrough and 
historic accomplishments, 
as the first black woman 
ever appointed to the 
British House of Lords, 
and the her appointment 
as new secretary of state 
for international develop-
ment, made Amos one of 
the most influential indi-
viduals in Britain society.

As the British Foreign 
Office officer for interna-
tional and domestic aid 
agencies and foreign gov-
ernments, Amos is credited 
for raising the standard of 
living in developing coun-
tries around the world.

An online biography 
quoted Amos as saying 
that her achievement was 
the harbinger of a new, 
21st Century era. She 
told a South African audi-
ence that the last vestige 
of colonialism had van-
ished and the fact “it is me 
standing here as a British 
minister, a descent of 
those colonized, is surely 
demonstration of this.”

Guyanese on humanitarian 
mission to war-torn Syria

UN Humanitarian chief Valerie Amos seen during 
a meeting with Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu, unseen, in Ankara, Turkey, Friday, 
March 9, 2012. AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici

By Nelson A. King
A large number of 

Vincentian calypsonians in 
New York were among the 
general population of expa-
triots in shock and sorrow 
over the sudden passing of 
Gerard “Rasum” Shallow, 
on the night of March 4. 

Shallow, a school teach-
er, former  calypsonian 
and parliamentarian, was 
reportedly found dead in 
the yard of his home in the 
Marriaqua Valley on main-
land St. Vincent. 

Reports indicate that the 
erstwhile senator died of a 
heart attack. He was 52.

“It’s very sad to hear 
about his passing,” said 
John Dougan, president of 
the Dynamite Calypso Tent, 
the lone Vincentian calyp-
so tent in New York, in a 
Caribbean Life interview.

“He was a very good 
writer and singer,” added 
Dougan, who also hails 
from the Marriaqua Valley. 
“Everyone was surprised 
about his death. He was a 
young fellar (fellow) and 
very friendly, too.”

Dougan disclosed that 
the Dynamite Calypso Tent 
will pay a special tribute to 
“Rasum” during the prelim-
inary round of the calypso 
competition in New York on 
June 1.

Another calypsoni-
an, Franklin “Supadex” 
Richards, a former president 
of the Dynamite Calypso 
Tent, said “Rasum” was one 
of the better calypso writ-
ers in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

“The only person next to 
him is ‘De Man Age’ (former 
national calypso mon-
arch, whose real name is 
Errol Winston Rose),” said 
Richards, who currently 
serves as public relations 
officer of the Dynamite 
Calypso Tent.   

“His song, ‘Perseverance,’ 
is one of those songs that’ll 
never die,” he added. “The 
guy was a visionary.

“He’ll be a great loss 
to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines,” Richards con-
tinued. “He spent most of 

his life in public service – 
giving back one way or the 
other.”

“De Man Age,” who, like 
“Rasum,” was also a school 
teacher, said “Perseverance” 
was one of the better calypsos 
to be produced in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.   

“He (‘Rasum’) will be 
remembered for that song,” 
he said. “It’s just unfortu-
nate that a calypsonian, 
like him, passed so quickly. 
“He was one of the best 
we had. He could sing. He 
had a good voice. He could 
deliver. 

“Even though he stayed 
out (of the calypso arena for 
a while), he was still a top 
calypsonian,” ‘De Man Age’ 
told Caribbean Life. “He 
must be remembered for 
his contributions in teach-
ing and calypso.”

Another calypsonian, Earl 
“Exposer” Isles, said he had 
looked up to “Rasum.”

“It’s sad to hear about his 
death,” he said. “It’s a great 
loss. He was still a young 
man.”

Ainsley Primus, another 
former president of the 
Dynamite Calypso Tent, said 
“Rasum” succeeded him 
in becoming a member of 
the defunct, popular band, 
X-adus.

“It’s a great loss,” said the 
organizer of the New Sound 
Calypso Competition for the 
Brooklyn, New York-based 
entertainment group, Level 
Vibes.

“He ‘Rasum’ was an 
intelligent guy who wrote 
conscious lyrics,” Primus 
added. “When you look at 
‘Perseverance’, it’s a heavy 
sound.

Vincies pay 
tribute to 
favorite son

Gerard Rasum Shallow.
Courtesy of The Vincentian newspaper
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remittances to this region to grow at 
a similar rate as last year. 

The report said most of the money 
continued to be sent from traditional 
host countries, such as the United 
States and Western Europe. 

In the United States, source of 
about three-quarters of remittances 
to Latin America and the Caribbean, 
foreign workers saw improving 
employment and wage levels, the 
report said. 

As a consequence, it said migrants 
made more transfers for higher 
amounts than the previous year.

In contrast, the report said uncer-

tain employment prospects in Europe 
resulted in drops in remittance flows 
to the region in the fourth quarter 
of 2011.

The report said remittances remain 
a major source of income for many 
countries in this region. 

“In several of the smaller and poor-
er nations, they far exceed external 
aid and net foreign direct invest-
ment,” it said. 

“The importance of these flows lies 
in the vital role they play for millions 
of recipient families that depend on 
remittances for basic needs, even in 
countries with higher GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) levels,” it added. 

“In the absence of this regular 
source of income that these families 
receive from their family members 
abroad, many would fall below the 
poverty line,” the report continued. 

The IDB said, in recent years, as 
regional economies improved, remit-
tances have become a smaller share 
of the GDP.

It, however, said that, in several 
countries, remittances are still more 
than 10 percent of GDP. 

For example, in Haiti, which last 
year received nearly US$2.1 billion, 
remittances represented more than 
one quarter of the national income, 
the report said. 

ed in leaders agreeing to send a 
fact-finding delegation in early April 
to sound out the situation for them-
selves. Hughes said Britain recently 
banned his cabinet and legislature 
from naming high-ranking officials 
like permanent secretaries and heads 
of department” as it gradually takes 
control of our daily affairs.”

He argued that Anguilla’s geograph-

ic position allows it to be the only 
island with enough marine space to 
have a 200-mile Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEC), because ”there is noth-
ing else north of us until Bermuda. 
So other than Guyana, we have the 
largest fishing grounds available to 
any island in Caricom and that is 
another reason the Brits want to take 
full control.”

Roosevelt Skerritt, the prime min-

ister of Dominica says that the lead-
ers are serious on the issue, having 
seen London retake full control of 
daily life in the Turks (and Caicos 
Islands),  “so a delegation of heads 
of government will go to Anguilla in 
the first week of April, because our 
fear is that we will have another TCI 
in Anguilla. 

“We want to send a clear message 
to the governor that we are serious.”

Fear of London coup in Anguilla

Continued from cover

Continued from cover
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More money flowing into the Caribbean

By Neson A. King
Barbados has became the latest Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM)-member country to remove visa restrictions 
for Haitian diplomats and business people seeking to travel 
to the island on business, according to media reports. 

To date, 10 of the CARICOM-member states have 
signed the agreement with Haiti, aimed at helping the 
earthquake-ravaged country, French-speaking Caribbean 
country rebuild by growing its economy.

“Haiti is a member of CARICOM, and we, as members, 
have to facilitate our regional people,” the Miami Herald 
quoted Barbados’ Foreign Minister Maxine McClean as 
saying.

 “Certainly, a good place to start is with businessmen, 
especially at this time,” she added. “It is important that 
they be able to move around the region.” 

The paper said McClean signed on behalf of Barbados, 
while Haiti’s CARICOM Special Envoy John P. Alexis, 
signed on behalf of his country, during the just-concluded 
CARICOM summit in Paramaribo, Suriname.  

It said the agreement is part of a larger one by CARICOM 
in aiding Haiti rebuild by allowing free movement of diplo-
mats and business people with a United States, French or 
United Kingdom visa seeking to do business. 

According to the Herald, Alexis said, overall, the sum-
mit was a success for Haiti, stating that in addition to the 
visa waiver agreement with Barbados, Haiti received an 
extension for the Haiti-CARICOM Office to stay open for 
the next six months. 

Barbados removes 
visa restrictions 

for select Haitians
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HOT LIST!
S     LES     
DON’T MISS OUR SPECIAL PURCHASES...
THE SEASON’S NEWEST LOOKS AT PRICES 
SO HOT, THEY WON’T LAST LONG!
MACY’S CARD/PASS DISCOUNT DOESN’T APPLY TO SPECIAL PURCHASES. 

25%-5O% OFF STOREWIDE PLUS TAKE AN

EXTRA 2O% OFF† 
WHEN YOU USE YOUR MACY’S CARD*. †EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE BELOW.

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 1O%-2O% OFF! Free shipping with $99 purchase. 
Use promo code: HOT for extra savings; offer valid 3/14-3/18/2012. Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details.

HOT LIST SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 3/14-3/25/2012, EXCEPT AS NOTED. �*Purchase must be made on a Macy’s credit card or by a Macy’s credit cardholder paying with a Macy’s Gift 
Card, Rewards Certifi cate, EZ Exchange Card or merchandise certifi cate. Cardholders must present Macy’s credit card at time of purchase. �†Use your Macy’s Card & take an extra 
20% off select sale & clearance apparel for him & her; or, take an extra 15% all sale & clearance fi ne & fashion jewelry, shoes, coats, suits, dresses, intimates; suit separates & sportcoats 
for him and select home items; or, take an extra 10% all sale & clearance watches and electronics & electrics. EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), special purchases, specials, super buys, 
apparel for boys, girls & infants, cosmetics/fragrances, men’s store electronics, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., macys.com, 

services. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. EXTRA SAVINGS VALID THROUGH 3/18/2012. 

EXTRA 15% OFF
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM & HER, 
PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY & SELECT HOME ITEMS

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL! 
(EXCEPT SPECIAL PURCHASES, SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), special purchases, specials, super buys, apparel for boys, girls & infants, 
cosmetics/fragrances, men’s store electronics, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special 
orders, selected licensed depts., macys.com, services. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra 
discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES.

Valid 3/14-3/18/2012
ELECTRICS/ELECTRONICS & WATCHESSTOREWIDE ITEMS

OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

EXTRA 1O% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, 
SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES; SUIT SEPARATES 
& SPORTCOATS FOR HIM & ELECTRICS & ELECTRONICS
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Tell state lawmakers: Save Downstate
Medical Center. Restore $68 million
in funding to SUNY hospitals now.

Call 1-877-255-9417
or go to saveSUNY.org

Keep all of University
Hospital in Brooklyn open.

Health care costs keep rising,
beyond the reach of many.

But at SUNY hospitals, the
doors are open to all, regardless
of ability to pay ... unless Albany
fails to restore their funding.

Then, SUNY Downstate’s University
Hospital in Brooklyn could close
inpatient and outpatient services.
Patients with critical illnesses or
life-threatening injuries could be
forced to travel farther and wait
longer for treatment.

Don’t let Albany jeopardize New York’s health.

The union thatmakes SUNYwork

Phillip H. Smith, President

United University Professions

By Tangerine Clarke
The sunny warm weather 

on Sunday 11 certainly com-
plemented the arrived of 
spring in the Hindu calendar, 
that was celebrated at the 24th 
Annual Phagwah Festival in 
Richmond Hill, Queens.

Also known as Holi, the 
festival attracted an estimat-
ed 25,000 Indo-Caribbean 
nationals who lined Liberty 
Avenue to witness beautifully 
decorated floats, and revelers 
who danced to the sound of 
recorded Indian music, and 
tass drumming. 

Many on foot were dressed 
in traditional Indian regalia, 
carrying banners and flags 
that represented their rich 
cultural heritage. Young and 
old got into the merriment 
of throwing colored dyes on 
each other to celebrate the 
colorful flowers in bloom in 
the spring season. 

The white clothes, and 
faces of the festivalgoers were 
covered in the “Abrac” powder 
in red, yellow, blue green and 
pink. 

Traditionally celebrated on 
the first Sunday after the first 

full moon on the Hindu cal-
endar, Holi also celebrates the 
triumph of good over evil and 
the welcome of the New Year.

The festival culminated 
with a spectacular cultural 
presentation in Smokey 

Oval Park in Richmond Hill. 
Elected officials, John Liu, 
David Weprin and Peter 
Vallone, who attended the cel-
ebration, complimented the 
community on their achieve-
ment.

Guyana’s Ambassador to 
Washington Bayney Karran 
who was one of the Grand 
Marshalls, praised the parade 
organizes for putting on the 
festival and parade in what he 
called an efficient and peaceful 

manner. 
“People are having a good 

time,” said Karran who noted 
that Phagwah was the biggest 
festival in Queens. 

“This is a tremendous cel-
ebration for the community,” 

said Karran who recalled that 
the first festival 24 years ago 
was only attended by 70 per-
sons. 

“It is a blaze of color; cul-
ture, fun and frolic said the 
ambassador excitedly. I am 
happy to be here,” he added.

Trinidad and Tobago 
Ambassador to New York, Dr. 
Neil Parsan in turn, used the 
season of renewal and com-
mencement of spring, as a 
way to make a positive con-
tribution, and acknowledge 
this festival in particular as 
it coincides with the 50th 
Independence Anniversary of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

A representative from 
the office of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg complemented 
the Hindu Parades and 
Festival Committee before 
handing over a proclamation 
to member Pandit Ramlall. 

Others in attendance 
were Consulate General to 
New York, Brentnold Evans, 
Executive Director of GABPC, 
Shanie Persaud, politician 
Albert Baldeo, and prominent 
businessmen Herman Sing 
and Romeo Hitlall.

Queens residents celebrate Phagwah

Executive Director of Guyana America Business Council Shanie Persaud, (left center) and Council member 
Peter Vallone Jr. during the Phagwah parade on Liberty Avenue. Albert Baldeo is pictured at far left.
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?
INJURED?

DISCRIMINATION AT

WORK?

Drummond & Squillace, PLLC

718-776-0001
www.dswinlaw.com

Attorney
Stephen Drummond

Former Prosecutor

Attorney
Joann Squillace

Trial Lawyers

Mageeras, dhantals, 
and drums accompanied 
chowtal singers featured in 
the Phagwa celebration on 
March 7 at the Consulate 
headquarters in New York.

The Phagwa or Holi fes-
tival, which celebrates the 
advent of Spring and the 
destruction of the demo-
ness Holika, coincided with 
a welcome rise in tempera-
tures in New York.

Consul General 
Rudrawatee Nan 
Ramgoolam exhorted the 
audience to beware of 
“bringing up a child without 
culture and religion as this 
was an opportunity to cre-
ate rogues” and Permanent 
Representative to the 
United Nations Ambassador 
Rodney Charles praised 
nationals for their love of 
culture and passion, which 
he described as unique in 
the world.      

Pundit T. Samaroo 
Ramayan & Chowtaal 
Group of New York, Shiva 
Mandir and Shiva Mandir 
Affiliates Chowtaal group 
with singers of all ages gave 

Chowtal, Phagwa at T&T Consulate

Consul General Rudrawatee Nan Ramgoolam (left) 
makes a presentation to the Shiva Mandir Chowtaal 
group. Photo courtesy of T&T Consulate

exuberant performances 
while U.S. #1 tassa band 
had members of the audi-
ence on their feet “danc-
ing the tassa.”  Vegetarian 
fare provided by Trinidad 
Golden Palace, Nio’s West 
Indian Restaurant and Ali’s 
Trinidad Roti shop were 

enjoyed by all.  
While the city landscape 

still wears the grey of win-
ter, the Consulate head-
quarters, draped in colour-
ful fabric and the sarees and 
shalwars of the attending 
ladies were evocative of the 
abeer, which were thrown 

on participants on Sunday, 
March 11 when the festival 
was celebrated in Trinidad 
and Tobago and New York. 
Celebrations in New York 
traverse Liberty Avenue, a 
hub of the Indo-Trinidadian 
Diaspora, and culminate in 
festivities in Smokey Park 
in Queens, NY.   

The Phagwa celebration 
is the second in a series of 
events co-organised by the 
Interfaith committee com-
prising spiritual leaders of 
different faith under the 
auspices of the Consulate. 

Upcoming events include 
Shouter Baptist Day, which 
will be celebrated on March 
29 and an Interfaith and 
Thanksgiving Service to 
commence the celebra-
tion of the 50th anniver-
sary of Independence of the 
Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago on April 14 at York 
College, Performing Arts 
Center, Jamaica, N.Y.     

The Consulate General 
of the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago.
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All phones require new 2-yr. activation & data pak. While supplies last.

ENJOY SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 
“Highest Ranked Customer Service Performance among Full Service 
 Wireless Providers,” according to J.D. Power and Associates.

Verizon Wireless received the highest numerical score among full service wireless providers in the proprietary J.D. Power and A ssociates 2011 Vol. 2-2012 Vol1. Wireless Customer Care Full Service StudiesSM.  2012 Vol. 
2 study based on responses from 9,098 consumers measuring 4 full service wireless providers and measures opinions of consumers who contacted customer care within the past year. Proprietary study results are 
based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed July–December 2011. Your experience may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 
Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & add’l charges apply to device capabilities. Offers & coverage, varying 
by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wk s & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in 195 cities in 
the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. © 2012 Verizon Wireless. E7496

 
DROID BIONIC by MOTOROLA
With the Box app you can  
simply and securely view  
and share files on the go.
$9999  
16 GB: $149.99 2-yr. price –  

$50 mail-in rebate debit card.

 
 

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.
Staying connected to the things that matter most on
America’s Largest 4G LTE Network is a win for the whole family.

DRDRDRDRRDRROIOIOIOIOIDDDDD
WiWiWiWiththth t tttttt
sisisimppmpmplylylly
anananndd ddd sssss
$99

aaaaammmmmmiiiiiilllllllyyyyyyy..

eeee nnnnnneewwewew 222-yyyyrrrr aaactctctivivattata ioionnnnn &&&& dadadadattata pakkk WhWhWhilililileeee sususuupppppplililieeses lllasaasttt

Samsung Stratosphere™
Access thousands of Android™  
apps and have info  
on the go with incredibly  
fast 4G LTE speed. 

BUY ONE
GET ONE  FREE $9999 
$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card. 

Free phone: $50 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
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Letters to the Editor are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Editor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech 
Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the 
individual’s verifiable address and telephone number included. Note that the address 
and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or 
withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.
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Corporate Headquarters: One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, New York 11201
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brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.

Op-Eds

By Kathleen Rogers
Optimistic environmentalists believe 

that future generations will view the 
first half of the 21st century as the 
birth of a global green economic revolu-
tion. Indeed, investment and advances in 
technology, coupled with anxiety regard-
ing climate change, are already pushing 
global leaders to embrace a sustainable 
future. Unfortunately, that optimistic 
vision is clouded.

The stark fact is that almost all green-
revolution investors and decision-mak-
ers – those who are defining and design-
ing the green economy – are from a 
single demographic: men. International 
Women’s Day presents a timely and 
important opportunity to examine why 
women should be leaders in the green 
economy.

Like any revolution, a substantial risk 
exists that the green revolution will move 
in unpredictable or wrong directions. All 
economies are stronger when the people 
leading them bring diverse points of 
view. Certainly, creating a sustainable 
economy and breaking habits of over-
consumption and fossil-fuel dependency 
are difficult tasks. Let’s examine some of 
the reasons why including women in the 
construction of the green economy is a 
good idea:

·Women make the vast majority of 
consumer choices. Stimulating women’s 
enterprises is critical to taking advantage 
of this important commercial opportu-
nity.

·Women are driving economic growth. 
The increase in women’s employment in 
rich nations of the world has contributed 
more to global GDP growth in the past 
two decades than new technology or new 
economic giants China and India.

·The proportion of women in a coun-
try’s legislature significantly reduces the 
level of corruption in the country. Less 
corruption benefits not only women 
entrepreneurs but also all businesses.

·Women are better at putting resources 
back into the community. Women usu-
ally reinvest a much higher percentage 
of their earnings in their communities 
than men, accelerating development. 

·Women’s repayment rates are higher. 
When women are direct beneficiaries of 
credit, their repayment rates are higher 
throughout all regions of the world.

Despite these facts, real barriers to 
women’s full participation in designing 
and developing the green economy exist. 
For example:

·Women-owned companies face prob-
lems in bringing their businesses to 

scale, including lack of access to capital 
and business networks. While women 
own about 30 percent of U.S. businesses, 
only about 5 percent of all equity capital 
investments go to businesses headed by 
women, and just 3 percent get invest-
ments from venture capital.

· Women have less access to the global 
supply chain. Only a fraction of govern-
ments and large corporations actively 
source from women-owned businesses.

·Women entrepreneurs face discrimi-
natory laws in many places around the 
world.

How   do we fix this? To start,  corpo-
rations, governments and international 
institutions should adopt quotas for par-
ticipation – from board rooms to nation-
al forums to multilateral negotiations.

Once the initial problem of represen-
tation is taken care of, we can get down 
to the business of breaking down legal 
barriers to women’s full participation 
in the green economy. We need a com-
prehensive examination of national and 
international law and protocol dealing 
with the economy, energy and environ-
ment for bias against women. Then, we 
need to alter the language to promote 
inclusiveness.

Once problems in the system are fixed, 
we can go further. For example, formal 
policies and legal mechanisms should 
be adopted to support preferential treat-
ment for loan guarantees; promote wom-
en’s full participation in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics 
education; and create investments and 
market incentives to enhance women’s 
entrepreneurship.

In the meantime, we also have to 
fix how women as leaders of the green 
economy are perceived. We need train-
ing for journalists that includes height-
ened awareness of the gender gap. And 
we have to make gender, development, 
the green economy and climate change 
“hard” issues – and not perceived as 
“soft” issues only for women journalists.

As  the world tries to recover from its 
financial crisis and, at the same time, 
recognizes the lack of sustainability of 
the existing economy, we cannot afford 
to let barriers to women’s participa-
tion stand. The facts are clear: Bringing 
women into the design and develop-
ment of the green economy will result 
in a better, more sustainable, more just 
economy. Let’s ensure that happens.

Rogers is president of Earth Day 
Network and leads the Women and the 
Green Economy (WAGE®) campaign.

© American Forum. 2/12.

By Kimberly N. Alleyne
America’s Wire

Health disparities are creating economic 
burdens for families, communities and 
the nation’s health care system. Across 
the country, infant mortality and chronic 
diseases continue to affect people of color 
at rates far higher than those for whites. 
In recent years, the focus has increased 
on the impact of disparities on minority 
communities, with public officials, com-
munity activists, civic leaders and health 
care experts proposing ways to improve 
access to medical care and raise aware-
ness of positive benefits of preventive care. 
But health experts say the economic toll 
of health disparities and substantial costs 
associated with lost productivity are being 
overlooked.

“Racial and ethnic groups have higher 
incidences of diabetes, high blood pres-
sure and cancer, et cetera,” says Brian D. 
Smedley, vice president and director of 
the Health Policy Institute at the Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies 
in Washington, D.C. “That prevalence [of 
chronic diseases] comes with a price tag in 
terms of excess direct medical costs, nearly 
$230 billion over a four-year period that we 
studied.”

The study found that between 2003 
and 2006, 30.6 percent of direct medical 
care expenditures for African-Americans, 
Asians and Hispanics were excess costs 

due to health inequalities. The study esti-
mated that eliminating health disparities 
for minorities would have reduced direct 
medical expenditures by $229.4 billion and 
slashed indirect costs associated with ill-
ness and premature death by more than $1 
trillion for those years.

The 2010 National Healthcare Disparities 
Report documented that racial and eth-
nic minorities often receive poorer care 
than whites while facing more barriers 
in seeking preventive care, acute treat-
ment or chronic disease management. 
The report is produced by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality in the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). 

According to the report, minorities also 
experience rates of preventable hospitali-

Health dispartities and 
financial burdens

Women leading the 
green economy

Continued on page 12

Thomas A. LaVeist (left) and Brian D. 
Smedley.
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HOME BUYERS/OWNERS SEMINAR

Industry
Experts

will be available 

to answer your 

questions and 

concerns

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

MARCH 28, 2012 • 7:00 PM

This Seminar is Sponsored by The Law Offices Of

GEORGE RUSSO & ASSOCIATES PC

800-522-4100
valleynationalbank.com

To qualify for $150, open a qualifying checking account with a minimum deposit of $100 and receive $75 cash when you sign up for Mobile Banking 
and $75 when you initiate a monthly direct deposit such as a payroll, pension, Social Security or other government benefi ts or by enrolling in online 
banking and completing three merchant bill payments. The required transactions must be completed within the fi rst 60 days of account opening to 
qualify. Cash will be credited within 90 days of account opening and may be reportable as taxable income. Offer valid for new checking customers only. 
Products limited to one per customer, two per household. Funds deposited must be new money from another fi nancial institution. See a representative 
for qualifying accounts, complete terms and conditions. ©2012 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC.  VCS-4522

Open a checking account with mobile banking and direct deposit 
or bill pay and start banking anytime, anywhere.

Banking at 
your f ingertips. 

$150 in your pocket.

Free online banking Free eStatements
Free mobile and text message  Get account alerts and transfer funds

At Valley, we bring banking to you!

Visit one of our 211 branch of� ces in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Queens, Long Island and New Jersey.

By Les Slater
A few years ago, his stint as secretary of state in the 

Bush administration behind him, Colin Powell’s status in 
the Republican Party was given a no-holds-barred review 
by the unfailingly detestable Dick Cheney, after Powell had 
the chutzpah to criticize one of the zillion trashy and/or 
repugnant bits of commentary out of the mouth of Rush 
Limbaugh. Limbaugh’s place as a leader of the GOP, Cheney 
said, was well beyond wherever Powell stood in that regard. 
So there!

We’ve always found curious Powell’s devotion to a party 
from which he received such shabby treatment after he exit-
ed his military career and poked his head into politics. Being 
told that he couldn’t hold a candle to a Rush Limbaugh 
ought to have been the last straw. Limbaugh’s on-air con-
tent is predictably the kind of sick stuff that, for most of 
us outside of that nether universe over which he exercises 
dominion, any episode would presumably elicit a “What else 
is new?” reaction. Like clockwork, though, we get, every 
so often, this outsize creep outdoing himself, as happened 
when he chose to call that Georgetown University law stu-
dent  “a slut” because of her support for insurance-covered 
contraceptives. All of the hullabaloo in the aftermath of that 
nugget – sponsors bailing out on the show, a phony “apol-
ogy” from Limbaugh, etc – will pass into oblivion in short 
order,  clearing the way for the ongoing diet of crud to be 
ladled out to the loonies salivating for it. 

No matter the extent of mainstream outrage when 
Limbaugh comes up with one of these hoof-deep-in-mouth 
performances, you get a sense of Limbaugh’s influence 
among the yahoos. Worse, some politicians whose calcula-
tions cater heavily for support from that element, do all 
sorts of balancing acts for Limbaugh and his flock to avoid 
the doghouse. As if Mitt Romney didn’t already look pathet-

ic enough in his full-court press to suddenly be Mr. Ultra 
Conservative, there was the pasty declaration from him 
that Limbaugh’s ignoramus rant was “not the language I 
would have used.” Behavior so obviously demanding strong 
condemnation but which gets instead this pussyfooting 
nonsense is indicative of the stranglehold Limbaugh types 
have on poor saps like Romney.

As is so frequently the case, the real reaction was to be 
found well beyond the arena where political mind games are 
the offered fare. David Letterman called applause received 
from his studio audience, “as sincere as a Rush Limbaugh 
apology.” Following which he quipped that Limbaugh was 
opposed to contraceptives, “but Vicodin is okay?”

Which only further dramatizes how secure these far-
right screamers are in the feeling that they have a whole 
mess of actual and would-be political heavy hitters over a 
barrel. Given his well documented past on the drug abuse 
front, you would think abuse of any drug -- of which he 
was suggesting the victim, Sandra Fluke, was guilty – was 
a designated “off limits” area for Limbaugh. Not a chance. 
Kowtowing politicians make that kind of brazenness pos-
sible.

President Obama, meanwhile, displayed admirable 
statesmanship in reaching out to the young woman whose 
concept of freedom of expression, one imagines, had sud-
denly been so crudely attacked, the source notwithstanding. 
There can be little doubt about this having been a moment 
to take a stand for decency.   

What we cannot allow to become too deflating about 
these poison darts hurled by Limbaugh and kindred spirits 

is that instances, such as this latest, of pushing the envelope 
well past the outer limits of taste and class aren’t about to 
change the order of things. Provocateurs they are, after a 
fashion, and the mission guidelines evidently don’t include 
any hint of hewing, for instance, to a model akin to the PBS 
commentary of Mark Shields and David Brooks. Shields is 
supposedly the more progressive of the pair, Brooks the 
conservative.  Yet these guys manage to uniformly have a 
discourse  on matters mainly political, that is marked by 
a striking civility. So, okay, replication of the Shields and 
Brooks formula is too pie-in-the-sky. But does the alterna-
tive have to be the Limbaugh type screamer?

And what of the Republican Party establishment? Does 
that assessment of Limbaugh’s strength in GOP circles that 
Cheney made still hold? In wake of the latest Limbaugh 
crash-and-burn imitation, David Brooks was suggesting that 
Limbaugh’s juice isn’t what it used to be. The tepid response 
to Limbaugh’s crock this time around hardly would suggest 
influence on the wane…unless Romney perhaps just can’t 
avoid walking that particular road these days.

Too much of a focus on what kind of influence Limbaugh 
still has within the corridors of GOP power probably 
shouldn’t be option one for those of us concerned that these 
periodic meltdowns of his are apparently destined to be part 
of the business-as-usual package. Limbaugh is paid oodles 
of cash to do these performances of his that obviously 
resonate with a hard core of benighted souls. Attempting 
to process what renders a Rush Limbaugh appealing to 
anyone might well be the ultimate brain teaser for many on 
this side of the sanity line. Better to just thank our lucky 
stars that Limbaugh (and others like him) junkies aren’t 
representative of the American whole. And do our utmost 
to keep the equation from any further tilt in the direction 
of wacky.

Viewpoint

Keeping the wackos where they are
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zation that, in some cases, 
are almost double that of 
whites; African-Americans 
have higher hospitalization 
rates from influenza; and 
black children are twice 
as likely to be hospitalized 
and more than four times 
as likely to die from asthma 
as white children.

Thomas A. LaVeist, direc-
tor of the Hopkins Center 
for Health Disparities at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health in 
Baltimore, says increased 
health risks for minori-
ties are directly related to 
where they live and work.

“The fact is that we have 
an inequitable distribution 
of opportunity,” he says. 
“Where you live determines 
what schools your children 
get to attend. It determines 
if your house will appre-
ciate or de-appreciate and 
whether you can create 
wealth. It also determines 
whether you are exposed to 
environmental inequalities 
and the type of health care 
facility that is available to 
you. Where you live, work, 

play and pray affects quality 
of health care.”

Jennifer Ng’andu, dep-
uty director of the Health 
Policy Project at the 
National Council of La Raza 
in Washington, speaks even 
more pointedly: “If we look 
at communities of color, 
we see that many racial 
and ethnic groups live in 
unsafe environments, there 
is poor housing and there is 
loss of productivity because 
of illness.

“Essentially, every time 
a person of color goes to 
the doctor, 30 percent of 
their bill is due to health 
disparities so they end up 
paying more in the doc-
tor’s office because over 
time they receive health 
care that is not appropri-
ate or effective,” she says. 
“They become needlessly 
sicker and are more likely 
to die prematurely, so they 
end up paying more medi-
cal expenses.”

Health experts and civic 
leaders say financial strains 
are adversely manifested in 
varying ways in communi-
ties and have a huge impact 

on children, often involving 
academic performance. 

“There are direct bio-
logical consequences in 
that a child who does not 
have good access to health 
services will experience 
developmental setbacks 
because they are sick or 
their parents are sick,” 
Ng’andu says. “It makes it 
harder for them to achieve 
in school and can have seri-
ous consequences on their 
future. We have to invest in 
children early, their health 
early, their education, mak-
ing sure they have healthy 
communities to grow in.”

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta, the 
percentage of children and 
adolescents with a chron-
ic disease swelled from 
1.8 percent in the 1960s 
to 7 percent in 2004. The 
increase has an adverse 
impact on childhood educa-
tion. For example, a report 
by the American Lung 

Association says asthma 
is a leading cause nation-
wide of youngsters miss-
ing school. Asthma affects 
Puerto Rican and African-
American children more 
often, perhaps because they 
often live in communities 
with poor air quality.

“Studies show a spread 
of diabetes among children, 
but particularly among 
black and Latino children,” 
says Sinsi Hernandez-
Cancio, director of health 
equity at Families USA in 
Washington.

“There are long-term 
effects. You are more likely 
to lose a limb, have a heart 
attack or lose a kidney, and 
the longer you have the dis-
ease, the greater the toll on 
life quality. We can expect 
to see this as these children 
grow older. There is also an 
impact on children when 
other family members have 
a disease because they some-
time miss school to care for 
an ill family member.” 

Because racial and eth-
nic health care disparities 
can hinder a breadwinner’s 
earning capacity, the entire 
family is often affected 
adversely.

“Kids are forced to be 
translators at the doctor’s 
office,” Hernandez-Cancio 
says. “That has an enor-
mous toll, so they see 
firsthand all this informa-
tion on how mommy or 
daddy is not doing well. We 
have had stories of children 
staying home to take care 
of their parent or another 
sibling. Stresses such as 
these affect their ability to 
develop into an independ-
ent, productive individual 
in the future.”

Ng’andu agrees. “When 
kids are hungry, when 
they are exposed to seri-
ous nerve stress and envi-
ronmental stresses,” she 
says, “it affects them and 
their ability to learn and 
perform well academically. 
Investment in their health 
is very important to their 
future success and achieve-
ment and also their ability 
to work and contribute to 

their communities.”  
H e r n a n d e z - C a n c i o 

says disparities in infant 
mortality rates also take 
a toll on minority fami-
lies. While the 2010 rate for 
whites was 5.63 per 1,000 
live births, it was 13.31 
per 1,000 live births for 
African-Americans, 9.22 for 
American Indians or Alaska 
Natives and 7.71 for Puerto 
Ricans, according to the 
CDC.  

The infant mortality rate 
is considered a very basic 
measure of how a country’s 
health care system is work-
ing, and it is an indica-
tion of other symptoms,” 
she says. “We rank 41st 
globally. As an advanced, 
wealthy nation, we are not 
doing well.”  

America’s Wire is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit news 
service run by the Maynard 
Institute for Journalism 
Education and funded by a 
grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. For more infor-
mation, visit www.americas-
wire.org or contact Michael 
K. Frisby at mike@frisbyas-
sociates.com.

Financial burdens for the health care system
Op-Ed

Continued from page 10

We now have INTERNET

 Real street address
 Text or e-mail notification**

  Package acceptance from any carrier

Save on 
mailboxes.
Ask how you can get

3 
months
free,* plus:

30 EAST 125TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10035

BETWEEN MADISON AVE & 5TH AVE
www.TheUPSSTORELOCAL.COM/6166

Store6166@TheUPSSTORE.COM
212.722.8204

212.722.8203 FAX
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GET IN THE GAME 
IN BROOKLYN

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

Tickets on sale now
Go to barclayscenter.com or 
ticketmaster.com to purchase tickets.

November 9, 2012
An NEC Sponsored Tournament
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By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

By George Hulse
Healthfirst recently co-hosted 

“Sweetheart Luncheons” for seniors 
married 50 years or longer. Fifty years! 
What an amazing accomplishment!

Reaching a milestone like that—
especially as a couple—requires not 
only dedication to love but also to 
health and well-being. It is so impor-
tant to take an active role in and be 
accountable for your health, at all ages. 
However, as we get older, appropriate 
care often involves medications and 
prescriptions for different conditions 
that may develop in later years—most 
notably heart disease, the leading cause 
of death in the U.S.

A big part of taking good care 
of yourself is following your doc-
tors’ orders. Your doctors are there 
to help, and adhering to treatments 
they prescribe—medications, exercise, 
diet restrictions—will only help you 
become the healthiest you can be. One 
of the biggest complaints doctors have 

is patients not following their advice—
not filling prescriptions, not making 
the necessary lifestyle changes, not 
doing their part to take care of them-
selves.

If you haven’t done so already, begin 
to develop a relationship with your doc-

tor. Those who are in touch with their 
physicians are more likely to become 
educated on what they need to do to 
be healthy, to understand why they 
take the medications prescribed, and 
to understand how the doctor’s orders 
will help them. A patient’s willingness 
to follow and understand a doctor’s 
directions is just as important as the 
orders themselves. And doctors want to 
educate patients about the importance 
of taking their medication and being 
proactive about their health.

Taking an active role in your health—
before serious problems arise—is one 
of the most important things you can 
do to live a long, healthy, love-filled 
life. Love yourself, love your health—
and we’ll all make it to 50 years or 
more!

George Hulse is vice president of 
External Affairs at Healthfirst. For 
more tips on leading a healthier life-
style, visit Healthfirst Healthy Living, 
www.hfhealthyliving.com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
Can you tell me whether 

it is true that more Blacks, 
and especially Black gay 
men, are infected with 
HIV than whites? If it is 
true, what do you think 
are the reasons for this? 
I’m a young Black guy 
who wants to stay nega-
tive. From what I’ve seen, 
I don’t think that Black 
gay men have more risky 
sex than white gay men, in 
fact I think Black guys may 
be more conservative (have 
fewer partners).   BJ

                                                                                 
Dear BJ,
Despite some spread in 

the heterosexual popula-
tion, HIV remains mainly 
a disease of men who have 
sex with men (MSM). MSM 
make up about 2 percent of 
the United States popula-
tion, but they have 61 per-
cent of all new HIV infec-
tions. MSM in the United 
States are 19 times more 
likely to have HIV than 
people in the general popu-
lation.

African-Americans in 
general (not just gay and 
bisexual men) also have a 
disproportionate burden 
of HIV infection. Although 
only 14 percent of the 

United States population is 
African-American, African-
Americans make up 44 per-
cent of all people newly 
diagnosed with HIV.

Unfortunately, it is 
true that young African-
American MSM have the 
highest rates of HIV infec-
tion of any group, and it is 
even worse in Baltimore 
where I practice  than in 
the rest of the country. A 
2008 Johns Hopkins study 
in Baltimore showed that 
45 percent of a sample 
of Black MSM were HIV-
positive. The Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) 
announced last August 
that more than 25 percent 
of all new cases of HIV are 
in young black MSM, even 

though this group makes 
up less than 0.5 percent of 
the population.

Nationally, 28 percent of 
African-American men (one 
in 3) who have sex with 
men (MSM) are positive, 
and 59 percent of these HIV 
positive African-American 
men do not know they are 
infected. By comparison, 
16 percent of white MSM 
(one in 6) are positive and 
26 percent of them do not 
know that they are posi-
tive. Among HIV-positive 
African-American MSM 
under age 30, the most 
sexually active group, 71 
percent do not know they 
are infected.

As far as the reasons for 
the higher rates of infec-

tion in African-American 
MSM:

You are correct that 
African-American MSM do 
not have more risky sex 
than white MSM. Some 
studies show that African-
American MSM have fewer 
sexual partners than white 
MSM. African-American 
and white MSM have the 
same rates of unsafe sexual 
behaviors, such as failure 
to use condoms and having 
anal intercourse.

Gays and bisexuals, like 
heterosexuals, most often 
choose sex partners (and 
life partners) of their own 
ethnic group. African-
American MSM make up a 
smaller group than white 
MSM. Infections spread 
more quickly in small 
groups.

There is (still) greater 
stigma related to being gay 
or bisexual in the African-
American community than 
in the white community. 
The General Social Survey, 
a survey that asks peo-
ple their opinions about 
homosexuality, found in 
2008 that 72 percent of 
Blacks thought “homosex-
uality is always wrong” as 
compared with 52 percent 

Most men, arriving 
at the urologist’s office 
for the first time do so 
because they’re con-
vinced that they have 
a prostate problem.  In 
many, probably most 
cases, they are right. 
However, the doctor’s 
job is to evaluate their 
problems by classifying 
their symptoms into one 
or more of three major 
categories to definitive-
ly establish a complete 
diagnosis, essential to 
selecting the most appro-
priate treatment. 

The first category 
of symptoms are those 
related to the storing of 
urine in the bladder and 
these include frequency 
and sleep interruption 
caused by the need to 
urinate as well as urgency 
causing that sudden rush 
to the toilet, not always 
in time  to avoid embar-
rassing incontinence. 

The second category 
of urinary symptoms are 
those involving voiding.  
These include a slow, 
often split intermittent 
stream with hesitancy 
in starting, sometimes 
requiring pushing to 
maintain a continuous 
flow but still ending in 
dribbling that seems to 
go on forever. 

The third category of 
symptoms are those that 
occur soon after our man 
leaves the toilet, which 
require him to make a bee 
line right back because 
instead of feeling satisfied 
and empty, he feels that 
he has to urinate again 
and unfortunately, urine 
will very often run down 
his trouser leg before he 
can make it back in time. 
What often happens is 
that an enlarged and 
obstructive prostate can 
cause these symptoms as 
can an overactive bladder 
and what’s more is that 
both conditions may be 
present at the same time.   
Furthermore, the pros-

tate obstruction can lead 
to bladder wall thicken-
ing and irritation caus-
ing the symptoms of an 
overactive bladder. 

The medications that 
have been developed to 
treat over-activity of the 
muscles of the bladder, 
bladder neck and urethra 
don’t work only where 
we want them to work. 
They also have an effect 
on various other parts of 
the body far away from 
the urinary tract.  For 
example, the muscles in 
the wall of the arteries 
throughout the periph-
ery of the body, which 
have a strong effect on 
blood pressure. 

In addition, the spinal 
cord, and the nasal pas-
sages can all be affected 
by the same medication 
that might be used to 
relieve the symptoms of 
the urinary tract.  If it 
relieves the symptoms 
of prostatic obstruction, 
it may stuff up your 
nose and the medicine 
that unclogs your nose 
may very well make it 
more difficult to urinate.  
Retrograde ejaculation 
can also be expected to 
occur in about one of five 
men using such medica-
tion. 

Proper diagnosis can 
be accomplished by 
careful history, physical 
examination, time and 
amount records, uro-
flowmetry, sonography, 
and urodynamic studies.  
Surgery is best reserved 
for cases complicated 
by any of the following: 
bladder stones, persistent 
heavy bleeding, complete 
urinary retention and 
renal failure.  Otherwise 
the appropriate medica-
tions will be chosen and 
if necessary, a minimally 
invasive procedure such 
as TUMT, transurethral 
microwave thermother-
apy. 

Question?  Call Dr. 
Okun at 718-241-6767

HIV among Black MSMs
Health

Falling in love with your health

Diagnosing prostate 
problems correctly

Continued from page 16
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THE BRIDGEVILLE I

2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.

Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000
* $MONTHLY PAYMENTS BASED ON YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 4.85 %. 

MONTHLY FIGURES DO NOT INCLUDE TAXES OR INSURANCE.

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

Poconos Pennsylvania  Builder -- 90 mins. from NYC! 

Why Rent?
Buy a new home and pocket $5,000 at closing!

3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING
ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT /  WHIRLPOOL  

COMPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE
/ FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR GARAGE / COMPLETE LAND-

SCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$6,808 DOWN PAYMENT •  $916 MO.*

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / KITCHEN W/ ISLAND
BAR / 2ND FLOOR FAMILY LOFT AREA / LARGE LIVING
ROOM WITH FIREPLACE / 2 CAR GARAGE C0MPLETE

APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE TOWER / 
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$9,600 DOWN PAYMENT  • $1,289 MO.*

THE HOMESTEAD

NOW $273,900
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE

TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /  COM-
PLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$7,000 DOWN PAYMENT  •   $941 MO.* 

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER
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In 1981, Sandra Holder 
came to the United States 
from the island of Grenada 
in search of the American 
dream. She has worked as a 
nurse at Shorefront Jewish 
Geriatric Center for almost 
30 years, but her greatest 
joy has always been her 
family, especially her only 
child Nigel.

In April, 2010, Mrs. 
Holder was diagnosed 
with Peripheral T-Cell 
Lymphoma, which is a rare 

form of cancer. Her doc-
tors say her best chance 
for recovery is a bone mar-
row transplant, but right 
now Sandra can not find a 
matching donor. You may 
be the match she has been 
searching for!

Every day thousands of 
patients search for a bone 
marrow donor match. Only 
four  of 10 patients are 
lucky enough to receive a 
transplant.

“We need you!  stated 

Katharina Harf, COO, 
DKMS Americas. “We need 
your help so we can save 
more lives.”

 “I lost my mother to 
leukemia when I was 14, 
and I have made it my mis-
sion to recruit more donors 
so that other families don’t 
have to go through the pain 
we did,”n Harf added.

Registration for bone 
marrow donors  takes place 
Saturday, March 24, 12:00 
noon to 5:00 p.m. and 

Sunday, March 25, 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at The 
Church of St. Mark, 370 
Union St. in Brooklyn.

Registering to become a 
bone marrow donor is more 
than a cheek swab,” DKMS 
says. “It is a commitment 
to help save a life.” 

Donors must be between 
18 and 55 and in good gen-
eral health. When someone 
registers with DKMS, they  
can be found as a donor 
match for any patient in 
need of a bone marrow 
transplant.

Registering one poten-
tial bone marrow donor 
costs DKMS $65. Because 
DKMS does not require 
new donors to pay the reg-
istration fee and does not 
receive government fund-
ing, DKMS must rely on 
donations from the gen-
eral public to fund donor 
registrations. 100% of 
one’s financial contribu-
tion is used to register new 

potential donors, DKMS 
states, adding: “Every dol-
lar counts!”

About DKMS
DKMS’ mission is to fight 

blood cancer and save lives 
by registering bone marrow 
donors for patients in need.  
They are the world’s largest  
bone marrow donor center, 
with over three mmillion 
registered donors. 

“More than 29,000 of 
our donors have helped 
save lives by donating their 
bone marrow,” DKMS 
Americas, a 501 (c)(3) non-
profit organization, states.

For more information 
about DKMS and to learn 
more about registering as 
a bone marrow donor, visit 
www.getswabbed.org or 
contact Erika Toto, DKMS, 
at 212 209 6737, erika@
dkmsamericas.org

DKMS means Deutsche 
Knochenmarkspenderdatei 
in German; Bone Marrow 
Donor Center in English

In search of a bone marrow donor

of whites. Even MSM often 
agreed that “homosexuality 
is always wrong.”  Fifty-
seven percent of African 
American MSM and 27 per-
cent of white MSM agreed 
with that statement. People 
who believe their sexuality 
is wrong are likely to have 
low self-esteem, especially 
related to their sexuality, 
and less likely to take pre-
cautions to protect them-
selves and their partners.

There is (still) greater 
stigma attached to HIV 
infection in the African-
American community than 
in the white community. 
People who may be cut off 
from family and friends if 
they become infected with 
HIV are less likely to get 
tested.

Perhaps because of the 
stigma, African-American 
MSM get tested for HIV 
less frequently than white 
MSM. Because of this, 
African-Americans find out 
about their HIV positive 
status later in their disease. 
Once people are aware that 
they are HIV-positive, they 
take more precautions to 
prevent transmitting the 
disease to their partners. If 

they do not know until later 
in the disease that they are 
HIV-positive, infected peo-
ple go on transmitting the 
virus to others for a longer 
period of time.

Once they are aware of 
being infected, African-
Americans with HIV tend 
to wait longer to start on 
HIV medications. Once on 
a successful HIV medica-
tion regimen, people have 
far fewer HIV virus parti-
cles in their bodies and so 
are much less likely to pass 
on the virus. The longer 
a person with HIV goes 
untreated, the more their 
virus count (viral load) 
rises and the more likely 
they are to pass infection 
on to others.

A May 2011 interview 
study of young African-
American MSM, done by 
researchers from Johns 
Hopkins, found that these 
young men preferred mas-
culine partners and believed 
that masculine appearing 
men were most likely to be 
free of HIV. 

Ask Dr. Eva is distribut-
ed by Healthy Living News. 
Email comments and ques-
tions to dreva@healthyliv-
ingnews.org.

Victim of Peripheral 
T-Cell Lymphoma.

Black MSM
Continued from page 14

TO THE PARENTS OF NEW YORK CITY:

Thank You 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Despite attacks by Mayor Bloomberg and his allies, tens of thousands of 
New York City public school teachers go to work every day to make their 
students’ lives better. 

Thank you for your continuing support for the work our teachers do.

Michael Mulgrew
President
United Federation of Teachers
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$40.00
BUYS YOU SKATING FOR 4

WITH RENTALS, FOOD AND SODA

Aviator
Sports & Events Center

Whether you’re a wobbly wall holder or a grace-

ful skater who can do figure eights, it’s never too 

late to have fun at the rink. Bring your family and 

snag today’s deal from Aviator Sports & Events 

Center: $40 buys public skating admission and 

skate rentals for Four, and a burger, hot dog, or 

pizza; a small fountain soda; and bag of chips 

for each person., a $80 value!

Ice skating at Aviator Sports & Events Center is a 

fresh way to mix it up any day of the week, an awe-

some activity for a big group of friends, or the per-

fect means to inject a little fun into your fitness life. 

Aviator boasts New York City’s only twin NHL-size 

hockey rinks, smooth ice, and tons of fun activities 

to take part in after your time on the rink.You may 

not have perfected your triple axel yet, but with 

today’s cool deal you can have a blast on the ice!

3159 Flatbush Ave
Brooklyn NY, 11234

Limit per person: 1 (+4 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on September 01, 2012
Valid for Four public skating admissions and Four skate rentals.
Only Valid during public skating times
call 718-758-7567 for up-to-date schedules

fountain soda and bag of chips

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español
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materials and labor and 
further cements the grow-
ing relationship between 
the two countries. China 
also expects to build a 
US$50 million sports and 
recreational village around 
the stadium.

China’s state-owned 
Export-Import Bank is 
building the US$2.6 billion 
Baha Mar resort complex 
in New Providence and has 
agreed to provide a US$41 
million loan to build a 
new port and bridge in the 
Bahamas.

Barbados

The Sunday Sun newspa-
per in Barbados has report-
ed that forensic auditors 
are seeking a second inves-
tigation in the failed Clico 
insurance giant’s Eastern 
Caribbean operations in a 
bid to find millions of dol-
lars in missing funds.

The paper said it had 
obtained a 37-page audit 
report, dated Dec. 5, and 

at the end of the eight-
month-long probe found 
unexplained dead-ends in 
the company’s money trail.

The report revealed 
“shocking inter-company” 
transactions amounting to 
376 million Barbados dol-
lars involving the Barbados-
based Clico International 
Life’s and the Barbados 
subsidiaries of CIL’s par-
ent, CL Financial, in addi-
tion to further details of 
the employment contract 
of its former executive 
chairman, Leroy Parris, the 
Sunday Sun said.

The paper said the audi-
tors reached the conclu-
sion that the insurance 
company had become the 
“banker” for its related 
companies. The auditors, 
Deloitte Canada, said their 
valuation of CIL’s assets did 
not hold out much hope for 
a full recovery of the insur-
ance company’s assets. 

Guyana

Suriname’s President 

Desi Bouterse recently 
headed a three-member 
Bureau of CARICOM leaders 
and the bloc’s special envoy 
to Haiti PJ Patterson on a 
two-day mission to Haiti, 
the CARICOM Secretariat 
in Guyana said.

Bouterse was joined by 
immediate past CARICOM 
chairman and St. Kitts 
and Nevis Prime Minister 
Dr. Denzil Douglas and 
St. Lucia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Phillip J Pierre, 
who stood in for Prime 
Minister Dr. Kenny 
Anthony.

The three leaders, 
together with CARICOM 
Secretary General Irwin 
LaRocquemake, make 
up the Bureau of Heads 
of Government, a spe-
cial super-committee of 
CARICOM leaders. 

Also on the mission 
was former Jamaica Prime 
Minister PJ Patterson, 
CARICOM’s special repre-
sentative of the heads of 
government to Haiti, 

“The purpose of the 
visit is to engage with 
the government of Haiti 
with respect to its priori-
ties, which would assist in 
determining the nature of 
assistance required of the 
Community to that mem-
ber state,” the statement 
said.

The delegation met with 
Haiti’s President Michel 
Martelly and cabinet min-
isters.

“The visit also served to 
emphasize continued sup-
port for the country in its 
reconstruction and devel-
opment efforts following 
the 2010 earthquake and 
explore ways for strength-
ening Haiti’s participation 
in CARICOM, the secretar-
iat said.

Jamaica

Jamaica is developing a 
new policy to battle crime 
as gang violence drives the 
homicide rate higher, the 
country’s National Security 
Minister Peter Bunting 

said.
He noted that 165 kill-

ings have been reported by 
police so far in 2012, com-
pared to 135 slayings for 
the same period last year.

Violent gangs are deep-
ly entrenched in Spanish 
Town, just west of Kingston, 
and in some residential sec-
tions of the northwestern 
parish of St. James, which 
includes the resort city of 
Montego Bay.

Fighting between gangs 
for control of drug traffick-
ing and extortion rackets 
have long been blamed for 
the majority of Jamaica’s 
killings.

Police Commissioner 
Owen Ellington said at a 
news conference that much 
of the security forces’ 
resources are now focused 
on trying to contain 42 
active gang conflicts.

 
Nevis

Premier of Nevis Joseph 
Parry has reassured its peo-
ple and visitors that the 

island was still “very safe” 
in the wake of the home 
robbery of a United States 
Supreme Court justice and 
his family who were holi-
daying there recently.

Parry said he person-
ally visited Justice Stephen 
Breyer the day after the 
robbery in which the judge 
was robbed, along with his 
wife and guests.

Nevis, the tiny Leeward 
Island southwest of St. 
Kitts, its federal partner, 
has been the Breyer’s vaca-
tion home for the last 16 
years.

“I want to reassure eve-
ryone that it is very safe 
on the island of Nevis, and 
the police and government 
have taken as many steps to 
ensure security of our peo-
ple and our visitors,” Parry, 
who is also the island’s 
tourism minister said.

He said the Nevis Island 
administration will now 
offer “the highest level of 
protection” to visiting dig-
nitaries in the future.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

Great Women In Music 
(GWIM) will present two 
events for Women’s History 
Month. 

On Saturday, March 17,  
GWIM and Chedda Ent. 
will host the award win-
ning, featured house DJ 
from 98.7 KISS FM, Lady 
D. Wells. This renowned 
mix master, will appear 
with her special guest, the 
legendary DJ Hollywood. 
This event will be held at 
the Doug Out, 800 River 
Ave. in the Bronx. Doors 
open at 10:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 25 
GWIM will salute Rev. 
Dr. Theresa Oliver of Mt. 
Zion Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the 
Bronx, with a special guest 
gospel performance from 
Natasha C. Coward. 

This event will be spon-
sored by Healthfirst, which 
offers free and low-cost 
health insurance plans to 

eligible seniors, adults and 
families. 

Now in its 12th season,  
GWIM is an ongoing cele-
bration of the many contri-
butions women have made 
to music and the world. 

“GWIM will celebrate the 
powerful message that the 

gifted Pastor Oliver brings 
to her congregation and 
community. Her ongo-
ing commitment to teach 
and preach the benefits of 
healthy living, education 
and unity is a lesson to 
us all,” said Roz Nixon  of 
GWIM.

GWIM honors DJ, 
Methodist pastor

Rev. Dr. Theresa Oliver. DJ Lady D. Wells.



Page 19 • Caribbean Life • Queens/Long Island Bronx/M
anhattan/W

estchester • M
ar.16-22, 2012

  WHERE BETTER TO DOUBLE
 OUR SERVICE THAN 
 NEW YORK, NEW YORK?
 100+ NEW DAILY FLIGHTS FROM LGA.

DELTA.COM



M
ar

.1
6-

22
, 2

01
2 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Qu
ee

ns
/L

on
g 

Is
la

nd
 B

ro
nx

/M
an

ha
tta

n/
W

es
tc

he
st

er
 • 

Pa
ge

 2
0

On Wednesday, Feb. 29, Medgar Evers 
College held its inaugural Black History 
Month corporate luncheon honoring four 
African-American trailblazers in the cor-
porate arena whose work and dedication 
contribute to the vibrancy of the nation’s 
economy.

“The triumphs of these remarkable men 
and women serve as powerful symbols 
of progress for our community as well 
as a sign of great things to come,” said 
Medgar Evers College President William 
L. Pollard.

Hosted by the talented Sade Baderinwa, 
co-anchor of WABC-TV’s top-rated 
Eyewitness News, the event celebrated 
individuals who embodied the meaning 
of success. The honorees included: D.A. 
Abrams,  chief diversity & inclusion officer, 
United States Tennis Association; Saundra 
Thomas, vice president, community affairs, 
WABC-TV; Henry Beards, New Jersey dis-
trict human resources manager, UPS, and 
Paulette Proverbs, long-time banking pro-
fessional.

The event was attended by corporate 
movers and shakers like Byron Lewis, 
chairman and founder of Uniworld, Inc., 
the nation’s first black owned advertising 
agency and Kelly Smith Beaty, former 
contestant on NBC’s The Apprentice and 

current vice president of marketing and 
communications at Dress for Success, as 
well as Medgar Evers College School of 
Business top students Brittney Dorsette 
and Ron Clark.

The luncheon was sponsored by United 
Parcel Service and the United States Tennis 
Association – Eastern Section.

MEC celebrates Black 
History movers, shakers

Mistress of Ceremony Sade Baderinwa 
of WABC TV’s Eyewitness News.

Distributed by:
DIRECT MAIL

BULK DISTRIBUTION
BRIDAL SHOWS

ONLINE
WEDDING

DIRECTORY
Your business will receive 
an ad in Caribbean Life’s 

wedding Directory each month. 
The listings will run from 

May 2012 until March 2013. 
An ad in the directory is 

$60 per month. 
The ad can be yours free 

with any paid 
advertisement in the 
Imani wedding Guide.

To advertise contact Jennifer Stern at (718) 260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com
Deadline Date: March 29, 2012

A magazine for the Afro/Caribbean Bride

FOR EXCELLENT RATES
CONTACT US:

ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

147-46 176th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11434 

(At the back of DMV)
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www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 

2373 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Fridays 

Just Got Better

Caribbean Life is 
now distributed 

every Friday

More Weekend 
Coverage,

Entertainment 
Stories, & Sports 

and Now Just in 
Time for the 
Weekend

A group of local small business 
owners, City Council members 
and community leaders stood 
together Tuesday, March 13, to 
announce their support for paid 
sick days at Terraza 7 Live Music, 
a restaurant and music venue in 
Jackson Heights, Queens.  

The group launched a 
“Conscious Consumer Initiative” 
to highlight and promote local 
businesses that already provide 
paid sick days.

Supporters are calling on City 
Council to pass the Paid Sick Time 
bill, which would ensure that 
1.5 million New Yorkers without 
access to paid sick days are able to 
take time off when they or their 
families are ill. In addition to the 
support of small businesses, the 
bill has 35 Council sponsors and 
is supported by a diverse coalition 
of labor unions, women’s rights 
organizations, healthcare provid-
ers and community organizations.

“I know how important it is to 
take time off when you are sick to 
prevent disease from spreading,” 
said Freddy Castiblanco, owner 
of Terraza 7 Live Music, who 
was trained as a physician in 
his native Colombia before immi-
grating to Queens. “As a business 
owner I believe giving paid sick 

days is not only the right thing 
to do, it also builds a stronger 
business.” 

Leni Juca, owner of the Oxium 
Copy Shop in Jackson Heights, 
which provides paid sick days, 
left his job at a large chain to 
start his own business. “I left cor-
porate America to start a small 
business because I wanted to be 
treated like a full human being, 
not a number,” said Juca. “In my 
business I treat my employees 
like family. Everyone gets sick, 
and that’s why I provide paid sick 
days. People come back to work 
more committed because they 
know I’m there for them.” 

Juca and Castiblanco are both 
members of Small Business 
United. They joined with Make the 
Road NY, which has over 4,000 
Queens members, to announce 
the creation of a “Conscious 
Consumer Card” and a grass-
roots mobilization and education 
campaign to highlight and pro-
mote responsible businesses in 
the community such as Terraza 7 
and Oxium that provide paid sick 
days to their employees.

Council Member Julissa 
Ferreras, representing Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst and 
East Elmhurst, is a sponsor of 

a proposal in the New York City 
Council to guarantee paid sick 
days, joined the rally to announce 
her support for the initiative. 

“Make the Road’s Conscious 
Consumer initiative is a great way 
to let the community know which 
businesses offer paid sick days 
to their workers,” said Council 
Member Ferreras. “Paid sick time 
is a small measure that can have 
an immediate, positive impact 
on business productivity, reduce 

unemployment, and strengthen 
financial security for families 
who desperately need relief.”

“I’m proud to stand with small 
businesses that support their 
communities and their workers 
by providing paid sick days,” said 
Wilfredo Larancuent, a leader 
in Workers United and in the 
Working Families Party.  “All 
working New Yorkers should sup-
port the businesses that support 
our communities.”

“I have suffered as a result 
of not having paid sick days. 
Thousands of other workers in 
Jackson Heights and Corona 
have as well,” said Rocio Loyola, 
a Make the Road member and 
Jackson Heights resident. “Today 
we’re coming together to show 
the economic power we have as 
a community. We’re here to edu-
cate consumers to support busi-
nesses that provide paid sick days 
with their dollars. That’s what 
this is all about.” 

Other Council Members also 
expressed their support for the 
small business led “Conscious 
Consumer Initiative,” including 
Gale Brewer the lead sponsor of 
the paid sick days bill, Margaret 
Chin, Annabel Palma and James 
Sanders Jr. 

The NYC Paid Sick Days 
Campaign is a coalition of low 
wage workers, women’s rights 
advocates, healthcare providers, 
small business owners, labor 
unions and community organi-
zations who believe New York 
cannot afford to wait for paid 
sick days. Paid sick days is a com-
monsense policy for our city and 
our economy that protects fam-
ily economy security and public 
health.

Queens small business owners support paid sick days

City Council Members, small business owners and coalition 
members rallied in support of paid sick days and launched their 
Conscious Consumer, Conscious Business initiative at a local 
business in Elmhurst. Courtesy of Make The Road New York
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“I think what’s great about the film is though there 
have been a lot of things done on Bob, I think this one will 
give people a more emotional connection to Bob’s life as 
a man – not just as a reggae legend or a mythical figure, 
but his life as a man.”

Bob Marley’s eldest son Ziggy describes the new docu-
mentary about his iconic, musician, father as ‘the most 
definitive.”

Credited as co-executive producer with Chris Blackwell, 
Ziggy along with his sister Cedella are among a long list 
of insiders who offer reflections on their associations with 
the musician. 

Through a much-too long 145-minute documenta-
ry, the collaborative feature unites Magnolia Pictures, 
Tuff Gong Productions, Shangri-La Entertainment and 
Cowboy Films for a biopic on Jamaica’s most celebrated 
musician/singer.

Marley’s adult life is relayed by his widow, lovers, asso-
ciates, collaborators and individuals who associated with 
the legendary Rastafarian, songwriter, singer, musician, 
husband, father and son.

Much of the reflections are recycled interviews or restat-
ed comments by his widow Rita, lover Cindy Brakespeare, 
Island Records label head Blackwell, back-up singers Judy 
Mowatt and Marcia Griffith, and music partner, associate 
producer Neville “Bunny Wailer” Livingston.

Allegedly more than 60 individuals were interviewed.
However, most engaging, refreshing and new are 

statements made by relatives Constance and Peter, who 
are identified to be a half sister and cousin from Bob’s 
paternal side. 

Of the interview, his cousin Peter said, “Nobody had 
thought to speak with me before.”

And Constance after listening to her brother’s record-

ing of “Cornerstone” was informed the significance of the 
lyrics to her family.

McDonald may have scored a winner with interviews 
by African Princess Pascalene, the daughter of Gabon’s 
President Omar Bongo. 

Her revelations about Marley and his band performing 
in the renowned African dictatorship is perhaps one of the 
most interesting of the document.

Along with reflections from a nurse who tended to the 
ailing musician while he sought treatment in Germany; 
‘baby mother’ Pat Williams, who birthed a son named 
Robert Marley; and Dudley Sibley, a studio janitor whose 
exclusive in the film reflected on his friendship with 
Marley during a one-year period they shared a room living 
in a back space at Studio One Recording Studios.

“Nobody had ever interviewed him before,” McDonald 
said.

Others include Marley’s eldest child, Cedella, his moth-
er Cedella Booker, graphic artist Neville Garrick and 
attorney Diane Jobson who gleaned revealing nostalgia 
that may enlighten fans of the acclaimed first Third World 
superstar.

Ziggy spoke candidly about his childhood memories of 
his famous father.

He was able to impart a human aspect to the individual 
most regard as a prophet, revolutionary, superstar, legend 
and iconic personality.

 How Marley relentlessly tested his mettle against his 
youths’; that he fiercely engaged his children in competi-
tive athletic practices by racing or playing soccer and how 
he rarely portrayed the compassionate, ‘daddy’ perhaps 
more prevalently projected. 

His sister Cedella lauded her mother for the tolerance 
and grace she exhibited despite her husband’s flagrant 
disregard for their marriage vows.

“I said to her, ‘mom they don’t make women like you 
anymore,’ Cedella said. “I guess, back in the 60’s, when 
you fall in love like that, you fall in love, you know?”

None of the reported 20 offspring or nine legally 
acknowledged are featured in the film.

However, a notation that Bob Marley had 11 children 
by seven different women punctuated details not included 
in the biopic.

Fans will enjoy the concert footage, imagery, music and 
dialogue. Subtitles provide interpretation to the Jamaican 
patois that prevails throughout.

Snippets of Lee “Scratch” Perry in his studio, the One 
Love peace concert and the arrival of Ethiopian Emperor 
HIM Haile Selassie to Jamaica are vividly repeated.  

Initially announced in February 2008 for production 
by director Martin Scorcese, the documentary arrives two 
years later than its initial release date and without the 
effort of the famous filmmaker. At that time Scorcese said 
the document would be completed in time for release on 
Marley’s 65th birthday anniversary in 2010. 

But Scorcese bowed out of the project and was replaced 
by Jonathan Demme. 

That association also proved short-lived when report-
edly, Demme cited creative differences with producer 
Steve Bing during the beginning of editing. 

 Catch You On The Inside!

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Definitive ‘Marley’ flick premieres

By Gary Axelbank
On Saturday, March 3, 31 high 

school students from throughout 
the N.Y. Metro area competed 
for the distinguished titles of 
America’s Best High School Chef 
and Pastry Chef in the fourth 
annual competition sponsored by 
the Monroe College School of 
Hospitality Management and the 
Culinary Arts. 

The prizes were academic 
scholarships to attend Monroe 
College.  First place prize was 
a full academic scholarship to 
the Monroe College School of 
Hospitality Management, second 
and third place prizes were par-
tial academic scholarships worth 
$3,500 and $2,500, and prizes 
for all competitors were partial 
academic scholarships worth 
$1,500.  Monroe awarded more 
than $200,000 in scholarships to 
the contestants.

Yocary Luna of Food and 
Finance HS in Manhattan was 
crowned America’s Best HS Chef 
for her Stuffed Chicken - Teriyaki 

Style with sauté fingerling pota-
toes and string beans. 

Laura Sanchez of Passaic County 
Technical High School, Passaic, 
NJ was named America’s Best HS 
Pastry Chef with her White Coating 
Chocolate Raspberry Tower, con-
sisting of double-chocolate chip 
brownies filled with cannoli cream 
and sided with French vanilla ice 
cream.

“I was impressed with all of 
the entrants, not just the win-
ners,” said Dr. Frank Costantino, 
dean of the School of Hospitality 
Management and the Culinary 
Arts. “They have bright futures in 
culinary. It’s interesting to note 
that the students who are cur-
rently among the leaders on the 
Monroe College Culinary teams 
are former winners of this com-
petition.”

Here’s a list of the winners:
America’s Best High School 

Chef
First place – Yocary Luna, Food 

& Finance High School, NYC
Second place – Nashali Rivera, 

Food & Finance High School, 
NYC

Third place (tie) - Rossella 
Cangialosi, East Meadow High 
School, L.I., N.Y.

Rondy Mendoza, Truman High 
School, Bronx, N.Y.

America’s Best High School 
Pastry Chef

First place – Laura Sanchez, 
Passaic County Technical High 
School, Passaic, NJ

Second place – Chelsea 
Taylor, Frankford High School, 

Philadelphia, PA
Third place (tie) - Mikea 

Rivers, Frankford High School, 
Philadelphia, PA

Laura Szanto, Paul D. Schreiber 
High School, Port Washington, 
N.Y.

America’s Best 
HS Chef winners

Dean Frank Costantino (Center back row) with Yocari Luna and Laura Sanchez next to him and 
the rest of America‚Äôs Best High School Chef winners. Photo by Gary Axelbank
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Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts continues 
its spectacular 31st season 
with the return of legendary 
salsa pioneers La Sonora 
Ponceña on Saturday, March 
24, 2012 at 8:00 p.m.  

With more than 40 
albums, La Sonora Ponceña 
has entertained audiences 
for nearly 60 years.  Led by 
founder Enrique “Quique” 
Lucca and his son, piano 
virtuoso “Papo” Lucca, the 
group is known for such 
classic hits as “Hachero pa’ 
un palo” and “Fuego en 
el 23.” Enrique “Quique” 
Lucca recently celebrated 
his 99th birthday.  

Also appearing at this 
unforgettable concert will 

be one of the hottest bands 
to burst onto the Latin 
music scene, 8 Y Mas, a 
collaboration of some of 
the best musicians in NYC 
and beyond who have taken 
salsa back to its original fla-
vor as they play “La música 

 

The Carlyle Hotel is 
pleased to welcome back 
R&B legend Bettye LaVette - 
who the Huffington Post has 
dubbed “the high priestess 
of R&B”- to the legendary 
Café Carlyle in a return 
three-week engagement 
playing through March 31.  
Ms. LaVette will once again 
showcase her inimitable 
style, gut wrenching vocals 
and songs from throughout 
her five decade career in 
a soul-shattering evening. 
She’ll be accompanied by 
a band led by her musical 
director Alan Hill.

Cited as “the last great 
vernacular black singer” 
by The New Yorker, Bettye 
LaVette has been honing 
her skills since her first 
single was released at the 
tender age of 16 in 1962. 
Yet it wasn’t until four dec-
ades later when she was 
signed to Anti-Records in 
2004 that Bettye began to 
garner a wide audience. 

Before that, she seemed 
to be the best kept secret 
in the world of rhythm & 
blues.

With the release of My 
Own Hell to Raise in 2005 
and the follow-up, Scene 
of the Crime out in 2007, 
public awareness of Bettye 
began to grow. As a result, 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘The Lorax is an action cartoon 
featuring typical kiddie fare 
plus a timely message about 
conservation..’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 27

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

Bettye LaVette.

SHOWCASE SHOWCASE 
JAMAICA JAMAICA 

High priestess 
of R&B returns

Salsa pioneers

La Sonora Ponceña.

By Aubrey Campbell
Undaunted by the political 

stalemate, resulting from the 
recent change in administration, 
Jamaicans in the Northeast USA 
are going ahead with plans to 

celebrate the country’s 50th anni-
versary of self government.

One such organization is 
Hempstead, Long Island-based 
Jamstar Enterprises which will 
stage a concert event at the end 

of March, showcasing some of 
the best concert performers from 
Jamaica and the USA.

“Showcase Jamaica USA,” the 
concert series, will open at the 

Continued on next page

Paulette Bellamy.

Aubrey Campbell celebrate the country’s 50th anni- of March showcasing some of

aulette Bellamy.aulette Bellamy.

USA concert series to celebrate USA concert series to celebrate 
island’s Golden Jubileeisland’s Golden Jubilee
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de ayer, con el sonido de hoy” (yesterday’s 
music with today’s sound).

Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts is on the campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West, Bronx, NY 10468. Lehman Center is 
accessible by #4 or D train to Bedford Park 
Blvd. and is off the Saw Mill River Parkway 
and the Major Deegan Expressway. Low-
cost on-site parking is available.

La Sonora Ponceña was formed in 
Puerto Rico in 1954 by Enrique “Quique” 
Lucca, who named the band after the 
famous Cuban band Sonora Matancera 
and his home city of Ponce, thus Sonora 
Ponceña.  By 1956 the group included 
pianist Vicentico Morales, with Quique’s 
ten-year-old son, Enrique “Papo” Lucca 
Jr., already at the piano writing arrange-
ments. Papo recorded his first piano solo 
at age 12. 

The band’s early recordings featured 
various popular vocalists of the time, 
until Tito Gomez joined the band, stay-
ing until 1974. By 1960, the band had 
performed in New York, catching the 
attention of Fania/Inca Records owner 
Jerry Masucci.  After studies at the Puerto 
Rico Conservatory of Music, Papo was an 
accomplished pianist and arranger, and 
in 1968 Quique stepped down as musical 
director.  

Under Papo’s direction, the band’s 
sound became a fusion of traditional 
Cuban and modern Latin styles.  In 1969 
they released their first Inca LP, with 
all arrangements by Papo, Hachero pa’ 
un palo, whose hit title song established 
them as salsa pioneers. They recorded 30 
more albums for Inca and by 1980 were a 
huge success.  As salsa romántica became 
popular, they adjusted to commercial 
forces without deserting their trademark 
sound.  The band’s most recent albums 
are 2011’s El gigante del sur and A Band 
and their Music.

8 Y Más is the cooperative effort of 
internationally recognized Latin musi-
cians/producers Bobby Allende and Marc 
Quiñones, who have embarked on a mis-
sion to preserve the genre of hard-core 
salsa music as well as to expose new 
generations to the music which is a sta-
ple of the Latin culture.  In addition to 
Bobby and Marc, the band includes Eddie 
Rosado (lead vocals), Victor Baro, Samuel 

Baretto, Arturo Ortiz, Jose Tabares and 
Manuel Ruiz.  The members have played 
individually, and collectively, with a 
“who’s who” of greats from many genres 
of music including Tito Puente, Celia 
Cruz, Rubén Blades, Ray Barretto, Tito 
Nieves, Marc Anthony, La India, Ricky 
Martin, Dave Valentín and Willie Colón.  
In November, 2006, the band released 
its first CD Juega Billar, which rose 
quickly to the top of many “best of” lists, 
including the Descarga Review and Salsa 
Picante.  With their astonishing rendi-
tions of compositions by Lalo Rodriguez, 
Ismael Miranda, Rubén Blades and Ray 
Barretto, the band rapidly gained atten-
tion worldwide.  In August 2011 the band 
released its follow-up CD, Que Mas, which 
includes collaborations with Eva Ayllón 
(“Saca la mano”) and Herman Olivera 
(“Lllanto de cocodrilo).  The album has 
already been featured on Sirius XM’s 
three-hour salsa program, Caliente.
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Adele                                  

WZRD
WZRD                                                         

Live Is A Four Letter Word
Jason Mraz                                                                                                                                    

Making Mirrors
Gotye                                                                              

Take Care
Drake                                                           

Careless World
Tyga                                  

The Best Of The Monkees
The Monkies 

Project X
Soundtrack       

Black Radio
Robert Glasper Experiment              

Some Nights
fun                                                                                      

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

We Found Love
Rihanna Feat. Calvin Harris

Good Feeling
Flo Rida

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

Domino
Jessie J

Take Care
Drake Feat. Rihanna

International Love
Pitbull Feat. Chris Brown

It Will Rain
Bruno Mars

Young, Wild & Free
Snoop Dogg & Wiz Khalifi a
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she was invited to perform at the Kennedy 
Center Honors in 2008. Hers was such a 
riveting performance the producers of the 
show proceeded to ask Bettye to sing at 
President Obama’s Inaugural Celebration 
in front of the world. 

Meanwhile, since the release of last 
year’s Interpretations: the British Rock 
Songbook, Bettye “now rivals Aretha 
Franklin as her generation’s most vital 
soul singer,” according to The New York 

Times. With two Grammy nominations 
under her belt and performances to sold-
out venues all over the globe, Bettye is an 
undisputed world class interpreter of any 
genre of song.

Café Carlyle is located in The Carlyle 
Hotel, 35 East 76th St. at Madison 
Avenue.

“An Evening with Bettye LaVette” plays 
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8:45 p.m. 
Call (212)744-1600 for additional infor-
mation or visit www.thecarlyle.com.

Calvary Tabernacle Auditorium, 78 North 
Franklin Street, Hempstead, LI, 11550, 
at 6:30 pm., on Sunday, March 31, with 
headliners Paulette Bellamy, Jon Williams, 
Alex Martin-Blanken, The Greater Jamaica 
Chorale Ensemble and folklorist Teddy 
Crawford, among others.

Tagged “The Jamaica We Know, but 
Rarely See,” the series will go cross state 
and then cross country, making stops in 
communities with a decidedly Jamaican 
demographic.

“Having Paulette, Jon, Alex and com-
pany under the same roof and on the same 
stage will provide a rare display of musical 
virtuosity, that is somewhat endemic in 
Jamaica’s musical culture,” noted Patrick 
Payne, head of Jamstar Enterprises. 

Payne is the mastermind behind the 
concert event, being used to jump start 
a series of events, marking 50 years since 
Jamaica won the right to self government 
from the then colonial masters of Great 
Britain (England).

“Paulette, Jon and Alex will combine 
their love for the stage in a perform-
ance befitting a golden jubilee,” accord-
ing to Payne, adding that the concert 
series will also incorporate the newly 
introduced Overseas Jamaican Academy 
Awards, the “OJA,” in an “Oscar-like” pres-
entation highlighting the achievements 
of outstanding Jamaicans overseas, and 
Jamaica’s impact on the U.S. and world 
history. 

Four Jamaicans and six prominent 
church organizations will receive the 
first Overseas Jamaican Academy Awards, 
(OJA).

For information, including tickets to 
the concert series, contact the present-
ers at 516-564-5103 and via e-mail at; 
Patrickpyn@aol.com.

Continued from previous page
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Overseas
Jamaicans

Yesterday’s music today

Return of Bettye Lavette 

Ocho Y Mas.

Jon Williams.
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Twelve-year-old Ted (Zac 
Efron) has such a big crush 
on the girl next-door (Taylor 
Swift) that he makes up lame 
excuses to ring her doorbell 
just so he can see her. He 
finally realizes he actually has 
a chance with adorably-cute 
Audrey the day she mentions 
that she’d marry on the spot 
the first boy to bring her a 
real, live tree.

“The Lorax”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG for mild 
epithets.
Running time: 86 
minutes
Distributor: 
Universal Pictures

Casa de Mi Padre (R for 
profanity, sexuality, drug 
use and graphic violence)

Crime comedy about 
a couple of siblings (Will 
Ferrell and Diego Luna) 
who land in a turf war with 
a Mexican mobster (Gael 
Garcia Bernal) when they 
take desperate measures to 
save their father’s ranch. 
With Efren Ramirez, Genesis 
Rodriguez and Adrian 
Martinez. (In English and 
Spanish with subtitles) 

Delicacy (Unrated) 
Romantic romp about a 
French widow (Audrey 
Tautou) who finds herself 
courted by a Swedish co-
worker (Francois Damiens) 
while still mourning 
the loss of her husband. 
Support cast features Bruno 
Todeschini, Melanie Bernier 
and Pio Marmai. (In French 
and Swedish with subtitles) 

Detachment (Unrated) 
Romance drama about a 
jaded substitute teach-
er (Adrien Brody) who 
becomes less blasé about 
life after getting emotional-
ly involved with a colleague 
(Christina Hendricks), 
a teen prostitute (Sami 
Gayle), and a troubled stu-
dent (Betty Kaye). With 
Lucy Liu, Marcia Gay 
Harden and Blythe Danner. 

The FP (R for sexuality, 
nudity, pervasive profanity 
and brief drug use) Musical 
comedy about a couple of 
rival gangs vying for control 
of a local park who decide to 

settle their differences in a 
deadly dance competition. 
Cast includes Jason Trost, 
Art Hsu, Caitlyn Folley and 
Lee Valmassy.  

Free Men (Unrated) 
WWII saga, set in German-
occupied Paris, revolving 
around an Algerian immi-
grant (Tahar Rahim) who 
becomes inspired to join 
the Resistance after being 
befriended by a Jewish sing-
er (Mahmud Shalaby). With 
Michael Lonsdale, Lubna 
Azabal and Farid Larbi. (In 
French with subtitles) 

Jeff, Who Lives at Home 
(R for profanity, sexual ref-
erences and drug use) Late 
bloomer comedy about a 
30 year-old slacker (Jason 
Segel), still living in his 
parents’ basement, who 
discovers his destiny while 
running an errand for his 
mother (Susan Sarandon). 
With Ed Helms, Judy Greer 
and Rae Dawn Chong. 

The Kid with a Bike 
(Unrated) Bittersweet 
drama about an abandoned 
12-year-old (Thomas Doret) 
who is rescued from a beg-
gar’s farm by a hairdresser 
(Cecile de France) perform-
ing a random act of kind-
ness. With Jeremie Renier, 
Egon Di Mateo and Olivier 

Gourmet. (In French with 
subtitles) 

Natural Selection (R for 
profanity, sexuality, vio-
lence, drug use and brief 
graphic nudity) Baby-daddy 
dramedy about a barren 
housewife (Rachael Harris) 
who tries to fulfill her dying 
husband’s (John Diehl) last 
wish by tracking down his 
long-lost, illegitimate son 
(Matt O’Leary). With Jon 
Gries, Billy Blair and Berna 
Roberts. 

Reuniting the Rubins 
(PG for mature themes and 
mild epithets) Dysfunctional 
family comedy about an 
uptight attorney (Timothy 
Spall) who reluctantly post-
pones a vacation to reunite 
his estranged offspring at 
Passover for the sake of 
his ailing mother (Honor 
Blackman). Featuring Rhona 
Mitra, James Callis,Hugh 
O’Conor and Loo Brealey. 

Saviors in the Night 
(Unrated) Holocaust drama, 
set in Westphalia in 1943, 
based on the memoir of 
Marga Spiegel (Veronica 
Ferres) recounting how 
her family was saved from 
Hitler’s concentration 
camps by neighbors who hid 
them on a farm. With Armin 
Rohde, Luisa Mix and Lia 

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

Hoensbroech. (In French, 
German and English with 
subtitles) 

Seeking Justice (R for 
violence, profanity and 
brief sexuality) Nicolas 
Cage stars in this revenge 
thriller about a man who 
enlists the assistance of a 
vigilante group to settle the 

score with the creep who 
had brutally raped his wife 
(January Jones). With Guy 
Pearce, Jennifer Carpenter 
and Harold Perrineau. (In 
English and Italian with 
subtitles)

The Wise Kids  (Unrated) 
Coming-of-age comedy 
set in Charleston, South 

Carolina where we find 
three high school seniors, 
a closeted gay (Tyler Ross), 
a devout Christian (Allison 
Torem), and a Baptist min-
ister’s (Rodney Lee Rogers) 
daughter (Molly Cunz), 
doubting their faith. With 
Matt DeCaro, Sadieh Rifai 
and Stephen Cone.

Dr. Seuss classic delivers timely eco message
She’s never seen one, 

since their hometown of 
Thneed-ville is an artificial 
environment where every-
thing is plastic except for the 
citizens. What the kids don’t 
know is that their idyllic 
community is also walled-off 
from a contaminated outside 
world which has been turned 
into a vast wasteland as a 
result of pollution.

Intent on impress-
ing Audrey, Ted asks his 
Grammy Norma (Betty 
White) where he might find 
a Truffula, the species of tree 
that once thrived in Thneed-
ville. She, in turn, suggests 
he meet with the Once-ler 
(Ed Helms), a reclusive elder 
who resides way past the city 
limits.            

So, Ted hops on his 
scooter and ventures out 
of town for the first time, 
and is shocked to see the 
widespread blight he’s been 
shielded from his whole life. 

Worse, it’s apparent that the 
desolation is due to the smog 
and sludge being spewed 
by an operation owned by 
Thneed-ville’s avaricious 
Mayor O’Hare (Rob Riggle).            

That discovery conven-
iently dovetails with Ted’s 
consulting the wise, old 
Once-ler who, in a series 
of sobering tete-a-tetes, pro-
ceeds to teach the idealistic 
lad a valuable lesson about 
the importance of protect-
ing the environment from 
greedy corporations. And 
the Once-ler even ‘fesses up 
about the role he played in 
the destruction of the forest 
when, over the objections 
of a tiny, planet-protecting 
creature called the Lorax 
(Danny DeVito), he harvest-
ed all the trees to make a 
quick buck.            

Loosely-based on the 
Dr. Seuss children’s clas-
sic of the same name, The 
Lorax is an eco-friendly 

parable about the urgency 
of preserving the Earth’s 
natural resources. The ani-
mated adventure is blessed 
with a sweet story of puppy 
love, too, although Ted and 
Audrey’s budding romance 
tends to take a back seat to 
the picture’s primary agen-
da of indicting big business 
for putting profits ahead of 
people and the planet.            

While the movie’s dire, 
apocalyptic scenario might 
scare some impressionable 
young’uns, most members 
of the target tyke demo are 
likely to take it all in stride, 
especially given the film’s 
fairy tale ending. An action 
cartoon featuring typical kid-
die fare plus a timely mes-
sage about conservation.

“The Lorax.”

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St Thur 7 pm, Sat 1:30 & 4:30 pm, Sun 4:30 pm
Telecharge.com 212.239.6200  

SistasTheMusical.com  
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

A joyous musical celebration of African-American  
women from Bessie Smith to Mary J. Blige

Join us for our Thursday Post Show Talk Backs featuring surprise 
celebrity guests.  More info at SistasTheMusical.com
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8 SUN KULCHA

COMMUNITY EVENTS
FRIDAY, MARCH 16

Birthday Bash Jammins Entertainment 
presents live performance by Jamaica’s hottest 
sensation I-Octane & the official return of Tony 
Matterhorn to the U.S. Celebrity Birthday Bash, 
10:00 p.m., at Pulse 48, 1020 East 48 St., corner 
of Farragut Rd., Brooklyn. Tickets available at 
tix4me.com or call (718) 282-8041.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17

Vaccination Clinics Luv My Pet is sponsoring 
low cost dog & cat vaccination clinics at Petland 
Discounts in Queens on Sat., 3/17, 4:00 - 5:00 
p.m. at 143-40 Springfield Blvd., Pathmark 
Center, Springfield Gardens & 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m. at 171-33 Hillside Ave., between 171 & 
172 streets in Jamiaca; Sundays, 3/18 & 25, 
4:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m., at 71-39 Kissena Blvd., 
between Aguilar & 70 St., Kew Garden Hills; Sat., 
3/24, 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at 43-10 Ditmars 
Blvd., Laguardia Center, LIC & Sun., 3/25, 2:00 
p.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 8989 Union Turnpike, Stop & 
Shop Center, Glendale. For information, call Amy 
Eisenberg at (631) 273-6363.

Health & Wellness The Greater Brooklyn 
Health Coalition presents Women’s Health & Well-
ness Day, featuring guest speakers, refreshments 
for sale & vendors, 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at Masjid 
Abdul Mujhsi Khalifah, 120 Madison St., Brooklyn. 
Admisson free. For information, call (347) 789-
3064; (718) 783-0238; (718) 735-7750.

SUNDAY, MARCH 18

Spay/Neuter Clinics The ASPCA Mobile Unit 
is holding Spay/Neuter Clinics at Petland Dis-
counts in Queens on Sun., 3/18 at 37-55 82 St., 
W 37 & Roosevelt, Jackson Heights; Mon., 3/19 
at 91-08 Altantic Ave., Pathmark Center, Ozone 
Park; Tues., 3/20 at Metropolitan Ave., Rentar 
& Plaza, Middle Village; & Sun., 3/25, 134-40 
Springfield Blvd., corner Merrick Blvd., Springfield 
Gardens. All clinics begin at 7:00 a.m. For infor-
mation, call Amy Eisenberg at (631) 273-6363.

TUESDAY, MARCH 20

Storytelling Showcase Author/storyteller 
Michele Carlo hosts the “No Name @ Word Up” 
Storytelling Showcase at WordUp Community 
Bookshop, 4157 Broadway at 176 St., Washington 
Heights, N.Y., 7:00 p.m. For information, contact 
info@wordupbooks.com or call (347) 885-3466.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21

Obesity Conference The Greater Brooklyn 
Health Coalition presents Obesity Conference: 
Mobilizing for Change Throughout the Lifespan, 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center, Health Science Education Building Alumni 
Auditorium, 395 Lenox Rd., Brooklyn. For infor-
mation, contact Office of Continuing Education at 
(718) 270-2422.

Church Ave., Brooklyn.  For information call the 
Center at (718) 363-8043.

SATURDAY, MARCH 24

Health Workshop The Health Guild of St. 
Alban’s Church presents a community workshop 
“Empower Yourself to Heal Your Body and Ward 
Off Diseases” at the church, 9408 Farragut Rd., 
between East 94 & East 95 streets. Registration 
9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Workshop begins at 10:00 
a.m. For information, call (718) 444-4351.

ONGOING

Dinner Dance The Meadowbrook High School 
(Kingston, Jamaica) Alumni New York Chapter 
presents its Third Annual Dinner Dance at The 
Elegant Rose Hall, 4848 White Plains Rd., Bronx, 
on Saturday, March 24, 8:00 p.m. For tickets & in-
formation, call (732) 874-3788 or (347) 414) 4284.

Free Tax Preparation The Bethex Federal 
Credit Union is offering free tax preparation every 
Wednesday, 12 noon - 7:00 p.m. & Friday, 10:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m,. at Bronx Independent Living 
Services, 4419 Third Ave., Ste. 2C, Bronx. For 
more information & necessary paperwork, call 
(718) 515-2800 ext. 111 or for an ASL interpret-
er, call & make appointment with Ms. Saldana at 
(866) 882-3244.

Free Tax Help The Brooklyn Cooperative 
Federal Credit Union & the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program will be offering free tax help 
to low- to-moderate-income residents of Bedford 
Stuyvesant & Bushwick. In addition to providing 
free, high-quality tax preparation, the program 
gives Central Brooklyn residents an opportunity to 
open credit union accounts. For more information, 
call (212) 505-EITC (3482).

Adoption “You Gotta Believe!,” a community 
based older child adoption agency is looking for 
families (regardless of age, marital status, gender 
or income) who would be willing to provide love 
& nurturing to a child in the foster care system. 
Classes held on Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Church, 2801 W 8 St., in Coney Island 
& Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. at Church of the Holy 
Redeemer, 2424 Linden Blvd. in East New York. 
For information, call (718) 372-3003.

Winter Aches & Pains Jamaican Fountain 
Pimento Oil is an all natural, chemical & preserva-
tive free herbal medication that relieves sore 
muscles, stiff joints, nerve damage, circulation 
issues, fluid retention amongst a host of other 
ailments. Call Sandra at (866) 223-2414 to book 
a free massage appointment for your place of 
worship, senior citizens group or nursing home. 
For more information, visit www.pimentooil.com.

Tai Chi Stop. Breath. Relax.  Join Tai Chi Easy, 
a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese healing, taught by Daniel 
Weicher, certified teacher in Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the 
Moore Street Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on 
Humbolt St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. 
Call (914) 673-6016 for information.
 Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

Cancer Detection The Greater Brooklyn 
Health Coalition presents New Health Lectures at 
Brooklyn Public Library, Kings Highway Branch, 
2115 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, on Colorectal Cancer, 
Prevention, Early Detection & Treatment, 6:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. For information, call (718) 375-
3037.

THURSDAY, MARCH 22

Homebuyers Seminar NHS of East Flatbush 
is sponsoring a Free Homebuyers Seminar focus-
ing on first-time homebuyers, assistance with 
closing costs, & more, 6:30 p.m. at Chase, 1462 
Nostrand Ave., between Church Ave. & Erasmus 
Place, Brooklyn. To reserve space, call (718) 
469-4679.

Refi nancing NHS of East Flatbush, 2806 
Church Ave., between Nostrand & Rogers 
avenues, is sponsoring a free seminar  on The 
Refinancing Dos and Don’ts focusing on refinanc-
ing the pros & cons & when is the best time to re-
finance, 6:00 p.m. To RSVP, call (718) 469-4679.

Afternoon of Wellness Baltic Street AEH 
Inc.’s Bronx Peer Advocacy Center & Bronx 

Psychiatrics’ White Plains Road Clinic present an 
afternoon of wellness honoring Women’s Heritage 
Month & featuring World Beat with “Drum Diva” 
Dale, African drums, bongos, congas, shakers 
& more along with dancing, singing, healthy 
lifestyle tips & fun games, 1:00 p.m., - 3:30 p.m., 
at 3050 White Plains Rd., between Burke & Adee 
avenues. Lunch will be served. To reserve your 
place, call Marlene at (718) 562-6712.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23

Jazz Night I Stand for Hope Production 
presents “Jazz Night, Bringing Souls Together,” 
CD Release & Fundraiser, featuring Paul Engram 
& The Band, Big Mac, Rapping Rev. Miller, Lady 
Sheryl & more, at 525 Waverly Ave., between 
Fulton St. & Atlantic Ave. Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
Showtime 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. For tickets, 
call (347) 984-2106, (917) 407-7581, (917) 620-
6277 or (917) 751-6202.

Book Signing Author Kevin Sabio will speak 
on his two works “Raise Your Brown Black Fist”, 
Books 1 & 2, dealing with issues of history, race, 
poltics and Afro-Latino issues & affairs, 5:00 p.m. 
- 8:00 p.m. at The Marcus Garvey Center, 5105 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Children’s Program 
   The Mount Carmel Worship & Outreach 
Center, 788 East 46 St., between Clarendon 
& Ave. D, Brooklyn, is offering a children’s 
tutoring/computer training program, stand-
ardized test preparation & job skills training 
program, Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
For registration details, call (971) 609-0909.

Financial Coaching 
We all have goals - paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving our credit score, etc., etc. 
The Financial Capabilties & Coaching Program 
is a personal approach to help reach goals. For 
more information, call the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of East Flatbush at (718) 469-4679.
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pain and disturbance in urination?

Suspect that you may have 
prostate problems?

According to the National Ambulatory Medical 
Care Survey, one in every two men over age 50 suf-
fers from an enlarged prostate, and at age 75, about 
80% of men suffer from this condition. Are you part 
of this disturbing statistic? If you are a male and 
experience painful urinary symptoms that make life 
diffi cult, it’s time to talk to a urologist. 

Symptoms and Testing
BPH (Benign prostatic hyperplasia or enlarged 

prostate) occurs when the prostate gland becomes 
enlarged due to an excess growth of healthy cells. 
The presence of an enlarged prostate can be identi-
fi ed through the prevalence of the following symp-
toms:

These symptoms emerge gradually, often grow-

prostate (non-cancerous) may be present as a result 
of any one of these hardly noticeable symptoms. 
Such conditions are often mistakenly blamed on 
age, stress and other factors, which is absolutely 
not the case.

In order to rule out prostate cancer and allevi-
ate symptoms, it is important to see a urologist as 

does not cause prostate cancer, both affl ictions may 
be present at the same time, so it is important to 
continue screening for prostate cancer even if you 
already have BPH. The New York Urologic Insti-

PSA (prostate specifi c antigen) in blood and, if nec-
essary, take a painless biopsy (sampling of cells) 
of the prostate. This eliminates the possibility of 
prostate cancer, which is identical with BPH in its 
symptoms.

Treatment
There are various treatments for an enlarged 

prostate, including minimally invasive and surgical 
treatments. If symptoms begin affecting your daily 
life, treatment options such as minimally invasive 
procedures, medication, or surgery may help. The 
New York Urologic Institute offers a wide range of 
possibilities for the treatment of an enlarged pros-
tate, including applied therapeutic and physiothera-
peutic methods.

Minimally Invasive Procedures
Minimally invasive procedures usually allow pa-

to no complications. These procedures involve us-
ing microwave therapy to eliminate portions of the 
prostate.  

Medication & Drug Therapies
Medications and drug therapies are commonly 

used to relieve moderate symptoms of an enlarged 
prostate. The goal of these medications is to relax 
the muscles in the prostate and bladder in order to 
reduce bladder obstructions.

Surgical Procedures
Surgical procedures involve removing the inner 

part of the prostate through a special instrument 
inserted into the urethra. If the prostate has greatly 
enlarged, an open prostatectomy is necessary, where 
an incision is made in the abdomen from which the 
inner layer in the prostate is removed. 

Because BPH and prostate cancer can coexist, 
urologists at the New York Urologic Institute are 
meticulous in diagnosing BPH and highly recom-
mend regular screening for prostate cancer. If you 
experience excessive discomfort from your symp-
toms, do not hesitate to discuss your treatment op-
tions with one of the award-winning urologists at 
the New York Urologic Institute. If your life has 

been impacted by BPH, come visit NYUI and see 
how you can restore your comfort.

You May Have An Enlarged Prostate and Not Know It!

America’s Top Urologists 2009, 2010
Queens: 110-11 72nd Ave., Forest Hills, NY 11375
Brooklyn: 2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY
MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing

Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768

718-739-3258

718-739-9145
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By Deardra Shuler
Women’s History Month tail-

ing behind Black History Month 
finds the Hadley Players winter 
production and contribution of 
“Aryè,” featured at the Harlem 
School of the Arts, located at 647 
St. Nicholas Avenue (off 142nd   
Street) in Manhattan, ended 
March 11. 

I wish it could run longer so that 
everyone can see this play and feel 
the pride, joy and sorrow of a family 
as it existed in Africa, endured slav-
ery in America and later American 
apartheid, only to  prevail in cur-
rent time, remembering its history 
and family  tradition.

Although I have reviewed sev-
eral plays, I cannot recall in some 
time feeling the excitement I felt 
after viewing “Aryè,” a play written 
by actress Louise Mike. Ms. Mike’s 
play takes the viewer through 
three generations of women, all 
telling the familial tale of the war-
rior Aryè.  Aryè was a proud son 
of Africa, strong and vital, a leader 
who was raised by his culture and 
mother to respect women, nature, 
family, tradition, and his God.

This play is a true light in the  
darkness and performed with 
warmth, passion and great skill by 
actress Kimberlee Monroe, who 
does a superb job depicting each 
generation of woman: grandmoth-
er, mother and daughter within 
their historic era. The perform-
ance is uplifting in spirit and truly 
a play for the heart.

Ms. Monroe carries her audi-
ence back to Africa through the 
grandmother who serves as a griot 
since it is through her, we come 
to know her son, Aryè, and along 
the way get to know her as well. 
She was the healer in the family 
as was her mother.  She knew the 
ways of the land and of nature and 
how the birds were the foretellers 
of death.  We feel the link to our 
ancestors in Africa and learn of a 
people who understood the earth’s 
rhythms, and their soul connec-
tion with the animals, the land, 
and nature. In fact, so connected 
were they that oftentimes it was 
by observing nature and taking 
heed of nature’s warnings, that 
Africans saved their own lives.

Via the play “Aryè,” viewers are 

reminded of a time when we as a 
people combined our forces and 
worked together as one, sharing 
what we had with one another, so 
that no one went without. And, 
through this tradition of unselfish-
ness our ancestors built a strong 
and united community. It was a 
time when men hunted and pro-
vided for the family, took pride in 
their women and led with strength 
and purpose. Mates were equal 
partners. The women cared for 
the home, the sick and wounded, 
and even became warriors if need 
be, putting the family community 
survival first and foremost. Ms. 
Monroe weaves the fabric of this 
lifestyle with such agility that one 
doesn’t even need to close their 
eyes to be taken back as witness to 
our ancestral past.

Through a simple change of 
costume we are transported to a 
plantation wherein the daughter 
of Aryè continues the tale of his 
life, introducing the lives of Aryè’s 
children under the rigors of slav-
ery. Audiences feel the pride Aryè 
held, the suffering he endured, 
having to take on a chained life 

after having lived a free life in 
Africa.  We realize the cruelty of 
having to endure another man’s 
rule, Will and heartlessness, yet 
find a way to live throughout it all 
and still believe in God. Still hope, 
still rise. This play shows us that 
although at times we falter we 
have always found a way to go on.

 The director, Ward Nixon, who 
also did the set designs, made each 
time period realistic. The symbol-
ism of the tree and flowers was a 
brilliant indicative of the branches 
of family and the blossoming of 
each lifetime that continued the 
tradition of keeping Mother Africa 
alive. Through Ward’s efforts and 
that of everyone involved in this 
production, the line of African 
American descent is brought to life. 
Via the women storytellers in this 
play, each generation passes down 
an enlightened culture via the male 
line of Aryè. In so doing, the impor-
tance of knowing who we are as a 
nation and people and the origins of 
our beginnings, is instilled in each 
child inculcating a common bond.  

There is something we as a peo-
ple of color here in America and 

throughout the Diaspora need to 
remind ourselves of in modern day 
-- That is, the line of Africa exists in 
each one of us and should not be 
negated, disrespected or discarded 
because others malign us and try to 
instill in us a sense of self-revulsion. 
We are not inferior because oth-
ers say so, nor are we powerless. 
Only by ingesting the rhetoric and 
condemnation of the fearing others, 
have some among us swallowed 
the negative programming hate-
filled groups systematically enforce. 
Let’s stop the violence toward one 
another, and lack of appreciation 
of our race.  Attempting to be a 
mirrored reflection of Euro-culture 
only brings about the extinction of 
our own.  Think about it!

Kimberlee Monroe is a gradu-
ate of the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts and has performed 
with the Hadley Players in the 
productions “Nobody Knows 
Where They Was” and “The Winter 
View.”  She appeared in Layon 
Gray’s award winning play “All 
American Girls,” about a team of 
African American women baseball 
players set in the 1940s.  

‘Aryè’ tells a tale of three women   

PS 15Q in Springfield Gardens 
held their first Gala Black Tie 
Affair on Friday, March 9 to cel-
ebrate children and school paren-
tal and community involvement.

The school gymnasium was 
transformed with the use of table 
cloths and ribbon tied cloth chair 
covers. More than 60 PS 15 stu-
dents attended dressed in special 
occasion dresses and dark suits. 
Dancers from the school pro-
vided entertainment.

Awards were presented to 
community leaders. The hono-
rees included all the local elected 
leaders, Hon. Archie Spigner, Bill 
Briggs, executive director and 
founder of Youth and Tennis, 
officers Patt Kahan and Tasia 

Jordon of the 113th Precinct and 
Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Brewer. 
Students who showed the most 
improvement and parent and 
staff leaders as well as educa-
tional leaders were honored. 

Keynote Speaker Assemb. 
William Scarborough talked 
about cut backs at all levels of 
government. The money that 
the state was ordered to pay 
NYC in 1996 as a result of the 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity Law 
Suit was supposed to run from 
2008 - 2013, but because of the 
economic recession and budg-
et shortfalls, was pushed up to 
2011 - 2013. School budgets have 
been decreased while class size 
has grown. He urged parents to 

demand more from their legisla-
tors, so that as legislators we can 
demand more. 

Scarborough also talked about 
the push by this administration 
for charter schools. “Charter 
schools will never educate more 
than 20 percent of our children,” 
he said. We need to support and 
strengthen our public schools. 
“We need to create smaller class 
sizes in public schools,” he added. 

He raised another point of dis-
sension - forcing schools togeth-
er in an existing school facility. 
The administration, parents and 
children are adversarial to the 
schools that are there. The Dept. 
of Education needs to put togeth-
er a better way of doing this.

Black tie gala at PS 15

At the PS 15Q first Gala Black Tie Affair, Principal Antonio 
K‚ÄôTori with PS 15 students and honorees (from left) Hon. 
Archie Spigner, Councilmen Leroy Comrie and James Sanders 
and Keynote Speaker Assemblyman William Scarborough. 
 Photo by Juliet Kaye
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Runaway and missing 
children are a major prob-
lem in the U.S. Statistics 
vary. According to the U. S. 
Department of Justice, 1.7 
million children run away 
from home each year. 

According to the National 
Runaway Switchboard, 
between 1.6 and 2.8 mil-
lion minors run away every 
year. There are one to three 
million runaways living in 
the streets. The dangers 
children face as runaways 
include the risk of being 
kidnapped, sold into sex 
trafficking, being physically 
abused. Each year 50,000 
runaways die.

Southeast Queens resi-
dent Erica Carr’s 15 year 
old daughter went missing 
on Jan. 13 in Southeast 
Queens. She never came 
home from school. Erica 
Carr has been worried sick 
and contacted Assemblyman 
William Scarborough and 
D.L. Archie Spigner for 
help.

Scarborough, who has 
passed Safe Harbor leg-
islation to help runaways 
involved in prostitution, has 
been able to help reunite 
other mothers with their 
missing teens by involving 
Joe Mazzilli. A retired NYPD 
detective and now a pri-
vate investigator, Mazzilli 
created his own team to 
find and rescue endangered 
runaways and bring them 
home safely. The team is 
called the Runaway Squad 
and actually became a real-
ity show on A & E TV.

Mazzilli believes in act-
ing quickly when search-

ing for a runaway because 
their chances of being hurt 
increases with each passing 
day. Unless police suspect 
foul play is involved, they 
don’t have the resources 
to get involved with find-
ing runaways. Mazzilli said 
they get so many cases a 
week and many could be 
solved quickly if they had 
subpoena power.

Erica described her daugh-
ter Jassmyn as 5’ 8”, weigh-
ing 175 pounds, with black 
hair and brown eyes. She 
went to H.S. of Community 
Leadership at Jamaica H.S. 
There have been reports 
she has been seen in the 
community. Mother Erica 
Carr is extremely worried 
and misses her.  She wants 
Jassmyn to know she loves 
her and begs her to come 
home. There will be no 
questions asked.

If  you have seen 
Jassmyn Carr, please call 
the Runaway Squad Hotline 
at 1-877-4ARUNAWAY, or 
718-599-5915, or email at 
Runaway@RunawaySquad.
com or Missing Persons 
Squad at 212-694-7781 or 
the nearest police officer. 

Runaway children in 
Southeast Queens

From left, Hon. Archie Spigner, Mom Erica Carr hold-
ing pictures of missing 15-year-old daughter Jassmyn 
Carr, Assemblyman William Scarborough and retired 
NYPD undercover detective Joe Mazzilli, who hunts 
for and rescues runaway children. Photos by Juliet Kaye

Have you seen 15-year-
old Jassmyn Carr?
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Caribbean Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classified Section

ACROSS
1. Frosting on a cake, e.g.
6. Heat or energy unit
9. *School with most champi-
onships
13. Love intensely
14. Dr. Cornelius in sci-fi 
movie classic, e.g.
15. Like dragon after knight’s 
conquest
16. Copperfield’s domain
17. Eating of forbidden fruit, 
e.g.
18. Total amount
19. *Game tracker
21. In an open way
23. Not vertical, abbr.
24. Be sick
25. Emergency responders
28. Home to Stags Leap and 
Wild Horse
30. Superlative of “yare”
35. Reluctant, usually followed 
by “to”
37. A tall one is not true
39. The present occasion
40. U.N. civil aviation agency
41. Rossini’s opus, e.g.
43. It travels through air
44. Pulsating pain
46. At a great distance
47. *Final ____
48. Some give this when upset
50. Drug abuser
52. Dry, as in humor

53. Eagerness
55. Clinton ___ Rodham
57. Famous for its coffee
60. *Goes with March
64. NBC’s “The _____”
65. “___ to Joy” by Friedrich 
Schiller
67. Become one
68. On the move
69. Julie Andrews in “The 
Sound of Music”
70. Holy See’s administering 
body
71. *Ranking
72. Apollo to ancient Greeks
73. Levels

DOWN
1. Its fleece was white as 
snow?
2. Sixth month of civil year
3. Downward and upward 
dogs are part of this
4. _____ Maria Remarque
5. Suppose
6. *Georgetown’s conference, 
“The Big ____”
7. *Ranking based on strength 
of schedule
8. Major Italian seaport
9. ____ Bator, Mongolia
10. Collect telephone ____
11. Monet’s water flower
12. “___ day now”
15. Novelist ______ Zweig

20. Muse of love poetry
22. Be nosey
24. Deadly or sinister
25. *Like last eight
26. Sweet coffee drink
27. A Beatle
29. Daddy
31. Over your head?
32. To give an income or prop-
erty
33. Scrub or purge
34. Towel cloth
36. Ungulate’s foot
38. Victorian or Elizabethan 
ones, e.g.
42. *Kentucky’s Rupp _____
45. *______ beater
49. “Big Island” flower neck-
lace
51. Simplify
54. Movie “_____ Came Polly”
56. Boredom
57. Speaker type
58. Baptism, e.g.
59. Important battery compo-
nent
60. “Cobbler, cobbler, ____ my 
shoe”
61. Republic of Ireland
62. Done in a pot
63. Ligurian one and Adriatic 
one
64. Military hospitals
66. Simon & Garfunkel, e.g.
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By Patrick Horne
The 17th MLS 

season got under-
way last Saturday, 
March 10, and the 
hope is that this 
may be the year 
that a New York 
franchise brings 
the MLS Cup 
here.  Seventeen 
seasons without 
a championship 
team for the New 
York/New Jersey 
area put much 
pressure on the 
New York Red 
Bulls – one of the 
richest MLS franchises and the first New 
York area soccer team with its own soccer 
specific stadium in Red Bull Arena.  

The Red Bulls lost its season opener, 2-1, 
at FC Dallas Stadium in an NBC televised 
game with a sellout crowd of 20, 906 last 

Two CARICOM 
prime ministers - 
Jamaica’s Portia 
Simpson-Miller 
and Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar 
- have called for 
“great change” 
to West Indies 
cricket.

They are 
standing in soli-
darity with each 
other over what 
Persad-Bissessar 
is calling the 
disrespect shown to Simpson-Miller in her 
battle with the West Indies Cricket Board 
(WICB).

Their main grouse centers around a 
statement issued by the WICB last month 
in which the board accused the Jamaican 

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS
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BLACKBIRDS BLACKBIRDS 
SOARSOAR

By Robert Elkin
Honors, including some major ones, 

have been piling up for Long Island 
University’s center-forward Julian Boyd  
during his three year varsity career. 
With one more year left to go in his four 

year career, Boyd could be headed in 
the right direction on the next level.

Boyd began his college basketball 
days as a freshman when he was named 
Northeast  College  Conference Rookie-
of-the-Year for 2008-2009. After sitting 

out the following year with heart prob-
lems, he came back all recovered for his 
sophomore season and saw no affects 
as he started all 33 games, scored and 
rebounded very well.

Continued on next page

LIU turns in LIU turns in 
exceptional exceptional 
yearyear

LIU’s Julian Boyd (#42) who scored two of his game-high 21 points, plus 10 rebounds, was named MVP. 
 Photo by Lem Peterkin

Red Bulls 
fall in the 

MLS opener 

Call for change

New York Red Bulls’ 
Kenny Cooper.
 AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez

Jamaica Prime Minister 
Portia Simpson-Miller.
AP Photos/Ramon Espinosa

‘The West Indies selectors and the West Indies Cricket 
Board will have to take full responsibility for whatever 
takes place in the Digicel series in front of Caribbean 
spectators.’ - Eyes on Cricket, Page 35
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Sunday afternoon, and although 
it may be foolhardy to specu-
late on the Red Bulls’ chances 
of reaching the MLS Cup final 
after only one game, a contest 
certainly is enough to spark ques-
tions about aspects of the team 
that will have a direct impact on 
a successful season.  

New York’s defense was a 
major worry last year during a 
season in which the Red Bulls 
drew a record number of games 
before backing into the playoff 
via a wild card berth. It was this 
Dallas team that the New Yorkers 
knocked out of the 2011 play-
offs to advance to the short-lived 
first round series versus eventual 
champion Los Angeles Galaxy. 

In this season opener, it 
seemed as though the defense 
continued its error-filled ways 
as two defensive mistakes led to 
the Red Bulls’ downfall. Dallas’ 
Zach Lloyd’s 11th minute goal 
came when new defender Markus 
Holgersson failed to clear the 
ball from the goalmouth; the 

Swedish Holgersson was brought 
in to shore up a defensive unit 
that lost stalwart defender Tim 
Ream to Bolton of the English 
Premier League. Ricardo Villar’s 
61st minute goal was the result 
of another defensive error.

Also added to the defensive 
lineup was Colombian Wilma 
Conde, a past MLS all-star player 
with the Chicago Fire, but Conde 
seems injury prone and was 
absent from the game. Second-
year player Stephen Keel made 
a credible showing teamed at 
central defense with Holgersson 
and left defenseman Roy Miller 
and Soli complete the start-
ing defense, which, except for 
Holgersson, were there last year. 
This defense should have done 
a much better job at protect-
ing newcomer goalkeeper Ryan 
Meara, who was one of the bright 
spots in the game. Another bad 
omen for New York is Mexican 
international defender Rafael 
Marquez, who was suspended for 
the first two games of this season 
as a result of an incident at Red 

Bull Arena in the last game there 
versus the Galaxy. Will Marquez 
continue to find ways to be absent 
from the defense? Will Conde stay 
healthy throughout the season? 
How improved, really, is Keel?  

New York’s midfield lacks crea-
tivity. There are too many defen-
sive journeymen and not enough 
skill to maintain possession for 
substantial periods and dictate 
the tempo in the game. Estonian 
Joel Lindpere and Jamaican inter-
national Dane Richards manned 
the flanks, while Dax McCarty 
and Teemu Tainio were the cen-
tral tandem that were supposed 
to control the middle of the pitch, 
which did not happen. Mc Carty 
and Tainio are defensive play-
ers who lack the necessary crea-
tivity to be effective schemers; 
Lindpere is a tireless worker and 
Richards, coming off his most 
productive year as a professional, 
uses his speed effectively to get 
behind defenses. The Red Bulls 
need a creative midfielder in the 
middle of the park who can spray 
accurately weighted and timely 

passes to dissect defenses. 
Thierry Henry, who adds much 

scoring experience to the front-
line, and Juan Agudelo started for 
New York, but it took new acqui-
sition Kenny Cooper, a veteran 
MLS forward, to put New York 
on the score sheet late in the 
contest. A more effective midfield 
would have solved some of New 
York’s scoring problems. The 

talented Agudelo came into the 
league last year with much prom-
ise; he did exceptionally well for 
the U.S. national team last year, 
but Red Bulls coach Hans Backe 
has slowed his progress by using 
the talented player sparingly. 
Agudelo should have been much 
further ahead in his development 
had he been credited with the 
playing time that he deserved.  

Continued from previous page

Last November he was 
named Pre-season Player of the 
year in the circuit by the mem-
ber coaches and committee. 
He lived up to his expectations 
by being named Most Valuable 
Player of the regular season in 
the league as a junior  and in 
addition he was a member of 
the all-league team. He paced 
the Blackbirds of downtown 
Brooklyn  to the regular season 
championship and a top seeded  
position  in the league’s post 
season tournament. With three 
victories in the playoff tourney, 
including a 90-73 victory over 
Robert Morris, at the Wellness 
Center, the Blackbirds won 
the whole thing and received 
an automatic bid into the 
NCAA tournament. A capacity 
crowd of about 17,000 specta-
tors turned out for the three 
games.

Coach Jim Ferry went 
with  practically same start-
ers all during the campaign 
and had a three guard offense 
of sophomore Jason Brickman, 
and junior C.J. Garner and 
senior Michael Culpo , Jamal 
Olasewere at forward and 6-7 
Boyd at either forward or cent-
er. 

All five players were on the 
same page throughout the 
season and started almost 

every game. There are only 
two seniors on the roster. This 
means that almost every player 
returns in tact for 2012-2013 
season.

“We had the same line-up 
in every game,”  said Boyd, 
who has a tremendous inside-
outside game which has been 
working well all season long. 

Brickman is a fantastic point 
guard, one of the best around.  
Olasewere is a very physical 
front court player who looked 
exceptional at times. The duo 
plus Boyd has a three deal of 
potential for the future.

Every body is high on 
Brickman.

“Having a point guard like 
Jason is amazing,” said Jamal. 
“He makes the team go. He 
knows how to push the ball 
‘out.’” 

“We are lucky to have a 
point guard like him leading 
us,” Ferry added. 

They got the home court 
advantage for all three tourna-
ment games because of the final 
standings which gave them an 
advantage in the playoffs. 

These players gave the 
team the needed confidence 
throughout the season that 
was truly needed especially 
over the last eight weeks. The 
team members made some 
tough plays during their wins 

and victory streak. They played 
very well.

Using the same line-up 
for every game certainly paid 
off in the long run., as they 
captured 10 of their last 11 
encounters starting February 2 
games going into the champi-
onship game of the Northeast 
Conference tournament playoff  
contest that gave the winning 
the team a spot in the prestig-
ious tourney, a dream that any 
team wants to achieve.

“It was always good to win; 
nobody wants to lose,” said 
Boyd, after the game that put 
them into the prestigious 
tourney.. “Coach Ferry doesn’t  

call the plays all the time. He 
knows what we could do. He 
lets us do it.”

Overall, the Blackbirds turn 
in a tremendous year.

“After we started out 0-3, 
people thought that we were 
done,” Ferry went on. “We 
knew that we weren’t and 
found  our weaknesses early 
(in the season). We got better 
from that point.”

The players all agreed that 
Ferry has been a terrific coach 
as the Blackbirds turned in one 
of their best teams record wise 
in many years. Some of the 
starters are capable of going to 
the next level.

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Blackbirds sing

NY midfield lacks creativity

Unified 
against WICB

FC Dallas midfielder Ricardo Villar (11) scores past New York 
Red Bulls goalkeeper Ryan Meara, left, as Roy Miller (7) looks on 
during an MLS soccer match Sunday, March 11, 2012, in Frisco, 
Texas. FC Dallas won 2-1.  AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez

The Northeast Champions 2012 LIU Blacksbirds.
 Photo by Lem Peterkin

prime minister of not having “the ben-
efit of the full information pertaining to 
the matter of which she spoke.”

The WICB also said it was “further 
disappointed that the relevant officials 
in Jamaica did not, or do not properly 
brief the newly-elected prime minis-
ter.”

The WICB did so after Simpson-
Miller said Jamaica was not granted a 
Test match in the upcoming Australia 
tour as she also complained about con-
tinued exclusion of Jamaican cricket 
star Chris Gayle from the West Indies 
cricket team.

The two leaders expressed their uni-
fied stance on the matter while speak-
ing to reporters at the opening of the 
23rd Inter-sessional Meeting of the 
Conference of the CARICOM heads 
of government, which was held last 
week at the Royal Torarica Hotel in 
Paramaribo, Suriname.

“I think it is very disrespectful of the 
WICB in the statements made following 
upon that made by the prime minister,” 
Persad-Bissessar said.

Persad-Bissessar and Simpson-Miller 
met for the first time in their respective 
roles as prime minister since Simpson-
Miller won her country’s general elec-
tions last year. Their meeting occurred 
on International Women’s Day. 
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BODY SHOP FACILITY
FREE ESTIMATES

• State of the Art Service & Body Shop Facility
• We Service All Makes & Models
• Pick up and Delivery Service
• We Accept All Extended Warranties Regardless Of  
  Where You Purchased Your Vehicle
• Complimentary Car Wash with every Service
• Customer Waiting Lounge with WiFi

,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,

888-662-0394
.com

Service Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: closed

 8635 18th Ave • Brooklyn, NY
Call for 

Special Pricing 
& Discounts!Facility #7112049

COOLING SYSTEM SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies & environmental disposal. Coupon cannot 
be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer 

expires 3/21/12. 00CHZC/SCS.

• ADD UP TO 2 GALLONS OF COOLANT • INSPECT 
HOSES • INSPECT BELTS • PRESSURE TEST SYSTEM 

• DRAIN & FILL COOLING SYSTEM WITH NEW COOLANT

WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Coupon cannot be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of 

write-up. Offer expires 3/21/12. 00CHZWCS

INCLUDES: • ROTATE TIRES • PERFORM FRONT 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT • INSPECT SUSPENSION • 

CLEAN & INSPECT BRAKES

A/C SERVICE SPECIAL

Additional cost for shop supplies & environmental disposal. Coupon cannot 
be reprinted or duplicated. Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer 

expires 3/21/12. 24CHH/CCS

INCLUDES: • UP TO 2 POUNDS FREON • INSPECT 
FOR LEAKS  • INSPECT CABIN AIR FILTER • 

INSPECT BELTS
Additional cost for synthetic oil, shop supplies & environmental disposal. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Coupon cannot be reprinted or duplicated. 
Must present coupon at time of write-up. Offer expires 3/21/12. 00CHZLOFCS

OIL CHANGE 
SPECIAL

OOEXPRESS 

LANE NO 

APPOINTMENT 

NEEDED

For the West 
Indies to give 
Australia a huge 
challenge in the 
upcoming Digicel 
Series, their bowl-
ers have to do 
extremely well in 
order to restrict the opposition to small totals.

West Indies bowlers have dominated the 
Regional Four-Day Tournaments so far after the 
fifth round. Sunil Narine the right-handed spinner 
from Trinidad and Tobago has been the highlight 
of the series.

Other bowlers: Veer Sammy Permaul, Jino Best, 
Odean Brown, Narsingh Deonarine, Brandon Bess 
and Dave Bernard, along with Nikita Miller, have 
done very well so far in the competition. 

Windies Batting Very Thin 
And Out Of Form

Apart from injuries and discarded players, the 
few batsmen that are around to participate in 
the Test matches, One-Day Internationals and 
Twenty20s are not in the best of form.

To add more bad news to the West Indies team, 
the most inform batsman in the regional four-day 
competition this year, Denesh Ramdin has been 
ruled out of the three One-Day Internationals 
because of an injury. Carlton Baugh Jr. has been 
called to replace Ramdin. 

Windies Batting Lacks Depth

The weakness in 
West Indies batting 
and lack of capable 
batsmen down in 
the order to carry 
through in the 
three-match, One-
Day series, will be 

the core reasons for Windies collapse. 
West Indies selectors and the West Indies 

Cricket Board would have to take full responsibil-
ity for whatever takes place in this series in front 
of Caribbean spectators. 

The 13-man squad named is filled with bowl-
ers but insufficient batsmen. A cricket team 
must be balanced. The first ODI begins in St. 
Vincent on March 16. The 13 players named are 
as follows:

Darren Sammy (Captain), Jino Best, DeVendra 
Bishoo, Darren Bravo, Dwayne Bravo, Johnson 
Charles, Sunil Narine, Kieron Pollard, Kieron 
Powell, Kemar Roach, Andre Russell, Marlon 
Samuels, Carlton Baugh.

Regional Four-Day Standings
After Fifth Round

Jamaica; Points - 60; Games - 5;
Guyana, Points - 36; Games - 5;
Trinidad/Tobago Points - 28; Games - 4;
Barbados; Points - 24; Games - 4;
Windwards; Points - 16; Games - 4;
Combined Campuses and Colleges; Points - 12; 

Games - 4;
Leewards; Points - 12; Games - 4.

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

Windies bowlers must halt Aussies batsmen

West Indies bowler Narsingh Deonarine. AP Photo/Andres Leighton
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INCLUDES CADILLAC PREMIUM CARE MAINTENANCE FOR 4YEARS OR 50,000 MILES

The New Standard of the World.

No Money Down!*

3.6L V6 Improved
Horsepower and Gas Mileage!
6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP

$37,055 #20466

LEASE FOR

$349*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRXFWD

No Money Down!*

LUXURYCOLLECTION
6.2L V8 Fully Loaded, Rear Seat

Entertainment DVD, 22” Chrome Wheels,
Power Sunroof, Navigation System and

much more. MSRP $72,335

LEASE FOR

$689*

per month 48 months

2012 CADILLAC
ESCALADE

Automatic Transmission,
Power Sunroof, Leather, 18” Alloy Wheels And Much,

Much More! MSRP $27,750 Stock#20557/deal#100711

Automatic Transmission, Power Sunroof, Convenience Package,

18” Aluminum Wheels And Much, Much More! MSRP $30,030

Stock#19671/deal#10070

All New 2012 BUICK
VERANO

2012GMC
TERRAIN SLE-2 FWD

up to $2,750 Trade-In Bonus With Purchase Or Lease Of New 2012 Yukon & Sierra Models! Ask For Details Today!
Yukon, Yukon XL $1,000, Sierra 1500 $2,000. 2500HD with LGH/LML, 3500HD w/ LGH/LML $2,750

Your Choice!
LEASE FOR

$275*

per month 27 months

TheBetter Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Buick / GMC offers, add tax & reg. fees. Primary lender approval. 10K miles a year. $995.00 down at $275 a month. Plus, bank fee $795, taxes, DMV and security will be due at start and extra. Ally bank. Residual: Verano $16,372.50, Terrain $16,816.80. Verano $575 customer cash rebate ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer )., Terrain $2,750 customer cash rebate ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer ). Terrain includes Competitive lease conquest rebate of a $1,000.00. ( must
be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. Cadillac *Add tax & reg fees, plus , No Security Deposit, bank fee $695 due on delivery. SRX Price includes: $1,540 Customer Cash Rebate ( Escalade $7,275 ), $2,000 ( Escalade $3,000 )non-GM Conquest ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. $395 Disposition fee at lease end. US Bank 10k miles per yr. 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( SRX $18,898.05 & & Escalade $28,934.00 ) . ( Must be a NON
GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 3-31-2012.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK in Great Neck!
CadillacCelebrates
ItsNewEdition...
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ANDALL OTHERMAKES&MODELS!
TOYOTAS • HONDAS • FORDS • JEEPS • DODGES • NISSANS • HYUNDAIS

VEHICLES TO
BE SOLD FOR

$999

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Stk#TG007-140K Mi. 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee. §Stk#U7938-84K Mi. 2006 VW Passat Was $15,000 now $9000, Stk#U7951-94K Mi. 2005 Chevy Trailblazer Was $9000 Now $6000, Stk#U7740-58K Mi. 2005 Chevy Aveo $6000 Now $3000. ** Stk#U7951-94K Mi. 2005 Chevy Trailblazer Sale Price $6000, $99 Down,
$99 per mo. 72Mos @ 3.99%APR. Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title, MV & fees are additional. Must have 750 credit score or better. See dealer for details. Subject to prior sale. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 3/18/12.

Pre-Owned Super Store

CREDIT PROBLEMS? NOT HERE!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Judgements • Repossesions

• Bankruptcies • 1st Time Buyer • Divorce • Student Loans
IT DOESN’T MATTER… U WORK? U DRIVE

GardenCityCarDeals.com
Click Finance for Pre-Approval!

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $15,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

§

§

§

*

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Shuttle Service
✔ National Loaner Car Program

✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
✔ Free Towing Service

✔ Express Service Lane And More
Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT

YOUR TRADE IN

$99
BANK REPOSSESSIONS
AUCTION VEHICLES
LEASING VEHICLES

CREDIT UNIONS
RENTAL VEHICLES

DOWN

$99
AND

PER
MONTH
with approval

Just200
VEHICLES!
OverOverOverOver

FRIDAY • MARCH 16TH

9AM-9PM
SATURDAY • MARCH 17TH

9AM-6PM
SUNDAY • MARCH 18TH

11AM-5PM

3 DAYS ONLY!

*

**
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Advertising Sales Opportunities
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper targeting the Caribbean-American 

market for more than 20 years, is looking for Advertising Salespeople to sell 

Newspaper, Magazine and Online advertising.

The position involves selling new business through face-to-face sales calls in your 

territory,  working closely with existing customers and prospects to achieve and 

exceed their expectations, and developing and maintaining a client base.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER IN SALES?

Requirements & Qualifications 
■   Previous sales experience preferred 

■  Good verbal and communication skills

■ Strong Computer skills 

■  Ability to work in a close team environment 

■  Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, expenses 
& paid vacation

Please send your resume and cover letter 
when applying for this position to: 

jstern@cnglocal.com
or call Ms. Stern 718-260-8302

CNG is an EOE.

4

*CALL FOR DETAILS. CASH FOR CARS, MOTORCYCLES & BOATS IS A DIVISION OF GIUFFRE AUTO GROUP, BROOKLYN, NY. 
NYCDMV#1385342, NYCDCA#7112016.

CALL 
NOW: 917-733-3629

Why Sell It Yourself and Deal With 
Crazies Coming To Your home?

Instant Cash $$$$
Higest Payout$

No Obligation$

We do all the
 paperwork

$

No Hidden Costs 
or Fees

$

We Buy Out Your 
Existing Lease*

$

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400

Go to 
www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 

for the latest in 
Caribbean news, 
entertainment, 

sports, business, 
viewpoints, and more.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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