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By Bert Wilkinson
A major row is simmering in 

Guyana over the hogging of radio 
broadcast licenses by mostly Indo 
Guyanese businessmen and politi-
cians, is fueling a growing belief 
that a small cabal of top officials is 
slowly executing a long-conceived 
plan to steal or control all the key 
resources of Guyana including the 
lucrative telecommunications sec-
tor among other state patrimonies.

Bombarded by criticism last 
week of its handling of the issue 
and demands from opposition poli-
ticians, government was forced 
to publish a previously secret list 
and with details of people award-
ed radio licenses. It clearly showed 
that people-of Indian ancestry were 
given multiple licenses while others, 
including Black and mixed raced 

groups were only awarded single 
broadcast spectrum licenses. 

This  new revelation surfaces as 
tension is rising in the country over 
allegations of runaway corruption, 
such as the running of an alterna-
tive state treasury and slush funds 
by government and a rush by politi-
cians and connected businessmen 
and women to grab as much as they 
could of the country’s wealth, in the 
event that the governing People’s 
Progressive Party (PPP) loses power 
through the ballot or through extra-
parliamentary measures.

 “This is a clear move by Indi-
an supremacist to take the coun-
try,” said newspaper columnist and 
former University of Guyana Profes-
sor Freddie Kissoon. “Most of the 
non-Indians who got licenses only 

Allegations of rampant 
corruption breeds anger

By Nelson A. King 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ 

Opposition Leader Arnhim Eus-
tace has painted a very bleak pic-
ture of the country’s economy, 
charging that it is “mismanaged” 
by the government of Prime Min-
ister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves and that 
the nation faces “the worst” eco-
nomic situation since it obtained 
political independence from Great 

Britain in October 1979. 
In a town hall meeting in 

Brooklyn last Saturday night and 
in an exclusive interview with 
Caribbean Life that preceded the 
meeting, Eustace, a former prime 
minister, charged that the coun-
try’s financial sector is “in trou-
ble” and that most nationals have 
lost confidence in the Gonsalves 
administration.

“It’s in the doldrums, it’s horri-
ble,” Eustace, an economist, told 
Caribbean Life, referring to the 
economy.

He said an International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) World Economic 
Report of 2011 put St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines at the bottom 
economically, for the previous 
three years, among 32 countries 

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4

(L-R) Deborah Mailman, Jessica Mauboy, Miranda Tapsell and cousin Shari Sebbens appear 
as the Sapphires, an Australian version of the Supremes in a well-deserved tribute to four 
lasses who experienced harrowing experiences during the Vietnam era. See Entertainment, 
Page 43.   Photo courtesy of www.rottentomatoes.com

‘SVG economy in shambles’ - Eustace
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Antigua
The International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) says Antigua and 
Barbuda has made “significant 
progress” towards meeting the 
goals of its fiscal consolidation 
program to reduce debt and that it 
expects the economic recovery to 
continue in 2013.

An IMF mission headed by 
Geoffrey Bannister recently ended 
a visit to the island to carry out a 
review of the multi-million dollar 
Stand By Agreement, Antigua has 
with the Washington-based finan-
cial institution.

The team held talks with Prime 
Minister Baldwin Spencer and 
other stakeholders within the pub-
lic and private sector.

“The authorities have made sig-
nificant progress towards meeting 
the goals of their 
fiscal consolida-
tion program, to 
restore debt sus-
tainability and lay 
the foundations 
for sustainable growth, despite 
a challenging international eco-
nomic environment and domestic 
financial sector problems,” said 
Bannister.

He said good progress contin-
ues to be made on public finan-
cial management, civil service and 
public enterprise reforms, with 
ongoing technical assistance and 
that progress has also been made 
on improving tax compliance both 
within and outside the govern-
ment.

Bahamas
Financial institutions across 

the Bahamas were on high alert 
recently as they rushed to protect 
the funds of thousands of custom-
ers whose credit cards were com-
promised by a major data breach.

Unconfirmed media reports 
point to the theft of a data tape 
from an international data acquir-
ing company based in Barbados as 
the source of the breach.

Visa and MasterCard credit 
cards were impacted, prompt-
ing banks in the 
Bahamas to re-
issue thousands 
of cards.

“All Bahamian 
banks had their card data com-
promised. This theft took place 
elsewhere and we were notified 
by Visa,” Anwer Sunderji, CEO of 
Fidelity Bank (Bahamas) told the 
Nassau Guardian in the Bahamas.

Paul McWeeney, the managing 
director at Bank of The Bahamas, 
said credit card companies and 
the Central Bank of the Bahamas 
called all major financial institu-
tions to warn them of the breach. 
The bank has replaced at least 
2,000 credit cards as a defensive 
measure.

Commonwealth Bank Ltd con-
firmed it could reissue as many as 
5,000 replacement cards.

Barbados
Barbados health authorities 

have issued an alert for gastroen-
teritis. They said that surveillance 
for the infec-
tion of the lin-
ing of the diges-
tive tract has 
not detected an 
increase beyond that is expected 
so far for this year.

The authorities say they have 
received reports of a number of 
severe cases, particularly among 
people over the age of 60. No fig-
ures were available.

Gastroenteritis is an infec-
tion of the lining of the digestive 
tract with symptoms that include 
nausea and vomiting, diarrhea, 
stomach pain, low fever, headache, 

muscle aches, chills and tired-
ness.

It may be caused by viruses, 
bacteria or other microorgan-
isms and the Ministry of Health is 
reminding people that hand wash-
ing hands before handling food.

Grenada 
Retired Commissioner of Police 

Winston James is back on the 
job as head of the Royal Grenada 
Police Force (RGPF).

Reports are that James was 
brought out of retirement to take 
charge of the force on a tempo-
rary basis by newly elected Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell, who 
is also the island’s minister of 
National Security.

James has taken over from 
Commissioner of Police William 
Thompson who opted to take 25 
days leave amidst reports that the 
new administra-
tion is not happy 
with him being at 
the helm of the 
force.

The long-
standing member of the RGPF 
resigned from the top job short-
ly after the National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) took office after 

the 2008 general election and 
making way for another Commis-
sioner of Police, James Clarkson.

When Clarkson’s contract ended 
18 months ago the post was given 
to Thompson following interviews 
conducted by the Public Service 
Commission (PSC).

Guyana
The government of China has 

given a boost to the Guyana One 
Laptop Per Family (OLPF) pro-
gram with the grant of 28,145 lap-
tops valued at US$8 million.

Speaking at the handing over 
ceremony at the Office of the Pres-
ident in Georgetown, Minister of 
Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh high-
lighted that the government has 
placed informa-
tion and commu-
nication technol-
ogy (ICT) at the 
very center of its 
efforts to transform Guyana into a 
more modern country.

He noted that ICT is a driver of 
economic growth in its own right, 
a driver of improved competitive-
ness in the private sector, and a 
very important source of personal 
empowerment of people.

The minister also observed that 

the use of the internet has become 
increasingly important as a tool 
for communication and delivery 
of services.

He stressed that the govern-
ment’s position is that the vast 
benefits of ICT must be available 
to all citizens of Guyana, irrespec-
tive of where they live, their edu-
cational background or their age.

Jamaica
Jamaican lottery operator 

Supreme Ventures Ltd (SVL) says 
it is in a better position now to 
compete with the multi-million-
dollar illegal gaming business in 
Jamaica, with that island’s govern-
ment permitting the sale of lot-
tery tickets on Sundays and public 
holidays. 

The measure was part of the 
Jamaican government’s J$16.4 bil-
lion tax package, which included 
the state proposing to increase 
the lottery tax rates by as much as 
three percentage 
points on nine 
of SVL’s games, 
including Lotto 
Super Lotto and 
the popular Cash 
Pot.

SVL boss Brian George said ille-
gal gaming operates on a Sunday 
and that represents a tremendous 
market that we believe that we 
have a responsibility to attack.

Illegal operators reportedly 
earn up to hundreds of millions 
of dollars annually from their own 
version of Cash Pot, which George 
acknowledged is the game that is 
most easily replicated.

Cash Pot is the top game in 
SVL’s lottery portfolio, represent-
ing 76.64 percent of SVL’s lottery 
revenue at the end of 2011, when 
the company’s annual sales were 
J$28 billion.

The move to allow sale of lot-
tery tickets on Sundays and public 
holidays takes effect from April 1.

Guyana
The Guyana government says 

it has launched an investigation 
into reports that several people 
had been beaten 
by police during 
an exercise to 
stop illegal min-
ing operations 
within the Marudi Mountain area 
recently.

Media reports said that the 
alleged clash involving members 
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Customers line up with books at the annual book fair where a photo of Venezuela’s former 
President Hugo Chavez hangs inside a book store in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, March 19, 
2013. See story on page 20. AP Photo/Fernando Llano

Annual Book Fair

Continued on Page 26
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By Jevon Suralie
The New York-based Car-

ibbean Guyana Institute for 
Democracy (CGID) Tues-
day blasted New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg for say-
ing the March 9 police kill-
ing of 16-year-old Caribbean 
teen Kimani Gray was justi-
fied, because “all evidence 
shows” that he “had a gun.” 

Gray was shot seven times 
about the body by Brooklyn 
detectives. Autopsy reports 
allegedly show he was hit 
at least four times from the 
back.

“The mayor’s comments 
were impetuous,” a CGID 
statement said. “Without the 
findings of an independent 

investigation by the Brook-
lyn district attorney, such 
hasty conclusions demon-
strate a level of prejudice 
against Kimani Gray that is 
alarming.” 

During a radio interview 
and afterwards, Bloomberg 
claimed that, “There’s so far 
no evidence they (the police 
officers) didn’t do exactly 
what the book says.”  The 
mayor also asserted that, “all 
the evidence says the young 
man had a gun,” and added: 
We’ll conduct a normal, full 
investigation.” 

But CGID described 
Bloomberg’s comments 
as erroneous. “No eyewit-
ness evidence corroborates 

the claim that Kimani Gray 
pointed a gun at police,” the 
group stated, while draw-
ing attention to the fact 
that Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly told a City Coun-
cil hearing last week that 
no eyewitness said they saw 
Gray point a gun at police.

The group accused 
Bloomberg of making 
declarative and concluso-
ry statements while in the 
same breath claiming that a 
“full” investigation into the 
shooting is underway. “If the 
mayor has already formed a 
conclusion in this case with-
out knowing all of the facts 
and circumstances, why then 
is there an investigation? Is 

it his view that the investiga-
tion will rubber-stamp the 
police’s version of events?” 
CGID asked

“Apart from his baseless 
claims and biased assertions, 
the mayor presumes the 
account given by the police 
to be factual,” CGID said.

CGID said that Mr. Bloomb-
erg’s remarks are obviously 
as jaundiced as they are pre-
mature, and have angered 
the family and community. 
“These are the inherent and 
predictable prejudices that 
fuel the deep-seated resent-
ment and mistrust between 
minority communities and 
the City Administration and 
Police,” the group asserted.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority’s Week-
ender app, which helps 
subway customers avoid 
headaches caused by week-
end track work, has been 
recognized for excellence in 
design and functionality in 
a premier nationwide app 
competition. The app won 
an Appy Award for best app 
in the “Mapping/Naviga-
tion” category.

“Weekend track work is a 
fact of life because we must 
take tracks out of service 
to keep them in a state of 
good repair, but if you use 
the Weekender app before 
you head out, you can avoid 
the worst of the impacts by 
being prepared or working 
around them,” said Paul J. 
Fleuranges, the MTA’s Sen-
ior Director of Corporate 
and Internal Communica-
tions. “We are pleased that 
our efforts have been recog-
nized at the national level.”

The app is available for 
Android and iOS operating 
systems. More than 100,000 
customers have downloaded 
the app to date.

Key features of the Week-
ender App include:

• Service by Line: Click on 
a subway line symbol to get 
a line diagram showing an 
overview of the line’s service 
changes, as well as text sum-
maries of the changes.

• Service by Borough: 
Click on a borough for text-
based information about any 
service changes impacting a 
borough.

• Service by Station: 
Select a station for details 
on any service changes 
impacting that station, or 
click on the map to zoom to 
a detailed area.

The map-like diagram 
that is the foundation for 
the Weekender app was cre-
ated by the MTA following 
initial design concepts from 
Vignelli Associates. The dia-
gram is designed to illus-
trate service diversions at a 
glance. It is inspired by the 
1972 New York City sub-
way map designed by world 
renowned map maker and 
designer Massimo Vignelli, 

and was recently updated by 
Vignelli, Beatriz Cifuentes 
and Yoshiki Waterhouse.

As with the web-based 
version, The Weekender for 
Mobile also provides the 
popular Neighborhood Maps 
that are posted inside sub-
way stations. These maps 
show the precise locations 
of subway station entrances 
within the street grid, along 
with locations of popular 
area destinations.

While more than 100 

apps have been developed 
by private app developers 
using open data released by 
the MTA, the Weekender is 
one of only two apps to be 
developed by the MTA itself. 
The other app is MTA Sub-
way Time™, which provides 
real-time arrival estimates 
for the numbered subway 
lines.

The MTA has previous-
ly developed a number of 
innovative web-based digital 
tools that increase custom-
ers’ access to real-time serv-
ice-related information: MTA 
Bus Time™, Metro-North 
Train Time™, LIRR Train 
Time™, MTA Drive Time™, 
and Trip Planner+.

The Appy Awards are pre-
sented through an annual 
national competition organ-
ized by MediaPost that 
focuses on creativity and 
excellence in design of apps 
for mobile devices, social 
media, or those that are 
web-based. As an official 
event of SXSW, the annual 
AppyAwards honor the best 
mobile, social and web Apps 
in a diverse range of cat-
egories.

Miss Teen USA, Logan 
West, brought smiles to the 
faces of children at the Ryan/
Chelsea Clinton Community 
Health Center in Manhat-
tan, when she stopped in 
for a special story time.  Her 
visit highlighted the work 
of Reach Out and Read of 
Greater New York, an early 
literacy program that part-
ners with pediatricians to 
encourage families to read 
together.

Miss West read two 
favorite children’s books 
to children at the health 
center: “Five Little Mon-
keys Jumping on the Bed” 

and “If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie.”

According to the newly 
released Kids and Fam-
ily Reading Report, “having 
reading role-model parents 
or a large book collection 
at home has more of an 
impact on kids’ reading fre-
quency than does household 
income.”  Through Reach 
Out and Read, pediatri-
cians provide children with 
free age-appropriate books 
at each checkup, and work 
with parents and caretakers 
to make reading aloud with 
their children part of a daily 
routine.

“Reach Out and Read 
has been a wonderful pro-
gram for the Ryan/Chelsea-
Clinton Community Health 
Center, as it helps us con-
nect children with books at 
a young age,” said Dr. Caro-
lyn Chu, medical director 
and acting executive-direc-
tor of the health center. “It 
highlights the importance 
of literacy from the very 
beginning, and encourages 
families to bond through a 
shared love of reading.”

In the last year, medical 
providers at the Ryan Cent-
er distributed 800 books to 
children through the Reach 

Out and Read program.
There are Reach Out and 

Read programs at more than 
180 hospitals and health 
centers in the Greater New 
York region, including the 
five boroughs of New York 
City and seven counties 
north of the city.  

For over 40 years, the 
family of Ryan Community 
Health Centers has provid-
ed thousands of medically 
underserved New Yorkers 
with access to high qual-
ity, affordable, primary, pre-
ventive, and specialty health 
care and supportive serv-
ices. 

Children at Chelsea/Clinton Community Helth Center in Manhatan pose with Miss Teen USA. 

Story time Special with Miss Teen

CGID blasts mayor’s comment on Kimani killing

MTA Weekender 
wins National 
Appy Award

The MTA has 
developed 

a number of 
innovative 
web-based 
digital tools 
that increase 

customers’ access 
to real-time 

service-related 
information.



Ma
r. 

22
-2

8,
 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 4

of Latin America and the Carib-
bean. 

“We are the only country with 
three consecutive years of neg-
ative growth,” said the opposi-
tion leader, adding that banana 
exports to the United Kingdom 
were considerably low last year at 
EC$1.1 million – “the worst in the 
history of St. Vincent by far.

“There was a time when we 
earned EC$100 million (annually) 
for bananas,” he said, adding that 
some local businesses have been 
closing their doors, while others 
have been retrenching staff.

“We’re in a very bad shape,” 
cautioned Eustace, stating that, 
according to figures from the 
national debt, the government 
owns EC$59 million to “peo-
ple who buy goods and serv-
ices – the stores and so on.” 
He put the national debt at 
EC$1,330,000,000.00.

“This thing is a total mess,” he 
said, claiming that nationals are 
“having lots of trouble in getting 
drugs from the hospital because 
there’s no cash to pay for them.” 

Eustace said the economic sit-
uation could be further exacer-
bated if investors eventually suc-
ceed in freezing the accounts of 
Harlequin, the British company 
that owns the Buccament Bay 
Resort, warning that 400 nation-
als could be put on the breadline. 

He claimed that the compa-
ny owes “several small contrac-
tors” in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, and that it is currently 
under investigation by the British 
Financial Services Authority.

“What annoys me in Bucca-
ment is the inability to pay,” the 
opposition leader charged. “It’s 
a very serious situation. I’m very 
worried about the situation.”

He said he is also deeply con-
cerned about the future of the 
Building and Loan Association, 
adding that shareholders and 
account holders can ill-afford to 
face a “double whammy,” after 
having their “confidence shaken” 
by the British American Insur-
ance Company/Clico debacle.

Eustace said the prospect is 
“very small” for investors, with 
over a million dollars in British 
American, in getting their invest-

ment back, “because the govern-
ments don’t have that money.”  

“The financial sector is in trou-
ble,” Eustace warned. “It’s a mat-
ter of giving back people some 
confidence.

“The economy is misman-
aged,” he added, charging that 
“it’s a total mess. It’s horrible, 
really horrible.”          

Eustace repeated the same 
assertion during the town hall 
meeting, organized by the Brook-
lyn-based St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Progressive Organi-
zation of New York (SPOONY), an 
arm of the main opposition New 
Democratic Party (NDP), at the 
Friends of Crown Heights Educa-
tional Center.

got only a single one, while many of 
the Indians got as many as five. The 
plan is clear,” Kissoon said.

Black activist Barrington 
Braithwaite who has also cam-
paigned against the political and 
other excesses of PPP in recent 
years, thinks that apart from the 
perceived Indo cabal moving in on 
the country’s resources, what is 
happening in Guyana now is a ”case 
of kindred habits” coming together 
to divide the country as they see fit.

He pointed out that some Blacks 
who chose to align themselves with 
the Indo-dominated PPP among the 
beneficiaries as trinkets are rouinely 
thrown the way of favored Indians, 
but he was also forced to acknowl-
edge that all the Afros awarded radio 
permits only got a single one, com-
pared to the multiple licenses award-
ed to Indo individuals or groups.

One of the groups awarded 
five licenses is linked to Natural 
Resources Minister Robert Persaud 
and his Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary Omkar Lochan. Locan is the 
brother-in-law of Education Minis-
ter Priya Manikchand, while anoth-
er Radio Guyana Inc. individual  
is connected to Ranji Ramroop, 
the best friend of former President 

Bharrat Jagdeo.
The licenses were awarded just 

before Jagdeo’s mandatory two 
terms expired in late 2011 but its 
details were kept secret until vet-
eran television broadcaster Enrico 
Woolford publicly demanded that 
the list be published, winning sup-
port from rights activists and leg-
islators.

Since then, a clearly embarrassed 
Prime Minister Samuel Hinds told 
parliament that additional licenses 
would be awarded, but did not say 
that a new fiber-optic cable being 
run through the jungle from Bra-
zil to Guyana, will pave the way 
for connected PPP businessmen 
to offer US-style triple-play com-
munications, including cable TV, 
telephone and internet services.

 A number of companies which 
had been tipped off about the project 
long before it was announced have 
already installed the necessary 
infrastructure. In essence, govern-
ment has provided the $35M to 
run the cable so that connected 
businessmen could set up triple-
play services.

“This means, again, that a small 
group will have a monopoly on tel-
ecommunications services. This is 
unacceptable and discriminatory,” 
said Woolford.

‘Three consecutive years 
of negative growth’ Continued from cover

NDP leader, Arnhim Eustace.

Hogging of radio permits

Continued from cover
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The name of Paramount 
Chief Joseph Chatoyer and 
the courage and resilience 
of the Garifuna peoples 
were extolled March 14 in 
Havana, Cuba as National 
Heroes’ Day was commem-
orated.

The occasion was a flo-
ral tribute to St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ (SVG) 
national heroes organized 
by the country’s embassy in 
Cuba’s capital city.  

The solemn ceremony 
began with the playing 
of the Last Post by a uni-
formed ceremonial guard, 
followed by the placement 
of a wreath in the colors 
of  SVG by the country’s 

resident envoy, Ambassa-
dor Dexter Rose and Cuba’s 
Director of Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean Affairs, 
Ambassador Marielena 
Ruiz, at a statue of Cuba’s 
National Hero Jose Marti in 
Central Park.

Amb. Rose opened a brief 
presentation which was left 
to two students: Shirnan 
Jacobs -- a final-year sports 
student from St.Vincent 
and  Honduran-born Gari-
funa final year surgeon 
in residence, Dr. Margaro 
Lino Gonzalez, to recount 
the history of the Garifuna 
people and National Hero 
Joseph Chatoyer from pre-
pared texts, as those present 

listened in rapt attention.
The audience, which 

included members of 
Havana’s diplomatic corps 
from CARICOM and Latin 
America, Africa, the Middle 
East and officials of Cuba’s 
ruling party and friendship 
society officials and from 
the Caribbean Association 
of Cuba, heard how St. Vin-
cent was the last territory 
to fall to the colonialist for 
their plantation slavery, 
because of the resilience of 
the autochthonous Caribs 
and their Garifuna allies, 
led by Joseph Chatoyer. 

There are a number of 
Garifuna students pursuing 
medicine and other careers 

in Cuba descended from the 
exiled people of Chatoyer’s 
Youroumien, who regularly 
participate in activities with 
their Vincentian brethren.   
Several of them were also 
present, along with a cross-
section of Vincentian stu-
dents based in Havana, in 
representation of the Vin-
centian student body which 
is spread throughout most 
of Cuba’s 14 provinces.

The students, along with 
staff from the Embassy 
later retreated to the Resi-
dence of SVG where they 
prepared meals and enjoyed 
fellowship among the Vincy 
and Garifuna students.

National Heroes Day salute to Chief Joseph Chatoyer

Carib paramount chief 
remembered in Havana
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EXTRA 1O% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, 
SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES, 
SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS FOR HIM & 
ELECTRICS & ELECTRONICS 
Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), special purchases, apparel for boys, girls & infants, specials, 
super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, cosmetics/fragrances, men’s store 
electronics, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected 
licensed depts., macys.com, services. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, 
extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % 
APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES.
OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

STOREWIDE ITEMS

ELECTRICS & WATCHES 
VALID 3/20-3/24/2013

HOT
2O%-5O% OFF STOREWIDE PLUS TAKE AN
EXTRA 2O% OFF† WHEN YOU USE  

YOUR MACY’S CARD*

†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE BELOW.  

!
DON’T MISS OUR SPECIAL PURCHASES—THE SEASON’S NEWEST 
LOOKS AT PRICES SO HOT, THEY WON’T LAST LONG!
MACY’S CARD/PASS DISCOUNT DOESN’T APPLY TO SPECIAL PURCHASES.

S     LES   SSSSS
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By Nelson A. King 
An independent United 

Nations expert has called 
on the Haitian government 
to develop a coordinated 
plan of action on human 
rights and a framework on 
the rule of law.

Michel Forst, the Inde-
pendent Expert on the situ-
ation of human rights in 
Haiti, said on March 13 
that while positive chang-
es are “coming very slowly, 
there is a strong expecta-
tion from Haitians to see 
improvements.

“There is a need to have a 
strategy, there is a need also 
for each of the ministers to 
understand that they have 
a piece of the puzzle of the 
rule of law,” he said. 

Forst, who has made 12 
visits to the earthquake-
ravaged, French-speaking 
Caribbean country, was 
expected to present his 
findings to the U.N. Human 
Rights Council in Geneva, 
Switzerland on Mar. 20. 

“The international com-
munity has done a lot to 
improve the situation,” he 
said, noting that the rubble 
has been removed from the 
streets and official build-
ings and homes that have 
been rebuilt. 

“But still a lot of peo-
ple live in camps in very 
difficult situations with no 
access to water or sanita-
tion,” Forst recounted on 
his last visit that began on 
Mar. 2. 

“Access to food is very 
difficult,” he added. “It is 
very difficult for families 
as well to bring children to 
school.” 

Forst said the 2010 earth-
quake, as well as Hurri-
canes Isaac and Sandy, has 
put the country in a “very 
difficult situation,” adding 
that there is a need for the 
key stakeholders – includ-
ing the international com-
munity – to push forward. 

“It is a big challenge 
not only for the nation-

al authorities but also the 
international community 
to move ahead, to bring the 
stability that the country 
needs to make sure that 
people have decent access 
to the basic rights,” he 
said. 

Forst urged an inspection 
of how schools are run, say-
ing that children leave after 
years of schooling without 
knowing how to read or 
write because teachers are 
not properly trained.

“A lot of effort has been 
put into the country, but it 
will take years to make sure 
all children have access to 
education,” he said, add-
ing that education must be 
tackled on a “human-rights 
based approach.” 

The U.N. said independ-
ent experts are appoint-
ed by the Human Rights 
Council to examine and 
report back, in an unpaid 
capacity, on specific human 
rights themes.

By Nelson A. King
A new US$80 million ini-

tiative for direct lending to 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
is in the works. The Inter-
American Investment Corpo-
ration (IIC) said, in a recent 
release, it is launching ini-
tiative “to provide loans and 
technical assistance pack-
ages to help export-oriented 
SMEs meet emerging inter-
national best practices in 
corporate governance.

John Beckham, chief of 
the IIC’s Operations Division 
and a member of the Wash-
ington-based Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank (IDB) 
Group, said the initiative 
will provide support to SMEs 
“with otherwise strong indi-
cators, yet often lag behind 
in areas such as transpar-

ency and legal reporting,”  
“By integrating techni-

cal assistance into our loan 
operations, we give com-
panies the tools to address 
these issues, enabling them 
to apply for additional IIC 
resources,” he added

Beckham said the SMEs, 
harnessing the IIC’s long-
standing regional expertise. 
He said the loans will follow 
a fast-track approval proce-
dure to cut processing times 
and increase responsiveness 
and will carry tenors of up to 
five years, providing SMEs 
access to highly-sought-
after, long-term financing. 

The IDB said this new 
commitment comes in the 
context of a larger effort to 
target SMEs more directly 
and raise lending standards 
by integrating corporate 
governance improvements 

into IIC operations. 
The corporation is a sig-

natory of the Corporate 
Governance Development 
Framework, established in 
2011 by 29 development 
finance institutions to pro-
mote corporate governance 
at companies in which they 
invest. 

As part of its activities, 
the IIC said it holds annu-
al training workshops for 
SMEs in the region and runs 
a technical assistance pro-
gram specifically geared to 
governance issues in family 
businesses.

Between 2010 and 2012, 
the IIC said it approved 50 
direct loans to SMEs for a 
total of more than US$63 
million. 

It said the new initiative is 
expected to finance another 
25 loans.

Funding for small, export-
oriented Carib enterprises

Haiti urged to adopt 
human rights plan

Now recruiting students for the 2013-14 Academic Year

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1, 2013

Lottery will be held on April 11, 2013
Opening Day for Students will be August 2013

A Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

HLA is a  dual language public school with rigorous academic instruction in grades 
K-5: Hebrew and English Language Instruction, Enriched Math for High Performing 
Students, Israeli Culture and History, Chess Instruction, Community Service, Two 
Teachers in Each Class, and Extended School Day and School Year

Please visit our website to download an application at
WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

APPLY TODAY!!

75 Kindergarten spaces available with limited space 
through Fifth Grade at the

KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY
Office of Continuing Education

2001 Oriental Boulevard, 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.kingsborough.edu

If you’re considering a career change, seeking 
professional advancement or simply looking to 
enrich your life, Kingsborough’s Continuing 
Education program has a course to fit your needs.

Call 718-368-5050 to register.
www.kingsborough.edu/continuinged
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By Jean-Marie Caterina and 
Jose Gonzalez

Business groups with an axe 
to grind against the Obama 
Administration, like the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, like to push 
the idea that “uncertainty” over 
government actions is the mon-
key on the economy’s back.

As small business owners 
who work in the housing sec-
tor, we don’t buy that analysis. 
The source of our continuing 
economic problems is not some 
vague cloud of “uncertainty.” It 
is, quite the opposite, the very 
real certainty that if we don’t 
do more – and soon – to hit the 
reset button for the housing 
sector, the economic recovery 
will continue to fall short of 
what we need to put millions 
of unemployed Americans back 
to work.

Almost five years after the 
financial crisis rocked our 
economy, we still haven’t done 
anything to address one of the 
key drivers of the crisis: the 
divorced-from-reality overpric-
ing of homes and mortgages 
during the housing bubble. 

Since the bubble burst, noth-
ing has been done to correct 
the pricing distortions that 
were written into mortgage 
contracts. The result? Fourteen 
million Americans are under-
water in their homes.

This isn’t just holding back 
the housing sector. A weak 
housing sector drags the whole 
economy down, and when 
consumers are stuck shipping 
inflated mortgage payments off 
to Wall Street accounts every 
month, that drains consumer 
purchasing power and weakens 
local economies. 

A scientific survey of small 
business owners nationwide 
commissioned last year by three 

business networks bears this 
out. In that survey, 73 percent 
of small business owners said 
the drop in consumer demand 
as a result of the housing and 
mortgage crisis has hurt their 
businesses (and 28 percent said 
it has hurt a great deal)

There is, of course, a solu-
tion: reset underwater mort-
gages to fair market value. That 
will boost the housing sector, 
bolster consumer spending, and 
restore the dream of home own-
ership for millions of Americans 
who’ve been living an underwa-
ter nightmare for the last five 
years.

Why haven’t we implemented 
this simple solution? There’s a 
simple answer. In two words or 
less: Edward DeMarco.

As acting director of the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Agency, 
Mr. DeMarco oversees Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac. And in 
that capacity, Mr. DeMarco has 
blocked all efforts at resetting 
underwater mortgages. Indeed, 
despite clear evidence that writ-
ing down underwater mortgag-
es to fair market value would be 
good not only for homeowners 

By Maurine Beasley
As we celebrate Women’s Histo-

ry month, we should pay homage 
to a resolute group of women who 
deserve recognition during Sun-
shine Week, another March event. 
Sunshine Week calls attention to 
journalists who courageously 
brought to light information that 
governmental and other authori-
ties prefer to keep hidden. Their 
notable ranks include women 
who have insisted for nearly two 
centuries on their right to cover 
the nation’s capital in spite of 
prejudice against their gender.

Three decades before the Civil 
War, Anne Royall, an impover-
ished widow, started her own 
newspaper, Paul Pry, in Washing-
ton. As the name implied, she had 
no hesitancy in exposing abuses 
of power such as unauthorized 
use of government horses and 
carriages by public officials.  

Ridiculed as unwomanly and 
argumentative, Royall eked out 
a meager living as a Washing-
ton journalist for nearly a quar-
ter-century, ending her career 
in 1854 with a prayer that “the 
Union of these States may be eter-
nal.” She had only 54 cents when 
she died at the age of 85.

Her successors also encoun-
tered hostility on grounds they 
had no place in the man’s world 
of political reporting. In 1850, 
Jane G. Swisshelm, the first 
woman journalist to insist on sit-
ting beside men in the Capitol 
press galleries, had to give up her 
seat because she dared publish 
unseemly details of the private life 

of Daniel Webster, one of the most 
famous senators of his day.

Women did not actually find a 
place in the press galleries until 
the suffrage campaign that cul-
minated in women getting the 
vote in 1920, but even then they 
were not always welcome. 

Although women replaced men 
in Washington journalism dur-
ing World War II, when it ended 
editors resumed hiring practices 
that relegated many women jour-
nalists to social reporting. 

Relatively few women had 
access to news that told the public 
about the activities of its officials. 
In the 1950s, however, Maxine 
Cheshire, a social reporter for 
The Washington Post, investigat-
ed Mamie Eisenhower’s accept-
ance of gifts from foreign govern-
ments. Cheshire was among 10 
Washington women journalists 
profiled in a 1972 Cosmopolitan 
article headlined “The Witches 
of Washington,” which pictured 
its subjects as competitive and 
unfeminine in their pursuit 
of news. Women were refused 
membership in the prestigious 
National Press Club until 1971, 
and allowed to cover speeches of 
officials there only by sitting in a 
hot, crowded balcony, while men 
reporters took notes and dined in 
comfort below.      

When federal equal employ-
ment legislation took effect in the 
1960s and 1970s, women jour-
nalists got new opportunities to 
cover the same assignments as 
men. But they still encountered 
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One of the main legal frame-
works is law 11,947 of 2009, which 
stipulates that at least 30 percent 
of the resources of the Nation-
al Education Development Fund 
be devoted to buying food pro-
duced on family farms, as well as 
providing the school meal serv-
ice to all primary education stu-
dents, including both children and 
adults.

Q: What problems does the pro-
gramme face?

A: There are difficulties that are 
specific to the programme, and 

others that are inherent to any 
programme covering the whole 
of Brazil: the size of the country, 
the varied agricultural activities 
in the different regions, and the 
low productive capacity of family 
agriculture when it comes to sup-
plying demand.

Other problems include differ-
ences in local customs, the differ-
ent nutritional needs of students, 
lack of infrastructure to store, 
transport and prepare meals, a 
lack of space to set up school 
lunchrooms, as well as challeng-
es in developing ongoing food 

and nutritional education that is 
intrinsic to the educational proc-
ess.

There is also “competition” 
between the meals offered by the 
school and canteens or bars sell-
ing sweets, fizzy drinks, salty or 
fatty snacks, the “favourites” of 
children and adolescents. A 2009 
resolution restricts the amount of 
fat, sugar and salt in PNAE meals.

Q: And what challenges does the 
programme intend to address?

A: We plan to carry out a thor-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
tor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and telephone 
number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

From Brazil’s family farm to the 
school lunchroom table

Resetting the housing sectorWomen and 
Sunshine Week

Reset underwater 
mortgages to fair 
market value. That 

will boost the 
housing sector, 

bolster consumer 
spending, and restore 

the dream of home 
ownership for millions 

of Americans.

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12
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The Republican Party used last 
weekend to bombard the media 
with tidings of a retooling process 
its chiefs said the party needed in 
order to regain ground lost in the 
2012 election. One comment from 
Republican National Committee 
chairman Reince Priebus had about 
it a conspicuously “Good luck with 
that” vibe. A stepped-up outreach 
campaign by Republicans, Priebus 
said, would include a commitment 
to make more visits to historically 
Black colleges to tell the story of 
the GOP. That duly hyperbolic state-
ment of grand intentions immedi-
ately begs the question: what version 
of the Republican story did Priebus 
and company plan to tell?        

We suspect that there’ll be lots 
of support among decision mak-
ers to place heavy emphasis on the 
party to which (appropriate for a 
pitch to  African American students) 
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass belonged. That 19th cen-
tury Republican model that gener-
ally tended to shame the opposition 
on the era’s matters of conscience. 
There surely can’t be much of a 
yen, in making the Republican case 
to Black students, for employing 
as carrot the face of the GOP with 
which those students are most likely 

to be familiar.
Hardly would these party strate-

gists be billboarding the GOP expe-
rience of Susan Collins and Olympia 
Snowe, two of the dying embers 
illustrative of what befell “modera-
tion” in the Republican ranks,  two 
quality acts from Maine who served 
concurrently in the U.S. Senate, 
until evidently the GOP’s relent-
less tacking to the far right and the 
resulting Washington stasis became 
more than Snowe was prepared to 
abide, she opting not to run again 
in 2012. 

And hardly would the GOP 
wunderkinds be likely, too, in an 
African American school setting, to 
favor making capital of the party of 
Charlie Crist, the former governor of 
Florida, who earned instant persona 
non grata status from both party 
leaders and the rank  and file when 
he dared to accept and openly dem-
onstrate his appreciation for stimu-
lus money from the country’s Afri-
can American president. Another 
non-starter, another instance where 
this recounting of the GOP story 
to audiences of African American 
young people would be guaranteed 
not to work particularly well would 
be in invoking the name of one Don-
ald Trump. He who, after fouling the 

air ad nauseam with his “birther” 
garbage about the president, outdid 
himself with the call for a march on 
Washington after Obama won him-
self a second term.     

So, which GOP narrative do they 
think deserves highlighting for per-
sons of color? Would it be the budget 
balancing plan recently rolled out 
by one of their alleged experts in 
those matters, Rep. Paul Ryan, in 
which he laid out in cold, unflinch-
ing fashion what formerly had been 
code language for “Social Security 
and Medicaid/Medicare be damned” 
in their version of the way forward? 
Are they prepared to tell African 
American college students that this 
proposed large-scale abandonment 
of their parents’ and grandparents’ 
futures by the party brain trust is 
as good a measure as there is of the 
party’s regard for those who aren’t 
well-to-do? Don’t think so. Neither 
would there be any charm offensive 
mounted to young Blacks, it’s safe 
to assume, which underscores the 

disparity in African American num-
bers of elected officials and other 
office holders on the Democratic as 
opposed to Republican side. 

House Speaker John Boehner, 
weighing in on the issue of what 
should be done about the Republi-
can Party’s problems, said the issue 
had nothing to do with the party’s 
principles, but the way  they were 
giving voice to their ideas. Think 
again, Mr. Speaker. Boehner’s assess-
ment is reflective of how much the 
head-in-the-sand syndrome contin-
ues to live with the GOP. Yes, there 
was Romney’s immortal “47 per-
cent” gotcha gift to the other side 
(thank you, Scott Prouty).  And yes, 
there were other wing-nut utter-
ances, like Todd Akin’s revisionist 
intelligence on women’s pregnancy. 
But those aside, it’s clear the Repub-
lican camp was all along commit-
ted to its own zone of unreality, 
which conveyed, incredulously to 
those on the outside looking in, that 
it was cool to espouse values which 
wouldn’t resonate well with the bulk 
of the electorate. That walled-off, 
fantasy existence extended even to 
polls they commissioned, which told 
them they had the presidency sewn 
up, when all others said otherwise. 
Boehner’s pronouncement about 

the way to proceed, going forward, 
is an unmistakable indication the 
fantasy hasn’t gone anywhere.

Priebus said it saddened him to 
hear the GOP described as a party 
of “stuffy old guys.” The re-branding 
plans, he said, would have to include 
showing off the party’s bright young 
talent. When he mentions among 
the handful of individuals who are 
representative of bright young tal-
ent  in the party, the governor of 
Wisconsin, Scott Walker, you know 
the Republicans’ dedication to the 
anti-common man’s cause remains 
rock-solid. Walker, a polarizing, 
union-buster of a guy who was 
gifted obscene levels of out-of-town 
right-wing mega bucks to beat back 
a recall! If the fix includes the likes 
of Walker, the tone deafness prob-
lem clearly hasn’t been arrested.

Simultaneous with the unfold-
ing of this Republican grand design 
for connecting with folks was the 
big Conservative/Tea Party confab 
where, it was reported, Sarah Palin 
was the undisputed star of the show. 
Republicans need this alone as their 
takeaway for where they stand – no 
focus groups, no sampling neces-
sary. Palin is the straw stirring that 
right-wing drink: there’s a line to try 
on black college students.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Clearly a story that defies sugar-coating 

FAMILY FEUD is a registered trademark of FremantleMedia
Operations BV.  www.fremantlemedia.com

©2013 NEW YORK LOTTERY. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 
YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER TO PURCHASE A LOTTERY TICKET.

TO PLAY THE SECOND CHANCE 
SWEEPSTAKES VISIT NYLOTTERYSWEEPS.COM.
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but also for Fannie, Freddie, 
and U.S. taxpayers, DeMar-
co has rejected all efforts to 
move this solution forward.

Remember how, on the 
campaign trail, President 
Obama often used the met-
aphor of driving a car to 
make his case for why he 
(and Democrats) should be 
re-elected? “Why would we 
give the keys back to the 
same people who drove the 

economy into the ditch in 
the first place?” was the gist 
of his appeal. Well, now he’s 
got a guy driving his admin-
istration’s housing policy 
who, instead of turning the 
key and stepping on the gas 
to get the car out of the 
ditch, seems more intent on 
slashing the tires.

Especially with the grid-
lock in the U.S. House 
and Senate over econom-
ic issues, we need Presi-

dent Obama to do what’s 
in his power to get the 
economy back on track. 
As small business owners 
and real estate agents, we’d 
suggest he start by ask-
ing Mr. DeMarco to hand 
over the keys to his office. 
It’s time to appoint a new 
FHFA director who will do 
what’s right for homeown-
ers, small businesses, and 
the economy by resetting 
mortgages.

Produce from family farms

Sunshine Week
barriers, including sexual 
harassment. Eileen Shana-
han, an economics writer for 
the New York Times from 
1966 to 1977, described fla-
grant examples of harass-
ment on Capitol Hill in an 
oral history interview. She 
cited an instance in which 
a senator directed her to his 
“hideaway” office to get an 
important economics report 
and “actually tore a button 
off my blouse trying to get at 
me.” She fought him off, but 
remembered to pick up the 
report as she left.

Today, women are esti-

mated to represent about 
half of the Washington press 
corps and have proved them-
selves capable of carrying 
on the highest traditions of 
journalism. For example, 
Dana Priest of the Wash-
ington Post is a two-time 
Pulitzer Prize winner. Along 
with Anne Hull, she exposed 
the degraded living condi-
tions for wounded soldiers at 
Walter Reed Medical Center, 
which led to the resignation 
of top officials and improve-
ments in health care for vet-
erans. 

She previously uncov-
ered secret overseas prisons 
that the Central Intelligence 

Agency used for interroga-
tion of suspected terrorists.

Somewhat akin to Anne 
Royall nearly two centu-
ries earlier, Priest is moti-
vated to bring an abuse to 
light as a way of ensuring 
that democracy continues. 
In a television interview on 
secret prisons, Priest said, 
“We tried to figure out a way 
to get as [much] information 
to the public as we could 
without damaging national 
security.”

Women have fought hard 
and responsibly for the 
opportunity to report sig-
nificant news from Wash-
ington.          

ough assessment of the 
nutritional needs of stu-
dents and match them with 
adequate nutrition that they 
find acceptable, as well as 
with the farming culture 
and diets of every locality. 
Another challenge is finding 
professionals who are well-
trained in this field.

Q: Is it possible to reach 
all primary schools, at fed-
eral, state and municipal 
levels?

A: The programme serves 
all schools that have formed 
their own school nutrition 
council and have hired a 
nutritionist. In 2012 there 
were 161,670 such schools, 
83 percent of the total.

Q: How are the menus 

drawn up?
A: They need to be drawn 

up according to age range, 
type of school and the hours 
students spend in school. 
When two meals are served, 
at least 30 percent of daily 
nutritional requirements 
should be provided. In 
schools with a full-day cur-
riculum, the minimum is 
70 percent. (In Brazil, many 
schoolchildren attend either 
the morning or the after-
noon shift.)

Q: Has it been demon-
strated that school meals 
improve scholastic perform-
ance?

A: There is a variety of 
evidence on the role of 
nutrition in neurological, 
cognitive and intellectual 
development in childhood. 
Proteins, calcium, iron, 

iodine, zinc, vitamins and 
fish oils fulfil essential func-
tions, as shown by different 
studies.

The school environment 
favours the formation of 
habits. Habits are formed 
from birth, by means of 
family customs and those 
taught by society – at school, 
in social circles and by the 
media – up until adult life, 
when along with symbolic 
aspects they set the pattern 
of individual and societal 
consumption.

The PNAE encourages 
eating fruits, vegetables and 
pulses and prescribes food 
hygiene control, precepts 
that lead to an adequate 
supply and healthy intake. 
The earlier these habits are 
learned, the greater the 
probability that they will be 
continued in adulthood.

Rebuilding the housing sector
Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-

 
 



Ma
r. 

22
-2

8,
 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 14 B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pain and disturbance in urination?

Suspect that you may have 
prostate problems?

According to the National Ambulatory Medical 
Care Survey, one in every two men over age 50 suf-
fers from an enlarged prostate, and at age 75, about 
80% of men suffer from this condition. Are you part 
of this disturbing statistic? If you are a male and 
experience painful urinary symptoms that make life 
diffi cult, it’s time to talk to a urologist. 

Symptoms and Testing
BPH (Benign prostatic hyperplasia or enlarged 

prostate) occurs when the prostate gland becomes 
enlarged due to an excess growth of healthy cells. 
The presence of an enlarged prostate can be identi-
fi ed through the prevalence of the following symp-
toms:

These symptoms emerge gradually, often grow-

prostate (non-cancerous) may be present as a result 
of any one of these hardly noticeable symptoms. 
Such conditions are often mistakenly blamed on 
age, stress and other factors, which is absolutely 
not the case.

In order to rule out prostate cancer and allevi-
ate symptoms, it is important to see a urologist as 

does not cause prostate cancer, both affl ictions may 
be present at the same time, so it is important to 
continue screening for prostate cancer even if you 
already have BPH. The New York Urologic Insti-

PSA (prostate specifi c antigen) in blood and, if nec-
essary, take a painless biopsy (sampling of cells) 
of the prostate. This eliminates the possibility of 
prostate cancer, which is identical with BPH in its 
symptoms.

Treatment
There are various treatments for an enlarged 

prostate, including minimally invasive and surgical 
treatments. If symptoms begin affecting your daily 
life, treatment options such as minimally invasive 
procedures, medication, or surgery may help. The 
New York Urologic Institute offers a wide range of 
possibilities for the treatment of an enlarged pros-
tate, including applied therapeutic and physiothera-
peutic methods.

Minimally Invasive Procedures
Minimally invasive procedures usually allow pa-

to no complications. These procedures involve us-
ing microwave therapy to eliminate portions of the 
prostate.  

Medication & Drug Therapies
Medications and drug therapies are commonly 

used to relieve moderate symptoms of an enlarged 
prostate. The goal of these medications is to relax 
the muscles in the prostate and bladder in order to 
reduce bladder obstructions.

Surgical Procedures
Surgical procedures involve removing the inner 

part of the prostate through a special instrument 
inserted into the urethra. If the prostate has greatly 
enlarged, an open prostatectomy is necessary, where 
an incision is made in the abdomen from which the 
inner layer in the prostate is removed. 

Because BPH and prostate cancer can coexist, 
urologists at the New York Urologic Institute are 
meticulous in diagnosing BPH and highly recom-
mend regular screening for prostate cancer. If you 
experience excessive discomfort from your symp-
toms, do not hesitate to discuss your treatment op-
tions with one of the award-winning urologists at 
the New York Urologic Institute. If your life has 

been impacted by BPH, come visit NYUI and see 
how you can restore your comfort.

You May Have An Enlarged Prostate and Not Know It!

America’s Top Urologists 2009, 2010
Queens: 110-11 72nd Ave., Forest Hills, NY 11375
Brooklyn: 2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills.
We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. 
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. marks Painless Dental, you have a unique 
opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fi llings, root canals or even the most extensive oral 
surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, where we make it our fi rst priority 
to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and laughing gas is also available.

Gum Treatment
We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from simple prophylaxis to 
advanced gum and bone surgery.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
 Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. We combine the
 best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate unnecessary extractions.
 We also do Invisalign treatment.

 Dental Laboratory on Premises
 New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.
 

 Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.
OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 

EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 

OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 

YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 

REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 

AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.
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By Michael Melia
HARTFORD, Conn. 

(AP) — The city of Hart-
ford agreed five years ago 
to donate a used fire truck 
to a sister city in Jamaica, 
Morant Bay, and the truck 
was sent off to the Carib-
bean. So some were sur-
prised to learn this year 
that the small island com-
munity said it never arrived 
and was seeking another 
truck.

The 100-foot ladder truck 
did make it to Jamaica, 
but island officials decided 
its large size made it bet-
ter suited to a suburb of 
the capital city, where it 
remains in service.

Now the mayor is facing 
questions about the han-
dling of the donation, and 
the city’s police department 
has opened an investiga-
tion. The vehicle transfer 
was coordinated by one 
of the department’s own 
officers, Jamaica-born Sgt. 

Andrew Lawrence, who is 
also president of the Car-
ibbean Trade Council of 
Hartford.

The city council presi-
dent, Shawn Wooden, said 
he only learned about the 
donation after the coun-
cil voted in January to 
donate another fire truck 
to Morant Bay.

“Certainly, it would have 
been helpful for the council 
to know about questions 
about the first fire truck 
if the mayor was aware,” 
Wooden said. “It’s not clear 
to me what the mayor knew 
when.”

It’s not unusual for cities 
to donate decommissioned 
emergency vehicles to poor 
Caribbean islands, par-
ticularly cities like Hart-
ford with large West Indian 
populations, as a gesture 
of goodwill. But Hartford 
is not the first city where 
such largesse has led to 
headaches for the mayor.

In Lawrence, Mass., pros-
ecutors have alleged that 
a chief of staff to Mayor 
William Lantigua used his 
position to pressure an 
executive manager of the 
city’s trash contractor to 
donate a garbage truck to 
a town in Lantigua’s native 
Dominican Republic. Leon-
ard Degnan was indicted 
last year on charges includ-
ing solicitation of a bribe, 
extortion and conspiracy.

In Washington, D.C., 
council members raised 
questions in 2009 about 
the proposed donation of an 
ambulance and a fire truck 
to a town in the Domini-
can Republic. No criminal 
wrongdoing was found.

The case of the misplaced 
fire truck from Hartford 
appears to boil down main-
ly to miscommunication.

Robert Montague, who 
served as Jamaica’s min-
ister for local government 

Hartford investigates truck 
donation to Jamaica

Make life a little sweeter.

718-848-3344
158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd., 

Howard Beach, Queens 11414

718-451-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., 

Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-622-3344
1357 Fulton Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11216 

Then you need a criminal defense 
attorney who will aggressively defend 
your rights. 

   on any and all legal matters

RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Toll Free
24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week 

ARRESTED?

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

clients arrested for any and all crimes.

855 NY NOT GUILTY
855 696-6848

Continued on Page 32
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ALL ITEMS
REDUCED

30%
   70%

DCA LICENSE
#14588578

 

ONLY

MILLION DOLLAR
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

LIQUIDATION

to

128–03 MERRICK BLVD
JAMAICA, NY 11434

718–978–5555

WWW.MYBEVERLYHILLSFURNITURE.COM
FREE

PARKING
IN FRONT

LIQUIDATION
STARTING NOW!
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

SMALL BUSINESS    RESOURCES

By Chudi Chukwudi
Whether in the USA or 

in the Caribbean, the same 
quality products, low prices, 
unbeatable warranties and 
excellent service applies at 
every Courts store.

With its  bright yellow, 
red and blue store-front 
banners, COURTS Carib-
bean  might appear to be 
a new name to some in 
the New York area, but the 
company has been serving 
the Caribbean- and, more 
recently, the US market for 
more than 50 years.

“ COURTS Caribbean is 
synonymous with savings, 
style and service,” the com-
pany boasts. It currently 
operates over 100 stores 
in 11 Caribbean countries, 
including: Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, 
Dominica, Grenada, Guy-
ana, Jamaica, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, St. Lucia, and 
Trinidad &Tobago. 

COURTS Caribbean 
became the first stores in 
the United States to cater 
primarily to Caribbean 
immigrants living in the 
county, providing easy and 
reliable acess for Caribbeans 
in the country who wish to 
send a large range of prod-
ucts to their folks at home. 
Courts Caribbean became 
a one-stop shop for a wide 
range of appliances such as 

LCDs, Plasma and LED TVs, 
the full range of home appli-
ances, plus a wide and beau-

tiful selection of furniture 
and bedding for family and 
loved ones back home. 

COURTS Caribbean’s 
streamlined, in-store expe-
rience at all of its stores 

provides the opportunity 
for customers to visit store 
locations to see and touch a 
range of products, and have 
their questions answered by  
the company’s knowledge-
able sales associates, with a 
guarantee of next-day deliv-
ery from one of the 100 
store locations and mul-
tiple distribution centers 
throughout the Caribbean 
and in the U.S.

In the Caribbean, cus-
tomers enjoy a hassle-free 
way of shopping for Courts 
products, and in the U.S. 
they avoid having to pay 
high shipping- and cus-
toms-fees associated with 
exporting products. 

“Sometimes, during ship-
ment, products are damaged 
or lose their manufactur-
er’s warranty,” a company 
spokesperson said. “With 
Courts, all these problems 
are avoided. Best of all, the 
products sold by Courts 
maintain their guarantee; 
so customers have peace of 
mind with their purchase. 
They even can extend it with 
the five-year protection plan 
offered by Courts.”

According to Courts’ USA 
Managing Director Felix 
Siman III, “The mission is 
clear: ‘To deliver daily the 
highest standard of service 
possible to our customers. 
Going beyond our abilities 
to solve their daily needs, 

providing strong credit 
options, the latest technol-
ogy, high quality products, 
in a beautiful display and in 
a sales floor that provides a 
fun, exciting and informa-
tive experience.”

“But that is not all,” he 
added. “Courts Caribbean 
offers quality products with 
easy credit options and pre-
mium customer service for 
purchases in New York too! 
Renowned brands like Sam-
sung, Ashley, Serta, and 
Acme are available through-
out the stores, and not only 
will the customer get all of 
this; they will feel at home 
with an in-store shopping 
experience that features tra-
ditional music, friendly staff 
and a true feeling of the 
Caribbean.”

 Courts Caribbean now 
has two locations in New 
York City: one in Brooklyn 
at 2822 Church Ave. and 
another at 8956 165th St. 
in Queens, between Jamaica 
Avenue and 89th Avenue.

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Look for Courts’ bright- yellow, red and blue storefront banners in your neighbor-
hood or borough. Photo courtesy of Courts Caribbean

Bringing value home for a half Century

“Courts Caribbean 
offers quality 

products with easy 
credit options and 
premium customer 

service for 
purchases in New 

York too!



Page 19 • Caribbean Life • Mar. 22-28, 2013

www.BrooklynTabernacle.org

2   3   4   5  to Boro Hall   A  C   F  to Jay Street-Boro Hall  M   R  to Lawrence Street-Metro Tech  G  to Hoyt-Schermerhorn StreetBy Subway

B25, B26, B37, B38, B41, B45, B52, B54, B57, B61, B65, B67, B75 to Smith and Livingston StreetBy BusTake mass transit to Downtown Brooklyn-Fulton Mall
17 Smith Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 | 718.290.2000 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle D R A M A  C O M P A N Y
P R E S E N T S

THE
STORY OF

LoVE
FREE

 ADMISSION

SUNDAY
March 24 
3:00 pm 7:30 pm 12:00 & 3:00 pm

FRIDAY
March 29

SUNDAY
March 31 

Inspiration for the whole family.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

Do you know someone who is HIV+ 
and who needs medical care?

HIV+ people who live in New York State 
may be able to get

FREE MEDICAL CARE
We can help people who are uninsured, 

underinsured or undocumented
Call the Medical Benefits 

Assistance Program
718-399-0200 Ext. 228 or 229

Assistance in applying for free medical 
benefits
Referrals to high-quality medical specialists
All their HIV medications and other prescrip-
tions will be covered

ALL SERVICES ARE CONFIDENTIAL

FREE MEDICAL 
BENEFITS

OTHER SUPPORTIVE SERVICES PROVIDED

applying for food stamps

182 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11217

-
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By Christopher Toothaker
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — 

Near the entrance to Venezuela’s 
national book fair, an image of 
the late Hugo Chavez holding a 
can of paint in one hand and a 
brush in the other greets visi-
tors. Beside him reads a bright-
red message that has also been 
scrawled on walls all over the 
country: “I will be present in the 
struggle.”

Judging by the posters, com-
ics and stacks of books featuring 
Chavez at the book fair, the larg-
er-than-life leader is living up to 
those words two weeks after his 
death from cancer.

An April 14 vote to replace 
Chavez approaches, and the gov-
ernment is pushing the candida-
cy of Nicolas Maduro, his hand-
picked successor, by inserting the 
late president into every corner 

of daily life. That includes the 
country’s cultural life, and the 
annual book fair has become the 
latest example of the government 
strategy.

“If we are all Chavez, we must 
be readers and promote that inti-
mate affection that Chavez had 
for reading,” Maduro said while 
inaugurating the fair on the pati-
os outside the Teresa Carreno 
theater.

Conspicuously absent at the 
book fair on a recent afternoon 
were tomes written by the likes 

of conservative Peruvian author 
Mario Vargas Llosa or column-
ist Andres Oppenheimer. Instead, 
public employees handed out 
booklets of Chavez’s last televised 
speech and posters dramatizing 
his healthier days, with the lead-
er wearing a dark suit and the 
red, yellow and blue presidential 
sash.

Opposition politician Julio 
Castellanos slammed the govern-
ment for using state institutions 
and cultural events such as the 

By Christopher Toothaker
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — 

Venezuela has halted communica-
tion with a top U.S. diplomat in the 
wake of President Hugo Chavez’s 
death.

Foreign Minister Elias Jaua said 
Wednesday that “any type of con-
tact has been postponed” with U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs Rob-
erta Jacobson, who had reportedly 
reached out to Venezuela’s govern-
ment before Chavez’s death.

Jaua specified, however, that dip-
lomatic and consular relations would 
remain between the two countries.

Venezuela’s government expelled 
two military attaches earlier this 
month for allegedly talking to mem-
bers of the country’s armed forces. 
Washington responded by ejecting 
two Venezuelan diplomats, who were 
honored by Jaua Wednesday.

The two countries haven’t had 

ambassadors posted in each other’s 
capitals since 2010.

With an April 14 presidential 
vote approaching to replace Chavez, 
Venezuelan officials have intensi-
fied their rhetoric against the U.S., 
warning it to not interfere in the 
vote. Acting leader and government 
candidate Nicolas Maduro has even 
accused the U.S. of infecting Chavez 
with the cancer that killed him and 
of working with opposition candi-
date Henrique Capriles .

At the same time, Maduro has 
accused former U.S. officials of plot-
ting to kill Capriles in the hopes of 
fomenting a coup. The U.S. State 
Department has rejected that accu-
sation while calling for free and fair 
elections.

On Wednesday, Jaua accused two 
former U.S. assistant secretaries of 
state of seeking Central American 
mercenaries to carry out the sup-
posed assassination plot.

A man reads a book as he sits next to a stencil mural depicting 
Venezuela’s former President Hugo Chavez holding a bucket of 
red paint and a brush, that reads in Spanish “I’ll be present in the 
fi ght,” during the annual book fair in Caracas, Venezuela, Tues-
day, March 19, 2013.  AP Photo/Fernando Llano

Venezuela halts 
communication 

with U.S. diplomat

Book fair 
offers more 

Chavez 
than books

She is more than just my doctor…She is also a trusted family friend
Health Services:

Bed-Stuy Medical Center 
“Putting the CARE in health care”

1491 Broadway 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, Corner of Jeff erson
   train to Halsey St. Station

(718) 213-1305  bedstuymedical@gmail.com
We accept Medicare, Medicaid and other insurance  Walk-ins welcome  Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-7

Dr. Azuka Anyoka, Dr. Bilgin Kerisli, Dr. Mark Michnik, 
Dr. Sun Joo-Kin, Dr. Runkel Yuan, Dr. Nina Mirsakov

  Internal Medicine
 Adolescent & Young Adult 

  Health 
 Allergy & Immunology 
 Pediatrics 
 Obstetrics/Gynecology
 Chiropractic Sleep Medicine 
 Urology 

 Cardiology
 Ear, Nose and Throat 
 Podiatry Vascular 
 PMR 
 Neurology 
 Physical Therapy 
 Fertility treatments 
 Acupuncture

Continued on Page 35
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Striving to be a Pain Free NYC
PAIN PHYSICIANS NY provides a full range of advance services to help our patients return 

to a healthy and pain-free lifestyle. We are committed to providing the most effective 
treatments and utilizing the latest technologies for each patient.

Our services include:

ENGLISH & SPANISH 
SPEAKING STAFF

We can help with:

We accept most major medical 
insurances, medicare, medicaid, 
workers compensation, and 
personal injury insurance(718) 998-9890

BROOKLYN MANHATTAN: 780 8TH QUEENS: 214-19 JAMAICA AVENUE

(Family Features) Everyone’s 
vision changes as they age, but some 
changes could indicate a more seri-
ous problem. Age-related macular 
degeneration and glaucoma are two 
of the most common eye diseases in 
older Americans. As many as 11 mil-
lion people in the United States have 
some form of macular degeneration, 
and more than three million have 
some form of glaucoma, according to 
the BrightFocus Foundation, a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving brain and eye health. There 
may also be an association between 
untreated poor vision and cognitive 
impairment, which is another reason 
to take steps to protect your eyesight.

Age-related Macular 
Degeneration

Age-related macular degeneration 
is an irreversible destruction of the 
central area of the eye’s retina, known 
as the macula, which leads to loss of 
the sharp, fine-detail, straight-ahead 
vision required for activities like read-
ing, driving, recognizing faces, and 
seeing the world in color. It’s the lead-

ing cause of vision loss in Americans 
60 years of age and older, and the 
second highest cause of irreversible 
blindness in the world. 

Glaucoma
Glaucoma is actually a group of eye 

disorders. They have few symptoms 
in the early stages, but eventually the 
optic nerve is damaged, leading to 
loss of side vision or complete blind-
ness. Glaucoma is a leading cause of 
blindness among African Americans 
and Hispanics in the U.S. Between 
the ages of 45 and 64, glaucoma is 15 
times more likely to cause blindness 
in African Americans than in Cauca-
sians. All people older than 60 are at 
a greater risk of developing glaucoma 
than people who are younger.

Best Practices for Healthy 
Vision

• Eat right to protect your sight, 
especially fruits and vegetables, and 

fish high in omega-3 fatty acids such 
as salmon, tuna, and halibut. 

• Exercise daily to improve your 
immune system and blood pressure 
and your eye and brain health as well 
as to maintain a healthy weight.  

• Quit smoking. Toxins found in 
cigarette smoke have been linked to 
an increased risk for developing mac-
ular degeneration.

• Wear high-quality sunglasses 
with a rating of 99- or 100-percent 
UV-A and UV-B protection. Also don a 
wide-brimmed hat when outdoors. 

• Have a comprehensive dilated 
eye exam regularly from an eye doc-
tor. 

Eye Tests Everyone 
Should Have 

Regular eye exams are crucial in 
maintaining eye health and catching 
any warning signs early. This is par-
ticularly important for certain forms 
of glaucoma, as those affected may 
not feel or see that anything is wrong 
until the disease has progressed to 
stages when vision loss occurs. Com-
prehensive exams should include 

these three tests:
• Visual acuity: using an eye chart 

to test your sight at various distanc-
es.

• Pupil dilation: widening the pupil 
with eye drops, allowing the doctor to 
see signs of disease. 

• Tonometry: tests the fluid pres-
sure inside the eye. 

Warning Signs
If you or a loved one experiences 

any severe or persistent symptoms 
such as these that can be associated 
with macular degeneration or glau-
coma, contact an eye doctor imme-
diately:

• Loss of vision 
• Sudden blurred or hazy vision 
• Blind spots or “holes” in your 

vision
• Shadows over the center of your 

vision
• Pain in or around the eye that 

may be accompanied by nausea or 
vomiting

• Halos around lights at night
• Painful or intense sensitivity to 

light 
• Distortion or waviness of vision, 

especially central vision 
• A loss of side vision or a feeling 

that you’re looking through a tunnel
BrightFocus Foundation provides 

free information to the public and 
advances vital research to end glau-
coma, macular degeneration and 
Alzheimer’s disease. More informa-
tion about these topics is available at 
www.BrightFocus.org/See.

HEALTH

Regular eye exams are crucial in maintaining eye health and catch-
ing any warning signs early.

What you need to know 
about vision health
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(StatePoint) Everyone 
has heard about a cosmetic 
procedure that left a patient 
unsatisfied or worse. But 
don’t let those anecdotes 
scare you. There are plenty 
of qualified, talented doc-
tors available for every pro-
cedure.

Whether you’re investi-
gating a tummy tuck or 
laser fat removal, don’t 
rush to the first doctor in 
the phone book. For better 
results, do your research:

• Ask your friends for 
referrals, particularly if you 
like their results.

• While cost may be a 
factor, remember, less is 
not always more. This is 
your body, so opt with the 
best choice. Many doctors 
offer their patients financ-
ing choices that can help 
make procedures more 
affordable.

• Read reviews online. 
What kind of reputation 
does the doctor have?

Begin your research 
process at a site which 
offers patients an easy way 
to directly connect to mul-
tiple doctors in a matter of 

minutes, and offers valu-
able resources on various 
procedures. 

For example, www.Locat-
eaDoc.com, a top online 
physician directory of 

150,000 doctors, connects 
patients with cosmetic and 
plastic surgeons, hair res-
toration specialists, and ear 
nose and throat doctors. 
Prospective patients can 
search by body part to find 
a specialist, by procedure or 
treatment name, location 
or doctor’s last name.

• Schedule a consulta-
tion with several doctors 
so you can get a sense for 

how knowledgeable they 
seem and how comfortable 
you feel with them, their 
staffs and offices. Develop a 
list of questions in advance 
and take notes so you 
can remember the specif-
ics about each doctor and 
experience.

• A picture is worth a 
thousand words, so com-
pare doctors’ work visual-
ly. For instance, you can 
review over 60,000 before 
and after cosmetic surgery 
pictures at LocateaDoc.
com. The searchable gal-
lery includes botox pictures 
and images of other proce-
dures done by doctors listed 
in the system. Filter results 
by procedure, gender, age, 
height and weight to see 
the results of patients simi-
lar to you.

• Investigate multiple 
procedures that deliver 
similar results to determine 
which is right for you.

By doing appropriate leg 
work in advance, you can 
walk into your procedure 
with confidence that you’ve 
made a good decision.

Find a qualifi ed, talented doctor for your cosmetic procedure.   
 (c) Aleksandr Markin/Shutterstock.com 

Finding the right 
doctor for your 

cosmetic procedure

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313 Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

While cost may 
be a factor, 

remember, less is 
not always more. 
This is your body, 

so opt with the 
best choice.

HEALTH

PACC
BK
BUILDS
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4802 Tenth Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11219  |  MAIMONIDESMED.ORG 

The right care. Right here.

Assemblywoman
Rhoda Jacobs 
Invites You to a Free

Heart, Vascular, and 
Stroke Symposium

Sunday, April 7, 2013 at 2:30 p.m.

St. Jerome RC School Gymnasium 

465 East 29th Street (Between Newkirk and Foster Avenues) | Brooklyn, NY 11226

To Make a Reservation, please call: 718-283-8832
Limited Seating · Free Light Lunch · Free Gift for All Attendees · Free Parking

Learn about heart, vascular, and stroke issues including 

signs and symptoms, available treatments, and preventive 

care from acknowledged experts in the field. 

SPECIAL REMARKS BY ASSEMBLYWOMAN RHODA JACOBS 

 

Vascular and Endovascular Health

Heart,  

Vascular, 

 and Stroke  

Symposium
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of the Guyana Police Force 
and miners had been cap-
tured on camera and posted 
on the Internet.

A Government Informa-
tion Agency (GIA) statement 
said that the Guyana Geol-
ogy and Mines Commission 
(GGMC), an agency of the 
Ministry of Natural Resourc-
es and the Environment has 
commenced an investigation 
into the matter.

GINA said that Mines 
Minister Robert Persaud 
has since called for an 
emergency meeting of the 
GGDMA Board of Directors, 
in addition to requesting 
the assistance of the Com-
missioner of Police in inves-
tigating this matter.

The decision to investi-
gate the alleged beatings fol-
lows the release of a report 
of a Commission of Enquiry 
that found police guilty of 
killing three protestors at 
the mining town of Linden 
last July.

In recent months, native 
Indians have complained 
against the granting of min-

ing concessions that have 
been given out on ances-
tral lands, claiming that the 
mining pollutes rivers and 
chases away wildlife.

Jamaica
Police in Jamaica are 

continuing investigations 
into a child trafficking ring 
that they 
say involves 
locals as 
well as peo-
ple from an 
unnamed British territory 
in the Caribbean.

The Child Development 
Agency CDA) said the mat-
ter had been turned over to 
law enforcement authorities 
and according to the Minis-
try of Youth and Culture, 
which has responsibility for 
the CDA, the matter came 
to light following investiga-
tions, which started more 
than a month ago as part 
of ongoing efforts to pro-
tect Jamaica’s children and 
ensure the country’s com-
pliance with its internation-
al commitments.

Police said they have 
questioned a resident of the 

British overseas territory in 
connection with the case 
and the authorities said one 
child, who was the subject 
of a suspected human-traf-
ficking attempt, is now in 
care of the CDA. 

The ministry confirmed 
in a release recently that the 
suspect now faces prosecu-
tion under Jamaica’s obliga-
tions to the Optional Pro-
tocol to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution 
and Child Pornography.

Trinidad
Prime Minister Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar has ordered 
a probe into allegations of 
an illegal “Flying Squad” 
made by some retired mem-
bers of the Police Service.

She has 
a p p o i n t -
ed acting 
C o m m i s -
sioner of 
Police Stephen Williams to 
investigate reports of the 
resurrection of the Flying 
Squad.

Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUPCARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!
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Ms. Allison Butters-Grant
Tel: (973)-223-9165

Email: allisonbuttersgrant@globalconext.com

US CONTACT US CONTACT GUYANA CONTACT

Mr. Valence Williams
Tel: (917)-742-0257

Email: valdaro@yahoo.com

Elaine Ville Housing Development Inc.
Lot A190 Eping Avenue

Bel Air Park, Georgetown, Guyana

Tel: +(592)-226-4226
Email: info@elaineville.com

Website: www.elaineville.com

Hand-in-Hand Trust corporation Inc.
62-63 Middle Street,
North Cummingsburg,
Georgetown
Tel: 592-226-9781/4227/1750;227-1772
Fax: 592-226-9971
Email: trustco@gol.net.gy

Citizen’s Bank Guyana Ltd
201 Camp street, Lacytown,
Georgetown
Tel: 592-226-1705-6
Fax: 592-226-1719
Email: info@citizensbankgy.com

Discover the art of living in affordable luxury, and modern comfort.  Choose prestigious lots developed in strategically 
designed phases, all within the reach of modern conveniences and amenities.

OWN A PIECE OF PARADISE IN THE MAKING

HOUSE LOTS 
FOR SALE

IN GUYANA
AVAILABLE LOT SIZES: 1/8 ACRE, 1/4 ACRE, 1/2 ACRE, 1 ACRE, 2 ACRES, 4.3 ACRES, 7 ACRES

Elaine Ville
PREPARED INFRASTRUCTURE AMENITIES ELAINEVILLE IS CONVENIENTLY LOCATED LOCAL FINANCING AGENCIES

RECREATIONAL PARK

PORTABLE WATER SUPPLYWATER PUMP

ELECTRICITY

V i s i t  u s  a t :  w w w. e l a i n e v i l l e . c o m

• 30 minutes from Cheddi Jagan International Airport
• 2 minutes from Providence Police Station
• 2 minutes from a variety of Gas Stations
• 5 minutes from Guyana National Stadium
• 5 minutes from Princess International Hotel & Casino
• 7 minutes from the Demerara Harbor Bridge
• 7 minutes from a local mall
• 7 minutes from major banking institutions and ATMs
• 7 minutes from a Supermarket
• 10 minutes from Georgetown
• LOCATION: PROVIDENCE

OVERSEAS VISITORS AND POTENTIAL HOMEOWNERS
YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL LAND VIEWING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL +(592) 226-4226

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2013  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
AT PROVIDENCE, EAST BANK DEMERARA

ELAINEVILLE
HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT
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Going smoke-free is the only way to 
protect your family and neighbors from the 
dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 
 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Brooklyn Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building can 
go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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Get back to daily 
activities next day! 

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED!

 Advanced Diagnostic 

Equipment 

 Minimal Invasive Surgery

 Quick Recovery

 Painless
Dr. Howard Frank, DPM

Board Certifi ed
1636 East 14th St., Suite 105

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Global Podiatry

(347) 954-0002

Bunions  Crooked Toes  Hammertoes  Corns  Callouses

Ingrown Nails  Heel Pain  Warts  Nail Fungus

FOOT PAIN?
Need to improve appearance? We can help!

347-954-0002
AFHC presents Dr. Frank as its Leading Podiatry Specialist

www.brooklynnypodiatrist.com

By Lorrane Muir
As part of the annual 

Black History & Heritage 
Month celebration, Westch-
ester legislators on Mon-
day,  March 11, saluted  New 
York State Senator And-
rea Stewart-Cousins. The 
County Board of Legislators  
(BOL) honored State Sen. 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for 
her many achievements in 
elective office and beyond 
and her recent election as 
Democratic Conference 
Leader -- the first woman 
in New York State history to 
hold this important political 
position.

 Reciting from James 
Weldon Johnson’s poem: 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
(set to music by Johnson’s 
brother and also also known 
as “The African-American 
National Anthem”) County 
Board Vice Chairman Lyn-
don Williams (D-Mount Ver-
non)  paid tribute to Sen. 
Stewart Cousins thus: “… 
till now we stand at last... 
Where the white gleam of 
our bright star is cast,”  and 
added: “For a decade, Sen.

Stewart-Cousins served 
here on the County Board 
of Legislators where she was 
elected majority whip and 
later vice-chair.”

Before her election to the 
State Senate in 2006, Stew-
art-Cousins served 10 years 
in the County Legislature, 
representing the 17th Leg-
islative District in Yonkers, 
which Jenkins now repre-
sents.

 While on the Westch-
ester Board of Legislators, 
she authored and pushed 
for approval of landmark 
legislation such as: Westch-
ester’s first Human Rights 
Law, laws guaranteeing liv-
ing wages and smoke-free 
workplaces, laws protecting 
residents against predatory 
lenders and providing tax 
cuts for seniors and veter-
ans.

 Legislator Alfreda Wil-
liams (D-Greenburgh) pre-
sented a proclamation to 
Stewart-Cousins, noting 
that the state senator is rec-
ognized as a strong advocate 
for: human rights, quality 
education, affordable health 

care and more efficient gov-
ernment.

Cousins also authored 
and pushed for approval of 
other landmark legislation, 
including:Westchester’s first 

human rights law, and laws 
guaranteeing living wages 
and smoke-free workplac-
es, protection of residents 
against predatory lenders 
and providing tax cuts for 

seniors and veterans.
Chairman Ken Jenkins 

(D-Yonkers) lauded Stew-
art-Cousins as “an Afri-
can American whose pub-
lic service, dedication and 

compassion serve as superb 
examples for all Ameri-
cans,”  adding that the state 
senator has been “a major 
influence on my career in 
public service,” and that, as 
the new Democratic Con-
ference Leader in the New 
York State Senate she will 
“build the kind of bridges 
in state government over 
which progress and reform 
will travel.”

 Cousins aptly responded: 
“It is indeed an honor to 
recognize the Westchester 
Board of Legislators as a 
place where the history we 
make are those that impact 
the good people of New York 
State.”  She credits her time 
with the BOL for honing the 
much-needed negotiating 
skills to chart her course 
through and making a dif-
ference in her current posi-
tion as Democratic Confer-
ence Leader.

The ceremony ended up 
with a spirited performance 
from the Antioch Baptist 
Church (from her district) 
under the leadership Dr. 
Paul DeRiggs, the pastor.

State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins. 

Westchester pols salute a county leader



Ma
r. 

22
-2

8,
 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 3
0

By Fabiola Ortiz
RIO DE JANEIRO, Mar 

20 2013 (IPS) - Providing 
school meals for 45 mil-
lion children is a remarka-
ble achievement for Brazil. 
But the programme faces 
specific difficulties, as well 
as the generic problems 
plaguing any national plan 
in this vast country of more 
than 192 million people.

Brazil’s National School 
Feeding Programme 
(PNAE) has evolved from 
the strictly welfare-orient-
ed approach it had when 
it was created 58 years 
ago, into a multi-purpose 
development strategy with 
educational goals and a 
focus on stimulating local 
economies. IPS sat down 
with its coordinator, Alba-
neide Peixinho, to discuss 
its accomplishments and 
challenges.

Q: The PNAE has existed 
since 1955. How has it pro-
gressed since then?

A: Nowadays it is based 
on several principles, like 
the human right to ade-

quate nutrition and the aim 
of ensuring food and nutri-

tional security by means 
of free and universal pro-

vision for all children and 
adolescents enrolled in the 
public education system.

And also on equity and 
the constitutional right to 
school meals as a way of 
guaranteeing equal access 
to food.

The PNAE is part of the 

federal government’s Zero 
Hunger strategy, which 
encompasses 30 pro-
grammes designed to fight 
the causes of hunger and 
contribute to eradicating 
extreme poverty.

The government’s social 
vision was a key factor in 
the dramatic fall in pov-
erty in this country, and it 
was reflected in the PNAE, 
which since 2003 saw its 

funding increased by 300 
percent and its services 
expanded to middle-school 
students.

At the same time, the 
requirement that the pro-
gramme must purchase 
produce from local family 
farms gives it an impor-

tant role in reducing social 
inequality.

Q: What has it achieved?
A: The PNAE was cre-

ated simply as assistance 
to some schoolchildren. 
Now it reaches 45 million 
students in basic educa-
tion for the 200 days of the 
school year. Over the years 
it has accumulated experi-
ence and has taken on an 

ever wider scope, promot-
ing improvement in educa-
tional indicators, econom-
ic and social development 
and social participation in 
health care, by teaching 
good eating habits.

The 1988 constitution 
guaranteed the right (to 
free school meals) of all 
pupils enrolled in primary 
schools. As of 1994, the 
programme which previ-
ously was centralised, with 
a governing body that drew 
up menus, bought food and 
distributed it throughout 
the country, was convert-
ed into a locally managed 
programme governed by 
means of agreements.

Since 1998 it has been 
further improved, for exam-
ple by insisting on respect 
for the eating habits and 
the farming preferences of 
each locality, and the cre-
ation of school nutrition 
councils as oversight bod-
ies, with representatives of 
parents, students, teachers, 
the community and the 
executive and legislative 
branches.

Fabola Ortiz interviews Albaneide Piexinho, coordina-
tor of Brazil’s National School Meals Programme.  

 Photo Credit: Divulga Fundo Nacional de Desenvolvimento da Educao

Brazil’s school meals teach good eating habits

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 

are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-

tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

The government’s social vision was a 
key factor in the dramatic fall in poverty 

in this country, and it was reflected in 
the PNAE, which since 2003 saw its 

funding increased by 300 percent and 
its services expanded to middle-school 

students.
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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when the decommissioned 
fire truck was donated, 
said the Caribbean island’s 
National Works Agency 
decided that the 1984 Sut-
phen was too big to handle 
the narrow, rutted roads 
of Morant Bay, the small 
southeastern town that is 
Harford’s sister city.

“It’s an exceptionally 
long unit and they had con-
cerns over the weight and 
length on the small roads 
in the rural town. As a 
matter of fact, initially the 
recommendation was to 
turn down the offer,” said 
Montague, now the chair-
man of the main opposition 
Jamaican Labor Party.

There were plans to 
deploy the fire truck on 
straighter, better-main-
tained roads along north-
ern Jamaica’s coast. But 
eventually the Jamaica Fire 

Service decided to transfer 
the donated truck to the 
fire station in the southern 
city of Portmore, a growing 
bedroom community just 
outside of the capital of 
Kingston.

In a letter provided last 
week to the city of Hart-
ford, the Jamaican govern-
ment offered assurances 
the truck was received and 
being put to use.

The request for anoth-
er fire truck was report-

edly made by Morant Bay’s 
mayor, Marsha Francis, 
who did not return calls 
to her office seeking com-
ment.

Although the council 
gave its approval, Wooden 
said that was before he was 
aware another truck had 
been sent to Morant Bay. 
He said Hartford Mayor 
Pedro Segarra has assured 
him that the truck will not 
go anywhere until the issue 
is resolved.

A spokeswoman for Seg-
arra, Maribel La Luz, said 
the Hartford police inves-
tigation is under way and 
she did not have further 
comment.

Associated Press writer 
David McFadden in King-
ston, Jamaica, contributed 
to this report.

Copyright 2013 The 
Associated Press.

FREE* Tax Preparation
invite you to

* Qualified people will get their taxes completed for FREE.

Income limits 
• $50,000 with dependents
• $18,000 without dependents

To qualify you must have the following:

• If filing jointly with a spouse, both of you must be 
present with photo IDs.

• Social Security cards or ITIN (or copies) for you and your
spouse if filing jointly and anyone you are claiming on 
your tax return, or a letter from the Social Security 
Administration.

• W-2s for all jobs you held in 2012.

• Form 1099-G if you received unemployment 
insurance in 2012. 

• Form 1099-INT if you received interest from a 
bank account in 2012.

• Form 1098-T if you paid tuition. 

• Form 1098-E if you paid student loan interest.

• If you are claiming child care expenses, amount you 
paid and child care agency’s ID or name and Social 
Security number of the babysitter.

foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp

Council Member Darlene Mealy, Food Bank 
For New York City, and The City University of New York

Saturday, March 23, 2013

10 am-4 pm

We do not prepare the following returns: Itemized returns; Schedule C (Profit or Loss from Business - except limited Schedule C for child care providers and
taxi drivers); Complicated & Advanced Schedule D (Capital Gains and Losses); Schedule E (Rents & Losses); Form SS-5 (request for Social Security Number);
Form 2106 (Employee Business Expenses); Form 3903 (Moving Expenses); Form 8606 (Nondeductible IRAs); Form 8615 (Minor’s investment income)

DIRECTIONS: Take the J train to the Kosciuszko Street Stop. Bus: B46 /B52/B15 to Gates Avenue & Malcolm X Blvd.

Food Bank For New York City 646-315-7703   Council Member Mealy’s office 718-953-3097

For more information about additional locations, dates and times for ongoing free tax preparation, call 646-315-7703 or visit www.foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp

St. John’s Bread and Life
795 Lexington Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11221

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years

Hartford investigation
Continued from page 16 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

In a letter provided 
last week to the 
city of Hartford, 

the Jamaican 
government 

offered assurances 
the truck was 

received and being 
put to use.
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 

bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 

years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-

ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 

The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 

Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 
have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 

 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 
#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 

hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO WIN. TO ENTER, MAIL COMPLETED OFFICIAL READER SURVEY 
TO: COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP READER SURVEY SWEEPSTAKES, CNG NEWSPAPERS, 
ONE METROTECH CENTER North, 10th Flr, BROOKLYN, NY 11201, OR FAX TO (718)260-2592. FAX 
ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 1:00PM ON 4/5/13, MAILED ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED 4/5/13. 
SWEEPSTAKES ENDS 11:59:59 ON 4/4/13. OPEN ONLY TO  LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK.AGE 18 OR OLDER. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED.

Yes, I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners 
about their products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be 
shared with business partners of CNG for this purpose. Communication on privacy policy should be addressed 
to: Privacy Officer, CNG, One Metrotech Center North, 10th Flr, Brooklyn, NY 11201       Caribbean Life Brooklyn

1.   Your gender   Male  Female

2.   Your age   Under 25  26-45   46-65   65+

3.   Where do you live? Brooklyn Bronx  Queens  Manhattan Staten Island

4.   What is your annual household income before taxes?

        Under $50,0000  $51,000- $100,000 $101,000-$150,000 $150,000+

5.   What is your nation of origin? ________________________________________________________

6.   Where do you usually pick up Caribbean Life Newspaper? ____________________________  

7.   What is your favorite section(s) of the newspaper? (Check all that apply) 

 Business  Caribbean Roundup  Entertainment
 Health   News    Viewpoint 
 Sports  Sun Kulcha

8.  How long have you been reading the paper?       0-1 Year 1-5 Years 5-10 Years 10+ Years

9.  How often do you visit our website: wwww.caribbeanlifenews.com

 Daily           Weekly    2X Month   Monthly  Rarely   Never

10. What would you like to see in the newspaper in the future?  _________________________

11. How many people are in your household? _____

12. Where else do you get your news about the Caribbean?
 Online (Name websites)  _______________________________________________________
 International newspapers (Please name) ________________________________________  
 Radio (Station) ________________________________________________________________
 Local (Please name)  __________________________________________________________
 TV ( Which station)  ____________________________________________________________

13. How would you rate the content we currently provide in the following section’s?    
     (Rate us by section from 1 thru 10, 10 being satisfied, 1 being dissatisfied.

 Business 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Caribbean Roundup 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Entertainment 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Health 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 News 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Viewpoint 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Sports 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
 Sun Kulcha 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

 

   

Enter for a chance to 
WIN SHOW TICKETS

Share your thoughts about Caribbean Life Newspaper and get  a chance to win show tickets. 
Fill out and mail back.
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Fabian Burrell
The New Jersey Perform-

ing Arts Center in Newark 

was the venue for Sweet 

Honey in the Rock’s stun-

ning performance tribute 

to Miriam Makeba, Odet-

ta, Nina Simone and Abbey 

Lincoln on Saturday, March 

2.  The African American 

a cappella female ensem-

ble performed a number 

of their tribute songs with 

three highly-talented Black 

male musicians (a pianist, 

drummer and guitar player) 

known as the Honey Men.
Sweet Honey’s deep, rich, 

rhythmic a cappella per-

formances have captivated 

audiences for four decades, 

with a 2008 Grammy and 

a 2009 performance at the 

White House. Their reach 

across generations of music 

lovers is attributable to the 

vision and work of Dr. Ber-

nice Johnson Reagon. In 

1961, Reagon invoked the 

power of song after being 

arrested for marching in a 

civil rights demonstration 

in her hometown of Albany, 

Georgia. Out of her Black 

Repertory Theatre Work-

shop in Washington, D.C. 

Sweet Honey in the Rock 

By Aba LukePORT-OF-SPAIN, Trini-

dad. Feb. 22, 2013 -- On 

stage at Machel Monday, 

rising Soca star, Cassiano 

Sylvester- known best as 

simply Cassi, was referred 

to as the artiste who had 

delivered Montano’s favour-

ite song for the 2013 Carni-

val season. Cassi says those 

words uttered by Machel 

himself, uplifted him in 

a way no one would ever 

understand. He admits to having 

some difficulty penetrating 

at the start of the carni-

val season but is extreme-

ly thankful that his luck 

changed midway through 

the period. Now, looking 

back, the artiste who is 

preparing for a number of 

shows up the islands and 

internationally, says he is 

humbled by the reaction 

he received this year: the 

embrace by fans and the 

advice received from fellow 

entertainers. On Thursday night, Cassi 

hosted his third annual 

friends and family after-

carnival get together in col-

laboration with friend and 

motivator, international 

MC, Giselle The Wassi One. 

The engagement-- while 

small and intimate, offered 

him the opportunity to 

relax and unwind with his 

fellow soca artistes, among 

them Blaxx, Shal Marshal 

Haitian singer Emeline Michel 

celebrates the release of her lat-

est CD, Quintessence, which has 

been five years in the making, with 

a glorious display of Creole soul 

March 8 and 9 at Harlem Stage. 

Two Haitian writers of note featured 

on the new recording will perform 

alongside Michel: novelist Edwidge 

Danticat and legendary storyteller 

Jean-Claude Martineau will read 

their poetry and recite stories about 

the power of their nation’s spirit, 

backed by a 12-piece band. Classi-

cally-trained Haitian tenor James 

Germain also shares the spotlight, 

displaying fresh and unexpected 

aspects of Haiti’s diverse culture.

Ms. Michel - whose indelible pres-

ence gained wide exposure during 

2010’s “Hope for Haiti Now: A Glo-

bal Benefit for Earthquake Relief” 

telethon - has cultivated a vibrant 

career as a Haitian musical ambas-

sador. Dubbed “the Joni Mitchell of 

Haiti” for her astute musical poetry, 

she’s seen as a source of inspiration 

by her fellow Haitians at home and 

abroad, compatriots whose land has 

been challenged by natural disaster 

and political turmoil but blessed 

with a rich culture that has been 

Music from the Haitian Queen of Song

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Humbled by accolades, 
Cassi eyes New York

Turning 40 and still going strong

HEALING VOICES
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SPORTS

By Azad AliOpening batsman Johnson Charles has 

achieved the biggest gain for West Indian bats-

men in the latest Reliance ICC ODI rankings 

released last week.Charles has climbed 30 places to number 

63 after separate centuries for West Indies in 

Australia and in the Caribbean last month.

The St. Lucian batsman, who got to a cen-

tury in the final game against Australia and 

again in the first ODI against Zimbabwe in 

Grenada recently, has now soared to 430 rat-

ing points.Middle order batsman Darren Bravo also 

moved up the rankings on the strength of his 

maiden ODI century in the first match against 

Zimbabwe recently.

By Robert ElkinCharles Jenkins recently came closer to 

home and it came in mid-February.

Last year, in his first in the National Basket-

ball Association, Jenkins played in 51 National 

Basketball Association games averaging 5.8 

points, 3.3 assists, and almost 17 minutes a 

game. He played in 47 contests during this 

present season all with the Golden State War-

riors, coached by New Yorker Mark Jackson.

By Patrick HorneMajor League soccer completed the 

first weekend of games in its 18th season 

and it’s a good bet that the person most 

talked about is not a player. How about 

the name Timbers Joey!  He cuts slabs of 

timber for each Portland Timbers player 

who scores in a home game. Timbers Joey 

was hard at work last Sunday night cut-

ting three heavy slabs. His fame may be 

on the rise because of a cast of Timbers 

players who young, exciting and skillful, 

and with debutant coach Caleb Porter, 

who looks as young as his players, they 

seem on their way to carving an exciting, 

goal-filled season. In the Timbers’ season-opening game 

in front of its 26th sellout crowd of over 

35,000 fans at Jeld Wen Stadium, the 

home team rallied from a 3-1 deficit to 

Timbers rally to an exciting 3-3 draw

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Jenkins returns

Johnson Charles scores high
RED BULLS SURVIVE

INSIDE: LEARN TO EARN 
CAREER TRAINING SPECIAL READER BONUS

FREE coupons to save you CASH 12-PAGE CLASSIFIED SECTION

SPECIAL READER BONUS

FREE coupons to save you CASH

FREE

www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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By Bert Wilkinson
The death of Venezuelan Presi-

dent Hugo Chavez from cancer in 

Caracas on Tuesday and the politi-

cal uncertainty as to whether his 

revolutionary party will be able 

to hold on to power in fresh elec-

tions in a month, have sparked 

justified fears in the Caribbean as 

to whether a key concessional oil 

facility with Venezuela will contin-

ue or whether governments will 

have to return to the world market 

if the opposition takes power.

Guyana’s Prime Minister Sam-

uel Hinds might have been speak-

ing for many of his colleagues in 

CARICOM leaders mull future

By Nelson A. King 
Two weeks after his New 

National Party (NNP) defeated 

the incumbent National Demo-

cratic Congress (NDC) in a land-

slide, historic vote on Feb. 19, 

Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith 

Mitchell has named an 11–mem-

ber cabinet. “The biggest challenges were 

who to leave out for the time 

being,” said Mitchell as the mem-

bers of his cabinet were sworn 

into office during a public cer-

emony at the National Stadium in 

St. George’s, the Grenada capital, 

on Sunday.Mitchell said his Cabinet is 

smaller than his predecessor’s, 

Tillman Thomas.It does not include retired 

school teacher Clifton Paul who 

defeated the former prime min-

ister, as well as Tobia Clement, 

a lecturer at the St. George’s 

University, who defeated former 

finance minister Nazim Burke. 

Mitchell said that the two leg-

islators, as well as Yolande Bain-

Horsford, will receive additional 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 3

Restrictions and additional fees may apply.

Join Dahved Levy for Caribbean Night on Tue. MAR. 26!

New Grenada Cabinet named PETRO CARIB FEARS

_____________________________________________________

In order to be entered for a chance to win show tickets please do the following:

Caribbean Life Newspaper

Reader Survey Sweepstakes

One Metrotech Center North, 10th Flr

Brooklyn, NY 11201
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fair to promote the ruling 
party’s political agenda. Par-
ties backing opposition can-
didate Henrique Capriles, 
he said, have brought their 
complaints to the National 
Elections Council, which 
is charged with ensuring 
fair elections. Yet that’s the 
same commission that host-
ed a giant Maduro campaign 
rally last week.

“Our complaints regard-
ing the prohibition of propa-
ganda activities by public 
employees and institutions, 
which constitute a gross 
form of electoral oppor-
tunism, have fallen on deaf 
ears,” Castellanos said.

Such legal questions felt 
a world away at the fair, as 
Chavistas snatched up the 
Bolivarian swag.

In the fair’s state-run 
bookstore, cashiers handed 
out a comic book chroni-
cling the weeks leading up 

to the 2002 coup that briefly 
ousted Chavez. The former 
paratrooper is depicted mas-
terfully outsmarting the 
rebellious military leaders 
who led the coup and stag-
ing a triumphant return.

Radio Nacional de Ven-
ezuela, one of several state-
run radio stations in the 
country, broadcast live from 
the fair. In between news 
updates and sounds bites 
of Maduro’s latest speeches, 
pro-government musicians 
stopped by the station’s 
cubicle to play tunes prais-
ing Chavez.

Luis Felipe Bellorin 
strummed a guitar as he 
sang “Caravan: A Song of 
Peace.”

“From your hands, peace 
runs across Earth,” Bellorin 
intoned.

Public employees near-
by handed out leaflets that 
promoted Maduro’s can-
didacy while exclaiming 

“Vive Chavez! He’s here! He 
turned into millions of peo-
ple and we will continue his 
legacy.”

“This encourages people 
to read, and we can thank 
the government for that,” 
said Eduardo Cedeno, who 
was holding a copy of “The 
Working Class and the 
Bolivarian Revolution” and 
government newspaper “El 
Correo del Orinoco.”

The 56-year-old retiree 
said that while the fair was 
clearly directed to Chavez 
loyalists, “this is open to 
everyone.”

Chavez himself was a 
voracious reader, often keep-

ing several books at his side 
during televised speeches 
and sharing excerpts with 
his audience.

In 2009, he spurred sales 
of Eduardo Galeano’s anti-
imperialist polemic “Open 
Veins of Latin America: Five 
Centuries of the Pillage of 
a Continent” by present-
ing a copy to U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama during 
a regional summit meeting.

Chavez also repeatedly 
urged Venezuelans to read 
Victor Hugo’s “Les Misera-
bles” and “Don Quixote” by 
Miguel de Cervantes, with 
his government printing 
over a million copies of the 

books for free distribution.
Venezuelans, however, 

have shown little of that 
same literary bent. An infor-
mation panel at the fair said 
the average citizen read as 
little as two books a year, 
a quarter of the U.S. aver-
age of eight books. Instead, 
Venezuelans are by far more 
eager consumers of over-
heated TV soap operas.

All of which raises the 
question: How many book 
fair visitors will actually dig 
into the discount-priced 
copies of “The Communist 
Manifesto” or “Will There 
Be Peace in Colombia?” a 
compilation of interviews 

with Timoleon Jimenez, the 
commander of Colombia’s 
largest rebel group.

Christhian Valles, presi-
dent of a state-run institu-
tion that promotes reading 
and helped organize the fair, 
said the event’s mission had 
been accomplished, with 
more than 100,000 people 
visiting in 11 days.

“We are on the right path: 
the promotion of reading,” 
she said in a statement. 
“And our main promoter is 
and always will be President 
Hugo Chavez.”

Christopher Toothaker 
on Twitter: http://twitter.
com/ctoothaker

TAX RETURNS
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

Evening and Sunday Appointments Available

THE TAX AUTHORITY
1386 Coney Island Ave (Ave J)

(718) 377-7800

face

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Long before judges 

crowned royalty to win-
ners of national pageants 
naming them Miss World, 
Miss Universe and queen of 
territories, Jamaica’s Lou-
ise Bennett reigned as the 
queen of patois and world-
wide regarded, Miss Lou. 

Born Sept. 7, 1919 in 
Kingston, Jamaica, Bennett 
was the only child of Cor-
nelius Bennett, a baker and 
Kerene Robinson, a dress-
maker. Her father died when 
she was young.

Therefore, she was raised 
by her single parent, moth-
er.

Bennett by her own words 
said she was an average stu-
dent. But she loved to com-
municate. Eventually she 
emerged a poet, folklorist, 
writer and educator.

 She was instrumental in 
enabling the legitimization 

of the Jamaican dialect of 
the people giving literary 
recognition to patois. 

Her recitations enter-
tained and amused the aver-
age citizen but also influ-
enced other poets, including 
Mutabaruka and Britain-
based Linton Kwesi-John-
son.

She appeared in leading 
humorous roles in several 
Jamaican pantomimes and 
television shows. Among her 
comedic routines, her part-
ing salutation was always 
“walk good.” The full senti-
ments extended the hope: 
“… and may good duppy 
(ghosts) follow you.”

She taught drama and 
folklore at the Universi-
ty of the West Indies. She 
also worked at the Jamaica 
Broadcasting Corporation.

She travelled throughout 
the world promoting the 
culture of Jamaica through 

lectures and performances 
on stage, radio, television 
and films.

 Although her popular-
ity was international, she 
enjoyed celebrity status in 
her native Jamaica, Can-
ada and the United King-
dom. Ironically, Bennett 
was ostracized by educat-
ed Jamaicans who saw the 
local patois as inferior to 
the preferred Oxford Eng-
lish. Initially, the island’s 
premiere newspaper -- The 
Gleaner -- refused to publish 
her poems. However, later 
the publication paid her for 
a regular Sunday column 
which became a popular 
item. Bennett won a British 
Council Scholarship to the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art in London in 1945 and 
was the first Black student 
there.

Her poetry has been wide-
ly published, most notably 

the 1966 volumes “Jamai-
ca Labbrish” and “Anancy 
and Miss Lou” in 1979. Her 
most influential recording is 
probably her 1954 rendition 

of the Jamaican traditional 
song “Day Dah Light.” In 
1955 the song was recorded 
by Harry Belafonte as “Day 
O.” It is also known as the 

“Banana Boat Song.” 
Belafonte based his ver-

sion on Bennett’s record-
ing. Reportedly, Belafonte’s 

Louise Bennett
Jamaica’s cultural ambassador

Louise Bennett-Coverley reacts as she is awarded the Order of Merit at the Ja-
maican Consulate in Toronto in this, Dec. 18, 2001, file photo. Bennett-Coverley, a 
Jamaican poet and folklorist who popularized her country‚Äôs culture before its 
independence from Britain, died Wednesday, July 26, 2006. She was 86.  
 AP Photo/CP, Toronto Star-Vince Talotta

women’s history month

Continued on Page 49

FREE* Tax Preparation for the Community
invite you to

Saturday, March 23, 2013

New York State Senator Eric Adams, The City University of New York, 
Medgar Evers College, and The National Association of Black Accountants (NABA)

Sat. 9 am-5 pm Student Life & Development
718-270-6050, studentlife@mec.cuny.edu

NYS Senator Adams’s office 
718-284-4700

DIRECTIONS: 
Take 2, 3, 4 or 5 trains to Franklin Ave. and walk to Bedford Ave. between Crown & Montgomery. B49 Bus to Bedford Ave.

Medgar Evers College 
1650 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11225
Rooms B-2009, B-2020 and B-2021
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Irving Kaminsky, Bensonhurst
“What else? They’re from Brooklyn and I’m proud of that!”

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ev
e 

So
lo

m
on

so
n

IMMIGRATION
  

 REMOVAL/DEPORTATION – IMMIGRATION COURT
 GREEN CARD PETITIONS for Family, Fiancés 

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS, CITIZENSHIP, INTERVIEWS

ARE YOU AN ABUSED SPOUSE?
Is your spouse refusing to file for you?  Refusing to attend the interview?

Abusing or has abused you?   We may be able to help you get your Green Card

DIVORCE – Uncontested 
REAL ESTATE - Contracts and Closings

WILLS 

Law Offices of

Sandra Robinson Kerr
728 Chauncey Street

Brooklyn, NY 11207

(347) 673-2644
(By Appointment Only)
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DO YOU HAVE MISSING 
OR BROKEN TEETH?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL!

$1,699

2635 NOSTRAND AVE . BETWEEN AVE L&M . 718-554-5632
nydentalimplantassociates.com | nyimplants@gmail.com

Includes Implant, 
Abutment/Post and Crown!

FREE cONSUlTATIONS! 
Call 718-554-5632

KINGSBROOK PROVIDES 
FREE SCREENINGS 

& EDUCATION FOR HYPERTENSION

B r o o k ly n  B u s i n e s s  s t y l e

Kingsbrook will offer free hyperten-
sion screening and education to vis-
iting patients and guests in the new 
Outpatient Specialty Center on Friday 
March 29th from 10:00am- 3:00pm. 
The outpatient center is located at 
Suite 100, DMRI first floor on our 
main campus at 585 Schenectady Av-
enue between Winthrop Street & Rut-
land Road.

In Kingsbrook’s immediate catch-
ment area, 26% of residents have 
been diagnosed with hypertension. 
Hypertension is linked to myriad of 
other chronic health conditions such 
as stroke, heart attack, kidney & 
liver disease to name a few. As such, 
screenings of this nature are key to 
helping the community stay aware of 
health disparities and prevention op-
tions. Kingsbrook’s free screenings 

provide access to detection efforts for 
the under and uninsured.

For more information on screening 
events for 2013 visit our website at 
www.kingsbrook.org under Commu-
nity Programs & Events. To  request 
our assistance at a community health 
event, please call us at 718-604-5062.

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center, celebrating 
its 88th year, is a 784-bed teaching Medical Center. 
Centers of Excellence Include: Kingsbrook Reha-
bilitation Institute offering Physical & Rehabilitative 
Medicine, including Brooklyn’s only New York State 
approved Traumatic Brain Injury & Coma Recovery 
Unit, an inpatient Geriatric Psychiatry Program, Phar-
macy, Radiology, the Wound Healing & Hyperbaric 
Center, Orthopedic Surgery, a Women’s Wellness 
Center featuring Gynecological Surgery and state of 
the art Digital Mammography. Other specialty areas 
include: Emergency Services, Ambulatory Surgery 
and a Certified Non-Invasive Vascular Laboratory, 
as well as a 466-bed Adult and Pediatric long term 
care facility. Kingsbrook and Rutland Nursing Home 
are JCAHO certified and not-for-profit members of 
the Greater New York Hospital Association and the 
Healthcare Association of New York State.
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A documentary film about 
Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie I is making the 
rounds and arrived at the 
Schomburg Center in Har-
lem recently. Commissioned 
by South African television 
for a series spotlighting the 
legacies of seven great Afri-
cans, “Twilight Revelations 
Episodes in the Life & Times 
of Emperor” introduces a 
58-minute documentary 
that “explores and analyz-
es watershed events during 
the reign of the Ethiopian 
emperor.”

Eight years in the mak-
ing, the film is directed by 
Ethiopian, filmmaker Yem-
ane I. Demissie. 

Incorporating archival 
footage and photographs and 
interviews re-examining the 
imperial administration and 
the last such in its 3,000-
year history of monarchy, 
the film focuses on a small 
portion of the legacy that is 
attributed to one of Africa’s 
greatest leaders.

 Through the eyes of 
numerous individuals who 
played important roles in the 

monarchy -- attorneys, min-
isters of education, informa-
tion and planning, an army 
general, a Supreme Court 
justice, members of the 
royal family, the Emperor’s 
favorite pilot, parliamentar-
ians, high-ranking civil serv-
ants, and members of the 
imperial household. 

“The observations and 
narratives of these individu-
als shed new light on the 
personality, leadership style 
and humanity of the last and 
final Ethiopian emperor.”

History states that Tafari 
Makonnen was the 10th 
child born to Ras (or prince) 
Makonnen who advised 
Emperor Menelik II. After his 
father’s death, the emperor 
elevated the young prince 
to greatness by naming him 
governor of a province. He 
was the heir to a dynasty 
that traced its origins to the 

13th century. By tradition 
his heritage could be traced 
back to King Solomon and 
Queen Makeda, Empress of 
Axum, known in the Abra-
hamic tradition as the Queen 
of Sheba. In 1930 he was 
crowned the 225th emperor 
of Ethiopia and adopted the 
name Haile Selassie (power 
of the Trinity) and in that 
role led his country for more 
than 50 years. Haile Selas-
sie is a defining figure in 
both Ethiopian and African 
history.

He visited more than 60 
countries garnering favo-
rable recognition from the 
international press.

He made many interna-
tional visits to Europe, Asia, 
North and South Americas. 
And was a guest of five US 
leaders before the presidency 
of Gerald R. Ford. Rare foot-
age of Ghanaian President 

Kwame Nkrumah’s visit to 
Addis Ababa provide the only 
lens to state visits from other 
African leaders visiting the 
country referred to in the 
Bible as Abyssinia.  

The document while laud-
ing Selassie’s global travels 
presented extensive foot-
age of his visits with Queen 
Elizabeth II, China’s Mao 
Tse Tung and a Brazilian 
president are vividly depict-
ed. While in Brazil in 1960, 
a coup attempt led by one 
of his imperial guards and 
university students made 
worldwide news. The dissi-
dents demanded a constitu-
tional monarchy with genu-
ine democracy, fundamental 
economic and agricultural 
reform as well as a concert-
ed effort to end the chronic 
poverty of most Ethiopians.

 The film shows the 
Emperor’s disbelief that such 
was the case in Addis Ababa. 
The leader was a trusted col-
league. When asked for com-
ments, he responded that he 
knew what the press released 
and nothing more. He 
ignored many of the spec-

ulations that he had been 
betrayed and returned home. 
He immediately quashed the 
disruptions. But that may 
have been the beginning of 
the end. Although the coup 
attempt failed, the nega-
tive spotlight on his regime 
seemed to have fomented 
dissatisfaction and disap-
proval of his rule. 

“As times changed and 
his citizens demanded 
more political freedom and 
democracy, he grew more 
conservative. At the same 
time, poverty and illiteracy 
were taking their toll on 
the Ethiopian people. Hav-
ing lost touch with political 
reality, the emperor refused 
to surrender his power and 
was overthrown.”

In the film his grand-
children reflect on the last 
time they saw their famous 
grandparent. According to 
them -- and the film projects 
-- a blue Volkswagen exiting 
the palace grounds alleged-
ly with the emperor in the 
backseat in 1974.

The film fails to show his 
visit and impact in Jamai-

ca where a large commu-
nity revered him as “Lion of 
Judah, King of Kings, Elect 
of God.” 

The fact his charisma and 
near-mythic image inspired 
believers in the Caribbean 
to rally to his teachings 
and messages and inspired 
the Rastafarian faith in his 
honor is not presented in 
this document. Nowhere are 
the Rastafarians noted or 
acknowledged. Neither is the 
fact, Marcus Mosiah Garvey, 
Jamaica’s first national hero 
proclaimed that from the 
African continent a king 
would emerge. “Look to the 
east for the crowning of a 
Black king, he is the redeem-
er for the days of deliverance 
are near,” Garvey prophe-
sied.  

Currently, Demissie is pro-
ducing “The Quantum Leap-
ers: Ethiopia 1930-1975,” a 
six-part documentary series 
focusing on Ethiopian social, 
artistic, intellectual, political 
and cultural history between 
1930 and 1975.

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

 ‘Twilight Revelations’: Retracing Haile Selassie
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com. 
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com
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By Aba Luke
Port-of-Spain, Trini-

dad. March 12, 2013--A 
new lease on the business 
of entertainment -- that’s 
the mindset held by one of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s big 
names in music produc-
tion at this time. For the 
man who founded produc-
tion company, HolyHouse 
Productions some time ago, 
this new lease on the busi-
ness he enjoys and works 
hard to deliver his best to, 
is compounded by a change 
that saw him connect with 
his older brother Josh Stew-

art who is based in Atlan-
ta. Together, they formed 
Zig Boi Music -- a full-
fledged entertainment and 
media marketing company 
-- that Mr. Spine believes 
will change the landscape 
of Caribbean music market-
ing; enhancing it for the 
rest of the world to absorb. 

Plans to deliver 19 music 
rhythms within the next 
five months, while a chal-
lenge, is to Mr. Spine, sim-
ply a part of the movement 
to make the music reach 
global destinations. He says 

An important film on the 
nation’s educational cri-
sis premieres on PBS this 
month. The documentary, 
180 Days: A Year Inside 
An American High School, 
takes an unprecedented look 
at a learning institution at 
the epicenter of the nation’s 
school reform movement 
and the lives that hang in 
the balance. The four-hour 
film airs from 9:00 p.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. ET on Mon-
day, March 25 and Tuesday, 
March 26 on PBS. 

Washington, D.C., became 
the school reform move-
ment’s ground zero in 2007 
when Michelle Rhee became 
schools chancellor. Test 
scores rose and fell and now 
the nation’s capital tops the 
list of major U.S. cities for 
its glaring achievement gap: 
white students best black 
students by a margin of as 
much as four to one. The 
United States ranks near 
the bottom of all indexes 

for education among indus-
trialized nations, and most 
African-American children 
now attend schools in which 
graduation is not the norm.

School reform has brought 
numerous changes and has 
emphasized standardized 
testing, partially promoted 
by the Obama administra-
tion’s “Race to the Top” ini-
tiative, in which school fund-
ing and personnel decisions 

 Reggae icon Maxi Priest and 
soca powerhouse KES The Band 
unite on stage for the aptly titled 
Timeless concert, a musical cel-
ebration this Easter Sunday, March 
31, 2013. 

Presented by New York City’s 
haute nightlife tastemakers Big & 
Strong and The Tryst Group, this 
concert takes centerstage at Stage 
48 in the heart of Manhattan.

“Timeless is the ultimate musi-
cal experience that transcends the 
bounds of musical genres and eras,” 
state promoters Big & Strong and 
Tryst. “The combination of artistry, 
matching the excitement and the 
energy of KES The Band with the 
ageless and illimitable Maxi Priest, 
represent the finest in Caribbean 
musicality.”

The Grammy Award-winning 

Maxi Priest and his incomparable 
repertoire of enduring hits, includ-
ing international blockbusters 
“Wild World” and “Close To You,” 
remain as relevant today as when 
they were first unleashed onto the 
musical landscape. His distinct 
musical styling spans temporal 
and spatial boundaries and capture 
the very essence of timelessness. 

Maxi Priest and KES The Band unite 

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Tiara Parker. Photo courtesy 

of NBPC

Maxi Priest performs at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos’ Hard Rock Live! in Hollywood, Florida.
Photo by Jeff Daly/Invision/AP

Crisis In 
American Schools

Changing the 
musical landscape

TIMELESS TIMELESS 
CONCERTCONCERT
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much of the music has already 
been produced; while in the same 
breath, he says artistes wishing to 
learn more about how they can be 
a part of the movement, can con-
tact the entity by emailing zigboi-
inc@gmail.com. 

“The company is based in 
Atlanta but I will be holding down 
the Caribbean side of things,” he 
says adding:  “The business is 
structured and modeled after the 
American marketing model,”  and 
explains that aside from the musi-
cal delivery on the production side 
of things, they will be offering 
artistes a visual marketing oppor-
tunity complete with an aggres-
sive campaign aimed at getting 
the music distributed to key peo-
ple in the industry. 

Already, one rhythm has been 
released. Entitled, “The Private 
Riddim, it is a collaborative effort 
between Zig Boi and G Produc-
tions which features Trinidad and 
Tobago entertainers: Fadda Moses, 
RKG, Selector Monty and Squad-d.  
According to Mr. Spine, the music 
is all about that effervescent club 
vibe; something he feels will auger 

well for the young club-hoppers 
who are preparing for summer hol-
iday fun. In addition to music and 
media marketing, Zig Boi handles 
the management of artistes. Mr. 
Spine however explained that they 
are very selective when it comes 
to management, but immediate-
ly indicated that in some cases 
they will work with entertainers to 
assist with bookings. 

With a second music release 
earmarked for the end of March, 
the very talented producer who 
attests to working with some of 
the Caribbean’s big names, says 
the mission is simple. “The aim is 
to adopt the US work ethic that we 
feel is needed to take our produc-
tions and the artistes who work 
with us to a higher level. 

“Timeless is the height of a musi-
cal journey for me,” reveals Maxi 
Priest. “I am looking forward to 
taking my fans through the best 
of Maxi Priest and making them 
fall in love all over again.”

With their pulsating beats, ever-
infectious rhythms and engaging 
story-telling lyricism, KES The 
Band is undoubtedly the best of 
now, and their timeless sound 
will continue to resonate in the 
future. Their breakout smash hits 
“Wotless” and “Where Yuh From” 
catapulted them to fame beyond 
soca borders, and new singles 
like “Tuesday On The Rocks” pro-
pelled them to the front lines of 
the emerging island pop genre. 
“We are excited to be headlining 
Timeless with Maxi Priest,” dis-
closes Kees Dieffenthaller, front-
man of KES The Band. “Our fans 
can rest assured that this will 
be KES The Band like you have 
never experienced before in North 
America!”

Both acts will be backed by full 
live bands, making for a timeless 
time, indeed. Timeless takes place 
from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., with 
showtime set for 7:00 p.m. Stage 
48 is located at 605 West 48th 
Street, New York, NY 10036. This 
event is open to 21+ with valid ID. 

For further information on the 
Timeless concert, including tick-
et details and locations, please log 
on to timelessconcert.com.

 
ABOUT MAXI PRIEST

Reggae music has flourished in 
this post-Internet age. It’s never 
been so accessible and yet whilst 
new acts are plentiful, global 
audiences are still drawn towards 
those legends who achieved 
worldwide recognition the hard 
way; i.e. by making hits of time-
less appeal, and are stamped with 
authenticity.

As verified by his long-awaited 
retrospective, ‘Maximum Collec-
tion,’ Maxi Priest has earned his 
place among other greats such as 
Bob Marley, Jimmy Cliff, Toots & 
The Maytals and Dennis Brown 
in spreading the reggae gospel 
far and wide. This is an extraor-
dinary achievement for a singer 
steeped in Jamaican music, yet 
raised in South London. Maxi’s 
joyous brand of reggae and lov-
ers’ rock, infused with r&b and 
accompanied by real charisma, 
would bring him a level of success 
no other British reggae singer 
can match. He’s deserved it too, 
because despite the pressures of 
stardom, he’s remained true to 
his core audience from the begin-

ning.
Maxi original fans yearned for 

songs that reflected their own 
aspirations, tastes and upbring-
ing. Many came from hardwork-
ing immigrant families who’d 
faced discrimination and yet still 
found the resolve to build strong-
ly knit communities. 

Whether it told of hardship or 
romance, reggae music formed 
the soundtrack to these people’s 
lives and by the time riots had 
swept through Britain’s inner cit-
ies in the early Eighties, they 
were ready to celebrate one of 
their own.

ABOUT KES THE BAND
Kees Dieffenthaller began per-

forming in the late 90s, fronting 
a cover band that specialized in 
Billboard chart-toppers, and pop-
ular soca and reggae tracks.

Due to his vocal range, stage 
presence, good looks, and uncan-
ny ability to mimic popular art-
ists, Kees quickly created a buzz 
and attracted a large, loyal follow-
ing. On the crest of all this suc-
cess and momentum, Kees exited 
the cover band circuit in 2005 
and formed his own band, KES, 
with the dream to pursue great 
original music. 

Continued from page 41 

Continued from page 41 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1
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Spring Break... Here To Party
Luke Bryan

Unorthodox Jukebox
Bruno Mars

My Head Is An Animal
My Head Is An Animal

Pitch Perfect
Soundtrack

The Lumineers
The Lumineers

Here’s To The Good Times
Florida Georgia Line

Babel
Mumford & Sons

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

People, Hell And Angels
Jimi Hendrix

I Knew You Were Trouble
Taylor Swift

Thrift Shop
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

Daylight
Maroon 5

Don’t You Worry Child
Swedish House Mafia Feat. John Martin

Suit & Tie
Justin Timberlake Feat. Jay-Z

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

When I Was Your Man
Bruno Mars

Scream & Shout
will.i.am Feat. Britney Spears

Ho Hey
The Lumineers

Sweet Nothing
Calvin Harris Feat. Florence Welch 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Members of KES The Band. 

Zig Boi Music

Easter Sunday concert

are based largely on the results 
of high-stakes standardized tests. 
Tests, however, don’t take into 
account the troubled population 
of the school at the center of the 
documentary, Washington Met-
ropolitan High School—or DC 
Met, as it is called—a school for 
children at risk of dropping out. 
It doesn’t measure the effect that 
a parent dying or a baby coming 
or a displacement by Hurricane 
Katrina or drug-addicted parents 
or the foster care system have on 
a student’s ability to succeed—or 
even to show up for school. And 
it doesn’t measure the desperate 
efforts of the school faculty work-
ing to reach these children.

The film follows five stu-
dents—Raven Coston, 17; 
Raven Quattlebaum, 18; Rufus 
McDowney, 16; Tiara Parker, 18; 
and Delaunte Bennett, 18—fac-
ing these and other crises. It 
captures the dramatic battle 
of Principal Tanishia Williams 
Minor and the faculty at DC Met, 
where only 7 percent of students 
are deemed “proficient” in math 
and only 19 percent in reading, 

as they race to reform truants, 
raise test scores and save their 
school, jobs—and the lives of 
their children. 180 Days shows 
the real faces of those affected 
by the policies and legislation 
being implemented nationally.

“We have policy on education 
and we have reality,” said Jac-
quie Jones, executive producer 
of the film, “and 180 Days pro-
vides a snapshot into the reality 
of the on-the-ground troops in 
the fight to claim the lives and 
destinies of our children, many 
of whom are facing seemingly 
insurmountable challenges in 
their quest for an education.”  

 180 Days is produced by the 
National Black Programming 
Consortium (NBPC), which 
brings programming about the 
Black experience to public tel-
evision. The program is part of 
American Graduate: Let’s Make 
It Happen, a public media ini-
tiative supported by the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcast-
ing (CPB), that helps communi-
ties nationwide understand and 
implement solutions to address 
the high school dropout crisis.

Continued from page 41 

American Graduate

Mr. Spine.
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Dorfman in Love (R for 
sexuality) Romantic com-
edy about a frustrated 
young woman (Sara Rue) 
trapped at home caring for 
her unappreciative brother 
(Jonathan Chase) and wid-
owed father (Elliott Gould) 
until she gets a new lease 
on life after volunteering to 
cat sit for a guy (Johann 
Urb) she has a secret crush 
on. Support cast includes 
Sophie Monk, Scott Wilson 
and Catherine Hicks.  

Eden (R for profan-
ity, drug use, sexuality and 
disturbing violence) Jamie 
Chung plays the title char-
acter in this fact-based 
drama recreating the har-
rowing ordeal of a Korean-
American teenager forced 
into prostitution in Las 
Vegas after being kidnapped 
in New Mexico. With Beau 
Bridges, Scott Mechlowicz 
and Matt O’Leary. 

Gimme the Loot (Unrat-
ed) Vandalism drama about 
a couple of graffiti artists 
(Ty Hickson and Tashiana 
Washington) who hatch an 
elaborate plan to spray paint 
their latest masterpiece on 
the New York Mets’ home 
run apple. With Joshua Riv-
era and Zoe Lescaze.

Hunky Dory (Unrated) 

Musical drama, set in Wales 
in 1976, about a high school 
teacher (Minnie Driver) who 
mounts a rock & roll pro-
duction of The Tempest in 
order to shake her apathet-
ic students out of the dol-
drums. Featuring Aneurin 
Barnard, Danielle Branch 
and Robert Pugh.     

InAPPropriate Comedy 
(R for pervasive profanity, 
crude humor, graphic sexu-
ality and drug use) Polit-
ically-incorrect comedy 
examining a computer tab-
let’s store of offensive apps. 
Ensemble cast includes 
Lindsay Lohan, Rob Schnei-
der, Michelle Rodriguez and 
Adrien Brody. 

Love and Honor (PG-13 for 
profanity, sexuality, drug use 
and brief violence) Romance 
drama about a heartbroken 
soldier (Liam Hemsworth) 
who goes AWOL in Vietnam 
and returns to the States to 
win back his girlfriend (Ter-
esa Palmer) after getting 
dumped. With Aimee Tee-
garden, Chris Lowell, Wyatt 

Russell and Austin Stowell. 
MURPH: The Protector 

(PG for mature themes and 
mild epithets) American 
hero biopic about Lt. Michael 
Murphy, the late Navy Seal 
posthumously awarded the 
prestigious Medal of Honor 
for sacrificing his life for his 
buddies in 2005. 

My Brother the Devil 
(Unrated) Cross-cultural 
drama chronicling the chal-
lenges faced by a couple 
of troubled Arab brothers 
(Fady Elsayed and James 
Floyd) hanging out on 
the tough streets of Lon-
don during their turbulent 
teen years. With Said Tagh-
maoui, Arnold Oceng and 
Anthony Welsh. 

New World (Unrated) 
Action thriller about a police 
detective (Jeong-jae Lee) in 
fear of being exposed after 
infiltrating the upper reach-
es of a ruthless crime syn-
dicate. Cast includes Min-
sik Choi, Jeong-min Hwang 
and Ji-hyo Song. (In Korean 
with subtitles) 

By Kam Williams
As young children, the McCrae 

sisters, Gail (Deborah Mailman), 
Julie (Jessica Mauboy) and Cyn-
thia (Miranda Tapsell), formed 
a promising singing group with 
their cousin (Shari Sebbens). But 
the ensemble barely got off the 
ground before Kay was seized by 
the authorities while recuperat-
ing in a hospital.

You see, the girls were growing 
up in Australia at a time when the 
law allowed fair-skinned aborigi-
nes to be taken from their moth-
ers and placed with Caucasian 

families so they could be raised 
in accordance with the “White 
Ways.” Consequently, half-caste 
Kay had virtually no further con-
tact with indigenous culture or 
any of her relatives over the next 
decade.

By 1968, however, Gail, Julie 
and Cynthia were old enough to 
track their cousin down, where-
upon they encouraged her to run 
away with them on the spot. And 
it wasn’t long thereafter that the 
reunited foursome entered a local 
amateur competition as a Coun-
try music act.

Although they underwhelmed 
the audience that day, they did 
impress Dave Lovelace (Chris 
O’Dowd) who recognized their 
potential, assuming they would 
be willing to change their reper-
toire to popular Motown tunes. 
In short order, he became the 
quartet’s piano player, conduc-
tor, choreographer and manager, 
whipping his diamond in a rough 
into Australia’s answer to The 

Supremes before signing them 
to perform for the troops over in 
Vietnam.

Based on the stage play of the 
same name, “The Sapphires” 
recounts the band’s harrowing, 

real-life experiences upon arriv-
ing in Southeast Asia during the 
bloody Tet Offensive. The movie 
marks the impressive feature 
debut of aborigine Wayne Blair, a 
gifted actor-turned-director who 

does a remarkable job of subtly 
recreating the political climate of 
the turbulent Sixties.

For instance, he effectively 
employs the iconic clip of Muham-
mad Ali refusing to serve in the 
army (“No Viet Cong ever called 
me a [N-word].”) to convey the 
mounting minority opposition to 
the conflict. Nevertheless, blind-
ed by a combination of naivete 
and the pay, our hapless heroines 
find themselves in the middle of 
a war zone with little preparation 
for the unspeakable horrors they 
are about to witness.

With no choice but to make the 
best of a bad situation, they pro-
ceed to put on a number of very 
well-received shows, as the tour 
takes them closer and closer to 
the frontlines. Amidst the insan-
ity, they somehow find time for 
reverie, reflection, and even a lit-
tle romance.

A well-deserved tribute to four 
Aussie lassies who risked their 
lives to entertain the boys.    

“The Sapphires”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
violence, profanity, 
sexuality, smoking and 
mature themes
Running time: 98 minutes
Distributor: The Weinstein
Company

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

‘The Sapphires.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

 Aussie quartet entertains the troops in war dramedy

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

SAVE OVER 40% TICKETS JUST $39.50*!

Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 
*Offer subject to availability. Tickets reg. $69.50. Regular service charges apply to 

phone and internet sales. Other restrictions may apply.

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St 
Saturday @ 4:30 pm & Sunday @ 4:30 pm

Broadwayoffers.com 212.947.8844 and use code: SIEMAIL39  

SistasTheMusical.com

A joyful musical celebration of life, love and family!



Ma
r. 

22
-2

8,
 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 4
4

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
PANEL: Join us  for 2013 International 
Women’s Day Panel at 6:00 p.m. The Gender 
Agenda: Gaining Momentum-Women in Law 
and Politics. Panelists: Hon. Annette Robinson, 
Hon. Alice Fisher Rubin (Retired Judge), Hon. 
Slyvia Hinds-Radix (Justice, New York State 
Appellate Division) and Ms. Olanike Alabi. 
Sponsor: Alpha Kappa, Alpha Sorority, Atlan-
tic Commons, 770 Fulton St. near Carlton 
Avenue, Brooklyn.

DISEASE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: 
CMO, Montefiore Care Management, offers 
free, interactive health education workshops 
for people with chronic health issues such as 
diabetes and respiratory conditions including 
asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD). DIABETES workshops will 
be held from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Yonkers Public 
Library, 1500 Central Park Ave., Yonkers.

PANEL: Come join us for our  panel “ The 
Gender Agenda: Gaining Momentum- Women 
in Law and Politics” at 6:00 p.m. panelist will 
include: Hon. Annette Robinson, Assembly 
Member, Hon. Alice Fisher Rubin (Retired 
Judge),Hon. Sylvia Hinds-Radix (Justice, New 
York State Appellate Division) and Ms. Olanike 
Alabi. This event is sponsored by Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Atlantic Commons. Atlantic 
Commons ,770 Fulton St. near Carlton 
Avenue, Brooklyn.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
FREE MORTGAGE MODIFICATION & 
REFINANCE WORKSHOP: Free Mortgage 
Modification & Refinance Workshop: Do you 
have concerns about your mortgage? Free 
assistance to homeowners with unaffordable 
mortgage payments, lost income, who have 
been denied a modification, those affected 
by Super-Storm Sandy and those who have 
problems paying their utility bills. Banks will 
be on site. Saturday March 23, 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Where:  PS 211, 1001 East 100 Street (the 
corner of Ave. J), Brooklyn, NY 11236. Please 
bring mortgage statements and one month of 
pay stubs. To RSVP., call 718.469.4679 or email 
infoef_01@nhsnyc.org. Sponsored by NHS of 
East Flatbush, a not for profit housing organi-
zation. www.nhsnyc.org/eastflatbush.

SUNDAY, MARCH 24
CELEBRATION: The Bushwick Parish United 
Methodist Church Hospitality Team, Beverley 
Kirby, Chair invite you to join us for a celebra-
tion 100th birthday of Madeline Willams. 
There will be 11:00 a.m. worship and a 12:30 
p.m. luncheon at the church 1139 Bushwick 
Ave. (Corner of Madison) Special invited guest 
and special music and singing.

PERFROMANCE: Join us on an unforgettable 
trip back in time through the eyes of Simon, 
a young boy who was forced to leave his home 
in Spain in 1492 from 1:00 - 1:45 p.m. During 
this journey you’ll hear the music and poetry 
of the Sephardic Jewish culture and learn 
some Ladino (the language of Judeo-Spanish 

culture). Sponsored by Tiger Baron. Ticket 
price includes Museum admission for the 
day. Members $5, Non Members $14, children 
under 1 are free. All Ages.  145 Brooklyn Ave. 
(at St. Marks Avenue), Brooklyn.

MONDAY, MARCH 18-   
SUNDAY, MARCH 24
TAX PREP: Liberty Tax Service located in 
White Plains, N.Y. is giving away tax prepara-
tion services to those who so selflessly serve, 
protect, educate, and assist local communities 
and the Liberty offices that operate within 
them. Liberty Tax will offer free tax prepara-
tions to all the “Healthy Living Appreciation 
Week” will offer gym staff members, personal 
trainers, dieticians, and recreational centers 
staff the opportunity to have their tax return 
prepared for free.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 &    
SUNDAY, MARCH 24
THEATRE: New York Theatre Ballet presents 
“Sleeping Beauty” on Saturday, March 23 at 
1:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 24 at 11:00 a.m., 
1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m at Florence Gould Hall, 
55 East 59th St., NYC. Tickets are $36 for chil-
dren and $41 for adults and are available for 
purchase at www.ticketmaster.com or by call-
ing 800-982-2787.  “Sleeping Beauty” is one 

hour with no intermission and is appropriate 
for ages three and up.

MONDAY, MARCH 25

READING: St. Francis College is proud to 
present, The Rainbow Bridge of Light: Voices 
From the Universe, a reading of peotry and 
prose by members of Professor Mitch Leven-
berg’s Senior Citizen writing class from 12:30 
- 2:00 p.m. St. Francis College-Founders Hall, 
180 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 11201.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26

SPRING SKIES: A Comet is Coming! Most 
comets — those dazzling, mysterious visitors 
from the depths of space — turn out to be 
unimpressive sky objects, but in July 2011, 
astronomers in Hawaii using a special robotic 
telescope found a comet that shows some 
promise to put on a good show during March 
2013. We can talk about the historical and sci-
entific importance of comets and then, using 
the Zeiss IX projector, show just where to look 
for the new Comet PANSTARRS. Come see 
Joe Raoat 6:30 pm, Hayden Planetarium Space 
Theater$15; $13.50 Members, students, seniors

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES: Learn about  
Housing Court  and Affordable Housing 
Opportunities. Invited speakers include: Hon. 
Cheryl Gonzales, Housing Court Judge, Pratt 
Area Community Council (PACC). Teen Chal-

lenge Center 444 Clinton Ave.  Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will be served. Spon-
sored by Ms. Olanike Alabi & the 57th A.D. 
Democratic Organization.

OPEN-FORUM:  Join the Community Affiars 
Bureau and NYC Comissions of Human Rights 
in an open-forum to address any issue or con-
cerns that you may have from 7-8pm. Sesame 
Flyers International, Inc. 3510 Church Avenue 
Brooklyn New York 11203.

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
SBA ANNOUCEMENT:The U. S. Small Busi-
ness Administration has extended the deadline 
for Hurricane Sandy survivors in New York 
to return applications for physical damage 
to March 29, 2013. Additional details on the 
locations of other Recovery Centers and the 
loan application process can be obtained by 
calling the SBA Customer Service Center at 
800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the deaf and 
hard-of-hearing).

INSURANCE CLAIM: Will be hosting FREE 
informational presentations on How to Maxi-
mize the value of your property Insurance 
claim from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Speakers will 
include licensed insurance insurance adjuster 
Lee Corey. The Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
2750 Gerritsen Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y>

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
WRITERS CONFERENCE: Join us at the 
National Black Writers Conference Biennial 
Symposium. A Tribute to the Life and Works 
of Toni Cade Bambara from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 
p.m. General Donations: $10, Student/Fac-
ulty/ Senior Donations: $5 (Valid ID required 
onsite), and Closing Reception Suggested 
Donations: $30. On-line registration ends: 
Thursday, March 28, 2013. Founders Audi-
torium, Medgar Evers College, CUNY, 1650 
Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225

SATURDAY, MARCH 30 &    
SUNDAY, MARCH 31
MUSEUM: Peter Rabbit visits the Museum! 
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. & 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Beatrix 
Potter’s favorite rabbit Peter will make a special 
appearance at Brooklyn Children’s Museum! 
Join us for crafts, programs and lively book 
readings about the magical world of Peter Rab-
bit and his friends in Mr. McGregor’s Garden. 
All Ages

MONDAY, MARCH 25 –   
SUNDAY, MARCH 31
TAX PREP: Liberty Tax will give free tax prep-
aration to all non-profit organizations staff 
member and all volunteers during “Volunteer 
and Non-profit Appreciation Week.” Taxpayers 
can contact the local Liberty Tax location by 
calling 914-997-9711. Liberty Tax does take 
appointments but they are not necessary.

 COMPILED BY NATALIE Y. HENRY 

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

COMPUTER TRAINING: Mount Carmel 
Worship and Outreach Center is holding 
adult and children computer training pro-
grams, 10:30 a.m 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917) 609-0909 
for registration details. 

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE: BronxWorks will 
be provide free tax prep to the South Bronx 
residents. Morris ISC:  Monday to Thursday, 
10:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 
2070 Grand Concourse, Saturdays 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 
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MAR. 20 – APR. 1

SM

All Access Pre-show – 

Ringling.com

Ticketmaster.com

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20 MAR. 21

7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

7:00 PM*

APR. 1              

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!
Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.
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Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Students from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are now taking classes 
aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards. You may have noticed that 

your child’s course work and assignments are more challenging. This spring, for 
the first time, State English language arts and math tests for students in grades 
three to eight will reflect the new standards. These tests may be harder than 
exams students have taken in the past. Speak with your child over the next few 
weeks about the Common Core and changes in his or her classroom. Here are 
some things to think about before you talk with your child:

What should I say to my child about the new standards? 
�� Begin by asking your child about what he or she is doing in school. What 
subjects or assignments are most interesting? Which ones seem harder this year? 
What feels different from the work she has done in the past? 
�� Let your child know that all students in New York City are being challenged this 
year to complete more difficult work in class. The work is getting harder because it 
is intended to prepare students to be successful in college and careers. 
�� Let your child know that when he faces school work that seems really hard, it is 
important to keep trying and not give up. Reassure him that it is okay to struggle 
and that you believe he can rise to this challenge. By continuing to work hard, he 
will be prepared to do this more difficult work and be successful in life. 
�� If your child is still learning English, tell her that her teachers will support her to 
learn English as well as the content so that she is ready for the new tests. 

How can I help my child do his or her best on test day? 
�� Acknowledge that taking tests makes a lot of students feel anxious. Ask your 
child how he feels about taking the tests and listen to his concerns. 
�� Make sure your child has a healthy dinner and a good night’s sleep the night 
before the test and a nutritious breakfast that morning. 
�� If your child has an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that includes testing 
accommodations, reassure your child that the accommodations will be in place to 
help her succeed. 
�� Tell your child that if he feels nervous during the test, he should remember that 
you believe in him and that you know he can take on this challenge.
 
What should I say to my child after the tests? 
�� Ask your child how she thought the tests went. Ask which types of questions 
were easy, which were difficult, and why. Use questions like, “What did you learn?” 
“What surprised you?” “Was any of it tricky to read?” 
�� Share what you learn through this conversation with your child’s teachers. Ask 
how you can continue to help your child at home. 
�� Remind your child that the tests are meant to help his teachers support his 
learning, and that you will also support him. 
�� If the test results, combined with your child’s class work, demonstrate that your 
child needs extra help, reassure your child that you will work with her school to 
come up with a plan to get her the support she needs to be successful. 

For more information, search NYC.gov for Common Core Parent Resources.

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
The NYC Parent Academy 
is dedicated to strengthen-
ing parent involvement to 
support student achieve-

ment in the City’s 1,700 schools.

Attend one of the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming
borough-wide workshops:
Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
P.S.156/I.S.392 Waverly School of the Arts
104 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Young Women’s Leadership School
150-91 87th Road, Queens

MONDAY, MAY 13, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West, Manhattan
 
For more information, visit nycparentacademy.org.

NYC Public 
Schools 

Calendar:
March - April

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may 
apply. Reply STOP to opt-out. 
Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. 
We’ll text approximately 4 times 
per month.

Preparing students for      
  college and careers

MON., MAR. 25- 
TUES., APR. 2
Spring Recess

Schools Closed

WED., APR. 10

No classes for pre- 
kindergarten stu-

dents

Parents and guardians 
of English Language 
Learners (ELLs) and 
former ELLs in New York 
City public schools are 
invited to this year’s 10th 
annual citywide parent 
conference, Creating 
Pathways to College: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!

The conference takes 
place Wednesday, May 
15, 2013, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the 
Jacob K. Javits Center in 
Manhattan (11th Avenue 
between West 34 and 38 
Streets).

For the registration flyer 

in English and nine other 
languages, search  
NYC.gov for OELL 
Parent Conference.

For more information, 
see your school’s parent 
coordinator, or call 311.

Citywide ELL Parent Conference: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

A

F

Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 

bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 

years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-

ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 

The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 

Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 
have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 

 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 
#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 

hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23



Page 49 • Caribbean Life • Mar. 22-28, 2013

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Waste Management
Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium
Alice Sena
Sposabella
Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID
Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts
Linda Camarda
Natural Balance
Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye
Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission

April Mosqus
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival

Pamela Williams Harris
Coney Isl. Generation Gap

Trisha Ocona Francis
realestateOCONA,LLC

Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger

Renee McClure
National Grid

Christine Blackburn
Corcoran

Kathleen Henderson
Carroll Park Playground

Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Union Temple

Eileen Muller
Brooklyn Public Library

Elisa Padilla
Barclays Center/Brooklyn 
Nets

Debbie Carter
St. Francis de Sales Church

Dr. Kara Pasner
NYC Technical College

Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network 
of Brooklyn (SUN-B)

Tatiana Terzuoli
Greenpoint YMCA

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez

Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many 

Latino issues. A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at 
Brooklyn Technical High School and Fordham University.

famous version became one 
of the biggest hit records of 
the decade. Sales from the 
song led to the very first 
gold record ever awarded 
and influenced a Grammy 
process. After graduation 
she worked with British rep-
ertory companies. 

In 1945 and 1946, she 
was host of a BBC radio 
show called “Caribbean Car-
nival.”

But she returned to 
Jamaica in 1947. Reportedly, 
she found it hard to earn a 
living there.

In 1950, she returned to 
England where she again 
found work with the BBC, as 
host of another Caribbean 
show called “West Indian 
Night.”

She migrated to New York 
in 1953. Here she worked at 
Macy’s Department store to 
supplement her income.

 Along with her husband 
Eric Coverly -- who she 
married in 1954 -- direct-
ed a folk musical called 
“Day in Jamaica.” The cou-
ple returned to Jamaica in 
1955.

The production first 

staged at St. Martin’s Lit-
tle Theater in Harlem later 
moved around to various 
church halls throughout 
Caribbean communities in 
the tri-state area. Bennett 
worked with Alma John, a 
popular, Black radio person-
ality whose program aired 
on WLIB-AM. 

While residing in New 
York City, Bennett also sang 
folk songs at the Village Van-
guard in Greenwich Village. 

Bennett was made a Mem-
ber of the British Empire 
(M.B.E.) in 1960 for her 
work in Jamaican literature 
and theater. 

Among several books on 
poetry and folklore she pub-
lished, the 1966 “Jamaica 
Labbrish” is perhaps her 
most famous. Her first pub-
lication was “Dialect Verses” 
in 1942. She also recorded 
many albums, including 
“Jamaica Folksongs” (Folk-
ways) in 1953 and “Yes Me 
Dear” in 1981.

In 1974, she was conferred 
with the nation’s fourth 
highest honor, the Order 
of Jamaica. Considered an 
equivalent to knighthood in 
the British honors system, 

Miss Lou might have also 
been addressed as Dame 
Louise Bennett.

In 1979, the Jamaica 
Information Service pro-
duced a film lauding her 
contribution to arts and cul-
ture and Jamaica entitled, 
“The Hon. Miss Lou.”

The Jamaican govern-
ment also appointed her 
Cultural Ambassador at 
Large for Jamaica. Among 
numerous other awards, 
she received the Institute 
of Jamaica’s Musgrave Silver 
and Gold medals for emi-
nence in the field of arts and 
culture; the Norman Manley 
Award for Excellence; an 
honorary Doctorate of Let-
ters from the University of 
the West Indies (1983) and 
another from York Univer-
sity in Toronto, Canada.

In 1986 Bennett made an 
appearance in the comedy 
film “Club Paradise” which 
co- starred Robin Wil-
liams, Jimmy Cliff and Peter 
O’Toole.

On Jamaica’s Independ-
ence Day in 2001, the hon-
orable poet was presented 
the nation’s third highest 
honor, the Order of Merit.

She died on July 26, 2006 
at age 86 in Toronto, Can-
ada.

Continued from Page 36

Louise Bennett

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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late ad

Family Dental Care
• Modern, state of the art office
• Professional and friendly atmosphere
• Over 10 years of experience

Dr. Michael Entin
3692 Bedford  Ave • Suite P1 • Bk., NY 11229

(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

Teeth Whitening
with Cleaning, Exam & X-raysFREE

Medicaid & Most 
Dental Insurances

Accepted
Most Major Credit
Cards Accepted

FREE

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Nationwide immigrant 
campaign

Vandalism forces Guyana, Jamaica ban on exports

SCRAP METAL ACHES
Echoes of African Rhythms

12 pages of coupons to save you cash

Special reader bonus

13 Pages of 
Classifieds

FREE

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

17
Pages of 
Classifieds

Quake survivors 

reclaim their 

orphaned kids

Historic 
health 
care

proposal
BITTERSWEET 
HAITI REUNION

16 pages of coupons 

to save you cash

Special reader bonus

Home sweet home

For News, 
entertainment  & 
sports Coverage

 to advertise 
Call Jennifer 
 718.260.8302

FREE

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

17 Pages of 
Classifieds

12 pages of coupons to save you cash

Special reader bonus

Carib nursing shortage worries leaders, World Bank

Death 
probe 
going 

nowhere

CARIB NURSING SHORTAGE GROWS

In Gov. Paterson’s corner

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

Sheepshead Bay High School Campus*

Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science III
Charter High School for the Humanities III

3000 Avenue X
Brooklyn, NY 11235

APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 3, 2013

SUMMER 2013
*Location pending Panel for Education Policy vote

www.newvisions.org/charter/apply
646.470.0375

APPLY NOW!
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 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali 
Jamaican and West Indies middle-order 

batsman Marlon Samuels was named 2012 
Jamaica Cricket Association (JCA) Male 
Cricketer of the Year, while Stafanie Taylor 
was voted Female Cricketer of the Year at 
the JCA’s annual Award Dinner at the UWI 
Mona Visitor’s Lodge in Kingston recently.

Samuels and Taylor, who also won the 
respective awards the season before, were 
acknowledged by the association for their 
gigantic achievements throughout last 
year.

Samuels was remarkable in all formats 
with the bat and was perhaps the regional 
team’s most influential performer during 
their sensational triumph at the Twenty20 

By Patrick Horne
The U. S. men’s 

national team hosts 
Costa Rica on Fri-
day, March 22, at 
Dick’s Sport Goods 
Park in Denver 
(CO.), then play at 
Mexico’s Azteca Sta-
dium on Tuesday for 
a second qualifier 
in four days. These 
are crucial match-
es for the U. S. in 
this final round of 
CONCACAF quali-
fying for the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in 
Brazil next summer, crucial because the 
Americans has no points and are coning off 
a loss in Honduras in the first game of this 
final round. A loss at home on Friday, makes 
it doubly tough to win in Mexico, where the 
U.S. has never won a World Cup qualifier.  

Considering all this, U.S. coach Jurgen 
Klinsmann made the bold and controversial 
move to drop former captain and experienced 

By Robert Elkin
Over the years the Public Schools Ath-

letic League (PSAL) graduated such play-
ers as Brooklyn residents Albert King, 
Pearl Washington, Connie Hawkns, and 
Stephon Marbury, Sebastian Telfair and 
Lance Stephenson eventually into the 

National Basketball Association. The lat-
ter three were all city players at Abraham 
Lincoln High School, located in Manhat-
tan beach, near one of the  hotbeds of 
Brooklyn-Coney Island. These are only 
some of the great players who came out 
of Brooklyn. The first four mentioned are 

now retired actively from the court.
Who will come out of the current crop, 

who recently completed their careers in 
the PSAL?

Lincoln really doesn’t have a super 
star, but over the course of their next 

Posts a 65-52 victory over Thomas Jefferson

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

U.S. coach Jurgen 
Klinsmann.

AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Lincoln&#226&#8364&#8482s Shaquille McFarlan takes a shot while playing against Thomas Jefferson. . Photo by Lem 

Peterkin

Klinsmann’s 
mistake

Samuels, Taylor 
get top titles

LINCOLN LINCOLN 
REIGNSREIGNS
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World Cup in Sri Lanka.
Taylor, the top-ranked ICC 

Women’s One-Day Interna-
tional (ODI) all-rounder, led 
the West Indies team admi-
rably with both bat and ball 
throughout the year.

The senior Jamaica men’s 
team was presented with 
memorabilia in honor of 
their winning the Regional 
Four-Day title for five con-
secutive years and was also 
acknowledged for being 
the Regional Super50 title-
holder.

The national women’s 
team was awarded for their 
championship winning 
exploits in the inaugural 
Regional Twnenty20 com-
petition on home soil.

four years someone might 
blossom out. It could also 
be one player who recently 
starred in the PSAL cham-
pionship game and could 
go on and become a col-
lege All-American.

Boys & Girls High cap-
tured the PSAL Class ‘AA’ 
title for the past three 
years. And not all of the 
players spend their com-
plete four years at one 
school. Some transfer out 
early or after their first 
year in that particular 
school to come to Lincoln 
or another power house. 
And some came to get an 
education and play at Lin-
coln during the course of 
their early years in anoth-
er school. And it could 
be because of basketball 
reasons, as they want to 
be part of a school that 
has a good reputation and 
develop basketball players 
in the NBA.

Five seniors expect to be 
graduating in June from 
Lincoln — Trevonn Mor-
ton, Elijah Davis, Anasel-
rahm Abdu, Michael Vigi-
lance and Shaquille Davis. 
For the most part they 
will be off to college. Nine 
underclassmen will be back 
looking toward another 
title-Anthony Williams, 
Shaquille McFarlan, David 
Ivanov, Isaiah Whitehead, 
Desi Rodriguez, Antonio 
Albert, Gregory Poleon, 
Tarkim Edmunds, and 
the only freshman on the 
roster and Thomas Holley 
must step it up another 
level. 

Rodriguez, who tallied 
16 points and grabbed 17 
rebounds, Elijah Davis, 
who added 18, and White-
head added 12 in the cham-
pionship game against Jef-
ferson at Madison Square 
Garden. Rodriguez played 
hard both on offense and 
defense in minutes of 
action. Richard Moody led 
Jefferson with 17 points 
and defensively stole the 
ball six times.

“Basketball in  Brooklyn 
is tough,” added Ted Gus-
tus, commissioner of the 
PSAL in Brooklyn. “After 
I retired from coaching 
I became commissioner 
of Brooklyn basketball. 
The greatest players who 
I coached were Robert 
Phelps, Renaldo Black-
man, and John Salley who 

was at the championship 
game last week),”

Meanwhile, back to last 
Saturday’s title game, Lin-
coln Coach Dwayne Mor-
ton said that he didn’t find 
it much pressure to coach 
in a championship game 
with his son on the team. 
The players come hard to 
win that game. The game 
marked the first time that 
a coach had a son play-
ing in a title game. There 
wasn’t any pressure on the 
court, as well. They knew 
what they had to do to 
win.

Late in the third quar-
ter Elijah Davis hit on a 
jump shot to put Lincoln 
ahead 43-42. The Railsplit-
ters constantly built on 
the margin, never looked 
back, and went on to post a 
65-52 victory over Thomas 
Jefferson.

The boys found it very 
exciting to play at Madison 
Square Garden and each 
member worked hard to 
get there and play there. 
The coach praised all the 
players in their effort to 
succeed, and they did!

The kids had a great 
opportunity to play on a 
court on which the best 
athletes in the country 
play.

Now comes the state 
tournament held in Alba-
ny, which will determine 
the top teams in the state 
in Classes ‘A,’  ‘AA’, and 
‘AAA.’

Continued from page 51 
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Lincoln’s Coach Dwayne 
Morton.   
 Photo by Lem Peterkin

Costa Rica 
comes in

Jamaican heroes

Lincoln

West Indies’s Stafanie 
Taylor loses her wicket 
during the ICC Women’s 
Twenty20 Cricket World 
Cup semifi nal match 
between Australia and 
West Indies in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka, Friday, Oct. 5, 
2012. 
 AP Photo/Gemunu Amarasinghe, 

fi le

World Cup defender, Carlos 
Bocanegra, from the squad 
- a mistake that could cost 
the U. S. a place in Brazil and 
Klinsmann his job.

Klinsmann addressed 
the Bocanegra omission 
in a recent interview for 
the public: “With Carlos, I 
have had several very good 
conversations over the past 
weeks. The reason he’s not 
here is because he’s simply 
not playing. He’s not get-
ting any minutes with Rac-
ing Santander in the second 
division in Spain, so he has 
no flow, he has no rhythm, 
and he understands the situ-
ation. Carlos is still in our 
picture. This is not the end 
of his National Team career. 
He understands that right 
now he’s behind other play-
ers. He’s not in the starter 
picture and he understands 
that he gives other players 
a chance to show what they 
can prove...”

Bocanegra is a proven 
World Cup defender with 
over 10 years of playing inter-
nationals for the U.S.; he is 
a leader and well respected 
among the players; Bocane-
gra is left out from a squad 
that is very inexperienced, 
particularly at central 
defense, where he plays; to 
drop one of your most expe-
rienced defenders because he 
is not starting on his second 
division club team is a mis-

take. In dropping the former 
captain, Klinsmann is disre-
garding Bocanegra’s achieve-
ments as a national player 
for the team and has allowed 
a very unstable situation at 
Racing Santander to dictate 
his team selection. The lack 
of rhythm or flow is a moot; 
rhythm and flow is eas-
ily reclaimed for a seasoned 
player like Bocanegra, and 
especially with the emotions 
that are involved in World 
Cup qualifying play. 

Klinsmann erred by 
failing to recognize that 
Bocanegra, regardless of his 
lacking of playing time at 
Racing Santander, is a very 
different player when he pulls 
on the Red, White and Blue 
jersey and still very valuable 
to this inexperienced squad; 
his leadership and ability to 
motivate his teammates on 
the pitch are well known and 
are invaluable intangibles 
that this current team des-
perately needs. Compound-
ing the situation for the U.S. 
is the fact that veteran goal-
keeper and defensive leader 
Tim Howard is not in the 
squad because of injury. In 
fact this team is only now 
about to select a new captain, 
in the midst of the qualifying 
campaign; Bocanegra’s lead-
ership could make the differ-
ence on defense in Howard’s 
absence. 

I don’t think that the cen-
tral defenders chosen – Omar 
Gonzalez (LA Galaxy), Jeff 

Cameron (Stoke City) and 
Clarence Goodson (Brondby) 
– are even close to the play-
er that Bocanegra is now, 
despite not playing consist-
ently at Racing Santander. 
The U. S. coach has to look at 
the total player and what he 
brings, overall, to the team 
and not judge him from this 
current snapshot of his entire 
career. Cameron and Gonzal-
ez – most likely the start-
ing central defenders against 
Costa Rica - are very inexpe-
rienced at international play 
and World Cup qualifiers are 

not the ideal situation to be 
dependent on them.

It seems that Klinsmann 
may be repeating the Hon-
duras mistake by pairing 
Cameron and Gonzalez in 
defense; Goodson is a bet-
ter choice at one of the cen-
tral positions. In Honduras, 
the experienced World Cup 
defensive midfielder, Maurice 
Edu, should have been paired 
with Bocanegra to man the 
defense. If Edu is not in the 
midfield, then he should play 
at central defense on this 
inexperienced squad. 

In this June 8, 2012 fi le photo, United States defender 
Carlos Bocanegra (3) is shown during a FIFA World 
Cup qualifying game against Antigua and Barbuda in 
Tampa, Fla. U.S. captain Carlos Bocanegra has been 
dropped from the roster for World Cup qualifi ers 
against Costa Rica and Mexico. 
 AP Photo/Chris O’Meara, File

Go to www.
Caribbeanlifenews.com

for the latest in 
Caribbean sports.

Continued from page 51 
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West Indies former open-
ing batsman Devon Smith 
is leading in runs in the 
Regional Super 50 competi-
tion. He has 203 runs at an 
average of 67.67. He leads 
also in the four-day com-
petition so far scoring 456 
runs at an average of 76. 
The 31-year-old Grenadian 
has so far scored two centu-
ries in the four-day compe-
tition. Smith has won two 
four-Day Man-of-the-Match 
awards along with one in 
the Super 50 Tournament.
He won the Super 50 trophy 
against Guyana when he 
led Windwards to a seven-
wicket win with an unde-
feated century. He has also 
taken the most catches in 
the four-day competition, a 
total of 11.

Four-Day Awards
The awards which are 

available in the four-day 
competition are: Headley/
Weeks Trophy: winning 
team, Sir Vivian Richards 
Award: batsman with most 
runs; Courtney Walsh 
Award: bowler with most 

wickets; Clive Lloyd Award: 
fielder with most catches; 
Malcolm Marshall Award: 
top all rounder; Deryck 
Murray Award: top wicket 
keeper and the Andy Rob-
erts Award: most promising 
fast bowler.

Higher Standards
West Indies must play 

tougher and a more tacti-
cal game in order to defeat 
top opponents in the ICC 
charter. When West Indies 
bowlers are in top form they 
should be able to restrict 
the opposing side to a mini-
mum score. The West Indies 
batsmen should be able get 
huge totals for their team 
and pick up useful scores for 
themselves. Marlon Samu-
els and Shivnarine Chand-
erpaul are two experienced 
players who go about their 
cricket in a classy but seri-

ous fashion. Both players 
are bent on making it tough 
for bowlers to remove them 
from the wicket. 

Windies Advantages
The West Indies team 

has repeatedly allow their 
advantages to swing away to 
the opposing team because 
they fail to keep up the 
rhythm of their game. 
Head coach Ottis Gibson 
should emphasize the need 
for mental toughness to be 
exhibited by all players. 

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ batsman De-
von Smith, right, plays a 
shot as England wicket-
keeper Matt Prior, left, and 
Paul Collingwood look 
on, during Test match at 
the Antigua Recreation 
Ground in St. John’s. 
 AP Photo/Andres Leighton, fi le

Devon Smith tops Super 50 and four-day charts

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Left to Right:
David, 
Ricardo,
Steve,
Craig

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. *Leases incl 10k mi per yr, add’l mi at 15¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices reflect all avail incentives to dlr. Must be approv. by prim lender @ Tier 0. Due @ sign/
Total pymts/Resid: Altima=$3804/$1896/$17,195; Rogue=$3824/$5421/$14,011; Sentra=$3704/$1656/$14,765; Pathfinder=$4054/$8541/$19,105. Due at signing=1st mo. pymt+Down pymt+$0 Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. †Finance @ 0% APR for 72 
mos. Down pymt/Ttl pymt: Altima= $14,464/$5688; Rogue=$11,020/$10,008; Pathfinder=$13,032/$15,768; Sentra=$13,032/$4968. Must be from dlr stock. ^Allowance avail for recent college grads if qualified.**2002 Nissan Altima: Stk# U18732, auto, 4cyl, p/w/l/str/b, AM/

FM CD, a/c, 66k mi, Buy for $3995. Offers can’t be combined w/other advertised prices. �For qualified buyers. ‡Based on Galves Value Book. Cannot combine w/ any offer. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

DMV#7076824
NYC DCA Lic. #698282

BayRidgeNissan.com
    5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-801-9107 |   SALES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK |     Mon-Thurs 9-9, Fri-Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

We’ll match every customer 
donation thru March 31st.

PUSH, 
PULL 

OR TOW
MINIMUM 

$4000
TRADE-IN‡

We offer more $$$ 
than other dealers.

$500 LEASE
LOYALTY

(for previous 
Nissan lessees)

$600 COLLEGE 
GRADUATE
allowance avail. for 

recent college grads^

HUNDREDS OF 
CERTIFIED 

PRE-OWNED 
NISSANS

WARRANTIES UP TO
8 YR OR 120K MI

AVAILABLE
CARS STARTING AT

$3995*

Plus, many other 
certified brands

$500 TO $4000 
OWNER 

APPRECIATION 
BONUS

(available to current 
Nissan owners)

All vehicles available with less features at lower payments. See us for complete details.

ALL-NEW
REDESIGNED!

  LEASE or OWN

  $69
  24* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DL671961, Mod#12113, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2740, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $19,690. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

SENTRA

0% APR 
FINANCING
FOR 60 MOS�

  LEASE or OWN

$219
  39* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DC628136, Mod#25013. AUTO, 6cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c,  AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2940, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $31,095. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

PATHFINDER

0% APR 
FINANCING

ALL-NEW
REDESIGNED!

$2000
     NISSAN CASH BACK
   LEASE OR PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

  $79
  24* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DC218631, Mod #13013, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2830, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $23,555. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ALTIMA

0% APR 
FINANCING

PLUS
FOR 60 MOS�

$2500
     NISSAN CASH BACK
   LEASE OR PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

$139
  39* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DW617442, Mod #22213, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD, Lease Down Payment: $2790, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $24,820. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ROGUE

0% APR 
FINANCING 

PLUS
FOR 60 MOS� FOR 60 MOS�
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KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
718-646-3331

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, 
NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

All Makes! 
All Models!HUGE CERTIFIED

PRE-OWNED 
INVENTORY!

$0 
DOWN 

AVAILABLE!

Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles At

Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles At

* *

2009 NISSAN
SENTRA FE+

Stk# 9917, 4 cyl, auto, all power, cd, MP3, 24,478 mi.
BUY FOR

$11,995

2010 NISSAN 
VERSA HATCHBACK 

Stk# 9918, 4 cyl, auto, all power, tilt, cruise, 31,633 mi.
BUY FOR

$11,995

2013 NISSAN  
ALTIMA SV

Stk# J0845, 4 cyl, auto, all power, alloys, Bluetooth, rear camera, remote start, 3019 mi.
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN 
MURANO SL 

Stk# 9953, 6 cyl, auto, lthr, rear cam, wireless connect, pano roof, 36,046 mi.
BUY FOR

$22,995

2010 NISSAN 
ALTIMA 2.5S

Stk# 9913, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, am/fm w/CD, 24,188 mi.
BUY FOR

$14,995

2009 NISSAN 
MAXIMA S

Stk# 9648, auto, V6, all pwr, s/roof, alum whls 24,654 mi.
BUY FOR

$17,995

2010 NISSAN 
ALTIMA SL

Stk# 1011, 4 cyl., auto, m/roof, Bluetooth, htd seats, lthr, 37,220 mi.
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN
MURANO S

Stk# 9690, 6 cyl, auto, all power, 45,272 mi.
BUY FOR

$16,995

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE S AWD

Stk #1006, 4 cyl., auto, full power, spoiler, 24,775 mi.
BUY FOR

$16,995

2012 NISSAN 
ARMADA AWD

Stk #1004, 8 cyl., auto, full power, rear camera, Bose sound, Bluetooth, 3rd row, 17,800 mi.
BUY FOR

$29,995

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE SV

Stk #1008, 4 cyl., auto, full power, Bluetooth, backup camera, 35,058 mi.
BUY FOR

$17,995

2009 NISSAN
MAXIMA SV

Stk# 9992, auto, V6, lthr int., alum whls, htd sts, rear cam, Bluetooth, navi, 56,953 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
SV

Stk# 9742, auto, V6, CD/MP3, lthr int., alum whls, htd wheel/seats, rear camera, Bluetooth, 22,771 mi.
BUY FOR

$21,995

2008 INFINITI
G35X AWD

Stk# U5385, auto, V6, CD, s/roof, lthr, nav., 29,766 mi.

BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
M56X AWD
Stk #A12715, auto, V8, all power, white, leather, sunroof,

loaded! Original MSRP $69,915. Only 3208 demo mi.
BUY
FOR

2007 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #4482, auto, V6, s/roof, ltr in., alloys, 34,493 mi.

BUY
FOR

$24,995

2011 INFINITI
G25X AWD

Stk #U4500, V6, auto, all power, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navigation, 30,390 mi.

BUY
FOR

$24,995

2009 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #U4511, V6, auto, all power, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navi, rear camera, 37,629 mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk# U4508, V6, Auto, m/roof, lthr, nav., Bluetooth, 23,510 mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #U4492, V6, auto, sun roof, leather, rear camera, navi, 29,963 mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 NISSAN
PATHFINDER SE 4X4

Stk #9983, V6, auto, full power, brush bars, running brds., 30,080 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

$15,995

$20,995

$32,995$32,995

$29,995

2011 INFINITI
G37X AWD

Stk# U4503, V6, auto, m/roof, lthr, Bluetooth, 11,130 mi.

BUY
FOR

$27,995

$58,500TECH PKG &
TOURING PKG

SAVE $11,415 
OFF Original MSRP!

$24,900

2011 HYUNDAI
VERACRUZ GLS

Stk #42737, V6, auto, all power, cd, alum whls, 28,876 mi.

BUY
FOR

2006 HONDA
ODYSSEY EX-L

Stk #1003, V6, auto, all pwr, cd, moonrf, lthr, dual pwr sliding drs, 3rd row, 76,130 mi.

BUY
FOR

2011 HONDA
ACCORD EX

Stk #1013, 4 cyl., auto, moonrf, Bluetooth, 20,530 mi.

BUY
FOR

2012 TOYOTA
CAMRY SE

Stk #U4510, 4 cyl., auto, all power, rear cam, Bluetooth, navi, 19,879 mi.

BUY
FOR

$18,995$18,995

$12,995 $17,995

2009 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #1030, V6, auto, moonrf, leather, rear camera, navigation, 22,134 mi.

BUY
FOR

$25,995
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THEME: SPRING IN THE AIR

ACROSS

1. Father of Hector, Paris and Cas-
sandra
6. Young newt
9. Perching place
13. Fungal skin infection
14. Tap order
15. Less than right angle
16. On pins and needles
17. Bottom line
18. Isabel Allende’s “Portrait in 
_____”
19. *Say ______ to winter and hello 
to spring
21. *Celebrated saint
23. One of peeps
24. Cobbler’s concern
25. Mudbath site
28. Cellist great
30. *The ______ Spring, led by Alex-
ander Dubcek
35. Snaky swimmers
37. *Daffodil or tulip, originally
39. Yuletides
40. Competitive advantage
41. Skedaddle
43. Profit
44. REM picture
46. Fuzzy fruit

47. Second-most traded currency in 
world
48. Kinda
50. One who speaks a Slavic language
52. OB-GYN test
53. Boor
55. *These sox train in spring
57. *Precedes May flowers
61. Okinawa martial arts
64. Great reviews
65. Lawyer group
67. She turned to stone
69. Amber _____
70. “Family ___”
71. Ar, atomic number 18
72. Homework to a student
73. a.k.a. Tokyo
74. City on Rhone River

DOWN
1. “Harper Valley ___”
2. Sign of engagement
3. A fan of
4. Famous for his fables
5. *Dance-around-the-pole holiday
6. _____ button from Staples
7. 1918 pandemic, e.g.
8. Dancer’s beat
9. Maple, to a botanist
10. Brazilian indigenous people
11. Relating to the ear
12. Reach a high

15. Rearward
20. Splotches
22. European peak
24. Lonely musician?
25. *Garden’s beginnings
26. Peter in Spain
27. Tattered Tom’s creator
29. Exclamation of disgust
31. First rate
32. “Faster!” to a horse
33. U in UV
34. To impede
36. The Vatican to Catholics, e.g.
38. B in BCS
42. Miss America’s topper
45. Harass
49. Either ___ or against
51. *Occurring now
54. Utilization or employment
56. Farm type
57. 32-card game
58. Maui dance
59. Lyric poem, pl.
60. W in W=Fd
61. Boxer’s last blow
62. Not for here
63. Jet black
66. *Spring Growth
68. European Nuclear Society

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, 
business, viewpoints, and more.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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