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MUSICAL CHEERS!

Inez Barron, a former State Assemblywoman takes the oath of office administered by the
Rev. Herbert Daughtry, to fill the seat for the 45th Councilmanic District vacated by her hus-
band Charles, the likely successor to his wife’s State Assembly seat. See Page 3
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Haiti, DR meet to discuss disputes

By Trenton Daniel

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Haitian and Dominican offi-
cials met Tuesday in an effort
to resolve mounting tension
between the Caribbean neigh-
bors that was reflected in a recent
court ruling that threatens to
strip the citizenship of people of
Haitian descent who were born in
the Dominican Republic.

The talks are part of a new
binational commission that aims
to discuss issues including com-
merce, migration, the environ-
ment and border security. The
countries share the Caribbean
island of Hispaniola.

But the main topic under dis-
cussion was a September court
ruling that threatens to revoke
citizenship from thousands of

people living in the Dominican
Republic who are mostly of Hai-
tian descent. They could be sent
to Haiti even though they weren’t
born there.

“The Haitian government is
asking for concrete measures to
be taken to protect the funda-
mental rights of people of Haitian
origin,” Prime Minister Laurent

Continued on Page 4

By Bert Wilkinson

The murder rate in Trinidad
for much of the past decade has
topped more than 400 per year
and violent crime has had such a
debilitating effect on politics on
the island nation that Opposition
Leader Keith Rowley said it had
much to do with the heavy defeat
of the then People’s National
Movement (PNM) in the 2010
general elections, and predicts
that a similar fate awaits Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar
and her cabinet with less than
two years left for fresh polls.

By the middle of this week,
police had recorded a stagger-
ing 19 murders in seven days
for this year; a figure which has
sent alarm bells through a soci-
ety that has already lived through

19 Murders in 7 Days

NEW HOROSCOPE
SECTION INSIDE

two coup attempts, gangland vio-
lence of various types and other
forms of unrest in recent years.
And up to press time, police were
also investigating reports of yet
another gun murder near a taxi
stand in the Arima area east of
Port of Spain, the capital.

Clearly shaken up by the string
of murders of infants, the elderly
and the young and able-bodied,
Persad-Bissessar called a meeting
of her national security team to
read the proverbial riot act and
to indicate that no more excuses
will be accepted by responsible
ministers and other top officials
in the sector.

“T have made clear to each
member of the NSC that they
would be held personally

Continued on Page 4
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U.S. health authorities have
issued a travel advisory for the
French Caribbean dependency of
St. Martin because of a mosquito-
borne viral disease that is appar-
ently being spread locally at the
start of the winter tourist season.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said it is
closely following reports of the
chikungunya virus among resi-
dents of the French side of a tiny
island in the northeast Caribbean
marketed as the
Friendly Island.

It’s the first
time the disease,
typically found in
Africa and Asia, has been reported
in the Western Hemisphere among
people who have not traveled
recently, suggesting that the virus
is now being carried by infected
island mosquitoes.

“Microbes know no boundaries,
and the appearance of the chikun-
gunya virus in the Western Hemi-
sphere represents another threat
to health security,” CDC Director
Tom Frieden said in a statement.

The World Health Organization
has reported 10 confirmed cases
in tourism-dependent St. Martin,
which splits the island with the
Dutch constituent country of St.
Maarten.
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Bahamas

Bahamas police were kept busy
over the Christmas season having
to deal with a murder spree, which
left four dead in a drive-by shoot-
ing in Nassau, Bahamas and sev-
eral robberies and stabbings.

Police said they are seeking the
public’s help for two suspects in
the shooting deaths.

Police said a car approached
a Nassau park on
Friday Dec. 27,
2013 and those
inside fired sev-
eral shots before
speeding off. Eleven people were
wounded. Nassau’s New Provi-
dence Island has experienced a
surge of violent crime in recent
years. The U.S .Department of
State says the incidents are not
directed at tourists but could place
innocent bystanders in jeopardy.

Barbados

The National Union of Public
Workers (NUPW) is calling for a
reduction in the Value Added Tax
(VAT) as well as a 30 per cent
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the key to farming

Kenneth Kerr, climate meteorologist at the Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service, ex-
plains how computer modeling is used to provide agrometeorology services to farmers.

IPS/Jewel Fraser

cut in the salaries of government
ministers as it seeks to avert plans
by the government to cut an esti-
mated 3,000 public sector jobs in
the New Year.

The Freundel Stuart adminis-
tration said that the plan to cut
public service jobs would result in
the government saving as much as
BDS$143 million and that the gov-
ernment had also agreed to insti-
tute a “strict program of attrition”
across the central public service,
filling posts only where it is abso-
lutely unavoida-
ble, over the next
five years, ending
2018-2019.

“This  attri-
tion is expected
to reduce central government
employment levels from approxi-
mately 16,970 to 14, 612 jobs — a
projected loss of 2,358 posts; and
savings of BDS$121 million. Over
the current 19-month adjustment
period public sector employment
will be reduced by an additional
501 jobs with a projected savings
of BDS$26 million,” Finance and
Economic Affairs Minister Chris
Sinckler said earlier this month.
The government said that the first
2,000 job cuts would take place

W

by Jan. 15, followed by others by
March 1.

Dominica

Dominica would need approxi-
mately EC$45 million to rebuild
its infrastructure, following the
passage of a low-level trough sys-
tem recently that caused wide-
spread damage and death in the
Caribbean, Prime Minister Roo-
sevelt Skerrit has said.

Skerrit, speaking to reporters
after a special Cabinet meeting
last week, said his administration
had also agreed on several meas-
ures to ease the plight of citizens
affected by the
weather system
that washed away
bridges, damaged
homes, business
and roads.

“We are talking about a total
sum, based on the advice on the
Ministry of Public Works, to be in
the area of EC$45 million (and)
for rehabilitation of infrastructure
and mitigation and to clean up,
we talking about a project cost of
EC$830,000.” He said.

Skerrit said Cabinet had agreed
people whose homes had been
damaged by the storm would

receive 100 per cent assistance
from the government. In addition,
the government has also decided
to pay rent for a limited period
for some families who would have
to be relocated, as well as provide
school books and other educa-
tional material to students who
suffered losses during the passage
of the system.

Grenada

A High Court judge has ruled
against admitting a former mem-
ber of the People’s Revolutionary
Government (PRG) to the local
bar.

Justice Margaret Price-Find-
ley recently ruled against the
request by Ewart Layne, even
though members
of the Grenada
Bar Association
(GBA) had argued
for his admit-
tance during the hearing.

In her oral judgment, the judge
made reference to Layne’s role in
the collapse of the Grenada revo-
lution, his subsequent conviction
for murder and the time served in
prison as the basis for her refusal.

Layne is one of the so-called
Grenada 17 who served 25 years
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in prison for murdering then left
wing prime minister Maurice
Bishop and members of his PRG
government. Others jailed were
Bishop’s deputy Bernard Coard and
his wife, Phyllis. Layne said that he
would appeal the court ruling to
the OECS Court of Appeal.

Guyana

Guyana is seeking help from
experts in Florida to help the
South American country properly
manage and develop its vast sys-
tem of national parks. Environ-
ment Minister Robert Persaud said
recently that he has held meetings
with officials at
the South Flori-

da National Parks
Trust. _...‘
Persaud said

Guyana also wants to improve its
environmental education cam-
paigns and revise its policies to
better protect and develop natural
resources. Protected areas in Guy-
ana include Kaieteur Falls, a sce-
nic waterfall in the country’s cen-
tral region that measures about
741 feet (226 metres).

Haiti

The Barbados-based Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB) says it is
providing a US$11 million grant to
Haiti to assist the French-speak-
ing Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) country improve access to
primary education and early child-
hood development.

The project, which will target
poor children as
well as enhance
equity and gov-
ernance of the
education sector,
will provide for
tuition waivers, student nutrition
and health, pre-service and in-
service teacher training, school
textbooks, multi-grade learn-
ing programs, and activities to
improve student literacy skills.

It will also support community-
based activities for school build-
ing and teacher training and will
improve governance and enhance
financial management and pro-
curement skills within the min-
istry of National Education and
Vocational Training, the CDB said
in a statement. It said the project
is an integral component of the
National Education for All Strat-
egy and would support the Opera-
tional Plan for Education articu-

Continued on Page 16




Deputy New York Consul General and deputy chair
of the Relief Steering Committee, Edson Augustus,
addressing volunteers, flanked by committee mem-

bers.
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Vincentian
storm relief
efforts continue

By Nelson A. King

Still very disheartened
by the freak Christmas Eve
storm that left nine people
dead and an estimated EC
$150 million in damages,
Vincentian nationals in
the United States continue
to work feverishly in send-
ing relief supplies home.

“I cannot find words to
express my feelings about
the Diaspora — not only
in New York but outside
New York,” Edson Augus-
tus, Deputy St. Vincent
and the Grenadines’ New
York Consul General, who
is also deputy chairman of
the Brooklyn-based Vin-
centian Relief Steering
Committee, told Carib-
bean Life.

“They (nationals) gave
sacrificially — not only
of their time but also of
the items requested,” he
added. “We worked as a
family.”

As relief operations on
Sunday wound down at
the center, which served as
the chief operating venue,
Augustus urged the com-
munity to bring supplies
to Standard Shippers, 3116
Clarendon Rd., Brooklyn,
for shipment home.

He said items needed
include pots and pans, bed
sheets, curtains, mops,
buckets, soap, deodorant,

furniture and medical
supplies.

Augustus said the first
shipment of relief supplies,
transported free of cost by
Amerijet, arrived at E.T.
Joshua airport in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines
on Jan. 2.

That shipment of 77
barrels comprised, among
other things, food items,
clothes, medicine, water
and toiletries.

Augustus said another
shipment —a 40 ft. contain-
er — of the foregoing items,
plus tools and shoes, was
expected to arrive home
later this week.

He also disclosed that
St. Mary’s Hospital in
Richmond, VA, has donat-
ed four, 400-lb pallets of
medicine.

Douglas Howard, the
newly-elected president of
theBrooklyn-based St.Vin-
cent and the Grenadines
Progressive Organization
of New York (SPOONY),
an arm of the main oppo-
sition New Democratic
Party (NDP), told Carib-
bean Life that his group
on Sunday donated 10 bar-
rels, a large box and a pal-
let of relief supplies to its
homeland.

He said the pallet of
canned milk and Milo was

Continued on Page 6

Inauguration Ceremony for
the Brooklyn Barrons

By Amun

The inauguration cer-
emony for the Honorable
Inez Barron, Council Mem-
ber for the 42nd District was
held on Friday, Jan. 3 at New
York City Hall in the Coun-
cil Chambers. It was a very
festive occasion. Food was
served for the first two hours
from 5:00 till 7:00 p.m., giv-
ing attendees an opportuni-
ty to enjoy the cuisine, have
lengthy conversations and
recover from effects of the
unpleasant weather. It was
bitter cold and the streets
and sidewalks were still cov-
ered with snow. In spite of
the weather the hall was full
when the ceremony started
at 7:00 p.m.

Peggy Iman Washington,
the Mistress of Ceremony
welcomed the audience
and proceeded to open the
program. First there were
the African drummers fol-
lowed by the Rev. Eyesha
Maribul Dance Ensemble,
and the pouring of the liba-
tion. There was an acknowl-
edgement of family, Council
Member Barron’s two sons,
Jelani and Jawanza and their
families were in attendance,
elected officials, John Lui,
Council Members Jumaane
Williams, Benjamin Davis

Mrs. Inez Barron and her husband, Charles during her inauguration.
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and of course Charles Bar-
ron, special guest, Mayor
Chokwe Lumumba of Jack-
son, Mississippi, Viola Plum-

mer, Brenda Stokely, Andre
Mitchell, Larry Hamm, Rev.
Dr. Herbert and Rev. Karen
Daughtry. Michael Tarif

Warren, Dr. James McIntosh

and many more. There were

remarks by Joyce Scott-
Continued on Page 9

Boehner open to

By Nelson A. King

Even as Caribbean
American Congresswoman
Yvette D. Clarke has reit-
erated her call on United
States President Barack
Obama to suspend depor-
tations to the Caribbean,
the Republican Speaker of
the House of Representa-
tives, John A. Boehner, has
signaled his intention to
embrace a series of limited
changes to U.S. immigra-
tion laws.

Aides to Boehner say he
is committed to “step by
step” initiatives to revise
the immigration laws.

In giving immigration
advocates new hope for

2014, the House Speak-
er has reportedly hired
Rebecca Tallent, a longtime
immigration adviser to
Sen. John McCain (R-Az.),
a long-time advocate of
immigration reform.

Immigration advocates
also say Boehner has hired
Tallent because of his pen-
chant to make an “immi-
gration deal” this year.

Additionally, advocates
say Boehner’s end-of-year
criticism of Tea Party
groups, accusing them of
losing “all credibility”, indi-
cates his plans on immi-
gration.

“The American people
are skeptical of big, com-

immigration deal

prehensive bills, and frank-
ly, they should be,” Boehner
told reporters recently.

“The only way to make
sure immigration reform
works this time is to
address these complicated
issues one step at a time,”
he added. “I think doing so
will give the American peo-
ple confidence that we’re
dealing with these issues
in a thoughtful way and a
deliberative way.”

Obama, on the other
hand, said he is open to
the piecemeal approach
on immigration favored by
House Republicans only if
it does not abandon com-
prehensive goals in legisla-

tion that passed the Senate
last summer.

In the interim, immigra-
tion change advocates con-
tinue to demand an end to
deportations.

“T have asked President
Obama to suspend deporta-
tions of non-violent persons
until we enact comprehen-
sive immigration reform
that permits these families
to resolve their legal sta-
tus in the United States,”
Clarke, who represents the
9th Congressional District
in Brooklyn, New York, told
Caribbean Life.

“In each instance of
deportation, families are

Continued on Page 6
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Kamla gets tough on
the security services

Continued from cover
accountable for any further fail-
ure to keep the peace and pro-
tect our citizens. And so once in
charge, the respective arms of
the respective security services,
they must perform. No shades
of grey, no excuses, no apolo-
gies. The government and peo-
ple of Trinidad and Tobago are
demanding results now. “Hav-
ing given these mandates and
effectively removed any room for
excuses, I will myself be very
closely monitoring and actively
following the progress made by
each arm of the protective and
security services,” she said.

The call to action came days
after fellow Cabinet Minis-
ter Rodger Samuel called for a
resumption of death-by-hang-
ing for violent criminals, as he
argued that it is possibly the only
solution left to deter criminals.
The head of government, how-

ever, said that there is division
in Cabinet and in other halls of
power as to whether hanging
would serve as a deterrent in
addition to the various levels of
appeal criminals have at their
disposal to delay executions.

“l can’t recall any
time in this country
a bloodbath taking

place like this week,”
The main issue was
the PNM'’s failure to
reduce the violent
crime.

To deal with the situation, the
police administration has can-
celled vacation time for officers
at every level and plans to deploy
additional vehicles and intelli-
gence officers to get a handle on
crime.

Violent crime has led to a
‘musical chair’ of sorts for secu-
rity ministers in the past 10
years with at least six serving in
the capacity. Each had vowed to
crush it only to be relieved on
their appointments in a matter
of months. Current boss Gary
Griffith has to take note.

As an indication of how serious
the situation is, Keith Rowley,
the man touting himself as the
prime minister-in-waiting not
only predicts the fall of the gov-
ernment at the hands of crime
but also said it had brought down
the PNM at the mid-2010 polls.

“I can’t recall any time in
this country a bloodbath tak-
ing place like this week,” Row-
ley said, attributing the party’s
heavy defeat to runaway mur-
ders. “The main issue was the
PNM’s failure to reduce the vio-
lent crime,” he said.

Persad-Bissessar says: ” Our
nation has seen an unprecedent-
ed spike in violence and mur-
der. This spike occurred despite
increasing efforts in focusing
resources, implementation, mod-
ified equipment, new technology
and police visibility.”

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment,
sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Finding a solution

Continued from cover

Lamothe said in a prepared state-
ment following the talks at an
industrial park in the Haitian
border town of Ouanaminthe.
“The Dominican government
made this guarantee.”

Then he added, his remarks
broadcast live on national televi-
sion: “The two parties recognize
that this subject was not neglect-
ed” in the talks.

The closed-door discussions
were the first of what will be
monthly meetings to discuss
trade, the environment, security
and the court ruling, which has
been condemned by the United
Nations, Caribbean leaders and
human rights groups.

Representatives from the U.N.,
Caribbean Community, European
Union and Venezuela will serve
as observers and lend advice,
Lamothe said.

The Dominican Republic’s
National Office of Migration said
it’s going to provide temporary
papers for Haitians who work in
the country, Lamothe also said.

Details will be discussed fur-
ther at the next meeting, sched-
uled for Feb. 3 in the Dominican
Republic.

The Tuesday gathering was
scheduled after a December meet-
ing in Venezuela at which Hai-
tian President Michel Martelly
and Dominican President Danilo
Medina agreed to try to resolve
tensions surrounding the court
decision and other differences.

Dominican officials had ini-
tially said they wouldn’t discuss
the court ruling, which they say
cannot be appealed. Dominican
and Haitian officials will have to
find a creative way to annul the
decision.

The decision from the Domini-
can Republic’s Constitutional
Court states that people born in
the country after 1929 to foreign-
ers living illegally in the coun-
try are not automatically granted
citizenship.

Human rights groups decried
the plan and the ruling, saying
that an estimated 200,000 peo-
ple could lose their citizenship,
the majority of them of Haitian
descent. The government main-
tains that only some 24,000 would
be affected.

Associated  Press  writer
Ezequiel Lopez Blanco contrib-
uted to this report from Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.

Our Upcoming Open House Dates:

Sunday, Jan. 26" 12pm to 3pm
The Last Day Of Our Discounts: Jan. 31
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Jan 20 #Day2Dream
Shareeka Elliott

JFK Airport Terminal Cleaner

"We know that there are airport workers
...who work their tails off and are still living
at or barely above poverty.'

- President Obama




Jan.10-16, 2014 - Caribbean Life * Page 6

Favorable climate for immigration reform

Continued from page 3
forcibly separated, leav-
ing behind a husband or
wife without a spouse or
children without a parent,”
added Clarke, who is the
Ranking Member of the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives’ Subcommittee on
Cybersecurity, Infrastruc-
ture Protection, and Secu-
rity Technologies.

“These forced separa-
tions of families are exces-
sive and has created a crisis
that has resulted in more
harm than good,” she con-
tinued. “The exercise of
excessive deportation is
inhumane and flies in the
face of the values and mor-
als of a nation established
by immigrants for immi-
grants. We cannot allow
this exercise to continue.”

In announcing the year-
end removal numbers, the
United States Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agency said Jamai-
cans were among the top
10 nationals deported in
2013.

ICE said the top 10
deportees were from Latin

|

American and the Carib-
bean, with 1,119 from
Jamaicans.

ICE also said that 2, 462
nationals from the Domini-
can Republic were deport-
ed.

The immigration agency
said Mexico continues to be
the leading country of ori-
gin for those removed, fol-
lowed by Guatemala, Hon-
duras and El Salvador.

The figures for Mexico
show 241,493 deportees;

Guatemala 47,769; Hon-
duras 37,049; El Salvador
21,602; Ecuador 1,616; Bra-
zil 1,500; Colombia 1,429;
and Nicaragua 1,383.

ICE said 98 percent of
the agency’s total removals
were convicted criminals,
recent border crossers, ille-
gal re-entrants or those
previously removed “in line
with agency’s enforcement
priorities.”

Clarke said “many of
these men and women have
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lived in the United States
for practically their entire
lives.

“Many arrived here in
their youth as children and,
in many cases, entered the
United States lawfully and
were granted resident sta-
tus,” she said.

Immigration officials
said the number of depor-
tees this year was 10 per-
cent fewer than in the pre-
vious year.

ICE said the government
deported 343,020 immi-
grants, from Oct. 1, 2012 to
Sept. 7, 2013, who were in
the U.S. illegally.

“I would bet money that
it will be done before the
presidential election of
2016,” said Sen. Charles
E. Schumer (D-NY), and
one of the architects of the
immigration legislation
in the Senate, referring to
possible passage of com-
prehensive immigration
reform.

“But I think there’s a
very good chance it will get
done considerably sooner
than that — in 2014,” he
added.

Storm relief efforts find
popular support

Continued from page 3
given, by a distribution out-
let in the East New York sec-
tion of Brooklyn, through
the efforts of Allyson Seales,
a member of the Relief
Steering Committee.

UN Ambassador, I. Rhon-
da King, also commend-
ed the New York Diaspo-
ra in particular for “their
response and the way in
which they have stepped up
to the plate.

“This is what nation-
building is all about — work-
ing together,” she told Carib-
bean Life. “This is what the
prime minister had asked
us to do in his Independ-
ence message (last Octo-
ber). “New York is certainly
acceding to that call.”

Meantime, the Brooklyn-
based Vincentian Ameri-
can Adventist Association
(VAAA), in collaboration
with the New York Consu-
late General, next Saturday,
Jan. 18, at 6:00 p.m., will
stage a gospel concert to aid
relief efforts.

The event, which takes
place at the Boys and Girls
High School, 1700 Fulton
St., in Bedford-Stuyvesant,
Brooklyn, features leading
Vincentian and Caribbean
gospel artistes, including
Trinidadians Wayne and
Devon Johnson, Pastor
Wendy Mitchell and Vin-
centians Theophilus Homer
and Evangelist Ellsworth
“Lifeboy” Quammie.

Popular, award-winning
gospel artiste, Bridget
Blucher, will be unable to
perform since she will be at
home at the time.

“We are our brother’s
keeper,” said Beverly Reg-
isford-Henry, the VAAA’s
president and event coor-
dinator, quoting a popular
biblical verse and repeating
the theme of the concert.
“Come and support a wor-
thy cause.”

Go to www.
(aribbeanlifenews.com

JEROME NEUMAN
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“You cannot find
this education
anywhere else.”

We are now accepting applications for
the Spring 2014 Workshop at Macy's!

If you are a woman or person of color
and own your own business, we invite
you to apply for the Workshop at Macy'’s!
You'll gain insight from seasoned Macy's
pros and Macy's partners, and get the
tools you need to succeed and sustain
growth in the retail industry.

Apply today at macysinc.com/workshop
PICTURED: Amber Lee-Forrester,

Kane & Couture. Past participant
of The Workshop at Macy's.

THE
WORKSHOP

AT MACYS
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Farm forecasts try to decode
a capricious Trinidad climate

By Jewel Fraser

PORT OF SPAIN, Dec 31, 2013
(IPS) - In the southwest penin-
sula of Cedros, one of Trinidad’s
driest areas, Jenson Alexander
grows the cocoa used for many
years by the British chocolate
giant Cadbury.

Dry conditions mean that he
frequently faces bush fires, a chal-
lenge compounded by increas-
ing climate variability that makes
it difficult to predict when an
extended dry season, and the fires
that accompany it, are likely to
occur.

“We are dealing with a sci-
ence that has large uncertainties
and 10 days ahead is very long
in terms of how the atmosphere
may or may not change.” -- Ken-
neth Kerr

So in May, when the Trini-
dad and Tobago Meteorological
Service (TTMS) began issuing
weather bulletins specifically to
keep farmers updated on expected
weather conditions, he found a
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measure of relief.

“Before, it was difficult when
you were expecting to have rain
and [instead] you were having
drought...and bush fires,” Alex-
ander told IPS.

The 10-day bulletins for farm-
ers that the TTMS issues have
considerably reduced the uncer-
tainty, he said. “Now we have
updates, we can plan better, if we
are having an extended dry sea-
son. So bush fires won’t affect us”
as they did before, he said.

Kenneth Kerr, a climate mete-
orologist at TTMS, told IPS that
“cocoa farmers have indicated
that they found the bulletins very
useful.”

Trinidad boasts some of the
finest cocoa in the world and
the makers of Cadbury chocolate
once owned and operated a cocoa
estate in the island.

Kerr is one of two meteorolo-
gists in Trinidad and Tobago who
produce 10-day forecasts geared
specifically to the farming com-

munity. The other, Arlene Aaron-
Morrison, is a trained agromete-
orologist as well as a climatolo-
gist.

Aaron-Morrison explains that
the work of a meteorologist dif-
fers somewhat from that of an
agrometeorologist. “The focus is
different,” she said. “A meteorolo-
gist focuses on aviation meteorol-
ogy while the agrometeorologist
focuses on agriculture.”

The decision to provide cli-
mate forecasts specifically for
farmers came out of a joint ini-
tiative launched in 2010 by the
Caribbean Institute for Meteor-
ology and Hydrology, the World
Meteorological Organisation, the
Caribbean Agricultural Research
and Development Institute, and
the National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services of 10 Car-
ibbean countries.

This initiative is known as the
Caribbean Agrometeorological
Initiative (CAMI).

Continued on Page 29

Inauguration ceremony

Continued from page 3

Brayboy, Inaugural Committee;
Andre T. Mitchell, Man-Up, Inc.;
Viola Plummer, D12 and The
Freedom Party, and the Charles
Barron.

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
of Jackson, Mississippi was the
keynote speaker and he gave a
very uplifting speech with lots of
anecdotes of confrontation with
racist situations in Mississippi.
He also laid out a guide for pro-
gressive political leadership indi-
cating that a good leader is also a
good follower and that you can’t
do anything without the support
of the people. Mayor Lumumba
is an attorney with a long his-
tory of Black radical activism.
He shunned running for politi-
cal office until 2009 when he
was elected to City Council in
Jackson. On July 1, 2013 he took
office as mayor of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The oath of office was admin-
istered by the Rev. Dr. Herbert
Daughtry and assisted by the
Hon. Charles Barron, the former
Council Person for the 42nd
Council District. Council Mem-
ber Inez Barron not only took
the official oath of office, but
also one from the community
pledging to continue to fight for
affordable housing, better public
education, opposition to stop and
frisk, and to continue to repre-
sent the poor and working class
of the district and their aspira-
tions. Council Member Inez Bar-
ron was elected with 96 percent
of the vote and she succeeds
her husband, Charles Barron
as Council Person for the 42nd
Council District, which includes
East New York and portions of
Brownsville and Canarsie. She
was formally State Assembly-
woman for virtually the same
district.
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LETTERS

A business owner’s
case for raising the
minimum wage

To the Editor:

What if we could create a
program that would strengthen
our tax base, make government
spending more fiscally responsi-
ble and provide a powerful finan-
cial incentive to low-income
workers? It sounds too good to
be true.

But it already exists and dates
back to 1938 — the minimum
wage.

When wages are too low for
even full-time workers to buy
basic necessities, workers turn
to taxpayer-funded programs
like food stamps and Medicaid.
A surprising beneficiary is the
low-wage employer who is being
subsidized by taxpayers.

It’s a perverse incentive pro-
gram. A corner business or giant
retailer like Costco that pays
a starting wage of $11.50 an
hour gets no government subsi-
dy while a store across the street
paying the federal minimum
wage of $7.25 is actually getting
a government handout because
it pays a substandard wage. This
does not make economic sense.

Unfortunately, the minimum
wage has been eroding for dec-
ades. The minimum wage under
Republican President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1956 was actu-
ally 18 percent higher than it
is today, adjusted for inflation.
We can’t progress as a nation
this way.

Back in 1914, Henry Ford dou-
bled the average autoworker’s
pay and reduced their workday
to eight hours in order to cut
turnover and enable them to
afford to buy the Model T. He
understood the crucial connec-
tion between worker wages and
consumer demand.

Too many business people
have unlearned this lesson and
our economy continues to suffer
as customers have less to spend
on the products businesses have
to sell. If cutting wages were the
answer, our economy would be
humming right now.

Raising the minimum wage is
a great way to boost consumer
demand because every addition-
al dollar that goes into the hands
of a low-income worker is very
likely to be spent, thus spurring
business sales and economic
growth. Our economy needs this
boost from the bottom up.

We employ hundreds of cus-
tomer service and warehouse
workers at Uncommon Goods.
Our lowest wage for seasonal
workers is $12 — up from $11
in 2012 and $10 in 2011. Full-
time workers earn more. We see
higher productivity and lower
turnover when employees are
fairly compensated. And as we've
raised our starting wage, our
entry-level workers have become
more financially self-sufficient.

Continued on Page 14
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Womenasa priority

By Patrina C. Jones, Ph.D.

When Leticia “Tish” James
strut onto the podium to be
sworn in as New York City’s 4th
Public Advocate, I was instantly
reminded of Sojourner Truth’s
own strutting to the podium on
another historic day in 1851 at a
Women’s Rights Convention in
Akron, Ohio to give her “Ain’t I
A Woman?” speech. Back then,
Women, Black people, and Chil-
dren lived enslaved to a sys-
tem that did not consider them
worthy of human dignity. On
that date, Truth defined the
reputation of a Black woman as
a public advocate with a power-
ful voice. She also encouraged
all women to see themselves
as extraordinarily resilient. As
the speaker remarked person-
ally, “I could work as much and
eat as a man — when I could get
it — and bear the lash as well.
And ain’t I a woman?” Truth
believed that this voice worked
best as a public service for soci-
ety’s most vulnerable mem-
bers. The public advocate, true
to her word, used her voice,
her power, to advocate for the
human rights and dignity of
her Black sisters.

Even before that, as early
as 1831, Maria Stewart, the
first Black woman to speak
on women rights issues in
the United States, suggested
through her public speeches
that the moral wellbeing of
Black girls and women must
be the priority of local states,
and of the Nation. In one her
most prominent speeches,
Stewart argued that we should
“let our girls possess what ami-
able qualities of soul they may;
let their characters be fair and
spotless as innocence itself.”
Stewart encouraged putting
into place positive support sys-
tems, including customs and
beliefs which reinforced respect
and equality for all classes of
women, safe and secure hous-
ing, educational opportuni-
ties, respectable employment
without discrimination, and

Ms. James, | pray
that you may be
an advocate for
Black women, for all
women, regardless
of class, sexuality,
race or any other
distinctive quality.

fair wages. Stewart used her
reputation as a public advocate
to platform the moral uplift
of Black women as a national
priority.

In this way, Ms. James is not
the “first,” woman of color to
hold such a position, at least
not technically. Her historic
“first” relates to her 2013 city-
wide election to replace Mayor
Bill De Blasio. Created in 1993,
the Public Advocate’s office
operates as a voice for New
York City’s citizenry. Section
24 of the city charter created
this office to provide oversight
of city agencies, and to listen to
and address citizen complaints
about city shortcomings. The
P.A. also serves on the com-
mittee to select the director of
the independent budget office.
While the office has existed in
our City for the last 20 years,
Ms. James joins a legacy of
female public servants who
for the last two centuries used
their voices to advocate for the
legal, social and moral uplift
of Black women. And so, as we
begin a new administration, I
encourage Ms. James to honor
her heritage, and its blessings,
but to also to continue to main-
tain this voice for women.

Ms. James, it is your duty to
ensure that our women have
access to healthcare, employ-
ment, education and housing.
This must be a priority from
day one. Ms. James, I hope that
you may present the urgency of
ending domestic violence and
violent crimes against Black
women, namely rape and kid-
napping. Ms. James, please use

this moment to fight for the
fair hiring of Black women in
respectable jobs at excellent,
fair pay, equal to their male
counterparts. Please use your
voice to give speeches signaling
the intention of the City to pri-
oritize the moral development
of a key voting bloc and demo-
graphic. You have a proven
record of getting the job done.
Your outstanding work with
the Legal Aid Society, and as an
Assistant Attorney General for
Brooklyn, ensured a champion
for low income children and
families. You've worked with the
Civil Rights Division to address
the NYPD'’s policy on Stop and
Frisk. You were an important
player in the council’s passage
of the Safe Housing Act (2007)
which required accountability
on the part of landlords to pro-
vide prompt and humane hous-
ing repairs. You also continue
to fight for afterschool funding
and services. This gives us high
hopes about you.

Ms. James, I pray that you
may be a voice for our young
Black girls. I pray that you
may be an advocate for Black
women, for all women, regard-
less of class, sexuality, race or
any other distinctive quality.
This has to be the priority of
your tenure and the test for
which your legacy will be deter-
mined. Will you continue what
your foremothers began of
using voice to advocate a safer,
healthier world for women?
You are a product of Howard
University, which T believe has
done more if not the most to
further the advancements of
Black women in our world. I
can name a few: Zora Neale
Hurston, Toni Morrison, Dr.
Tracey Walters. These fantastic
Black women remembered why
God gifted them with a voice;
they remembered why they
were chosen to become celebri-
ty; they remembered why they
were called to election. I mean
this both in secular terms and

Continued on Page 14
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A case of progressive or bust with Hizzoner

Whether or not he figured his
taking the reins in New York to have
such broad political reach, the new
mayor has found himself almost
immediately propelled into being
the national face of progressivism.
It is to Bill de Blasio’s credit that he
has all along not been the least bit
shy about baring his progressive/
liberal orientation and proclaim-
ing his intention to pursue policies
faithful to that identity. In so doing,
the mayor comes off as somewhat
of a maverick, bucking a trend that
has seen so many players, even ones
purportedly of liberal bent, shun the
label as something toxic for quite a
while now, clearly in the interest of
political survival.

In his bold stand as an unrecon-
structed progressive, de Blasio has
set himself up for a torrent of criti-
cism of his every move, most assur-
edly from sources on the right.
On the “Face the Nation” program
on CBS last Sunday, conservative
frontliner Peggy Noonan evident-
ly couldn’t contain her delight at
being presented a de Blasio-bash-
ing opportunity, taking it way over
the top to describe the mayor as a
“former Sandinista.” Instant que-
rying of that wild characterization
from a startled host Bob Schieffer

elicited from Noonan some muddled
modification of her original jibe.

If de Blasio’s demeanor since win-
ning the mayoralty is any guide,
he’s not about to be fazed by such
thrashing of where he’s coming
from. He used the occasion of his
inaugural address New Year’s Day
to reaffirm that his commitment
to adhere to a progressive agen-
da wasn't just campaign rhetoric.
“When I said I would be taking dead
aim on the tale of two cities, I meant
it,” de Blasio reassured his audience,
invoking the campaign theme that
was the cornerstone of his pitch to
voters, culminating in his lopsided
victory last November.

A focus on income inequal-
ity and, with it, an objective of all
New Yorkers earning a decent living
wage; a tax on the city’s wealthi-
est that would be specifically desig-
nated for extended Pre-K and after-
school programs; reform of what
de Blasio called “a broken” stop-
and-frisk program; ensuring basic
worker benefits like paid sick leave;
addressing an alarming number of
hospital closings that compromise
healthcare services in vulnerable
communities — those familiar talk-
ing points repeatedly enunciated by
de Blasio during the campaign will

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

be priority issues for his administra-
tion, the mayor insists.

In using his inauguration to set
the tone for the new direction he
would be taking at City Hall, de Bla-
sio pulled out all the stops, making
sure that the optics, in particular,
left no doubt as to how much of a
break from the norm he intended to
be. Helping to convey this were the
presence of Harry Belafonte as an
honored guest; rendition of a poem
that emphasized underclass New
York, as opposed to the gilded one
the establishment favors; and hip DJ
music supplanting the formal pomp
and circumstance trappings of such
occasions. It was a notable depar-
ture, too, for a young Latino Medgar
Evers College student to be assigned
the responsibility of introducing
former President Bill Clinton, after
telling her immigrant family’s story
of tenacity and determination.

Thanking Clinton, who admin-
istered the oath of office to him,
de Blasio noted that the former
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president “broke through” a couple
of decades ago when a conserva-
tive wave seemed to be sweeping
the country. Clinton did indeed
strike a significant blow against the
country’s Reagan-led conservative
thrust when he defeated Reagan’s
former vice president, George HW.
Bush, in 1992. But, sensitive to the
backlash potential of full-throttle
social and fiscal conservative mes-
saging, Clinton skillfully refrained
from going the in-your-face liberal
route, choosing instead to accen-
tuate the “new Democrat” model
that had boosted his ascendancy in
the party and secured his nomina-
tion. While, as president, Clinton
undoubtedly pursued a center-left
agenda, his term was not without
actions that riled the liberal wing,
his championing of welfare reform
one policy item always cited by liber-
al detractors. Fast forward to today’s
Washington and the pattern doesn’t
change. President Obama clearly
sidesteps any labeling of himself
as dyed-in-the-wool progressive/lib-
eral, notwithstanding policies that
place him in that camp. Of course,
not to be deterred, right-siders’ fre-
quent resort to the “socialist” tag
for the president is also in today’s
tapestry, but we're well attuned to

the racist impetus driving so much
of that.

Although the conservative cause
suffered a deflating setback with
Barry Goldwater’s humiliating
defeat by Lyndon Johnson in 1964,
it was no knockout punch for the
movement. There was no let-up
in the promotion of conservative
values, aided not insignificantly by
the religious right’s push to greater
influence in the political tug-of-war.
And at the top, Johnson’s being
succeeded by Richard Nixon, fol-
lowed 12 years later by the start of
Reagan’s eight-year turn, made the
liberal brand even more of a sideline
oddity. At the state level, the coun-
try is now awash with governors and
others unapologetically hewing to
policies designed to appease a con-
servative base.

Against this backdrop comes
Mayor de Blasio, gathering his
troops under a banner that reads:
“Proudly Progressive.” There’s no
telling how much of the mayor’s
ambitious goal of transformative
programming for the city culture
will be do-able. There’s no doubt
that pushback will be formidable,
even fierce. But for where he stands
today, applause is already earned as
a truly gutsy player in the arena.

If tomatoes are a fruit,
wouldn’t ketchup technically

be a smoothie?
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