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People s choice

Miss Jamaica, Kaci Fennell poses for the judges, during the national
costume show during the 63rd annual Miss Universe Competition in
Miami, Fla., Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015. See story on page 31.
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Caribbean agrees to new
energy security

By Nelson A. King

Caribbean countries have agreed to
new energy security with the United
States and other international part-
ners.

In a joint statement issued at the
end of an extraordinary Energy Secu-
rity Summit, organized by the White
House, delegates stated their “commit-
ment to support the Caribbean’s trans-
formation of the energy systems of Car-
ibbean states, to share lessons learned
through new and expanded regional
information networks, [and] to report
progress in relevant fora.”

They agreed to comprehensive,

planning-based and research-driv-
en approaches to energy transition,
including implementation of pilot and
demonstration projects, based on suc-
cessful models “so that individual clean
energy projects are part of a fully inte-
grated, climate-resilient energy tran-
sition plan toward clean sustainable
energy for all.”

For Caribbean countries, “necessary
and specific reforms”, including recom-
mendations from the 2013 CARICOM
(Caribbean Community) Energy Policy
and the outcome of the 2015 Domini-
can Energy Pact, were agreed to in sup-
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Five general elections scheduled

By Bert Wilkinson

At least five general elections are
scheduled to be held in the 15-nation
Caribbean Community this year
including three in the politically vola-
tile Southern Caribbean region but if
opinion polls are anything to go by at
least three could result in new govern-
ments.

First out of the starting blocks will
most likely be St. Kitts and Nevis as
Prime Minister Denzil Douglas Tues-
day night fixed Monday Feb. 16 as the
date when islanders will vote for a new
government.

Douglas, head of government since
the late 90s, will face challenges from
an opposition group, Team Unity,
headed by former foreign minister
Timothy Harris and including Doug-
las’ ex deputy prime minister, Sam
Condor.

The faction broke away from Doug-
las’ Labor Party several years ago,
complaining about his links to the
underworld, a well developed dicta-
torial management style, the imple-
mentation of a controversial dollars
for St. Kitts passport scheme, citizen-
ship grants to foreigners and general
widespread corruption involving high
officials.

Next in line most likely could be
Guyana, the mainland South Amer-

ican country that is home to the
region’s administrative secretariat and
one of the original founders of the
community.

Its general and regional elections
are scheduled for Monday, May 11 and
a concerted effort is being made to
oust the Indo-led People’s Progressive
Party (PPP) which has run the coun-
try since October 1992 amid credible
domestic and international charges of
widespread corruption, official bless-
ings of the narco trade and the use
of private hit squads to take out sus-
pected criminals among other mal-
feasant acts.

A Partnership For National Unity
(APNU), which the PPP defeated by
a mere 26,000 votes feels that it will
form a new government by May 12
when the bulk of the results should be
known. It is led by retired army com-
mander Brig. Gen. David Granger.

In the same month of May, voters in
neighboring Suriname, which is the
other geographical continental nation
in the regional bloc, will vote for a new
government on May 25, five years to
the date when former military strong-
man and two-time coup-maker Desi
Bouterse was elected president with a
decent parliamentary majority.

His National Democratic Party

Continued on Page 4
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Barbados

The Central Bank of Barbados (CBB)
said that the island’s economy is poised
to achieve growth of about two percent
this year up from 0.3 percent in 2014.

In an analysis of the Barbados eco-
nomic performance, the CBB said that
the growth in 2015 will be as a result of
tourism and construction activity and
the spin-off effects to wholesale, retail
and business service sectors.

It said the tourism
industry is expected to
benefit from increases
of nine percent and 20
percent in airlift from
the United States and
Canada, respectively during the winter
season.

The CBB is projecting an estimated
Bds$300 million of construction activi-
ty in 2015, mostly in the private sector.

The bank said overall economic
activity is estimated to have improved
by 0.3 percent in 2014. Construction
activity expanded by an estimated one
percent, largely on account of about
Bds$152 million in investment in tour-
ism related projects.

The CBB said that construction and
increased export demand for quarrying
products, contributed to the 21 per-
cent growth and mining and quarrying,
contributed. Solar generation capac-
ity grew by three mega-watts hours to
seven mega-watts hours.

But the CBB noted that the fis-
cal consolidation measures of the past
18 months have stabilized the foreign
reserve movements in 2014 reverted to
the normal pattern observed in 2010,
2011 and 2012.

The CBB said that the stock reserves
was Bds$1.05 billion at the end of
December, representing 14 weeks of
import cover.

Cayman Islands

Global News Matters, which produces
the fortnightly Market Dynamics Carib-
bean newsletter, has listed Health City
Cayman Islands as one of the top five
Caribbean investment opportunities to
watch in 2015.

During the recent live webinar enti-
tled, “Caribbean Outlook: Winning in
2015 and Beyond”,
which presented the
major highlights if &
regional investment
opportunities, Global
News Matters listed
the state-of-the-art Cayman Islands
facility as one of the five “Top invest-
ment projects to follow” in the upcom-
ing year.

Melissa Marchand, managing direc-
tor of Global News Matters, said medical
tourism is on the rise in the region but
there is a danger that organizations will
build facilities and then hope and wait
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Haiti. See story on page 14.

Remembering Haiti’'s earthquake

Head of the Bureau of Ethnology Erol Josue joins the other religious clergy during the memorial service in

Photo by Tequila Minsky

for patients to come.

“The sector has to be carefully
planned with Caribbean countries coor-
dinating to avoid costly duplication and
inefficiencies,” she said.

Marchand believes countries should
look as using the solid medical depth
and experience of Health City to iden-
tify complementarities that can benefit
other Caribbean institutions.

Shomari Scott, marketing director
of Health City Cayman Islands, said the
international hospital was honored to
be considered a top five “game changer”
for the new year.

Dominica

The Dominica Ministry of Employ-
ment, Trade, Industry and Diaspora
Affairs, in partnership with the CARI-
COM Secretariat, is developing a Carib-
bean Single Market Economy (CSME)
Communication Plan.

A recent workshop brought repre-
sentatives from the public and pri-
vate sectors around
the table to formulate
a strategic approach
for sustainable infor-
mation flows on the
CSME in Dominica.

The CSME Communication planning
workshop is part of a broader platform
to build capacity among public and pri-
vate sector stakeholders to develop and
sustain well packaged information on
the Single Market for use by nationals.
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In his opening remarks, Director of
Trade Matthan Walter reinforced the
importance of ownership of all Domini-
can entities which are responsible for
facilitating CARICOM nationals — resi-
dent or moving, through the adminis-
tration of processes, or in information
sharing about the CSME.

“Dominica has several achievements
in honoring its obligation under the
revised Treaty of Chaguaramas, as it
remains on the path towards sustained
regional integration... All authorized
restrictions on the free movement of
goods, services, capital and rights of
establishment to specified, identified
categories of CARICOM nationals have
been removed,” he said.

Grenada

Grenada police have launched an
investigation to determine how several
pornographic photos, some showing
school children have been posted on
the Internet.

The photos were first posted on
the social media site,

Facebook, but were
removed amid com-
plains they were in
violation of the Face-
book legal agreement.

But the photos are now appearing
on other social websites and the police
said they have received numerous com-
plaints from several people on the mat-
ter.

The photos not only feature students
from several secondary schools on the
island and who are under age, but also
young women from different parts of
the island.

Parliament recently approved the
Electronic Crimes Act that prohibits
the publication of child pornography
and pornographic materials online.

Anyone found guilty of contravening
the law is liable to a fine of EC$200,000
or to a term of five years imprison-
ment.

Guyana

Civil aviation authorities in Guyana
say engine failure caused a small plane
crash that killed a Canadian pilot and
another man over a remote area of the
rainforest last year.

The Guyana Civil Aviation Authority
said that investigators
concluded that the _ﬁ
Cessna Caravan expe-
rienced critical engine
failure while ferrying
fuel and other supplies
for gold mining operations.

Pilot Blake Slater and cargo handler
Dwayne Jacobs of Guyana were killed in
the January 2014 crash.

Canadian aviation authorities, the
U.S. National Transportation Safety
Board and engine manufacturer Pratt
& Whitney participated in the investi-
gation.

Continued on Page 24
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Brooklyn Borough President Eric

L. Adams. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Community

look forward

to Mayor BIill
de Blasio

By Vinette K. Pryce

There were no backs turned in
protest of the appearance of New York
City’s Mayor Bill de Blasio when he
appeared in Brooklyn to attend the
nation’s largest gathering held annu-
ally in tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

Instead, during the 29th anni-
versary commemorative, the city’s
number one citizen received a stand-
ing ovation with cheers that may
have boosted his approval rating to
new heights.

Unlike the tepid, NYPD reception
he met at Woodhull Hospital and
twice at funerals for slain police offic-
ers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu
who were killed execution-style in
the borough last month, approving
applause and welcoming whistles
greeted him following an introduc-
tion from the borough president.

“We love you!”

“And we love Dante too,” sponta-
neous voices shouted as he made his
way to the podium.

And with an embrace and hand-
shake — the former police lieutenant
and former president of 100 Blacks
in Law Enforcement Who Care —
the now Brooklyn Borough President
Eric L. Adams punctuated his mes-
sage of support for the mayor.

Tasked with emcee duties at the
Brooklyn Academy of Music, BP
Adams explained that de Blasio is the
CEO of the city.

“We did not elect the PBA (Police
Benevolent Association),” he ampli-
fied to an audience seemingly fully
aware of the rift that widened when
police union leader Pat Lynch said
he felt betrayed when the mayor
explained how he had talked with his
son Dante about possible confronta-
tions with members of the NYPD.

Una’s a phenomenal

womal.

By Nelson A. King

As members of the Brooklyn-based
Progressive Democratic Political Asso-
ciation (PDPA) on Sunday celebrated
the 80th birthday of former New York
City Councilwoman Dr. Una S. T. Clarke,
Jamaica’s Prime Minister Portia Simpson
Miller described the trailblazing Carib-
bean woman as “phenomenal.”

In her glowing tribute — read by PDPA
member Rose Graham, at the gala ban-
quet at Tropical Paradise Ballroom on
Utica Avenue in Brooklyn — Simpson Mill-
er called Clarke, who is also PDPA founder
and president, a “blessed woman.”

“And I am proud to call you my friend,”
the Jamaican leader said. “During your
lifetime, you have blazed illustrious pro-
fessional paths, including achieving the
distinction of being the first Caribbean-
born woman to be elected to the New
York City Legislature.

“The tremendous contributions that
you have made, as Councilwoman, to
education, children’s welfare, health,
mental health and economic develop-
ment, among other areas, are simply out-
standing,” Simpson Miller added.

Noting that Clarke has been driven by
her passion to see people excel in academ-
ics, the Jamaican prime minister said the
former legislator “worked tirelessly to
secure significant resources to upgrade”
the schools in her 40th Council District
in Brooklyn.

“And, for this, I salute you,” said Simp-
son Miller, adding that, through Clarke’s
“determined efforts,” she was also able
to expand services for the elderly, rebuild
parks and playgrounds, and enhance the
quality of childcare programs.

“Because of your hard work and com-

JA prime

minister

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke (left) pays tribute to her mother, Una.
Photo by Nelson King

mitment, several communities in New
York, as well as in Jamaica, have been
made a better place,” the prime minister
said.

“You have not only lived a long life;
your warmth and caring disposition as
an exemplary matriarch — wife, mother,
grandmother — are also worthy of emu-
lation,” she continued. “I, therefore,
commend your family [and PDPA] for
organizing this memorable celebratory
event to show their affection to you
and to reflect on your stellar achieve-

ments.”

Guyanese-born Hugh Hamilton, a
former Clarke legislative aide, noted
that his former boss has been “variously
described as the ‘Queen Mother’ and
‘the Doyenne’ of our Caribbean Ameri-
can community.”

Hamilton, whose tribute was read
by PDPA Secretary Joyce Henry, also
described Clarke as “a trailblazing and
visionary activist and political maverick
who proudly embodies the revolution-
ary spirit of her Maroon heritage.”

Candle light vigil for SVG minibus victims

By Nelson A. King

Despite the very frigid and rainy
weather, hundreds of nationals in the
New York metropolitan area last Satur-
day night participated in a candle light
vigil for the victims of the minibus trag-
edy in North Windward, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.

“Friends, we gather here, we come
together in grief, acknowledging our
human loss,” the Rev. Dr. Glyger Beach
told congregants at St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church, which hosted the
event, in Flatbush, Brooklyn.

“In pain, we may find comfort; and, in
death, resurrection,” added the church’s
pastor, who hails from Brighton.

“Remember, we're the light,” contin-
ued Rev. Beach, as ushers distributed
candles at the two-hour-long event.
“Where our people are suffering, His

(Christ) hands shall reach out. Light
sustains us. God be with us.”

Dr. Roxie Irish, youth minister at the
evangelical Miracle Temple Ministries
International in Brownsville, Brooklyn,
offered prayers for all mothers in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, especially
those who lost children in the accident.

Before praying, Irish, who is also
president of the United Vincie Cultural
Group of Brooklyn, referred to Isaiah
42:2, and asked all mothers in the con-
gregation to stand and place their right
hand on their stomach.

Isaiah 42:2 reads: “When thou passes
through the waters, I'll be with thee;
and through the rivers, we shall not
overflow thee. And when thou walk-
est through the fire, thou shall not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee.”

BQ

“Father, we lift up every mother
who’s lost a child (in the tragedy),” Irish
prayed. “Cover their minds; Father,
you're going to walk with them in the
name of Jesus.

“God, we want to glorify you; so,
Father, we want to thank you for who
you are,” she added. “Lord, have your
Holy Spirit look over St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.”

The Rev. Cornelius Olive, pastor of
Trinity Apostolic Church in the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn,
read Samuel 12:20.

Lennox “Skully” Hunte, a Seventh-
day Adventist Church minister in Brook-
lyn, alluded to Matthew 18 in stating
that “God is in absolute control.”

Hunte, an erstwhile popular mas
producer in St. Vincent and the Gren-

Continued on Page 9
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Caribbean
electioneering
In full swing

Continued from cover

(NDP) is the main political force in the
multi-party Mega Combination which
will compete with the New Front Coa-
lition Group that has run the country
several times since independence from
The Netherlands in late 1975.

Just north of Guyana and Suriname
is oil and gas-rich Trinidad and Tobago.
The mandate of Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar and her Indo-led Peo-
ple’s Partnership administration expires
on May 25 as well but she is yet to set a
date for fresh elections.

Like her counterparts in Guyana, the
main charges against the PP are linked
to runaway corruption, the enrichment
of a class of friends and family of people
linked to the ruling elite, the growing
power of narco traffickers and govern-
ment’s inability to stem a murder every
36 hours and an economy that is slowly
sinking under very soft oil prices.

The Afro-dominated People’s Nation-
al Movement (PNM) of Opposition
Leader Keith Rowley is likely to wrest
control from Persad-Bissessar if politi-
cal loyalties hold steady in the coming
months.

And just further north of Tobago lies

Suriname’s President Desi Bouterse.
Associated Press / Edward Troon

St. Vincent and the smaller Grenadines
island group. Its polls must be held by
December 2015.

Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves is
rushing to complete construction of
a new airport with a runway that is
adequate to accommodate international
jet aircraft. Like neighboring Domi-
nica, their main airports can only cater
to commuter aircraft and mid-sized
private jets, robbing the islands of the
chance of expanding their lifeline tour-
ists sectors. The airport project would
likely be Gonsalves’ main campaign
item sell to voters.
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Caribbean energy reform

Continued from cover

porting policy and regulatory environ-
ments that “facilitate the introduction
of new technologies favoring sustaina-
ble and clean energy that provide legal
certainty for investors and improved
predictability in price and supply for
users.”

Delegates also agree “where via-
ble” to alignment of national legal
and regulatory approaches to facili-
tate greater clean energy investment
throughout the region, provided that
countries can access finance and other
resources on affordable terms, “to set
the stage for future electrical inter-
connection in keeping with the goals
of Connect 2022.”

In addition, “where technically and
commercially feasible,” participants
agreed to promote and develop afford-
able no- or lower carbon electricity
generation through wind, solar, geo-
thermal power, hydropower, bioen-
ergy, ocean energy, energy recovery
from waste, and other clean energies,
and energy efficiency measures.

They recognized also that alterna-
tive fuels, such as natural gas, can
play a “useful bridging role.”

Delegates also concurred on “open,
transparent, competitive and crite-
ria-based processes, including liber-
alization where cost effective, to pro-
cure energy investment and facilitate
access to finance for cleaner and

climate resilient energy projects and
infrastructure.”

Summit participants included the
governments of Antigua and Barbuda,
Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Canada, Colombia, Curacao, Domi-
nica, Dominican Republic, France,
Germany, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti,
Jamaica, Mexico, New Zealand, Spain,
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, United King-
dom and United States.

Other participants comprised the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Secretariat, Caribbean Development
Bank, European Union, Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank Group, Inter-
national Renewable Energy Agency,
Organization of American States, and
the World Bank Group.

Delegates recognized that energy
security, access to energy, economic
development, environmental and cli-
mate goals benefit from and contrib-
ute to sustainable, modern, clean and
diversified energy sectors.

They, therefore, reaffirmed their
commitment to support access to
“sustainable, reliable, and affordable
energy services, with a particular focus
on cleaner alternative energy resourc-
es, for all citizens in the region,” the
statement said.
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Marijuana
reform hill
ready

By David McFadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) _
Jamaica’s Cabinet has approved
a much-anticipated bill of drug
law amendments that would
decriminalize possession of
small amounts of pot and pave
the way for a legal medical mari-
juana industry on the Caribbean
island, the justice minister said
Wednesday.

Following the Cabinet’s
authorization, Justice Minister
Mark Golding said he expects to
introduce the legislation in the
Senate by the end of this week.
Debate could start before the end
of the month in the pot-steeped
country where the drug, known
popularly as “ganja,” has long
been culturally entrenched but
illegal.

Golding said the bill would
establish a “cannabis licensing
authority” to deal with the vari-
ous regulations needed to cul-
tivate, sell and distribute mari-
juana for medical, scientific and
therapeutic purposes.

“We need to position our-

In this Aug. 29, 2013, file photo, farmer Breezy shows off the
distinctive leaves of a marijuana plant during a tour of his
plantation in Jamaica’s central mountain town of Nine Mile.

Associated Press / David McFadden, File

selves to take advantage of the
significant economic opportu-
nities offered by this emerging
industry,” Golding said.

It would make possession of 2
ounces or less a ticketable offense
that would not result in a crimi-
nal record. Cultivation of five or
fewer plants on any premises
would be permitted. Rastafar-
jans who use marijuana as a
sacrament could also legally use
cannabis for religious purposes
for the first time in Jamaica,
where the spiritual movement
was founded in the 1930s.

For decades, debate has raged
in Jamaica over relaxing laws
prohibiting ganja. But now, with
a number of countries and U.S.
states relaxing their marijuana

laws the Jamaican government
is advancing reform plans.

Golding stressed that the
government will not soften its
stance on transnational drug
trafficking and it intends to
use a portion of revenues from
its new licensing authority to
support a public education
campaign to discourage pot
smoking by youngsters and
mitigate public health conse-
quences.

The head of Jamaica’s Can-
nabis Commercial and Medici-
nal Research Taskforce said he
expected the bill to be passed
soon in Parliament, where
Prime Minister Portia Simpson
Miller’s governing party holds
a 2-tol majority.
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St. Kitts paves way
for general elections

By Nelson A. King

Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis Dr. Denzil Douglas
on Friday announced he had
advised Gov. Gen. Sir Edmund
Wickham Lawrence to dis-
solve Parliament with imme-
diate effect, paying the way
for general elections in the
twin-island federation.

“Fellow citizens, earlier
today the Parliament of St.
Christopher and Nevis, the
National Assembly met in
emergency session to debate
the draft proclamation that
was laid before it pursuant to
the provisions of subsection
3 or 5 of Section 50 of the
Constitution of St. Christo-
pher (St. Kitts) and Nevis,”
said Douglas in making the
announcement on the steps
of Government Headquarters
in Basseterre, the St. Kitts
capital.

He said the draft proclama-
tion was approved by resolu-

tion of the National Assem-
bly.

“Subsequently, the draft
proclamation with accom-
panying resolution was sub-
mitted to His Excellency
the Governor General and a
proclamation in the terms of
the recommended draft was
gazetted today, Jan. 16, 2015,”
Douglas said.

“I hereby now announce
that I have advised His Excel-
lency the Governor General
to dissolve the Parliament,
the National Assembly, effec-
tive today, Jan. 16, 2015 to
give effect to the proclama-
tion which has realigned the
constituency boundaries of
St. Christopher and Nevis,”
he added.

“The date of the General
Election in St. Christopher
and Nevis shall therefore be
announced at a later date,”
he added.
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OR SAT ‘TIL TPM OR SUN ‘TIL 3PM WITH YOUR MACY'S CARD OR PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL!
ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & SELECT HOME ITEMS  SaeiZa R =S I RR RN
FINE & FASHION JEWELRY & SELECT HOME ITEMS
EXTRA 10% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, COATS,
YOUR PU RCHASE OF $25 OR MORE- Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs,
VALID 2/6 ‘TIL IPM OR 2/7 ‘TIL TPM OR 2/8/2015 ‘TIL 3PM. electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift
extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES.
TEXT "CPN"” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!
value and m eemed for | consent is not required to make a purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 for help.
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp Privacy policy at macys.com/privacypolicy
TEXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE SAVINGS PASSES.
FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 15% OR 10% OFF!
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS
SUPER SATURDAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 2/6-2/8/2015.
A OPEN A MACY'S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 15% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy's credit card is available subject to credit

i - --------------------------- 3 |
* MOCY5 WOW! $10 OFF K TIOCYS WOW! PASS
(CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS) EXTR a -I 5% OFF
$1 O O I I SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS, PLUS
SUITS, DRESSES, IMPULSE, INTIMATES, SWIM FOR HER; MEN'S SUIT
SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS; SELECT SHOES
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTO cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts.,
e : speial purchases, services. Exclusions may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon,
Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply. By texting CPN from my mobile number, | agree to receive
marketing text messages generated by an automated dialer from Macy’s to this number. | understand that
AL (I o ez
00003903107518020113 00003903100318121110
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. USE PROMO CODE: SUPER FOR EXTRA SAVINGS; OFFER VALID 2/6-2/8/20186.
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. U.S. ONLY.
BOE2E®
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food
& wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.
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AAA FAMILY DENTAL

www.bronxdentistny.com

The Answer To All Your Dental Problems Is Complete Dental Care

Just Remodeled And Expanded With Brand New Office
Equipment And Modern Sterilization. WE

All Unions, Insurance And Medicaid Welcomed. ‘
Four Doctors On Staff, Choose The One You Like.
Come And Check Us Out!! KIDS

Reasonable Fees Quality Dentistry

Dr. Serge Sandler, D.D.S.

3366 Boston Road (2 Blocks North of Gun Hill Reoad)

(718) 547-5280

FREE CONSULTATION

= All Union & Insurance Plans Accepted
Local 1500, 338, 530, 1180, PBA, 1199, CSEA, DDS - Locals, Aetna, Met Life, Guardian,
DC-37, GHI, UFT, 237, Carpenters, Marble Workers, Blue Cross, NYNEX
and Many More

Medicaid, Fidelis, Metro Plus, New York Presbyterian, GHI HMO welcomed

= Natural Colored Fillings = Cosmetic Dentistry (bonding & laminates)
* Denture Repairs While You Wait - Replace Missing Teeth While You Wait

English, Russian & Spanish Spoken » Se Habla Espariol
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Vincentians
offer prayer
for victims

Continued from page 3

adines, described the tragedy
as devastating and reflected
also on the Christmas 2013
freak storm that left at least
seven people dead and a trail
of damage and destruction.

“But, we must say ‘God is
in control’, and we ought to be
prepared,” he said.

Among dignitaries who
attended the vigil were: United
Nations Ambassador I. Rhonda
King; New York Counsel Gener-
al Selmon Walters; Deputy New
York Counsel General Sehon
Marshall; former New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP) minister and
counsellor at the Mission to the
United Nations Bernard Wyllie;
and Laverne McDowald-Thomp-
son, president of the Brooklyn-
based Council of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A. Inc. (COSAGO),
the umbrella Vincentian group
in the United States.

After the congregation ren-
dered “How Great Thou Art”,
St. Mark’s United Methodist

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church Praise Team at the

candle light vigil.

Photo by Nelson A. King

Church Praise and Worship
Team brought more solemnity
with “You Raise Me Up” and
“You are My Strength (When I
am Weak).”

A number of Vincentian
gospel artistes also sang prais-
es before and during the light-
ing of the candles.

They comprised: Stephen
Mayers (“People Need The
Lord”); Andean Charles (“What
Don’t Kill Will Make You
Stronger”); Garfield Bowens
(“Ride  Out The Storm”);
Kathleen Hills (“One Day at
a Time”); Monodel Ollivierre
(“Beulah Land”); and Cherise
King (“Hold Fast Your God”).

With the candles lit, the

gospel artistes led the congre-
gation with “It Only Takes a
Spark,” “Hold Out the Candle,”
“My Heart, My Soul Belongs
to You,” and “It is Well with
My Soul.”

Congregants danced and
shouted “Allelujah” with the
singing of songs/ hymns.

A congregant in the back
pew also wailed as the names
of some of the victims scrolled
on the screen behind the altar:
“Annique Alexander — 11 years
old; Chaustacia Stay (missing),
15 years old; Glenroy Michael,
12 years old; Jamalie Edwards,
14 years old; Racquel Ashton,
18 years old; Simonique Bal-
lantyne (missing).”

CAL pilots suspended

By Azad Ali

The two pilots of the Car-
ibbean Airlines Limited (CAL)
flight, which almost collided
with a JetBlue plane at JFK
International Airport in New
York last Saturday night, have
been taken off duties, pending
the outcome of an investiga-
tion.

This was confirmed by direc-
tor of the Trinidad and Toba-
go Civil Aviation Authority
(TTCAA) Ramesh Lutchmedial
in a news release.

He did not say whether they
are on suspension.

He noted, though, that safety
inspectors of the TTCAA are
expected to meet with Feder-
al Aviation Administration Air
Traffic Control (ATC) officials
at JFK Airport to determine the
facts surrounding the incident.

He said CAL is fully co-oper-
ating with the investigators.

The JetBlue passenger flight
1295, which was bound for
Texas, was forced to abort its
take-off after BW526 shot across
the runway in front its path.

Reports have stated the CAL
flight had landed on runway
22L of JFK at 10:27 p.m. follow-
ing a flight from Cheddi Jagan
International Airport in Guy-

ana.

Its pilots were instructed by
air traffic controllers to “hold
short” or stop before the par-
allel runway (22R) on which
JetBlue 1295 was about to gain
speed for take-off.

According to a
transcript of the ATC
instructions, the CAL

pilots were warned
on three occasions to
stop.

According to a transcript of
the ATC instructions, the CAL
pilots were warned on three
occasions to stop.

At 10.30 p.m, the final warn-
ing was given: “Caribbean 526,
hold short... 526 STOP!”

The CAL pilots never respond-
ed and as a result JetBlue 1295
was immediately told to abort
take-off to avoid a collision.

There were no injuries to
passengers and both planes
were not damaged. The JetBlue,
an Airbus320, returned to the
gate and took off for Austin,
Texas three hours later.

In the news release, CAL said
it was taking the alleged inci-
dent very seriously.
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My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Gare has the solution! COPAP Program

‘ Why CDPAP?

Our Consumer Directed
Personal Assistance Program allows individuals
more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.

* Friends < Family < Neighbors
No Certificate Needed

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (22'73) Ask for Ron
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Two kinds of income
inequality

By Sheldon Richman

Income inequality is back
in the news, propelled by an
Oxfam International report
and President Barack Obama’s
State of the Union address. The
question is whether govern-
ment needs to do something
about this — or whether gov-
ernment needs to undo many
things.

Measuring income inequal-
ity is no simple thing, which
is one source of disagreement
between those who think ine-
quality is a problem and those
who think it isn’t. But it is
possible to cut through the
underbrush and make some
points clear.

We can identify two kinds
of economic inequality, and
let’s keep this in mind as we
contemplate what, if anything,
government ought to do.

The first kind we might call
market inequality. Individuals
differ in many ways, including
energy, ambition, and ingenu-
ity. As a result, in a market-
oriented economy some peo-
ple will be better than others
at satisfying consumers and
will hence tend to make more
money. The only way to pre-
vent that is to interfere forcibly
with the results of peaceful,
positive-sum transactions in
the marketplace. Since inter-
ference discourages the pro-
duction of wealth, the equality
fostered through violence will
be an equality of impoverish-
ment.

Is it better that people be
equally poor or unequally
affluent? This is the important
question that political philoso-

pher John Tomasi, author of
Free Market Fairness, puts to
his classes at Brown University.
Would they prefer a society in
which everyone has the same
low income, or one in which
incomes vary, perhaps wide-
ly, but the lowest incomes are
higher than the equal income
of the first society?

Which would you choose?
Let’s remember that it is entire-
ly possible for the poorest in a
society to become richer even
as the gap between the richest
and poorest grows. Imagine an
accordion-like elevator that is
rising as a whole while being
stretched out, putting the floor
further from the ceiling. Would
such a society be objectionable?
Why is the relative position of
the poorest more important
than their absolute position?
Is concern about relative posi-
tions nothing more than envy?

We could argue about that
all day, but a much more
urgent subject is political-eco-
nomic inequality. This is the
inequality fostered through the
political system. Since govern-
ment’s distinctive feature is its
claimed authority to use force
aggressively (as opposed to
defensively), this second sort of
inequality is produced by vio-
lence, which on its face should
make it abhorrent.

Political-economic systems
throughout the world, includ-
ing ones typically thought to
be market-oriented (or “capi-
talist”), such as in the United
States, are in fact built on deep-
ly rooted and long-established
systems of privilege. Favors,

Continued on Page 12
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A new era of hemispheric
cooperation Is possible

By Luis Almagro

MONTEVIDEO, Jan. 18,
2015 (IPS) - Two decades
after the first Summit of the
Americas, a lot has changed
in the continent and it has
been for the good. Today,
a renewed hemispheric dia-
logue without exclusions is
possible.

Back in the mid-1990s,
at the time of the Miami
summit, it was the time of
imported consensus, mod-
els of economic and social
development  exclusively
based on the market and
its supposed perfect alloca-
tion of resources through
the invisible hand.

Hidden under a develop-
ment rationale, the great-
est wave of privatisation and
deregulation took over the
continent. The role of the
state was reduced to be a
facilitator of a process based
on the principle of surviv-
al of the fittest. Solidarity,
equity and justice were all
values from the past and
poverty a necessary collat-
eral damage.

However, these values
were in the top of the minds
of the people of the hem-
isphere, who turned their
backs to these policies and
instead during the past 15
years, have forcefully sup-
ported the alternatives that
combine economic growth
with social inclusion, broad-
ening opportunities for all
citizens.

Economic growth went
hand in hand with social
inclusion, adding millions
to the middle class — which
today accounts for 34 per-
cent of Latin Americans —
surpassing the number of
poor for the first time in the
history.

Today, all voices
count, and if
they do not, they
will have to. The
powerful club of
the G8 turned into
the G20.

If this was possible it was
because governments added
to the invisible hand of the
market, the very visible
hand of the state.

And this took place with-
in the context of the worst
post war global financial
crisis that led to an unprec-
edented recession in the
United States and Europe,
which the latter still strives
to leave behind.

Growth with social equity
turned out to be the new
regional consensus.

Today, this binds the
region together.

Today, conditions are
present to set up a more
realistic cooperation in the
Americas, where all mem-
bers could partner in equal
conditions, from the most
powerful to the smallest
islands in the Caribbean.

Today, nobody holds
the monopoly over what
works or does not; neither
can anybody impose mod-
els because the established
truths have crashed against
reality. While in the 1990s
social exclusion in domestic
policies and voice exclusion
at the international level
were two sides of the same
token, this in not any longer
acceptable.

Today, all voices count,
and if they do not, they will
have to. The powerful club
of the G8 turned into the

G20; still, this is not enough
to embrace the new reality
of our hemisphere.

To the existing bodies,
the region has added in this
past decade the dynamic
UNASUR in South America
and CELAC in the Ameri-
cas, thus leaving the OAS as
the only place for dialogue
among all countries of the
Americas, whether large,
medium, small, powerful or
vulnerable.

But, governmental or
inter-governmental actors
by themselves are not the
only answer to the problems
of today’s world. Non-state
actors of the non-govern-
mental world, the private
sector, trade unions and
social organisations must
be part of the process.

Leaders need to interpret
the time in order to gener-
ate an agenda for progress,
but progress that is tangible
for people, for citizens, to
whom we are accountable

to.

Therefore, in a more
uncertain  international
economic  environment,

we should focus on main-
taining and expanding our
social achievements and a
new spirit of cooperation in
the Americas can be instru-
mental for that.

The Summit of the Amer-
icas in Panama, in April
2015, may be the begin-
ning of this new process of
confidence building, where
all countries can feel they
can benefit from a coopera-
tive agenda. This will be a
historical moment because
this time there will be no
exclusions.

The recent good news on
the diplomatic front related

Continued on Page 12
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Dems not blameless in GOP Capitol gains

Speaker John Boehner was
constrained to remark in a
TV interview the other day
that President Obama, during
his recent State of the Union
address, was looking out on
members from the House and
Senate that included 80 more
Republicans than the last time
he had done his State of the
Union routine. Boehner’s beef
— that the president’s speech
should have reflected in tone
and content the new Republi-
can plurality, but didn’t — was
of course no excuse for the
scowl the speaker wore on his
face while sitting in back of the
president for the entire hour or
so of the address. But it does
underscore a need to follow
up on our comments last time
around about the healthy GOP
majority of Boehner’s boast,
and the distorted picture it
paints of political reality across
the landscape. And the role
Democrats have accommodat-
ingly played in facilitating this.

If last year’s midterm results
didn’t light a fire, not under the
average Democratic voter (since
that clearly looks to be a stretch),
but under those who consider
themselves party leaders, heaven

only knows what else would. The
presidential election year of 2012
found Obama staring at a size-
able enough chunk of the elec-
torate hating his guts, a GOP/
Tea Party hierarchy obsessed
with making the president a
one-termer. The president’s bold
Affordable Care Act, fraught
with teething problems, taking
heat from all sides and with an
“Obamacare” label derisively
attached, gave opponents what
they felt sure was a winning arse-
nal. Yet Democratic strategists
were able to rally the troops,
again assembling the same coa-
lition of the Democratic faithful
and middle-ground moderates
as in 2008, to pull off a second-
term victory. Two years later, all
of that boundless energy within
the ranks dissipates and Demo-
cratic masterminds meekly cede
the responsibility and power to
energize to a Republican party
that comes up on the wrong side
of so much that ordinary people
care about. An incredulous turn
of events!

Gerrymandering in GOP-
controlled states explains a
disproportionate breakdown
of Congressional seats that
favors Republicans. It does

Viewpoint

By Les Slater

not explain, even in borderline
states, an incumbent Demo-
crat or a new Democratic aspir-
ant losing a Senate seat to the
GOP, since gerrymandering
isn’t a factor. The more likely
scenario is Democrats losing
such contests either because
of a resources deficiency or
simply being outmaneuvered
by the other side. Either way,
the Democratic party lead