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Layoffs loom for thousands
of public service workers
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In this photo provided by NBC, Tessanne Chin performs after being announced the season five
winner of “The Voice” on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2013, in Los Angeles. The 28-year-old Kingston native
had nearly given up on her dreams before landing a spot on the NBC singing competition. Chin’s

coach, Maroon 5 frontman Adam Levine, was also thankful to add a second win to his resume.

AP Photo/NBC, Tyler Golden

Jamaican reggae singer wins ‘The Voice’

By Nelson A. King

Jamaicans everywhere were in
ecstasy when reggae singer Tes-
sanne Chin on Tuesday night was
declared the winner of the fifth
season of NBC TV’s “The Voice”.

“The winner of ‘The Voice’ is
Tessanne Chin,” said host Car-

son Daly to millions of televi-
sion viewers around the world.
“Jamaica is celebrating with the
United States tonight.”

Reports indicate that scores of
Jamaicans converged on capital
city Kingston on Tuesday night
to celebrate Tessanne’s win, simi-

lar to when they converged at
President Barack Obama’s first
inauguration.

“A better coach for me I could
not find,” Tessanne told her
coach, Adam Levine, just before
the winner was announced. “I

Continued on Page 36

By Bert Wilkinson

Prime Minister Fruendel Stuart
put on an extremely brave face and
toughed the criticism out when
he took to the airwaves in Barba-
dos in the past week to announce
plans by his increasingly unpopu-
lar administration to lay off 3,000
civil servants by March of next
year.

Blaming the global economic
crisis for the state of the economy,
Staurt said that some of those
being sent home are being let

go on the advice of international
multilateral agencies and could
occur by the end of this year, while
others will join them by the end of
February.

He said also that cabinet min-
isters will see their salaries and
emoluments cut by 10 percent,
but former Prime Minister Owen
Arthur is suggesting that the pink
slips should be more broad-based
and sweeping to include political
appointees linked to his Demo-
cratic Labor Party (DLP).

Continued on Page 4
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Barbados

Minister of Health John Boyce
has suggested a “proper” par-
don for Barbadian cricketers who
defied public opinion and took
part in the rebel tours of racial-
ly divided South Africa in 1982
and 1983. He said a pardon was
in line with the work of South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, which had preached
forgiveness and reconciliation
for people who had perpetuated
wrongs against society during the
apartheid era.

Boyce said the commission
operated on the premise that
all people failed in one way or
another. He made the comments
recently as the House of Assembly
paid tribute to
South  African
icon Nelson Man-
dela. Boyce said
that decades after
the controver-
sial tour of a country, which was
under an international sports ban
because of its racial segregation
policies, the former cricketers still
needed to be properly pardoned,
recognized and acknowledged.

He listed among the sportsmen
who had taken part in the tours:
Sylvester Clarke, Alvin Greenidge,
Collis King, Ezra Moseley, Frank-
lyn Stephenson, Emmerson Trot-
man, Albert Padmore and Hart-
ley Alleyne. Also touring South
Africa were Gregory Armstrong,
who acted as coordinator/manag-
er, and David Murray. The South
African rebel tours were a series
of seven cricket tours staged by
a number of teams between 1982
and 1990.

They were organized and con-
ducted despite the disapproval of
national cricket boards and gov-
ernments, as well as the Inter-
national Cricket Conference
and international organizations
including the United Nation.

Dominica

Dominicaand Chinahave signed
anew US$300 million cooperation
agreement that includes the con-
struction of a hotel, construction
of an international airport and
building a new
hospital.

The  agree-
ment was signed
between Prime
Minister Roosevelt Skerrit and
the president of ASCG, Xue Song
recently.

THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Where

This cemetery in St. Lucia was among the sites which suffered damage when Hurricane Tomas
hit the island in 2010. The Oct. 31 hurricane killed 14 people. See page 26.
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According to ASCG, the hotel,
to be situated in Roseau, will be
the first to be constructed at a
cost of US$70 million.

The Chinese government will
provide a preferential loan to sup-
port the projects.

ASCG’s general manager Wang
Yueyuan said since both countries
established diplomatic relations in
2004, China has strengthened its
cooperation with Dominica.

Meanwhile, a government
statement said that a team of
Chinese officials is now on the
island inspecting the site for the
construction of the five-star hotel
in the capital.

The government of Dominica
and the firm have signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding.

It quoted Skerrit as hav-
ing declared during the 2013-14
national budget that the design
works for the hotel had been com-
pleted and an offer of financing for
the construction was being con-
sidered by the government.

“The construction of the hotel
is part of government’s com-
mitment to making the tourism
product more competitive and for
enhancing stay over visitor capac-
ity on island,” the statement said.

Grenada

The Grenada government
recently presented a national
budget of EC$933.9 million out-
lining a series of taxes and stress-
ing the need for a curtailment of
government expenditure over the
next 12 months. Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance, Dr. Keith
Mitchell presented the fiscal pack-
age to Parliament indicating that
it would have recurrent revenue
estimated at EC$471.1 million
and recurrent
expenditure of
EC$487 million.

He said the
budget with an
overall  deficit
after grants totaling EC$139.4
million or 6.2 per cent of the gross
domestic product (GDP) would
be financed from domestic and
external sources. Mitchell told
legislators that a loan authoriza-
tion bill to raise EC$140 million in
financing to support implementa-
tion of the 2014 budget accompa-
nies the fiscal presentation and
that most of the external financ-
ing will be direct support for Gre-
nada’s “Homegrown Program.”

The prime minister said that
it is an established fact that Gre-

nada now has the lowest total
tax revenue in the Eastern Carib-
bean Currency Union (ECCU) and
throughout the consultations on
the Homegrown Program.

Guyana

The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) has strengthened its
commitment to protecting the
rights of persons with disabilities
in the signing of the Declaration
of Petion Ville recently in Haiti.

In the Declaration, the CARI-
COM Member States reiterated

their commit-
ment to the
implementation

of the Kingston _“
Accord on the
Responsibili-
ties of States with respect to Per-
sons with Disabilities, the United
Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities and
the Inter-American Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination against Persons
with Disabilities, in accordance
with the Constitution and laws of
respective Member States.
According to a statement from
the Georgetown based CARICOM
Secretariat, they have agreed “to

.
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address with renewed energy and
dedication the development of
legal frameworks at the national
level made through adherence to
international and regional instru-
ments to promote and protect the
rights and needs of persons with
disabilities.”

Haiti

Hundreds of protesters gath-
ered recently to criticize a recent
court decision in the Dominican
Republic that could strip the citi-
zenship of generations of people
of Haitian descent living in the
neighboring country.

The crowd peaked at about
2,000 people but thinned out
during the march uphill to the
Dominican Embassy to protest
the decision passed two months
ago by that coun-
try’s court. The
demonstrators
urged people to
boycott travel to
the Dominican Republic.

Riot police set up metal bar-
ricades on a major thoroughfare
that block protesters from reach-
ing the district where the diplo-
matic mission is located.

The ruling has been met with
sharp objection, from Caribbean
leaders to the United Nations.
Recently, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights
became the latest international
entity to oppose the court deci-
sion, calling on the Dominican
government to take urgent meas-
ures to guarantee the rights of
those people affected.

Advocacy groups estimate
200,000 people, many of them of
Haitian descent, could lose their
Dominican citizenship because of
the court ruling. Dominican offi-
cials say only about 24,000 would
be affected.

Jamaica

Jamaica has widened its strate-
gy to deal with money laundering
with the Senate giving approval
cover non-finan-
mined that certain sectors that

to five Orders under the Proceeds
cial businesses
were outside of the traditional

of Crime Act
and professions
Continued on Page 16

(POCA).

The  Orders
and Justice Minister Mark Golding
said the government had deter-



South Africa President Jacob Zuma, second left,
shakes hands to pose for the media with Mandla
Mandela the oldest grandson of former South Afri-
ca President Nelson Mandela after unveiling a 9 me-
tre bronze statue of Nelson Mandela outside Union
Buildings in Pretoria, South Africa, Monday, Dec. 16,

2013.

AP Photo/Matt Dunham

Antigua pays
tribute to Mandela

By Nelson A. King

Antigua and Barbuda’s
Permanent Representa-
tive to the Organization
of American States (OAS),
Deborah-Mae Lovell, has
paid tribute to Nobel Peace
Prize winner and former
President of South Afri-
ca, Nelson Mandela, who
passed away on Dec. 5
after a prolonged illness.

Lovell, who is
chair of the OAS Perma-
nent Council, paid the
tribute at a special Coun-
cil meeting in Washing-
ton, D.CO. on Dec. 13.

She spoke of the exam-
ple of struggle that Man-
dela set and how the les-
sons of his life and legacy
can be taken into the work
of the OAS, according an
OAS statement.

“How can we begin
to express our apprecia-
tion to an icon who not
only changed a country
but influenced the world?
How can we fully grasp
the vision of a man who
could harvest grace, maj-
esty, and dignity from bru-
tality and hardship?” she
asked.

Lovell quoted the words
of the African leader to
discuss how the OAS can
apply his vision and leg-
acy.

“As Nelson Mandela put
it, overcoming poverty is
not a task of charity but
an act of justice. Poverty
is not natural; it is man-
made, and we can eradi-
cate it with the actions of
human beings,” she said.

The Antiguan envoy
said Mandela’s legacy
“can be maintained if we
strengthen the develop-
ment agenda of the OAS.”

OAS Assistant Secre-
tary General, Albert Ram-
din, who spoke on behalf
of Secretary General José
Miguel Insulza, said Man-
dela will be remembered
“not only for his leader-
ship in the liberation of
his people and the African
continent but also for his
message of tolerance and
humanity, an example for
all those around the world
fighting for freedom,
democracy and respect for
human rights.”

Ramdin said Mandela
was a man “who not only
brought together the peo-
ple of South Africa but was
also a leader, who inspired
the peoples of the Ameri-
cas, with a significant
impact on the world.”

He said Mandela
“belonged to all of us,” add-
ing that “what he fought
for, what he believed in
and what he represents
are convictions, goals, and
ideals shared by all who
strive for peace, equality
and democracy.”

Ramdin said the former
South African president
was “a leader among men,
who recognized that true
peace requires commit-
ment and political will and
that changing the course
of history requires person-
al sacrifice and, most of
the time, deep pain.

CARICOM joins Mandela Farewe

French, English, Spanish Dutch Represent

By Vinette K. Pryce

CARICOM  Chairman
Kamla Persad-Bissessar led
a delegation from the twin-
island republic to join in the
final farewell celebration
for the 95-year-old found-
ing father of the South Afri-
can nation. The Trinidad and
Tobago prime minister char-
tered a plane and invited
other leaders in the region to
join her; however, among the
first arrive in South Africa
was Prime Minister Portia
Simpson-Miller of Jamaica.

“I am honored and privi-
leged to be leading this very
distinguished delegation,”
Simpson-Miller said upon
arrival.

Along for the ride with
the Caricom delegation
were: Trinidad and Tobago
Oposition Leader, Bahamas
Prime Minister Perry Chris-
tie, Grenada’s Deputy Prime
Minister Elvin Nimrod, St
Lucia’s Phillip J. Pierre. Bar-
buda was represented by
Ambassador Colin Murdoch
and Barbados was represent-
ed by Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Maxine Mc Clean.

Guyana President Donald
Ramotar, Surinamese Presi-
dent Dési Bouterse and Hai-
tian President Michel Mar-
tely also attended the cer-
emony.

Cuba’s role in ending
apartheid cannot be under-
stated. During the long
struggle for freedom, the
tiny Spanish-speaking Car-
ibbean island boldly dis-
patched soldiers to fight in
Angola and alongside ANC
freedom-fighters. For 13
years, Cubans fought and
many lost their lives when
Afrikaaners resisted racial
equality.

Although Fidel Castro
was unable to attend, his
brother, current President
Raul Castro, stood tall and
was greeted by President
Obama, who shook his hand
on arrival.

Mandela did not forget
those sacrifices.

Imost 100 nations sent
leaders to the farewell cere-
mony for former South Afri-
can president.a.

“The world literally is
coming to South Africa,”
South Africa’s head of public
diplomacy, Clayson Monye-
la said before the memorial

(i

it

Former South African President Nelson Mandela.
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ceremony held Dec. 10 in
Johannesburg.

Ten days of memorials,
celebration and tributes
marked by a public and pri-
vate funeral for the iconic
international figure -- the
first memorial held at FNB
Stadium aka Soccer City
attracted leaders from 91
nations.

In contrast to the most
recent international gather-
ing where “Pope John Paul’s
funeral brought together 70
heads of state and 14 leaders
of other regions,” Monyela
added. “I don’t think it has
ever happened before.”

Royalty included Grand
Duke Henri of Luxembourg,
Queen Rania of Jordan, the
wife of King Abdullah and
the crown princes of Den-
mark, Norway and Japan.

Britain’s Prince Charles
represented Queen Elizabeth
II on Dec. 15 in Qunu, while
their Prime Minister David
Cameron attended the Dec.
10 memorial.

“We’re already over 91
and counting,” the spokes-
man said early in the week

preceding the burial.
America sent four presi-
dents. President Barack
Obama and his wife
Michelle headed the delega-
tion which included former
President George W. Bush
and his wife, Laura, former
President Bill Clinton and
former President Jimmy
Carter. Former secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton also attended.
Reportedly a government
aircraft carrying 22 mem-
bers of the House and one
U.S. senator arrived ahead of
the presidential cortege.
Include United Nations
Secretary General, Ban Ki-
moon, his predecessor, Kofi
Annan and virtually every
African leader and it would
appear that every lead-
er made an effort to show
respect to the world leader.
President Uhuru Keny-
atta of Kenya attended the
ceremony despite the fact
the services coincided with
his own nation’s weeklong
observation of the 50th
anniversary of Kenya’s inde-
pendence.

Mandela’s fellow Nobel
Peace laureate Ellen John-
son Sirleaf, the president of
Liberia arrived in the down-
pour that drenched most of
the guests. Zimbabwean
strongman Robert Mugabe
received loud cheers as his
name was announced.

Representatives of the
African Union, the Arab
League and the European
Union walked side-by-side
leaders from Brazil, Aus-
tralia, Afghanistan, Iran,
India, Benin, Canada, Chad,
China, Equatorial Guinea
and Senegal.

In the English-speaking
countries, Jamaica was first
to publicly protest the injus-
tices of apartheid. Before
becoming an independ-
ent nation Jamaica in 1962,
while a colony of England
in 1957 imposed trade sanc-
tions against the SA regime.

According to former Car-
ibbean diplomat Sir Ronald
Sanders, Prime Minister
Errol Barrow of Barbados
and Forbes Burnham of Guy-
ana “opened up their coun-

Continued on Page 4
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Program of Attrition

Continued from cover

“In the same way that Mr. Fre-
undel Stuart and his Cabinet will
send home people, Mr Freundel
Stuart must send home some
of his ministers,” he said, add-
ing that ministers salaries are
“already in the nature of a cost
overrun.”

Stuart has not had much time
to respond to Arthur, an econo-
mist by profession, but has been
busy along with Finance Minister
Chris Sinckler trying to man-
age the political fallout and the
anger the announcement has
triggered.

General elections are not due
for another four years. Stuart
jangled nerves in February when
his Democratic Labor Party
(DLP) barely beat Arthur’s Bar-
bados Labor Party (BLP) by two
seats, 16-14, dropping four from
2008; but it is unclear when he
could reduce the anger the dis-
missals will engender. The win
kept the island tradition of two
terms for each party.

“The fact that Barbadians are
about to celebrate the Christmas
season was not a consideration
to delay the decision, because
I wanted you to know we have
taken proactive action to arrest

the deteriorating fiscal position,”
he said, to the consternation of
many including union leaders
and critics.

The cuts, Minister Sinckler
says, would trigger government
savings of about $70M, while a
strict program of attrition involv-
ing workers who are near retire-
ment would be implemented.

“This attrition is expected
to reduce central government
employment levels from approxi-
mately 16,970 to 14,612 jobs - a
projected loss of 2,358 posts, and
savings of $60 million. Over the
current 19-month adjustment
period, public sector employment
will be reduced by an additional
501 jobs with a projected,” he
said.

The island economy depends
largely on tourism for survival
as well as garment manufactur-
ing and international financial
services.

It and others in the Eastern
Caribbean as well as Jamaica, are
still struggling to recover from
the global crisis, but others like
Guyana and Suriname as well
as oil- and gas-rich Trinidad are
flourishing and have little need
to deal with the IMF’s strict aus-
terity measures.

Ending Apartheid

Continued from page 3

tries’ airports in the mid-1970s for
Cuban planes to refuel to and from
Angola, transporting Cuban mili-
tary advisers and equipment.”

The senior fellow at the Uni-
versity of London added: “Some
contributions were overt, such as
the financial support given to Man-
dela’s African National Congress
(ANC) by the governments of Guy-
ana under Forbes Burnham and
Jamaica under Michael Manley in
the 1970s. Other contributions were
not in cash but significant nonethe-
less — like the government in Anti-
gua under Vere C. Bird Snr. “who
gave its passports in the 1980s to
ANC exiles who were deprived of
travel documents by the apartheid
regime and were otherwise state-
less.”

Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment in 1977 initiated sports
boycotts of South Africa, which
was one of the sanctions that helped
to end apartheid. The small group
of leaders at Gleneagles in Scotland
that negotiated the boycott included
Jamaica’s Michael Manley.

Guyana-born Sir Shridath Ram-
phal who was secretary-general of
the Commonwealth joined the boy-
cott.
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The sports boycott almost crip-
pled the richest country in Africa.
Especially, “amongst Afrikaan-
ers whose teams could no longer
participate in the Commonwealth
Games or play international rugby
and, worst of all, could no longer
compete in cricket.”

Although the apartheid regime
“lured cricketers from many coun-
tries to play in South Africa to break
the sporting ban between 1982 and
1984, the most outstanding ones
the South Africans most desperate-
ly wanted to parade, among them
Clive Lloyd (Guyana), Vivian (later
Sir Vivian) Richards (Antigua),
Joel Garner (Barbados) and Court-
ney Walsh (Jamaica) stood firm in
their solidarity with the oppressed
in South Africa.”

“The Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in 1985 in
Nassau, The Bahamas, is remem-
bered by historians as the turn-
ing point of the Commonwealth’s
struggle with Britain’s Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher. She, like
President Ronald Reagan dispensed
with holding a veto on Common-
wealth sanctions. Bahamas Prime
Minister Lyndon Pindling, as chair,
steered the meeting to that end.
It was sanctions — started by the
Commonwealth and pushed into

Our Firm exists to serve the best interests of the working
class with competent legal guidance and innovative solutions
at affordable rates.
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the United Nations — that eventu-
ally crippled the apartheid regime,
drying up loans from the interna-
tional market and deterring invest-
ment.”

“But the Nassau meeting also
established the Eminent Persons
Group (EPG) with a mandate to
promote a process of dialogue for
change, for ending apartheid and
establishing a genuine non-racial
democracy in South Africa. Seven
Commonwealth countries, The
Bahamas among them, consulted
with the secretary-general on their
nominees. Sir Shridath wanted
Dame Nita Barrow of Barbados,
and Prime Minister Pindling agreed
that she would be his nominee from
the Caribbean. As a member of
the EPG, Dame Nita would be the
first West Indian to see Mandela in
prison. She was a vital member of
the group — the first among them
to enter the grim Soweto dressed as
a local woman accompanying Win-
nie Mandela.”

“The EPG’s Report Mission to
South Africa exposed the iniquities
of apartheid, became the catalyst
for sanctions, and produced a nego-
tiating concept to which the regime
turned in the end to surrender its
apartheid apparatus, including
Mandela’s release. Shridath Ram-
phal’s engagements were central
and manifold as he acted for the
Commonwealth in its crusade to
free Mandela and end apartheid.
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Bleak picture of Barbados economy

By Nelson A. King

As the Barbados government
on Dec. 13 announced plans
to lay off 3,000 public sector
employees and cut the salaries
of high-ranking government
officials, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) has painted a
very bleak picture of the island’s
economy.

“The Barbados economy con-
tinues to face considerable eco-
nomic challenges,” said the IMF
on Dec. 13 after conducting the
2013 Article IV consultation with
Barbadian authorities.

“The authorities agreed with
staff on the need for urgent
policy adjustments and deeper
reforms over an extended period
to restore fiscal and external
sustainability,” it added.

The IMF mission, which visit-
ed Barbados from Dec. 3-13, was
headed by Nicole Laframboise.

Laframboise  said weak
exports and tourism arrivals,
slow growth, and expansive fis-
cal policy “have led to a sharp
increase in public debt and fiscal
financing pressures.”

She said real output is project-
ed to fall by 0.7 percent in 2013,
and that inflation has declined

Minister

Barbados Finance
Chris Sinckler.
Photo by George Alleyne

and is forecast to average 2.3
percent for 2013.

In the external sector, the
mission said that tourism
receipts have “remained flat”,
and the current account deficit
is projected to widen to 11.4 per-
cent of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) this year.

Together with a sharp drop in
private capital inflows in 2013,
the mission said international
reserves have fallen this year to
US$468 million at end-October.

“In this environment, the
fiscal position has come under
increasing strain,” said Lafram-
boise, adding that the central
government deficit is expected
to rise to 9.5 percent of GDP
in 2013/14, and central govern-
ment debt had risen to 94 per-
cent of GDP by September 2013.

She said spending cuts under
the authorities’ budget propos-
als announced in August are
“broadly on track,” but she added
that tax revenues are “falling
short of projections.”

Laframboise noted that the
Barbados government plans
to take additional measures
to strengthen adjustment and
reduce pressures on the balance
of payments.

“A strategic, comprehensive
approach is needed to address
the underlying weaknesses in
public finances and to increase
efficiency in the public sector,”
she said.

“Policy formulation should be
guided by a medium-term fiscal
anchor to reduce central govern-
ment debt to below 85 percent of
GDP by 2018,” she added.

Laframboise said a “funda-
mental review” of the tax sys-

tem is warranted, disclosing that
the Barbadian authorities have
requested technical assistance
on this from the IMF.

“The goal would be to broad-
en the revenue base, which has
been seriously eroded by statu-
tory and discretionary waivers,”
she said.

In the interim, Laframboise
said a number of measures
could be taken to “significantly
improve the yield by strengthen-
ing compliance and efficiency in
revenue and customs adminis-
tration.”

The mission chief said the
Barbados central government
wage bill rose to 10.3 percent of
GDP in 2012/13, the highest in
the region, “which together with
interest payments limits room
for investment spending.”

She said IMF staff took
note of the government’s deci-
sion to reduce the civil serv-
ice “up front”, adding that “this
will lower spending and send a
strong signal about policy com-
mitment, though these workers
should have access to unemploy-
ment support and programs for
re-employment.”

T&T names jet
after Mandela

By Azad Ali

The Trinidad and Tobago-owned
Caribbean Airlines (CAL) Boeing
776-300 jet, which took Prime Min-
ister Kamla Persad-Bissessar and
the Caribbean delegation to South
Africa for Nelson Mandela’s memori-
al service last week, has been named
the “Nelson Mandela” aircraft.

The announcement was made
by Persad-Bissessar in South Afri-
ca after the memorial service at
the FSNB Stadium, Johannesburg.
Mandela died at the age of 95.

It is the first time a national air-
craft was being named after a non-
national.

Persad-Bissessar was among 90
world leaders, including U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama, Indian Presi-
dent Manmohan Singh and Cuban
President Raul Castro and Cuban
President Raul Castro.

Obama, who referred to Man-
dela as the “last great liberator of
the 20th century”, gave words of
comfort to the people of South Afri-
ca during a speech, for which he
received loud cheers from the mas-
sive crowd at the stadium.
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5 Self-employment on the

rise in the Caribbean

By Nelson A. King

The World Bank says
while self-employment is on
the rise in the Caribbean,
quality jobs remain elusive.

In launching a new report
in Miami, the Washington-
based financial institution
said almost 70 percent of
employees in the Caribbean
work for businesses with
five or fewer employees,
compared to 60 percent in
Latin America.

But while entrepreneur-
ship is often considered to
be a driver of development,
the World Bank said the
resulting companies grow
at a much slower rate than
in other middle-income
regions.

Furthermore, the high
percentage of small busi-
nesses reflects a lack of qual-
ity jobs in the region’s larger
or multinational businesses,
the bank said.

Declaring that “this
should ring warning bells,”
the report says that, in the
Caribbean, almost 70 per-
cent of business owners
have opened a business out
of fear of losing their job
or because jobs were not
available.

The report notes that,
in the past 10 years, Latin
America and the Caribbean
have “benefited significant-
ly from favorable economic
tailwinds.”

But, as these tailwinds
die, it says “growth has to
come from within,” adding
that innovation is “key if the
Caribbean is to build upon

the social gains of recent
years.”

The report says that Car-
ibbean firms develop new
products less frequently
than their counterparts in
other developing regions.

It says in Jamaica, for
example, the rate of prod-
uct development is less
than half than that of Thai-
land or Macedonia, adding
that while Grenada topped
the region for new prod-
uct development, six of the
“worst offenders” also hailed
from the Caribbean. The
report did not identify these
“worst offenders.”

The report cites four pos-
sible reasons for the less fre-
quent development of new
products in the Caribbean:
Human capital, intellectual
property, risk taking and
logistics.

It says while science,
technology and engineering
graduates are at “a premi-
um, it’s a scarcity that has a
direct effect on innovation.”

Closely related to the
quality of education, the
report recognizes this will
be a major challenge for the
region.

With separate laws gov-
erning copyright in every
country, the report says
“the complicated panorama
lends less protection to the
product creators, deterring
much-needed investment
for new product research
and development.”

It says “a deep cultural
shame of failure is hinder-
ing innovation by dissuad-

ing entrepreneurs from tak-
ing risks.”

The report says this is
evident as much in “individ-
ual reticence at a business
level as in the low levels
of investment in research
and development, especially
from the private sector.”

The report says modern-
izing ports, transport and
customs can add a competi-
tive edge to products from
the region.

Currently, it says poor
public services, communi-
cation links and transport
infrastructure are hinder-
ing efforts to boost produc-
tion capacity in the region.

The report says younger
firms “far outshone” more
established ones in terms of
job creation.

“The key is identifying
and supporting those star-
tups, which have the most
potential through start up
programs, subsidies or pol-
icy,” it says.

The bank said entre-
preneurs are “key actors
in turning low productiv-
ity around to create lasting
economic benefit and qual-
ity jobs,” but it said the vast
majority, some 70 percent,
of business owners across
the Caribbean work alone.

Consequently, the report
recommends establishing
an economic environment,
where entrepreneurs will
“innovate and compete in
order to increase productiv-
ity and enable them to grow
into quality employers.”
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Randall: Christmas is
a time to remember

By Sharon Randall, Scripps
Howard News Service

This morning I heard myself
singing, “Deep in December it’s
nice to remember.”

That’s from a song in “The
Fantasticks,” a musical I never
saw and don’t care to recall. It
was stuck on replay in my head
the way some songs seem to get
stuck there. Don’t ask me why.

I was just glad it wasn’t “All I
Want for Christmas Is My Two
Front Teeth” or “Grandma Got
Run Over by a Reindeer.” I get
stuck on them sometimes, too.

Those songs aren’t high on my
Christmas play list. I'd prefer to
get stuck on Handel’s “Messiah”
or “O Holy Night” or even “I'll
Be Home for Christmas.” But
the older I get the more I find my
mind has a mind of its own.

There I was, loading the dish-
washer, singing “Deep in Decem-
ber” when suddenly I remem-
bered: Christmas is a time for
remembering.

One of my favorite holiday
traditions is to ask friends or
family or strangers in line at
the post office, “What’s your
favorite Christmas memory?”
The answers often tell me more
about the person than I could
learn in an hour-long interview.

See for yourself. Ask someone
that question. But be prepared
for them to ask you in return.

What’s my favorite Christ-
mas memory? Thanks for ask-
ing. For me, it’s not one, but a
lifetime collection. For example:
Christmas Eve, when I was 3, my

dad pointed to the sky and said,
“Look. That’s the Star of Bethle-
hem.” T saw it that moment and
every Christmas since, even if I
can't see the sky.

--When I was 10, my family fell
on hard times, harder than our
usual, so Santa wouldn’t make
it to our house until spring. But
some good people from church
brought us a ham and cookies
and a tree with colored lights.
After they left, my mother said,
“Life is a bank. Sometimes you
give, sometimes you take. It’s all
the same bank. Just remember
how it feels to take, because one
day you will do the giving.”

-- When I was pregnant with
my first child, I lay awake Christ-
mas Eve, wanting to hold him,
not in my belly, but in my arms.
I couldn’t imagine it any more
than T could imagine riding a
donkey from Nazareth to Beth-
lehem. But I believed in the hope
of it. And four weeks later, it
came true.

-- My youngest was 7 when
we spent Christmas at a cabin in
the mountains. He asked Santa
for a chance to see snow fall,
and he got it. He also managed
to lock the keys in the car, forc-
ing his dad to jog three miles in
the snow back to the cabin for a
spare set of keys.

-- A few weeks before my first
husband lost a long battle with
cancer, we celebrated his 54th
birthday on Christmas Eve with
our three children. I remem-
ber their laughter, their faces,

Continued on Page 12

OP-EDS

By Camille Moran

Let’s bring the spirit of Christ-
mas to Congress. The last time
the minimum wage went up was
in 2009, and, as the owner of a
Christmas tree farm and other
businesses, I think it’s time for
another raise.

Today’s $7.25 an hour min-
imum wage befits Scrooge —
before he saw the error of his
ways. It amounts to just $15,080
a year for full-time workers.

Workers shouldn’t have to
depend on food stamps or food
banks to put Christmas Dinner
on their tables.

In my state, Louisiana, which
is not a high-cost state, a single
adult needed income of $19,256
to afford basic expenses such as
food, housing, transportation,
health care and taxes in 2012,
according to the MIT Living
Wage Calculator. That’s $9.26
an hour at 40 hours a week
year-round, which is $2 more
an hour than the current mini-
mum wage.

McDonald’s made waves this
year by recommending a sample
monthly budget to its employ-
ees — many of them earning at
or near minimum wage — that

Building a strong economy

Increasing the
minimum wage to
$10.00 an hour.

assumed they needed a second
job to make ends meet. Most
McDonald’s employees, like
most minimum-wage work-
ers, are adults. The budget had
them working at McDonald’s for
$1,105 a month after taxes, and
then a second job for $955 — for
a total of $24,720 yearly after
taxes. McDonald’s CEO Don
Thompson, meanwhile, made
$13.8 million in 2012. That’s
$37,808 a day, every day of the
year.

Most Americans agree that if
you work full time you should
not be living in poverty. Today’s
miserly minimum wage doesn’t
just impoverish workers, it hurts
our economy.

If T don’t pay my employees
a decent wage, they won’t have
money to spend at other busi-
nesses. And if other businesses
don’t pay their workers a decent
wage, they can’t afford to buy
my trees, and I can’t afford to
hire more employees. That’s a

negative cycle, instead of a posi-
tive one.

At 4 Seasons Christmas Tree
Farm, our lowest paid employ-
ees earn at least $10 an hour
and we provide a better product
at competitive prices with big
box stores. Raising the mini-
mum wage makes good busi-
ness sense.

A recent national poll shows
that 67 percent of small-busi-
ness owners support increasing
the minimum wage and adjust-
ing it yearly to keep pace with
the cost of living. The small-
business owners were predomi-
nately Republican in the poll
commissioned by Small Busi-
ness Majority.

Sixty-five percent of small-
business owners in the poll
agreed that “Increasing the
minimum wage will help the
economy, because the people
with the lowest incomes are
the most likely to spend any
pay increases buying necessities
they could not afford before,
which will boost sales at busi-
nesses. This will increase the
customer demand that busi-
nesses need to retain or hire

Continued on Page 12
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Let’s stop buying and giving things
that people don’t want or need

By Daniel Fink, Los Angeles
Times (MCT)

Some celebrate Christmas,
some Hanukkah and some Kwan-
zaa, but to me the coming holiday
time is potlatch season, and it’s
starting earlier every year.

A potlatch was a festival of the
indigenous peoples of the Pacif-
ic Northwest during which the
host distributed property and gifts
as a way to demonstrate wealth,
generosity and social standing.
Guests would reciprocate at a later
time with items that matched or
exceeded the value of the original

gifts, or risk being humiliated.

Although births and marriages
were sometimes acknowledged at
a potlatch, the main purpose was
the reciprocal redistribution of
wealth. The more one gave away,
the greater one’s power. In some
tribes’ celebrations, the goods
were destroyed, in what might be
called the ultimate act of conspic-
uous consumption.

In the late 1800s, Canada and
the United States banned potlatch
ceremonies at the urging of Chris-
tian missionaries and government
agents, who saw the custom as

wasteful, unproductive and con-
trary to civilized values. These
bans were clearly discriminatory,
but were also a way of assimilating
the native peoples into Western
traditions of displaying power by
accumulating and keeping wealth
rather than by giving it away. The
potlatch bans were eventually
repealed.

Fast-forward 125 years, and one
wonders whether modern Ameri-
can society has adopted the pot-
latch traditions. As “Black Friday”
morphs in one direction to inter-

Continued on Page 24
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Abandoning debt to Newtown isn’t an option

Quite  understandably, the
Newtown, CT folks who had such
unspeakable horror visited upon
them one year ago last Saturday
requested that the public respect
their choosing to have their privacy
a foremost consideration as they
marked the anniversary. Heaven
knows that in the time since that
dark day’s events unfolded at Sandy
Hook Elementary School, the peo-
ple of Newtown, and especially those
families directly impacted by the
violence, have been nothing if not
supreme exemplars of grace in the
face of unimaginable heartbreak.
Even as it has borne its grief, New-
town has summoned the strength
to confront the core evil that deliv-
ered last December’s blast of notori-
ety — a gun culture in this country
that defies logical explanation.

So Newtown went for a quiet
observance of one year since the
tragic theft of its innocence. But it
is not Newtown’s resolve to be silent
about what brought it to such a god-
awful place.

Congresswoman  Elizabeth
Esty, whose 5th District includes
Newtown, talks today about the
ongoing mobilization effort to get
folks to “stand against cowardice
in Washington,” as she declared in

an MSNBC interview the other day.
Esty reflects the determination one
has seen typically displayed by the
people of Newtown and, one gath-
ers, much of the rest of the state.
Outraged, like so many of us, that
not even their nightmare experi-
ence could move Capitol Hill to
show some spine against a callously
uncaring gun lobby, the people of
Newtown are evidently dedicated to
stoutly carrying the fight forward.
The voice of Newtown duly made
itself heard when the Connecticut
state legislature sought to tighten
its gun laws and wound up passing
a comprehensive reform package
earlier this year.

That action by Connecticut’s leg-
islators, as well as a few other states
where there was courage enough
to do likewise, only made more dis-
dainful the rebuff dealt to reform
efforts at the federal level. It makes
for a pretty bleak outlook for gun
violence legislation in Congress,
given that what had been proposed,
only to get derailed in the Sen-
ate, was no ground-breaking, tough
measure. It was mild stuff which
polls indicated having the support
of 90 percent or thereabouts pub-
lic support — closing background
check loopholes, limiting magazine

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

clip size...The infamous filibuster
was once again brought out of the
Republican obstructionist arsenal
to kill anything fixing to happen
in the Senate. And in the House
Speaker John Boehner’s tactic of
half-heartedly deferring to the
Senate to act first was but a lame
attempt to refute the “cowardice”
label Rep. Esty very correctly slaps
on Congress.

One wonders when will there be
a true death-blow delivered to this
absurdity of elected lawmakers in
cavalier fashion stomping all over
the will of the people. The big-stick
capacity of lobby power is of course
no stranger to the legislative proc-
ess. But the manipulating ways of
vested interests explode the shame
on Congress to outsize proportions
when they'’re allowed to negate such
overwhelming public approval as
those modest reform measures
enjoyed. What right to continued
public service do senators have, who
block legislation favored by very

nearly all of the folks they rep-
resent? What possible justification
can a lawmaker offer for kowtow-
ing to lobbying influences, which
contradict such a clamor from the
masses?

In the immediate aftermath of
the Newtown tragedy, when the
NRA and others of their ilk were in
high profile as they readied push-
back strategy in the midst of calls
for gun law reform,speculation fre-
quently centered on the timing ele-
ment — that the preference of apolo-
gists for widespread gun use would
be to have any reform move delayed
until the emotionally charged pub-
lic response had subsided. Disturb-
ing as it may be to some of us that
the fate met by those innocents last
December gets tossed in with every
other marketplace idea or product
requiring “strategy,” that cold real-
ity improbably becomes the other
side’s focus. Of course, any thought
among the Capitol Hill crowd, of
seeking cover for their gutlessness
in somewhat abated public emotion
warrants instant rejection. There
should be no quarter given to pol-
iticians with the wherewithal to
respond decisively to what befell
Sandy Hook Elementary School,
who choose not to.

Speaker Boehner seemed to have
all the proper atmospherics in place
a few days ago when he went public
with what some suggest was a long-
simmering resentment against the
far-right bully cartel’s dominion
over space he should control. It’s
risky betting that Boehner’s rant
is good for any dialing back of the
hard-line extremist posture on an
issue like gun control, which isn’t
exactly a GOP pet peeve. In the
Senate, the Democratic majority’s
recent changing of the filibuster
rules should translate into elimi-
nation of what presented a barrier
to any passage of gun legislation
months ago.

So one doesn’t know where Con-
gress will come down when and if
the ball lands in its court again.
We do know that even with ran-
dom outbreaks of gun violence so
frequent as to, God forbid, numb
our senses to the phenomenon,
Newtown’s hurt remains fresh and
will, for a long time yet, refuse to
grow old. Newtown isn’t done with
us. And we dare not think to be
done with Newtown. The huge debt
to that community incurred last
December by the nation, including
a pathetically indifferent Congress,
is one that has to be paid.
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75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans

v
v
v
v’ 60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

Apple Bark @

Established 1863 « Member FDIC %
www.applebank.com

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value
require mortgage insurance. Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower. Loan
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ. Other terms and conditions
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative. NMLS #446713.
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(718) 354-3834

*Mention this ad
when you place your
order and receive an

additional 3¢ off
per gallon

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery ¢ Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery ¢ Premium Heating Oil
www.CODOIL.com

—
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

Refer a new customer
to us and take an
additional 3¢ off

per gallon

on your next order

OP-EDS

A fair minimum wage is key

Continued from page 10
more employees.”

That’s right. Increasing
the minimum wage will
boost the sales that drive
employment. And with
increased wages, businesses
also see lower costly employ-
ee turnover, increased pro-
ductivity and better cus-
tomer service.

No wonder the most rig-
orous studies of the impact
of actual minimum wage
increases show they don’t
cause job loss, reports
Business for a Fair Mini-
mum Wage. For example,
the Institute for Research
on Labor and Employment
compared all neighboring
counties (we call them par-
ishes) located on different

sides of a state border with
different minimum-wage
levels between 1990 and
2006 and found no adverse
employment effects from
higher minimum wages.

There’s a proposal in Con-
gress to raise the minimum
wage by 95 cents a year
for three years to $10.10
an hour, and then adjust it
annually to keep up with the
cost of living.

If the minimum wage
had kept up with the cost of
living since 1968, it would
already be over $10. In
case you're wondering, the
unemployment rate was 3.6
percent in 1968 and 3.5 per-
cent in 1969.

When families come
to our farm looking for a

Christmas tree, they seek
out trees that have a strong,
full base and are healthy
from top to bottom.

Our minimum wage is
the base of our economy. If
it’s weak, our economy will
not be healthy.

At the end of “A Christ-
mas Carol,” Scrooge doesn’t
just give Tiny Tim’s family a
turkey. He gives his father
a raise.

Moran is owner and
CEO of Caramor Industries,
which includes 4 Seasons
Christmas Tree Farm, in
Natchitoches Parish, La.
She is a member of Business
for a Fair Minimum Wage.

Memories of Christmas

Continued from page 10

their eyes, how they shined.
I wish you could’ve seen
them. It was not our mer-
riest Christmas, but I never
knew one more holy.

-- My final favorite Christ-
mas memory is this: After
years as widow, I remar-
ried and moved with my
new husband to Las Vegas.
Christmas in the desert was
different from those I knew
in the mountains of the
Carolinas, or on the coast
of California. But the kids
came to visit and we made

the best of it.

Then one night in Janu-
ary, it snowed. My husband
and I put on every article of
clothing we owned and sat
out by a palm tree catching
snowflakes on our tongues.
It wasn’t Christmas on the
calendar. But it felt like it.

Christmas is a time for
singing songs, good or bad,
for seeing stars and tast-
ing snowflakes and believ-
ing in hope. Sometimes you
give, sometimes you take.
But it’s always a time to be
thankful, whether you gdet
what you want or have to

jog three miles in the snow.
It doesn’t have to be merry
to be holy. It can happen
any day, any time of year.
Because more than a date
on a calendar, Christmas is
a feeling somewhere in the
soul.

Here’s wishing you
and yours a Christmas to
remember.

(Sharon Randall can
be contacted at P.O. Box
777394, Henderson NV
89077, or at www.sharon-
randall.com)



HOLIDAY HOUR

SATURDAY, 12/21 7AM-9PM

SANTASALE s

% ADVERTISED MECHANIC'S o MONDAY, 12/23  7AM-9PM
TOOL SETS, TOOL STORAGE  *{__ | TUESDAY, 12/24 7AM-6PM
OFF AND WRENCH SETS suuings rangs romste-50% e e CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

$99 SALE

SAVE $4O

$7 9 SALE

Craftsman® Bolt-On™ Craftsman ’ :
20-volt MAX lithium-ion 165-pc. mechanic’s ' =
tool set 00938165 Lo

drill/driver kit 00916496

BOLT 1ON|
FREE

: “ 9 BOLT-ON"
. ATTACHMENTS

AVAILABLE -

(sold separately) SAVE $50 [ 500FF i
BOLT-ON" BAG -
00935700/16896. $49 SALE

($29.99 value)
with purchase of 00916496

Craftsman

Offer valid thru 12/24/13. 108-pc. ]
mechanic’s ! t
tool set g =
00938108 L“

SAVE $220

$479°7

$3 9 9SA9LE, EA.

51749

raftsman handheld WHEN YOU raftsman
:?5 LED work ,ig?,'; i WHEN YOU BUY BOTH BUY ALL THREE Sicke,_sty.e
Craftsman Speed- rechargeable and cordless Craftsman 6-drawer Craftsman 11-drawer Micro Tork
Lok™ 54-pc. screwdriving with swivel hanger for working basic ball bearing tool heavy-duty tool storage torque wrench
bit set 00926393 in tight spaces 03473904 storage combo 00931016/7 combo 00937714/5/6 00931423/4/5 . j

ch'zsze'e 5% ALL KENMORE
OFF APPLIANCES

hardware o
1 5/0 ALL APPLIANCES'

O/ POWER LAWN & GARDEN,
O GAMEROOM AND FITNESS

m O I: F OVER $299 WITH YOUR SEARS CARD®
(9) Exclusions apply. See below for details. Offer good thru 12/24/13.

OFF ovER $499 WITH SEARS CARD

(1) Advertlsed savings are valid in-store only and range from 5%-25%. (1,2) Exclusions apply. See below for details.
Offers good thru 12/24/13. Only available at Sears Appliance & Hardware Stores.

- Yo Sportspower 4-pc.
SAVE $590 X table tennis table 0061423
ON THE PAIR .-

WITH SEARS CARD

$ 42 499 SAVE $250

FINAL, EA.
WITH SEARS CARD 'SAVE $55 99
Kenmore® 3.8 cu. ft. washer ProForm® hybrid
02625102 Reg. 719.99 ea., now 499.99 ea. 1 $ 1 4 499 trainer 2-in-1 e)iliptical cycle

Z=N : 00623880 While quantities last.

Kenmore 7.0 cu. ft. dryer Craftsman 18-in. Fitness equipment and game
02665102 Gas dryer priced higher. == Kenmore. 42cc gas chain saw with case 07134190 tables require some assembly.

£

Purchase a Craftsman Bottle Cap Wrench (0094133) and -
o ek * A SUPPORT OUR LOCAL HEROES. HOW TO a $2 donation will be given to our_local fire department OR $99w?th )

LOCAL HEROES DONATE. GIVE BACK. GIVE BACK  DonateS$], $2, $5 or $10 at the register. Nov. 23° thru Dec. 31* Reg. 14.99

See store for details. Monetary donations accepted in store.

A
Enter To Win a Free Craftsman Snow Thrower or Kenmore Washer

Every $50.00 spent gets you an entry to a Raffle.

One winner, one prize; washer or snow thrower. This contest is only for guests with this flyer, SYWR member $50.00 or more purchase.
Winner need not be present. Must be 18 or older. Void where prohibited. One entry per $50.00 purchase.
Winner will be notified by e-mail. See store manager for contest rules.

This amazing offer and many more available ONLY at this location!

220-05 HILLSIDE AVENUE - QUEENS, NY 11427 - PHONE: 718.776.8156

HOURS: M-F: 8:00AM - 9:00PM ¢« Sat: 8:00AM - 9:00PM ¢ Sun: 9:00AM - 6:00PM

€102 '92-0¢ '99Q - 317 ueagqLie) - ¢| abed
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‘We in the Caribbean are
living climate change’

By Desmond Brown

MOCHO, Jamaica, Dec
10, 2013 (IPS) - The Mocho
Mountains that run through
the centre of Jamaica were
once covered by lush tropi-
cal forests that helped control
rainfall. Now, much of the
forests and farmlands have
been destroyed and the com-
munity is hard hit by the
resultant extreme weather.

“[The area] is one of those
that was severely mined for
bauxite and so the trees were
lost and so too was the arable
land for farming,” Indi McLy-
mont-Lafayette, the regional
coordinator for Panos Car-
ibbean, told IPS. Panos, a
global network of institutes,
works to give a voice to poor
and marginalised communi-
ties.

McLymont-Lafayette, who
grew up in Mocho, said the
community was now very vul-
nerable to climate change.

‘People are seeing coast-
linesnowbeing inundatedand

the sea encroaching further
inland.” -- St. Lucia’s Minister
for Sustainable Development
Dr. James Fletcher

“They were very hard hit
by hurricanes Ivan and Dean
[in 2004 and 2007 respective-
ly]. There are longer droughts
and the farmers are grap-
pling with issues of trying
to access water because the
community is primarily rain-
fed,” she said.

In the past, Mocho, which
is about one and a half hour’s
drive from the capital, King-
ston, was well known as the
breadbasket of the central
parish of Clarendon.

“And if [there is] sporadic
rainfall, which is also predict-
ed under the climate change
umbrella, it’s harder for the
farmers on the ground to reg-
ularise their planting season
so that means it has implica-
tions for the food security of
Jamaica,” McLymont-Lafay-
ette added.

She said she clearly remem-

bered the first time she expe-
rienced a natural disaster. It
was in 1988, when Hurricane
Gilbert made landfall on the
island. Before that, the last
hurricane had occurred 37
years previously, in 1951.

“When I was growing up
in my teens there was only
one hurricane, which was
Gilbert in 1988. It was an
exciting thing for me then
because it was the first hurri-
cane we'd had since 1951 and
I heard about that from my
grandparents,” she said.

But when it came, the dev-
astation it caused made her
“never want to see a hurri-
cane again”.

“But of course that has
not been the case. And over
the past 15 years, almost
every year we've had tropical
storms or some hurricanes.

“I think if you look at the
statistics between 2002 and
2007, up to 70 million dol-
lars [was] lost due to extreme
weather events, and that is a

Indi McLymont-Lafayette the regional coordinator for Panos Caribbean said that Ja-
maica had put a lot of focus on preparing for climate change. IPS/Desmond Brown

IPS/Desmond Brown

lot of money for a developing
country like Jamaica. So I
know it’s a serious concern
for us and many of the small
islands in the Caribbean,” she
said.

Among the small island
Caribbean states is St. Lucia,
which was hit by major hur-
ricanes in 2007, 2010 and
2011.

The country’s minister for

sustainable development, Dr.
James Fletcher, told IPS that
climate change was affecting
the island.

“That’s a point that we've
been at pains to [explain] to
the international community
— that while for some of them
climate change is an academ-
ic discussion or some sort of
esoteric concept, for us in the
Caribbean we are living cli-

mate change,” Fletcher said.

“Fishers are seeing their
fish catches affected because
the oceans are warmer, coral
reefs are bleaching and fish-
ery is not as productive as it
used to be. People are seeing
coastlines now being inun-
dated and the sea encroach-
ing further inland.”

He said that St. Lucia was

Continued on Page 34

Kids don't come with directions.

Parents as Teachers can help.

During the years bebween birth and kindergarien thene ane

important times when specific kinds of leaming.. language

'E||E}ht_ Dassr motor skills_must take |:||

=t. » Parents as

ace Tor YO child to

. a parent educa

and famély support organization, can help you capture those

windown of opporfunity o your child starts school ready to

succeed. » IV free for all parents and participation 4 valuntary

Fird & program in your cormmunityl

1. 866.PATAYOU (1. BB6.728. 4568

HATIEHAL CIRTER, IME,

www. patnc.or E
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TOP QUALITY AT CLOSEOUT PRICES

7305 New Utrecht Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11204 + Phone: 718-513-9000 - Fax: 718-513-9001 + Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com
Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri. and Sat. 9AM-6PM, Thurs. SAM-8PM

e KITCHEN CABINETS, FLOORING,
BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE KITCHEN LAYOUT AND
DESIGN WITH PURCHASE

LARGE SELECTION OF VANITIES
Many other styles available

Cherry or White
with marble top
24" x21"

UP TO S6840ff .
suggestediretaa.'ﬁncgﬁ_m-aur

SPECIAL PURCHASE: oak IsLAND AND COLONIAL MAPLE

9~-36” WIDE, WALL OR BASE KITCHEN CABINETS 599 9 5
1 |

ALl WOOD CONSTRUCTION, FULLY ASSEMBLED
Concord Cherry

starting at

i
15179100,

| 24mx21",
I primed {(was $199.00)

startingat@lpine arting a pin'e,'sta;t;'nga tﬁp nat included
$159.99 1539199, 1569199 39799 ) - 4

15% Off any faucet

Large selection of other styles 15% off any lock with any door purchase with any vanity purchase
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Feuer Nursing Review

Helping International
Nursing Students Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX

Mention “Caribbean” & Get $40 off Tuition

(Must mention code during registration)

Live Review Schedule:

New York: January 25-30, 2014

NY Pharmacology Class: February 2, 2014
Ft. Lauderdale: February 7-12, 2014
New York: March 22-27, 2014

Ft. Lauderdale: May 16-21, 2014

RN/LPN NCLEX Home
Studies Available

Call us today!
212-679-2300 or

www. FeuerNursingReview.com

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Continued from page 2

financial sector, and in keeping with inter-
national requirements and trends, should be
subjected to anti-money laundering meas-
ures.

“The reason for this is that criminals
often need to use the services of these
professionals and others to launder their
illicit cash.

“As a consequence, having these pro-
fessions being subjected to anti-money
laundering measures is a strong deter-
rent to launderers, and should also assist
law enforcement in tracking assets, where
these professionals make the required dis-
closures under law,” he said.

Golding said that the purpose of the
orders was to designate these professions as
nonfinancial institutions under the provi-
sions of POCA.

“The effect of this designation is that
these professions will then be brought
within the definition of a regulated sector
and thereby be subjected to certain anti
money laundering obligations under the
POCA and the proceeds of crime money
laundering regulations.” he said.

Opposition Senator, Alexander Williams,
said there was support for the legislation
as it “will tighten our compliance with
the requirements laid out by the financial
action task force.”

The orders will come into effect on April
1, 2014, except for the Proceeds of Crime
(Designated Non-Financial Institution)

(Attorneys-at-law) Order, which will take
effect in June 2014.

Trinidad

Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica have
agreed that changes would have to be made
in the way immigration authorities in T&T
and elsewhere in the Caribbean treat Carib-

bean visitors.

T&T Foreign Affairs Minister Winston
cuss the deportation of some 13 Jamaican
nationals recently made a pledge with his
Jamaican colleague AJ Nicholson to free up
cans.

Dookeran said the ten-
sion between both coun-
following two-days of talks with Nicholson,
the implications of what was proving to
be a budding trade and diplomatic dispute
when they recently arrived at Piarco Inter-
national Airport.

Jamaicans had threatened to boycott

One of the outcomes of the discussions
was the proposal for an urgent meeting of
CARICOM Heads of Immigration Depart-
(border) officials on the fair treatment of
CARICOM nationals exercising their rights
within the Community.

Dookeran who traveled to Jamaica to dis-

travel to T&T for Jamai- |‘

tries have been “defused”

after the Jamaicans were sent back home

T&T manufactured products in protest.

ments to elaborate on ways to sensitize
Compiled by Azad Ali

JEROME NEUMAN

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

If You Have Been Hurt In An Accident,
You May Be Entitled To Compensation.

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Let Us Fight For You To Get The Money You Deserve.
* Personal Injury ¢ Medical Malpractice

e Car Accidents °* Wrongful Death

e Insurance Company Issues

FREE CONSULTATION * NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL

Avalaible for Other Legal Services Including: Wills, Foreclosures, Real Estate
Closings, Business Transactions, Employment Discrimination, Disability Benefits

* Slips & Falls

T:718.436.6400  F:718.436.2833 * Jneumanlaw@gmail.com
3917-14" Ave ¢ Suite 201  Brooklyn, NY 11218

718-845-0437
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O ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A

CRIME

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx is here to help
innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families rebuild their lives and move forward.

Our services include, but are not limited to:
Assistance filing state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy,
homicide support group, financial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock
replacement and crisis counseling.

€102 '92-02 99Q - 317 ueagqLie) - )| abed

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confidential.
Call for Information: (718) 823-4925

Crime Victims Support Services * 1138 Neill Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 « Funded by the NYS Office of Victims Services
Hours: Open Daily Monday through Friday 9 AM—4 PM ¢ No Appointment Necessary
Private Counseling: Tuesdays 12-5 PM and Thursdays 1-6 PM

HELPING | ‘riwomaise

All Services Are Confidential
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After a lengthy search,
Brooklyn’s Flatbush Ave-
nue Business Improvement
District (BID) hired Lau-
ren Elvers Collins, execu-
tive director of the adjacent
Church Avenue Business
Improvement District, as its
new executive director. Lau-
ren will manage both BIDs
and will bring the benefit of
overlapping programs, cost
efficiencies, and economies
of scale, while keeping the
two as separate entities. Each
BID will continue to be over-
seen by their board of proper-
ty owners, business owners,
and elected officials.

The Flatbush Avenue BID
runs on Flatbush Avenue
from Parkside Avenue to
Cortelyou Road and includes
approximately 250 prop-
erty owners and business-
es. Under BID Board Chair-
man Voltan Bagot, the BID
is characterized by a mix
of mom and pop stores and
regional and national chains.
It also includes the Flatbush
Caton Market, a large shop-
ping area on Tilden Avenue,
and the soon-to-open Kings
Theatre. It is funded by a tax
assessment levied on prop-
erties within the BID and
provides supplemental sani-
tation, security, and market-
ing for the businesses within
its borders.

The Flatbush Ave. BID had
been managed by longtime

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Flathush Ave BID hires new executive director

Lauren Elvers Collins.

Photo by CAMBA

executive director, Jack Katz,
until his unfortunate pass-
ing in late 2012. The former
owner of the Buster Brown
shoe store on Flatbush Ave.,
Jack and wife, Rita, were
well-known on the avenue.
He was best known to facili-
tate the BID’s support of
local charitable efforts, espe-
cially the annual Thanksgiv-
ing luncheon at the Flatbush
Reformed Church, and had
a close relationship with the
NYPD.

Lauren is the former exec-
utive director of the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy, co-
founder of the Windsor Ter-

race Alliance neighborhood
association, and a member
of Community Board 7. She
specializes in marketing
and media, nonprofit man-
agement and operations,
government relations, and
community planning. She
created successful market-
ing campaigns to highlight
small businesses including
the From Roti to Rhubarb
program spotlighting food
establishments and attract-
ing four new restaurants,
a Shop Local campaign on
Prospect Park West, and a
current program celebrat-
ing the Caribbean impact on

Church Avenue. She over-
saw a $300,000 storefront
restoration program which
reimbursed property own-
ers for up to 75 percent of
their construction costs and
she worked alongside local
elected officials and the man-
agement of a national phar-
macy chain to overhaul their
upcoming site to add a gro-
cery store.

“Lauren Elvers Collins
has a great track record as
the executive director of the
Church Avenue BID, and
it makes perfect sense for
the Church Avenue BID and
the Flatbush Avenue BID to

come together under her
leadership,” said Rob Walsh,
commissioner of the NYC
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services. “Lauren will
help make the two organiza-
tions stronger, bigger, and
better, and I am convinced
will have a greater impact on
the neighborhood and the
city at large.”

Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz stated,
“Congratulations to Lauren
Elvers Collins on her role as
executive director of the Flat-
bush Avenue BID! Flatbush
is primed for great growth in
the years ahead, starting with
the impending revival of the
Kings Theatre. The oppor-
tunities to expand retail and
entertainment growth along
Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn’s
major commercial artery, are
truly endless. I wish Lauren,
who also serves as president
of my local Windsor Terrace
Alliance, all the best in her
endeavors!”

“I'm very happy with the
work that Lauren has been
doing on Church Avenue,
and we're especially happy
with the storefront that the
Church Avenue BID helped
fund last year,” said Sammy
Aoun, owner of Berto Kid’s
Fashion on Flatbush Ave.
and Berto for Kids on Church
Ave. “I'm looking forward to
more of the same on Flat-
bush Avenue. And now she

can visit me at both Berto
locations on Church and
Flatbush avenues.”

A native New Yorker, Lau-
ren welcomes the oppor-
tunity to serve the diverse
constituencies in the district.
“[Former Executive Director]
Jack was one of a kind and
I'm looking forward to build-
ing upon the work he did on
the Avenue he loved so dearly.
There is so much untapped
opportunity on Flatbush
Avenue to create programs
to attract shoppers, identify
resources for the businesses
and property owners, and
make Flatbush Avenue eve-
rything it can be.”

She added, “The Flatbush
Avenue BID owes a huge
thanks during this major
transition to the dedication
of the BID’s Board, interim
BID manager Flatbush Devel-
opment Corp. under Robin
Redmond, and the tremen-
dous support of the team at
the Dept. of Small Business
Services, particularly Com-
missioner Rob Walsh, Depu-
ty Commissioner Elizabeth
de Leon Bhargava, Assistant
Commissioner James Met-
tham, and Senior Project and
Contract Manager Mahadya
Mary. Their combined efforts
kept the BIDs afloat during
the past year and created a
foundation for an even better
Flatbush Avenue commercial
corridor.”

Small Business Energy |
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource
Center | The New York Public
Library

smallbiz.nypl.org

Small Business Services -
Empire State Development
New York

www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet
Bibliographies: New York
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites
compiled by staff at the New York State
Library for use in response to reference
questions.

Start a Business in New York
— Resources for New York
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm

Find resources and advice on starting a

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and
incorporation, free NYC resources for
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help
and Resources for Small
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php

This section of Your Money New York is
designed to help small business owners —
and New Yorkers interested in starting a
small business.

Small Business Resources -
The Business Council of New
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the
issues.

Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i

If you operate a business in New York
City, you are especially fortunate. The
city has pulled together a wealth of
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm

100+ items — to assist the small business
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development
Strategic Business Division
Minority and Women'’s
Business Development

New York Regional Office 26 Federal
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278
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POWER TO END STROKE..

You are the Power

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

.

Know where you stand. The odds are African Americans
are twice as likely to suffer a stroke as white Americans.

Beating the odds isn’t about winning, it’s about living.
You have the power to end stroke. 1-888-4-STROKE / StrokeAssociation.org
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What to ask the doctor
about your skin cancer

(StatePoint) While skin cancer
is highly prevalent and incidence
rates are rising, it also remains
one most treatable types of can-
cer. But you need to remain vigi-
lant about your skin and share
any changes or concerns with
your doctor before they become
bigger problems.

In fact, one in five Americans
will develop skin cancer in their
lifetime. However, the disease is
95 percent curable if diagnosed
early.

“Staying vigilant about the
health of your skin is crucial to
early diagnosis and more effec-
tive intervention,” says L. Michael
Hone, President and CEO of Cal-
iber Imaging and Diagnostics, a
medical technology company that
develops diagnostic tools for skin
diseases.

It’s all about regular screen-
ings, says Hone, who recommends
making an appointment with your
dermatologist on an annual basis.

Though the incidence of skin

HEALTH

cancer in the United States is on
the rise, there’s good news -- new
innovations in skin cancer detec-
tion are making thorough, regu-
lar screenings easier for patients.
For example, the VivaScope,
by Caliber L.D., offers a nonin-
vasive optical biopsy of the skin,
so patients don’t need to have
any portion of their skin cut or
removed to check for cancer and
can receive results immediately.
As the only FDA 510(k) cleared,
noninvasive skin imaging tech-
nology that enables physicians to
make an accurate diagnosis of
skin diseases through the direct
visualization of cells, it is used for
the diagnosis of melanoma, basal
cell carcinoma and squamous
cell carcinoma, as well as for the
accurate noninvasive diagnosis of
benign lesions and dermatoses.
At your next doctor’s visit, here

are topics to discuss regarding
your risks of developing skin can-
cer and what you and your doctor
can do to check for it:

e Risk: While anyone can devel-
op skin cancer, the risk is elevated
by overexposure to harmful UV
rays, a family history of the dis-
ease and a lighter complexion. Ask
your doctor to assess your risk
and offer you ways of mitigating
the threat.

e Self-exam: Between doctor’s
visits, you can perform self-exams
on a monthly basis. Using a full-
length mirror as well as a hand-
held mirror, look for changes in
your skin that could be indicative
of skin cancer. Don’t forget to
check your scalp and nail beds of
your toes and fingers. Your doctor
can offer you guidelines for what
to look for and how.

e Screening: Ask your doctor
about innovations in skin cancer
detection that offer a noninva-
sive alternative to a biopsy. More
information can be found at www.

The VivaScope, by Caliber I.D., offers a noninvasive optical biopsy

of the skin.

caliberid.com.
By being informed and inquisi-

From Parkside Avenue to Cortelyou Road

tive, you can make the most of
your next visit to the doctor.




In our community, we take care of
the people who took care of us.

Get more from Medicare with Affinity Health Plan.

We look after people like you. People who worked three jobs to put food on the table. Taught us how to act
with respect. And built our supportive community. Because we wouldn’t be here without you. With Affinity’s
Medicare Advantage programs, we make sure you get the care you deserve. Members in Affinity Medicare
Ultimate (HMO SNP) pay SO for Medicare Part B premiums and generic drugs, and receive routine vision care
and additional specialty dental care. If you live in New York City, or in Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland
or Orange counties, and you receive assistance with your Medicare premiums from the state, you may qualify
to enroll in one of our programs today. For more information about Medicare Advantage programs from
Affinity Health Plan, visit affinityplan.org or call our toll-free number at 888.543.9096.

% Affinity Health Plan mosw AffinityPlan.org

Affinity Health Plan (HMO SNP) is a health plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program.
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations,
copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change
on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. The Part B premium is covered for full-dual members.
This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This information is available
for free in other languages. Please call our Customer Service number at 877.234.4499 for additional information. (TTY users should call
800.662.1220). Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm and Saturday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Customer Service has
free language interpreter services available for non-English speakers. Esta informacién estd disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas.
Por favor comuniquese con nuestro servicio al cliente al 1.877.234.4499 para obtener informacién adicional. (Los usuarios del TTY
deben llamar al 1.800.662.1220). El horario es de lunes a viernes 8am-8pm y los sdbados de 9:00am a 3:00pm. Servicio al cliente tiene
servicios gratuitos de interpretes de lenguajes para los usuarios que no hablan inglés.
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Dealing with common gastrointestinal problems

(StatePoint) Frequent and
bothersome gastrointestinal (GI)
symptoms are more common
than you may think. While esti-
mates may vary, five percent to
15 percent of adults in the United
States may be affected by chronic
GI conditions, such as irritable
bowel syndrome with constipa-
tion (IBS-C) or chronic idiopathic
constipation (CIC).

This could mean as many as
13 million adults may suffer from
IBS-C, and as many as 35 million
adults may suffer from CIC.

According to a survey, the
majority of adults with these con-
ditions may experience disrup-
tive symptoms three to five days
per month. Recurring abdominal
pain and constipation, including
hard stools, and infrequent and
incomplete bowel movements,
may indicate IBS with constipa-
tion or, if you have these symp-
toms with little to no abdominal
pain, chronic idiopathic consti-
pation (CIC). Adults report that
these symptoms impact their
daily activities.

Research also shows that only
40 to 50 percent of these suffer-
ers plan to talk to their physician

HEALTH

about their GI symptoms within
the next year. Experts say that
part of the problem is patients
are uncomfortable discussing the
specific symptoms of IBS-C or
CIC.

“Patients often get embarrassed
talking about their bathroom hab-
its with a physician,” says Dr. Ste-
ven Lamm, internist and author
of “No Guts, No Glory.” “There is
no need to feel self-conscious.”

You are not alone. Dr. Lamm
recommends preparing for your
appointment ahead of time to
ensure a more effective conversa-
tion. Be ready to discuss the fol-
lowing with your doctor:

® Do you feel abdominal pain?

e How often do you experience
hard stools associated with con-
stipation?

* Do you have fewer than three
bowel movements a week?

e Are your bowel movements
satisfactory; with a sense of com-
plete evacuation?

e How long have you experi-
enced these symptoms (a week, a

month, more)?

e How frequently do you expe-
rience these symptoms?

e What have you tried to relieve
symptoms (drinking more water,
taking fiber or laxatives, increas-
ing exercise)?

® Do your symptoms keep com-
ing back?

e Has your life been disrupted
due to your symptoms?

Unfortunately, there is no cure
for these conditions, but there
are ways to help manage symp-
toms, including dietary and life-
style changes and taking laxa-
tives. Also, keeping a symptom
diary may help identify triggers
that exacerbate symptoms.

Keep in mind, over-the-counter
laxatives and stool softeners may
help with occasional constipation,
but they are not approved for
long-term use without physician
supervision and are not approved
for IBS-C. If you are a candidate,
a physician may prescribe FDA-
approved medications for these
conditions.

With open and clear communi-
cation between patient and doc-
tor, managing bothersome symp-
toms may be possible.

Dietary and lifestyle changes and taking laxatives can help ease
gastrointestinal (GI) symptoms. (©) Lars Zahner - Fotolia.com

they hear you

A perfect moment to talk ab
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An alarming. aumber of pre-teens are drinkin
which makes it urgent to find every opportunity to talk to e
your kids about the dangers of underage drinking. For tips

on how — and when — to begin the conversation, visit:

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov

E

ubstance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

MHSA

www.samhsa.gov ¢ 1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727)
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

| HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL

BECAUSE | DON'T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVEIT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way's ongoing work to
improve the education, income, and health of our communities.
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Holiday gifts with a
personal touch

Continued from page 10

fere with the celebration
of Thanksgiving and in the
other toward Cyber Monday,
people continue to buy one
another things just because
they “have to get someone
a gift,” even if it may be
re-gifted, returned or never
used. Our society’s barely
restrained annual celebra-
tion of blatant commercial-
ism approaches the seem-
ingly needless exchanges
and even destructiveness of
the potlatch.

Judging from news reports
and holiday sales that began
before kids were done trick-
or-treating, retailers are very
concerned that business will
be down from last year. They
have reason to be concerned.
Aside from the shorter shop-
ping period between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, the
economy is still a shambles,
the economic impact of
Obamacare is unclear and
there are no really “must
have” consumer electronics,

books or toys.

Unfortunately, in these
hard economic times, when
jobs are still scarce, there
is great need and even food
insecurity, especially among
younger people and fami-
lies with children. But in
most parts of middle- and
upper-class Southern Cali-
fornia, nobody appears to
need much more than what
they already have.

My wife says that if eve-
ryone thought as I do, the
economy would be in even
worse shape. She’s probably
right. The malls would be
emptier and business would
be down for sweatshops in
China, unsafe factories in
Bangladesh and makers of
gift cards and wrap. But here
in the Los Angeles area, cars
are parked in driveways or
on the street because garages
are full of stuff. And when
Angelenos run out of space
there, they rent storage lock-
ers, where from time to time
they visit their extra things.

Maybe this year, we can

work toward ending the pot-
latch season. Let’s stop buy-
ing and giving things people
don’t want and don’t need.

If you feel a need to give,
give food to the hungry,
clothes and toys to those in
need, or donations to victims
of storms, violence or con-
flict. A plate of homemade
cookies or some other deli-
cacy delivered personally is a
much better way to remem-
ber friends and family than
a meaningless generic gift,
a “dustable” to sit on the
shelf or yet another ill-fitting
sweater in the wrong color.
And most older people need
even fewer things. Unfortu-
nately, what they really want
— youth, vigor, health — are
things we can’t give them.
But they, and I'm sure many
others, would appreciate a
call, a card or a visit from
family, neighbors and friends.
So will you.

About The Writer

Daniel Fink wrote this for
the Los Angeles Times.

©2013 Los Angeles
Times

Visit the Los Angeles
Times at www.latimes.com

Distributed by MCT
Information Services

“1 FEEL LIKE

A FISH

WITH NO WATER.”?

-JACOB, AGE 5

DESCRIBING ASTHMA

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

cé o] | 1-866-NO-ATTACKS

NCl For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call your doctor.
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Have You Been In An Accident?
You May Be Entitled To Money Damages!

Car Accident Cases ® Slips & Falls ® Construction Accidents
Work Place Accidents ® False Arrests ® Medical Malpractice
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JAMES ROSS WILLIAM C. THOMPSON ARTHUR HILL

35 years experience Ret. Justice Supreme Court 35 years experience
Appellate Division Of Counsel To the Firm
Former NYS Senator
Former Regional Director NAACP

We have recovered millions of dollars for our clients.*
FREE Consultation ®* NO FEE Unless Successful

Ross & Hill, Esgs.

Please visit our website at www.rossandhill.com

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome