
By Bert Wilkinson
GEORGETOWN, Guyana 

-- Rape allegations brought 
by a 34-year-old married 
woman five months ago have 
finally forced Police Chief 
Henry Greene from office, 
with authorities announc-
ing his widely expected 
resignation at the weekend 
saying he will leave office 
immediately.

Greene, 58 this month, 
had been on administrative 
leave since late last year 
after the woman who had 
asked the top cop for help in 
recovering a stolen mobile 
phone, alleged he had pres-
sured her into having sex at 
a city hotel owned by a close 
buddy.  It lead to an official 
probe into the incident and 
calls for his departure from 
political parties, women and 
other civil society groups. 

A terse announcement 
from the office of President 
Donald Ramotar stated 
that Greene, an attorney, 
had “offered to retire as the 
commissioner of police of 
Guyana” and that Ramotar 
has accepted his offer with 
immediate effect.”

Greene narrowly escaped 
being formally charged 
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                CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
                PRINT & ONLINE SALES

Location: Downtown Brooklyn (MetroTech Ctr.)

We are seeking motivated classifi ed advertising sales
representatives for our group of 40+ weekly and monthly

newspapers, annual magazines and specialty publications.
News Corporation’s Community Newspaper Group (CNG)

is dedicated to providing advertising services to local
community and regional businesses. The position involves

selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve
and exceed customers’ expectations, maintaining and
developing a client base and seeking new business

opportunities via telephone.

Requirements:
• Clear speaking voice
• Computer literate
• Ability to work unsupervised and in a close team environment
• Previous sales experience highly regarded

Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, Medical

Please send your resume and cover letter to 
Email: atarley@cnglocal.com
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HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

➤SALES
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Why pay more 
for

Your gas bill?
When working for us,

you can get your
Con Ed or Nat’l Grid

Bill lowered!
Consultants 

Needed Now!
P/T or F/T 

Free training available
Call Dennis 

646-327-0601
Go to our Websites:
www.denys.energy526.com 
www.denys.joinambit.com

Real Estate Sales 
Immed. Hire. 

No experience Neces-
sary. Great Training. 

Good 
commission split. 
For more info call 

Patricia R.E. 
347-385-8597

➤ EMPLOYMENT Career Training
Education 260

Medical Office Assistant - EKG Tech - Phlebotomy - Medical Lab Tech - Medical Records Clerk - 
Medical Transcriber Medical Claims Clerk - Medical Claims Analyst - Medical Records Supervisor 

- Medical Office Administrator - Medical Lab Supervisor - Medical Office Manager - 
Medical Insurance Processor - Medical Secretary - Medical Billing - Medical Coding and More

Don’t Settle For Less, Reward Yourself With One Of These Growing Medical Careers!

TAKE ACTION TODAY FOR SUCCESS TOMORROW

FRANKLIN CAREER INSTITUTE
The Key to Your Success

DON’T WAIT TO BE LAID-OFF OR DOWNSIZED
BEFORE YOU START TO UPSIZE YOUR CAREER

In Today’s Economic Climate, Upsizing Your Career Should Be A
Primary Concern. Through Our Complimentary Career Assessment

We Can Show You How Easy It Is To Upsize Your Career To One Of The
Exciting and Good Paying Medical Careers Listed Below:

The Allied Medical Industry Is Growing
By Leaps and Bounds!

SPECIAL
READER
BONUS $FreeFree

couponscoupons
to saveto save
you cashyou cash

The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
Continued on page 4

By Nelson A. King
The Group of Twenty (G-20) 

advanced and emerging market 
economies, along with the broader 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
membership, agreed on Apr. 20 to 
boost the IMF’s lending capacity by 
more than US$430 billion to the 
Caribbean and other developing coun-
tries. 

After a meeting during the IMF-
World Bank Spring Summit in 
Washington, the G-20 and the IMF’s 
policy-setting International Monetary 

and Financial Committee (IMFC) 
said there are “firm commitments to 
increase resources available to the IMF 
by more than $430 billion.”

The statement said these resources 
will be available for the entire mem-
bership of the IMF. 

“This effort, together with the 
national and regional structural, fis-
cal, and monetary actions that have 
been put in place in the past months, 
shows the commitment of the interna-
tional community to safeguard global 

Continued on page 4

MONEY MONEY 
IN THE IN THE 
BANKBANK

Carib eyes boost from G20, IMF funds 

The long 
arm of 
the law

President Obama signs the JOBS Act, making it easier for 
small businesses to thrive. See page 3. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

Rudisha’s
U.S. debut

Page 40

Jumpstarting New Business
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Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

By Azad Ali
The United States has agreed to con-

sider granting unilateral trade bene-
fits for Caribbean Basin countries and 
dependent territories that currently do 
not receive those benefits.

This was one of the key results outlined 
in a joint statement by the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) and the U.S. 
following the conclusion of the recent 
meeting of the Trade and Investment 
Council (TIC) in Georgetown, Guyana.

Over the last three years, bilateral 
trade between the U.S. has grown from 
US$15.7 to US$21.8 billion, an increase 
of 39 percent.

Since l983, the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) has granted unilateral 
duty-free treatment for imports of cer-
tain eligible articles from CBI benefici-
ary countries. The participants discussed 
the operation of the CBI and how to bet-
ter take advantage of the opportunities 
available under the initiative.

Currently, 17 countries and depend-
ent territories receive benefits under 
the CBI Recovery Act (CBERA). Seven 
of those countries and dependent ter-
ritories receive benefits under the 
Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act 
(CBTA).

The meeting also discussed replac-
ing the l991 Agreement Establishing 
a Trade and Investment Council with 
a 21st century trade and investment 
framework agreement and it was agreed 
to aim to complete negotiations as soon 
as possible.

It was also agreed that the U.S. would 
host the next meeting of the Trade and 
Investment Council in 2013.

Barbados

Prime Minister 
Fruendel Stuart is expect-
ed to discuss the state of 
the Barbados economy 
when he meets with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank in Washington later 
this month.

The Stuart administra-
tion is grappling with a 
growing fiscal deficit, sig-
nificant unemployment 
and foreign and domestic 
debt, all of which could 
result in the downgrading 
of the country’s invest-
ment grade rating to 
junk bond status by rat-
ing agencies Standard & 
Poor’s and Moody’s.

Stuart will also address 
the Permanent Council 
of the Organization 
of American States, 
the International 
Conservation Caucus 
Foundation, and will 
open a symposium 
of the Caribbean Sea 
Commission.

Cayman Islands
 
Cayman Islands 

Premier McKeeva Bush 
said that negotiations 
with China Harbor 
Engineering Company 
on the construction of 
cruise berthing facilities 
for Grand Cayman would 
have to be extended for a 
few more months.

Bush said the govern-
ment was looking into 
the terms of the “defini-
tive agreement” with the 
Chinese-owned develop-
er, which has proposed 
to build cruise berthing 
facilities in George Town 
as well as constructing 
cruise facilities in West 
Bay and making improve-
ments to the Spotts dock 
area. The proposal also 

Continued on page 18

By Nelson A. King
The influential Washington-

based Human Rights Watch 
on April 17 urged Suriname to 
immediately revoke the amnesty 
law approved on April 5 by the 
National Assembly and “pros-
ecute people accused of commit-
ting grave human rights viola-
tions.” 

It became the second rights 
group to call for the repeal of 
the Suriname  ruling, echo-
ing a similar call last month 
by the London-based Amnesty 
International. 

The National Assembly of 
Suriname amended an existing 
amnesty law to extend its cover-
age to offenses “in the context of 
the defense of the state” between 
April 1, 1980, and Aug. 19, 1992, 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights said. 

Among those who will gain 
immunity are President Desi 
Bouterse and 24 others who were 
on trial for the alleged abduction 
and murder of 15 prominent 
political opponents, including 
journalists, lawyers, and a trade 
union leader, in December 1982, 
the U.N. said. 

The law also covers the killing 
of 19 soldiers by rebels during 
the 1986-92 civil, Bouterse said. 

“These international crimes 
are too serious to be amnestied 
and forgotten,” said José Miguel 
Vivanco, Americas director at 
Human Rights Watch. 

“Bouterse’s self-amnes-
ty blocks justice for gross 
human rights violations, which 
Suriname has the obligation to 

investigate and prosecute,” he 
added. 

According to reports, Bouterse 
accepted “political responsibil-
ity” for the December 1982 kill-
ings but said that he was not 
present when they occurred. 

But Human Rights Watch 
said witnesses have allegedly dis-
puted those claims during the 
trial, which began in 2007, but 
had been repeatedly stalled. 

Reported also indicated that 
the governing coalition in the 
National Assembly included lan-
guage in the law to establish a 
truth commission to investigate 
the December 1982 killings, and 
excluded from the amnesty the 
massacre of at least 39 ethnic 
Maroons by soldiers during the 
country’s civil war. 

The Office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
have expressed deep concern 
regarding Suriname’s amnesty 
legislation, saying that it violates 

the State’s obligations to investi-
gate and prosecute human rights 
abuses, and to ensure that abuse 
victims have access to justice, 
truth, and reparations.

Last month, Amnesty 
International urged Suriname’s 
parliament to reject a proposed 
amnesty law that would allow 
the country’s president to escape 
investigation for past gross 
human rights violations. 

“The long-delayed trial of 
President Dési Bouterse, who 
is accused of abducting and 
killing opponents in December 
1982 while he was military 
leader, could be scrapped if the 
amnesty law is passed,” Amnesty 
International warned. 

Bouterse, who was elected 
president in 2010, is accused of 
human rights violations com-
mitted during his two previous 
stints in power, between 1980 
and 1991. 

“This is a flagrant attempt 
by President Bouterse to evade 
investigation for human rights 
abuses committed during his 
rule and deny justice to his vic-
tims and their families,” said 
Javier Zuñiga, special advisor at 
Amnesty International. 

Navi Pillay, the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, said she was 
“disturbed” by the recent deci-
sion by Suriname to pass an 
amendment to an existing law 
that grants immunity for human 
rights violations committed dur-
ing the 12-year period in which 
the country was, for the most 

U.S. considers 
more regional 
trade benefits

Against Suriname Amnesty Law

Suriname’s President Desi 
Bouterse. AP Photo/Edward Troon

By Nelson A. King
Regional health leaders 

and government officials were 
expected to gather in Antigua 
Thursday, April 26, for the offi-
cial ground-breaking ceremony 
for the Eastern Caribbean’s first 
cancer center.

An Antigua and Barbuda gov-
ernment statement said the cent-
er, brainchild of Prime Minister 
Baldwin Spencer, is a joint 
venture between Global Health 
Partners, Ltd., the governments 
of the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) and the 
MEI Healthcare Corporation. 

In 2009, during a regional sym-
posium on services in Antigua, 
Spencer expressed the desire for 
a state-of-art cancer centre to 
serve the islands of the OECS, 
with high quality medical, radia-
tion and surgical oncology serv-
ices, markedly discounted for 

government-supported patients.
The center will enhance cancer 

services at government hospitals 
in the region by hosting regu-
lar oncology clinics, developing 

cost-effective and safe chemo-
therapy services, providing over-
sight and expertise in the various 
islands, thereby providing major 
cost-saving advantages for part-

ner governments, Spencer said.
He said the government of 

Antigua and Barbuda will play 
a “regulatory role in the con-

State-of-Art cancer center for Eastern Caribbean

Artist rendering of The Cancer Center for the OECS.  Photo courtesy: Government of Antigua

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8
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The New York State 
Assembly last week intro-
duced a package of bills 
inended to further expand 
tenant protections that 
would ensure everyone 
has access to decent and 
affordable housing.

Building on last year’s 
success in strengthening 
the state’s rent laws for 
the first time in nearly two 
decades, State Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and 
Assistant Speaker Rhoda 
Jacobs    (D-Flatbush) 
also called on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and the 
state Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal 
(DHCR) to swiftly enact 
rules and regulations as 
required by last year’s 
rent agreement to pro-
vide tenants with vital 
protections.

“While we have made 
progress, the facts are 
that we still are faced 
with an affordable hous-
ing crisis in New York,” 
said Jacobs. “The pack-
age we are announcing 

will help ensure that New 
Yorkers have a strong 
supply of rent-regulated 
housing in the future 
and that tenants are pro-
tected.”

The bills in the pack-
age will help ensure the 
economic security of 
more than one million 
households and the sta-
bility of neighborhoods 
throughout New York. 
They include:

~ A.1364-A  - 
Preferential Rent             

Disallows the practice 
of increasing preferen-
tial rent to the legally 
allowed rate when the 
lease is renewed; it would 
allow such increases only 
upon vacancy. The rent 
may not be increased, 
however, if the vacancy 
is caused by the land-
lord’s failure to maintain 
a habitable residence. 
Some landlords attract 
tenants with a low pref-
erential rent and then 
increase the price beyond 
the tenant’s means, forc-
ing them out and allow-

ing the landlord to push 
units out of rent regula-
tion.

~ A.1892-A - Rent 
Control Increases from 
MBR system to RGB

Requires DHCR to 
use the same formu-
la in determining rent 
increases for rent-con-
trolled apartments that 
the Rent Guidelines 
Board uses to determine 
rent increases for rent-
stabilized apartments. 
Many rent controlled 
tenants face a regular 
7.5 percent increase to 

their rent every year. An 
increase of this amount 
is consistently higher 
than those experienced 
by rent stabilized tenants 
and tenants in market 
rate units.

~ A.2459-A -Major 
Capital Improvements

Requires rent sur-
charges authorized for 
major capital improve-
ments to cease when 
the cost of the improve-
ment has been recovered. 
Current law grants land-
lords permanent rent 
increases for making 
major capital improve-
ments to their buildings 
that are necessary to 
keep them habitable.

~ A.2593-A - Vacancy 
Rent Increase

Reduces the amount 
of rent increase after a 
vacancy from 20 percent 
to 10 percent of the rent. 
High vacancy increases 
encourage landlords to 
strive for higher turno-
ver in their rental units.

~ A.2750-A -Protecting 
Former Mitchell Lama

Albany touts housing plan

Assemb. Rhoda Jacobs.
 NYS Assembly

By Joyce M. Rosenberg, 
AP Business Writer

Finding investors is 
probably the biggest chal-
lenge that business startups 
and small companies face. 
But small businesses are 
looking forward to a new 
way of attracting investors 
now that President Barack 
Obama has signed a law 
known as the JOBS Act.

The law, Jumpstart Our 
Business Startups, eases 
the requirements that 
small companies must 
meet to raise money. One 
of the most intriguing 
parts of the law for many 
businesses is crowdfund-
ing. The new rules make 
it legal for companies to 
solicit money from mil-
lions of investors without 
having to go through the 
lengthy process of filing 
registration documents 
with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 
The law dramatically 
streamlines the paperwork 
that companies must com-
plete. Obama signed the 
bill into law last week.

“It will make it easier for 

small businesses to attract 
investors, to gain access 
to capital, to become the 
next big thing,” said Tom 
Quaadman, a vice presi-
dent of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce.

Small businesses prob-
ably won’t be able to start 
seeking investors until at 
least the end of this year, said 
David Scileppi, an attorney 
with the Gunster Law Firm 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
which specializes in busi-
ness law. That’s because 
the SEC must put together 
rules to govern how crowd-
funding will work within 
nine months of its becom-
ing law.

What Is 
Crowdfunding?

Crowdfunding is a meth-
od of raising money from a 
large number of people and 
it’s generally done online. 
Charities have been using 
it for years — the Internet 
and social networking sites 
such as Facebook have 
made it possible for them 
to reach millions of donors. 

Companies in India have 
also used crowdfunding to 
raise money.

Using crowdfunding to 
find investors has been 
illegal in the U.S. because 
of laws that were designed 
to protect the public from 
scams or bad investments.

There are crowdfund-
ing websites in the U.S., 
but they tend to be fun-
draisers for individual 
products or inventions or 
projects like plays and art 
exhibits. And people who 
give money toward these 
projects aren’t investors. 
As one site, Peerbackers.
com, puts it, “the money 
contributed is not a loan 
or investment — they are 
goodwill contributions.” 
Typically, people who give 
money get something in 
return such as T-shirts or 
samples of the products 
that a budding company is 
trying to sell.

Profounder, a web-
site that did aim to bring 
together entrepreneurs 
and investors, shut down 
earlier this year before the 
JOBS Act was passed. It 

cited “the current regula-
tory environment.”

Crowdfunding Under 
The Jobs Act

The JOBS Act allows 
companies to raise up to 
$1 million a year from 
individual investors. It 
aims to protect investors 
by limiting how much they 
can kick in. For example, 
people who have an annu-
al income or net worth 
under $100,000 can invest 
no more than $2,000 in 
a company that’s using 
crowdfunding.

Under the law, inves-
tors and companies will 
be brought together by a 
middleman, either a bro-
ker or an Internet website. 
The brokers and websites 
will have to register with 
the SEC. Companies seek-
ing funding will need to 
provide financial records, 
business plans and other 
information that will help 
potential investors decide 
whether they want to take 
chance on a particular 
company.

Jumpstarting small businesses

By Joyce M. Rosenberg
NEW YORK (AP) — 

Don’t be misled by reports 
that inflation is tame. For 
small business owners, 
it’s a threat to profits and 
expansion plans.

An 8 percent increase in 
the cost of eggs over the 
past year is eating away 
at restaurants and baker-
ies. Cotton’s 14 percent 
increase is hurting cloth-
ing manufacturers and 
retailers. And any busi-
ness that sends somebody 
on a sales trip is bearing 
the brunt of an 8 percent 
increase in jet fuel or 7 
percent rise in gasoline.

If this were a “normal” 
economy, companies could 
pass along the cost of doing 
business to customers. But 
these days, customers are 
demanding to pay less, not 
more. As a result, small 
businesses are often left 
with no options.

“You have to absorb a 
lot,” says Celeste Hilling, 
whose skin-care company 
has seen travel costs rise 
30 percent in the past year 
after a 20 percent gain the 
year before. Rising fares, 
baggage fees and hotel 
bills are to blame.

Many companies have to 
adjust the way they oper-
ate. Hilling’s Carlsbad, 
Calif.-based Skin Authority 
is doing more training 
through online seminars 
rather than in person.

The kind of numbers 
that Hilling deals with 
may surprise anyone who 
believes that the govern-
ment’s Consumer Price 
Index tells the story of 
inflation. In the 12 months 
that ended in March, the 
CPI rose 2.7 percent. 
Subtract food and gas as 
some economists do, and 
what’s left is called “core” 
inflation. It rose 2.3 per-
cent. That’s close to the 
target of 2 percent set by 
the Federal Reserve, which 
sets monetary policy so 
inflation doesn’t get out 
of hand.

But prices that busi-
nesses pay for energy, 
raw materials, supplies 
and services have gone up 

much more sharply. And 
they’re expected to keep 
rising because demand for 
many goods and services 
is soaring in countries like 
China and India. That off-
sets slower demand in the 
U.S. and Europe and sends 
prices higher worldwide.

Raymond Keating, 
chief economist with 
the Small Business & 
Entrepreneurship Council, 
an advocacy group, expects 
inflation to keep rising 
as the economy improves 
and the Fed eventually lets 
short-term interest rates 
rise from their current 
levels near zero. He says 
of small business owners, 
“a lot of people are wor-
ried about how high it 
(inflation) will go in the 
future.”

Martin Regalia, chief 
economist with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, 
says that while overall 
inflation “is not a real 
problem,” the components 
of inflation that matter the 
most to small businesses 
— such as energy — are 
troubling.

The impact of rising 
energy prices may not 
always be obvious. Regalia 
noted that airlines’ bag-
gage fees, typically $25 
per bag per flight, are the 
result of rising fuel prices. 
And energy costs factor 
into the prices of all goods 
and services.

Chad Moutray, chief 
economist with the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers, says small 
businesses are at a dis-
advantage because they 
can’t buy in bulk like larg-
er companies can. That 
means a small cosmetics 
manufacturer can’t nego-
tiate the lower prices that 
a company like Revlon 
can. And, he said, “they’re 
less likely to pass along 
their higher prices to cus-
tomers.”

Lorne Campbell, presi-
dent of Occasionally Cake, 
two upscale bakeshops out-
side of Washington, D.C., 
has refrained from raising 
prices since his company 
was launched in 2009.

Inflation poses 
big problems for 
small businesses
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with rape after Chief 
Justice Ian Chang in 
a landmark ruling, 
stated last month that 
the state prosecutor’s 
office was wrong to 
recommend charges 
but called his conduct 
“immoral.”  That rul-
ing has widely been 
criticized by local 
and regional jurists, 
women, lawyers and 
other groups.

The alleged victim’s 
lawyer has said that he 
is contemplating pri-
vate criminal charges 
against Greene and 
wants the umbrel-
la, Trinidad-based 
Caribbean Court of 
Justice (CCJ) to pro-
nounce on the mat-
ter, as his critics pile 
on even more pres-
sure on the embat-
tled former chief, 
at a time of “great 
personal stress” close 
associates say.

Greene’s departure 
brings to an end a 
colorful 30-plus year 
career for Greene who 

over the years had 
been granted acceler-
ated promotion after 
long being tapped 
as a possible top cop 
from his early days 
as an enlisted beat-
duty officer. He has 
offered no comment 
and has largely stayed 
out of the limelight 
while politicians and 
women’s groups were 
calling for his head.

His resignation 
-- or retirement, as 
the official announce-
ment stated, came 
hours after his 
83-year-old mother 
died in the U.S. It 
is unclear whether 
Greene will be allowed 
to travel to the U.S. or 
whether his mother’s 
remains will return 
to her native Guyana, 
because the U.S. had 
revoked his travel visa 
on the same day he 
became police com-
missioner in July 
2006, for alleged 
links to the narco 
trade; charges he has 
denied.

Continued from cover

financial stability and put the 
global economic recovery on 
a sounder footing,” the state-
ment said.

IMF Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde said the 
G-20 pledges signal “the strong 
resolve of the international 
community to secure global 
financial stability and put the 
world economic recovery on a 
sounder footing.

“These resources are being 
made available for crisis pre-
vention and resolution and to 
meet the potential financing 
needs of all IMF members,” she 
said. “They will be drawn only if 
they are needed; and, if drawn, 
will be refunded with interest.”

IMFC Chairman Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam told report-
ers that the agreement to 
build a “firewall” to contain 
further crises by boosting the 
IMF’s resources arose from a 
broad consensus that spanned 
European and non-European 
countries, and advanced and 
emerging economies.

“We all agreed that it was 
absolutely essential to have 
the firewall built up at this 
time. It’s not a day too early 
to be building up the fire-

wall,” he said. 
“But we also felt that the 

real solution to the crisis does 
not have to do with firewalls,” 
he added. “The firewall is a 
necessary but far from suffi-
cient condition to resolving 
this crisis. 

“The real solution has to do 
with the fiscal and structural 
reforms that address the real 
causes of this crisis, particularly 
in Europe, but also elsewhere,” 
continued Shanmugaratnam, 
stating that “having the fire-
wall in place gives us the con-
fidence to go about these real 
solutions.” 

Mexican Finance Minister 
Jose Antonio Meade noted that 
the bulk of the G-20 mem-
bers had chosen to contribute 
to the group’s commitment 
to augment the IMF’s lending 
resources.

He said this showed that 
“the whole of the community is 
very comfortable with the way 
we have moved forward.” 

Lagarde told reporters that 
formal and specific pledges 
from IMF member-countries to 
boost IMF resources amounted 
to more than US$360 billion. 

She said the balance, taking 
the total to more than US$430 

billion, comprised commit-
ments that still had to be rati-
fied by pledging countries.

The IMF chief said the G-20 
commitment shows the resolve 
of the international commu-
nity to have available the tools 
to defend against crisis. 

“We shall make use of it 
wisely, in accordance with the 
rules, with due regard to mak-
ing sure that the creditors’ 
interests are well protected, 
with the appropriate risk miti-
gation strategy in place,” she 
said. 

The joint G-20–IMFC state-
ment said the agreement to 
boost the IMF’s resources 
“shows the commitment of 
the international community 
to safeguard global financial 
stability and put the global eco-
nomic recovery on a sounder 
footing.”

“This broad-based response 
to our request for additional 
resources will help strengthen 
global economic and financial 
stability in the interests of all 
our members,” Lagarde said.

She said the Washington-
based financial institution has 
been advocating the need to 
build a stronger global fire-
wall of additional resources to 

contain any further financial 
crises. 

On Apr. 19, Lagarde said the 
global economy has entered a 
“timid” recovery and still faces 
high risks, adding that the 
IMF needs to participate in the 
international recovery effort by 
building additional firepower 
to promote global economic 
stability. 

Since the start of the glo-
bal economic crisis in 2007, 
the IMF said it has commit-
ted more than US$300 billion 
in loans to its member coun-
tries, many of whom are in the 
Caribbean. 

The IMF said it has also 
reformed its policies toward 
low-income countries and 
quadrupled its concessional 
lending.

Continued from cover

Boost in G20, IMF lending Henry Greene

IMF Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde.
 AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

PAERDEGAT Infant & Toddler Center

Developmental and Interactive 
Activities

Curriculum Based Program     
Including Baby, Toddler Gym

All Staff Fully Trained in CPR/First Aid

Licensed by NYC Dept. of Health

Transition to School Program 
for Toddlers

Parking Available for Easy 
Drop Off and Pick Up

CALL NOW...
Enrollment is 

Limited!

Paerdegat Infant & Toddler Center

718-531-1111

A.C.D, HRA, 1199 - Union Vouchers Accepted

$100 OFF



Page 5 • Caribbean Life • Brooklyn/Staten Island • Apr. 27-M
ay 3, 2012

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 

 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
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25 years of bankruptcy law experience
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$1,400
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Leonie Forbes, Jamaica’s 

first lady of stage and screen 
is the spotlight and main 
attraction of a one-day film 
festival slated to be held on 
May 5 at Brooklyn’s Medgar 
Evers College.

Caribbean Classics, a 
daylong presentation will 
feature performances in 
which the thespian has 
either starred or featured 
on television or in full-
length feature films.

Scheduled to begin at 
2:00 p.m. four films will 
highlight the presentation 
with a conversation -- per-
haps explaining each -- by 
the actress. 

Forbes has garnered an 
impressive list of inter-
national theatre, televi-
sion and film credits in 
Australia, Britain, Canada, 
Germany, India and the 
United States.

She has consistently 
enthralled audiences in 
her native Jamaica and 
throughout the Caribbean. 

Her film and television 
credits include “A Winter 
Tale,” “Shattered Image,” 
“Milk and Honey,” “The 
Orchid House,” “Passion and 
Paradise,” “Club Paradise,” 
“Children of Babylon,” 
“Going to Extremes,” “Lord 
Have Mercy” and “Small 
Island.”

Trained at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in London, her accolades 
include a Gemini Award 
nomination in Canada, a 
life time achievement medal 
from El Centro Mexicano 

de Teatro, the Institute of 
Jamaica Gold Musgrave 
Medal and the Order 
of Distinction (Officer) 
from the Government of 
Jamaica.
 Schedule

This is a schedule of the 
day’s presentation:

2:00 – “What My Mother 
Told Me” – directed by 
Frances Ann Solomon 
(Trinidad & Tobago). 

A journey towards self-
discovery forces a young 
woman to meet her moth-
er, whom she thought had 
abandoned her as a child.  

3:00 – “Children of 
Babylon” – directed by 
Lennie Little-White 
(Jamaica). 

Love, lust, race, and 
class collide on a hedonistic 
pleasure dome as life on an 
old plantation is confronted 
by a changing society. The 
film features reggae singer 
Bob Andy 

5:15 – “Guttaperc” 
– directed by Andrew 
Millington (Barbados). 

A storied past and the 
yearning for development 
creates conflicts for the fea-
ture of a village and family. 

7:00 – Tellin’ We Own 

Story – In Conversation 
with Leonie Forbes

8:45 – “A Winter Tale” – 
directed by Frances-Anne 
Solomon.

Families struggle to 
reconcile their immigrant 
dreams after a bullet meant 
for a drug dealer kills a 
ten-year-old boy.  The film 
features funnyman Dennis 
“Spragalang” Hall.

A project of the Brooklyn- 
based Caribbean Cultural 
Theatre, the Caribbean 
Classics Stage & Screen 
Series highlights the work 
of some of the region’s 
most illustrious pioneer-
ing practitioners of stage 
and screen and celebrates 
their role as social com-
mentators, their struggles 
with cultural identity and 
in fashioning a Caribbean 
voice. 

The series previously fea-
tured the work of Jamaican 
dramatist and filmmaker 
Trevor Rhone. His classic 
contribution to films were 
visually amplified by screen-
ings of “The Harder They 
Come,” “‘Smile Orange,” 
and “One Love” 

Guyanese novelist E. 
R. Braithwaite’s “To Sir 
With Love,” and Jamaican 
novelist and screenwriter, 
Anthony Winkler’s “The 
Annihilation of Fish” and 
“The Lunatic” also com-
plimented the annual film 
series.

For additional informa-
tion: 718-783-8345 / 718-
270-6218 / 917-202-0696 or 
via info@caribbeantheatre.
org 

Film Fest spotlights 
Jamaican thespian

Leonie Forbes.
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By Nelson A. King
A letter to a United 

States federal judge in 
Miami by the former broth-
er-in-law of imprisoned 
Haitian cocaine kingpin 
Jacques Ketant, claiming 
that Ketant had ordered 
the “assassination”of his 
mother, has stalled the U.S. 
government’s request to 
cut Ketant’s 27-year prison 
sentence by half.

Rene Joseph alleged that 
Ketant, 49, was behind the 
February 1997 killing by 
a masked gunman of his 
mother, Claudie Adams, 
48, as she chatted on a 
cellular phone, leaving her 
dead in the parking lot of 
a busy West Kendall shop-
ping center in Miami. 

Joseph claimed that 
the masked assassin had 
jumped out of a black 
Toyota and shot her moth-
er twice. 

U.S. prosecutors said 
Ketant has helped them con-
vict a dozen fellow traffick-
ers, senior police officers and 
a politician from Haiti.  

Miami-Dade police, the 
FBI and the US Attorney’s 

Office declined to discuss 
the murder of Adam, 48, 
who had owned a Little Haiti 
travel agency in Miami.

But a U.S. federal pros-
ecutor has asked U.S. 
District Judge Federico 
Moreno, who put Ketant’s 
planned sentence reduc-
tion on hold in February 
after receiving Joseph’s let-
ter, to meet privately to 
talk about the case. 

“This information con-
cerns an open and ongoing 
investigation and would 
potentially address what 
evidence, if any, the inves-
tigation has uncovered 
with respect to the defend-
ant [Ketant] and other 
individuals linked to the 
homicide,” Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Lynn Kirkpatrick 
wrote in a court filing. 

The judge granted her 
request for the private 
meeting in his cham-
bers, leaving out Ketant’s 
lawyers, who challenged 
Moreno’s decision. 

But, in court filings, 
defense attorneys Ruben 
Oliva and Paul Petruzzi 
have called the allegation 

against Ketant “false and 
absurd”, saying their cli-
ent’s due-process rights 
would be violated if they 
don’t have “full access” to 
any information shared 
with Judge Moreno. 

Moreno is yet responded 
to their filing.

“In short, and with-
out any evidence or fac-

tual basis whatsoever, 
Mr. Joseph accuses the 
defendant of ‘assassinat-
ing’ [Ketant’s] ex-moth-
er-in-law,” the defense 
attorneys wrote, noting 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration investigat-
ed the murder following 
Ketant’s arrest in 2003.

The defense attorneys 

also said they recognized 
the judge’s “obvious need” 
to review the status of the 
murder case, “to move 
beyond the equally unsup-
ported speculation and 
rumor that continues to 
dog” their client. 

They have, however, 
agreed to the prosecu-
tion’s request to let Miami 

police detectives and the 
FBI question Ketant about 
Adam’s murder, according 
court filings. 

Ketant was married to 
Adam’s daughter, Sybil, at 
the time of the mother’s 
killing 15 years ago. 

U.S. federal prosecutors 
are seeking Ketant’s sen-
tence reduction because 
of his cooperation in the 
conviction of several fellow 
traffickers, senior police 
officers and a politician 
from Haiti. Ketant’s release 
date from an Arkansas fed-
eral prison is in 2026. 

Judge Moreno has 
delayed his decision on 
reducing Ketant’s sen-
tence, insisting that he 
wants more details about 
Claudie Adam’s murder. 

In addition, the judge 
said he wants current 
information about the U.S. 
government’s attempt to 
recover US$15 million in 
drug profits and other assets 
identified when Ketant was 
convicted in 2003 of smug-
gling 30 tons of cocaine 
into South Florida and New 
York.

Unsolved murder clouds kingpin’s sentence reduction

The mansion of convicted drug kingpin Haitian Jacques Beaudoin Ketant looks 
out over a neighborhood in Petion-ville, Haiti. AP Photo/Daniel Morel

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
585 Schenectady Avenue 

Brookyln, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-363-6983

Now accepting new patients
Office Hours: Mon-Sat 8am to 7pm | www.oseikwakyeobgyn.com

Compassionate, Personalized and Specialized Women’s Health Care

Dr. Kwakye-Berko Dr. Solomon Osei
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SPRING STOCK-UP SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 4/25-4/30/12.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

SPRING 
STOCK-UP SALE
TAKE AN EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF† 
WHEN YOU USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS
†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS. 

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF!
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. USE PROMO CODE: SPRING  FOR EXTRA SAVINGS; 
OFFER VALID 4/25-4/30/2012. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS.

EXTRA 15% OFF

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL! 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE 
WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES;
MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS; SELECT HOME 
ITEMS AND ELECTRICS & ELECTRONICS

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER 
& KIDS, PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, men’s store electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed 
depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with 
any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new 
Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRIC ES.

VALID 4/25-4/30/2012

OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

SHOP LIKE A STAR!
Win* a $1000 Macy’s
shopping spree. 
Details at macys.com/fashionstar
*No purchase necessary.
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part, under military rule. 
“The High Commissioner 

believes this amendment 
to the law will deny most 
families of victims their 
rights to justice, truth and 
reparation,” said Pillay’s 
spokesperson, Rupert 
Colville, told reporters 
here. 

The new law extends 
the brief period covered by 
an earlier amnesty law to 
include any offences that 
took place between  April 1, 
1980 and Aug. 19, 1992 “in 
the context of the defense 
of the State,” preventing 

any future investigations 
on gross human rights vio-
lations committed between 
those dates.  

According to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR), 
one case which involves 
Bouterse may be affected, 
and could potentially be 
halted altogether. 

“The High Commissioner 
sincerely hopes that steps 
are taken to reverse this 
legislation as soon as possi-
ble, since it clearly conflicts 
with Suriname’s interna-
tional obligations and very 
much runs against the pos-

itive trend in many other 
Latin American countries 
of prosecuting and, in many 
cases convicting, individu-
als responsible for serious 
crimes that took place dur-
ing military dictatorships,” 
Colville said.

According to internation-
al law, amnesties are not 
permissible if they prevent 
the prosecution of indi-
viduals who may be crimi-
nally responsible for inter-
national crimes, including 
war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, genocide and 
gross violations of human 
rights. 

struction and manage-
ment of the facility and 
also provide a safety net 
for the less fortunate who 
are required to utilize the 
services of the facility.” 

Dr. Conville Brown, 
director of The Cancer 
Centre Eastern Caribbean 
and a member of the man-
agement team of Global 
Health Partners, said  the 
model of “partnered care” 
with an element of gov-

ernment ownership, “may 
well be utilized in several 
other areas of medicine, 
and in other industries, 
such as agriculture and 
fisheries for moving the 
region forward.” 

The estimated EC$13.5 
million cancer center “will 
feature equipment simi-
lar to The Cancer Centre 
Bahamas, Varian’s Unique 
Linear Accelerator, and 
will be capable of inten-
sity-modulated radiation 

therapy and image-guided 
radiation therapy,” the 
statement said.

The board of directors of 
The Cancer Centre Eastern 
Caribbean is chaired by 
Sierra Leone-born Dr. 
Arthur Porter, professor 
of medicine and oncology. 
Former superintendent of 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Medical Benefits Scheme, 
Cothrille George, is depu-
ty chairman of the board, 
the statement said. 

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 2

Eastern Carib Cancer Center

Against amnesty for Bouterse
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By Nelson A. King 
A major United States 

think tank says that St. 
Lucia has the most eco-
nomic freedom in the 
Caribbean. 

In its 2012 Index of 
Economic Freedom, in 
partnership with the Wall 
Street Journal, the Heritage 
Foundation ranked St. 
Lucia 24th in the world, 
ahead of Barbados (37th).

The index looks at a 
series of factors, including 
the rule of law, limited gov-
ernment, regulatory effi-
ciency and open markets. 

“St. Lucia’s economic 
freedom score is 71.3, mak-
ing its economy the 24th 
freest in the 2012 Index,” 
the Heritage Foundation 
said. 

“Its score is 0.5 point 
better than last year, with 
improvements in monetary, 
investment and labor free-
dom offset by deterioration 
in the control of govern-
ment spending and busi-
ness freedom,” it added. 

The foundation said St. 
Lucia is ranked 2nd out of 
29 countries in the South 
and Central America/
Caribbean region, and its 
overall score is above the 
world average.

“The St. Lucian econo-
my has long benefited from 
a well-developed legal and 
commercial infrastructure 
and a tradition of entrepre-
neurial dynamism in the 
private sector,” it said.  

“The business environ-
ment is generally efficient 

and transparent, and the 
regulatory framework has 
become more streamlined,” 
it added. 

“The small financial sec-
tor has not suffered any 
serious impact from the 
global financial turmoil, 
but the recession has hurt 
the tourism sector,” it con-
tinued.  

The Heritage Foundation, 
however, said that St. 
Lucia’s open-market poli-
cies are not firmly insti-
tutionalized, adding that 
trade freedom is limited 
by tariff and non-tariff bar-
riers, and the investment 
regime lacks efficiency. 

“Greater access to financ-
ing opportunities remains 
critical to private-sector 
development,” it said.

St. Lucia tops region 
in economic freedom
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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By Phillip H. Smith
You would expect an organization cre-

ated for public benefit that is largely led 
by government officials would be obli-
gated to report to the public about its 
activities. Yet the Research Foundation of 
the State University of New York (SUNY) 
and its many campus foundations are not 
required to do so and apparently feel no 
such compulsion to share information 
with the public. Instead, these organi-
zations often cloak their activities in 
secrecy. 

As president of United University 
Professions – the union representing aca-
demic and professional faculty at SUNY’s 
state-operated campuses – I think it’s time 
to let the sun shine in. It’s time to require 
the SUNY Research Foundation and cam-
pus foundations to be held accountable 
and to be more transparent. 

For  years, these foundations have 
behaved much like shadow government 
agencies. They typically refuse to provide 
detailed answers about what they are 
doing regarding hiring and pay practices. 
For example, the Research Foundation 
handles nearly $1 billion in research 
grants annually from both government 
and private sources. The campus founda-
tions have become vehicles for the distri-
bution of millions of dollars in funds that 
should be directly targeted to improving 
the University’s academic mission.  

The SUNY Research Foundation says 
its mission is to “…support research 
and discovery at SUNY…and sharing of 
intellectual property for public benefit 
and economic growth.” But how do we 
know the foundation is properly fulfilling 
that noble-sounding mission? That’s a 
legitimate question, in the wake of critical 
news reports, investigations and remarks 

by some public officials questioning the 
spending practices and clandestine activi-
ties of the foundations. 

Then there was last year’s 90-page study 
commissioned by SUNY and conducted by 
a consultant for a Washington D.C. law 
firm about the relationship between SUNY 
and the Research Foundation last year. 
The study determined the foundation did 
not act solely as a service organization 
devoted to SUNY’s priorities. “Rather, it 
aspires to and increasingly does chart its 
own independent course, regardless of 
SUNY’s views,” the study found. 

I believe the time has come for the 
Legislature to intervene. A bill that would 
require greater accountability and trans-
parency for the SUNY Research Foundation 
has been introduced in both houses of 
the Legislature (S.5797/A.7789-E). The 
legislation would expand the definition 
of a state agency to include entities such 
as the Research Foundation and SUNY’s 
campus foundations that are affiliated 
with SUNY or its institutions. That des-
ignation would make them subject to the 
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL). 

Passage of this legislation would 
ensure that the Research Foundation – 
which administers more than $1 billion 
in research each year – is more open 
and transparent, thereby serving the best 
interests of the public as its mission 
defines.

SUNY has indicated that it, too, sup-
ports such a bill in principle. 

I encourage state lawmakers to approve 
this vital piece of legislation.

The writer is president of United 
University Professions, the union that 
represents 35,000 faculty and professional 
staff at SUNY’s state-operated campuses.    
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Op-Eds

By Doug Pibel
When I file my tax return and look 

at the amount of income tax I pay, I 
can’t help but think of those who don’t 
pay any taxes at all. Some of them—
even though they make money during 
the year—not only pay nothing but 
actually get money back. According 
to one estimate, they cost every single 
taxpayer $481 a year. And I, for one, am 
tired of carrying them.

If you agree, I’d like you to join 
me in working to get these deadbeats 
to pony up their fair share. I refer, of 
course, to General Electric, Boeing, 
Wells Fargo, and a whole list of other 
major corporations.

That’s right: According to a recent 
study by Citizens for Tax Justice (CTJ), 
in the three-year period from 2008 
through 2010, 30 Fortune 500 com-
panies made a profit each year and yet 
paid zero or less in taxes. Their average 
tax rate was negative 6.7 percent. They 
made billions and then, when tax time 
rolled around, U.S. taxpayers gave them 
billions more.

We gave the most money to GE. In 
the three years studied, GE showed a 
profit just shy of $10.5 billion. Its tax 
bill…well, you can’t really call it a 
bill…was negative $4.7 billion. That’s 
4.7 billion of the dollars we paid in 
taxes going into the pockets of GE. The 
corporation’s tax rate was negative 45.3 
percent.

In all, from 2008 through 2010, 78 
different companies paid zero or less 
in taxes in at least one of the three 
years studied. In a single banner year, 
Wells Fargo got almost $4 billion from 
us. Verizon’s two-year take was $1.3 
billion.

There’s been a lot of talk in the 
presidential primaries about cutting 
the supposedly crippling 35 percent 
corporate tax rate. President Barack 
Obama wants to take it down to 28 
percent. Mitt Romney aims for 25. Rick 
Santorum thinks 17.5 percent is the 
right number. They’ll pay for this tax 
cut, they say, by closing loopholes.

But since companies routinely pay 
so much less than the official rate, only 
Santorum’s proposal would actually 

represent a tax cut, on average, for the 
280 companies Citizens for Tax Justice 
looked at. True, they found 71 compa-
nies that paid more than 30 percent per 
year. But the average for all 280 was 
18.5 percent.

If you think that corporations are 
going to stand by quietly as their 
taxes are raised, you haven’t heard 
about Super PACs and lobbying. 
“Representation Without Taxation,” a 
report from U.S. PIRG and CTJ, lays out 
the facts about corporate spending to 
influence tax policy. The 30 companies 
that paid no taxes 2008 to 2010 spent 
half a billion dollars in the same period 
on lobbying. Of course, they lobby on 
any number of issues. But even if every 
penny of that half billion went for tax 
lobbying, they saw a return of 21 to 
1. There aren’t many investments out 
there that pay better than that.

And all of us make up for it. In 1955, 
corporate taxes made up 27.3 percent 
of federal revenue while individuals 
paid in 58 percent. By 2010, the corpo-
rate share had dropped by two-thirds, 
to 8.9 percent and the individual con-
tribution had increased by half, to 81.5 
percent.

There’s a lot of resentment over 
taxes. Most of it gets directed at poor 
people who, the story goes, are drag-
ging the rest of us down by refusing to 
pay their fair share.

But who, after all, are the real drags 
on society? People who don’t pay income 
tax because they’re barely scratching 
out a living? Or corporations that make 
billions in profits and then come to us 
with their hands out?

Last fall, the Occupy movement 
brought the idea of the wealth divide 
into public awareness. Politicians and 
pundits expressed puzzlement over 
this class warfare. You can help them 
understand the problem by letting 
them know that it’s time to end welfare 
as we know it: It’s time for corporations 
to pay their fair share.

Doug Pibel wrote about corporate 
taxation in the current issue of YES! 
Magazine where he is managing edi-
tor. 

End tax handouts for 
giant corporations  

Let the sun shine in 
on SUNY foundations
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By Les Slater
It doesn’t take long, does it, after some trumpeting of the 

virtues of democracy, for our attention to get drawn afresh 
to certain ills that have become integral to this allegedly 
best of all systems of government so far devised. In the news, 
just days after President Obama had offered Cuba’s not 
going democratic as rationale for its being ostracized from 
the Summit of the Americas, were details of the obscene 
amount of cash being earmarked by conservative sources to 
fund Republican campaigns in a full-court press to give the 
party majority control of the Senate. Unabashed buying of 
political influence; there’s your democracy in action. 

Campaign finance reform, as a concept, was in truth 
dead on arrival in Washington, despite the presumed good 
intentions of a few hardy souls who thought to be advocates 
for a high-road prerequisite for political office. The appetite 
in Washington was unequivocally not (and isn’t about to 
be) for placing clamps on how campaign coffers were to be 
filled. And when even the Supreme Court (or, rather, its 
conservative bloc) acquiesced in letting the deep pockets 
hold sway in funding campaigns, politics as a blood sport 
became at once that much greener as well.

So here’s this New York Times report, via Jeremy Peters, 
detailing the plans of conservative outfits to surpass the mas-
sive spending effort undertaken in 2010 to help facilitate the 
GOP’s regaining control of the House. To be sure, in 2010 
Democrats found themselves back on their heels, a result 
of that initial rush of Obama backlash whose public face 
was purported to be healthcare overhaul but whose racial 
overtones were hard to miss. It’s a bit of a different dynamic 
in 2012, with Republicans having now been a majority party 
in one of the chambers on the Hill and having some pretty 
bothersome stuff to defend. Stuff like a rigid determination 
not to work with the other side, or a cavalier attitude about 

bringing the people’s business to the brink of shutdown 
because of intransigence, or pointedly favoring big business 
interests over the hoi polloi whenever the twain collide.       

Those big business elements tend to be well represented 
in the groups reportedly committing more than $100 mil-
lion for television advertising for Republican candidates in 
targeted Senate races. The Chamber of Commerce is very 
front and center. Also in the mix, Crossroads GPS, master-
minded by Karl Rove, whose reputation precedes him, and 
Americans for Prosperity, bankrolled by the stridently right-
wing Koch brothers.

The state of the economy, as everyone knows, will likely 
be the overriding determining factor for the electorate in 
November, and not only the presidency but other races as 
well could turn on this issue. Should there be, by election 
time, a reasonably good feeling among Americans that their 
economic outlook isn’t as dire as it once appeared, it would 
be interesting watching whether the big-money push from 
the right enables them to dominate and neutralize the fair-
ness and justice cries of the now famous 99 percent. 

Ever since Obama’s election, clear, clinical analysis of 
behavior among the (white) voting public has made for 
a particular complexity. There’s no doubt that a goodly 
chunk of white voters willing to align with the big business 
point of view would do so not because of compatibility with 
such territory, but a visceral hostility toward the president. 
Middle and working class whites are very much included 
in the plurality of the overall public shown in polls to favor 
increased taxes on the wealthiest Americans or ending big-
business subsidies such as the one enjoyed by the major 

oil companies.  There’s a not easily resolved contradiction 
in middle and working class whites getting on board with 
those advocating that kind of decidedly pro-business, anti-
worker plank.

True to form, that’s the blueprint being followed, accord-
ing to the Times report, in the mega-bucks campaign the 
assorted conservative groups have so far unleashed and 
plan to maintain through the election. The well-known 
Republican/conservative talking points are sprayed all over 
the airwaves.  Like criticism of a Democratic opponent for 
supporting “business-smothering regulations.” Just fasci-
nating to see how “regulations” has been transformed, in 
Republican parlance, to a downright dirty word! Quite cute, 
too, (brazen, really) in one of the spiels, is the inclusion 
of a caution that a Democratic incumbent “will cut your 
Medicare.”  This, from a Republican camp which has engen-
dered serious fears surrounding what they seem poised to do 
to entitlement programs!

All of this is democracy, the purists would say…including 
the very rich having every right to put to use their largess 
in the process of garnering support  for self or cause or 
candidate. To that one is tempted to say, with Dickens’ Mr. 
Bumble, “If that is the law, then the law is a ass.”  

It looms as a not very good day for democracy – however 
we care to be expansive about what true democracy entails 
– if big money in this election cycle manages to obscure 
the king-size con job being undertaken here. Others in the 
fray might look for some guidance to Missouri’s Democratic 
Senator Claire McCaskill, who has been bombarded by the 
right side attack ads, reported the Times, and chose a tack 
of excerpting some of the virulent stuff in her own counter 
advertisement, with this line by the narrator:  “What they’re 
doing to Claire McCaskill is nothing compared to what their 
special interests agenda would do to you.”       

Viewpoint

We know how 
to help you... 
get better, 
feel better, 
be better!!!

Physical Therapy Associates of Queens 
“Your Neighborhood Movement Specialist”

Most Insurances Accepted. Workers Compensation, No Fault, Metroplus, Medicare, HealthFirst/Plus – State of the Art Facilities

M. W. F. 9AM–7PM, Tue. 10AM–6PM, Sat. 9AM–3PM
In Parkslope, Brooklyn - 

In East Brooklyn - 
Monday-Saturday 9–3PM

Call Now 
For Your 

Free 
Consultation

Specializing in Orthopedics, Geriatrics, No Fault, Workers Compensation, Stroke Rehabilitation!

State Of 
The Art 

Facilities

Democratic right to buy influence
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By Riane Eisler
We’re being told that fiscal responsibility requires big 

cuts in education, nutrition, and health care for millions 
of children. This shortsighted and uncaring thinking is 
not only a nightmare for those directly affected; it is an 
imminent threat to America’s economic future.

We have to let our policy makers know that fiscal 
responsibility requires caring economic policies.  Here’s 
why.

Experts agree that a nation’s most important asset is 
what economists call “high quality human capital” – flex-
ible, creative, educated people who can adapt to our glo-
balized knowledge-service economy. Brain science shows 
that the years from zero to five are critical for healthy 
brain development. An overwhelming body of research 
shows that to ensure that we have this high quality 
human capital we must invest more in care and education 
for our children. Indeed, studies have long shown that this 
is the most cost-effective investment a nation can make.

Other developed nations are investing heavily in early 
childhood education because it is an investment in their 
economic success. But our nation has gone in the oppo-
site direction – despite all the evidence that not making 
this investment will lead to an economic calamity.

A substantial body of research shows that high-quality 
pre-K education prepares children to succeed in school 
and enroll in college or career training. It further shows 
that this not only prevents the enormous financial costs of 

remedial work, delinquency, crime, and other problems, 
but also leads to better jobs, higher incomes, and greater 
contributions to our tax base and our economy.

Yet the State of Preschool 2011 study found that rather 
than increasing our national investment in these essential 
programs, real spending on state pre-K education declined 
by about 15 percent in the past 10 years. This means that 
spending per child nationally is $715 lower than even the 
2001-2002 level.

“A decline of this magnitude should serve as a wake-up 
call for parents and policy leaders about how well we are 
preparing today’s preschoolers to succeed in school and 
later find good jobs in a competitive market,” said Steve 
Barnett, director of the nonpartisan National Institute for 
Early Education Research (NIEER) at Rutgers University, 
warned.

We must see to it that our policy makers heed this 
warning. They need to know about this report. They need 
to know about the proven success of hundreds of small 
programs across the country, such as the early childhood 
education pilot programs supported by the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation.

They also need to know about the need for new eco-
nomic measures that are more accurate and inclusive 
than the much touted GDP or Gross Domestic Product: 
measures such as the Social Wealth indicators now being 
developed. When GDP keeps rising at the same time that 
joblessness is dangerously high and childcare and educa-

tional budgets are slashed, it is clear that we urgently need 
better measurements that give policy makers and the pub-
lic a more accurate picture of the true economic health 
of the country and our citizens, of what really counts for 
long-term national economic competitiveness.

Social Wealth indicators show the enormous economic 
value of care and education for children. They identify 
low-cost, high-value investments for developing our peo-
ple’s capacities – our human capital -- so that our country 
can achieve a healthy economy, a better quality of life, and 
a strong democracy through caring business and govern-
ment policies and practices across the board. 

The federal $500 million Race to the Top-Early Learning 
Challenge that is providing grants to nine states for 
improving quality is a step in the right direction. But we 
urgently need more -- and it is up to us to demand that 
local, state, and federal governments invest in our most 
precious national asset: our children.  

There’s an old saying that a stitch in time saves nine. 
This is a time-tested wisdom. Our policy makers must 
adopt it in light of the enormous costs of not investing in 
care and education for our nation’s future workforce.  The 
proven benefits of this and other truly fiscally responsible 
investments are overwhelming.

Riane Eisler is president of the Center for Partnership 
Studies and the best-selling author of “The Chalice and 
the Blade: Our History, Our Future” and “The Real 
Wealth of Nations: Creating a Caring Economics.”

Op-Ed

Invest in youth, or country suffers

The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court

 VISITATION AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT

 ALL CIVIL MATTERS PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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For over 3 Decades 

Clem Lue Yat
& His Styling Team

has been showing
the world his

groundbreaking
Styles and Hair

Weaving Techniques.
Come pamper

yourself by one of our 
certifi ed hair stylist.

FULL SERVICE SALON

10% OFF
NEW CLIENTS

INTERLOCKING
BEAUTY SALON

BEFORE

BEFORE

718-951-1993
1655 Flatbush Avenue • Brooklyn, NY

(Phillips Howard Bldg • Lower Level • Between H & I ) • www.interlockhairweaving.com

NEED CASH NOW?
Don’t wait for your lawsuit to settle!

Fast and Easy Approval

WE WILL ADVANCE YOU THE MONEY YOU NEED.

Cash For 
Your Lawsuit

CALL TODAY 
for a Risk Free Application

888.801.0656 or 
Visit Us Online 

www.primecasefunding.com

* Lowest Rates in the Industry!
* FAST Turnaround Period (24 hrs.)

FREE Application When You Mention this Ad
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By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

By Susan Beane, MD
April is Alcohol Awareness 

Month, combining a very 
serious condition with what 
is also a very sensitive sub-
ject. Many people don’t 
understand that regular and/
or heavy drinking can lead to 
dependence on and abuse of 
alcohol. People often don’t 
notice the slow changes in 
their own behavior until 
they’re unable to control their 
desire to drink—which is the 
No. 1 signal of an addiction 
to alcohol. If you or someone 
close to you is in danger of 
abusing alcohol, seek treat-
ment as soon as possible.

If you think there’s a prob-
lem, you may have to ask 
yourself—or a loved one—
some difficult questions: Do 
you drink alone? Does your 

drinking affect your work 
schedule and relationships 
with family and close friends? 
Do you forget what happens 
while you’re drinking? Do 
you get headaches or a hang-
over after drinking?

If you need help cutting 
back on or stopping the drink-
ing, don’t be ashamed—your 
health matters. Try taking 
the following steps:

·Track your drinking and 
set a limit for yourself

·Avoid places where drink-
ing occurs

·Keep no alcohol or a lim-
ited supply of alcohol in your 
home

·And most importantly: 
Seek help!

Help can come from those 
close to you, your family and 
friends, or by seeking out 

community treatment cent-
ers through places of wor-
ship, doctors’ offices, or city 
centers. Recognizing that 
you or a loved one needs 
help and reaching out for it 
is the first important—and 
courageous—step toward 
recovery.

This health observance 
for April has been sponsored 
by The National Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependence, Inc. (NCADD) 
since 1987. The NCADD 
works to increase public 
awareness of the dangers of 
alcoholism and encourage 
families and individuals to 
seek the help they need to 
overcome the addiction. Visit 
their website, www.ncadd.
org, for more information 
on alcohol dependency and 
abuse.

 
Dr. Beane is vice presi-

dent and medical director at 
Healthfirst. For more tips on 
leading a healthier lifestyle, 
visit the Healthfirst Healthy 
Living website at www.
hfhealthyliving.com.

The Affordable Care Act 
created the Pre-Existing 
Condition Insurance Plan 
(PCIP) program to make 
health insurance available to 
millions of Americans denied 
coverage by private insurance 
companies because of a pre-
existing condition.  

Coverage for people living 
with such conditions as dia-
betes, asthma, cancer, and 
HIV/AIDS has often been 
priced out of the reach of 
most Americans who buy 
their own insurance, and this 
has resulted in a denial of cov-
erage for millions. The Pre-
Existing Condition Insurance 
Plan is designed to address 
these challenges by offering 
comprehensive coverage at a 
reasonable cost.

The PCIP program, which 
is administered by either 
your State or the Federal 
government, will provide 
a new option for you have 
been uninsured for at least 
six months, have a pre-exist-
ing condition, and have been 
unable to obtain health cov-
erage because of your health 
condition.

What Does the PCIP 
Mean For You?

The PCIP program may 
be able to help you, if you’ve 
been locked out of the insur-
ance market, with a tempo-
rary program that will be in 
place until 2014. In 2014, all 
Americans will have access 

to affordable health insur-
ance choices, either through 
their employer, or through a 
new competitive marketplace 
called an Exchange, where 
insurance companies will no 
longer be allowed to discrimi-
nate based on your medical 
condition.

The PCIP will be available 
in every state—but the pro-
gram will vary depending on 
your state. Many States run 
programs – often called “high 
risk pools” – to offer insur-
ance to people who have a 
pre-existing condition.

The program:
Will cover a broad range 

of health benefits, including 
primary and specialty care, 
hospital care, and prescrip-
tion drugs. All covered ben-
efits are available to you, even 
to treat a pre-existing condi-
tion.

Won’t charge you a higher 
premium just because of your 
medical condition.

Doesn’t base eligibility on 
income.

Eligibility:
Different States may use 

different methods of deter-
mining whether you have 
a pre-existing condition 
and whether you have been 
denied insurance coverage.  
Specifically, a PCIP may 
determine that you have a 
pre-existing condition based 
on providing documented 
evidence that you meet any 
one or more of the following 
criteria:

An insurer has refused, or 
has provided clear indication 
that it would refuse, to issue 
you coverage based on your 
health;

You been offered individ-
ual coverage but only with a 
rider that excludes coverage 
of benefits associated with 
your pre-existing condition; 
or

You have a medical or 
health condition specified by 
the State and approved by the 
Secretary of HHS.

You satisfy another test 
applied by a State with the 
approval of HHS.

These criteria vary by 
state, so you need to check 
on how to establish eligibil-
ity in your state. For a list of 
State programs go to www.
healthcare.gov, the compre-

hensive website and portal for 
the Affordable Care Act.

Benefits:
The PCIP program will 

cover a broad range of health 
benefits, including primary 
and specialty care, hospi-
tal care, and prescription 
drugs.  All covered benefits 
are available for you, even 
to treat a pre-existing condi-
tion.  The regulation specifies 
the required benefits that all 
PCIPs must cover. Required 
benefits include:

Hospital inpatient services
Hospital outpatient serv-

ices
Mental health and sub-

stance abuse services
Professional services for 

the diagnosis or treatment of 
injury, illness, or condition

Non-custodial skilled nurs-
ing services

Home health services
Durable medical equip-

ment and supplies
Diagnostic x-rays and lab-

oratory tests
Physical therapy services 

(occupational therapy, physi-
cal therapy, speech therapy)

Hospice care
Emergency services, and 

ambulance services
Prescription drugs
Preventive care
Maternity care
Source: HealthCare.Gov
Courtesy of Healthy Living 

News

A recent column was 
devoted to answering a 
question posed by a call-
er regarding the effect 
of transurethral micro-
wave thermotherapy on 
the prostate.  He wanted 
to know whether or not 
having such a treatment 
would in some way alter 
the cellular nature of the 
prostate so that at some 
future time, a pathologist, 
examining a biopsy of a 
prostate so treated might 
not be able to properly 
make a diagnosis of pros-
tate cancer in a timely 
fashion.  A thorough 
search of the literature left 
no doubt that there need 
be no such concern.  

One article however, 
jointly conducted by the 
Department of Laboratory 
Medicine and Pathology, 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minnesota, Department 
of Urology, Mayo Clinic, 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
Universidad Nacional 
de Cuyo, Mendoza, 
Argentina brought to 
light some interesting 
points on the effect of 
microwave thermother-
apy on prostate cancer. 
This article entitled “Does 
Transurethral Microwave 
Thermotherapy Have 
A Different Effect On 
Prostate Cancer Than On 
Benign Or Hyperplastic 
Tissue?” was reported 
in UROLOGY 54: 67-72, 
1999.  In this study, 
patients with known can-
cer of the prostate, proven 
on biopsy and who were 
considered good candi-
dates for radical prostate 
cancer surgery were first 
treated with microwave 
thermotherapy and there-
after underwent the radical 
prostate cancer surgery.  
The time interval between 
the thermotherapy and 
the surgery varied mostly 
from four hours to four 
days and a small number 
of patients had the radi-
cal surgery performed 12 
months after the thermo-
therapy. The entire pros-

tate specimens removed 
at surgery were analyzed 
to evaluate what effect the 
thermotherapy had on the 
cancer contained within 
each prostate.

The conclusion was 
that microwave thermo-
therapy was equally effec-
tive in destroying benign 
prostate tissue, hyper-
plastic tissue and cancer 
tissue. Where the micro-
waves reached the cancer, 
the cancerous tissue was 
destroyed. Since in four 
out of five cases, cancer 
occurs in the periphery of 
the prostate and micro-
waves are mostly effective 
in the interior portion 
of the prostate near the 
urethra, thermotherapy 
cannot reach cancer-
ous tissue located in the 
peripheral regions of the 
prostate. However, when 
the microwaves did reach 
cancerous tissue, that por-
tion of the cancer that was 
reached was destroyed.  

In the patients who 
underwent radical pros-
tate surgery a year after 
the microwave thermo-
therapy, the cancer found 
in the surgical specimen 
was identical to the cancer 
found in the pretreatment 
biopsy.  There was no sig-
nificant change in Gleason 
Scores from before micro-
wave thermotherapy to 
after microwave thermo-
therapy.  The Gleason 
Score is the pathologist’s 
way of describing the 
degree of malignancy of 
a particular prostate can-
cer and that will be the 
topic for a future column. 
Of particular interest was 
their conclusion that 
transurethral microwave 
thermotherapy may, in 
selected patients have pal-
liative value in shrinking 
or debulking prostate can-
cer that obstructs the out-
flow of urine. This should 
not be considered a cura-
tive therapy for cancer.

Have Questions?  Call 
Dr. Okun at 718-241-
6767

Health
New Pre-Existing Condition Insurance 

Recognizing the signs of alcoholism 

Microwave treatment 
effect on prostate 
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By Christine M. Coley
Everyone at some point 

or the other has envisioned 
themselves calling all the 
shots; especially when 
you’r boss asks you to stay 
later than usual, or asks 
you to spend your week-
end finishing up a project. 
Or, maybe the economy 
hasn’t been very good to 
you, and you were laid off 
to increase your company’s 
bottom line.

So, today a new feeling is 
burning inside of you -- the 
desire to take control of 
your future and start your 
own business. You’ve  prob-
ably always had the thought 
deep down inside, but just 
didn’t think business own-
ership was realistic for you, 
or simply don’t know how 
to go about it.  

After all, there’s a lot 
to consider: a solid busi-
ness idea; a business plan; 
in many cases a location; 
and of course funding. 
Then there are even more 
challenging questions to 
answer, such as: How do 
you know your idea will 
work? How do you know 
you will even be good at it?

In just over two years, 
Anthony Lolli, founder and 
CEO of Rapid Realty, grew 
his Brooklyn firm from 
one boutique location, to 

51 franchise locations in 
New York City and two 
more additional franchise 
locations slated to open in 
Boston and Philadelphia in 
June 2012.

With over 800 agents 
affiliated to its many fran-
chise locations, Rapid Realty 
is New York City’s fastest 
growing real estate firm, 
and that’s no easy accom-
plishment in the most com-
petitive real estate market 
in the United States.

In my recent interview 
with Lolli, we got down to 
the basic core of his suc-
cess. When asked what is 
his strongest recommenda-
tion to an aspiring business 
owner, Lolli said, “Many 
people have a passion, but 
don’t know enough about 
it. It’s similar to someone 
being in love with love, but 
not knowing enough about 
the actual person. 

“One must be willing to 
become a student of the 
practice of business from 
top to bottom, first. You 
have to do a lot of research, 
subscribe to industry maga-
zines, become a member of 
that community, go to net-
working events, and fully 
immerse yourself in that 
industry. Having an idea is 
not enough.” Realistically, 
this is the only way to truly 

understand what’s required 
to succeed in any given 
business.”

Fifteen years ago, Lolli 
got started in the Real 
Estate industry as a sales 
agent, just as he requires 
all new recruits starting in 
his firm today. He became 
a major student of the 
Real Estate industry before 
opening his own office, and 
throughout his evolution 
from broker to franchiser, 
he is still a student of the 
industry.  Lolli begins each 
day with staying in tune 
with industry news and 
trends, and researching the 
next level of growth for his 
company. 

He cited The Real Deal 
Magazine in which he’s 
been featured numerous 
times, as his favorite real 
estate publication; Inc 500 

Magazine as his favorite 
Business 101 resource, 
Google as his favorite 
information resource, and 
various social media out-
lets like Facebook, Twitter, 
Linked In, and YouTube, 
among others, as the tre-
mendous resource tools he 
uses to engage his con-
sumers and understand his 
competitors.

My conversation with 
Lolli unveiled how truly 
common it is for aspir-
ing business owners to 
get swept up in the false 
allure of business owner-
ship. Many have a fantasy 
business in mind, in which 
you simply open the doors, 
have employees who han-
dle the day-to-day activi-
ties, and the money rolls 
in, while you sip umbrella 
drinks in Montego Bay. 

While this may be some-
what of a reality for a 
fully-matured, completely 
established business which 
takes years to accomplish, 
this couldn’t be any further 
from reality for a start-up. 
You have to go into busi-
ness with clarity to prepare 
you for long days, blood, 
sweat, and ... yes, tears.

Being an entrepreneur 
myself, owning your future 
is a beautiful thing. You 
literally have the power to 
change yourself and your 
succeeding generation’s 
lives, forever.  However, 
in business there are abso-
lutely no guarantees, and 
sure, experimentation 
leads to acquired wisdom. 
However, it’s probably not 
very wise to blindly experi-
ment with your life savings, 
home equity, and your 

credit score.
In fact, great gains are 

accomplished by taking 
great risk; however, under-
standing the risks could 
only do one of two things: 
help you avoid investing 
time, resources and effort 
into something you’re not 
very passionate about, or 
something that’s not what 
it seems from the outside 
looking in. You’ve got to 
ensure that you prove your 
business instinct to be on 
target, and fuel your fire 
to conquer the identified 
challenges head-on.

Christine M. Coley is a 
Brooklyn-based, multi-
market business owner in 
areas of Real Estate, Public 
Relations and Direct Sales. 
She may be contacted at 
christine.coley@gmail.com 
or twitter@chrisintheapple.

The Caribbean Business Report

Advertise directly to business owners in the weekly 
Caribbean Business Report. Every week starting April 13th.

Call your Caribbean Life representative for 

rate information, or contact Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

Clarity is key 
for business 

start-ups

Anthony Lolli.
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The management and staff of Seapack, Inc. 
express sincere sympathy to the 

Family, management, staff and friends, of 

Square Deal Shipper’s 
on the death of a visionary Egerton “Creech” Wood

SEAPACK, INC.

His contribution to the shipping business to the 
Caribbean will not be forgotten.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.

FREE Cancer 
Screenings for 

Uninsured  
Brooklyn Residents

Central Brooklyn

Cancer Services Program
Your partner for cancer screening, support and information

To schedule your FREE exam  
or for more information, call us at:
(718) 567-1384 or (718)567-1385

Women ages 40+ with not health 
insurance can receive:

 
      Mammograms

Women and Men ages 50+ with no 
health insurance can receive:

By Bert Wilkinson
Local security authori-

ties in Guyana are to con-
struct floating police sta-
tions in Amazonian jungle 
rivers to help curb a spate 
of murders, armed rob-
beries and other acts of 
violence in the nation’s 
interior where surg-
ing world prices for gold 
have attracted millions 
in investments and thou-
sands of new miners to 
bush communities hoping 
to earn get-rich-quick dol-
lars or die trying.

Legislators currently 
going through the finan-
cial estimates for the 2012 
national budget have so 
far approved nearly a mil-
lion dollars for an undis-

closed number of fully-
equipped pontoon-based 
stations that will provide 
police and military serv-
ices to far-flung areas, 
where large multitudes of 
miners either pan for gold 
with traditional pick-axes 
and shovels or work high-
tech, three-storeyed ves-
sels to search for gold.

National Security 
Minister Clement Rohee 
said Monday that experts 
have agreed that the float-
ing stations might be 
the most innovative way 
of policing the gold- and 
diamond-rich western and 
northern interiors which 
recorded 45 murders last 
year, about 35 more than 
normal and saw a number 

or armed raids on min-
ing camps by large groups 
of rifle-toting gangsters. 
Both miners and gang-
sters died during raids.

Police say reports of 
many acts of violence too 
often do not reach them 
because the nearest police 
station could be many 
days and a few mountains 
away. They also say they 
are probing seven gold 
bush murders for this year 
so far, including that of 
29-year-old dredge owner 
Travis DeSouza who 
was stabbed to death on 
Saturday in a row over 
stolen mining equipment.

“We have already 
designed this facility 
together with the Guyana 

Defense Force and believe 
it will help tremendously 
in bringing the crime situ-
ation under control in the 
interior division,” Rohee 
said.  “We recognize that 
with a gold shout, the 
population moves from 
one area to another,” he 
added.

Gold has in the past 
four years surged past 
sugar, rice and bauxite as 
the country’s top foreign 
exchange earner. Nearly 
two dozen Canadian and 
American companies are 
exploring large mines 
with Canadian Guyana 
Goldfields set to begin 
production at a mega 
mine in western Guyana 
in the next two years.

Guyana mulls floating police 
stations to fight jungle crimes 

Region
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-
6 years I have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out
of line. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he
was amazed about the change. This is a good product. Jerome Nettles,
51, Monroeville, AL �All statin drugs gave me pain! My doctor
tried them all on me. So he said to try a natural product. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain. I’m so happy about

this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON.�I had great success with all Bell health products!
In the last 2 years I had relief with Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management,
Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator. I love your products. They all work for me. Great
results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W. Ranches, FL �20 years of high
cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs didn’t agree with me. After
taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised about the big
improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere. Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide

blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand
Pharmacy 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981
Fulton St. Noor Pharmacy 2036 Bedford Ave. Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave.Eve
Pharmacy 2836 Coney Island Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave.
3P Drugs 799 Flushing Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand
St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Century Pharmacy
483 Kings Hwy Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush
Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 Coney Island Ave Established
Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything
Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care Pharmacy 2283 norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical
1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St.
Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health
Food 9408 Church Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave
Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural Vitamins 671
Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell's Pharmacy
7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff Ave
Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384
Graham Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims
Pharmacy 1711 Pitkin Ave Stella's Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th
Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 Smith St Tony's Health Food Supermarket1316 Fulton St. Tony's Health
Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721
5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea
Beauty 1356 E. 48th St. �STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 Hylan Blvd
Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd.  Tripharm Drug Inc
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory
Blvd.  St. George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant 

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and rushing
to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try this tea first.
Must work of money refunded. 99% success rate. Helps
virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate remedy that
works so well that it comes with a money-back guarantee.
Literally hundreds of delighted men testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a night.
I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a prostate
operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert E. Blain, 74,
Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP prostate surgery
and microwave therapy had to get up many times.  Now down
to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker,
Eustasis, FL �After 1st year drinking tea my PSA went
down to 4.5; after 2nd year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly
recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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seeks a study a Cayman Brac 
cruise tourism.

However, the premier 
said government is awaiting 
the completion of a financial 
review by KPMG and would 
have to present the proposal 
for the definitive agreement 
to cabinet members, the 
central tenders committee 
and the auditor general.

Grenada

Grenada’s Opposition 
Leader Dr. Keith Mitchell 
says he is deeply concerned 
that, in addition to the high 
rate of unemployment, those 
who are lucky enough to 
have full time or part time 
employment are often forced 
to work for starvation wages, 
while a very select few con-
tinue to enjoy the fruits of 
their labor and the fat of the 
land.

Mitchell noted that under 
the National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) administra-
tion, public workers are now 
being forced to live on 2006 

wages in 2012, while workers 
in the debushing program 
had to suffer the indignity 
of seeing their daily rates 
significantly reduced.

He said that these actions 
can only be described as 
unconscionable at a time 
when so many people are 
finding it difficult to make 
ends meet and are suffering 
the effects of increasing lev-
els of poverty.

Mitchell said that while 
all this is happening, the 
government continues the 
practice of awarding highly 
paid contracts to members 
of a small privileged group, 
many of who do not produce 
in accordance with the level 
of their salaries and perks.

Guyana

More companies and 
investors are showing inter-
est in investing and expand-
ing their operations in 
Guyana.

The Bauxite Company of 
Guyana Inc. (BCGI/RUSAL) 
has invested more than  $21 

million in additional equip-
ment for its operations at 
Aroima, Region 10.

Prime Minister Samuel 
Hinds was on site recently 
to join the management and 
staff of the company as they 
commissioned more than 
130 pieces of heavy-duty 
and light machinery, add-
ing to its current fleet. The 
equipment was brought in 
from the company’s Jamaica 
operations.

Hinds said the govern-
ment is committed to 
working with the company 
to ensure that a profitable 
bauxite operation continues 
in the area.

The company plans to 
expand its operations into 
new areas and mining and 
this the prime minister said 
will definitely be a plus for 
Guyana, since it will create 
more economic opportuni-
ties and jobs. 

Guyana

A flight by Suriname’s 
national air carrier recently 

touched down in Guyana for 
the first time in six years.

The flight by Suriname 
Airways stopped in Guyana 
enroute to Miami and was 
welcomed by Guyana’s 
President Donald Ramoutar 
and a team of government 
officials.

On board the flight was 
Suriname President Desi 
Bouterse, who met with 
Ramoutar after the plane 
arrived at the Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport.

The flight marks another 
step in improved interac-
tion between the two South 
American neighbors, with 
33,000 visitors from Guyana 
to Suriname in 2011.

The president said more 
access to regional destina-
tions is as important as trav-
el between Paramaribo and 
Georgetown.

Guyana is currently build-
ing a 14,000-square-meter, 
multiple-terminal complex 
at its airport.

Ramoutar and Bouterse 
also held bilateral talks at 
CARICOM headquarters in 

Georgetown.

Haiti

The Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) 
recently announced the 
approval of a US$2 mil-
lion subordinated loan 
to Alternative Insurance 
Company (AIC), the lead-
ing locally based insurer in 
Haiti.

This is the first IDB non-
sovereign guaranteed opera-
tion approved for a Haitian 
corporate borrower.

The financing, arranged 
by the IDB’s Opportunities 
for the Majority Initiative 
(OM), will catalyze resources 
for the Haitian-owned AIC 
to carry out a visionary stra-
tegic growth plan that will 
expand its services to low-
income clients.

Haiti’s insurance industry 
suffered devastating losses 
due to the 2010 earthquake. 
AIC, however, honored all 
its claims. That effort solidi-
fied the company’s reputa-
tion and prompted stronger 

demand for its traditional 
products, which include 
auto, property, commercial, 
health and life insurance.

Haiti

At least 27 people were 
killed in a major road acci-
dent recently in Haiti when 
a truck carrying people over-
turned on a highway south 
of Haiti’s capital, hospital 
officials said. About 40 oth-
ers were injured.

The accident occurred 
when a truck carrying small 
retail traders, many of them 
women, tipped over on 
National Highway 2, near a 
community known as Morne 
Tapion.

In addition to passengers, 
the vehicle was overloaded 
with bags of food and other 
merchandise, a typical way 
to transport goods in Haiti.

A local judge who wit-
nessed the accident said the 
truck was climbing a steep 
incline when it lost balance 
and went tumbling down.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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The announcement Monday 

that key legislative leaders, under 

threat of a government shutdown, 

had agreed to  go along with Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s do-or-die budget 

proposal, does not go over well with 

thousands of city and state employ-

ees who turned out Thursday, 

March 24, to make their voices 

heard.
“I’m fit to be tied,”  John Quesnoe, 

a Brooklyn  barber,” complained to 

a Caribbean Life reporter. “Why 

should we have to bear the burden, 

while the rich get off scotch free.” 

Qesnoe was among the several 

thousand union members, students 

and community activists, mem-

bers of District Council 37 -- the 

largest labor union in New York 

City, rallied outside City Hall and 

marched through the financial dis-

trict with a clear message: “Stop 

threatened budget cuts that would 

cause schools to close, tuition to 

rise, severely cut social services 

and force thousands more layoffs of 

municipal workers.”

Their anger was with the rich, 

who they insisted must pay their 

fair share of city and state taxes, so 

that the rest of society is not forced 

to carry a disproportionate amount 

of the New York financial burden. 

Days before a compromise was 

reached between  Senate  leader  

By David Mcfadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) — Jamaican Prime 

Minister Bruce Golding 

said Thursday that U.S. 

Embassy officials displayed 

a “belligerent attitude” 

toward his government 

after Washington sought 

the extradition of a reputed 

crime boss with ties to his 

political party.

Golding said the U.S. 

Embassy’s charge d’affaires 

pressured his justice 

minister to quickly hand 

over alleged drug kingpin 

Christoper “Dudus” Coke 

during at least two phone 

calls within days of his 

government receiving the 

August 2009 extradition 

FIT TO BE TIED
Unions fight back against 

state, city budget cuts

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Jamaica 

complains 

about U.S. 

pressure

At workers’ 

rally, student 

mounts charg-

ing bull to sym-

bolize defeat 

of Wall Street 

values. 

Photo by 

Donna Lamb
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By Ben Fox and Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Former Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand “Titid” Aristide returned 
home from seven years in exile to a 
celebrity welcome Friday, mobbed 
by close allies and journalists out-
side his private plane before being 
hustled into an airport VIP lounge 
as crowds of supporters rallied in 
the streets outside the terminal.

Aristide waved and blew a kiss 

to the small crowd at the runway, 
then began to deliver a speech 
in which he thanked his chant-
ing, jubilant supporters. His wife, 
Mildred, wept.“This man is our father, with-

out him we haven’t lived,” said 
31-year-old Sainvil Petit-Frere, 
one of about 3,000 cheering and 
chanting supporters in a quickly 
growing crowd. “This is the doctor 

By Nelson A. KingThe United Nations said on Mar. 17 that 33 countries will participate this week in the Caribbean region’s first full-scale tsunami warning exercise as part of its efforts to test and strengthen the region’s defenses against such disasters. The U.N. said the exercise, dubbed “Caribe Wave 11,” aims to test the early warn-ing system for tsunamis and other coastal hazards set up in the region in 2005 by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), established under the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The exercise will be based on a fictional earth-quake measuring 7.6 on the 

TITID’S 
BACKAristide returns to Haiti

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Full-scale 
tsunami 
drills

Haiti’s former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide gestures to supporters 

from the plane as his wife Mildred stands behind him as they arrive to 

the airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday March 18, 2011. 
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States has approved 

eight more airports for charter 
flights to and from Cuba, permit-
ting more people to travel to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean coun-
try.

Obama administration officials 
said the airports include Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson, the world’s 
busiest, and Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport. 

The other airports approved 
include those in Baltimore, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Tampa and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Prior to the March 9 decision, 
flights to Cuba were only allowed 
from Los Angeles, Miami, and New 
York. 

The expanded flights are in 
keeping with Obama’s decision, 
announced earlier this year, to 
further reach out to the Cuban 
people. 

“As Hartsfield-Jackson is the 

By Bert Wilkinson 
For the second time this 

month, Caribbean govern-
ments have been forced to 
go into emergency mode 
to check on the well-being 
of, or arrange for the hasty 
departure of citizens from 
far-away countries plagued 
by civil unrest or natural 
disaster, with the latest 
relating to the plight of 
nationals living in Japan, as 
the country reels from last 
week’s devastating earth-
quake, tsunami and fears of 
a nuclear meltdown. 

A month ago, diplomats 
at foreign ministries across 
the region were working 
feverishly to make contact 
with and arrange flights 
for Caribbean citizens who 
wanted to abandon mostly 
Islamic study stints, tour-
ism and petroleum indus-
try jobs as civil unrest 
boiled in Egypt and later in 
neighboring Libya.

Hours after the 8.9 
magnitude quake struck 
Japan, calls were placed by 
Caribbean governments to 
Tokyo and other Japanese 
cities where nationals from 

OPEN 
SKIES 

TO CUBA
U.S. creates easier 
access to Havana

Continued on page 5 Continued on page 4

Scramble 
to locate 
Caribs 
abroad

12 pages of coupons 
to save you cash

Special reader bonus

All O’ That Is Mas!
Trinidad and Tobago celebrated one of the best carnivals in 
recent memory, culminating on March 15 with the grand Mardi 
Gras competition at Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain. 
This  Yuma masquerader, was a delight to onlookers as she 
waded across the stage.  See Page 27.  Photo by Coral King

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more 

 Updated every weekday!

FREE W
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Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
Board Certified Otolaryngology. 
Ear, Nose & Throat–Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street (1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: thepointingfinger.blogspot.com
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000

In the Poconos -- 90 mins. from NYC! 

Timing is everything.
Mortgage rates are the lowest in decades!

Home prices have never been more attractive!
There has never been a better time 

to move... into new home of your own!

$199,900199,900
Only $1,585 Per Mo.  $7,000 DownOnly $1,585 Per Mo.  $7,000 Down

SHOWN ABOVE THE COUNTRY HOME  
4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM 

/ DINING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE 

/ COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING 
/ TURN KEY READY

Complete!Complete!
No Hidden Costs!No Hidden Costs!
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TAXESTAXES

••
EXPRESSEXPRESS

NYCNYC
BUSES BUSES 
(4 per(4 per
hour)hour)

BUY NOW AND POCKET $5,000 AT CLOSING!BUY NOW AND POCKET $5,000 AT CLOSING!

* $MONTHLY PAYMENT BASED ON YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 4.85 %. 

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST, 
TAXES AND  INSURANCE

2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

Plus -- Save thousands at income tax time!
Your mortgage interest and property taxes 

are fully deductible from your income taxes!
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By Donna Lamb
Every time a New Yorker 

bites into an apple grown 
in New York State – one of 
the top three apple growers 
in the United States – little 
do they know that the apple 

they are enjoying was likely 
picked by a worker from 
Jamaica or Haiti who is in 
this country on the Guest 
Worker Program.

Nor would the apple 
eater have any idea of the 

colossal hardships these 
workers and other migrant 
workers face as they play 
a crucial role in providing 
us all with fresh fruit and 
vegetables.

Parishioners at the 
Holy Apostles Church in 
Manhattan were fortu-
nate to learn about these 
issues from Episcopal 
priest Richard Witt, execu-
tive director of the Rural 
and Migrant Ministry, when 
he preached a sermon and 
gave an educational presen-
tation at the church earlier 
this month.

Father Witt explained, 
for example, that guest 
workers, such as those 
from Jamaica and Haiti, are 
here officially on a visa so 
they don’t have to worry 
about being deported. 
However, once the job is 
done, they are required to 
go back home. It is not a 
path toward citizenship.

Furthermore, guest 
workers have no right to 
self-determination: they 
can only work on the farm 
they’ve been assigned to for 
a specific amount of money 

and for a specific length of 
time. If they have any prob-
lems, they can’t just leave 
and go work for another 
farmer. “And frankly,” Witt 
stated, “there are a cou-
ple of farms in New York 
State that are notoriously 
bad places to work. There 
is verbal and physical abuse 
to the point that the owners 
have trouble finding work-
ers, but they’ve been able 
to get guest workers sent to 
labor on their farms.”

As Father Witt also noted, 
theoretically, guest work-
ers have a few more rights 
than other farm workers. 
They are supposed to be 
entitled to a pay level that 
is slightly higher than the 
prevailing migrant worker 
wage and they are entitled 
to some medical coverage. 
Meanwhile, most of the 
guest workers are afraid to 
use the coverage for fear 
they will be labeled sickly, 
and they are scared to raise 
any other concerns for fear 
they will be branded a trou-
blemaker and not allowed 
back in the future. They feel 
they must toe the line or 

face severe consequences.
Father Witt also 

explained that the denial of 
basic rights specifically to 
farm and domestic workers 
originated more than 70 
years ago when President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s admin-
istration won major reforms 
to protect other workers 
regarding such issues as 
overtime and disability pay, 

days of rest and the right to 
collective bargaining. It was 
during the Jim Crow era, 
however, and segregation-
ist Southern Congressmen 
simply could not bear to 
give African-Americans – 
who then made up most 
of the farm and domestic 
labor force – equal treat-
ment in the workplace as 
whites. Roosevelt caved in 
to the racists and wrote 
farm and domestic workers 
out of the legislation.

This exclusion of farm 
workers from federal labor 
laws put the responsibility 
on individual states to right 
this wrong. Unfortunately, 
New York State has not 
seen fit to do so. It con-
tinues to exempt “service 
on a farm” from the defini-
tion of what constitutes an 
“employee.”

The State Legislature has 
addressed a few exclusions 
in recent years, namely, 
granting farm workers 
the same minimum wage 
standard and requiring the 
provision of drinking water 
and toilets in the fields. 

N.Y. State farm workers still denied rights

Continued on page 23

Father Richard Witt 
speaks from the pulpit 
about the plight of New 
York State farm workers.
 Photo by Donna Lamb

Services Provided:
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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Dr. Steven C. Tawil: Colon Cancer Screening & Prevention
By Camille Sperrazza

Stop postponing your 
colonoscopy. 

Everyone age 50 and 
over needs one, but African-
Americans are at an espe-
cially high risk of developing 
colon cancer, says Dr. Steven 
C. Tawil, gastroenterologist 
and internist. 

“It is recommended that 
they be screened for colon 
cancer at age 45,” says the 
doctor. 

The reasons the mortal-
ity rate is higher for African-
Americans is not known, says 
Dr. Tawil, but the good news 
is that having this simple 
procedure “can improve the 
numbers.” 

It has never been easier or 
more convenient to undergo 
this procedure. It can be done 
right in Dr. Tawil’s Brighton 
Beach office, with an anes-
thesiologist present. 

“This means it is an 100 
percent painless procedure,” 
says the doctor. 

The administration of 
the anesthesia is quick, so 
patients feel no pain, he 
assures. The presence of the 
anesthesiologist also means 
that a patient’s vital signs are 
constantly being monitored. 

“It’s another pair of hands 
in the room, another doc-
tor checking oxygen, heart 
rhythms, and pulse,” says 
Dr. Tawil. “It’s all about the 
comfort and safety of the 
patient.” 

Dr. Tawil’s office is rec-
ognized by the American 
Association for Accreditation 
of Ambulatory Surgery. 
Facilities accredited by this 
organization must meet rigor-
ous standards of cleanliness 
and other criteria that assures 
the highest standards, says 
the doctor. This feat is not 
an easy achievement, and he 
takes pride that his practice is 
held in such high esteem. 

The Brighton Beach 
Avenue facility, at the same 
location since 1991, recently 
moved from the second floor 
to the third floor, securing a 
new 6,000 square foot office. 
Among the highlights is an 
endoscopy suite with a private 
changing room, a recovery 
room, and a private bathroom 
in the recovery room. Such a 
set-up makes screening easy 
for the patient, as there’s no 
running down a hall to find 
a toilet. Everything is conve-
nient and private. 

Make an appointment to 
see him if you have rectal 
bleeding. This could be a sign 
of colon cancer, and should 
never be ignored, says the 

doctor. A change in bowel 
habits or unexplained weight 
loss are other reasons to 
undergo an exam. If there is a 
history of polyps in the fam-
ily, being screened is a must, 
he says. Polyps are small 
growths that occur on the 
wall of the colon, and if they 
are not removed, some may 
eventually turn into cancer, 
says Dr. Tawil. The removal 
of polyps can be done right 
after the colonoscopy is per-
formed, while the patient is 
still under anesthesia. That 
way, patients don’t have to 
return to get another proce-
dure. 

Patients can also come to 
him to get their blood pres-
sure checked and their sugar 
levels monitored. He also 
treats heartburn, ulcers, con-
stipation, liver issues, and 
stomach ailments. He spe-
cializes in the treatment of 
hepatitis, particularly hepa-
titis C. 

“We have the latest treat-
ment, available right in the 
office,” he says. 

Dr. Tawil’s credentials 
are impeccable. He is board-
certified in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology, which 
means a “double certifica-
tion,” he notes. In addition, 
he is re-certified every 10 
years, which involves under-
going a seven-hour test. It 
all proves he is at the top of 
his game, aware of the most 
recent developments in the 
field. 

A graduate of Syracuse 
University, Dr. Tawil trained 
at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine for five years. 
He is on staff at the New 
York Methodist Hospital, and 
is a member of the American 
College of Physicians; the 
New York State Medical 
Society; the American 
Medical Association; and 
the American College of 
Gastroenterology.  

The office accepts most 
major health plans, including 
Medicare and Medicaid. For 
the convenience of his hard-
working patients, the office 
is now open on Sundays. It is 
handicapped accessible, and 
convenient to bus and trains. 
The doctor sees patients by 
appointment. 

Dr. Tawil [130 Brighton 
Beach Ave. between Ocean 
Parkway and Coney Island 
Avenue in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 946-7557]. Open 
Sundays, 9 am to 1 pm; 
Mondays, 9 am to 4:30 pm; 
and Wednesdays, 9 am to 6:30 
pm. Procedures are performed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.        

Dr. Steven C. Tawil
Board-certified stomach specialist 
has the latest PAINLESS techniques 
to diagnose and cure:

DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave. 
(Corner of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11235
Dr. Steven C. Tawil, BS,  

Brandeis University, MD, Syracuse University,  
Board Certified In Internal Medicine 

And Gastroenterology,  
Albert Einstein College Of Medicine

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other 

Insurance Assignments
Accepted

ADVERTISEMENT

Colon Cancer Screenings
Heartburn
Stomach Pains
All testing at one office 
(blood work, x-ray, 
sonogram, endoscopy).
Sunday hours available.

SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE

Dr. Tawil 
Speaks 

Spanish & 
French
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While these are important 
first steps, the overall exclu-
sion remains, despite the 
consistent efforts of many 
dedicated activists to get a 
bill passed in Albany that 
would give farm workers 
the same rights as employ-
ees in other industries.

One such activist is the 
world-renowned folksing-
er, Pete Seeger, who has 
long stood for justice for 
migrant workers through 
his songs and actions. 
On April 17 at Riverside 
Church in Harlem, this 
soon-to-be 93-year-old 
icon hosted Voices of Hope 
in Concert, sponsored by 
Rural & Migrant Ministry 
to benefit the Justice for 
Farmworkers Campaign.

After warmly greet-
ing the assembled crowd 
Seeger said, “I don’t have 
much voice left, but if you’ll 
help me out, I think we 
can make some nice music 
together.” He then led the 
audience in a spirited ren-
dition of his enduring hit 
“Quite Early Morning.”

Among the other out-

standing performers were 
Kim and Reggie Harris, two 
consummate musicians and 
storytellers who combine a 
strong folk and gospel lega-
cy. Mr. Harris said he him-
self is a descendant of farm 
workers – enslaved Africans 
who were forced to work 
the land. “While people are 
not held in slavery in the 
same way they were during 
the time of Harriet Tubman 
and Frederick Douglass, the 
mental attitude as a nation 
has not changed much,” 
he declared. “Labor is still 
not valued, and people in 
authority are still unwilling 
to give farm workers the 
rights they deserve.”

During the event, Gina 
Figueroa, a Sal/Soul R&B 
singer and actress, brought 
down the house with her 
vocal numbers, accom-
panied by Valerie Kelley, 
Edwin Lugo and John 
Quilty. Respected stage per-
formers Tyrone Aiken and 
Larry Marshall each gave 
stunning renditions of gos-
pel classics, while Jeannine 
“Jahneen” Otis, emma’s rev-
olution (Pat Humphries and 

Sandy Opatow), and Andres 
Chamorro also thrilled the 
crowd with their dynamic 
performances.

Rounding out the 

evening were spoken word 
artist Maria Christina 
Martinez and migrant 
worker Sostenes Uribe, who 
moved everyone deeply with 

his heartfelt message.
On May 21, activists 

are heading to Albany for 
Farmworker Albany Day. 
For more information, 

please contact Justice for 
Farmworkers Campaign 
coordinator Gerardo 
Gutierrez at (845) 485-
8627. 

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

Continued from page 20

State farm workers denied rights
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nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

MillionTreesNYC Spring 2012 Tree Giveaways

FREE TREES!

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per household. 

Trees must be planted in the five 
boroughs.  

Trees must be planted on private 
property (ex: front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted along 
streets.  

Trees must be properly watered 
and maintained.

Saturday, April 28 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Partner: Bed Stuy Restoration Corporation

Pick-Up Location: 1368 Fulton Ave

Sunday, April 29 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Green-Wood Cemetery

Pick-Up Location: Green-Wood Cemetery 

Saturday, May 5 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Cypress Hills LDC

Pick-Up Location: Cypress Hills, TBD

Saturday, May 12 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Brooklyn Bridge Park

Pick-Up Location: 344 Furman St. at 
Atlantic Ave (Pier 5 at Brooklyn Bridge Park) 

Saturday, May 12 – Noon to 2:00 pm
Partner: Grand Street

Pick-Up Location: 850 Grand Street

Sunday, June 3 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Compost for Brooklyn

Pick-Up Location: 736 East 8th Street

BROOKLYN
Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to change.

Check www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
 for the most recent updates.

For more information on tree giveaways, visit www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
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PUBLIC NOTICE
If you’ve been hurt in any type 

of accident, you may be entitled 
to medical treatment, even if 
you do not have insurance.

Please call us at 718-240-2644 
to schedule an appointment for a free 
medical consultation and examination.

Do not delay, as you may forfeit these rights.
255 East 98th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11212

TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

By Kenton Kirby
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has signed 

a bill creating “NY Youth Works,” an 
inner city youth employment pro-
gram that will combat high unem-
ployment in the state’s metro areas. 
The new law includes $25 million in 
tax credits for businesses that hire 
unemployed and disadvantaged youth 
and $6 million to support job train-
ing programs.  The governor was 
joined by his colleagues from the 
State Legislature at a bill-signing 
ceremony last week at Medgar Evers 
College in Brooklyn.

“We are giving young adults in our 
cities the skills and the opportunity 
to build a career,” Cuomo said. “With 
four out of every 10 inner-city young 
adults looking for work, our state 
faces an unemployment crisis within 
an unemployment crisis that needs to 
be immediately addressed.”

Through the N.Y. Youth Works 
program, the governor said, young 
people would be placed on a career 
path aimed at preventing a cycle 

of poverty.  Not only would it be 
“an investment in our youth, but an 
investment in the collective future of 
our state,” Mr. Cuomo added.

The N.Y. Youth Works program 
provides $25 million in tax credits 
to benefit employers that hire unem-
ployed youth over the first six months 
of 2012, with the ultimate goal of per-
manent, unsubsidized employment.

N.Y. Youth Works will function in 
three phases:

Phase 1: For up to six weeks before 
a youth is placed in employment, 
youth providers, like not-for-profits 
and workforce investment boards, 
will prepare eligible youth with skills 
such as work readiness, occupational 
training, and digital literacy.

Phase 2: Businesses will be offered 
a $3,000 wage subsidy in the form 
of tax credits to hire disadvantaged 
youths for six months. Preference 
will be given to employers in demand 
industries such as clean energy, 
healthcare, advanced manufactur-
ing, and conservation. Priority will 

be given to employers that provide 
on-site occupational skills training 
during this period. During Phase 1 
and Phase 2, participating youth will 
be provided with up to three monthly 
stipends of $300 to cover costs asso-
ciated with transitioning into the 
workplace.

Phase 3: An additional $1,000 tax 
credit will be available to employers 
that retain the participating youths 
for an additional six months.

Under the new law, $62 million in 
funding will be provided to critical 
job training and support programs 
for inner city youth, including basic 
education programs, summer youth 
employment, job search and place-
ment initiatives, and child care.

Eligible participants for the jobs pro-
gram include unemployed, low-income 
youth aged 16 through 24 who are locat-
ed in one of the following areas: Albany, 
Brookhaven, Buffalo, Hempstead, 
Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, New 
York City, Rochester, Schenectady, 
Syracuse, Utica, and Yonkers.

Job training program 
for unemployed youth
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By KIngsley Doyle
A survey from the Pew 

Forum on Religion in 
February 2010 showed 
that a vast majority of 

Americans, nearly 80 per-
cent, believe in miracles. 
Such is the driving force 
behind the sudden popular-
ity of “Braco”, a European 

figurehead for over 16 
years that is becoming an 
overnight sensation in the 
U.S. where sellout crowds 
are gathering to experience 

his “silent, healing gaze” -- 
something that thousands 
claim has miraculously 
changed their lives for the 
better; either physically, 
emotionally or mentally.  

Now, over 5,000 New 
Yorkers in search of their 
own miracles are expected 
to gather for Braco’s inau-
gural visit to Manhattan, 
taking place Saturday, 
April 28; and Sunday, April 
29 at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel, 401 Seventh Ave. in 
Manhattan. Braco gazing 
sessions are scheduled to 
take place from 10:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. daily; begin-
ning each hour. Each ses-
sion lasts 30-35 minutes. 

Braco does not take 
any money for his help; 
he does not accept dona-
tions and the sessions are 
always free at his Center 
in Zagreb, Croatia where 
millions from throughout 
the world visit annually. 
However, U.S. tour organiz-
ers charge a minimal $8 fee 
per-person to cover event 
facility and organizational 
expenses. Tickets for this 
event may be purchased in 

advance from the web site, 
or at the door.

  
Why The Mass 

Popularity
Some experience radical 

healings that are medically 
verifiable -- cancers disap-
pearing, walking after years 
in wheelchairs, eyesight or 
hearing restoring, addic-
tions vanishing, chemical 
issues re-balancing, and 
more -- but for others, it’s 
a subtle but profound feel-
ing of well-being, hope, 
or a rare peace that draw 
people to experience this 

humble man’s gaze. The 
impact can sometimes be 
felt in repaired relation-
ships or improved financial 
matters. 

Braco is no guru or reli-
gious leader. He has no 
philosophy or dogma nor 
wants any to worship him. 
In fact, well-known leaders 
around the world applaud 
Braco and his aid to all, 
no matter what creed, 
race, social strata, or sex. 
Leaders like Rev. Winifred 
Gaines, former chaplain 
to the California State 
Senate and Rev. Michael 
Bernard Beckwith of the 
Agape Int’l Spiritual Center 
and “The Secret,” are two 
of many who wrote let-
ters to the U.S. govern-
ment helping win Braco 
the Extraordinary Talent 
Visa, the most challenging 
of all visas to obtain in 
the U.S., after experienc-
ing phenomenal shifts in 
their own lives or that of 
their communities. They 
have been joined by count-
less other leaders heralding 
Braco’s gift to the world as 
significant.

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!

Unexplained miraculous phenomena arrives in New York

Braco.
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The Saint Lucia House 
Foundation, Brooklyn, the 
umbrella group of Saint 
Lucian organizations 
based in New York City, 
Connecticut and New Jersey, 
has thanked Saint Lucia’s 
outgoing UN Ambassador 
Dr. Keith St. Aimee for his 
remarkable stewardship and 
unflinching  support of the 
organization. 

During an event on April 
20, the foundation expressed 
its appreciation to Amb. St. 
Aimee for his dedicated lead-
ership, his humble person-
ality, his open door policy, 
his readiness to always listen 
to Saint Lucian Community 
and praised his remarkable 
work ethic.

The Foundation’s 
President Mathias Wilkie 
credits Amb. St. Aimee “for 
the establishment of the Saint 
Lucia House Foundation 
and the improved relations 
between the office of the 
Consulate General in New 
York and Saint Lucians in 
the Diaspora, which I hope 

will continue to flourish with 
the incoming ambassador.”

“The foundation believes 
Amb. St. Aimee, who also 
served as Saint Lucia’s 
Consul General in New York, 
will be most remembered 
as the representative who 
addressed everyone equally, 
and made time for everyone.

“He was not only a skilled 
diplomat, but was also some-
one that went to great lengths 
to serve and strengthen the 
Saint Lucian Community. 
He was always available at 
almost every community 
event, always there to offer 
his help in resolving issues,” 
said Wilkie.

St. Lucians salute their 
outgoing UN ambassador 

From left, (women) Victoria Bousquet, Mavis Francois, 
Natasha Monchery, Gertrude Hippolyte, Neva Jean, 
Sherlina St. Bernard and Mary Reynolds-Bowden.
From left, (men) Bryan Henry, Mathias Wilkie, Cecil 
St. Jules, Jeremiah Hyacinth and Amb. Keith St. 
Aimee.

DIABETES & WEIGHT  
MANAGEMENT CENTER

E A S T E R N  P K W Y

PA R K  P L A C EB R O O K LY N  
M U S E U M

PA R K  P L A C E
S H U T T L E  T R A I N
S TAT I O N  G R A N D  A R M Y

P L A Z A

B R O O K LY N
C H I L D R E N ’ S  
M U S E U M

B
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D
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.

F R A N K L I N  AV E .
T R A I N  S TAT I O N

1423 BEDFORD AVENUE   
BROOKLYN, NY 11216-3840

PHONE 718-773-0883  
FAX 718-773-3728   
WWW.ELKMEDNY.COM

VISIT OUR NEW PROSPECT HEIGHTS FACILITY

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)
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By Tequila Minsky
Children of the past gen-

eration of Haitian immi-
grants are firmly planted in 
American culture with ties 
and culture also rooted in 
Haiti. These first-genera-
tion Americans are young 
adults up through their 40s 
or more.

As they get older, many 
of these Haitians, born 
here, feel an increasing 
need for a deeper connec-
tion with their heritage. 
Some realize they have a 
limited facility with their 
parents’ native tongue. 
Others are seeking more 
cultural connections.  

F i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n 
Haitian–American Patricia 
Phillipe fits into this cat-
egory. She began to feel 
she wanted more culture 
contact and decided to do 
something about it. Mid-
June last year, Phillipe 
started a Kreyol-speaking 
meetup group (organized 
online for those with shared 
interests to form offline 
clubs). Phillipe’s meetup 
is: Ann Pale Kreyol, “Let’s 
Speak  Haitian Kreyol” 

http://www.meetup.com/
Ann-Pale-Kreyol/. 

By now, more than 75 
are registered. Those who 
have joined post their 
interests on the site–want-
ing to learn, to strengthen, 
and speak Kreyol. Others 
express  interest in want-
ing to explore roots, con-
nect with people of Haitian 
descent, network or be 
more involved with the 
Haitian community. 

“We, up to 12 people, 
meet about twice a month, 
usually at a restaurant 
for dinner and we speak 
Kreyol,” Patricia said. 
“Sometimes, we meet at 
Haiti events, frequently, 
those that are organized by 
Haiti Cultural Exchange.” 

C a n a r s i e - r e s i d e n t 
Wynnie Lamour studied 
Spanish and linguists as an 
undergrad and got a Masters 
degree in urban affairs and 
community development. 
When she isn’t teach-
ing college mathemat-
ics at Hostos Community 
College,  Wynnie teaches 
Haitian Kreyol.  

Her one-hour group 
class of five to eight per-
sons in Clinton Hill has 
been meeting since August. 
“I have 25 lessons,” she 
said that include games, 
I-spy, crossword puzzles 
and conversation. She also 
gives private lessons. She 
has Haitian-American stu-
dents. 

Lamour began to share 
Haitian culture at the 
Brooklyn Brainery, a cent-
er for inexpensive classes in 

Carroll Gardens, where she 
first taught Kreyol cook-
ing.” We made “boulet”, 
meatballs, and “diri djon 
djon”, black rice, Lamour 
extols. “The Brooklyn 
Brainery was a great sup-
porter when I was first 
starting out.” 

In addition to her lan-
guage classes, Wynnie 
wanted to try something 
different, an afternoon of 
culture and language. 

Partnering with Patricia 
Phillipe, who brought some 
of her “meetup” compadres, 
and Haiti Cultural Exchange 
that spread the word, last 
month, Wynnie conduct-
ed a three-hour “Haitian 
Kreyol Workshop.” 

Thirteen, mostly women, 
showed up in lower 
Manhattan at the Park51 
Community Center, which 
is open to all kinds of com-
munity activities, for a taste 
of Haitian cultural emer-
sion. Starting with a snack 
of Haitian herring and cas-
save, varied activities kept 
things lively and the anxi-
ety of learning a new lan-
guage to a minimum. At 

times, participants worked 
with partners, a chance to 
get to know someone new 
while sharing the learn-
ing challenges. Speaking 
was not effortless for the 
“advanced beginners,” but 
everyone was pretty much 
in the same boat and the 
exercises were fun.

The afternoon work-
shop ended with a short 

slideshow on Haitian art 
before the students got to 
eat Haitian meatballs and 
black rice. Haitian and 
Haitian-Americans made 
up one-third of the cross-
generational group.

Lamour wants to expand 
this into an intensive expe-
rience and is now develop-
ing a full day workshop for 
June or July. 

Haitian-Americans seek cultural connection

Students had to talk in kreyol about their partner. 
Patricia Phillipe (right) is the founder of the Ann Pale 
Kreyol-Let’s Speak Haitian Kreyol- meetup.
 Photos by Tequila Minsky

Language teacher Wynnie 
Lamour challenging the 
students with the next 
fun exercise.

Tito Soto likes to see people working, 
especially in these dif�c�lt ti�es� So 
when he decided it was ti�e to reno-
vate his entire ho�e, he was glad to 
hire a crew of constr�ction workers 
who were h�ngry for new work�
“They�re�very hardworking g�ys,� 
said Soto, who learned plenty abo�t 
hard work d�ring his 	
-year career 
with the �T�� “
�� happy to be p�t-
ting people to work with the way the 
econo�y is� 
 told the� every day, 
�
�� glad to see yo� g�ys working���
Soto didn�t select the crew fro� �ew 
�ork �onstr�ction all on his own� 
The co�pany was pre-screened for 
hi� by the gro�p that helped �ake 
the entire project — and the jobs it 
created — possible� Ho�sing �eha-
bilitation �ssistance �H����
H�� is helping ho�eowners all over 
the city and �ong 
sland to co�-
plete the ho�e renovations of their 
drea�s� The H�� s�cceeds by not 
only screening for the best contrac-
tors b�t by working with banks to 
get the loans and by �nding e�tra 
�nancial assistance for clients who 
��alify� They also �se ta� breaks that 
co�e with energy-ef�cient door and 
window treat�ents, and new ins�la-
tion to save� �ost i�portantly, they 
ens�re the job is always done right 
by holding contractors� pay�ents 
in escrow �ntil clients certify that 

they�re absol�tely satis�ed�
“The services offered by the H�� e�-
tend beyond j�st �nancial assistance 
for ho�e i�prove�ent projects,� an 
ad�inistrator with the progra� e�-
plains� “�e have i�ple�ented n��er-
o�s processes to ens�re that projects 
co�pleted by H��-approved con-
tractors are done to the ho�eowner�s 
satisfaction��

Soto�s ho�e, b�ilt in ��
� in the �ron�, 
provides a perfect e�a�ple of how �tili�-
ing H�� can help any ho�eowner� �or 
years, the ho�se had a roof that leaked, a 
drafty foyer, so�e bad !oor joists and a 
s�all kitchen that needed a �odern �ake-
over�
Soto wasn�t looking to �pgrade the ho�e 
he�s lived in for 
" years j�st for hi�self� 
�ollowing his da�ghter and grandchil-
dren�s �ove to the s�b�rbs, he�s decided 
it�s getting near ti�e to sell� So, he needed 
�ore c�rb appeal and a �ore inviting in-
terior�
“
�� ��ing it �p for the ne�t owner,� he 
said� “
t�s co�y and 
 love it, and if it wasn�t 
for the snow and the grass and everything 
else, 
�d stay here� ��t 
 don�t need a ho�se� 

t�s j�st �e# the kids are gone, and it�s ti�e 
to �ove on��
The H��-approved workers began by re-
placing the roof to �� those pesky leaks� 

nside, the kitchen now feat�res new gran-
ite co�ntertops and co�ple�entary !oor 
tiles in soft, eye- pleasing earth tones, real-
wood cabinets, a glea�ing stainless steel 
stove and a new door, a�ongst other new 
a�enities�

t�s not j�st the parts yo� see that have 
been �pgraded� The H��-approved crew 
re�oved and replaced all the walls, the 
!oor, the joists below it and the ceiling� 
�eca�se the ho�e had settled over the 
years, when they replaced the rafters they 

also raised the !oor� They then lifted the 
ceiling a little, allowing those new wood 
cabinets to �t� 
That�s how it is with the contractors H�� 
s�pports — they respond to whatever 
�ni��e needs a client has�

n the foyer, the crew re�oved the old 
ceiling, walls and front windows� They 
replaced any rotted bea�s beca�se of the 
leak and p�t in a bea�tif�l new bay win-
dow that gives the ho�e�s c�rb appeal a 
�ajor boost�

“
t�s a tre�endo�s difference,� Soto said� 
“�itho�t a do�bt, j�st seeing it adds val�e 
to the ho�se��

�ike �any H�� clients, Soto fo�nd o�t 
abo�t the progra� thro�gh a card that 
ca�e in the �ail� $eciding it was worth 
checking o�t, he called and �et with H�� 
representatives, who e�plained how the 
progra� works�
“They were very a�iable,� he said� “They 
�ake yo� feel co�fortable, beca�se it is a 
big invest�ent��
He received �nancial assistance for the 
window treat�ents and help with getting 
the loan that covered �ost of the project, 
and has re�ained in to�ch with his H�� 
representative as the work contin�es�
“
 wo�ld reco��end the� to anybody,� 
Soto said�
T����������	
�������
�	
��
�����������	������
�	�	�
�	���
���	��
���������
���������
������������
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A New Level of Style and Comfort
Transit retiree gives his home a makeover, thanks to Housing Rehabilitation Assistance
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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It would have been nice to report that Mick Jagger batted 
a thousand runs or that the front man for Britain’s most 
popular music group rocked the twin island of Trinidad & 
Tobago when he visited recently.

Fact is, the Rollingstones’ lead singer yielded to athletes 
competing in the West Indies vs. Australia Digicel 2012 
Series by taking a front seat at Queens Park Oval in the 
capital city where a one-day cricket match highlighted the 
Caribbean schedule.

The rock legend joined Niall Dorrian, Digicel CEO and 
fans of the sport to watch the game on the first day of the 
Test match in Port-of-Spain.

The first leg of the series kicked off last month in St. 
Vincent before going to St. Lucia, Barbados, Trinidad and 
Dominica. 

The second half of the series pits the West Indies against 
New Zealand. 

The tentative dates for the New Zealand tour begin July 1 
through to Aug. 2. 

Visit http://cwc.digicelcricket.com/matches

African Film Fest Spotlights Barack’s Sister 
‘Auma Obama’ & ‘Mama Africa’

The African Film Festival continues to project enlighten-
ing and compelling images from the continent until May 
28. 

Presenting films from South Africa, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Nigeria, The Congo, Morocco, Niger, Zimbabwe, Sudan, 
Algeria, Cameroon and Kenya, the festival has premiered 
numerous features and documentaries foreign to the 
Hollywood industry and alien to patrons who frequently visit 
cinemas. Among the offerings already screened -- “Mama 
Africa,” a musical foray with Miriam Makeba, the singer 
acclaimed to be the nurturer from South Africa and mother 
who represented the entire continent. 

A second highlight features “The Education of Auma 
Obama.” 

Making its New York debut, the 79-minute documentary 
spotlights the older, half sister of President Barack Obama for 
an up-close and personal expose she fully participated in pre-
senting. The thrust of the film focuses on the Kenyan home-
steader following her to Germany where she studied and lived 
for 16 years before moving and marrying in England.

However, the film also devotes time to establish her fam-
ily, which comprises many aunts, cousins, nieces, a father 
and her world-famous half brother.

Auma met her brother for the first time in the 1980’s 
when he was an activist in Chicago. They had been cor-
responding through the mail and she expressed a desire to 
meet. He accepted her initiative and invited her for a visit.

It was after that first encounter that Auma decided she 
would mount her own overseas campaign to help elect her 
younger brother to serve in the Illinois senate.

Americans will be surprised to see the celebrations 
which ensued after the son of a Kenyan spoke at the 2004 
Democratic Convention and even more jubilant Nov. 2008 
when he was elected the first Black president of the United 
States.

The star spangled banner seemed to be raised high-
est throughout Nairobi and cardboard images of Barack 
Obama gave presence during ceremonial rituals and cam-
paign watch sessions monitored on television.

And while the focus is Auma, her dedication to her family 
and the country she seems to incorporate any relative that 
impact her active lifestyle.

Auma exhibits strength, ambition and perseverance 
despite gender inhibitors. 

Auma defied her father’s dominance to pursue educa-
tion. 

Similarly, Makeba defied her nation by speaking out 
against its atrocities to explain apartheid to delegates at the 
United Nations. Reportedly, she was the first to do so. 

Mostly regarded as a singer who recorded “Pata Pata” and 
the “Click Song,” Makeba was also acclaimed for fashioning 
African garb, exotic performances and banding with Harry 
Belafonte to promote cultural diversity and appreciation of 
African music.

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Mick Jagger rocks T&T Queens Park Oval

From left, Digicel CEO, Niall Dorrian, former President 
of WIPA Dinanath Ramnarine; cricketing legend, 
Lance Gibbs, Mick Jagger, West Indies cricket leg-
ends, Clive Lloyd and Desmond Haynes. 
 Photo courtesy of Digicel
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Ticketmaster.cTi k ttmaster.com | 877-250-2929k t t m | 877 250 2929| 877 250 2929
RICHARD RODGERS THEATRERE,  226 West 46th Street 226 West 46th Street

PorgyAndBessOnBroadway.com • BroadwaysBestShows.com

 TICKETS AS  
LOW AS $67

With our Plantain Crusted Snapper,
Sorrel Martini and live music,

Sugarcane is the only place to be on
Mother’s Day

Join us for a special 3-course prix-fixe brunch
beginning at 12:00pm or,

a stylish a la carte dinner at 4:00pm

Reserve Early! 

Please Call (718) 230-3954
238 Flatbush Avenue at Bergen Street in Brooklyn

Happy Mother’s Day!
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By Deardra Shuler
Filmmaker Mariette 

Monpierre recently show-
cased her first feature film 
“ELZA” at the Walter Reade 
Theatre in Lincoln Center 
in Manhattan as part of the 
African Film Festival.

A French Guadeloupean 
filmmaker, producer and 
director, Monpierre was born 
in Guadeloupe but raised 
in Paris. Educated at the 
Sorbonne at the University 
of Paris, Smith College in 
Massachusetts and NYU in 
N.Y., she later worked at 
the renowned ad agency, 
BBD&O, before venturing 
into the world of filmmak-
ing.  Byron Lewis, chairman 
of the African American 
owned Uniworld advertising 
agency acted as a consultant 
on Ms. Monpierre’s film.

“ELZA” is the first nar-
rative by a Guadeloupean 
female director and thus 

it is noteworthy that Ms. 
Monpierre’s film won three 
awards at the Pan African 
Film Festival in Los Angles. 
Ms. Monpierre won The 
Best Director First Feature: 
Special Jury Recognition – 
Feature Narrative at PAFF/
LA; The Festival Choice 
Award at the Pan African Film 
Festival-British Academy 

 

The Tribeca Film Festival 
(TFF) which began April 
19 with more than 85 full-
length films, programs of 
shorts, panels and related 
events runs until April 
29. As the Festival nears 
its end, the free commu-
nity family festival will be 
held Saturday, April 28 
from 10:00-6:00 p.m. on 
Greenwich Street, north 
of Chambers St. The day 
will be filled with street 
games and activities, live 
Broadway performances, 
arts and craft, storytelling, 
free screenings for all the 
family to enjoy. 

For all to enjoy and free, 
the outdoor “Drive-In” 
films at the World Financial 
Center are part of the 
Festival, with live music at 
7:00 p.m. and film screen-

ings at about 8:15 p.m.,with 
particular perks for  the 
kids such as giveaways and 
contests.  

Along with the narratives 
and docs theatrical screen-
ings, for the third year, 
four terrific films from the 
TFF schedule of films are 
streamed online free fol-

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Marley is a wonderfully-
revealing, warts-and-all tribute 
to the human spirit of a Rasta 
rock god!’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 33

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

APOLLO APOLLO 
GALAGALA

By John Marrast
Stars of Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater, gifted young danc-
ers from The Ailey School and, for 
the first time ever, talented students 
from AileyCamp will come together 
for a spectacular one-night perform-
ance on Tuesday, May 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

on the Apollo stage. 
Led by new Artistic Director 

Robert Battle, the Spring Gala Benefit 
performance will be at the Apollo 
Theater (253 W 125th St., between 
7th & 8th avenues). A gala party with 
festive dress, décor and dancing to 
music by DJ Ruckus will conclude 

the 10th annual celebration.
“Ailey At The Apollo” will honor 

Leslie Maheras, a member of Ailey’s 
Board of Trustees, and her husband 
Tom Maheras for their support and 
commitment to the Ailey organiza-
tion, and for their leadership in the 

Continued on next page

Concert to benefit Concert to benefit 
Ailey Arts In Ailey Arts In 

Education Education 
Programs  Programs  

Tribeca Film Fest 
in its 11th year

Absentee fathers

A scene from “Baseball 
in the time of Cholera.”
 Photo courtesy of Tribeca Film Festival

Mariette Monpierre.

AAADT’s Rachael McLaren and Kirven James Boyd. Photo by Andrew Eccles
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broader cultural and educational com-
munity. 

The honorary chair is R&B sensa-
tion and six-time Grammy winner, Toni 
Braxton. With more than 40 million 
albums sold worldwide, Braxton is rec-
ognized as one of the most outstanding 
voices of this generation. Today, she is 

enjoying huge success with her Braxton 
Family Values reality show on the WE 
network. 

Sponsored by FedEx Corporation, gala 
co-chairs are Lynne and Anthony M. 
Carvette, David E. Monn, and Almaz and 
Marc Strachan and vice chairs are Judith 
Byrd, Catherine Davis, and Pamela Zilly 
and John Schaefer.

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
will perform highlights from “Home,” 
hip-hop choreographer Rennie Harris’ 
bold new work inspired by stories of peo-
ple living with or affected by HIV; Artistic 
Director Robert Battle’s “Takademe,” 
which mixes humor and high-flying 
movement in a savvy deconstruction of 
Indian Kathak dance rhythms; and reper-

tory classic, “Escapades,” by Alvin Ailey. 
Students, ages six to 23, will also show-

case their talents and the breadth of 
The Ailey School’s program in perform-
ance excerpts before they join Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater in the finale 
of Alvin Ailey’s timeless masterpiece, 
“Revelations.”

Gala proceeds will support The Ailey 
School’s Scholarship Program, for prom-
ising young students who would other-
wise be unable to pursue professional 
training, and Ailey Arts In Education and 
Community Programs, which annually 
serve more than 100,000 young people, 
including AileyCamp- the innovative, 
full-scholarship program that uses the art 
of dance as a means to help young people 
stretch their minds, bodies and spirits. 

In celebration of the 10th annual 
Spring Gala Benefit, attendees will wit-
ness the impact of their charitable dona-
tions firsthand through a special per-
formance by AileyCamp. Youthful talent 
from AileyCamp Washington Heights and 
Newark will move guests with a perform-
ance inspired by Robert Battle’s explosive 
work, “The Hunt,” complete with live 
drums and original choreography.

After the performance, the present and 
future stars of Ailey will join guests to 
dine and dance at a festive gala party with 
music provided by DJ Ruckus – America’s 
most in-demand celebrity deejay. A super-
star deejay for the better part of a decade, 
DJ Ruckus has routinely performed at 
private parties hosted by the world’s big-
gest stars, including Diddy, Kanye West, 
Christina Aguilera, Magic Johnson, and 
Steven Tyler. 

lowing their premiere 
screenings. 

Two captivating docu-
mentaries taking place in 
foreign lands shouldn’t be 
missed in the theater or 
free online. “The Russian 
Winter” that premiered 
April 20 at Loews Village, is 
about Brooklyn-born John 
Forte’s two-month concert 
tour, which takes place in 
a very snowy Russia. The 
singer/songwriter’s back-
story including his contri-
bution with the Fugees and 
16-year prison sentence for 
drug possession (he served 
half!) is woven into the 
film. 

“Town of Runners” that 
premiered April 19 at the 
Clearview is free, streaming 
on-line. It is a fascinating 
documentary about a small 
rural town in Ethiopia, 
home to numerous Olympic 
champion long-distance 
runners and the struggles 
of two teenage-track hope-
fuls. For on-line info: http://
www.tribecafilm.com/tribe-
caonline/about.html

Films on the schedule 
run the gamut of subject 
and locale and are local, 
urban, national and inter-
national.

Of special note is “Una 
Noche,” filmed entirely in 
Cuba with untrained actors 
playing the leads. The writ-
er/director, American Lucy 
Mulloy spent years in Cuba 
researching the subject for 
this film, her first feature, 
and seeking out those who 
would play the characters. 
“Una Noche” is about the 
energy of youth and their 

desperation living in Cuba. 
Mentored by Spike Lee, the 
director received many pro-
duction awards and grants 
that helped enable her to 
make the film.  Three actors 
are traveling from Cuba 
for the screenings.  There 
will be four screenings at 
Clearview Cinema.

New York-based Haitian-
American filmmaker 
Patricia Benoit’s long-
awaited first feature “Stones 
in the Sun” had its world 
premiere on Sunday, 4/22  
at the Clearview Cinema in 
Chelsea. The filmmaker’s 
intention was to go beyond 
the headlines reflect-
ing Haiti and present the 
complexities of the Haitian 
experience. The film is 
named for the Haitian prov-
erb that translates “stones 
in the water don’t know 
the suffering of stones in 
the sun.” 

Another Haitian film 
included in the “Help 
Wanted” program of Shorts, 
the 27-minute documenta-
ry, “Baseball in the Time of 
Cholera,”  premiered April 
21 at AMC Loews. The film 
is the story of Joseph, a 
young baseball player, and 
Mario Joseph, the Haitian 
lawyer fighting for compen-
sation from the U.N. for the 
victims of Haiti’s cholera 
epidemic. The two stories 
intersect as the epidemic 
spreads in the struggle for 
survival and justice. 

The website tribecafilm.
com lists the entire sched-
ule of films, venues, pan-
els, outdoor activities and 
other events related to the 
Festival. 
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Tuskegee
Lionel Richie                                                               

Making Mirrors
Gotye                                                                                              

New Life
Monica                                                                                                                  

21
Adele                                                                                                                      

My Head Is An Animal
Of Monsters And Men                                                                                                              

Boys & Girls
Alabama Shakes                                                      

Pink Friday: Roman Reloaded
Nicki Minaj                                                                                             

Slipstream
Bonnie Raitt                                                                            

All American
Hoodie Allen     

Up All Night
One Direction                                                                          

We Are Young
Fun. Feat. Janelle Monae

Glad You Came
The Wanted

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Part of Me
Katy Perry

Take Care
Drake Feat. Rihanna

Wild Ones
Flo Rida Feat. Sia

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

Somebody That I Used to Know
Gotye Feat. Kimbra

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

Starships
Nicki Minaj

Continued from previous page

Family festival

Ailey’s fund raising concert

of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA/
LA); and The Festival Programmers’ 
Award – Narrative PAFFA/LA.

“I was so surprised when I heard 
my name called during the Awards 
Ceremony. I went up, accepted the 
award and returned to my seat. Then I 
heard my name called again. I started 
to cry. I couldn’t believe it!  Once 
again, I accepted my award and went 
back to my seat and then unbeliev-
ably, I heard my name called for 
yet a third time. I was so happy. I 
couldn’t thank everyone enough for 
their involvement in the making of 
“ELZA.”  It really was a labor of love 
and I am so delighted that my films 
won awards and were nominated in 
various movie categories,” said the 
ebullient filmmaker.

Through her film, “ELZA,” the 
story of a young Caribbean woman 
in search of her father, filmmaker 
Mariette Monpierre speaks out on 
behalf of young children whose fathers, 
for whatever reason, are absent from 
their families. Ms. Monpierre reveals 
through her character “ELZA,” the 
impact not having a father in the 
home has on children. A semi-auto-

biography, Mariette’s film speaks on 
behalf of the many fatherless children 
and the fantasies they conjure about 
the fathers they never knew. “Elza” 
seeks to make her deep desires, fan-
tasies and dreams about the shadowy 
figure who occupies much of her 
thoughts a reality. Thus, she journeys 
to the lush island of Guadeloupe in 
the French West Indies to find the 
most important man in her life.

“I was very anxious to meet my 
absentee father,” explained the 
producer of her own experience. 
“Guadeloupe is a small island where 
everyone knows one another, so I was 
able to find him. I was very excited and 
young, so perhaps I didn’t handle it in 
the best way. I called my father. His 
wife answered the phone. I blurted out 
that I thought her husband was my 
father. She was very nice and said she 
understood. She invited me to meet 
her children and my father. I guess 
I had many expectations. However, 
when I finally met my father, he 
looked at me and said he didn’t think 
he could be my father because my 
hair was too kinky,” recalled the petite 
artist of her only in-person encounter 
with her father. 

Continued from previous page

Mariette’s semi-autobiography

Continued from previous page

Untrained actors play the main characters in “Una 
Noche” filmed in Cuba by American writer/director 
Lucy Malloy. They will be present at the screenings.
 Photo courtesy of Tribeca Film FestivalEvent honorees Leslie and Thomas 

Maheras.  Photo by Julie Skarratt
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By Kam Williams
When most people think 

of Bob Marley, what prob-
ably comes to mind is reg-
gae, Jamaica and marijuana. 
But how did a street urchin 
raised by a teen-mom in a 
country shack with no elec-
tricity manage to become 
a beloved icon admired all 
over the world?         

That little-known side of 
Bob’s life story is the sub-

ject of “Marley,” an inti-
mate biopic produced by his 
son, Ziggy, and directed by 
Scotsman Kevin Macdonald. 
Because of the participation 
in the project of so many 
relatives, friends and col-
leagues, the picture paints 
a fascinating portrait, which 
fully fleshes out its subject, 
thereby resisting the temp-
tation of merely placing him 
on a pedestal.           

At the point of departure 
we learn that Robert Nesta 
Marley was born in 1945 to 
Cedella Malcolm, a young 
local gal, and Captain Norval 
Marley, a British planta-
tion overseer already in his 
60s. Bob never really knew 
his father or the rest of the 
Marleys, a prominent fam-
ily with a construction busi-
ness on the island. In fact, 
his request for financial help 

to kickstart his career was 
rebuffed out of hand by his 
relatively-rich white rela-
tions.

Rejection was a recurring 
theme during Bob’s forma-
tive years, when he was 
teased as a “half-caste” by 
other boys for being mixed. 
And he was equally unpopu-
lar with the opposite sex, 
since “Every girl’s dream in 
Jamaica was to have a tall, 
dark boyfriend.” He was even 
abandoned by his mom who 
moved to America while he 
was still in his teens.         

Fortunately, Bob eventu-
ally found salvation through 
a love of music and the 
embrace of the Rastafarian 
community. Seeing his gui-
tar as a way out of poverty, 
he let his hair grow while 
writing popular songs about 
equality, world peace, and 

cannabis, which is consid-
ered a sacred herb by the 
dreadlocked adherents of his 
pot-smoking religion.          

After struggling to make 
it for over a decade while get-
ting ripped-off by unscrupu-
lous producers and promot-
ers, Marley finally landed his 
big break in 1973 when he 
and the Wailers signed with 
Island Records. The group 
went on to record such hits 
as “One Love,” “Jammin’,” 
“No Woman No Cry,” “I Shot 
the Sheriff,” “Redemptive 
Song,” “Get Up, Stand Up,” 
“Stir It Up” and “Is This 
Love?” to name a few.           

The 2½ hour combina-
tion concert/interview flick 
allocates a decent portion 
of time to archival footage 
of The Wailers’ performing 
many of the aforementioned 
anthems. Attention is also 

devoted to the reflections of 
folks like Bob’s widow, Rita, 
who talks about how she 
was really more his guardian 
angel than his wife.           

After all, he had 11 chil-
dren by seven different 

women and often needed 
help juggling his groupies 
and baby-mamas. As Bob’s 
attorney, Diane Jobson, 
explains it, her client con-
sidered himself faithful to 
God, if not his spouse.

Among Marley’s many 
lovers was gorgeous Cindy 
Breakspeare, Miss Jamaica 
1976, who went on to win 
the Miss World title. Not 
so lucky was Pascaline 
Ondimba, the daughter 
of the African nation of 
Gabon’s prime minister. 
She recounts how Bob had 
called her “ugly” because 
she straightened her hair, 
and had encouraged her to 
cultivate and appreciate her 
natural beauty.        

A wonderfully-revealing, 
warts-and-all tribute to the 
human spirit of a Rasta rock 
god!

“Marley”
Excellent (4 stars)
Pated PG-13 for violent 
images, mature themes 
and cannabis consump-
tion.
Running time: 145 
minutes
Distributor: Magnolia 
Pictures

96 Minutes (R for vio-
lence and pervasive profan-
ity) Fact-based crime thriller 
about a couple of college 
coeds (Brittany Snow and 
Christian Serratos) who find 
themselves carjacked and kid-
napped by a wannabe gang-
ster (J. Michael Trautmann) 
with a reluctant accomplice 
(Evan Ross). With David 
Oyelowo, Sylvia Jeffries and 
Hosea Chanchez. 

The Broken Tower 
(Unrated) James Franco stars 
in this bittersweet biopic 
recounting the abbreviated 
life and career of Hart Crane 
(1899-1932), a celebrated gay 
poet who took his own life by 
jumping off an ocean liner 
right after being assaulted for 
making a pass at a crew mem-
ber. Support cast includes 
Michael Shannon, Stacey 
Miller and Vince Jolivette.   

Citizen Gangster 
(Unrated) Diminished 
dreams saga, set in the wake 
of World War II, revisiting 
the real-life exploits of Eddie 
Boyd (Scott Speedman), a 
decorated Army veteran 
who began robbing banks 
to support his family when 
his fledgling acting career 
failed to pan out. Featuring 
Kelly Riley, Kevin Durand 
and Brian Cox. 

Dolphin Boy (Unrated) 
Overcoming-the-odds docu-
mentary, set in Israel, about 
an Arab teenager left mute 

by a brutal beatdown who 
makes a miraculous recov-
ery after his therapist pre-
scribes a rehab regimen that 
involves swimming with 
dolphins in the Red Sea for 
four weeks. (In Hebrew and 
Arabic with subtitles) 

Elles (NC-17 for explicit 
sexuality) Juliette Binoche 
stars in this midlife crisis 
drama about a Parisian jour-
nalist inspired to reevalu-
ate her own sexuality while 
researching an article about 
college coeds who enjoy 
supporting themselves by 
moonlighting as prostitutes. 
With Anais Demoustier, 
Joanna Kulig and Louis-Do 
de Lencquesaing. (In French 
and Polish with subtitles) 

The Giant Mechanical 
Man (PG-13 for sexuality 
and brief profanity) Quirky 
romantic comedy about 
a soft-spoken zookeeper 
(Jenna Fischer) who falls for 
a struggling street performer 
(Chris Messina) in spite of 
pressure from her domineer-
ing sister (Malin Akerman) 
to date a pompous, self-help 
guru (Topher Grace). With 
Lucy Punch, Bob Odenkirk 
and Rich Sommer.   

Headhunters (R for nudity, 
graphic sexuality and grue-
some violence) Multi-layered 
mystery, set in Norway, 
about a corporate headhunt-
er (Aksel Hennie) who risks 
his career to steal a priceless 
painting by Rubens from a 
well-heeled client (Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau). With Julie 
Olgaard, Eivind Sander and 
Synnove Macody Lund. (In 
Norwegian and Danish with 
subtitles) 

The Highest Pass (Unrated) 
Fate-tempting documentary 
about Adam Schomer, a defi-
ant 27-year-old who takes to 
riding a motorcycle around 
the Himalayas without a hel-
met after an Indian guru pre-
dicts his imminent, untimely 
demise in an automobile 
accident. 

Inventing Our Life 
(Unrated) Communal liv-
ing documentary examin-
ing the rise and decline of 
Israel’s 100-year-old Kibbutz 
Movement. 

Payback (Unrated) Screen 
adaptation of visionary 
Margaret Atwood’s game-
changing rumination of the 
same name explores various 
forms of debt: not only eco-

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

nomic, but societal, spiritu-
al, environmental, personal 
and criminal.   

Restless City (R for drug 
use and brief sexuality) New 
York City tale of survival 

about an African immigrant 
(Sy Alassane) who sells boot-
legged CDs on the street of 
Manhattan while trying to 
make it as a musician and 
encouraging his hooker girl-

friend (Sky Grey) to find a 
respectable line of work. With 
Herve Diese, Ger Duany and 
Danai Gurira. (In English, 
French, Wolof and Yoruba 
with subtitles)

Revealing biopic of revered Reggae icon

Bob Marley in a scene 
from “Marley,” a Magnolia 
Pictures release. 

STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 27
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text FYE with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 
No charge from 43KIX, std. rates may apply. Text HELP for info.

AN APATOW/STOLLER GLOBAL SOLUTIONS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA “THE FIVE-YEAR ENGAGEMENT”A NICHOLAS STOLLER FILM JASON SEGEL
MICHAEL ANDREWSMUSIC

BYEMILY BLUNT RHYS IFANS CHRIS PRATT ALISON BRIE PRODUCED
BY JUDD APATOW NICHOLAS STOLLER RODNEY ROTHMANJASON SEGELRICHARD VANEEXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS

NICHOLAS STOLLERJASON SEGEL &WRITTEN
BY NICHOLAS STOLLERDIRECTED

BY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

Scholarship Luncheon The Girls High 
School Alumnae Assn. is holding their Annual 
Scholarship Luncheon celebrating 25 years of 
“Sharing The Legacy” and will award honors 
and scholarships to graduating seniors, 12 noon 
- 4:00 p.m. at Bethany Baptist Church, 460 
Marcus Garvey Blvd., Brooklyn. For tickets and 
information, call (718) 789-3996 or (718) 778-
0677. Vendors welcome. Call for information.

Push 4 Peace Hot 97 Street Soldiers, Bronx 
Boro President Ruben Diaz, Jr. & Norman 
Seabrook, COBA, presents The Bronx Push 4 
Peace Festival and Hot 97FM Live Show, featur-
ing Live Hot97 DJ, artist open mic competition, 
information fair, Street Soldiers Town Hall live 
show, free prizes and refreshments, celebrity 
guests including hip hop artists and sports 
stars, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at The Hostos 
Arts Center at Hostos Community College, 500 
Grand Concourse at 149 St., Bronx. Free and 
open to the public.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29

Dance/Happy Hour Dancewave is hosting 
the Bhangra Dance Happy Hour featuring a 
free, 45-minute Bhangra demo class followed 
by mango lassi drinks and an informal talk with 
instructor Roshani Thakore about the social 
tradition and Bollywood influences behind The 
Massal Bhangra Workout, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. at Dancewave, 45 Fourth Ave. and Dean 
St., Brooklyn. Regular classes are held every 
Sunday. For more information, visit dancewave.
org/school_adults.php.

Street Fair The Church Avenue BID and the 
70th Precinct Community Council presents the 
2012 Church Avenue Street Fair, Church Ave. 
from E 10 St. to Argyle Rd., 12 noon - 6:00 
p.m. featuring a children’s corner, Z Spot Salon, 
Pawsitive Veterinary Clinics, magic show, great 
shopping, good food and more. For information, 
call (718) 282-2500 ext. 63237.

Thanksgiving Concert Fine Art Singers of 
N.Y. in thanksgiving for 25 years of Music Min-
istry presents “Matanatha!” featuring conductor 
Dr. Verna Green along with solo performances 
as well as performances on the pipe organ, 
strings, timpani, and trumpet, 5:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 3714 Ave. 
D, between E. 37 & 38 streets, Brooklyn. For 
tickets and information, call (718) 209-2439.

Empowerment Sunday Bridge St. 
Development Corp. and the Coalition for the 
Improvement of Bed-Stuy announces the 
third Annual Empowerment Sunday featuring 
50 participating churches who, after worship 
services, will provide information on foreclosure 
prevention, financial counseling, employment 
services, homebuyers’ assistance, legal aid and 

Health Film Festival featuring Burning Blossom, 
Mental Illness is Not a Crime, The Intervention-
ists, Georgia Crises Intervention Team, Voices 
of Hope and Recovery and Crazy and Proud, 
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at St. Francis College, 
182 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights. For informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, call Carla at (212) 
780-1400 ext. 7726.

Benefi t Concert Daddy Rocker Rocks for 
Autism, a benefit concert to raise money for 
Autism Speaks, featuring the Meyer Rossabi 
Band, Off the Record, and Daddy Rocker and 
The Brooklyn South Band, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 
p.m. at Tamaqua Marina Bar & Grill, 84 Ebony 
Court, Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn. Donation: $20 
Adults; $10 Children 12 & under (for safety rea-
sons children must be supervised). For group 
rates and questions, contact John at tdrna@
verizon.net.

A Garden Party The Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107 St., Corona, Queens, 
is throwing a Garden Party on May 5 and 6 
featuring Mona’s Hot Four with vocalist Tamar 
Korn on Saturday and the Queens College Hot 5 
on Sunday. The free event will also offer house 
tours, live jazz, sample red beans ‘n rice, swing 
dancing and raffles. For information & sched-
ules, visit www.LouisArmstrongHouse.org.

ONGOING

Bullying Contest District Attorney Charles J. 
Hynes presents the second Annual Legal Lives 
Video Contest open to all Brooklyn students, 
grades 4-9.  Create a 90-second video on 
the topics of “Bullying” and “Cyperbullying” 
answering one of the following questions: What 
is Bullying?; What does a bully look like?; What 
should you do if you are being bullied?; How 
does being bullied make you feel?; and How 
can you stop a bully?, using pictures, music, 
skits and interviews then upload your com-
pleted video to YouTube. For complete details 
and instructions visit http://youtu.be/Y0dZH-
Pc1PyM. Deadline for all video submissions is 
June 1, 2012, 5:00 p.m. The winner will star 
as the Brooklyn DA for a day! For questions, 
email GRIPPOE@brooklynda.org or call the DA’s 
educational hotline at (718) 250-3395.

 
USA Soccer The T&T USA Soccer Assn. is 
now running the T&T Caribbean Cup Team to 
be played May - September 2012. Training will 
be held at Hamilton Field in Brooklyn, between 
Albany and E.N.Y. avenues on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6:00 p.m. and Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All interested parties, contact (347) 424-3235 
or (347) 365-7537.

USA Soccer T&T USA Soccer Assn. is holding 
a national trial for U-17 and U-20 for the T&T 
National Youth Teams. The U-17 tournament 
is to be held in T&T on July 3-11, 2012. For 
more information, call (347) 365-7537 or email 
ghotto1@optonline.net 

                                                                                                          
Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

more. For information on particpating churches 
and schedule of worship services visit www.
bsdcorp.org/events/empowermentsunday2012.

Jazz Band Brooklyn Center for the Performing 
Arts, 2900 Campus Road, presents The West 
Point Military Academy Band’s Jazz Knights 
featuring the best in big band favorites, popular 
music, and original compositions and arrange-
ments for jazz ensemble, 2:00 p.m. A free 
event for all ages. General admission, no tickets 
issued. For information, call (718) 951-4500.

THURSDAY, MAY 3

Waterfront Musum The antique barge that 
houses the Waterfront Museum will travel by 
tugboat to Tribeca’s Hudson River Park Pier 25 
for two weekends of fun maritime activity fea-
turing free open barge tours, a pirate show, a 
teen comic book launch, folk music, school vis-
its and two “tug and barge” fundraiser cruises. 
For schedule of events and more information, 
visit www.waterfrontmuseum.org/events or call 
David at (718) 624-4719.

FRIDAY, MAY 4

Blues and Rock & Roll The N.Y. Histori-
cal Society Museum and Library, 170 Central 
Park West, Manhattan presents a free concert, 
“The London Souls,” featuring Tash Neal and 
Christ St. Hilaire performing an exhilarating 
fusion of blues and rock and roll, 6:30 p.m. For 
information, call (212) 873-3400 or visit www.
nyhistory.org.

SATURDAY, MAY 5

Teddy Bear Clinic Area children are invited 
to bring their injured and sick teddy bears and 
other stuffed animals to our Teddy Bear Clinic 
to learn not to fear the Emergency Room ex-
perience and to decrease stress of visiting the 
ER. The toys will undergo mock triage, medical 
exams and x-rays by doctors, nurses and other 
clinical staff, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at Monte-
fiore Medical Center, North Hospital, Emergency 
Department, 600 East 233 St., between Bronx 
River Pkwy. and White Plains Rd., Bronx. For 
information, call (718) 920-9000.

Film Festival Community Access and 
NYAPRS present the eighth Annual NYC Mental 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteer readers are needed for the 
Mount Vernon Neighborhood Health Center 
Network Reach Out and Read Program at 
the Mount Vernon, Yonkers and Green-
burgh Health Center locations. Bilingual 
readers are helpful, but not required. Just 
a few hours a week reading to a child can 
make a difference for the child, the family 
and the community. For additonal informa-
tion or to volunteer, contact Ms. Eneida 
Rivera, director of Reach Out and Read at 
(914) 699-7200 ext. 1048.

Tai Chi
Stop. Breath. 

Relax. Join Tai Chi 
Easy, a wellness 
practice combin-
ing Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese 
healing, taught by 
Daniel Weicher, 
certified teacher in 
Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the Moore Street 
Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on Humbolt 
St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. Call 
(914) 673-6016 for information.
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills. 
We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles.  
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. Marks Painless Dental, you have 
a unique opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fillings, root canals or even the 
most extensive oral surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, 
where we make it our first priority to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and 
laughing gas is also available.

     Gum Treatment
       We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from 
       simple prophylaxis to advanced gum and bone surgery.

     Cosmetic Dentistry  
 White fillings at no extra cost  Laser Bleaching (takes only one hour) Bad breath treatment

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign 
Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. 
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate 
unnecessary extractions. We also do Invisalign treatment.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals

INITIAL CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

TIAL CONSULTAT TIOAA N
FREE

St. Marks 
Painless Dental

907 St. Marks Ave.
Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves. 

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Pediatric Dentist on 
Staff

OPEN
SUNDAY

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!
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By Nikki Sylvester Shelton
Explore these gems on land and in their incomparable 

underwater vistas. A cruise ship is more than a means of 
seeing these islands – it’s a floating island itself.

This famous Italian line features nine ships, sailing 
all over the world, each appropriately boasting a musical 
name.  However, one of the newest masterpieces cruis-
ing the Caribbean is MSC Poesia, which means poetry in 
Italian.  She is truly a poem of the ocean as she sails with 
powerful majesty across the iridescent Caribbean waters.  
For many passengers with Caribbean roots, this is a per-
fect opportunity to revisit their homeland and be proud.

In Fall 2012, Winter, Spring 2013, one has endless 
choices depending on the variety of islands one chooses.

These islands include: Pointe-a Pitre, Guadeloupe; Fort-
de-France, Martinque;  Bridgetown, Barbados; St. Thomas, 
U.S.Virgin Islands; Freeport, Nassau, Bahamas; Kralendijk. 
Bonaire; Oranjestad, Aruba; Cartagena,Colombia, South 
America; Cristobal, Panama; Falmouth, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica; San Juan, Puerto Rico; St. John’s, Antigua; 
Roseau, Dominica; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; Georgetown, 
Grand Cayman; Cozumel, Mexico; Roatan, Roatan Island, 
Honduras; King’s Wharf, Bermuda.

Unique Cruise Themes Offered
Along with the popular, famed music themes, MSC 

brings special events as classic comedy, festival at sea, hol-
iday cruises,acrobatic geniuses, Italian, jazz, slow, Latin, 
easy-listening music, etc. One of the most outstanding is 
MSC Hall-of-Famers lineup of baseball greats.  While the 
first cries of “play ball” were echoing in fields and dia-
monds across the nation, fans of the game found unique 
insight into the national pastime of this popular baseball 
theme cruise. People fans, admirers from all over the 
world come to meet these players, get their autographs 

both on photos and on baseballs purchased aboard, attend 
clinics, even play baseball with them on an improvised 
field on deck.

Also another unique great program, Blend Craft Wines, 
will bring guests special onboard guests winemaking and 
other wine-themed experiences.  A few include:

Winemaker Experience:
Guests create, bottle and label their own custom bottle 

of wine with the option of creating up to a case of their 
wine to take home.

Wine Tasting College:
A special designed series of individual 60-minute pro-

grams designed to educate guests in the world of wine.

Winemaker Dinner:
Combining the Winemaker Experience with an interac-

tive group dining event, guests make a minimum of two 
bottles of wine – one to take home and one to share in a 
blind tasting during the group dinner.

MSC Cruises has positioned itself as the consummate 
Italian cruise line. It’s a subsidiary of Mediterranean 
Shipping Company whose vessels have earned top honors 
for value and quality among cruise lines.

Although the ship has Italian officers and  managerial 
staff, a great majority of the crew is international, includ-
ing employees from the Caribbean, hence giving the 
cruise Italian and international ambiance.

Lasting Memories Of A Perfect Trip 
Warmth, friendliness among the staff and passengers 

radiate. Old friendships are renewed and new ones made.  
“Friendship is better than gold and special stones,” said 
the poet Longfellow. Associations made at sea always 

seem to have lasting qualities. No philosopher gives us the 
answer, but we believe the enormous expanse of the blue 
waters, star-studded skies cement these friendships. Many 
poignant songs are sung by performers and passengers 
but there is never an “Arrivederci” (goodbye) for the pleas-
ant memories will last forever. 

Cruising the Caribbean on a MSC Italian ship

Stan Bahnsen, the host and organizer of MSC base-
ball theme cruises.  Photo by Nikki Sylvester Shelton

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of suffi cient testosterone, and 
all are almost always signifi cantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement. Testosterone has been available 

by prescription for fi fty-seven years. Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and women.

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Martin Slavin, MD

718-444-7040

❖ Fatigue?
❖ Anxiety?
❖ Depression?
❖ Type II Diabetes?
❖ Vascular Diseases?

❖ Weight Gain?
❖ Confusion?
❖ Weakness?
❖ Osteoporosis?
❖ Shortness Of Breath?

❖ Lost Interest In Sex?
❖ Lack Of Self-Esteem?
❖ Lack Of Motivation?
❖ Poor Self-Confi dence
❖ Coronary Disease?

❖ Erectile Dysfunction?
❖ Sexual Discomfort?
❖ Lost Sexual Feelings?
❖ Heart Failure?
❖ Menstrual Cramps?

Testosterone defi ciency treatment 
is covered by most insurances.

Get your testosterone level checked!!!
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children
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74-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS, NEW YORK

1-877-247-1979
KOEPPELNISSAN.COM

*Prices include all incentives & rebates. Tax & DMV fees aditional. Photos for illustration only. See dealer for details. Must finance through NMAC for NMAC bonus and for college grad. Rebates in lieu of
special APRs offered. must take same day delivery from dealer stock.†Closed end lease includes 12K mi/p/yr & 15 cents p/mi after: lease resp for excess wear & tear. Residual/Tot of pymnts: ALTIMA:
$14,762/$3336, MAXIMA: $18,744/$9282, ROGUE: $12,070/$6981, MURANO: $15,450/$10,062. Subject to NILT tier 1 approval and are subject to $395 termination fee at lease end or $300 purchase option
fee. Due at sign includes down payment, $595 acquisition fee; 1st payment. ‡Available now on virtually every model for 3 years. See dealer for details. ^To qualify you must order between 4/26-4/30, excludes
prior sales; see dealer for details. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Offers expire 72 hours after publication. NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0997779.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

“WHERE CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION IS

STANDARD EQUIPMENT”

MSRP..................................$30,295
Koeppel Discount ..................$2,998
Factory Rebate ......................$1,500
NMAC Rebate ...........................$500
SALE PRICE ........................$25,297
Cash or Trade Equivalent .......$3,000

Automatic, V6, 18” Alloy Wheels, 6-CD Changer, P/Windows, P/Locks, Keyless Entry, Push Button Start & Much

More! Model#23112. Stk#F6957. VIN#CN103302. Stk#F7031. VIN#CN104457. 44  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  AATT  TTHHIISS  PPRRIICCEE!!

MURANOBRAND NEW 
2012 NISSAN

MSRP....................................$32,885
Koeppel Discount....................$3,460
Factory Rebate .........................$1500
NMAC Rebate.............................$500
SALE PRICE ..........................$27,425
Cash or Trade Equivalent ........$3,000

Automatic, 6 Cylinder, Sunroof, D/Power Seats, AM/FM/6-CD Player, 18” Alloy Wheels & Much More!

Model#16112. Stk#F6812. VIN#CW813492. Stk#F6795. VIN#CW812738. 88  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  AATT  TTHHIISS  PPRRIICCEE!!

MAXIMA 3.5SBRAND NEW 
2012 NISSAN

MSRP ..................................$22,775
Koeppel Discount...................$1,780
Factory Rebate..........................$500
NMAC Rebate ...........................$500
SALE PRICE .........................$19,995
Cash or Trade Equivalent .......$3,000

Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, P/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, AM/FM/CD Player, ABS, Traction Control & Much

More! Model#22112. Stk#F7142. VIN#CW265382. Stk#F7106. VIN#CW265082. 99  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  AATT  TTHHIISS  PPRRIICCEE!!

ROGUEBRAND NEW 
2012 NISSAN

$15,998

MSRP .........................................$23,810
Koeppel Discount..........................$2,562
Factory Rebate ..............................$1,500
NMAC Rebate...................................$750
SALE PRICE................................$18,998
Cash or Trade Equivalent...............$3,000

*
BALANCE

DUE

$139LEASE
FOR

PER MO
24 MOS
$2734
DUE AT
SIGN

†

$16,995*

BALANCE
DUE

$179LEASE
FOR

PER MO
39 MOS
$2774 DUE
AT SIGN

†

$22,297*

BALANCE
DUE

$258LEASE
FOR

PER MO
39 MOS
$2853 DUE
AT SIGN

†

Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, Push Button Start, ABS,
AM/FM/CD Player, Traction Control, D/Airbags & Much More!
Model#13112. Stk#F7410. VIN#CN216897. Stk#F7434.
VIN#CN214186. 1144  AAVVAAIILLAABLLEE  AATT TTHIIS PRICCE!!

$24,425*

BALANCE
DUE

$238LEASE
FOR

PER MO
39 MOS
$2833 DUE
AT SIGN

†

ALTIMA 2.5SBRAND NEW 
2012 NISSAN

ZERO%
APR

FINANCING
36 MOS.UP

TO

‡

GET AN ADDITIONAL

$500OFF 
MSRP^

PRE-ORDER TODAY 
& RECEIVE 3 YEAR 
COMPLIMENTARY 
MAINTENANCE 

2013 ALTIMAALL NEW 
RE-DESIGNED
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SPORTS
‘West Indies batting lacks the experience and attack 
mode to defy the Australian team. Some players are get-
ting good starts for the West Indies but unfortunately, 
they are getting out in the thirties and forties.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 41

By Azad Ali
West Indies leg-spinner Devendra Bishoo 

was named the “West Indies Man’s Cricketer 
of the Year,” at the ninth annual West 
Indies Players’ Association (WIPA) Awards 
last week at the Port of Spain, Trinidad 
Hyatt Regency Hotel.

The Guyanese bowler was also named 
the prestigious “Test Match Cricketer of the 
Year” to cap an astounding 2011.

Bishoo has taken 40 wickets since his Test 
debut last May at home against Pakistan 
and gave good performances on tours to 
India and Bangladesh as well as the current 
Australia series. But he was dropped from 
the second Test at the Queen’s Park Oval, 
Trinidad.

Jamaica all-rounder, Stefanie Taylor, was 
named the “West Indies Women’s Cricketer 
of the Year” for the fifth consecutive time 

By Robert Elkin
Originally from Jamaica, West Indies, 

Arthur Vendryes is aiming to do well in the 
Long Island Half Marathon set for Sunday, 
May 6. He does not have a time goal but he 
did say that he would like to break 1:25 in the 
13.1-mile race. 

Usually Vendryes does most of his training 
on the track at Roy Wilkins Park in South 
Jamaica, Queens. He is one of many runners 
who work out in the evenings after working 
hours on the track, which is quite busy at 
times.

He recently used the JFK Rotary Race 
at the John F. Kennedy Airport as a train-
ing run or prep for the Long Island Half 
Marathon. He was clocked in 19:28 for the 
14th annual race on a recent Sunday morn-
ing and was satisfied with his performance.

Last Sunday, Vendryes competed in the 
Alley Pond Five-Mile Challenge in Queens 
Village. He was timed in 31:41 for the five 
mile course, which earned him fourth place 
overall in an annual road race that usually 
draws a great deal of runners. The race was 
very hilly, according to Vendryes.

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

RED RED 
BULLS BULLS 
BASHEDBASHED

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls (3-3-1), still 

suffering from poor defensive play, were 
clobbered to the tune of 4-1 at DC United 
on Sunday night. When Thierry Henry 
lost the ball at midfield and no one stepped 
up quickly enough to stop Chris Pontius’ 

30-yard shot in the eighth minute to put 
DC United ahead, 1-0. New player Victory 
Palsson was goal-side of the play and just 
watched, instead of reacting to the loss of 
possession. 

In the 32nd minute, the Red Bulls’ weak 
defensive play was evident again as Maicon 

Santos swiveled his way around three Red 
Bulls players – Jan Gunnar Solli, Stephen 
Keel and Palsson – and sent a low, hard 
pass across New York’s goal, but rookie 
Connor Lade failed to clear the ball and 
Pontius made use of the gift from inside 

Continued on next page

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls (3-3-1), still

30-yard shot in the eighth minute to put 
DC United ahead, 1-0. New player Victory 

Done in by their Done in by their 
weak defensive playweak defensive play

Jamaican eyes 
L.I. Marathon 

New York Red Bulls Thierry Henry scored his eighth goal of the season during the DC United match.
AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez

Bishoo wins 
top awards
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World record-holder 
David Rudisha, the IAAF 
Male Athlete of the Year 
in both 2010 and 2011, 
will make history at the 
Adidas Grand Prix on 
June 9 when he competes 
in the United States for 
the first time, organizers 
announced Wednesday.

No 800-meter world 
record-holder has run 
in this country since 
Sebastian Coe won two 
medals at the Los Angeles 
Olympics in 1984. Coe 
held the record from 1979 
to 1997.

“We are ecstatic to have 
an athlete with the star 
power of David Rudisha 
coming to New York,” 
said meet director Mark 
Wetmore. “Since we began 
in 2005 we’ve had almost 
all of the world’s best ath-
letes here, and now our 
fans will get yet another 
chance of a lifetime.”

In its eighth year as 
one of the premier track-
and-field events in the 
world, the Adidas Grand 
Prix, at Icahn Stadium on 
Randall’s Island, will fea-
ture dozens of Olympic 
medalists and World 
Champions, including 
the two reigning World 
Champions at 100 meters, 
Jamaica’s Yohan Blake 
and American Carmelita 
Jeter; 2008 Olympic gold 
medalist Shelly-Ann 

Fraser-Pryce; and three-
time Olympic gold medal-
ist Jeremy Wariner. It will 
again be the sixth stop on 
the international Samsung 
Diamond League circuit, 
and is part of the Visa 
Championship Series. 

The 23-year-old 
Rudisha, also the reign-
ing World Champion, has 
been almost unbeatable 
the last three years, with 
his only loss since 2009 
coming late last season in 
Milan. In 2010, he broke 
Wilson Kipketer’s 13-year-
old World Record when he 
ran 1:41.09 on Aug. 22 in 
Berlin. Just a week later, 
on Aug. 29, he lowered 
that mark to 1:41.01. In 
2011, the young Kenyan 
recorded the three fast-
est times for the year, 
including a world-leading 
1:41.33, and he owns four 
of the six fastest times in 
history.

“I’ve run in many great 
cities and countries, and 
to finally come to New 
York is exciting for me,” 
said Rudisha. “I’ve been 
sponsored by Adidas all 
my career and am very 
happy to run at the adidas 
meet in New York.”

The adidas Grand Prix 
will begin at 1 p.m. at 
Icahn Stadium on June 
9. All of the latest news, 
photos and additional 
information on the event 

can be found at adidas-
grandprix.com, and on the 
event’s pages on Facebook 
at facebook.com/adidas-

GrandPrix and on Twitter 
at twitter.com/adidas-
GrandPrix. When tweet-
ing, use #agpny.

Courtesy of Images 
Newsletter

www.imagesnewslet-
ter.com

the six-yard box for a 2-0 
lead.

Nick De Leon - son of 
former Trinidad and Tobago 
and NASL midfielder, Leroy 
De Leon - made it 3-0 in the 
35th minute; again, another 
turnover at midfield, this 
time by Palsson, and a late 
reaction by Red Bulls players 
as Lade was ridden off the ball 
by DC United forward Danny 
Cruz for the three-goal half 
time deficit. 

Pontius completed his hat 
trick in the 69th minute when 
he danced around defender 
Markus Holgersson and pen-
etrated the defense. Thierry 
Henry scored his eighth goal 
of the season in the 72nd 
minute from a 23-yard free 
kick. DC United and Montreal 
Impact played to a 1-1 on 
Wednesday, three days before 
it hosted the Red Bulls.

New York Red Bulls coach 
Hans Backe made a strange 
substitution when he replaced 
midfielder Mehdi Ballouchy 
with Joel Lindpere early 
in the second half; Palsson 
should have been the play-
er replaced because he was 
lost throughout the game. 
His reaction to cover fellow 
midfielders was slow and his 
lost of possession in front of 
the Red Bulls goal led to DC 
United’s  third goal. St. John 
‘s University’s Jhonny Arteaga 
and defender Tyler Ruthven 
made their MLS debuts for 
the New York Red Bulls.

to add to her 2011 International 
Cricket Council (ICC) “Women’s 
Cricketer of the Year.”

Trinidad and Tobago opener 
Lendel Simmons copped the 
“West Indies T20 Cricketer of 
the Year” and “Caribbean T20 
Cricketer of the Year” awards.

The “West Indies One-Day 
International Player of the Year” 
went to Andre Russell, with a bat-
ting average of 32.07, while grab-
bing 27 wickets at 28.18 apiece 
since his ICC World Cup debut 
last year against Ireland.

The “First-Class Four-Day 
Cricketer of the Year” award went 
to Marlon Samuels, who scored 
853 runs at an average of 65.61.

Barbados Captain Kirk Edwards, 
was named the “Emerging Player 
of the Year” after an impressive 
start to his West Indies career. He 

slammed a century against India 
in Dominica last year and subse-
quently garnered a Test average 
of 5063 with two centuries and 
four fifties in just seven matches.

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Bishoo

Bulls

He was also satisfied with his 
performance in this race.

“This was the first time I ran 
on the airport runway,” he said. 
“But I ran this race two years 
ago when it was contested on 
the other side of the runway. The 
weather was windy for the airport 
race while it was just threatening 
for the Alley Pond race. Now I am 
training for the Long Island Half 
Marathon.”

When he goes into a race he 
does not have any particular 
strategy. He tries to do the best 
that he can possibly do. 

Because he was satisfied with 
both performances, he feels that 
he is getting better and better 
with each race as he is doing the 
best that he can.

Vendryes is planning to 

compete in the Brooklyn Half 
Marathon later on in May, anoth-
er busy month for the running 
sport.

Another member of the 
Renegrade Running Club who 
will be competing in the Long 
Island Half Marathon is George 
Brown, a resident of Springfield 
Gardens. His main objective is 
to turn in a two-hour perform-
ance in the 13.1 mile event that 
should draw a capacity crowd 
of people of all ages and from 
Long Island and the metropoli-
tan New York City area watching 
it. watching it.

He, too, is coming off compet-
ing in the Alley Pond Park Five-
Mile Challenge. He was clocked 
in 53:11 for 129th place.

“This five-mile race is a great 
challenge,” said Brown, who is 
50 years old and started racing 
when he was 35 years of age. “We 
ran in a beautiful park and a beau-

tiful atmosphere. The upcoming 
Long Island Half Marathon is 
very flat where as the Alley Pond 
Park race was very hilly.”

Brown expects to be compet-
ing in some local races in the 
community during the year.

Meanwhile, Manuel Plascencia 
took the lead two miles into the 
race and went onto capture 
the Alley Pond Park Five-Mile 
Challenge in 29:29 last Sunday 
morning before the cloudy 
weather turned into rain in a 
field of 174 finishers.

The threatening weather 
along with the many different 
races going on the same weekend 
kept the number of competitors 
down. Runners from the metro-
politan New York City area and 
Long Island belonging to clubs 
and those competitors running 
unattached took part in these 
races and are looking ahead to 
the future.

Continued from previous page

Marathon

West Indies’ Devendra 
Bishoo.

AP Photo/Andres Leighton

Kenya’s David Lekuta Rudisha.
AP Photo/Darko Bandic

David Rudisha to make U.S. debut
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West Indies’ batsmen are 
not performing at their top 
levels in the test series against 
Australia, and Head Coach 
Ottis Gibson needs to push 
harder for them to imple-
ment strategies to get better 
scores. West Indies’ bowlers, 
on the other hand, have been 
doing a fine job, but the bat-
ting is disappointing. 

Too many batsmen have 
been falling short of reasona-
ble scores needed to enhance 
the team’s totals. Both open-
ers have failed miserably in 
the first two Test matches, 
causing havoc for the team. 

Better performances 
were expected from West 
Indies’ batsmen, having  
played cricket through-
out the Regional Four-Day 
Tournament. What is mostly 
worrying about the West 
Indies batsmen is that both 
pace and spin bowling have 
been problematic for them. 
West Indies’ batting lacks 
the experience and attack 
mode necessary to defy the 
Australians. Some West 
Indies players are getting 
good starts but unfortunate-

ly, they are getting out in the 
30s and 40s. 

West Indies’ bowlers, on 
the other hand, have been 
doing a fine job, but the bat-
ting is disappointing. 

Michael Clarke is Aware 
of Windies Batting 

Flaws

Australian Captain 
Michael Clarke is fully aware 
of the West Indies’ batting 
flaws and as such applies the 
necessary pressure. Aussie 
bowlers are capitalizing on 
the weaknesses of the West 
Indian batsmen. 

Darren Bravo has been 
deprived of his free-scoring 
style because the bowlers are 
not feeding him deliveries to 
his likeness. Bravo’s aggres-
siveness had been dampened 
by the Australians’ very accu-
rate bowling. He will now 

have to modify his strategy 
in order  to be successful. 
He has the ability to get on 
top of the bowling but he 
will have to do some skillful 
adjusting. 

Bravo needs to improve 
on his footwork in order to 
better position himself for 
certain stroke plays. At times 
he is too flat-footed causing 
him to stretch too far to play 
edges and mistimed shots to 
the fielders. He remains a 
fine batsman and it is hoped 
that he would overcome 
those blunders. 

Narsingh Deonarine Must 
Not be Underestimated

Batting all-rounder 
Narsingh Deonarine has 
the capability to develop 
into a fine all-rounder, rep-
resenting the West Indies 
particularly in Test cricket. 

Deonarine understands his 
role in the team and he is 
the type of player who makes 
useful contributions to the 
team. West Indies need a 
player of Deonarine’s calibre 
to be in the middle-order 
of the batting and allowed 
to make his useful bowling 
contributions. 

West Indies Continue to 
Play With a Specialist 

Bowler Short

In Test cricket the best 11 
must always be chosen. This 
clearly means a balanced 
squad with a minimum of 
four specialist bowlers and 
seven quality batsmen, which 
includes the wicket-keeper. 
Fidel Edwards, Ravi Rampaul 
and Kemar Roach belong in 
the same final 11. Because 
these three players have not 
often played together, this 
has lessened the strength of 
the Windies bowling attack. 
Three pacers would create 
havoc for the Aussie bats-
men by unsettling them and 
giving the Windies a huge 
advantage. 

Edwards, Rampaul and 
Roach would have easily 
disabled the Aussie batsmen. 
It is beyond my imagina-
tion that Head Coach Ottis 
Gibson cannot recognize 

certain talents that can be 
so useful to the conditions 
in the Test arena. Edwards 
should have been included 
in the third and final Test 
match.

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.
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David Dre Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA
Stk#500419, 
VIN#CN457668, 
VIN#CN474226, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE
Stk#500346, 
VIN#CW702100, 
VIN#CW363293, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA
Stk#500274, 
VIN#CC812805, 
VIN#CC813005, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Stk#500496, 
VIN#CW204327, 
VIN#CW205993, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
Two or More at This Price

HERE’S WHY YOU SHOULD BUY WITH US:
• Trade In Any Honda, Toyota, or Hyundai, 

and Get an Additional $2000!
• We Make Your Last 5 Payments — Any Make, Any Model

• Free Bluetooth w/Navigation  • 8 Year Maintenance Package
• 8 Year / 120 Mile Extended Warranty*

BayRidgeNissan.com

5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Inconsistent batting hampers Windies

West Indies’ Darren Bravo, front, defends his wicket 
as Australia’s wicket keeper Matthew Wade watches 
the ball during the third day of their second cricket 
Test match in Port of Spain, Trinidad, Tuesday April 
17, 2012. AP Photo/Arnulfo Franco
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Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classifi ed Section

Across

1. Landing road
6. *The ___ cage protects the heart and 
lungs
9. Slang for heroin
13. Billy Joel’s “_____ Man”
14. International Labor Organization
15. Formed by running water
16. Imitating
17. Santa’s helper
18. King’s domain
19. *Ca or K, e.g.
21. Nightmare character
23. He played Opie on “The Andy Griffi th 
Show”
24. Disdainful, pouting grimace
25. *When exercising, you get ___
28. Between mini and maxi
30. Metamorphic rock
35. Makes a mistake
37. Bart Simpson’s sister
39. Saint in Mexico
40. Miners’ passage
41. Swamp plant
43. Yelled to shoo a cat
44. Puzzle in pictures
46. “Smells Like ____ Spirit” by Nirvana
47. *A focal point in workouts
48. Type of coat

50. Dame ____,  Australian celeb
52. Christian Chi-___ symbol
53. The upper one is used for ruling
55. Coffee pot
57. Allegiance
60. *E or D, e.g.
64. Former French currency
65. Ring of fl owers
67. Singer Cara
68. *Some need more of this than others
69. Be in debt
70. What a jazz singer does
71. Bear lairs
72. Not pre-owned
73. Commotions

Down

1. Junk e-mail
2. Cone-shaped quarters
3. Often asked to “go away, come again 
another day”
4. Like a special circle
5. Organized persecution of ethnic group
6. Cambodian money
7. *Not well
8. Very successful
9. What victim did in court
10. Armor-____
11. USSR to USA during WWII
12. *Usually busy after the holidays

15. *Leafy edibles
20. Indigo dye-yielding shrubs
22. Where bugs are snug?
24. Improper act
25. *Ventricular beater
26. Superior’s command
27. Cherokee or Hopi, e.g.
29. *Regimented eating
31. *Where green tea tradition comes from
32. Bring upon oneself
33. Cache of money, e.g.
34. Offi cial language of Lesotho
36. Nonlethal gun
38. Wine and cheese descriptor
42. Tedium
45. Carry, as in heavy bag
49. Ladies’ Easter accessory
51. 2012 Oscar-winner “The ______”
54. Stocking fi ber
56. Those in organized crime relating to 
narcotics
57. *Your doctor usually keeps one on you
58. Like never-losing Steven
59. Greek god of war
60. “The ____” talk and entertainment show
61. Known for notebooks
62. Keen on
63. Loch ____
64. Psychedelic drug
66. Female sheep

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

Open 7 Days A Week 
MON-FRI 7:30AM-8PM, SAT 7:30AM-6PM, SUN 9AM-4PM
No Appt. Necessary, Oil Changes, 30 Min. Or Less. 
Tire Rotation, Batteries, Wipers, Filters & MORE!

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

HONDAOFNEWROCHELLE.COM
30 MAIN STREET, NEW ROCHELLE

(ACROSS FROM NEW CAR SHOWROOM)

888.905.3771

FOR ANY 1ST TIME HONDA OF NEW ROCHELLE CUSTOMER

Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 
can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 5/7/12 Bronx Times Edition Valid at Honda of New Rochelle only. Must present prior to write up. No two offers 

can be combined. No prior services apply. EXP: 5/7/12 Bronx Times Edition

YOUR VEHICLE’S MAINTENANCE MINDER SYSTEM TRACKS THE REMAINING ENGINE OIL LIFE IN YOUR VEHICLE. IT 
THEN DISPLAYS MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYMBOLS IN THE ODOMETER/TRIP METER AREA. AS PART OF THE MAINTE-

NANCE MINDER SYSTEM, A SEPARATE “WRENCH” ICON APPEARS, INDICATING THAT REQUIRED MAINTENANCE IS DUE. 

WATCH FOR 
THE WRENCH

EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5791

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 84 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 4/30/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1999919999199 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7931-28K mi.
20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$34,981

$4,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, 3rd Row, STK#U8030-49K mi.

*

2003 CHEVROLET

VENTURE
$3,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U8071-116K mi.

*

1999 CHEVROLET

CAVALIER

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$9,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U7959-75K mi.

*

2004 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$5,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, STK#U8012-114K mi.

*

2004 VW

GOLF

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Black, STK#U8122-20K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2012 
GMC YUKON

$11,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4

*
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