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By Nelson A. King
Jamaicans everywhere were in 

ecstasy when reggae singer Tes-
sanne Chin on Tuesday night was 
declared the winner of the fifth 
season of NBC TV’s “The Voice”.

“The winner of ‘The Voice’ is 
Tessanne Chin,” said host Car-

son Daly to millions of televi-
sion viewers around the world. 
“Jamaica is celebrating with the 
United States tonight.” 

Reports indicate that scores of 
Jamaicans converged on capital 
city Kingston on Tuesday night 
to celebrate Tessanne’s win, simi-

lar to when they converged at 
President Barack Obama’s first 
inauguration. 

“A better coach for me I could 
not find,” Tessanne told her 
coach, Adam Levine, just before 
the winner was announced. “I 
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Caribbean Life would like to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas!

 
 By Bert Wilkinson

Prime Minister Fruendel Stuart 
put on an extremely brave face and 
toughed the criticism out when 
he took to the airwaves in Barba-
dos in the past week to announce 
plans by his increasingly unpopu-
lar administration to lay off 3,000 
civil servants by March of next 
year.         

Blaming the global economic 
crisis for the state of the economy, 
Staurt said that some of those 
being sent home are being let 

go on the advice of international 
multilateral agencies and could 
occur by the end of this year, while 
others will join them by the end of 
February.

He said also that cabinet min-
isters will see their salaries and 
emoluments cut by 10 percent,  
but former Prime Minister Owen 
Arthur is suggesting that the pink 
slips should be more broad-based 
and sweeping to include political 
appointees linked to his Demo-
cratic Labor Party (DLP).

Layoffs loom for thousands 
of public service workers

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 36
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In this photo provided by NBC, Tessanne Chin performs after being announced the season fi ve 
winner of “The Voice” on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2013, in Los Angeles. The 28-year-old Kingston native 
had nearly given up on her dreams before landing a spot on the NBC singing competition. Chin’s 
coach, Maroon 5 frontman Adam Levine, was also thankful to add a second win to his resume. 
 AP Photo/NBC, Tyler Golden

Jamaican reggae singer wins ‘The Voice’
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Barbados
Minister of Health John Boyce 

has suggested a “proper” par-
don for Barbadian cricketers who 
defied public opinion and took 
part in the rebel tours of racial-
ly divided South Africa in 1982 
and 1983. He said a pardon was 
in line with the work of South 
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which had preached 
forgiveness and reconciliation 
for people who had perpetuated 
wrongs against society during the 
apartheid era.

Boyce said the commission 
operated on the premise that 
all people failed in one way or 
another. He made the comments 
recently as the House of Assembly 
paid tribute to 
South African 
icon Nelson Man-
dela. Boyce said 
that decades after 
the controver-
sial tour of a country, which was 
under an international sports ban 
because of its racial segregation 
policies, the former cricketers still 
needed to be properly pardoned, 
recognized and acknowledged.

He listed among the sportsmen 
who had taken part in the tours: 
Sylvester Clarke, Alvin Greenidge, 
Collis King, Ezra Moseley, Frank-
lyn Stephenson, Emmerson Trot-
man, Albert Padmore and Hart-
ley Alleyne. Also touring South 
Africa were Gregory Armstrong, 
who acted as coordinator/manag-
er, and David Murray. The South 
African rebel tours were a series 
of seven cricket tours staged by 
a number of teams between 1982 
and 1990. 

They were organized and con-
ducted despite the disapproval of 
national cricket boards and gov-
ernments, as well as the Inter-
national Cricket Conference 
and international organizations 
including the United Nation.

Dominica
Dominica and China have signed 

a new US$300 million cooperation 
agreement that includes the con-
struction of a hotel, construction 
of an international airport and 
building a new 
hospital.

The agree-
ment was signed 
between Prime 
Minister Roosevelt Skerrit and 
the president of ASCG, Xue Song 
recently.

According to ASCG, the hotel, 
to be situated in Roseau, will be 
the first to be constructed at a 
cost of US$70 million.

The Chinese government will 
provide a preferential loan to sup-
port the projects.

ASCG’s general manager Wang 
Yueyuan said since both countries 
established diplomatic relations in 
2004, China has strengthened its 
cooperation with Dominica.

Meanwhile, a government 
statement said that a team of 
Chinese officials is now on the 
island inspecting the site for the 
construction of the five-star hotel 
in the capital.

The government of Dominica 
and the firm have signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding.

It quoted Skerrit as hav-
ing declared during the 2013-14 
national budget that the design 
works for the hotel had been com-
pleted and an offer of financing for 
the construction was being con-
sidered by the government. 

“The construction of the hotel 
is part of government’s com-
mitment to making the tourism 
product more competitive and for 
enhancing stay over visitor capac-
ity on island,” the statement said.

Grenada
The Grenada government 

recently presented a national 
budget of EC$933.9 million out-
lining a series of taxes and stress-
ing the need for a curtailment of 
government expenditure over the 
next 12 months. Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance, Dr. Keith 
Mitchell presented the fiscal pack-
age to Parliament indicating that 
it would have recurrent revenue 
estimated at EC$471.1 million 
and recurrent 
expenditure of 
EC$487 million. 

He said the 
budget with an 
overall deficit 
after grants totaling EC$139.4 
million or 6.2 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) would 
be financed from domestic and 
external sources. Mitchell told 
legislators that a loan authoriza-
tion bill to raise EC$140 million in 
financing to support implementa-
tion of the 2014 budget accompa-
nies the fiscal presentation and 
that most of the external financ-
ing will be direct support for Gre-
nada’s “Homegrown Program.”

The prime minister said that 
it is an established fact that Gre-

nada now has the lowest total 
tax revenue in the Eastern Carib-
bean Currency Union (ECCU) and 
throughout the consultations on 
the Homegrown Program.

Guyana
The Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) has strengthened its 
commitment to protecting the 
rights of persons with disabilities 
in the signing of the Declaration 
of Petion Ville recently in Haiti.

In the Declaration, the CARI-
COM Member States reiterated 
their commit-
ment to the 
implementation 
of the Kingston 
Accord on the 
R e s p o n s i b i l i -
ties of States with respect to Per-
sons with Disabilities, the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities and 
the Inter-American Convention 
on the Elimination of all Forms 
of Discrimination against Persons 
with Disabilities, in accordance 
with the Constitution and laws of 
respective Member States.

According to a statement from 
the Georgetown based CARICOM 
Secretariat, they have agreed “to 

address with renewed energy and 
dedication the development of 
legal frameworks at the national 
level made through adherence to 
international and regional instru-
ments to promote and protect the 
rights and needs of persons with 
disabilities.”

Haiti
Hundreds of protesters gath-

ered recently to criticize a recent 
court decision in the Dominican 
Republic that could strip the citi-
zenship of generations of people 
of Haitian descent living in the 
neighboring country.

The crowd peaked at about 
2,000 people but thinned out 
during the march uphill to the 
Dominican Embassy to protest 
the decision passed two months 
ago by that coun-
try’s court. The 
demonstrators 
urged people to 
boycott travel to 
the Dominican Republic.

Riot police set up metal bar-
ricades on a major thoroughfare 
that block protesters from reach-
ing the district where the diplo-
matic mission is located.

The ruling has been met with 
sharp objection, from Caribbean 
leaders to the United Nations. 
Recently, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
became the latest international 
entity to oppose the court deci-
sion, calling on the Dominican 
government to take urgent meas-
ures to guarantee the rights of 
those people affected.

Advocacy groups estimate 
200,000 people, many of them of 
Haitian descent, could lose their 
Dominican citizenship because of 
the court ruling. Dominican offi-
cials say only about 24,000 would 
be affected.

Jamaica
Jamaica has widened its strate-

gy to deal with money laundering 
with the Senate giving approval 
to five Orders under the Proceeds 
of Crime Act 
(POCA).

The Orders 
cover non-finan-
cial businesses 
and professions 
and Justice Minister Mark Golding 
said the government had deter-
mined that certain sectors that 
were outside of the traditional 
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This cemetery in St. Lucia was among the sites which suffered damage when Hurricane Tomas 
hit the island in 2010. The Oct. 31 hurricane killed 14 people. See page 26. IPS/Desmond Brown

Where the sea meets the land

Continued on Page 16
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By Nelson A. King
Antigua and Barbuda’s 

Permanent Representa-
tive to the Organization 
of American States (OAS),  
Deborah-Mae Lovell, has 
paid tribute to Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and former 
President of South Afri-
ca, Nelson Mandela, who 
passed away on Dec. 5 
after a prolonged illness. 

 Lovell, who is 
chair of the OAS Perma-
nent Council, paid the 
tribute at a special Coun-
cil meeting in Washing-
ton, D.CO. on Dec. 13.

She spoke of the exam-
ple of struggle that Man-
dela set and how the les-
sons of his life and legacy 
can be taken into the work 
of the OAS, according an 
OAS statement. 

“How can we begin 
to express our apprecia-
tion to an icon who not 
only changed a country 
but influenced the world? 
How can we fully grasp 
the vision of a man who 
could harvest grace, maj-
esty, and dignity from bru-
tality and hardship?” she 
asked. 

Lovell quoted the words 
of the African leader to 
discuss how the OAS can 
apply his vision and leg-
acy. 

“As Nelson Mandela put 
it, overcoming poverty is 
not a task of charity but 
an act of justice. Poverty 
is not natural; it is man-
made, and we can eradi-
cate it with the actions of 
human beings,” she said. 

The Antiguan envoy 
said Mandela’s legacy 
“can be maintained if we 
strengthen the develop-
ment agenda of the OAS.” 

OAS Assistant Secre-
tary General, Albert Ram-
din, who spoke on behalf 
of Secretary General José 
Miguel Insulza, said Man-
dela will be remembered 
“not only for his leader-
ship in the liberation of 
his people and the African 
continent but also for his 
message of tolerance and 
humanity, an example for 
all those around the world 
fighting for freedom, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights.”

Ramdin said Mandela 
was a man “who not only 
brought together the peo-
ple of South Africa but was 
also a leader, who inspired 
the peoples of the Ameri-
cas, with a significant 
impact on the world.” 

He said Mandela 
“belonged to all of us,” add-
ing that “what he fought 
for, what he believed in 
and what he represents 
are convictions, goals, and 
ideals shared by all who 
strive for peace, equality 
and democracy.”

Ramdin said the former 
South African president 
was “a leader among men, 
who recognized that true 
peace requires commit-
ment and political will and 
that changing the course 
of history requires person-
al sacrifice and, most of 
the time, deep pain.

By Vinette K. Pryce
CARICOM Chairman 

Kamla Persad-Bissessar led 
a delegation from the twin-
island republic to join in the 
final farewell celebration 
for the 95-year-old found-
ing father of the South Afri-
can nation. The Trinidad and 
Tobago prime minister char-
tered a plane and invited 
other leaders in the region to 
join her; however, among the 
first arrive in South Africa 
was Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson-Miller of Jamaica. 

“I am honored and privi-
leged to be leading this very 
distinguished delegation,” 
Simpson-Miller said upon 
arrival.

Along for the ride with 
the Caricom delegation 
were: Trinidad and Tobago 
Oposition Leader, Bahamas 
Prime Minister Perry Chris-
tie, Grenada’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Elvin Nimrod, St 
Lucia’s Phillip J. Pierre. Bar-
buda was represented by 
Ambassador Colin Murdoch 
and Barbados was represent-
ed by Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Maxine Mc Clean.

Guyana President Donald 
Ramotar, Surinamese Presi-
dent Dési Bouterse and Hai-
tian President Michel Mar-
tely also attended the cer-
emony.

Cuba’s role in ending 
apartheid cannot be under-
stated. During the long 
struggle for freedom, the 
tiny Spanish-speaking Car-
ibbean island boldly dis-
patched soldiers to fight in 
Angola and alongside ANC 
freedom-fighters. For 13 
years, Cubans fought and 
many lost their lives when 
Afrikaaners resisted racial 
equality.

Although Fidel Castro 
was unable to attend, his 
brother, current President 
Raul Castro, stood tall and 
was greeted by President 
Obama, who shook his hand 
on arrival.

Mandela did not forget 
those sacrifices.

lmost 100 nations sent 
leaders to the farewell cere-
mony for former South Afri-
can president.a. 

“The world literally is 
coming to South Africa,” 
South Africa’s head of public 
diplomacy, Clayson Monye-
la said before the memorial 

ceremony held Dec. 10 in 
Johannesburg.

Ten days of memorials, 
celebration and tributes 
marked by a public and pri-
vate funeral for the iconic 
international figure -- the 
first memorial held at FNB 
Stadium aka Soccer City 
attracted leaders from 91 
nations.  

In contrast to the most 
recent international gather-
ing where “Pope John Paul’s 
funeral brought together 70 
heads of state and 14 leaders 
of other regions,” Monyela 
added. “I don’t think it has 
ever happened before.”

Royalty included Grand 
Duke Henri of Luxembourg, 
Queen Rania of Jordan, the 
wife of King Abdullah and 
the crown princes of Den-
mark, Norway and Japan. 

Britain’s Prince Charles 
represented Queen Elizabeth 
II on Dec. 15 in Qunu, while 
their Prime Minister David 
Cameron attended the Dec. 
10 memorial. 

“We’re already over 91 
and counting,” the spokes-
man said early in the week 

preceding the burial. 
America sent four presi-

dents. President Barack 
Obama and his wife 
Michelle headed the delega-
tion which included former 
President George W. Bush 
and his wife, Laura, former 
President Bill Clinton and 
former President Jimmy 
Carter. Former secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton also attended.

Reportedly a government 
aircraft carrying 22 mem-
bers of the House and one 
U.S. senator arrived ahead of 
the presidential cortege.

Include United Nations 
Secretary General, Ban Ki-
moon, his predecessor, Kofi 
Annan and virtually every 
African leader and it would 
appear that every lead-
er made an effort to show 
respect to the world leader. 

President Uhuru Keny-
atta of Kenya attended the 
ceremony despite the fact 
the services coincided with 
his own nation’s weeklong 
observation of the 50th 
anniversary of Kenya’s inde-
pendence.

Mandela’s fellow Nobel 
Peace laureate Ellen John-
son Sirleaf, the president of 
Liberia arrived in the down-
pour that drenched most of 
the guests. Zimbabwean 
strongman Robert Mugabe 
received loud cheers as his 
name was announced.   

Representatives of the 
African Union, the Arab 
League and the European 
Union walked side-by-side 
leaders from Brazil, Aus-
tralia, Afghanistan, Iran, 
India, Benin, Canada, Chad, 
China, Equatorial Guinea 
and Senegal.

In the English-speaking 
countries, Jamaica was first 
to publicly protest the injus-
tices of apartheid. Before 
becoming an independ-
ent nation Jamaica in 1962, 
while a colony of England 
in 1957 imposed trade sanc-
tions against the SA regime. 

According to former Car-
ibbean diplomat Sir Ronald 
Sanders, Prime Minister 
Errol Barrow of Barbados 
and Forbes Burnham of Guy-
ana “opened up their coun-

French, English, Spanish Dutch Represent

Former South African President Nelson Mandela. AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam, fi le

CARICOM joins Mandela Farewell 

Antigua pays 
tribute to Mandela

South Africa President Jacob Zuma, second left, 
shakes hands to pose for the media with Mandla 
Mandela the oldest grandson of former South Afri-
ca President Nelson Mandela after unveiling a 9 me-
tre bronze statue of Nelson Mandela outside Union 
Buildings in Pretoria, South Africa, Monday, Dec. 16, 
2013.  AP Photo/Matt Dunham

Continued on Page 4
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Charles Ruffin (646) 423-8779 
RuffinC@EmigrantMortgage.com
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One 
Stop 

Mortgage 
Solutions!

Financing Available For:

Purchase, Rate & Term, and Cashout 
Refinance Transactions

Primary, Second Home & Investment                  
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Conventional Agency Programs, including  
“Making Home Affordable” Initiatives.

Portfolio Programs

Fixed Rate Products,                                        
Various Term Periods Available

2/1, 3/1, 5/1, 7/1 & 10/1 Adjustable Rate 
Products

SONYMA Products

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Copyright © 2013 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant 
Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this 
advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by 
Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all 
products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  Emigrant’s 
commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs 
are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of residential under applicable state laws. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of 
Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, 
NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 10/15/2013
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We also offer Commercial Mortgages!

Available for first time homebuyers
 or based on borrower income or 
census tract eligibility.

**

**

Ask About Current 
Mortgage Incentives

  to See if you Qualify!

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

The Jagan Law Firm, PLLC

115-12 Liberty Ave. Suite 2A, 
South Richmond Hill, NY 11419 

(718) 848- 4616 or (718) 848- 4672
www.jaganlaw.com     info@jaganlaw.com

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Firm exists to serve the best interests of the working 
class with competent legal guidance and innovative solutions 

at affordable rates.

Vrinda S. Jagan, Esq.
*admitted in NY & NJ

“In the same way that Mr. Fre-
undel Stuart and his Cabinet will 
send home people, Mr Freundel 
Stuart must send home some 
of his ministers,” he said, add-
ing that ministers salaries are 
“already in the nature of a cost 
overrun.”

Stuart has not had much time 
to respond to Arthur, an econo-
mist by profession, but has been 
busy along with Finance Minister 
Chris Sinckler trying to man-
age the political fallout and the 
anger the announcement has 
triggered.

General elections are not due 
for another four years. Stuart 
jangled nerves in February when 
his Democratic Labor Party 
(DLP) barely beat Arthur’s Bar-
bados Labor Party (BLP) by two 
seats, 16-14, dropping four from 
2008; but it is unclear when he 
could reduce the anger the dis-
missals will engender. The win 
kept the island tradition of two 
terms for each party.

“The fact that Barbadians are 
about to celebrate the Christmas 
season was not a consideration 
to delay the decision, because 
I wanted you to know we have 
taken proactive action to arrest 

the deteriorating fiscal position,” 
he said, to the consternation of 
many including union leaders 
and critics.

The cuts, Minister Sinckler 
says, would trigger government 
savings of about $70M, while a 
strict program of attrition involv-
ing workers who are near retire-
ment would be implemented.

“This attrition is expected 
to reduce central government 
employment levels from approxi-
mately 16,970 to 14,612 jobs - a 
projected loss of 2,358 posts, and 
savings of $60 million. Over the 
current 19-month adjustment 
period, public sector employment 
will be reduced by an additional 
501 jobs with a projected,” he 
said.

The island economy depends 
largely on tourism for survival 
as well as garment manufactur-
ing and international financial 
services.

It and others in the Eastern 
Caribbean as well as Jamaica, are 
still struggling to recover from 
the global crisis, but others like 
Guyana and Suriname as well 
as oil- and gas-rich Trinidad are 
flourishing and have little need 
to deal with the IMF’s strict aus-
terity measures.

Program of Attrition
Continued from cover

tries’ airports in the mid-1970s for 
Cuban planes to refuel to and from 
Angola, transporting Cuban mili-
tary advisers and equipment.”

The senior fellow at the Uni-
versity of London added: “Some 
contributions were overt, such as 
the financial support given to Man-
dela’s African National Congress 
(ANC) by the governments of Guy-
ana under Forbes Burnham and 
Jamaica under Michael Manley in 
the 1970s. Other contributions were 
not in cash but significant nonethe-
less — like the government in Anti-
gua under Vere C. Bird Snr.  “who 
gave its passports in the 1980s to 
ANC exiles who were deprived of 
travel documents by the apartheid 
regime and were otherwise state-
less.”

Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment in 1977 initiated sports 
boycotts of South Africa, which 
was one of the sanctions that helped 
to end apartheid. The small group 
of leaders at Gleneagles in Scotland 
that negotiated the boycott included 
Jamaica’s Michael Manley. 

Guyana-born Sir Shridath Ram-
phal who was secretary-general of 
the Commonwealth joined the boy-
cott.

The sports boycott almost crip-
pled the richest country in Africa. 
Especially, “amongst Afrikaan-
ers whose teams could no longer 
participate in the Commonwealth 
Games or play international rugby 
and, worst of all, could no longer 
compete in cricket.”

Although the apartheid regime 
“lured cricketers from many coun-
tries to play in South Africa to break 
the sporting ban between 1982 and 
1984, the most outstanding ones 
the South Africans most desperate-
ly wanted to parade, among them 
Clive Lloyd (Guyana), Vivian (later 
Sir Vivian) Richards (Antigua), 
Joel Garner (Barbados) and Court-
ney Walsh (Jamaica) stood firm in 
their solidarity with the oppressed 
in South Africa.”

“The Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in 1985 in 
Nassau, The Bahamas, is remem-
bered by historians as the turn-
ing point of the Commonwealth’s 
struggle with Britain’s Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher. She, like 
President Ronald Reagan dispensed 
with holding a veto on Common-
wealth sanctions. Bahamas Prime 
Minister Lyndon Pindling, as chair, 
steered the meeting to that end. 
It was sanctions — started by the 
Commonwealth and pushed into 

the United Nations — that eventu-
ally crippled the apartheid regime, 
drying up loans from the interna-
tional market and deterring invest-
ment.”

“But the Nassau meeting also 
established the Eminent Persons 
Group (EPG) with a mandate to 
promote a process of dialogue for 
change, for ending apartheid and 
establishing a genuine non-racial 
democracy in South Africa. Seven 
Commonwealth countries, The 
Bahamas among them, consulted 
with the secretary-general on their 
nominees. Sir Shridath wanted 
Dame Nita Barrow of Barbados, 
and Prime Minister Pindling agreed 
that she would be his nominee from 
the Caribbean. As a member of 
the EPG, Dame Nita would be the 
first West Indian to see Mandela in 
prison. She was a vital member of 
the group — the first among them 
to enter the grim Soweto dressed as 
a local woman accompanying Win-
nie Mandela.”

“The EPG’s Report Mission to 
South Africa exposed the iniquities 
of apartheid, became the catalyst 
for sanctions, and produced a nego-
tiating concept to which the regime 
turned in the end to surrender its 
apartheid apparatus, including 
Mandela’s release. Shridath Ram-
phal’s engagements were central 
and manifold as he acted for the 
Commonwealth in its crusade to 
free Mandela and end apartheid. 

Ending Apartheid
Continued from page 3
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EXTRA SHOPPING HOURS! 
SHOP 7AM SATURDAY, DEC. 21 TO 2AM SUNDAY! 

ALSO SHOP TODAY, DEC. 20 FROM 7AM TO 2AM SATURDAY
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

ONE DAY SALE 

DEALS OF THE DAY
SPECIALLY SELECTED ITEMS PRICED SO LOW YOU DON’T NEED A SAVINGS PASS! 

6 HOURS ONLY! 7AM-1PM, FRI & SAT 

DOORBUSTERS
GET HERE EARLY, WHILE THEY LAST

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM WITH $99 ONLINE PURCHASE. NO PROMO CODE NEEDED; EXCLUSIONS APPLY.
GET IT THERE BY CHRISTMAS WHEN YOU ORDER ON MACYS.COM BY 11:59PM EST ON 12/21 & CHOOSE STANDARD SHIPPING.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit 
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food &
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/20 & 12/21/2013. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/4/14, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

FRIDAY ’TIL 1PM OR SATURDAY ’TIL 1PM;  
CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY ALSO EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), 

specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, 
cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, 
her & kids, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
previous purchases, special orders, selected 
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item. This coupon has no cash value and may 
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By Nelson A. King 
As the Barbados government 

on Dec. 13 announced plans 
to lay off 3,000 public sector 
employees and cut the salaries 
of high-ranking government 
officials, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) has painted a 
very bleak picture of the island’s 
economy. 

“The Barbados economy con-
tinues to face considerable eco-
nomic challenges,” said the IMF 
on Dec. 13 after conducting the 
2013 Article IV consultation with 
Barbadian authorities. 

“The authorities agreed with 
staff on the need for urgent 
policy adjustments and deeper 
reforms over an extended period 
to restore fiscal and external 
sustainability,” it added. 

The IMF mission, which visit-
ed Barbados from Dec. 3-13, was 
headed by Nicole Laframboise. 

Laframboise said weak 
exports and tourism arrivals, 
slow growth, and expansive fis-
cal policy “have led to a sharp 
increase in public debt and fiscal 
financing pressures.” 

She said real output is project-
ed to fall by 0.7 percent in 2013, 
and that inflation has declined 

and is forecast to average 2.3 
percent for 2013. 

In the external sector, the 
mission said that tourism 
receipts have “remained flat”, 
and the current account deficit 
is projected to widen to 11.4 per-
cent of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) this year. 

Together with a sharp drop in 
private capital inflows in 2013, 
the mission said international 
reserves have fallen this year to 
US$468 million at end-October. 

“In this environment, the 
fiscal position has come under 
increasing strain,” said Lafram-
boise, adding that the central 
government deficit is expected 
to rise to 9.5 percent of GDP 
in 2013/14, and central govern-
ment debt had risen to 94 per-
cent of GDP by September 2013. 

She said spending cuts under 
the authorities’ budget propos-
als announced in August are 
“broadly on track,” but she added 
that tax revenues are “falling 
short of projections.”

Laframboise noted that the 
Barbados government plans 
to take additional measures 
to strengthen adjustment and 
reduce pressures on the balance 
of payments. 

“A strategic, comprehensive 
approach is needed to address 
the underlying weaknesses in 
public finances and to increase 
efficiency in the public sector,” 
she said. 

“Policy formulation should be 
guided by a medium-term fiscal 
anchor to reduce central govern-
ment debt to below 85 percent of 
GDP by 2018,” she added. 

Laframboise said a “funda-
mental review” of the tax sys-

tem is warranted, disclosing that 
the Barbadian authorities have 
requested technical assistance 
on this from the IMF. 

“The goal would be to broad-
en the revenue base, which has 
been seriously eroded by statu-
tory and discretionary waivers,” 
she said. 

In the interim, Laframboise 
said a number of measures 
could be taken to “significantly 
improve the yield by strengthen-
ing compliance and efficiency in 
revenue and customs adminis-
tration.” 

The mission chief said the 
Barbados central government 
wage bill rose to 10.3 percent of 
GDP in 2012/13, the highest in 
the region, “which together with 
interest payments limits room 
for investment spending.”

She said IMF staff took 
note of the government’s deci-
sion to reduce the civil serv-
ice “up front”, adding that “this 
will lower spending and send a 
strong signal about policy com-
mitment, though these workers 
should have access to unemploy-
ment support and programs for 
re-employment.” 

By Azad Ali
The Trinidad and Tobago-owned 

Caribbean Airlines (CAL) Boeing 
776-300 jet, which took Prime Min-
ister Kamla Persad-Bissessar and 
the Caribbean delegation to South 
Africa for Nelson Mandela’s memori-
al service last week, has been named 
the “Nelson Mandela” aircraft.

The announcement was made 
by Persad-Bissessar in South Afri-
ca after the memorial service at 
the FSNB Stadium, Johannesburg. 
Mandela died at the age of 95.

It is the first time a national air-
craft was being named after a non-
national.

Persad-Bissessar was among 90 
world leaders, including U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama, Indian Presi-
dent Manmohan Singh and Cuban 
President Raul Castro and Cuban 
President Raul Castro.

Obama, who referred to Man-
dela as the “last great liberator of 
the 20th century”, gave words of 
comfort to the people of South Afri-
ca during a speech, for which he 
received loud cheers from the mas-
sive crowd at the stadium.

Barbados Finance Minister 
Chris Sinckler.  

 Photo by George Alleyne

Bleak picture of Barbados economy T&T names jet 
after Mandela
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The Best of Caribbean Life.....
is just a click away.
Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com
for the latest in Caribbean news,
entertainment, sports, business, 
viewpoints and more

Updated every weekday!
North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN REGO CENTER
and QUEENS CENTER

FREE SHOPPING SHUTTLE

11AM - 8PM • Every 20 Minutes
BUS RUNS: December 21 - 24, 26 - 30

FOR THE BEST VALUE
SHOPPING IN QUEENS

WE GO TO REGO!

JUNCTION BLVD. & QUEENS BLVD. • REGO PARK • RegoCenter.com

By Subway: M and R to 63rd Drive/Rego Park

By Bus: Q72, Q38 and Q88

By Car: LIE westbound exit 20. LIE eastbound exit 19
Parking garage on 62nd Drive

Taxi stand across from ALDI

By Nelson A. King 
The World Bank says 

while self-employment is on 
the rise in the Caribbean, 
quality jobs remain elusive. 

In launching a new report 
in Miami, the Washington-
based financial institution 
said almost 70 percent of 
employees in the Caribbean 
work for businesses with 
five or fewer employees, 
compared to 60 percent in 
Latin America. 

But while entrepreneur-
ship is often considered to 
be a driver of development, 
the World Bank said the 
resulting companies grow 
at a much slower rate than 
in other middle-income 
regions. 

Furthermore, the high 
percentage of small busi-
nesses reflects a lack of qual-
ity jobs in the region’s larger 
or multinational businesses, 
the bank said. 

Declaring that “this 
should ring warning bells,” 
the report says that, in the 
Caribbean, almost 70 per-
cent of business owners 
have opened a business out 
of fear of losing their job 
or because jobs were not 
available. 

The report notes that, 
in the past 10 years, Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
have “benefited significant-
ly from favorable economic 
tailwinds.”

But, as these tailwinds 
die, it says “growth has to 
come from within,” adding 
that innovation is “key if the 
Caribbean is to build upon 

the social gains of recent 
years.”

The report says that Car-
ibbean firms develop new 
products less frequently 
than their counterparts in 
other developing regions.  

It says in Jamaica, for 
example, the rate of prod-
uct development is less 
than half than that of Thai-
land or Macedonia, adding 
that while Grenada topped 
the region for new prod-
uct development, six of the 
“worst offenders” also hailed 
from the Caribbean. The 
report did not identify these 
“worst offenders.”

The report cites four pos-
sible reasons for the less fre-
quent development of new 
products in the Caribbean: 
Human capital, intellectual 
property, risk taking and 
logistics.

It says while science, 
technology and engineering 
graduates are at “a premi-
um, it’s a scarcity that has a 
direct effect on innovation.”

Closely related to the 
quality of education, the 
report recognizes this will 
be a major challenge for the 
region.

With separate laws gov-
erning copyright in every 
country, the report says 
“the complicated panorama 
lends less protection to the 
product creators, deterring 
much-needed investment 
for new product research 
and development.”  

It says “a deep cultural 
shame of failure is hinder-
ing innovation by dissuad-

ing entrepreneurs from tak-
ing risks.”

The report says this is 
evident as much in “individ-
ual reticence at a business 
level as in the low levels 
of investment in research 
and development, especially 
from the private sector.” 

The report says modern-
izing ports, transport and 
customs can add a competi-
tive edge to products from 
the region. 

Currently, it says poor 
public services, communi-
cation links and transport 
infrastructure are hinder-
ing efforts to boost produc-
tion capacity in the region.

The report says younger 
firms “far outshone” more 
established ones in terms of 
job creation. 

“The key is identifying 
and supporting those star-
tups, which have the most 
potential through start up 
programs, subsidies or pol-
icy,” it says. 

The bank said entre-
preneurs are “key actors 
in turning low productiv-
ity around to create lasting 
economic benefit and qual-
ity jobs,” but it said the vast 
majority, some 70 percent, 
of business owners across 
the Caribbean work alone.

Consequently, the report 
recommends establishing 
an economic environment, 
where entrepreneurs will 
“innovate and compete in 
order to increase productiv-
ity and enable them to grow 
into quality employers.”

Self-employment on the 
rise in the Caribbean
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By Camille Moran
Let’s bring the spirit of Christ-

mas to Congress. The last time 
the minimum wage went up was 
in 2009, and, as the owner of a 
Christmas tree farm and other 
businesses, I think it’s time for 
another raise.

Today’s $7.25 an hour min-
imum wage befits Scrooge – 
before he saw the error of his 
ways. It amounts to just $15,080 
a year for full-time workers. 

Workers shouldn’t have to 
depend on food stamps or food 
banks to put Christmas Dinner 
on their tables. 

In my state, Louisiana, which 
is not a high-cost state, a single 
adult needed income of $19,256 
to afford basic expenses such as 
food, housing, transportation, 
health care and taxes in 2012, 
according to the MIT Living 
Wage Calculator. That’s $9.26 
an hour at 40 hours a week 
year-round, which is $2 more 
an hour than the current mini-
mum wage. 

McDonald’s made waves this 
year by recommending a sample 
monthly budget to its employ-
ees – many of them earning at 
or near minimum wage – that 

assumed they needed a second 
job to make ends meet. Most 
McDonald’s employees, like 
most minimum-wage work-
ers, are adults. The budget had 
them working at McDonald’s for 
$1,105 a month after taxes, and 
then a second job for $955  – for 
a total of $24,720 yearly after 
taxes. McDonald’s CEO Don 
Thompson, meanwhile, made 
$13.8 million in 2012. That’s 
$37,808 a day, every day of the 
year. 

Most Americans agree that if 
you work full time you should 
not be living in poverty. Today’s 
miserly minimum wage doesn’t 
just impoverish workers, it hurts 
our economy. 

If I don’t pay my employees 
a decent wage, they won’t have 
money to spend at other busi-
nesses. And if other businesses 
don’t pay their workers a decent 
wage, they can’t afford to buy 
my trees, and I can’t afford to 
hire more employees. That’s a 

negative cycle, instead of a posi-
tive one. 

At 4 Seasons Christmas Tree 
Farm, our lowest paid employ-
ees earn at least $10 an hour 
and we provide a better product 
at competitive prices with big 
box stores. Raising the mini-
mum wage makes good busi-
ness sense. 

A recent national poll shows 
that 67 percent of small-busi-
ness owners support increasing 
the minimum wage and adjust-
ing it yearly to keep pace with 
the cost of living. The small-
business owners were predomi-
nately Republican in the poll 
commissioned by Small Busi-
ness Majority.

Sixty-five percent of small-
business owners in the poll 
agreed that “Increasing the 
minimum wage will help the 
economy, because the people 
with the lowest incomes are 
the most likely to spend any 
pay increases buying necessities 
they could not afford before, 
which will boost sales at busi-
nesses. This will increase the 
customer demand that busi-
nesses need to retain or hire 

By Sharon Randall, Scripps 
Howard News Service

This morning I heard myself 
singing, “Deep in December it’s 
nice to remember.”

That’s from a song in “The 
Fantasticks,” a musical I never 
saw and don’t care to recall. It 
was stuck on replay in my head 
the way some songs seem to get 
stuck there. Don’t ask me why.

I was just glad it wasn’t “All I 
Want for Christmas Is My Two 
Front Teeth” or “Grandma Got 
Run Over by a Reindeer.” I get 
stuck on them sometimes, too.

Those songs aren’t high on my 
Christmas play list. I’d prefer to 
get stuck on Handel’s “Messiah” 
or “O Holy Night” or even “I’ll 
Be Home for Christmas.” But 
the older I get the more I find my 
mind has a mind of its own.

There I was, loading the dish-
washer, singing “Deep in Decem-
ber” when suddenly I remem-
bered: Christmas is a time for 
remembering.

One of my favorite holiday 
traditions is to ask friends or 
family or strangers in line at 
the post office, “What’s your 
favorite Christmas memory?” 
The answers often tell me more 
about the person than I could 
learn in an hour-long interview.

See for yourself. Ask someone 
that question. But be prepared 
for them to ask you in return.

What’s my favorite Christ-
mas memory? Thanks for ask-
ing. For me, it’s not one, but a 
lifetime collection. For example: 
Christmas Eve, when I was 3, my 

dad pointed to the sky and said, 
“Look. That’s the Star of Bethle-
hem.” I saw it that moment and 
every Christmas since, even if I 
can’t see the sky.

-- When I was 10, my family fell 
on hard times, harder than our 
usual, so Santa wouldn’t make 
it to our house until spring. But 
some good people from church 
brought us a ham and cookies 
and a tree with colored lights. 
After they left, my mother said, 
“Life is a bank. Sometimes you 
give, sometimes you take. It’s all 
the same bank. Just remember 
how it feels to take, because one 
day you will do the giving.”

-- When I was pregnant with 
my first child, I lay awake Christ-
mas Eve, wanting to hold him, 
not in my belly, but in my arms. 
I couldn’t imagine it any more 
than I could imagine riding a 
donkey from Nazareth to Beth-
lehem. But I believed in the hope 
of it. And four weeks later, it 
came true.

-- My youngest was 7 when 
we spent Christmas at a cabin in 
the mountains. He asked Santa 
for a chance to see snow fall, 
and he got it. He also managed 
to lock the keys in the car, forc-
ing his dad to jog three miles in 
the snow back to the cabin for a 
spare set of keys.

-- A few weeks before my first 
husband lost a long battle with 
cancer, we celebrated his 54th 
birthday on Christmas Eve with 
our three children. I remem-
ber their laughter, their faces, 
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By Daniel Fink, Los Angeles 
Times (MCT)

Some celebrate Christmas, 
some Hanukkah and some Kwan-
zaa, but to me the coming holiday 
time is potlatch season, and it’s 
starting earlier every year.

A potlatch was a festival of the 
indigenous peoples of the Pacif-
ic Northwest during which the 
host distributed property and gifts 
as a way to demonstrate wealth, 
generosity and social standing. 
Guests would reciprocate at a later 
time with items that matched or 
exceeded the value of the original 

gifts, or risk being humiliated.
Although births and marriages 

were sometimes acknowledged at 
a potlatch, the main purpose was 
the reciprocal redistribution of 
wealth. The more one gave away, 
the greater one’s power. In some 
tribes’ celebrations, the goods 
were destroyed, in what might be 
called the ultimate act of conspic-
uous consumption.

In the late 1800s, Canada and 
the United States banned potlatch 
ceremonies at the urging of Chris-
tian missionaries and government 
agents, who saw the custom as 

wasteful, unproductive and con-
trary to civilized values. These 
bans were clearly discriminatory, 
but were also a way of assimilating 
the native peoples into Western 
traditions of displaying power by 
accumulating and keeping wealth 
rather than by giving it away. The 
potlatch bans were eventually 
repealed.

Fast-forward 125 years, and one 
wonders whether modern Ameri-
can society has adopted the pot-
latch traditions. As “Black Friday” 
morphs in one direction to inter-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
tor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and telephone 
number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 24

Increasing the 
minimum wage to 
$10.00 an hour.

Let’s stop buying and giving things 
that people don’t want or need

Building a strong economyRandall: Christmas is 
a time to remember
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Quite understandably, the 
Newtown, CT folks who had such 
unspeakable horror visited upon 
them one year ago last Saturday 
requested that the public respect 
their choosing to have their privacy 
a foremost  consideration as they 
marked the anniversary. Heaven 
knows that in the time since that 
dark day’s events unfolded at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, the peo-
ple of Newtown, and especially those 
families directly impacted by the 
violence, have been nothing if not 
supreme exemplars of grace in the 
face of unimaginable heartbreak. 
Even as it has borne its grief, New-
town has summoned the strength 
to confront the core evil that deliv-
ered last December’s blast of notori-
ety – a gun culture in this country 
that defies logical explanation.

So Newtown went for a quiet 
observance of one year since the 
tragic theft of its innocence. But it 
is not Newtown’s resolve to be silent 
about what brought it to such a god-
awful place.

Congresswoman Elizabeth 
Esty, whose 5th District includes 
Newtown, talks today about the 
ongoing mobilization effort to get 
folks to “stand against cowardice 
in Washington,” as she declared in 

an MSNBC interview the other day.  
Esty reflects the determination one 
has seen typically displayed by the 
people of Newtown and, one gath-
ers, much of the rest of the state. 
Outraged, like so many of us, that 
not even their nightmare experi-
ence could move Capitol Hill to 
show some spine against a callously 
uncaring gun lobby, the people of 
Newtown are evidently dedicated to 
stoutly carrying the fight forward.  
The voice of Newtown duly made 
itself heard when the Connecticut 
state legislature sought to tighten 
its gun laws and wound up passing 
a comprehensive reform package 
earlier this year.

That action by Connecticut’s leg-
islators, as well as a few other states 
where there was courage enough 
to do likewise, only made more dis-
dainful the rebuff dealt to reform 
efforts at the federal level. It makes 
for a pretty bleak outlook for gun 
violence legislation in Congress, 
given that what had been proposed, 
only to get derailed in the Sen-
ate, was no ground-breaking, tough 
measure. It was mild stuff which 
polls indicated having the support 
of 90 percent or thereabouts pub-
lic support – closing background 
check loopholes, limiting magazine 

clip size…The infamous filibuster 
was once again brought out of the 
Republican obstructionist arsenal 
to kill anything fixing to happen 
in the Senate. And in the House 
Speaker John Boehner’s tactic of 
half-heartedly deferring to the 
Senate to act first was but a lame 
attempt to refute the “cowardice” 
label Rep. Esty very correctly slaps 
on Congress.

One wonders when will there be 
a true death-blow delivered to this 
absurdity of elected lawmakers in 
cavalier fashion stomping all over 
the will of the people. The big-stick 
capacity of lobby power is of course 
no stranger to the legislative proc-
ess. But the manipulating ways of 
vested interests explode the shame 
on Congress to outsize proportions 
when they’re allowed to negate such 
overwhelming public approval as 
those modest reform measures 
enjoyed. What right to continued 
public service do senators have, who 
block legislation favored by very 

nearly all of the folks they rep-
resent? What possible justification 
can a lawmaker offer for kowtow-
ing to lobbying influences, which 
contradict such a clamor from the 
masses?   

In the immediate aftermath of 
the Newtown tragedy, when the 
NRA and others of their ilk were in 
high profile as they readied push-
back strategy in the midst of calls 
for gun law reform,speculation fre-
quently centered on the timing ele-
ment – that the preference of apolo-
gists for widespread gun use would 
be to have any reform move delayed 
until the emotionally charged pub-
lic response had subsided. Disturb-
ing as it may be to some of us that 
the fate met by those innocents last 
December gets tossed in with every 
other marketplace idea or product 
requiring “strategy,” that cold real-
ity improbably becomes the other 
side’s focus. Of course, any thought 
among the Capitol Hill crowd, of 
seeking cover for their gutlessness 
in somewhat abated public emotion 
warrants instant rejection. There 
should be no quarter given to pol-
iticians with the wherewithal to 
respond decisively to what befell 
Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
who choose not to.           

Speaker Boehner seemed to have 
all the proper atmospherics in place 
a few days ago when he went public 
with what some suggest was a long-
simmering resentment against the 
far-right bully cartel’s dominion 
over space he should control. It’s 
risky betting that Boehner’s rant 
is good for any dialing back of the 
hard-line extremist posture on an 
issue like gun control, which isn’t 
exactly a GOP pet peeve. In the 
Senate, the Democratic majority’s 
recent changing of the filibuster 
rules should translate into elimi-
nation of what presented a barrier 
to any passage of gun legislation 
months ago.

So one doesn’t know where Con-
gress will come down when and if 
the ball lands in its court again. 
We do know that even with ran-
dom outbreaks of gun violence so 
frequent as to, God forbid, numb 
our senses to the phenomenon, 
Newtown’s hurt remains fresh and 
will, for a long time yet, refuse to 
grow old. Newtown isn’t done with 
us. And we dare not think to be 
done with Newtown. The huge debt 
to that community incurred last 
December by the nation, including 
a pathetically indifferent Congress, 
is one that has to be paid.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Abandoning debt to Newtown isn’t an option
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their eyes, how they shined. 
I wish you could’ve seen 
them. It was not our mer-
riest Christmas, but I never 
knew one more holy.

-- My final favorite Christ-
mas memory is this: After 
years as widow, I remar-
ried and moved with my 
new husband to Las Vegas. 
Christmas in the desert was 
different from those I knew 
in the mountains of the 
Carolinas, or on the coast 
of California. But the kids 
came to visit and we made 

the best of it.
Then one night in Janu-

ary, it snowed. My husband 
and I put on every article of 
clothing we owned and sat 
out by a palm tree catching 
snowflakes on our tongues. 
It wasn’t Christmas on the 
calendar. But it felt like it.

Christmas is a time for 
singing songs, good or bad, 
for seeing stars and tast-
ing snowflakes and believ-
ing in hope. Sometimes you 
give, sometimes you take. 
But it’s always a time to be 
thankful, whether you get 
what you want or have to 

jog three miles in the snow. 
It doesn’t have to be merry 
to be holy. It can happen 
any day, any time of year. 
Because more than a date 
on a calendar, Christmas is 
a feeling somewhere in the 
soul.

Here’s wishing you 
and yours a Christmas to 
remember.

(Sharon Randall can 
be contacted at P.O. Box 
777394, Henderson NV 
89077, or at www.sharon-
randall.com)

more employees.”
That’s right. Increasing 

the minimum wage will 
boost the sales that drive 
employment. And with 
increased wages, businesses 
also see lower costly employ-
ee turnover, increased pro-
ductivity and better cus-
tomer service. 

No wonder the most rig-
orous studies of the impact 
of actual minimum wage 
increases show they don’t 
cause job loss, reports 
Business for a Fair Mini-
mum Wage. For example, 
the Institute for Research 
on Labor and Employment 
compared all neighboring 
counties (we call them par-
ishes) located on different 

sides of a state border with 
different minimum-wage 
levels between 1990 and 
2006 and found no adverse 
employment effects from 
higher minimum wages.

There’s a proposal in Con-
gress to raise the minimum 
wage by 95 cents a year 
for three years to $10.10 
an hour, and then adjust it 
annually to keep up with the 
cost of living.

If the minimum wage 
had kept up with the cost of 
living since 1968, it would 
already be over $10. In 
case you’re wondering, the 
unemployment rate was 3.6 
percent in 1968 and 3.5 per-
cent in 1969.

When families come 
to our farm looking for a 

Christmas tree, they seek 
out trees that have a strong, 
full base and are healthy 
from top to bottom.

Our minimum wage is 
the base of our economy. If 
it’s weak, our economy will 
not be healthy.

At the end of “A Christ-
mas Carol,” Scrooge doesn’t 
just give Tiny Tim’s family a 
turkey. He gives his father 
a raise.

 
Moran is owner and 

CEO of Caramor Industries, 
which includes 4 Seasons 
Christmas Tree Farm, in 
Natchitoches Parish, La. 
She is a member of Business 
for a Fair Minimum Wage.

OP-EDS

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 

Memories of Christmas

A fair minimum wage is key
Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�

NEW! LOANS UP TO 95% LOAN-TO-VALUE NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE THE PROGRAM that Meets Your Needs
��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
��Affordable Mortgages for Low and Moderate Income Homebuyers
��Co-op Loans*
��75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans
��60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other 
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value 
require mortgage insurance.  Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower.  Loan 
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ.  Other terms and conditions 
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative.  NMLS #446713.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Go to 
www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 

for the latest in 
Caribbean news, 
entertainment, 

sports, business, 
viewpoints, and more.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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Enter To Win a Free Craftsman Snow Thrower or Kenmore Washer.
Every $50.00 spent gets you an entry to a Raffl e.

One winner, one prize; washer or snow thrower. This contest is only for guests with this fl yer, SYWR member $50.00 or more purchase. 
Winner need not be present. Must be 18 or older. Void where prohibited. One entry per $50.00 purchase. 

Winner will be notifi ed by e-mail. See store manager for contest rules.

This amazing offer and many more available ONLY at this location!

220-05 HILLSIDE AVENUE  QUEENS, NY 11427  PHONE: 718.776.8156
HOURS: M-F: 8:00AM - 9:00PM  Sat: 8:00AM - 9:00PM  Sun: 9:00AM - 6:00PM

50%
OFF

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH thru TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, 2013
SANTASALEvery merry

up to

50%
OFF

SAVE $50

SAVE $12

SAVE $17

$7999
SALE

00916496

$4999
SALE

00938108

$1749
SALE

 03473904

$47997

00937714/5/6

$1249
SALE

00926393

$9999
SALE

00938165

SAVE $40

$17498

00931016/7

SAVE $75

SAVE $50

SAVE $220

00935700/16896. 
($29.99 value) 
with purchase of 00916496

$3999
SALE, EA.

00931423/4/5

SAVE $40 EA.

50%
OFF

EACH

50%
OFF

$42499
FINAL, EA.

02625102 Reg. 719.99 ea., 

02665102 

SAVE $590

40%
OFF

WITH SEARS
CARD

5%
OFF

POWER LAWN & GARDEN, 
GAMEROOM AND FITNESS
OVER $299 WITH YOUR SEARS CARD9extra

$39999
SALE

00623880 

SAVE $250

$9999
SALE

0061423

SAVE $100

50%
OFF

$14499

07134190

SAVE $55

up to 25%
OFF

hardware 
exclusive

hardware 
exclusive

ALL 
OVER $499 WITH SEARS CARD15%

OFF
plus

extra

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL HEROES. 
DONATE. GIVE BACK.

Purchase a Craftsman Bottle Cap Wrench
OR 

Donate  Nov. 23rd thru Dec. 31st
HOW TO

GIVE BACK
$999
Reg. 14.99

50%
OFF

HOLIDAY HOURS
SATURDAY, 12/21 7AM-9PM

SUNDAY, 12/22 7AM-7PM

MONDAY, 12/23 7AM-9PM

TUESDAY, 12/24 7AM-6PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

APPLIANCE & HARDWARE STORE
OF QUEENS VILLAGE
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By Desmond Brown
MOCHO, Jamaica, Dec 

10, 2013 (IPS) - The Mocho 
Mountains that run through 
the centre of Jamaica were 
once covered by lush tropi-
cal forests that helped control 
rainfall. Now, much of the 
forests and farmlands have 
been destroyed and the com-
munity is hard hit by the 
resultant extreme weather.

“[The area] is one of those 
that was severely mined for 
bauxite and so the trees were 
lost and so too was the arable 
land for farming,” Indi McLy-
mont-Lafayette, the regional 
coordinator for Panos Car-
ibbean, told IPS. Panos, a 
global network of institutes, 
works to give a voice to poor 
and marginalised communi-
ties.

McLymont-Lafayette, who 
grew up in Mocho, said the 
community was now very vul-
nerable to climate change.

‘People are seeing coast-
lines now being inundated and 

the sea encroaching further 
inland.” -- St. Lucia’s Minister 
for Sustainable Development 
Dr. James Fletcher

“They were very hard hit 
by hurricanes Ivan and Dean 
[in 2004 and 2007 respective-
ly]. There are longer droughts 
and the farmers are grap-
pling with issues of trying 
to access water because the 
community is primarily rain-
fed,” she said.

In the past, Mocho, which 
is about one and a half hour’s 
drive from the capital, King-
ston, was well known as the 
breadbasket of the central 
parish of Clarendon.

“And if [there is] sporadic 
rainfall, which is also predict-
ed under the climate change 
umbrella, it’s harder for the 
farmers on the ground to reg-
ularise their planting season 
so that means it has implica-
tions for the food security of 
Jamaica,” McLymont-Lafay-
ette added.

She said she clearly remem-

bered the first time she expe-
rienced a natural disaster. It 
was in 1988, when Hurricane 
Gilbert made landfall on the 
island. Before that, the last 
hurricane had occurred 37 
years previously, in 1951.

“When I was growing up 
in my teens there was only 
one hurricane, which was 
Gilbert in 1988. It was an 
exciting thing for me then 
because it was the first hurri-
cane we’d had since 1951 and 
I heard about that from my 
grandparents,” she said.

But when it came, the dev-
astation it caused made her 
“never want to see a hurri-
cane again”.

“But of course that has 
not been the case. And over 
the past 15 years, almost 
every year we’ve had tropical 
storms or some hurricanes.

“I think if you look at the 
statistics between 2002 and 
2007, up to 70 million dol-
lars [was] lost due to extreme 
weather events, and that is a 

lot of money for a developing 
country like Jamaica. So I 
know it’s a serious concern 
for us and many of the small 
islands in the Caribbean,” she 
said.

Among the small island 
Caribbean states is St. Lucia, 
which was hit by major hur-
ricanes in 2007, 2010 and 
2011.

The country’s minister for 

sustainable development, Dr. 
James Fletcher, told IPS that 
climate change was affecting 
the island.

“That’s a point that we’ve 
been at pains to [explain] to 
the international community 
– that while for some of them 
climate change is an academ-
ic discussion or some sort of 
esoteric concept, for us in the 
Caribbean we are living cli-

mate change,” Fletcher said.
“Fishers are seeing their 

fish catches affected because 
the oceans are warmer, coral 
reefs are bleaching and fish-
ery is not as productive as it 
used to be. People are seeing 
coastlines now being inun-
dated and the sea encroach-
ing further inland.”

He said that St. Lucia was 

Indi McLymont-Lafayette the regional coordinator for Panos Caribbean said that Ja-
maica had put a lot of focus on preparing for climate change. IPS/Desmond Brown
 IPS/Desmond Brown

‘We in the Caribbean are 
living climate change’

Continued on Page 34
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KITCHEN CABINETS, FLOORING,

BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS,

LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE KITCHEN LAYOUT AND 

DESIGN WITH PURCHASE

oak, any size

$159.99

primed
starting at 

$39.99
pine, starting at

 $69.99
pine, starting at 

$89.99$499.99 $499.99 $499.99 $499.99
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financial sector, and in keeping with inter-
national requirements and trends, should be 
subjected to anti-money laundering meas-
ures.

“The reason for this is that criminals 
often need to use the services of these 
professionals and others to launder their 
illicit cash.

“As a consequence, having these pro-
fessions being subjected to anti-money 
laundering measures is a strong deter-
rent to launderers, and should also assist 
law enforcement in tracking assets, where 
these professionals make the required dis-
closures under law,” he said.

Golding said that the purpose of the 
orders was to designate these professions as 
nonfinancial institutions under the provi-
sions of POCA.

“The effect of this designation is that 
these professions will then be brought 
within the definition of a regulated sector 
and thereby be subjected to certain anti 
money laundering obligations under the 
POCA and the proceeds of crime money 
laundering regulations.” he said.

Opposition Senator, Alexander Williams, 
said there was support for the legislation 
as it “will tighten our compliance with 
the requirements laid out by the financial 
action task force.”

The orders will come into effect on April 
1, 2014, except for the Proceeds of Crime 
(Designated Non-Financial Institution) 

(Attorneys-at-law) Order, which will take 
effect in June 2014. 

Trinidad 
Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica have 

agreed that changes would have to be made 
in the way immigration authorities in T&T 
and elsewhere in the Caribbean treat Carib-
bean visitors.

T&T Foreign Affairs Minister Winston 
Dookeran who traveled to Jamaica to dis-
cuss the deportation of some 13 Jamaican 
nationals recently made a pledge with his 
Jamaican colleague AJ Nicholson to free up 
travel to T&T for Jamai-
cans.

Dookeran said the ten-
sion between both coun-
tries have been “defused” 
following two-days of talks with Nicholson, 
the implications of what was proving to 
be a budding trade and diplomatic dispute 
after the Jamaicans were sent back home 
when they recently arrived at Piarco Inter-
national Airport.

Jamaicans had threatened to boycott 
T&T manufactured products in protest.

One of the outcomes of the discussions 
was the proposal for an urgent meeting of 
CARICOM Heads of Immigration Depart-
ments to elaborate on ways to sensitize 
(border) officials on the fair treatment of 
CARICOM nationals exercising their rights 
within the Community.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

 

Feuer Nursing Review
Helping International

Nursing Students Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX

Mention “Caribbean” & Get $40 off Tuition
(Must mention code during registration)

Live Review Schedule:
New York: January 25-30, 2014

NY Pharmacology Class: February 2, 2014
Ft. Lauderdale: February 7-12, 2014

New York: March 22-27, 2014
Ft. Lauderdale: May 16-21, 2014

RN/LPN NCLEX Home 
Studies Available

Call us today! 
212-679-2300 or

www.FeuerNursingReview.com

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Let Us Fight For You To Get The Money You Deserve. 

If You Have Been Hurt In An Accident, 
You May Be Entitled To Compensation.

JEROME NEUMAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

3917-14th

Avalaible for Other Legal Services Including: Wills, Foreclosures, Real Estate 

Closings, Business Transactions, Employment Discrimination, Disability Benefi ts
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx is here to help 
innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families rebuild their lives and move forward.

 
Our services include, but are not limited to:

Assistance filing state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 
homicide support group, financial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock

replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confidential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

After a lengthy search, 
Brooklyn’s Flatbush Ave-
nue Business Improvement 
District (BID) hired Lau-
ren Elvers Collins, execu-
tive director of the adjacent 
Church Avenue Business 
Improvement District, as its 
new executive director.  Lau-
ren will manage both BIDs 
and will bring the benefit of 
overlapping programs, cost 
efficiencies, and economies 
of scale, while keeping the 
two as separate entities. Each 
BID will continue to be over-
seen by their board of proper-
ty owners, business owners, 
and elected officials.

The Flatbush Avenue BID 
runs on Flatbush Avenue 
from Parkside Avenue to 
Cortelyou Road and includes 
approximately 250 prop-
erty owners and business-
es. Under BID Board Chair-
man Voltan Bagot, the BID 
is characterized by a mix 
of mom and pop stores and 
regional and national chains. 
It also includes the Flatbush 
Caton Market, a large shop-
ping area on Tilden Avenue, 
and the soon-to-open Kings 
Theatre. It is funded by a tax 
assessment levied on prop-
erties within the BID and 
provides supplemental sani-
tation, security, and market-
ing for the businesses within 
its borders.

The Flatbush Ave. BID had 
been managed by longtime 

executive director, Jack Katz, 
until his unfortunate pass-
ing in late 2012. The former 
owner of the Buster Brown 
shoe store on Flatbush Ave., 
Jack and wife, Rita, were 
well-known on the avenue. 
He was best known to facili-
tate the BID’s support of 
local charitable efforts, espe-
cially the annual Thanksgiv-
ing luncheon at the Flatbush 
Reformed Church, and had 
a close relationship with the 
NYPD.

Lauren is the former exec-
utive director of the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy, co-
founder of the Windsor Ter-

race Alliance neighborhood 
association, and a member 
of Community Board 7. She 
specializes in marketing 
and media, nonprofit man-
agement and operations, 
government relations, and 
community planning. She 
created successful market-
ing campaigns to highlight 
small businesses including 
the From Roti to Rhubarb 
program spotlighting food 
establishments and attract-
ing four new restaurants, 
a Shop Local campaign on 
Prospect Park West, and a 
current program celebrat-
ing the Caribbean impact on 

Church Avenue. She over-
saw a $300,000 storefront 
restoration program which 
reimbursed property own-
ers for up to 75 percent of 
their construction costs and 
she worked alongside local 
elected officials and the man-
agement of a national phar-
macy chain to overhaul their 
upcoming site to add a gro-
cery store.

“Lauren Elvers Collins 
has a great track record as 
the executive director of the 
Church Avenue BID, and 
it makes perfect sense for 
the Church Avenue BID and 
the Flatbush Avenue BID to 

come together under her 
leadership,” said Rob Walsh, 
commissioner of the NYC 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services. “Lauren will 
help make the two organiza-
tions stronger, bigger, and 
better, and I am convinced 
will have a greater impact on 
the neighborhood and the 
city at large.”

 Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz stated, 
“Congratulations to Lauren 
Elvers Collins on her role as 
executive director of the Flat-
bush Avenue BID! Flatbush 
is primed for great growth in 
the years ahead, starting with 
the impending revival of the 
Kings Theatre. The oppor-
tunities to expand retail and 
entertainment growth along 
Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn’s 
major commercial artery, are 
truly endless. I wish Lauren, 
who also serves as president 
of my local Windsor Terrace 
Alliance, all the best in her 
endeavors!”

“I’m very happy with the 
work that Lauren has been 
doing on Church Avenue, 
and we’re especially happy 
with the storefront that the 
Church Avenue BID helped 
fund last year,” said Sammy 
Aoun, owner of Berto Kid’s 
Fashion on Flatbush Ave. 
and Berto for Kids on Church 
Ave. “I’m looking forward to 
more of the same on Flat-
bush Avenue. And now she 

can visit me at both Berto 
locations on Church and 
Flatbush avenues.”

A native New Yorker, Lau-
ren welcomes the oppor-
tunity to serve the diverse 
constituencies in the district. 
“[Former Executive Director] 
Jack was one of a kind and 
I’m looking forward to build-
ing upon the work he did on 
the Avenue he loved so dearly. 
There is so much untapped 
opportunity on Flatbush 
Avenue to create programs 
to attract shoppers, identify 
resources for the businesses 
and property owners, and 
make Flatbush Avenue eve-
rything it can be.”

She added, “The Flatbush 
Avenue BID owes a huge 
thanks during this major 
transition to the dedication 
of the BID’s Board, interim 
BID manager Flatbush Devel-
opment Corp. under Robin 
Redmond, and the tremen-
dous support of the team at 
the Dept. of Small Business 
Services, particularly Com-
missioner Rob Walsh, Depu-
ty Commissioner Elizabeth 
de Leon Bhargava, Assistant 
Commissioner James Met-
tham, and Senior Project and 
Contract Manager Mahadya 
Mary. Their combined efforts 
kept the BIDs afloat during 
the past year and created a 
foundation for an even better 
Flatbush Avenue commercial 
corridor.”

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Lauren Elvers Collins.  Photo by CAMBA

Flatbush Ave BID hires new executive director
THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos



De
c.

 2
0—

26
, 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 2
0

B

Q

(StatePoint) While skin cancer 
is highly prevalent and incidence 
rates are rising, it also remains 
one most treatable types of can-
cer. But you need to remain vigi-
lant about your skin and share 
any changes or concerns with 
your doctor before they become 
bigger problems.

In fact, one in five Americans 
will develop skin cancer in their 
lifetime. However, the disease is 
95 percent curable if diagnosed 
early.

“Staying vigilant about the 
health of your skin is crucial to 
early diagnosis and more effec-
tive intervention,” says L. Michael 
Hone, President and CEO of Cal-
iber Imaging and Diagnostics, a 
medical technology company that 
develops diagnostic tools for skin 
diseases.

It’s all about regular screen-
ings, says Hone, who recommends 
making an appointment with your 
dermatologist on an annual basis.

Though the incidence of skin 

cancer in the United States is on 
the rise, there’s good news -- new 
innovations in skin cancer detec-
tion are making thorough, regu-
lar screenings easier for patients.

For example, the VivaScope, 
by Caliber I.D., offers a nonin-
vasive optical biopsy of the skin, 
so patients don’t need to have 
any portion of their skin cut or 
removed to check for cancer and 
can receive results immediately. 
As the only FDA 510(k) cleared, 
noninvasive skin imaging tech-
nology that enables physicians to 
make an accurate diagnosis of 
skin diseases through the direct 
visualization of cells, it is used for 
the diagnosis of melanoma, basal 
cell carcinoma and squamous 
cell carcinoma, as well as for the 
accurate noninvasive diagnosis of 
benign lesions and dermatoses.

At your next doctor’s visit, here 

are topics to discuss regarding 
your risks of developing skin can-
cer and what you and your doctor 
can do to check for it:

• Risk: While anyone can devel-
op skin cancer, the risk is elevated 
by overexposure to harmful UV 
rays, a family history of the dis-
ease and a lighter complexion. Ask 
your doctor to assess your risk 
and offer you ways of mitigating 
the threat.

• Self-exam: Between doctor’s 
visits, you can perform self-exams 
on a monthly basis. Using a full-
length mirror as well as a hand-
held mirror, look for changes in 
your skin that could be indicative 
of skin cancer. Don’t forget to 
check your scalp and nail beds of 
your toes and fingers. Your doctor 
can offer you guidelines for what 
to look for and how.

• Screening: Ask your doctor 
about innovations in skin cancer 
detection that offer a noninva-
sive alternative to a biopsy. More 
information can be found at www.

caliberid.com.
By being informed and inquisi-

tive, you can make the most of 
your next visit to the doctor.

HEALTH

The VivaScope, by Caliber I.D., offers a noninvasive optical biopsy 
of the skin. 

What to ask the doctor 
about your skin cancer

SHOP
From Parkside Avenue to Cortelyou Road

718-282-2500 
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In our community, we take care of
the people who took care of us.
Get more from Medicare with Affinity Health Plan.

AffinityPlan.org

Affi  nity Health Plan (HMO SNP) is a health plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. 
The benefi t information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefi ts. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, 
copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change 
on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. The Part B premium is covered for full-dual members. 
This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and 
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This information is available 
for free in other languages. Please call our Customer Service number at 877.234.4499 for additional information. (TTY users should call 
800.662.1220). Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm and Saturday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Customer Service has 
free language interpreter services available for non-English speakers. Esta información está disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. 
Por favor comuníquese con nuestro servicio al cliente al 1.877.234.4499 para obtener información adicional. (Los usuarios del TTY 
deben llamar al 1.800.662.1220). El horario es de lunes a viernes 8am-8pm y los sábados de 9:00am a 3:00pm. Servicio al cliente tiene 
servicios gratuitos de interpretes de lenguajes para los usuarios que no hablan inglés.

H5991_PRINT1_14 File and Use 11/03/2013

We look after people like you. People who worked three jobs to put food on the table. Taught us how to act 
with respect. And built our supportive community. Because we wouldn’t be here without you. With Affinity’s 
Medicare Advantage programs, we make sure you get the care you deserve. Members in Affinity Medicare 
Ultimate (HMO SNP) pay $0 for Medicare Part B premiums and generic drugs, and receive routine vision care 
and additional specialty dental care. If you live in New York City, or in Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland 
or Orange counties, and you receive assistance with your Medicare premiums from the state, you may qualify 
to enroll in one of our programs today. For more information about Medicare Advantage programs from 
Affinity Health Plan, visit affinityplan.org or call our toll-free number at 888.543.9096.
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(StatePoint) Frequent and 
bothersome gastrointestinal (GI) 
symptoms are more common 
than you may think. While esti-
mates may vary, five percent to 
15 percent of adults in the United 
States may be affected by chronic 
GI conditions, such as irritable 
bowel syndrome with constipa-
tion (IBS-C) or chronic idiopathic 
constipation (CIC).

This could mean as many as 
13 million adults may suffer from 
IBS-C, and as many as 35 million 
adults may suffer from CIC.

According to a survey, the 
majority of adults with these con-
ditions may experience disrup-
tive symptoms three to five days 
per month. Recurring abdominal 
pain and constipation, including 
hard stools, and infrequent and 
incomplete bowel movements, 
may indicate IBS with constipa-
tion or, if you have these symp-
toms with little to no abdominal 
pain, chronic idiopathic consti-
pation (CIC). Adults report that 
these symptoms impact their 
daily activities.

Research also shows that only 
40 to 50 percent of these suffer-
ers plan to talk to their physician 

about their GI symptoms within 
the next year. Experts say that 
part of the problem is patients 
are uncomfortable discussing the 
specific symptoms of IBS-C or 
CIC.  

“Patients often get embarrassed 
talking about their bathroom hab-
its with a physician,” says Dr. Ste-
ven Lamm, internist and author 
of “No Guts, No Glory.” “There is 
no need to feel self-conscious.”

You are not alone. Dr. Lamm 
recommends preparing for your 
appointment ahead of time to 
ensure a more effective conversa-
tion. Be ready to discuss the fol-
lowing with your doctor:

• Do you feel abdominal pain?
• How often do you experience 

hard stools associated with con-
stipation?

• Do you have fewer than three 
bowel movements a week?

• Are your bowel movements 
satisfactory; with a sense of com-
plete evacuation?

• How long have you experi-
enced these symptoms (a week, a 

month, more)?
• How frequently do you expe-

rience these symptoms?
• What have you tried to relieve 

symptoms (drinking more water, 
taking fiber or laxatives, increas-
ing exercise)?

• Do your symptoms keep com-
ing back?

• Has your life been disrupted 
due to your symptoms?

Unfortunately, there is no cure 
for these conditions, but there 
are ways to help manage symp-
toms, including dietary and life-
style changes and taking laxa-
tives. Also, keeping a symptom 
diary may help identify triggers 
that exacerbate symptoms.

Keep in mind, over-the-counter 
laxatives and stool softeners may 
help with occasional constipation, 
but they are not approved for 
long-term use without physician 
supervision and are not approved 
for IBS-C. If you are a candidate, 
a physician may prescribe FDA-
approved medications for these 
conditions.

With open and clear communi-
cation between patient and doc-
tor, managing bothersome symp-
toms may be possible.

HEALTH

Dietary and lifestyle changes and taking laxatives can help ease 
gastrointestinal (GI) symptoms. (c) Lars Zahner - Fotolia.com

Dealing with common gastrointestinal problems
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COME CELEBRATE 
45 YEARS SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY

ROGERS DISCOUNT - 4517 GLENWOOD ROAD 
(CORNER OF EAST 46TH STREET - FORMERLY ON ROGERS AVE.)      
(718) 287-0797- Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limited quantity.

ACTION DISCOUNT BEER & SODA
65 TROY AVENUE (BET. PACIFIC & ATLANTIC)  
BROOKLYN, NY  (718) 676 - 0456

WE SELL ICE EXPIRES 
DECEMBER 31, 2013

+TAX 
& DEP.

+TAX 
& DEP.

+TAX & DEP.
Per Case

+TAX 
& DEP.

+TAX 
& DEP.

+TAX 
& DEP.

12 PACKS CASE OF 24

CASE OF 24

12 PACKS

24 12 OZ. BOTTLES

BUDWEISER GUINNESS 
 STOUT

CORONA

SHANDY
CARIB

CARIB
LAGER

BECK’S
36 PACK CANS

HEINEKEN
$1399

+TAX 
& DEP.

$2199
+TAX 
& DEP.

$2299

12 oz bottle 12 oz bottle

$2999
$1399

$2899 $2499 $2699
CASE OF 24 CANS

PRESTIGE
BEER

SOLO
 APPLE J

RED STRIPE

+TAX 
& DEP.

PEARDRAX

Each

MIKE'S 
HARD

RED
BULL

Per Case - 24 Cans

+TAX 
& DEP. 24 BOTTLE CASE

12 PK

+TAX & DEP.

25 oz.

12 Pack

+TAX 
& DEP.

MARTINELLI'S

$3399

+TAX & DEP.- ALL FLAVORS

WHITE ROCK

24 CANS

$599 $799

$1349

$2399 $1499

NESTLE 
PURE LIFE

Chubby 

4/10 PKS
+TAX

$1349

GOYA
MALTA
$1499

$2999

ANGOSTURA
LEMON LIME BITTER

$2649
+TAX 
& DEP.

TWO
 GREAT 

LOCATIONS

2/$500

Happy Holidays!

24 BOTTLE CASE

24 BOTTLE CASE

28 PACKS

12 OZ.

$549
35 PK. 16 OZ. BOTTLES

WE SELL ICE

OPEN
TO THE 
PUBLIC

SELECTION 
OF CRAFT 

BEERS

WE 
RECYCLE 
EMPTIES

CASH 
FOR CANS 

BOTTLES FOR 
DOLLAR!!!

BRING 
THIS AD FOR 

SPECIALS

COORS 
LIGHT

CASE

ROGERS & ACTION

DISCOUNT
BEER & SODA
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fere with the celebration 
of Thanksgiving and in the 
other toward Cyber Monday, 
people continue to buy one 
another things just because 
they “have to get someone 
a gift,” even if it may be 
re-gifted, returned or never 
used. Our society’s barely 
restrained annual celebra-
tion of blatant commercial-
ism approaches the seem-
ingly needless exchanges 
and even destructiveness of 
the potlatch.

Judging from news reports 
and holiday sales that began 
before kids were done trick-
or-treating, retailers are very 
concerned that business will 
be down from last year. They 
have reason to be concerned. 
Aside from the shorter shop-
ping period between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, the 
economy is still a shambles, 
the economic impact of 
Obamacare is unclear and 
there are no really “must 
have” consumer electronics, 

books or toys.
Unfortunately, in these 

hard economic times, when 
jobs are still scarce, there 
is great need and even food 
insecurity, especially among 
younger people and fami-
lies with children. But in 
most parts of middle- and 
upper-class Southern Cali-
fornia, nobody appears to 
need much more than what 
they already have.

My wife says that if eve-
ryone thought as I do, the 
economy would be in even 
worse shape. She’s probably 
right. The malls would be 
emptier and business would 
be down for sweatshops in 
China, unsafe factories in 
Bangladesh and makers of 
gift cards and wrap. But here 
in the Los Angeles area, cars 
are parked in driveways or 
on the street because garages 
are full of stuff. And when 
Angelenos run out of space 
there, they rent storage lock-
ers, where from time to time 
they visit their extra things.

Maybe this year, we can 

work toward ending the pot-
latch season. Let’s stop buy-
ing and giving things people 
don’t want and don’t need.

If you feel a need to give, 
give food to the hungry, 
clothes and toys to those in 
need, or donations to victims 
of storms, violence or con-
flict. A plate of homemade 
cookies or some other deli-
cacy delivered personally is a 
much better way to remem-
ber friends and family than 
a meaningless generic gift, 
a “dustable” to sit on the 
shelf or yet another ill-fitting 
sweater in the wrong color. 
And most older people need 
even fewer things. Unfortu-
nately, what they really want 
— youth, vigor, health — are 
things we can’t give them. 
But they, and I’m sure many 
others, would appreciate a 
call, a card or a visit from 
family, neighbors and friends. 
So will you.

About The Writer
Daniel Fink wrote this for 

the Los Angeles Times.
©2013 Los Angeles 

Times
Visit the Los Angeles 

Times at www.latimes.com
Distributed by MCT 

Information Services

Holiday gifts with a 
personal touch

Continued from page 10 

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call  your doctor.

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

1-866-NO-ATTACKS EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

“ I FEEL LIKE

A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”

–JACOB, AGE 5
DESCRIBING ASTHMA



Page 25 • Caribbean Life • Dec. 20—26, 2013

B

Q

Have You Been In An Accident?
You May Be Entitled To Money Damages!

Ross & Hill, Esqs.

We have recovered millions of dollars for our clients.*

JAMES ROSS
35 years experience

WILLIAM C. THOMPSON
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel To the Firm
Former NYS Senator

Former Regional Director NAACP

ARTHUR HILL
35 years experience

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome - expenses payable at conclusion of case

718-855-2324 16 Court Street, 35th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11241

FREE 

Please visit our website at www.rossandhill.com
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By Tangerine Clarke 
A beautifully decorated 

Christmas tree illuminated 
the front area of the Jamai-
can Consulate in Manhattan 
recently, where nationals 
greeted each other with joy 
and goodwill at the annual 
CARICOM Consular Corps 
reception, hosted by Barba-
dos Consulate General Len-
nox Price.

The smell of festive fare 
and cheerful chatter were 
evident everywhere, as the 
elegantly dressed expatriates 
mixed and mingled, shake 
hands, and hugged each 
other during the delightful 
evening that brought out 
many dignitaries, including 
some from back home.

Referencing on how cold 
it was outside of his New 
York office, Consul Gener-
al of Jamaican, Herman G. 
LaMont welcomed Jamai-
ca’s Cabinet Minister Noel 
Ascott, and UWI Professor, 
Dr. E. Nigel Harris, visitors 
he called warm friends from 
the sunshine. 

The expatriates that 
enjoyed infectious Carib-
bean music received a rous-
ing welcome from Chairman 
of the Consular General 
Committee, Lennox Price. 
The diplomat then quipped 
that he was going to keep 

his speech short because he 
was the only person stand-
ing between the guests, and 
a good time. He thanked 
the nationals for choosing 
the reception instead of any 
of the other activities they 
could have gone to in New 
York area.

Price, who was host of 
the night, thanked Jamai-
can Consul General Her-
man Lamont for the use of 
the venue, and the consulate 
staff for availing themselves 
to help in the execution of 
the reception, adding that 
it was indeed a pleasure to 
be in the company of such a 
happy group of individuals.

“This annual Christmas 
party is of particular impor-
tance to the consular corps, 
in that it provides a forum 
for us to interact and net-
work with our communi-
ty. It is also important to 
us because it allows us to 
express our appreciation to 
you for supporting us dur-
ing the year” said Price.

“Many times the contri-
butions of others are taken 
for granted, but let me 
assure you that the Caricom 
consular corps is indeed 
mindful of the importance 
of partnering with others 
as we pursue our various 
endeavors”.

“I would like to thank our 
many partners who have 
assisted with our health fair, 
the Caribbean American 
Heritage program, or those 
who simply made presenta-
tion at our meetings.

“You have worked well 
with us over the years, and I 
remain confident that such 
facilitation will continue. 
I sincerely thank you for 
extending a hand of friend-
ship to us, and may long 
live the spirit of corporation 
that exists between you and 
our respective consulates. 

“May the spirit of warmth 
and happiness be with you 
this holiday season and 
throughout the New Year,” 
he concluded.

Dignitaries in attend-
ance were Consul Gener-
al of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Rudrawatee Nan Ram-
goolam, Deputy Consulate 
General of St. Lucia, Julian 
Dubois, Deputy Consulate 
General of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Edison 
Augustus, Honorary Consul 
of Grenada, Derrick James, 
Consul General of Antigua 
& Barbuda, Ms. Omyma 
David, Consul General of 
Bahamas, Forrester J. Car-
roll and President of the 
Guyana Tri-State Alliance, 
Patricia Jordon-Langford.

From left, Vice Consul General, Bahamas Sandra Poitier-McLaughlin, Barbados 
Consul General Lennox Price, Consul General of Trinidad and Tobago, Rudrawa-
tee Nan Ramgoolam, Deputy Consulate General of St. Lucia, Julian Dubois, Deputy 
Consulate General of St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Edison Augustus, Consul Gen-
eral of Antigua & Barbuda Ms. Omyma David, Consul General of Bahamas Forrester 
J. Carroll,Consul Agent, St. Vincent, Forrester J. Carroll, WEAA 88.9FM Baltimore 
Radio Host, Sheldon Peter-Anthony Victoria Bousquet, UWI Professor Dr. E. Nigel 
Harris, Jamaica Cabinet Minister, Dr. Noel Ascott. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

CARICOM Consular party

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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Jerome Neuman is an 
attorney who brings 31 
years of experience to the 
negotiation table.

If you have suffered 
a personal injury of any 
type — whether in a car 
accident, slip and fall, 
medical malpractice, or 
work related — Mr. Neu-
man will make sure you 
will receive the highest 
amount of compensation 
you are entitled to.

When you contact him, 
you are assured of person-
alized service. You will 
speak with Mr. Neuman 
directly about every as-
pect of your case. 

“I am attentive and ag-
gressive,” he says. “I keep 
clients informed every 
step of the way, whether 
reaching a settlement, or 
taking a case to court, if 
necessary.”

He counts numerous 
success stories, such as 
the compensation he se-

cured for a child who was 
jumping off chairs in a 
school, and whose chin 
was caught on the hook of 
a window guard while do-
ing so.  

“The argument was 
that there should be no 
compensation because the 
child shouldn’t have been 
jumping,” he says. 

However, he convinced 
the judge that children are 
expected to be active, and 
the school was order to pay 
a significant settlement.

Mr. Neuman also ne-
gotiated successfully for 
a man who fell on ice, 
broke his hip, and couldn’t 
work. 

“He received a six-fig-
ure settlement,” he says.

When you are injured, 
seek medical attention im-
mediately, he says. Then, 
call the office for advice. 
Cases can take from six 
months to a year to be 
settled, if they do not go to 
trial. If they do go to trial, 

it may take anywhere 
from a year and a half to 
three years, he says. Due 
to Mr. Neuman’s negotia-
tion skills and experience, 
the vast majority of his 

cases are settled without 
trial, saving his clients 
time and money. 

He also notes that cli-
ents can take comfort that 
there are doctors who may 

agree to work on a “lien 
basis,” meaning they will 
be paid after a settlement 
is reached, assuring you 
get the care  your need. Af-
ter all, you are not simply 
a court case or a number. 
You are a person whose 
medical needs must be se-
cured.

Mr. Neuman is very fa-
miliar with the borough 
in which he practices law. 
He grew up in Brooklyn, 
attending local schools 
and Yeshivas. He gradu-
ated from Cardozo Law 
School in Manhattan in 
1980, and worked for a cor-
poration before opening 
his own private practice. 
He has been practicing in 
Brooklyn for more than 
20 years, working closely 
with members of the com-
munity, assisting them 
with slip and fall cases, 
medical malpractice suits, 
and wrongful death suits.

It is important to have 
a skilled, compassionate, 

and experienced lawyer to 
fight for your rights.

Mr. Neuman has the 
knowledge and the work 
ethic to best represent the 
rights of each and every 
client. He will keep you in-
formed about the progress 
of your case and is avail-
able to answer questions 
and concerns. Just as im-
portant, he is an advocate 
who has your best interest 
in mind. He will fight with 
insurance companies and 
defend your cause until 
a just resolution is ob-
tained.

Don’t suffer in silence. 
If you think you might 
have a case, call Jerome 
Neuman Esq., P.C. and see 
what he can do for you.

Jerome Neuman, Esq., 
P.C. [3917 14th Ave., Suite 
201 between 39th and 40th 
street in Borough Park, 
(718) 436–6400. Open Mon-
days through Fridays, 9:30 
am–5:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

When you are injured call attorney Jerome Neuman

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certified Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

Bo

 
No Appointment Necessary

Referrals From Physicians and Attorneys Welcome

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

WE OPEN SUNDAYS

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Acute Trauma

 Pediatrics

 

Physical Therapy

Chiropractics

 Acupuncture

 Modern Facilities

 O

Onsite Blood Draws

Most Insurance  
Accepted

We accept all types 
of payments 

Car Accident,  
Slip & fall

No Insurance,  
No ProblemWorkman’s Comp

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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americanheart.org
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Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center has re-
ceived the Get With The 
G u i d e l i n e s ® – S t r o k e 
Silver Quality Achieve-
ment Award from the 
American Heart Associ-
ation. The award recog-
nizes Kingsbrook’s com-
mitment and success in 
implementing a higher 
standard of care by en-
suring that stroke pa-
tients receive treatment 
according to nationally 
accepted guidelines.

Get With The Guide-
lines–Stroke helps 
Kingsbrook’s staff de-
velop and implement 
acute and secondary 
prevention guideline 
processes to improve pa-
tient care and outcomes. 
The program provides 
hospitals with a web-
based patient manage-
ment tool, best practice 

discharge protocols and 
standing orders, along 
with a robust registry 
and real-time bench-
marking capabilities to 
track performance.

“Recent studies show 
that patients treated in 
hospitals participating 
in the American Heart 
Association’s Get With 
The Guidelines-Stroke 
program receive a higher 
quality of care and may 
experience better out-
comes,” said Lee H. 
Schwamm, M.D., chair of 
the Get With The Guide-
lines National Steering 
Committee and director 
of the TeleStroke and 
Acute Stroke Services 
at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital in Boston, 
Mass. The Kingsbrook 
team is to be commended 
for their commitment to 
improving the care of 

their patients.”
Following Get With 

The Guidelines-Stroke 
treatment guidelines, 
patients are started on 
aggressive risk-reduc-
tion therapies. Hospitals 
must adhere to these 
measures at a set level 
for a designated period 
of time to be eligible for 
the achievement awards.

“Kingsbrook is dedi-
cated to making our 
care for stroke patients 
among the best in the 
country. The American 
Heart Association’s Get 
With The Guidelines–
Stroke program helps us 
to accomplish this goal,” 
said Dr. Burney, Chief 
Medical Officer, Sr.VP 
Quality Effectiveness. 
“This recognition dem-
onstrates that we are on 
the right track and we’re 
very proud of our team.”

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E 

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center  
Receives Stroke Achievement Award
Award Demonstrates Kingsbrook Commitment to Quality Care for Stroke Patients

Happy Holidays
From the East 233rd and White Plains Road Merchant Association. 

Shop East 233rd St. and White Plains Road this season  
for all your holiday needs.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

SEASON!SEASON!
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still recovering from Hurri-
cane Tomas, which hit the 
island on Oct. 31, 2010 and 
killed 14 people, and explained 
that the government was still 
repairing much of the damage 
it caused.

He also lamented that the 
bread and butter industries 
for most Caribbean countries, 
like agriculture and tourism, 
were already being affected 
and stood to be affected even 
further.

“Very soon I think we will 
start seeing differences in 
fertility for some of our agri-
cultural lands, because for us 
in the Caribbean there isn’t 
any place that isn’t too far 
away from the sea,” Fletcher 
explained. “As salt water starts 
coming inland, then it starts 
having impacts on the fertility 
of your agricultural lands so 
we are experiencing climate 
change in so many different 
ways.”

For Antigua and Barbuda, 
McLymont-Lafayette pointed 
to the climate prediction in 
Germanwatch‘s 2008 climate 
risk index that Barbuda would 
probably sink in another 40 

years.
“When I heard that, as a 

Caribbean person, I was dev-
astated because I primarily 
thought of climate change 
as impacting the Pacific and 
those places,” she said.

But Caribbean countries 
are fighting back and have 
recognised the importance of 
adaptation to cope with the 
impact of climate change.

Just last week the Barba-
dos House of Assembly gave 
the green light for government 
to utilise 13.3 million dollars 
from the consolidated fund for 
an on-going project to bat-
tle climate change and protect 
the country’s coastline.

Minister of Environment 
and Drainage Denis Lowe 
said Barbados needed to fight 
back, since climate change 
was already leading to dying 
and bleached coral.

“We believe that there is 
a direct correlation between 
the state of the corals around 
the island and the intensi-
ty of weather patterns and 
weather systems, including 
sea level rise and temperature 
of water,” he said.

The minister explained 

that there were 20 coral reef 
sites around the island that 
were in need of protection.

McLymont-Lafayette said 
that Jamaica had put a lot 
of focus on preparing for cli-
mate change. “Last month, 
we tabled a climate change 
policy in cabinet and Jamai-
ca has established a Climate 
Change Ministry, which is 
one of the few in the world, 
so we are taking this very, 
very seriously,” she said.

Jamaica’s Ministry of 
Water, Land, Environment 
and Climate Change was cre-
ated in January 2012. It has 
responsibility for the formu-
lation and implementation of 
policy relating to its related 
subject areas.

Seventy percent of Jamai-
ca’s infrastructure is along 
the coast.

“Our airports, our hotels 
are on the coast and in Negril 
where we advertise seven 
miles of beautiful beaches 
there has been significant 
beach erosion partly due to 
sea level rise and other fac-
tors,” McLymont-Lafayette 
said.

“So the bottom line is that 
we have to put measures in 
place to restore the coastline 
if we want tourism to con-
tinue to be sustainable.”

Extreme weather

Dominica to launch multi-purpose 
identification card program 

Continued from Page 14

Dominica is launching a 
pilot program that would pro-
vide nationals with a multi-
purpose identification card. 
Acting Chief Elections Officer, 
Anita Rodney, said the enrol-
ment program would begin 
with public officers and based 
on the results, the Electoral 
Office will decide on a date for 
enrolling the general public. 

Rodney said public serv-
ants being enrolled should 
bring in a pictorial ID such 
as a social security card, or 
passport, a birth certificate, 

where applicable.
 In August, the Roosevelt 

Skerrit administration, 
which has dismissed oppo-
sition calls for separate ID 
cards for electoral purposes, 
announced that it had pro-
vided US $785,000 towards 
the purchase of the equip-
ment and that it was pro-
viding a further US$96,000 
for the first 100,000 cards, 
which would be provided free 
to nationals.

The main opposition Unit-
ed Workers Party (UWP) has 

criticized the idea of a single 
ID card, saying that voter ID 
cards had been recommended 
by the Chief Election Officer 
in a 2009 report as well as 
by an observer team from 
the Organization of America 
States (OAS). 

But Prime Minister Roo-
sevelt Skerrit said that his 
administration was prepared 
to pay the four million (EC) 
dollars (US $1.48 million) for 
the national identification 
card which he said could also 
serve as a voter ID card.

Go to 
www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 

for the latest in 

 Caribbean news 
 Entertainment 
 Sports 
 Business 
 Viewpoints 

 and more.

GET 
Connected.
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& receive extra 
5% off
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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o 
by
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e 
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thank you every day for 
choosing me.”

Tessanne, 28, a back-up 
singer for the legendary 
reggae star Jimmy Cliff, 
stunned the global audi-
ence on Monday night, the 
final night of competition, 
with an emotional rendi-
tion of Whitney Houston’s 
“I have Nothing.” 

On Tuesday night, she 
performed with Celine 
Dion, rendering the leg-
endary singer’s “Love Can 
Move Mountains.” 

“For weeks, we have 
watched our darling Tes-
sanne deliver one flawless 
performance after another 
on ‘The Voice,’” said Brook-
lyn Congresswoman Yvette 
D. Clarke, the daughter of 
Jamaican immigrants, at a 
fundraiser at the Woodland 
Restaurant on Flatbush 
Avenue. 

“As people of Jamaican 
and Caribbean ancestry and 
heritage, we feel a special 
infusion of pride when any 

one of us excel in our cho-
sen paths, and we are com-
pelled to revel in that suc-
cess,” she added. 

During Tessanne’s audi-
tion, Levine said: “It would 
have been the mistake of a 
lifetime to not turn around 
for you. You have some-
thing crazy special, and I 

want it bad.” 
Jacqui Lee, from Team 

Christina, and Will Cham-
plin, from Team Adam, 
placed second and third, 
respectively.

For her win, Tessanne 
takes home a US$100,000.00 
cash prize and a Universal 
recording contract.

In this photo provided by NBC, Tessanne Chin sings 
during the season fi ve fi nale of “The Voice” on Tues-
day, Dec. 17, 2013, in Los Angeles.    
 AP Photo/NBC, Tyler Golden

Continued from cover

Flawless 
delivery The polished, reassur-

ing sound of Lambert and 
the Matadors, the most 
enduring and renowned 
Caribbean orchestra in 
the Greater New York 
area, will be spicing up the 
celebratory mood in this 
year’s Gala New Year’s Eve 
Ball to be presented at the 
elegant Tropical Paradise 
Ballroom in Brooklyn. It 
will be the fifth consecu-
tive year that the man-
agement of Tropical Para-
dise will be hosting a New 
Year’s Eve bash.

“We are fortunate that 
the Matadors are head-
quartered right here in 
Brooklyn and available to 
us to add the kind of class 
we have established for the 
event” said Dave Gayle, 
owner-operator of Tropical 
Paradise. “New Year’s Eve 
is special. With the high-
level musical entertain-
ment the Matadors deliv-
er, we are ensuring that 
patrons ring in the New 
Year on an upbeat note 
and in the stylishly festive 
environment the occasion 
demands.”

Lambert and the Mata-
dors have been in exist-
ence as a unit for almost 
30 years. With the aggre-
gation consisting of solid 
musicians and vocalists 
who are transplants from 
all over the Caribbean, the 
band boasts a repertoire 
that runs the gamut from 
romantic pop through 
reggae, R & B and sizzling 
soca.

Tropical Paradise lays it 
all out New Year’s Eve. The 
gaily decorated ballroom 
is designed to put attend-
ees in party mood directly 
upon entering. Party hats 

and favors are in plenti-
ful supply. Complimenta-
ry champagne is served 
to toast the arrival of the 
New Year. Buffet dinner, 
comprising many of the 
choice Tropical Paradise 
Restaurant specialties, is 
included in the price of 
advance tickets.  Supple-
menting the music served 
up by the Matadors will 
be the D.J sounds of Mad-
man Maddy. Doors open 
at 10:00 o’clock. Tropical 
Paradise Ballroom is locat-
ed at 1367 Utica Avenue, 
between Foster Avenue 
and Farragut Road.

Tropical Paradise party

The Caribbean orchestra Lambert and the Mata-
dors.
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Dad needs a r ide to the doctor tomorrow,
but you can’t  miss work again. 

We know what you’re  
going through. And we can help. 

Our Managed Long-Term Care plan 

provides Dad with the services he 

needs to live at home – assistance 

with bathing, dressing, meals, rides  

to the doctor and much more.  

We have years of experience helping 

people with Medicaid navigate  

this  process  and a  website  

that makes it easy to understand.  

Visit us soon!

1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 0 - 7 6 7 9  t o l l  f r e e ,  8 A M - 6 P M

healthplus.amerigroup.com/mltc 

We are here for you 
during your time 

of sorrow & 
we can accommodate you 

for a reasonable price.

FREE 
DELIVERY

www.13thaveflorist.com
7806 13th Avenue

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228

718-236-9088

Funeral Pkg. 1
Red Rose Heart

White Rose Cross

Casket Spray
w/ Roses

2 Plants Free
$799.99

Funeral Pkg. 2
Red Carnation Heart

White Cross

Casket Spray
w/ Mixed Flowers

2 Plants Free
$499.99

Funeral Pkg. 3
2 Standing Sprays

w/ Mixed Flowers

Casket Spray
w/ Mixed Flowers

2 Plants Free
$399.99

Open 7 Days  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.
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Jamaicans poured into 
the Manhattan address of 
their nation’s consular to 
meet, greet and herald Dr. 
Basil K. Bryan who returned 
to New York City with a 
550-page discography titled 
“Jamaicans: Children of God 
In The Promised Land.”

On a historically signifi-
cant day – the 89th birth-
day anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Michael 
Manley; the anniversary 
date SA posthumously hon-
ored Manley with the O. 
R. Tambo award, a memo-
rial send-off in South Africa 
for former President Nel-
son Mandela and the first 
official snow-blizzard of the 
season – Jamaicans filled 
the eastside offices where 
their former consular gen-
eral introduced a book that 
explains, details and com-
pliments his island people 
who migrated to Canada 
and the United Kingdom 
and in significant numbers 
to The United States.

“I have not been to the 
consulate since he (Dr. 
Bryan) demitted office,” 

Dawn Warren said. 
Her comment was ech-

oed by a great many nation-
als who claimed much had 
changed at the headquar-
ters for immigrants who 
reside in the tri-state area.

“Everything changed 
after he left and it no long-
er felt like our home away 
from home.”

Dr. Bryan seemed to 
offer a reason to return 
to the space and also to 
help launch the book that 
describes why and where 
Jamaicans left their home-
land.

 “From 1838 (after the 
abolition of slavery) Jamai-
cans were leaving because 
they wanted nothing to do 
with plantations, banana or 
sugar,” Dr. Bryan said “they 
went to Ecuador, Cuba, 
Costa Rica, Panama, and 
some were even paid merce-

naries in Central America.”
“Between 1881 and 1921, 

net emigration from Jamai-
ca amounted to 156,000. 
More than 46,000 traveled 
to the USA, 45,000 went 
to Panama, 22,000 to Cuba 
and Costa Rica attracted 
43,000,” he read from the 
pages of his researched doc-
ument.

“It is said that in the 
period immediately follow-
ing the Russian revolution 
(1917) there was a Jamai-
can, one Herbert Bell from 
Highgate in the parish of St. 
Mary, who was then in Mos-
cow serving with the Cana-
dian expeditionary force in 
Siberia. And in 1934, Jamai-
can Robert Robinson was 
elected to represent some 
17,000 workers in the Mos-
cow city council, serving 
alongside another elected 
delegate Josef Stalin who 

went on to become leader of 
the soviet union. Robinson 
had lived in America for six 
years before migrating to 
Russia in 1930.”

“Throughout the coun-
try’s history Jamaicans 
have migrated to foreign 
lands carrying with them 
the heritage culture and 

diversity of the people and 
doing so with a uniquely 
Jamaican audacity that 
transcended class and lan-
guage barriers.” 

The audience seemed 
awed by the historical rev-
elations and with each 
excerpted paragraph, 
the former diplomat who 
remains the longest serv-
ing consul – from 1998 to 
1007 – offered an avalanche 
of tidbits to bolster his 
claims. Responsible for 38 
states in America, Bermuda 
and Puerto Rico, Dr. Bryan 
paused at intervals to punc-
tuate each revelation.

 “The movement of the 
people from Jamaica to 
America began around 1619 
when some 20 indentured 
workers arrived in James-
town, Virginia. Between 
1715 and 1741, thousands of 
slaves were sent to New York, 
the majority from Jamaica. 
Charlestown, South Caro-
lina was seen as the city in 
the western hemisphere to 
surpass Falmouth, Jamaica 
in wealth.” 

Catch You On the Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Dr. Basil K. Bryan (left) presents a copy of his book 
to Consul General Herman G. Lamott at the Jamaica 
consulate. Photo by Aubrey Campbell

Former consul launches ‘Jamaicans: Children Of God’

JANUARY 10-19   
LINCOLN CENTER
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FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Vinette K. Pryce
Jamaica’s reggae record-

ers are once again within 
ear-shot of voters deciding 
the only music category 
dedicated to the English 
Caribbean-derived genre. 
With four of the five nomi-
nations – Beres Hammond, 
Sizzla, Ziggy Marley, Sly 
and Robbie & the Jam Mas-
ters – familiar to local radio 
playlists on the island, the 
2013 achievers depart from 
previous years which heav-
ily favored works made pop-
ular outside the nation. 

By Ivan Thomas 
New Caribbean R&B/pop 

singer, MonCherie, has been 
building anticipation for the 
release of the official music 
video for her first single, 
“No Santa.” Now, the wait 
is finally over, and the  tune 
which adds a sexy, Caribbean 
twist to Christmas songs, 
has been unveiled for the 
world to see.  Viewers can 
watch the video on  her offi-
cial website, Moncheriemu-
sic.com and on YouTube.

“No Santa” brings a dif-
ferent flavor to the holi-
day season, which  gener-
ally  centers around chil-
dren, toys, knitted sweaters 
and of course, Santa Claus.  
With playful lyrics and high 
octane beats, the track is 
sure to be a crowd pleaser. 
Not to mention, the  video 
will showcase MonCherie’s 
vocal abilities and feature 
some of the hottest dance 
moves.

“People are always talk-

ing about Santa Claus, 
gifts, Charlie Brown Christ-
mas CD’s and a bunch of 
kid stuff,” MonCherie said. 
“We decided, we don’t want 
Santa, we want to have fun 
and party. Therefore, our 
goal with the song is to give  
people something  with a 
unique spin that is fun and 

By Toni Dubois
This year marks the 30th anni-

versary of “Bring the Sting” the 
biggest dancehall clash of all time. 
Sting (not to be confused with the 
artist from U2) recently announced 
that, Grammy award-winning art-
ist, writer and producer Wyclef Jean 
has been added to the diverse lineup 
with the likes of reggae legend Super 
Cat (who hasn’t performed since 

1992), American rapper 2Chainz, 
Beenie Man, Elephant Man, dance-
hall kingpin Mavado and many oth-
ers. “Bring the Sting” will take place 
at Jamworld in Portmore, Jamaica. 
The event will be broadcast live on 
Pay Per View in North America and 
video-streamed live all around the 
world on Dec. 26. 

Caribbean Life had the opportu-
nity to sit down with Wyclef and dis-

cuss his invitation to perform at one 
of the greatest reggae & dancehall 
shows on earth, and what the Fugee 
frontman’s plans are for 2014. 

The Haitian-American musician 
known mostly for his run with the 
Fugees, is quite familiar with Jamai-
can music. While with the Fugees 
he collaborated with Bounty Kill-
er for their song, “Hip Hopera” in 

The next major dancehall clash

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Reggae artist Ziggy Mar-
ley poses for a portrait in- 
between rehearsals with 
his band at Swing House 
Recording Studio in Los 
Angeles. 
 AP Photo/Chris Pizzello

MonCherie. 

Grammy award-winning artist Wyclef Jean.
Photo by Toni Dubois

Make room for 
MonCherie

Four Grammy nods 
for Jamaicans

BRING THE BRING THE 
STINGSTING
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Departing from the predict-
able trend of acknowledging and 
rewarding ambiguous artists, only 
one foreign nod was named for 
US hip-hop rapper Snoop Lion to 
decide the Best Reggae catego-
ry at the 56th annual Grammy 
Awards. The rap legend’s release 
of “Reincarnated” debuted in April 
and marked a name-change from 
the moniker he became known as 
Snoop Dogg. Prior to recording 
the album, Snoop Lion traveled to 
Jamaica and studied in the Nyab-
inghi branch of the Rastafarian 
movement. 

“I feel like I’ve always been Ras-
tafari, I just didn’t have my third 
eye open,” Snoop Lion said.

The album launched Snoop’s 
12th album and foray into the 
Jamaica-popular genre. It also 
featured collaborations and guest 
appearances with Drake, Chris 
Brown, Busta Rhymes, Akon, Rita 
Ora, Mavado, Popcaan, Mr. Vegas, 
Collie Buddz and Miley Cyrus. 

Of all the nominations his is the 

best selling reggae CD of 2013.
It has sold more than 80,000 

copies in the United States.
The Los Angeles, California hon-

ors could prove a toss-up in Janu-
ary when the island’s most-nomi-
nated contenders Ziggy Marley (six) 
and 10-time nominees, the rhythm 
twins -- Sly Dunbar and Robbie 
Shakespeare vie for the sole reggae 
category.

A miniature gramophone could 
also be awarded to firebrand dance-
hall talent Sizzla who earns his first 
nomination with “The Messiah.”

“Ziggy Marley in Concert” intro-
duces a live album and another 
entry for the most nominated fam-
ily in the category. With five wins, 
Ziggy could add another to the 
family’s already fully loaded stash 
which includes six for Stephen and 
two for Damian.

Last year Stephen’s “Revelation 
Part 1: Root of Life” won the cat-
egory.

The Grammy Awards take place 
Jan. 26 at the Nokia Theatre.
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PTXmas (EP)
Pentatonix

Britney Jean
Britney Spears

A Family Christmas
The Piano Guys

Days Of Gold
Jake Owen

Midnight Memories
One Direction

Pure Heroine
Lorde

Christmas
Michael Buble

Wrapped In Red
Kelly Clarkson

The Marshall Mathers LP 2
Eminem

Frozen
Soundtrack

Wake Me Up!
Avicii 

The Monster
Eminem Feat. Rihanna 

Demons
Imagine Dragons

Royals
Lorde 

Counting Stars
OneRepublic 

Hold On, We’re Going Home
Drake Feat. Majid Jordan 

Wrecking Ball
Miley Cyrus

Timber
Pitbull Feat. Ke$ha 

Roar
Katy Perry 

Unconditionally
Katy Perry 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

that they can dance to.”
Born and raised in Castries, 

St. Lucia,  MonCherie always 
believed she was destined for 
stardom.  At the tender age of 
five, she picked up a microphone 
for the first time and immediate-
ly gained the adoration of those 
she came in contact with, espe-
cially on her native island of St. 
Lucia.  She went on to represent 
her country in numerous pag-
eants, including an island -wide 
pageant in St. Martin, where 
she was awarded best promo-
tional speech and  Ms. Conge-
niality. The country adored her 
presence, burning passion for 
music, and positive outlook on 
life. Now, she wants to share with 
the world some of what has made 
her so beloved on her island.  
This starts with her music.  She 
has already built a loyal fan-base 
across the Caribbean, and as 
a  current New Jersey resident,  
fans in the states are also eager 
for her material.

“I am so excited to share my 
music with the fans,” she said. 
“It has been a long road for me, 

and I have endured many trials 
and tribulations. I have experi-
enced working with people who 
did not have my best interest at 
heart.  Now, I am confident that  
I have a great support system 
around me, and people who want 
me to succeed.”

“No Santa” is the first of a 
plethora of tracks MonCherie 
has under her belt, and in 2014 
more songs are to follow. And 
not all of them are party tracks.  
An aspiring St. Lucian ambas-
sador for music and tourism, 
MonCherie wants to share a wide 
range of her experiences and 
messages. She wants to inspire 
, and she also wants to empower 
women worldwide.

“I don’t consider myself a role 
model per se’, but I want to  show 
people that anything is possi-
ble. It doesn’t matter where you 
come from, who your parents are, 
or what you have been through. 
Only you can stand in the way of 
your success.”

The official video for “No Santa” 
is now available for view and can 
be seen online at Moncheriemu-
sic.com and YouTube.

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 40 

the late 90s. He also collaborated 
with Mavado on several occasions, 
including their hit, “Holding On” 
and more recently joining forces 
with the ‘Gully Gad and Cris Cab 
for the single, “Rihanna’s Gun.”

Not surprisingly, Wyclef is hon-
ored to perform at “Bring the 
Sting.” 

“I definitely feel great about 
it, because Sting is not a festival 
that you can be ... like: “Let me 
have my people call your people 
so I can perform.  

“Sting chooses who they want 
to perform. It’s one of the roughest 
crowds in Jamaica. It’s very raw, 
real and energetic,” said Wyclef. 
He promises to add drama to an 
already dramatic line-up at “Bring 
the Sting.” 

“It will be nothing less than 
awesome. Don’t be surprised if I do 
the unexpected. It will be the talk 
of the show,” said Wyclef.

He has plenty in store for us. 
He’s been in Europe developing 
what will be the new Wyclef sound 
for 2014. He’s been working with 
Avicii, along with different pro-

ducers.  
“Everyone who has loved the 

album ‘Carnival & The Score’ will 
love what I’ve been working on.” 

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

Beres Hammond performs at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casinos’ Hard Rock Live! in Hollywood; Florida.  

 Photo by Jeff Daly/Invision/AP

Wyclef and friends

2013 Jamaican 
Reggae achievers

MonCherie as role model

Jamaican reggae artist 
&quot;Beenie Man&quot; per-
forms on stage during the 41st 
Montreux Jazz Festival at the 
Miles Davis hall in Montreux, 
Switzerland, Friday, July 13, 
2007. 
 AP Photo/Keystone, Martial Trezzini
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All the Light in the Sky 
(Unrated) Character-driv-
en drama directed by Joe 
Swanberg about an aging 
actress (Jane Adams) forced 
to reassess her career pros-
pects when her fresh-faced, 
aspiring niece (Sophia 
Takal) arrives in Malibu for 
a weekend stay. With Kent 
Osborne, Larry Fessenden 
and Ti West. 

Dhoom 3 (Unrated) Third 
installment in the Bolly-
wood action series finds 
crimefighter Jai (Abhishek 
Bachchan) and sidekick 
Ali (Uday Chopra) match-
ing wits with a new pair of 
worthy adversaries (Aamir 
Khan and Katrina Kaif). 
With Jackie Shroff, Diana 
Penty and Don Kress. (In 
Hindi, English, Tamil and 
Telugu with subtitles)

The Past (PG-13 for 
mature themes and brief 
profanity) Fractured family 
drama about a Persian man 
(Ali Mosaffa) who returns 
to Paris from Iran four 
years after abandoning his 
family there only to find 
his French wife (Berenice 
Bejo) dating an Arab (Tahar 
Rahim). With Pauline Bur-
let, Elyes Aguis and Jeanne 
Jestin. (In French and Per-
sian with subtitles)

The Selfish Giant (Unrat-
ed) Adaptation of Oscar 
Wilde’s cautionary, com-
ing-of-age tale of the same 
name about a couple of 
ambitious teenagers (Con-
ner Chapman and Shaun 
Thomas) whose ill-advised 
association with a crooked 
junk dealer (Sean Gilder) 
leads to tragic consequenc-
es. Support cast includes 
Lorraine Ashbourne, Ian 
Burfield and Steve Evets. 

BIG BUDGET FILMS   

 American Hustle (R for 
sexuality, pervasive profan-
ity and brief violence) David 
O. Russell wrote and direct-
ed this crime drama about 
a couple of con artists 
(Christian Bale and Amy 
Adams) forced by an over-
zealous FBI agent (Bradley 
Cooper) to infiltrate a New 
Jersey underworld inhab-
ited by mobsters protect-
ed by a crooked, big city 
mayor (Jeremy Renner). 
Support cast includes Jen-

nifer Lawrence, Louis C.K. 
and Michael Pena. 

Anchorman 2 (PG-13 
for profanity, sexuality, 
crude humor, drug use and 
comic violence) Will Fer-
rell reprises the title role 
as the oafish broadcaster in 
this sequel which finds his 
former news team reunit-
ing in New York to work 
for a 24-hour cable net-
work. Returning cast mem-
bers include Steve Carell, 
Vince Vaughn, Paul Rudd, 
Good, David Koechner, 
Luke Wilson, Chris Parnell, 
Fred Willard and narrator 
Bill Kurtis, as well as new 
additions Greg Kinnear, 
James Marsden, Harrison 
Ford, Kristen Wiig, Meagan 
Good and Christina Apple-
gate, and featuring cameos 
by Will Smith, Jim Carrey, 
Kanye West, Amy Poeh-
ler, Nicole Kidman, Drake, 
Tina Fey, John C. Reilly, 
Sacha Baron Cohen and 
Kirsten Dunst. 

By Kam Williams
Mabel “Madea” Simmons is the 

moralizing, motor-mouthed sen-
ior citizen created and first intro-
duced on stage by the incompa-
rable Tyler Perry. The compulsive 
granny is a self-righteous vigi-
lante who can’t help but intervene 
on the spot whenever she sees an 
innocent victim being bullied by a 
sadistic villain.

At the point of departure in 
“A Madea Christmas,” the eighth 
screen adventure in the popular 
film series, we find her working 

as Mrs. Santa Claus in a down-
town Atlanta department store. 
The seasonal job affords the polit-
ically-incorrect impersonator an 
opportunity to shock kids and 
their ears-covering parents with 
a profusion of her trademark off-
color asides and English-man-
gling malapropisms.

Soon after she’s unceremo-
niously relieved of her duties, 
Madea decides to drive with her 
niece, Eileen (Anna Maria Hors-
ford), to tiny Bucktussle, Ala-
bama to spend the holidays with 
the latter’s daughter, Lacey (Tika 
Sumpter), the local schoolmarm.

What neither of them knows is 
that Lacey recently eloped with 
a likable local yokel, but failed 
to inform her mom about the 
marriage because Conner (Eric 
Lively) is white. She fears her 
mother might object to the inter-
racial liaison.  Complicating mat-
ters further is the fact that com-
ing along for the ride is Oliver 
(JR Lemon), Lacey’s ex-boyfriend 

who’d like to rekindle a little 
romance.

Meanwhile, Oliver has told his 

parents, Buddy (Larry the Cable 
Guy) and Kim (Kathy Najimy) 
about the nuptials, and they are 

arriving soon from Louisiana, so 
something’s gotta give. But rath-
er than come clean, Lacey enlists 
her new in-laws’ help in hiding 
the truth.

Unfolding in accordance with 
the age-old “One Big Lie” TV sit-
com formula, A Madea Christmas 
is a pleasant, if predictable, mod-
ern parable peppered with plenty 
of humorous asides. Tika Sumpt-
er and Eric Lively manage to gen-
erate just enough chemistry to be 
convincing as shy newlyweds.

But the production is at its best 
when Madea and equally-outra-
geous Buddy are trading barbs 
toe-to-toe. For instance, when 
he tries to tell “the one about the 
two rabbis and the black dude,” 
he’s cut off by Madea asking if 
he’s heard “the one about the 
stray bullet that kills the redneck 
for telling the story about the two 
rabbis and the black dude.”

Sassy sister squares-off against 
backwoods hillbilly for lots of 
harmless laughs!

“A Madea Christmas”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
profanity, crude 
humor and sexual 
references
Running time: 
105 minutes
Distributor: 
Lionsgate Films

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Tyler Perry (right) as Mabel “Madea” Simmons in “A Madea Christ-
mas.”

Independent & Foreign Films

Tyler Perry’s back in drag for Christmas
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FRI., DEC. 20
OBAMA CARE: DO YOU KNOW…  If you 
qualify for a plan on the New York Health Ben-
efit Exchange?, If you qualify for financial help 
on the exchange? The health coverage options 
available to you? and Get the facts on health 
care reform and what it means for you and 
your family. Join EmbleHealth and get all your 
questions answered from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Each event is open to the public and is being 
held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, 
Queens. Please RSVP by calling (646)476-1294.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Take advantage 
of this opportunity to meet one-on-one with 
Greg Johnson, EmblemHealth’s Director of 
Community Outreach and creator of the Care 
for the Family Caregiver Program from 11:00 
a.m-7:00 p.m. Family caregivers are welcome 
to meet with him for support and advice. Each 
event is open to the public and is being held 
at 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, 
Queens. Please RSVP by calling (646)476-1294.

PERFORMING ARTS: Manhattan Youth Bal-
let and Manhattan Movement & Arts Center 
present “The Knickerbocker Suite.” “The 
Knickerbocker Suite” is a celebration of New 
York City, its culture and the magic of the 
holiday season. Come and see the magic at 
the Manhattan Movement & Arts Center, 248 
West 60th Street, NYC (between Amsterdam 
and West End Avenues) in the Lincoln Center 
area. Tickets are $25 for adults and $20 for 
students.  Tickets are available at http://www.
manhattanyouthballet.org/performances.html, 
manhattanmovement.com/calendar or by 
calling (212)787-1178.  Performances:  Fridays 
at 7:00 p.m., Saturdays at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m., Sundays at 3:00 p.m.

SAT., DEC. 21
FALL WORKOUT: Join EmblemHealth Neigh-
borhood Care for a cardio workout that can 
improve your overall health and improve cir-
culation and endurance from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. We’ll also work on building muscle with 
strength training. Please let your doctor know 
you will be taking part in an exercise class. 
Each event is open to the public and is being 
held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, 
Queens. Please RSVP by calling (646)476-1294.

PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College con-
tinues with “An R&B Christmas” at 8:00 p.m. 
Hosted by WCBS-FM 101.1’s “Broadway Bill 
Lee,” this holiday concert will feature chart-
topping doo-wop and R&B artists performing 
their biggest hits along with some holiday 
favorites. Tickets are $45/$36 (orchestra/
mezzanine) and can be purchased by phone at 
(718)951-4500 (Tues-Sat, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.) 
or online at BrooklynCenterOnline.org.

PICTURES: Come visit Santa and have your 
photo taken with him from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 
p.m!  Enjoy face painting with Mrs. Claus, plus 

refreshments too!  Free and open to the public. 
Each event is open to the public and is being 
held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, 
Queens. Please RSVP by calling (646)476-1294.

SUN., DEC. 22
PERFORMING ARTS: New York Theatre Ballet 
announces Keith Michael’s The Nutcracker at 
New York City’s Florence Gould Hall, 55 East 
59th St., New York City.  Performances are at 
11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 3:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$35 for children ages 12 and under and $40 
for adults, and are available at online at www.
nytb.org, via Ticketmaster at (800) 982-2787, or 
in-person at the Florence Gould Hall box office.  
For more information, contact the Florence 
Gould Hall box office at (212) 355-6160.

PERFORMING ARTS: Manhattan Youth Bal-
let and Manhattan Movement & Arts Center 
present “The Knickerbocker Suite.” “The 
Knickerbocker Suite” is a celebration of New 
York City, its culture and the magic of the 
holiday season. Come and see the magic at 
the Manhattan Movement & Arts Center, 248 
West 60th Street, NYC (between Amsterdam 

and West End Avenues) in the Lincoln Center 
area. Tickets are $25 for adults and $20 for 
students.  Tickets are available at http://www.
manhattanyouthballet.org/performances.html, 
manhattanmovement.com/calendar or by 
calling (212)787-1178.  Performances:  Fridays 
at 7:00 p.m., Saturdays at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m., Sundays at 3:00 p.m.

MON., DEC. 23
ZUMBA: Join us for a dance-fitness class that’s 
friendly and fun from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. It 
uses the Zumba formula, with modified moves 
and pacing for active older people and those 
just starting their journey to a fit and healthy 
lifestyle. Be sure to let your doctor know you’ll 
be taking part in an exercise class. Each event 
is open to the public and is being held at 206-
20 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, Queens. 
Please RSVP by calling (646)476-1294.

SITTING EXERCISE: Join us for a DVD 
workout that can improve your stability and 
balance and help you stay mobile from 12:00 
noon - 1:00 p.m. It’s designed to develop 
strength and enhance your ability to perform 

the activities of everyday life, making it perfect 
for seniors: increase stamina, develop strength 
in upper and lower body, improve balance. 
Use of hand weights is optional. Please let 
your doctor know you’ll be taking part in an 
exercise class. Each event is open to the public 
and is being held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cam-
bria Heights, Queens. Please RSVP by calling 
(646)476-1294.

SAT., DEC. 28
FUNDRASIER: Join the Presentation Broth-
ers College Alumni Association New York for 
their annual end of year “Red and Black Affair” 
fundraiser at Crystal Manor 1460 Flatbush 
Ave. Cocktails will be served from 10:00 p.m. 
- 11:00 p.m. There will be an open bar, buffet 
dinner and dancing until 3:00 a.m. For ticket 
information, call Wilton (347)668-1708 or Eric 
(347) 526-6061.

ONGOING   
CURRENTLY - MON., DEC. 30
HOLIDAY BASH: The “Three Bears Holiday 
Bash” is a variety show that celebrates the 
holiday season in song, dance and puppetry. The 
audience also gets to join in on the fun with a 
“12 days of Christmas” sing-a-long during the 
performance! Showings are Monday through 
Friday at 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., with an 
additional 2:30 p.m. performance each Wednes-
day. Saturday and Sunday at 1:00 p.m. Ticket 
prices are: $7/children under 12, $10/all others. 
Tickets are sold at the door, only when available. 
To guarantee admission, purchase tickets online 
at http://www.cityparksfoundation.org/arts/
swedish-cottage-marionette-theatre/. The Cot-
tage is located in Central Park at 81th Street 
and Central Park West, just south of the Dela-
corte Theater. For more information, maps 
and walking directions, please visit http://www.
cityparksfoundation.org/arts/.

PASSPORT APPLICATION CENTER: Brook-
lyn Public Library (BPL) launched a second 
Passport Application Center at the Kings 
Highway Library providing a convenient facility 
for Brooklyn residents and new immigrants to 
apply for passports. Hours are temporarily set 
for 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and Sunday by appointment. Saturdays 
are currently closed until further notice. 2115 
Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11229. To make an 
appointment, call (718)230-2292 or (718)375-
3037 ext. 128.

FEATURING HOME REPAIR: Is your boiler, 
water main or roof in need of fixing? Do you 
need major repairs done but lack the finances? 
Now is the best time to fix it. Neighborhood 
Housing Services of East Flatbush, a not-for-
profit housing organization can assist you. For 
more information on our Home Improvement 
Programs, please call (718)469-4679 or visit 
www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

HOLIDAY BASH

FUNDRAISER • DEC. 28: Join the 
Presentation Brothers College Alumni 
Association New York for their annual 
end of year “Red and Black Affair” fun-
draiser at Crystal Manor 1460 Flatbush 
Ave. Cocktails will be served from 10:00 
p.m. - 11:00 p.m. There will be an open 
bar, buffet dinner and dancing until 3:00 
a.m. For ticket information, call Wilton 
(347)668-1708 or Eric (347) 526-6061.

DINNER & DANCING

SANTA PHOTOS
PICTURES • DEC. 21: Come visit 
Santa and have your photo taken with 
him from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m!  Enjoy 
face painting with Mrs. Claus, plus 
refreshments too!  Free and open to the 
public. Each event is open to the public 
and is being held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., 
Cambria Heights, Queens. Please RSVP 
by calling (646)476-1294.

HOLIDAY BASH: The “Three Bears Holiday 
Bash” is a variety show that celebrates the 
holiday season in song, dance and puppetry. 
The audience also gets to join in on the fun 
with a “12 days of Christmas” sing-a-long 
during the performance! Showings are Mon-
day through Friday at 10:30 a.m. 

and 12:00 p.m., with 
an additional 2:30 

p.m. performance 
each Wednesday. 
Saturday and 
Sunday at 1:00 p.m. 
Ticket prices are: $7/
children under 12, 

$10/all others. 
For more 
information, 
maps and 

walking direc-
tions, please visit 
http://www.cit-
yparksfounda-
tion.org/arts/.
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KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 
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By Tangerine Clarke
The recent haute cou-

ture show of preeminent 
Guyanese fashion design-
er Donna Ramsammy-
James was fashion poetry 
in motion. The pieces were 
whimsical in style, color-
ful in glorious splendor and 
gorgeous on the bodies of 
the models. 

This was one of the best 
collections ever unveiled by 
the designer who for the 
last fifteen year has given 
her private audience a rea-
son to stand and applause. 
Muujiza wa Amani, mean-
ing -“magic of peace”- was 
the themed 2014 collection 
that captured Ramsammy-
James’ designing sensibili-
ties, her multi ethnic roots, 
and more so, her love of 
Africa where she lived for 
many years.

The music of South Afri-
ca’s Hugh Masekela and Bob 
Marley set the tone for an 
evening of elegance in the 
picturesque courtyard of the 

designer’s secluded D’Urban 
Backlands home in George-
town. The eclectic blend of 
colorful garments stamped 
with the designer’s intricate 
hand painted trademark 
were cut from cotton and 
linen fabrics, and created 
for all shapes and sizes.

The Shape Custom Cre-
ations couturier designs 
from the heart, and this 
particular line honored 
victims of the recent mall 
tragedy in Nairobi Kenya, 
where Ramsammy-James 
said her daughter had vis-
ited just before the tragedy. 
This inspiration was evident 
in the sequence that opened 
show. The models sauntered 
on to the runway - centered 
in the luscious garden, wear-
ing cream outfits, etched 
with black painted designs, 
while covering their faces 
with African masks.

The resonant voice of 
former radio broadcaster, 
Carlton James – enriched 
the showcase and brought 

into focus the expressive 
mood of the designer who 
transcended her spirit into 
each piece of attires, to 
make the line spectacular. 

R a m s a m m y - J a m e s , 
methodically showcased 

earth-toned colors, of 
brown, purple and black, 
before she gradually bright-
en up her emotions with 
colors of green, pink, 
orange, yellow, red, blue, 
fuchsia and gold in splen-

did one-of-a-kind, timeless 
pieces.

“I think about my feel-
ings and what is taking 
place in the world at the 
time, before I create, said 
the designer who described 

her collection as top fash-
ion. The pieces are sold in 
boutiques in 17 countries 
around the world, includ-
ing London, Italy Florida, 
Trinidad, Jamaica, Barba-
dos and St. Lucia. 

The creations the design-
er calls wearable art, were 
embellished with gold, 
black and colored paints, 
to match the varied tex-
tile. The collection included 
male shirts, elegant skirts, 
and pretty floor length and 
mini dresses. Some of the 
pieces were layered, while 
others showed asymmetric 
hemlines. The ensembles 
exuded the designer’s exotic 
Caribbean panache.

The display of 141 pieces 
were fabricated to embrace 
peace and the environment, 
and accessorized with head 
wraps, hand-made jewelry 
and replicated leather craft, 
the designer once sold in 
her “Leather for Legends” 
store in Africa. 

Creations by Donna Ramsammy-James.   Photo by Tangerine Clarke

DESIGNING FOR A PURPOSE
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-

 
 

3007 Farragut Rd,  Brooklyn , NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand ave) 
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K I N G S C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338HUGE SELECTION!

Of Certifi ed
Pre-Owned Vehicles 

$175LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  C H R Y S L E R

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$25,500BUY
FOR

Stk #CA1422, MSRP $34,600. *Lease for $175/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 miles/yr. 
with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

Customers must qualify for Tier 1 credit. All taxes and fees not included. 

Must qualify for all rebates. Off ers expire 12/31/13.

*

Auto, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

$129LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE

$23,000BUY
FOR

Stk #JT14316, MSRP $27,490. *Lease for $129/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 miles/
yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

*

Auto, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

OR

OR

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

K I N G S  C H R Y S L E R  J E E P  D O D G E  R A M

COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
We Work Hard to Get You Pre-Approved!

COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!

$249
OR

LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
 LIMITED

$36,525BUY
FOR

Stk #JT14372, MSRP $41,275. *Lease for $249/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 miles/yr. 
with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

*

*

*

Auto, Sunroof, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali
West Indies Players Association (WIPA), 

has withdrawn its challenge to a High Court 
ruling, which has cleared the way for the 
West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) to negoti-
ate directly with players. 

Notice of WIPA’s withdrawal was filed in 
the registry of the Court of Appeal, Hall of 
Justice, in Port-of-Spain on Nov. 20. The 
decision also means that WIPA will now 
have to pay the almost one million dollars in 
legal costs to the WICB, which successfully 
won the lawsuit. 

By Robert Elkin
Jasper Savoy, Lloyd Morris, Marquis Rob-

inson, Montaniz Stills, Kazeem Otus, Dar-
rel Gooding, and Moquiez Headly all placed 
among the top five runners in the individual 
2013 Season Opener meet at Fordham Uni-
versity. All compete for the Fairleigh Dick-
inson University track and field team and 
shined on the indoor track in The Bronx.

Savoy won the 60-meter-dash in 6.7; 
Robinson placed second in the 400-meter-
run in 51.2; Gooding was in last place at the 
start as he was pushed back at the begin-
ning, gradually gained ground, moved up 
and took his first title in the mile in 4:24.l; 
Headly tied for first in the 60-meter-high 
hurdles in 8.4 all in the season opener to see 
‘where they ‘are’ and what shape are they in. 
After their events they wee all evaluated by 
their coaches.

They all compete under FDU head coach 
Sharlene Milwood-Lee and her staff in Tea-
neck, New Jersey. Ms. Lee has been coach of 
the track and field and cross country pro-

By Patrick Horne
The 2014 FIFA World Cup draw on Fri-

day, Dec. 6 posed serious challenges for 
the four CONCACAF teams that will play 
in Brazil come June 12. The 32 teams 
were placed in eight groups of four for 
their preliminary games, from which the 

two best from each of the groups will 
move to the second round, the start of 
the single defeat exit stage.

CONCACAF first-place finisher USA 
will compete in Group G, which seems 
to be this tournament’s group of death 
as it will tangle with Ghana, Portu-

gal and Germany. Second-place finisher 
Costa Rica will play in Group D against 
Uruguay, England and Italy. Honduras, 
which finished third in the region to get 
the last automatic berth, is in Group E 
to tangle with Switzerland, Ecuador and 

Faces Ghana for a third time in World Cup
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United States national soccer team goalkeeper Tim Howard makes a save during their World Cup training camp.

FDU shines 
in season 

opener

WIPA 
withdraws 

court challenge

TEST FOR TEST FOR 
USA  USA  
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners

available for Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

$159

B R A N D  N E W
2014 BUICK VERANO

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote Start,
Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control, Cruise Control

& Much More! MSRP $24,625

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

BUICK

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.
Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include  Loyalty Rebate Offer $1,000. ( GM lease vehicle must expire by 12-31-2014).  Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.
† Cosco memebrs receive special offers & will receive a Costco $500 Gift Card.  2013 Buick: Add tax & tags. 2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,995 Down Payment plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. All payments include GM Owner/Competitive/Lease Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500/$2,000. Conquest Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or
newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must own or lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.  GM Owner Loyalty: Must be a GM owner in the same household ’99 or newer. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 12-31-2013.

per month 39 months

BUICK

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment,
$0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit, plus
tax & tags. 10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

B R A N D  N E W
2014 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

LEASE
FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Bank Fee!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks, Bose Surround, Heated
Seats, Power Seat, Power Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

Lease Loyalty Rebate $1,000
Costco Members Included†

SPECIAL OFFER:

$199

B R A N D  N E W
2014 GMC ACADIA

LEASE
FOR

Automatic, AC,  8 Passenger, PW, PDL, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, 

& Much More! MSRP $35,260

Conquest Lease or Loyalty Rebate $500

per month 39 months
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In dismissing WIPA’s 
lawsuit in March, which 
sought to bind the WICB 
to comply with the Octo-
ber 2005 Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement (CBA) 
and Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU), 
for all negotiations with 
players to be approved by 
the union, Justice Ricky 
Rahim, rejected WIPA’s 
claim for US$10m ($64m). 
The judge found that 
WIPA’s claim was “gross-
ly exaggerated.” He also 
ordered WIPA to bear the 
legal costs of the WICB in 
the sum of $555,535.

WIPA claimed that the 
two agreements made the 
WICB incapable of unilat-
erally terminating a play-
er’s contract but rather by 
mutual assent or through 
a revision of the agree-
ments. 

WIPA claimed that 
the WICB had illegally 
attempted to unilater-
ally terminate the agree-
ments, which it asserted 
could only be terminated 
by mutual consent, revi-
sion of the documents or 
the dispute resolution pro-
cedure contained in the 
agreements.

Continued from page 47 

In this Nov. 19; 2013 fi le photo; the United States national soccer team poses prior to the start their friendly soc-
cer match between Austria and the United States in Vienna; Austria. Background from left: Omar Gonzalez; Tim 
Howard; Geoff Cameron; John Brooks; Michael Bradley and Brek Shea. Foreground from left: Jermaine Jones; 
DaMarcus Beasley; Alejandro Bedoya; Aron Johannsson and Jozy Altidore. AP Photo/Hans Punz; File

Carib track stars

WIPA, WICB at odds

grams for 15 years includ-
ing 11 as head coach and 
is looking forward to very 
successful seasons. She 
has nothing but praise for 
her athletes. 

Milwood-Lee has a 
background from Jamaica, 
West Indies, and brought 
a great deal of experience 
with her to the coaching 
position at the time.

Ms. Lee was raised in 
New Jersey, lived in Jamai-
ca, West Indies, for a while 
and moved to Florida for a 
while, as she and her fam-
ily bounced around, then 
came back to New Jersey.

“I lived in Jamaica for a 
year and a half,” she said. 
“My parents came to this 
country from Jamaica,” 
she said. “My father Solo-
mon Milwood-Lee, claims 
to have been a runner as 
he competed in road races 
in Jamaica. My brother 
Byron is still in Jamaica 
and my nephew Bryan is 
an 800, 1500, and 5000-
meter runner for Wolm-
er’s High School in King-
ston, Jamaica. My mother 
Loretta was not an athlete. 
My parents were born and 
raised in Kingston.

“I, myself, was an ath-
lete at FDU many moons 

ago,” she explained dur-
ing the Fordham Opener 
Meeting at the Lombardi 
Center on campus.” I ran 
under Mike Shea at Fair-
leigh Dickinson. We (My 
family) go back and forth 
to Kingston to visit.”

In 2004, she was induct-
ed into the Fairleigh Dick-
inson Athletics Hall of 
Fame.

“I didn’t run in Jamai-
ca, but I (know)  there are 
great runners and sprint-
ers in Jamaica,” added the 
veteran coach. “And dis-
tance runners are coming 
in. A lot of sprinters come 
from Jamaica because of 
the warm weather and  of 
the  good food. (Eventu-
ally) there will be other 
surges where the (athlete 
s) will be  moving into 
other events such as the 
800 and up and into the 
field events such as the 
throws, as track and field 
gets bigger in the coun-
try. Different athletes are 
doing a lot to bring popu-
larity to this sport nation-
wide and worldwide and a 
lot  of attention is given to 
the sport.”

More and more Carib-
bean people will be headed 
into the right direction in 
track and field and will 
expand their skills.

France. Mexico, which won 
the fourth play-in spot after 
defeating New Zealand, will 
take on Brazil, Croatia and 
Cameroon. In this column, 
a look at the USA’s group.

Of the four regional 
teams, the U. S. undoubtedly 
has the toughest road to the 
second round, and American 
coach Jurgen Klinsmann, a 
veteran World Cup winner 
(1990) and coach with his 
native Germany knows all 
too well about World Cup 
play. “Obviously it’s one of 
the most difficult groups in 
the whole draw,” U.S. head 
coach Jurgen Klinsmann 
told ESPN. “Having Portu-
gal with Cristiano Ronaldo 
and then Ghana, who has 
a history with the U.S., it 
couldn’t get any more diffi-
cult or any bigger. But that’s 
what a World Cup is about. 
It’s a real challenge, and 
we’ll take it.”

The U. S. A., which will 
be based in Sau Paulo, plays 
its first game versus Ghana 
(June 16), which eliminated 
it the last two World Cups 
(2006, 2010) and is making 
its third consecutive Word 
Cup appearance. U.S. goal 
keeper Tim Howard remem-
bers the defeats all too well. 
“I think the memory will 
still be very fresh of the 

loss in the Round of 16 in 
2010,” Howard told USsoc-
cer.com.”I think that will 
help us more than it will 
them. We’re a much strong-
er team than we were, and 
they’ll know that going into 
the game. We’ll look to set 
that result right.” Ghana is 
fast, physical, very skilful 
and has the mental edge on 
the USA; this team is a bit 
too much for the USA.

In Germany (June 26), 
the U. S. has a foe that has 
won the World Cup three 
times and has beaten the 

U. S. in the two previous 
tournaments (1998, 2002). 
In 2002, it was in the quar-
terfinal stage when the U. 
S. should have gotten the 
call against Germany for a 
hand-ball infraction on the 
goal line that would have 
given the USA a penalty and 
possibly a semifinal appear-
ance, but that is now his-
tory. This German team will 
match the USA work rate 
and is much better than 
the 2002 outfit; it will pose 
a major problem for the 
Americans.

Portugal (June 22) was 
shocked by the U.S. in 2002 
when the Americans came 
away with a 3-2 advantage 
in their opening game. The 
USA went on to make its 
first and only quarterfinal 
appearance in that tourna-
ment.  

This time around, Portu-
gal has one of the most dan-
gerous players in the world 
and a player currently in 
good form in Real Madrid 
forward Cristiano Ronaldo, 
whom many consider the 
best player in the world at 
the moment. Ronaldo will 
pose problems for a USA 
defense that is still trying to 
come into its own.

Said USSF president 
Sunil Gulati in a statement: 
“We’ve had a very, very 
good two years; the best 
two years in our history. It’s 
a tough group, but they are 
all tough groups at some 
level. If you want to advance 
in the World Cup, you have 
to beat some good teams.”

Gulati is correct when he 
says that to be successful in 
the World Cup you have to 
beat good teams, problem 
for Gulati and the Ameri-
cans, they are in a group 
with teams the has the 
USA’s number. The Ameri-
cans just don’t have enough 
to get out of this group.  

Continued from page 47 

Soccer for the fun of it

In this Nov. 19, 2013 fi le photo, Ghana soccer team 
poses prior to the start the World Cup qualifying soc-
cer match between Egypt and Ghana at the Air De-
fense Stadium in Cairo, Egypt. Background from left: 
Kwadwo Asamoah, Michael Essien, Rashid Sumaila, 
Fatau Dauda, Andr√© Ayew and Jerry Akaminko. 
Foreground from left: Asamoah Gyan, Harrison Afful, 
Daniel Opare, Majeed Waris and Sulley Muntari. 
 AP Photo/Ahmed Gomaa, File

Continued from page 47 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 
sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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West Indies head coach 
Ottis Gibson and Test cap-
tain Darren Sammy must 
be relieved of their posi-
tions after the disastrous 
performance of the West 
Indies cricket team in India 
recently. The team lost 
both the Test and One-day 
series. There seems to be 
a lack of selective abilities 
and an overall out-of-con-
trol stigma, which plague 
the West Indies cricket 
team. The decision-mak-
ing has been very poor and 
inspite of constant failures 
within the team and lack of 
success, no proper changes 
have been made. 

Gibson, a former bowl-
ing coach with the English 
team, has not been impres-
sive with the West Indies 
squad. Captain Sammy is 
yet to show his credibility. 
His decision-making has 
been very poor and con-
tinues to get poorer. It is 
not uncommon for both 
captain and coach to be 
removed at the same time 
because when England 
removed captain Kevin Pie-

tersen, the coach was also 
removed. 

West Indies cricket 
authorities must be con-
stantly diligent in restor-
ing respect for the team 
and ensuring that quali-
fied people always occupy 
the important positions. 
For too long the progress 
of West Indies cricket has 
been hampered by too many 
inefficient people making 
bad decisions.

DAVE CAMERON 
MUST ADDRESS 
SiGNIFICANT 
CONCERNS

When Dave Cameron took 
over the presidency of the 
West Indies Cricket Board, 
it was widely believed that 
some significant structural 
changes would have been 
made. Though some vital 

efforts have been made at 
the lower level for the devel-
opment of younger players, 
the senior team is not at 
the level it should be. 

West Indies bowling 
appeared to have lost its 
strength following the inju-
ry of Kemar Roach. How-
ever, this should not be, 
because Tino Best took up 
the challenge and showed 
his class as a developed Test 
bowler. He is controlling 
the ball much better than 
before and when Roach 
returns these two bowlers 
should create havoc for any 
top team. 

Shane Shillingford and 
Sunil Narine are West 
Indies’ specialist Test spin-
ners, therefore both of 
them must be included in 
the touring team. 

Narsingh Deonarine’s 
Test position is secure. He 

is an all-rounder who has 
shown that his talents are 
a contributory factor to the 
team’s success. He bowls 
a pretty good fast off-spin 

with good control and he 
picks wickets. With his bat-
ting, Deonarine has proven 
to be solid and capable of 
holding down a middle-

order position in Test crick-
et. Every effort must be 
made at all times to have 
the best players in the Final 
Eleven.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ Darren Sammy plays a shot for four runs off India’s Ishant Sharma 
during their Tri-Nation Series cricket match in Kingston, Jamaica, Sunday, June 30, 
2013.  AP Photo/Andres Leighton

Gibson and Sammy should get the boot

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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K I N G S C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338HUGE SELECTION!

Of Certifi ed
Pre-Owned Vehicles 

$175LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  C H R Y S L E R

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$25,500BUY
FOR

Stk #CA1422, MSRP $34,600. *Lease for $175/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 miles/yr. 
with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

Customers must qualify for Tier 1 credit. All taxes and fees not included. 

Must qualify for all rebates. Off ers expire 12/31/13.

*

Auto, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

$129LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE

$23,000BUY
FOR

Stk #JT14316, MSRP $27,490. *Lease for $129/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 miles/
yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

*

Auto, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

OR

OR

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

K I N G S  C H R Y S L E R  J E E P  D O D G E  R A M

COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
We Work Hard to Get You Pre-Approved!

COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!

$249
OR

LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
 LIMITED

$36,525BUY
FOR

Stk #JT14372, MSRP $41,275. *Lease for $249/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 miles/yr. 
with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest cash included.

*

*

*

Auto, Sunroof, Leather, Navigation, Heated Seats, Power Tailgate

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.
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THEME: 2013 IN REVIEW

ACROSS

1. Fancy tie
6. *Amanda Bynes wore a blue one 
in court
9. A woman at Harvard after 1977
13. Star Wars attacker
14. Big time
15. Artillery burst
16. Rhino relative
17. Brit. fliers
18. E.T., e.g.
19. *New prince of Cambridge
21. *Leno’s successor
23. And not
24. Dispatched
25. What hernias do
28. Yamaguchi’s court
30. *Football HOFer, ______ 
Jones, died
35. Web ____
37. Butcher’s cut
39. Eye _____
40. Truth alternative
41. One affected by Hansen’s dis-
ease
43. Deuce topper
44. Be in harmony
46. Urban legends, e.g.
47. Kitten’s plaything
48. *Kind of care

50. Rich soil
52. French “lake”
53. Place to moor a boat
55. Gourmet mushroom
57. Female peafowl
60. Jewish village, historical
63. Elks’ hangout
64. Augment
66. Fear-inspiring
68. MPH
69. Bull’s mate
70. Sheep-like
71. Hibernation stations
72. *Kourtney and Kim
73. Cause aversion

DOWN

1. *Jennifer Lawrence won for 
doing it
2. Smelting waste
3. Endure
4. *Satire newspaper that stopped 
printing
5. Reign of ______
6. “The Way We ___”
7. Gershwin or Levin
8. Blooper
9. “____ Me Maybe”
10. Assortment
11. Fifty-fifty
12. *___ Draper of “Mad Men” 
went to L.A.

15. Some chips are this, some are 
not
20. Done on a barbie
22. Plus
24. Biathlete’s equipment
25. Jerusalem’s ancient land
26. Cell phone bill item
27. It’s firma
29. Season to be jolly
31. Bohemian
32. Reef constructor
33. Met’s offering
34. *Boy group, reunited
36. Movie ____
38. Agrippina’s slayer
42. Boxer’s stat
45. Engraved
49. Clod chopper
51. *Cause of Chelyabinsk’s dis-
aster
54. Sweater style
56. Pet annoyance
57. *The new one is from Argen-
tina
58. “I Dream of Jeannie” star
59. Long, long time
60. Tailored
61. *Artist Banksy took one to New 
York
62. Country dance formation
63. a.k.a. acid
65. Ornamental carp
67. Unagi

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness

Family
QUEENS May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness

Family
BROOKLYN May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness
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