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     Explore places you’ve never been 
before…

Enjoy some real home cooking...

  Not to mention, there’ll be lots of parties, 
festivals, and music events islandwide!

        
You’ve been away for too long and we miss you.

We look forward to welcoming you home for the holidays.
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Borough President Eric 

L. Adams on Thursday joined the 
New York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (NYCEDC) and 
Bedford Courts LLC, a joint venture 
of Brooklyn-based developers BFC 
Partners and Slate Property Group, 
in partnership with local elected 
officials and community leaders, in 
announcing  about 500,000 square 
foot mixed-use development at the 
Bedford Union Armory.

The project will bring togeth-
er hundreds of units of housing, 
a multi-sport recreational facility, 
community event space, office space 
and commercial space to the Crown 
Heights section of Brooklyn.

Devised in close coordination with 
the community and local elected 
officials, the Bedford Union Armory 
project will activate the vacant build-
ing, built in 1903, in one of the most 
diverse neighborhoods in New York 
City, and achieve a double bottom 
line by providing access to facilities, 
space for lease, and programming at 
significant discounts, Adams said. 

“Activating the Bedford Union 
Armory has been a labor of love, 
a truly community-driven proc-
ess where the residents of Crown 
Heights have ensured their voices 
were heard,” Adams said. 

“Thanks to the thoughtful input 
of engaged Brooklynites, we can pro-
ceed with a plan that adds tremen-
dous value to a growing neighbor-
hood,” he added. “In addition to gen-
erating scores of critically-needed 
affordable housing units in the heart 
of Central Brooklyn, the Bedford 
Union Armory will serve as an eco-
nomic engine of opportunity as well 
as a beacon for the advancement of 
healthy living. 

By Tangerine Clarke
Brooklyn Borough President, Eric 

Adams said in a written message to the 
members of the Tots and Teens, that 
education was the key to success and 
congratulated the youths on the suc-
cess of their Annual Dinner Awards on 
Dec. 21.

“To the founder and the parent com-
mittee of Tots and Teens, I salute your 
dedication and your support of pro-
grams that are made possible through-
out the community,” said Adams, who 
reminded the youth of his dream to 
make a difference in his community 
while growing up.

Community Board 17 District Manag-
er Sherif Fraser who received a citation 
from Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams for her role in organizing the 

Guyana Unity March on Church Avenue 
this year, in turn, presented a citation 
to Israel Adeyanhu, from the borough 
president, and certificates and citations 
from Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, 
Councilmembers Mathieu Eugene and 
Jumaane Williams, and Senator Kevin 
Parker, at the function that was held at 
St. Stephens Church Hall, Brooklyn. 

The recipients were: Steven Bishop, 
Faith Smith, Mazie Kienemund, Blos-
som Parris, Ingrid Compton, Faith Par-
ris, Damali Trim, Sonel Sandy, Solange 
Stewart, Chantee Parris, Sierra Trim, 
and Faith Smith.

Fraser’s insightful speech called on 
parents to bridge the gap between their 
children and their neighborhood block, 
and the community.

“I want to encourage adults to get 

involved in their community,” said Fra-
ser, adding that parents would see the 
benefits that derive from their envi-
rons.

The community support honoree, 
member of the Historic Wyckoff Farm-
house Museum and initiator of the Flat-
bush Civilian Observation Patrol (COP), 
inspired members of Tots and Teens to 
become active in the community, and 
reminded parents about voting in politi-
cians who would work to improve their 
community.

Tots and Teens honoree and Travel 
Span executive, Allison Mason was the 
emcee for the event where the young-
sters sang and danced to celebrate the 
outstanding contributions the organi-
zation has made to improve the lives of 
community youth.

By Nelson A. King
As the popular Internet-based group 

VincyCares, Inc. recently held its gala 
6th Annual Dinner / Dance and Awards 
Ceremony in Brooklyn, its role in mak-
ing a significant difference in the lives 
of needy Vincentian students was put 
into better focus. 

The group, which is only six years 
old, showed slides and featured the 
progression of students, who, over the 
years, have benefited from the Victoria 
Sutherland Scholarship Fund.

The fund was established to “assist 
less fortunate children who exhibit 
potential in academics, sports or the 
arts, but face financial challenges that 
may prevent them from achieving a 
secondary education,” said VincyCares, 
Inc. in a statement in the souvenir 
journal that was distributed to patrons 
at the sell-out event at the Friends of 
Crown Heights Educational Center. 

The fund is named after one of the 
scholarship recipients, Victoria Suther-
land, who, by a “chance meeting,” on 
Back Street in Kingstown, the Vincen-
tian capital, six years ago, by Dahlia-Ann 
Howard-Lewis, prompted Howard-Lewis 
and Kenley “Shortmus” John, the group’s 
former president, to form VincyCares, 
Inc. 

Sutherland, then 11 years old, was 
living with her grandmother and had 
travelled from the north eastern village 
of Sandy Bay to sell sorrel, at about 7 
am one Friday morning, to make ends 
meet for her impecunious family.

Since its formation in November 
2009, VincyCares, Inc. — which is 

currently led by the Brooklyn-based 
community advocate, graphic artiste 
and restauranteur Franklyn “Supadex” 
Richards — has facilitated nine schol-
arships for secondary school children in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines.

The group has, among other things, 
also provided school supplies, collected 
at fundraising drives in Brooklyn, to all 
59 elementary schools in the nation. 

“On behalf of the children of St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, we extend sin-
cere thanks and appreciation for your 
continued help throughout our six-year 
existence,” Richards said. “Thanks for 
helping us to distribute school supplies 

island-wide three times; thanks for 
allowing us to sponsor nine active full-
time scholarships; thanks for helping 
us to provide the mentorships possible 
to ensure that these children succeed.

“We also say thanks to all of the pri-
vate donors of scholarship who see it in 
their hearts the need to help, to change 
the life of a child in need,” he added. 

“Thanks to the businesses which 
reached out in the past, and continue to 
reach out to us — whether in the form 
of donations or taking ads in our yearly 
journal. We say thank you.

“As we work in harmony to make this 
world a better place for our children, I 
pray that our hearts be open; and whatev-
er positive energy we can generate, may, 
hopefully, create a spark that can lit the 
fire that will burn out the negative ener-
gies of our generation and replace it with 
love,” Richards continued. 

Brooklyn Borough President, Eric 
Adams.

Phileen Cambridge. VincyCares

Vincentian group funds 
needy students

Education is key to success youth told

Bedford 
Union 

Armory to be 
redeveloped

Dahlia-Ann Howard-Lewis. 
 VincyCares
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Caribbean
Ministers of the Caribbean Com-

munity (CARICOM) and Francesco 
La Camera, director general of Italy’s 
Ministry of the Environment recently 
signed a £6 million project to assist 
CARICOM) member states to mitigate 
climate variability and change.

The project, which was negotiated 
between the Caribbean Community Cli-
mate Change Center 
(5Cs) and the Ministry 
of the Environment, 
Land and Sea in Italy, 
aims to address several 
issues affecting CARICOM states under 
the rubric of climate change, inclusive 
of mitigation, adaptation and vulner-
ability.

Specifically, it aims to help CARICOM 
member states adapt to climate change 
by reducing their vulnerability to sea 
level rise and climate variability, iden-
tifying and implementing the intend-
ed nationally determined contributors 
(INDCs); reporting and assessing of the 
member states’ INDCs and the develop-
ment and dissemination of renewable 
energy sources and technology.

The estimated timeframe for the 
project is five years. 

Antigua
The European Union (EU) is again 

urging Antigua & Barbuda to remove 
the death penalty from its books.

Deputy Head of the EU Mission for 
Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, 
Silvia Kofler said it is not good enough 
for governments to say that no one 
is being hanged even though the law 
allows it. She said the legislation should 
be repealed.

“We know the death penalty is not 
practiced for more 
than 10 years, but to 
still have it on the law 
books is not what we 
think should be done. 
We think it should be eliminated,” 
Kofler said.

The EU official said only Barbados 
has made some progress in doing away 
with the death penalty.

In 2013, following the murder of 
Susan Powell in Heritage Quay, the 
then National Security Minister Dr. 
Errol Cort said Antigua and Barbuda 
would enforce the death penalty after a 
22-year break.

The minister said the death penalty 
was still on the books and promised 
that all the necessary legal processes 
will be utilized to ensure it is enforced.

Kofler said that unfortunately Carib-
bean governments do not see removing 
the death penalty as a priority.

Barbados
The United Nations Food and Agri-

culture Organization (FAO) has urged 

banana farmers in the Caribbean to 
take a proactive approach against the 
deadly Panama disease.

The Eastern Caribbean is hoping to 
ward off the final Panama disease which 
could wipe out the banana industry. It 
poses the biggest threat to the region’s 
bananas since the Black sigatoka dis-
ease in 1991.

St. Lucia’s Agriculture Minister Moses 
J. Baptiste has said 
for the small islands 
of the Caribbean, the 
best response includes 
collaboration and the 
adoption of pre-emptive measures.

Bananas are St. Lucia’s biggest crop, 
accounting for one-fifth of all export 
earnings.

According to the FAO, banana is 
the eight most important food crop in 
the world and the fourth most impor-
tant food crop among the world’s least-
developed countries, including the Car-
ibbean.

The disease is soil-borne and the fun-

gus can remain viable for decades.

Bahamas
The Grand Bahamas Human Rights 

Association (GBHRA) is calling for the 
release of Jamaican man who has been 
in detention for about a decade.

The GBHRA said it was appalled at 
the response given by Foreign Affairs 
and Immigration Minister Fred Mitch-
ell to the case of Matthew Sewell “an 
innocent Jamaican 
man incarcerated in 
the Bahamas for the 
better part of a dec-
ade. The last state 
of Sewell’s harrowing ordeal is at the 
hands of the Immigration Department, 
which was the result of an error, even 
after he was declared innocent of all 
charges by the courts.”

GBHRA said that everyone in the 
Bahamas is by definition innocent until 
proven guilty.

“All of the charges levelled by Sewell 
having been dropped, he remains inno-

cent and was therefore by definition 
wrongfully imprisoned on trump up 
charges,” the human rights group said, 
noting that Sewell was held by the 
Immigration Department for a further 
year because he “had no status in The 
Bahamas.”

But the GBHRA said there are three 
violations listed in the Immigration 
Act; entering without permission, over-
staying the allotted time and working 
without a permit.

Grenada
The Caribbean Regional Fisher-

ies Mechanism (CRFM) recently held 
a meeting in Grenada to jumpstart 
the organization of regional training 
and capacity building workshop on the 
value chain approach in Caribbean fish-
eries.

The workshop will take place in July 
2016.

The initiative is geared towards build-
ing capacity among key government and 
private sector representatives and in 
particular small and medium enterprise 
(SMEs) in fisheries and aquaculture, 
to use the value chain 
approach to optimize 
economic benefits.

The value chain 
approach looks at 
every operational level in the industry, 
including production, processing, dis-
tribution on the local and export mar-
kets, as well as marketing and sales to 
wholesale agents and retail buyers.

The newly launched project will over 
the next year bring together key public 
and private sectors in the fisheries and 
aquaculture industry, to optimize the 
benefits across the value chain — from 
the fisheries who set their traps to reap 
the ocean’s bounty to the buyers who 
search for the most economical catch 
to serve and impressive meal.

Jamaica
The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) recently completed the tenth 
review of Jamaica’s economic perform-
ance under the program supported by 
a four-year US$932 million (at the time 
of approval) arrangement under the 
extended fund facility (EFF).

The completion of the review enables 
an immediate purchase of an amount of 
about US$39.3 million.

Min Zhu, deputy managing director 
and acting chair said the authorities 
continue to have an impressive track 
record of a strong pro-
gram implementation 
under the Extended 
Fund facility. Macro 
economic stability 
continues to strengthen, vulnerabilities 
have reduced substantially and struc-
tural reforms have passed,” he said.

Continued on Page 20

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

A woman sorts bananas at the St. Mary’s Banana Estate in St. Mary’s 
parish in Jamaica. The deadly Panama disease could affect the ba-
nana industry in the Caribbean. Associated Press / Collin Reid

Bananas face threat
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By Bert Wilkinson
Trinidad’s newly minted Afro 

Prime Minister Keith Rowley 
last week got acting President 
Christine Kangaloo to sign off 
on a cabinet recommendation 
to dismiss the island’s seeming-
ly combative Central Bank gov-
ernor for allegedly breaching 
key state rules largely linked 
to confidentiality of financial 
information.

The charges against Jwala 
Rambarran had much to do 
with his pre-holiday season 
announcement that the island 
was in full recession after four 
quarters of negative growth, 
owing largely to depressed 
international prices for oil, gas 
and petroleum products.

He was also booked for releas-
ing the names to the public of 
companies and individuals who 
had received large tranches 
of foreign exchange from the 
bank. Clients had complained 
about the breach, alleged safety 
concerns and possible ridicule 
they could have received from 
the public.

Once he had done so without 
prior notice to Finance Minister 
Colm Imbert, Rowley himself 
and the local stock exchange 
which reacted negatively, his 
pronouncement was immedi-
ately interpreted as a blindside 
to a government to which he is 
not seen as supportive or neu-
tral in any way.

General elections were held 
on the island in the first week 
of September. The polls were 
won by Rowley and his People’s 
National Movement (PNM). It 
easily defeated the one-term 
Indo dominated People’s Part-

nership coalition which had 
appointed Rambarran to the 
top financial regulatory post 
back in 2012 just before hiring 
him as a highly paid consult-
ant. The PNM won 23 of the 41 
parliamentary seats.

That Rambarran chose not 
to indicate that the country 
was clearly headed to recession 
as general elections loomed was 
also seen as a gift to the part-
nership. Such an announce-
ment would clearly have been a 
key issue on the campaign.

Gary Griffith, the partner-
ship’s former national security 
minister added credence to the 
belief of members of cabinet, 
PNM supporters and others 
who feel that Rambarran had 
set out to both blindside and 
embarrass the Rowley adminis-
tration. He suggested this week 
that Rambarran had indeed 
chosen not to do so while the 
previous administration was in 
office because it would have 
hurt the administration.

“The question must be asked, 
for what reason did he never 

reveal to the pubic the first 
three periods when this negative 
growth was taking place, which 
was ironically under the previ-
ous government?” Griffith said 
in a statement.

The dismissal has caused 
quite a stir on an island whose 
economy is indeed reeling 
from extremely low world oil 
and gas prices. The energy 

sector is the largest source of 
foreign exchange in the coun-
try and one of the biggest 
employers.

Rambarran says he will sue 
the administration for wrong-
ful dismissal and as if on cue, 
former prime minister Kamla 
Persad Bissessar has come out 
swinging for him, blaming 
Rowley for political bias.

Former Central Bank Gover-
nor Jwala Rambarran.

Trinidad & Tobago Central 
Bank govenor fired

invite you to attend

Medgar Evers College
1150 Carroll Street
Gymnasium
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Entrance on Crown Street between 
Rogers and Nostrand Avenues

DIRECTIONS: Call 718-330-1234
cuny.edu/citizenshipnow

Experienced lawyers and immigration 
professionals will assist you with your application.

TO RSVP, please call 646-664-9400      ONLY FIRST 130 WILL BE SERVED

Saturday, January 9, 2016, 11 am-2 pm

Citizenship
Application AssistanceFREE

Council Member Laurie Cumbo
Assembly Member Diana C. Richardson 
NYS Senator Jesse Hamilton 

You must meet the following requirements:
• Resident for five years (three years if living with and  

married to the same U.S. citizen)
• Live in the United States for half of the five- or three-year 

period
• You are at least 18 years old

What to bring:
• Green card and all passports since becoming a permanent 

resident
• Home addresses for the last five or three years
• Parent’s naturalization information*
• School/employment history for the last five or three years*
• Children’s information (date of birth, A#, addresses)*
• Marital history
• Certified dispositions for any arrests, tickets, citations, and 

MTA disposition letter*

*(If applicable)

Applicants pay a $680 filing fee to USCIS.  
Please do not bring the fee to this event.

Prime Minister Keith Rowley. www.pnmtnt.org
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By Nelson A. King 
With the theme “Unto Us 

a Child is Born,” the century-
odd old Fenimore Street Unit-
ed Methodist Church in East 
Flatbush, Brooklyn on Sunday 
celebrated the Christmas sea-
son with its annual candlelight 
cantata. 

The over 2 ½-hour long 
event featured lusty singing 
by soloists and several of the 
church’s choirs and the con-
gregation, a liturgical dance 
and scripture readings by the 
youth encompassing the birth 
of Christ. 

The Chancel Choir sang “O 
Come Immanuel;” Exulate Glo-
ria, with Cynthia Grant as solo-
ist; “Behold I Bring You Good 
Tidings”; “Glory to God;” and 
“O, Holy Night,” with Patricia 
Senhouse as soloist.

The Junior Choir electrified 
the evening with “Adam in the 
Garden,” “The Virgin Mary had 

a Baby Boy” and “Praises to the 
King.” 

The usually high-octane 
United Voices of Praise was sol-
emn with “Mary Do You Know” 
and “God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-
men;” while the Gospel Cho-
rus “Call[ed] the Baby Jesus” 
and extolled that “Jesus [is] the 
Light of the World.” 

The Men’s Chorale rendered 
“We Three Kings,” and the con-
gregation sang on high “Away 
in a Manger;” “Once in Royal 
David City;” “Hark the Herald;” 
“Mary Boy Child;” “Go Tell it on 
the Mountain;” “O, Little Town 
of Bethlehem;” “Silent Night;” 
and “Joy to the World.” 

With congregants holding 
lit candles, the church’s pas-
tor, the Rev. Dr. Maxine Nixon, 
reminded them that Jesus is 
“the light of the world,” adding 
that He “gives us light, and he 
gives us praise.” 

Rev. Nixon also noted Jesus’s 

birth in a stable, urging wor-
shippers to always “make room 
for” Him. 

“So we just need to celebrate 
Jesus,” she said. “Hug on Jesus. 
The joy of the Lord is our 
strength. 

“God is with us,” she added. 
“When you wake up early in 
the morning, and you go to the 
bathroom, take a moment to 
be with God. Remember to just 
make room for Jesus Christ.” 

In brief remarks, visiting 

pastor Andrea Moore-Smith, 
a former lay speaker at the 
church, at the corner of Rog-
ers Avenue, said: “I’m still a kid 
when it comes “I’m still saying 
that Jesus is still giving some 
gifts,” said the daughter of Bar-
badian immigrants. 

Fenimore Street United 
Methodist Church is dubbed 
a mini United Nations, with 
members from most Caribbean 
islands, Central and South 
America, and the United States. 
Vincentians and Jamaicans, 
however, predominate. 

Brooklyn church 
holds Christmas 

Cantata

Above: The Gospel Chorus 
sings “Call[ the Baby Jesus.” 
Right: The Junior Choir sings 
“Praises to the King.” 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

TRAVEL IN STYLE & COMFORT

By Club 140 Travel

DAILY BUS SCHEDULE:

To Atlanta, GA
Sat, Tue & Thur (6pm - 7pm)

To New York
Fri, Mon, Wed (3pm - 7pm)

BUS STOPS:
• Atlanta, GA: Lithonia, Decatur, Buford  
   Hwy & Chamblee Tucker Hwy
• South & North Carolina
• Manhattan: 29th St & 5th Ave
• Brooklyn, NY: Flatbush & Church Ave,  
   Eastern Parkway & Utica Ave.
• New Jersey: Woodcrest Station
• Philadelphia: Pennrose Plaza
• Queens: Flushing and Main St.  
• Bronx: Gun Hill Rd and White Plains Rd

On-time, Comfortable, Smoke Free & Clean Buses 
with courteous English-speaking drivers.

For reservations: 856-266-6380

Wi-Fi and Power outlet

$65 Round trip

$40 0ne way
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ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 1/1 & 1/2/2016, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available 
subject to credit approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards,
restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings;
employees not eligible.

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY & SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

ONE DAY SALE
SHOP SAT, JAN. 2, 9AM-1OPM

ALSO SHOP FRI, JAN. 1, 1OAM-1OPM
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. SEE MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR DETAILS

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25  
VALID 1/1-1/2/2016. PLUS, FREE RETURNS. U.S. ONLY.  

EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

5O%-8O% OFF 
STOREWIDE

DOORBUSTERS!
1OAM-2PM FRI & 9AM-2PM SAT

DEALS OF THE DAY 
AVAILABLE ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS!

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY
Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic 
apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, The North Face, 
previous purchases, Samsung watches, selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special purchases, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon 
has no cash value & may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. VALID 1/1 ’TIL 2PM OR 1/2/16 ’TIL 2PM. 

YOUR 
PURCHASE OF 
$25 OR MORE. 

$1O OFF
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. VALID 1/1 ’TIL 2PM OR 1/2/16 ’TIL 2PM. 

$2O OFF YOUR 
PURCHASE OF 
$5O OR MORE. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS
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Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center

Tuition Free Academic and Career Preparation Programs

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY!  twitter.com/sunybeoc

Arrive 15 minutes early and allow 4.5 hours for the session.  
A placement test will be given. Bring copies of required documents;  

BEOC will not make photocopies.  For list of required documents go to  
http://tinyurl.com/beocadmit

CAREER PROGRAMS

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

FOR CONSIDERATION

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Get Prepared for a Great New Year, a New You!

CALL TODAY for YOUR enrollment session! 

“Choosing BEOC gave me 

the opportunity to develop 

my academic skills and set me 

on course to achieve my goals!

The instructors and advisors 

are great and the environment 

is diverse and comfortable!”

Shanay Morris, BEOC Class of 2015
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REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER

By Vinette K. Pryce
Dreadlocks?
No problem.
That is what Jamaican doc-

tor Sanneta Myrie must have 
decided prior to entering the 
Miss Jamaica World pageant in 
her country. 

Pageant judges there agreed 
that despite the fact never in the 
64-year history a pageant queen 
had ever sported the popular, 
natural African, hairstyle Myrie 
emerged the clear cut winner of 
the beauty contest.

“My story is one of a little 
girl whose life was transformed 
with charity and love and my 
quest in life is to give that back 
to as many people as I can, and 
to inspire the world with my 
story, that no matter where you 
are from, your skin type your 
hair color, your situation — 
your dreams are valid.

“And I believe that beauty 
with a purpose embodies my 

quest and if I was blessed with 
the crown tonight, I would ded-
icate my essence to give back to 
the world in a purposeful and 
beautiful way with charity and 
love,” Myrie said.

On arriving in Sanya, China, 
the 24-year-old monarch stood 
out from the other 119 con-
testants that competed for the 
World title.

Her natural beauty might 
have been the focus but her 
unique, cascading, locks might 
have also attributed to the 
admirable glances.

Her hair was neither braided 
nor the usual straight nor curly 
hair dominant among potential 
winners and country queens 
regular paraded at internation-
al beauty contests.

By the end of the 65th annu-
al contest Myrie, the first ever 
dreadlocked Miss World con-
testant, was named one of five 
finalists poised to win the Miss 

World competition. 
Along with queens repre-

senting Spain, Russia, Indo-
nesia, and Lebanon Myrie was 
among the world’s five most 
beauteous monarchs.

She also finished third in 
the talent section of the com-
petition. 

Along with beauty, Myrie 
boasts a scientific mind. She 
is a fully qualified doctor com-
mitted to helping others. Pas-
sionate about the work she 
does, her aspirations include 
working with Doctors without 
Borders, the organization that 
provides medical care to the 
most marginalized worldwide.

Aside from her duties, she 
loves the Jamaican lifestyle, 
and explained that she embrac-
es every facet of its culture, 
reggae music and foods – most-
ly fresh fish cuisines.

In her spare time she enjoys 
long distance and cross coun-

try running, loves to dance 
and volunteers as a counselor 
for the University of the West 
Indies (UWI).

Myrie was asked why she 
should be named Miss World 
2015, to which she responded 
that she was already grateful 
for the opportunity to be in 

China representing Jamaica.
Myrie took third place while 

Miss Guyana Lisa Punch left 
the runway with the Carib-
bean’s top prize in the talent 
division finishing number.

Spanish model Mireia Lala-
guna took the top prize of Miss 
World.

Miss Jamaica, Sanneta Myrie, at the Miss World Pageant. 
 Miss World 2015

Miss Jamaica emerges 
first to style dreadlock coif 

in Miss World Pageant
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By Frank Clemente
Surprisingly, Congress’s 

$680 billion holiday-season 
tax deal will bring some 
cheer to working families 
and not just to big corpo-
rations this year. Refund-
able tax credits putting 
extra cash in the hands of 
hard-pressed workers and 
parents were included in a 
huge year-end gift-wrapped 
package of tax breaks — the 
type of bill that usually only 
offers big rewards to corpo-
rate fat cats.

Every two years for the 
past few decades, Washing-
ton has renewed a collection 
of about 50 temporary tax 
breaks, called “tax extend-
ers.” Even though some 
of them had been repeat-
edly renewed for 30 years, 
the giveaways were deemed 
temporary to hide their sub-
stantial $50 billion annual 
cost — 80 percent of which 
benefitted businesses. It’s 
an accounting trick. Tax 
cuts supposedly expiring in 
a year or two don’t make 
long-range budget projec-
tions look so bad, after all.

None of these corporate 
tax breaks are ever paid for 
— for instance by closing 
other corporate tax loop-
holes. All of the cost goes 
straight to the deficit.

Moreover, a repugnant 
double standard is at work. 
Any time our side wants 
even a little bit more in 
spending to improve pub-
lic services, conservatives 
demand it be paid for. They 
even thumbed their noses at 
9/11 responders recently.

Conservatives demanded 

that a renewal of the 9/11 
first responders World Trade 
Center Health Program 
and a Victims Compensa-
tion Fund, costing a total 
of $8 billion, be paid for in 
order to be included in the 
year-end budget package 
that included $400 billion 
in unpaid-for corporate tax 
giveaways.

Tax extender legislation 
has always enjoyed strong 
bipartisan support. It’s a 
veritable lovefest between 
both parties and their cor-
porate contributors.

As usual, though, cor-
porations wanted more. 
Objecting to the (theoreti-
cally) temporary nature of 
their special breaks, this 
year they pushed to make 
several of their biggest bil-
lion-dollar loopholes per-
manent. This gave our side 
leverage to demand major 
concessions in return. 

Progressives rallied 
around two tax credits 
that are very important to 
low- and moderate-income 
households—the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
and the Child Tax Credit 
(CTC). Improvements made 

to these pro-work and pro-
family programs were sched-
uled to expire in two years. 
This would have pushed 16 
million people — including 
8 million children — into or 
deeper into poverty.

Advocates demanded — 
and won — that any cor-
porate tax cut package had 
to also make permanent 
the improvements to these 
effective poverty-fighting 
programs. That means a 
single mom working mini-
mum wage with two kids at 
home will have $1,725 more 
in her pocket, for example.

Another victory was the 
renewal of the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit. It 
provides a tax credit of up to 
$2,500 per year for expens-
es incurred while attending 
college such as tuition, fees 
and course materials. This 
will give a helping hand to 
millions of families strug-
gling with the costs of high-
er education.

Altogether, the final tax 
package makes a $250 bil-
lion investment in Ameri-
ca’s working families.

Of course, corporations 
still got more: more than 
$400 billion in undeserved 
tax favors. Among them are 
two loopholes that make 
it easier for multinational 
firms to stash profits off-
shore in tax havens. The 
Active Financing Exception 
was permanently enshrined 
in law while the CFC Look-
Through Rule was extended 
for five years. It was the AFE 
that helped General Elec-
tric to go five straight years 

By Roberto Azevêdo
NAIROBI, Dec. 23, 2015 (IPS) 

- World Trade Organization 
(WTO) members concluded the 
Tenth Ministerial Conference 
in Nairobi on Dec. 19 by secur-
ing an historic agreement on a 
series of trade initiatives. The 
“Nairobi Package” pays fitting 
tribute to the Conference host, 
Kenya, by delivering commit-
ments that will benefit in par-
ticular the organization’s poor-
est members.

The decision on export com-
petition is truly historic. It is 
the WTO’s most significant 
outcome on agriculture.

The elimination of agricul-
tural export subsidies is par-
ticularly significant.

WTO members, especial-
ly developing countries, have 
consistently demanded action 
on this issue due to the enor-
mous distorting potential of 
these subsidies for domestic 
production and trade. In fact, 
this task has been outstand-
ing since export subsidies were 
banned for industrial goods 
more than 50 years ago.

WTO members’ decision 
tackles the issue once and for 
all. It removes the distortions 
that these subsidies cause in 
agriculture markets, thereby 
helping to level the playing 
field for the benefit of farm-
ers and exporters in developing 
and least-developed countries.

This decision will also help to 
limit similar distorting effects 

associated with export credits 
and state trading enterprises.

And it will provide a bet-
ter framework for internation-
al food aid maintaining this 
essential lifeline, while ensur-
ing that it doesn’t displace 
domestic producers.

There are also important 
steps to improve food secu-
rity, through decisions on pub-
lic stockholding and towards a 
special safeguard mechanism, 
as well as a package of specific 
decisions for Least Developing 
Countries (LDCs).

This contains measures to 
enhance preferential rules of 
origin for LDCs and preferen-
tial treatment for LDC services 
providers.

And it contains a number of 
steps on cotton, such as elimi-
nating export subsidies, and 
providing duty-free-quota-free 
market access for a range of 
LDC cotton products imme-
diately.

In addition, we have approved 
the WTO membership of Libe-
ria and Afghanistan, and we 
now have 164 member coun-
tries.

And I think we are all com-
mitted to supporting these two 
LDCs to boost their growth and 
development.

We also saw continued com-
mitment to help build the trad-
ing capacity of LDCs through 
the excellent support shown 
at the Enhanced Integrated 
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So it may look like we 
planned it that way but, scout’s 
honor, we didn’t. Mere coinci-
dence it was that hard on the 
heels of last week’s piece about 
the “darling of the ignorami” 
being unabashedly aided and 
abetted by the media, came 
news of a Quinnipiac poll’s 
determination that half of the 
country would be embarrassed 
by a Donald Trump presidency. 
With due respect to Quinnip-
iac’s methodology, respected 
polling organization as it is, 
our gut reaction is that a snap-
shot reading of half the coun-
try being ashamed falls quite 
a bit shy of the mark. Or, put 
another way, it would be in the 
country’s best interests that 
considerably more than half 
the citizenry felt appalled  by 
the prospect of a Trump presi-
dency. 

Our “laughingstock” refer-
ence last week, in terms of how 
the rest of the civilized world 
perceives the non-stop atten-
tion accorded a clown candi-
date for U.S. president, is no 
joke. If, in spite of claiming 
their party has little in com-
mon with such a revolting fig-

ure, the folks who “run things” 
in the GOP continue to make 
like he’s very much a part of 
their process, their objections 
must not be very real. They too, 
as we suggested last week of the 
media, are in need of an injec-
tion of principle, if the primary 
concern about cutting Trump 
loose is how he would affect 
their White House chances 
were he to run as an independ-
ent. I mean, under normal cir-
cumstances, it should be a no-
doubt-about-it no-brainer for 
any respectable political insti-
tution to relinquish ties with 
anyone who, under its banner, 
has so debased the nomination 
quest. If Republicans remain 
reluctant to disavow any affili-
ation with the guy who out-
polls other GOP contenders, 
it only underscores the poor 
iteration of its former self that 
they’ve opted for as today’s 
GOP model. 

Operating as he does, even 
beyond the outer limits of 
tastelessness, Trump’s projec-
tion of the GOP brand obvi-
ously gets under the skin of 
some party headliners. But if 
he’s being more blatantly rac-

ist, more recklessly insensi-
tive to individuals or groups of 
whatever orientation, or being 
otherwise true to his odious 
nature, his is merely a coarser 
version of GOP stock. For sure, 
the Republican Party today is 
much more embracing of the 
polarizing, hateful bilge pour-
ing from Trump than it would 
be of moderate or somewhat 
moderate party standouts of the 
past. They would be sidelined, 
bereft-of-influence hangers-on 
in today’s GOP, those onetime 
heavy hitters like New York’s 
John Lindsay, Nelson Rockefel-
ler and Jacob Javits; Connecti-
cut’s Lowell Weicker; New Jer-
sey’s Christine Todd Whitman; 
and others hailing even from 
mid-western or border states. 
The GOP’s deliberate tracking 
in recent decades toward ideo-
logical rigidity made clear that 
strict pursuit of a right-flank 
agenda more or less precluded 

any room for compromise on 
what now constituted the par-
ty’s bedrock values. 

There’s no question that 
Obama’s elevation to the presi-
dency stiffened resolve among 
Republicans to push back 
against any action, executive 
particularly so, deemed incon-
sistent with the interests of 
battle-ready gladiators control-
ling GOP turf. What became 
clear quite early was that a lot 
of the hardened anti-Obama 
posturing constantly in place 
on the Republican side was per-
sonal — engendered by resent-
ment of the very idea that an 
African American occupied the 
high seat of American power. 
Upshot of which was that in 
continuous policy disagree-
ments with the president, con-
gressional Republicans have 
routinely opted for intracta-
ble positions. Shutting down 
the government or threatening 
not to pass debt ceiling adjust-
ment legislation is typical of 
the devil-may-care rebellious-
ness infesting the GOP ranks. 
The ramped-up anti-Obama 
fervor even gave rise to an evi-
dently even more venomous 

Tea Party.
Outside of government cir-

cles, Trump made sure his was 
a non-official voice that got 
heard above the din of anti-
Obama caterwauling. Charac-
teristically, his playing of the 
race card would outdo others 
and burrow into uncharted ter-
ritory. He would question the 
president’s veracity about being 
American born. He would ques-
tion that anyone named Obama 
could display scholastic prow-
ess at Columbia and Harvard. 
When the president had the 
audacity to win a second term, 
Trump suggested a march on 
Washington, presumably by 
himself and fellow racist idiots.

If this campaign season looks 
to be presenting GOP decision 
makers with the conundrum 
of whether or not to dump 
Trump, perhaps it shouldn’t. 
The GOP’s proud boast as the 
party of Lincoln having long 
faded into history, the GOP of 
2016 is a whole other animal, 
with which Trump fits as well 
as the next guy. Some Repub-
licans may see Trump as more 
booby prize than benefit. But…
those are the breaks.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A booby prize GOP has earned
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without paying any federal income tax, 
and in fact get billions in refunds.

Together, the two tax breaks will cost 
the American people around $85 billion 
in lost revenue over the next decade. 
Alternatively, if we didn’t plow $75 bil-
lion of that money back into overstuffed 
corporate treasuries we could guaran-
tee preschool for every low-and mod-
erate-income four-year-old in America 
for 10 years.

Another gratuitous gift called Bonus 
Depreciation — originally intended as a 
recession fighter, and not even good at 
that—will go on for another six years, 
losing $28 billion in corporate tax rev-
enue. 

Congress should not be making any 
corporate tax loopholes permanent or 
even temporarily extending them. It 
should be closing them.

Over the past half-decade of budget 
austerity, American families have with-

stood $2.7 trillion in spending cuts in 
everything from senior nutrition to col-
lege financial aid to affordable housing. 
America’s corporations haven’t contrib-
uted a nickel in extra tax revenue.

Moreover, while corporations enjoy 
record profits, workers continue to 
struggle in a slow economy. Work-
ing families need a hand. Corporations 
don’t need handouts.

I’m not sugar coating our challenges 
with a lot of holiday cheer. Progres-
sives won some, but lost a lot, in this 
big fight.

We have a long way to go towards 
the day when corporations routinely 
pay their fair share of taxes and families 
and communities get the public serv-
ices they deserve. It may sound like a 
Christmas miracle today, but we can 
get there.

Frank Clemente is executive director 
at Americans for Tax Fairness.

Framework (EIF) pledging conference.
And, finally, a large group of members 

agreed on the expansion of the Infor-
mation Technology Agreement (ITA). 
Again, this is an historic breakthrough. 
It will eliminate tariffs on 10 per cent of 
global trade ¬ making it our first major 
tariff cutting deal since 1996.

While we celebrate these outcomes, 
we have to be clear-sighted about the 
situation we are in today.

Success was achieved here despite 
members’ persistent and fundamental 
divisions on our negotiating agenda — 
not because those divisions have been 
solved.

We have to face up to this problem.
The Ministerial Declaration acknowl-

edges the differing opinions. And it 
instructs us to find ways to advance 
negotiations in Geneva.

Members must decide, the world 
must decide, about the future of this 
organization.

The world must decide what path this 
organization should take.

Inaction would itself be a decision. 
And I believe the price of inaction is 
too high.

It would harm the prospects of all 
those who rely on trade today and it 
would disadvantage all those who would 
benefit from a reformed, modernized 
global trading system in the future par-
ticularly in the poorest countries.

So we have a very serious task ahead 
of us in 2016.

We came to Nairobi determined to 
deliver for all those we represent — and 
particularly for the one billion citizens 
of Africa.

At the outset, I warned that we were 
not looking at a perfect outcome. And 
what we have delivered is not perfect. 
There are still so many vital issues 
which we must tackle.

But we have delivered a huge amount. 
The decisions taken in Nairobi this 
week will help to improve the lives and 
prospects of many people around the 
world and in Africa.

When we left Geneva, the interna-
tional media had already written their 
headlines:

-‘WTO talks break down’
-‘Another failure at the WTO’
That’s exactly how it was in the Ninth 

Ministerial Conference in Bali two years 
ago. And we saw it again this year.

Well, we’re getting used to proving 
those catastrophic headlines wrong.

In the past, all too often, WTO nego-
tiations had a habit of ending in fail-
ure.

But, despite adversity, despite real 
challenges, we are creating a new habit 
at the WTO: success.

Roberto Azevêdo is the director gen-
eral of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO).
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By Guillermo Fuentes
PUERTO MORELOS, MEXI-

CO, Dec. 11, 2015 (IPS) - When 
the habitants of Puerto Morelos 
saw their white beaches turn 
brown, they felt they needed 
to take urgent action for their 
community. Given the limited 
effectiveness of the response, 
they organized themselves to 
clean public beaches, but the 
situation got worse.

The summer of 2015 will be 
remembered by chroniclers of 
Puerto Morelos, Quintana Roo, 
in the Mexican Mayan Riviera 
as one of the worst in the city’s 
climate history, affecting the 
shores as well as local econo-
mies and regional dependent 
coastal marine ecosystems.

This summer, according to 
data released by the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration US (NOAA), we 
had the highest rates of tem-
perature recorded in land and 
ocean surfaces on the planet in 
the last 135 years.

And if that was not enough, 
tons of sargassum algae stormed 

the Caribbean coast, turning 
the shores brown and emitting 
a foul odor (hydrogen sulphide) 
due to the decomposition of 
the algae, causing the cancel-
lation of hundreds of domestic 
and international flights and 
reservations at hotels, bringing 
loss of economic benefit and 
permanent and temporary jobs 
in the region.

The Caribbean has always 
had sargassum in their coasts, 
this algae derives its name 
from Portuguese navigators 
since the clusters of algae is 
very similar to a type of grape 
that grows in Portugal called 
sargaço. The algae is found in 
the Atlantic Ocean region, on 
the north-Equatorial and east 
coast of Africa.

At sea, this algae forms a 
valuable ecosystem, it supports 
ocean food webs, provides 
special shelter and fodder for 
juvenile turtles, commercially 
important species and young 
infants of different endangered 
species. And on the coasts, in 
moderate amounts, it provides 

power to shorebirds because it 
attracts insects, prevents ero-
sion of beaches and fertilizes 
the plants in the coastal dune.

This algae is transported by 
ocean currents through the 
Caribbean and into the Gulf 
of Mexico; it also arrives by 
currents coming from South 
America. Usually, the currents 
that reach the Caribbean Sea 
and the Gulf of Mexico are the 
same.

But this year, according to 
University of Galveston (Texas) 
researchers, a change in ocean 
currents due to increased sea 
temperatures affected the dis-
tribution of sargassum sending 
tons of algae to the Caribbean 
coasts.

Another hypothesis raised 
by Brian Lapointe, an expert 
in sargassum by the Florida 
Atlantic University in the US, is 
that pollution nutrients gener-
ated by human activities and 
industrial agriculture, are dis-
charged into the sea by the 
Mississippi river, adding nutri-
ents to the sea that are used by 

this macro-algae.
Throughout the history of 

Quintana Roo, Puerto More-
los has been characterized by 
its coral reef as one of the 
world’s largest barrier, and is 
also known for being a banner 
of conservation and scientific 
research in the state of Quin-
tana Roo.

Population and authori-
ties tried to clean the beaches 
but the situation continued to 
deteriorate since the tractor-
collectors were a risk for the 
turtle nesting area. Authorities 
therefore banned tractors, and 
the community decided to take 

action on the matter.
On Aug. 4 of this year, a citi-

zen forum entitled: ”Implemen-
tation of actions to enjoy clean 
beaches in Puerto Morelos” was 
led by Velázquez Olimán, hydr-
ogeologist and director of the 
Center for Research and Inno-
vation for Sustainable Develop-
ment, Guadalupe.

Six proposals offering a solu-
tion to the problem of manag-
ing sargassum were received 
and submitted during the 
event. This forum intended to 
implement mechanisms and 
actions that contribute to a 

Tons of foul sargassum algae stormed the Caribbean coast, 
damaging activities on many levels. 
 Inter Press Service / Guillermo Fuentes

Sargassum and Climate 
Change in the Caribbean
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comprehensive solution for managing 
sargassum on the beaches, promoting 
a different alternative to the one envis-
aged by the authorities (deposit sargas-
sum in sascaberas).

The hydrogeologist Guadalupe 
Velazquez explains that “it has been 
observed that if the kelp is extract-
ed before his arrival to the coast and 
is continuously collected, this can be 
taken in advantage in a more efficient 
and less expensive way, since there 
would be no need to sift the sand, pre-
venting coastal erosion.”

The massive arrival of sargassum 
caused heavy economic losses and seri-
ous consequences for the quantity, 
quality and location of employment. 
The government, in an attempt to miti-
gate the situation, drew on federal fund-

ing for temporary employment program 
(PET). However, residents affirm that 
because of the lack of transparency 
in the management of resources, the 
effectiveness and duration of the ini-
tiative decreased, creating distrust and 
discontent among the population.

It is important to publicize, pro-
mote, invest and replicate innovative 
projects such as the “Implementation 
of actions to enjoy clean beaches in 
Puerto Morelos”, as this initiative could 
provide important employment and 
income opportunities in areas such as 
enlargement of the coastal protection 
as well of science and food security by 
transforming natural kelp fertilizer and 
agricultural food.

Globally, the demand for services 
and sustainable activities is on the rise. 
With its people and scientists’ willing-
ness, Puerto Morelos wants to be an 
example of climate adaptation.

Continued from page 14 

Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Rowley is EVERYBODY’S, the 
Caribbean-American magazine, Person 
of the Year. On Sept. 7, 2015, Dr. Row-
ley led the Peoples National Movement 
(PNM) to victory by winning 23 of the 
nation’s 41 parliamentary seats.

Dr. Rowley was the most influential 
newsmaker in the Caribbean. All eyes 
were on him and the Trinidad & Tobago 
electorate. The people of Trinidad & 
Tobago regardless of political affilia-
tions deserve high praise for dignify-
ing themselves in the keenly contested 
election. “We Americans as we prepare 
for the 2016 presidential election need 
to copy a page from Trinbagonians,” 
states a release from the publisher Her-
man Hall.

The magazine thanked its readers 
and social media friends for helping it to 
declare Dr. Rowley as “EVERYBODY’S 
Person of the Year.”

“We acknowledge Grenadian-British-
er Lewis Hamilton, the 2008, 2014 and 
2015 Formula One World Champion, 
Olympians Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
and Usain Bolt of Jamaica as well as 
Olympian Kirani James of Grenada and 
Baroness Patricia Scotland, incoming 
Commonwealth Secretary-General who 
was born in Dominica. They were the 
choice of many subscribers,” according 
to the magazine.

“Our 2015 Person of the Year citation 
will be presented in 2016 to Prime Min-
ister Rowley either in Trinidad & Toba-
go or New York providing he accepts,” 
states the release.

Log on to www.everybodysmag.com 
for “A Glimpse of Dr. Rowley” by EVE-

RYBODY’S contributing editor, Jeff 
Hercules. 

Since 1978, EVERYODY’S has been 
naming an individual of Caribbean her-
itage as its “Person of the Year.” During 
its early years, the magazine held a din-
ner in NY to honor the person. Recipi-
ents who attended the gala included 
Noble Laureate Sir Arthur Lewis, Con-
gressman Mervyn Dymally, Congress-
woman Shirley Chisholm, Prime Min-
isters Eugenia Charles, Tom Adams and 
H.A. Blaize. 

In recent years, the magazine 
announced the honorees such as Usain 
Bolt, Kirani James, Roger Toussaint 
and The Mighty Sparrow but held no 
receptions. 

Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime Minister 
Keith Rowley.

EVERYBODY’S Person 
of the Year 2015

Sargassum

Available at the 

ABC Christian Book 
& Health Food Store

115-50 Merrick Boulevard 
Jamaica, NY 11434

718-291-8006 Ext. 2217

Mention this ad and get

15% OFF
the price of any of our 
regularly priced Bibles

The Bible
Still the best way to start 
the New Year and best 

guide for your life!

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alley Olivier
Sweet, sweet T and T has 

found its way to a shocking 
location, Williamsburg. Known 
for its hipsters, cute boutiques 
and plenty of good eats, Fal-
lon Seymour — who also runs 
popular Williamsburg eateries 
Sweet Chick and Pop’s with her 
husband John Seymour — is 
bringing her culture to the not-
so Caribbean neighborhood. 

“I have always wanted to 
open up a restaurant, especial-
ly a Caribbean restaurant and 
expose people to my culture,” 
she said. “Caribbean food to 
me is comfort food so I believe 
the people in the neighborhood 
will feel that and enjoy.”

Pearl’s, named after Sey-
mour’s grandmother and just 
steps away from Pop’s located 
on North 8 between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues, radiates 
the colorful culture, sound, 
and taste of Trinidad. 

Unlike other Caribbean res-
taurants, the décor is more 
retro, subtly capturing Trinidad 
with homage to popular sayings 
on the walls versus flags. There 
are splashes of bright colors, a 
wall dedicated to known Trini 
sayings like “Eh, Eh, Eh,” and 
“The Mighty Sparrow” to men-
tion a few. 

The retro-like theme is car-
ried out with the stacked “old 
school” boom boxes above the 
open kitchen where the smell 
of spices floats throughout the 
narrow restaurant. 

“Whenever you go into a Car-
ibbean restaurant there all kind 

of the same, this one has more 
neon and vibrant colors, and all 
of the sayings. We just kind’ve 

wanted to make it fun, playful, 
and kind’ve feel the warmth of 
the islands when you’re coming 

in,” she explained. 
Cooking alongside her 

grandmother since the tender 

age of four, Seymour is serv-
ing up Bake and Shark, Stuffed 
Crab Back, Conch and Dump-
lins, and other staples along 
with all the sauces for added 
flavor.

“Pearl is my grandmother 
and she taught me how to cook 
as young as four years old. She 
used to teach me how to roll 
bake and fry flying fish so this 
whole concept is kind’ve like an 
ode to her,” she explained. 

While the popular trend of 
“modernizing” Caribbean cui-
sine has gained steam with new 
Caribbean restaurant openings 
this year, Seymour is staying 
true to form — right down to 
the spelling of items. 

Taking few liberties and 
keeping things traditional, 
Seymour has still added a few 
spins on favorites such as the 
Sorrel Shandy — home brewed 
and less sweet. 

“It’s our housemade Sorrel 
Shandy. We bottle that in Trini-
dad and I think that it’s too 
sweet — the one in the bottle 
— but this is not as sweet,” she 
explained. 

Opening its doors just before 
the New Year arrives, Seymour 
is hopeful that in the coming 
months Pearl’s will be added to 
the list of favorites — such as 
Sweet Chick and Pop’s — along 
the Bedford L stop with lines 
outside awaiting to take a bite 
into her culture. 

In the coming weeks, Pearl’s 
will be opening for lunch and 
brunch but is currently open 
for dinner.

Husband-and-wife duo, John and Fallon Seymour, own Sweet Chick and Pop’s just steps 
away from Pearl’s - a homage to Fallon’s Trinidad background.  Pearl’s

Pearl’s Trinidadian flavors now in Williamsburg
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“Jamaica has made important 
achievements under the economic 
program. Inflation and the current 
account deficit have fallen significantly, 
supported by low oil prices. Business 
confidence continues to be strong and 
private credit growth is showing signs 
of recovery, while public debt is falling,” 
Zhu said.

St. Kitts
The revamped St. Kits and Nevis Citi-

zenship by Investment (CBI) program 
has surpassed the expectations of the 
Team Unity administration, according 
to Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris.

Harris made the disclosure while 
delivering the coalition government’s 
first national budget.

He told Parliament that CBI revenue 
for 2015 is expected to surpass the 
budget by 42.3 percent.

Dr. Harris, who is also finance minis-
ter said government expected by the end 
of 2015 to realize a recurrent account 
surplus of about $222.1 
million — 16.4 percent 
above the estimate.

“The surplus will be 
derived from the net 
of anticipated recurrent revenue of 
approximately $733.3 million and pro-
jected recurrent expenditure of $511.2 
million,” he said.

“Non-tax revenue is expected to be 
the main contributor to the favorable 
out-turns when compared to the budg-
et, as fees from the CBI program will 
most certainly surpass the estimate for 
2015 by a whopping 42.2 percent,” Dr. 
Harris added. 

In his budget presentation recently, 
Dr. Harris said he was making good a 
pledge to put the Sugar Industry Diver-
sification Foundation (SIDF) funds, 
which generated millions of dollars for 
the federation from the CBI program in 
the government coffers.

Among other measures announced 
in the budget were, risk pay increase of 
20 percent for the police, prison offic-
ers, the Defense Force, Coast Guard and 
Fire Services.

The prime minister made it clear 
that this was a move intended to help 
those involved in fighting violent crime. 
St. Kitts and Nevis has had 30 homi-
cides for the year so far.\

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines oppo-

sition party — the New Democratic 
Party (NDP) — said it will continue a 
series of massive protests after Christ-
mas over the outcome of the gen-
eral elections on Dec. 9, 2015, which it 
claims were not free and fair.

According to the NDP, as a result, 
the country has an illegitimate gov-
ernment that it refuses to recognize. 
Opposition Leader Arnhim Eustace said 
the NDP has written to the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS) formally 
complaining about the 
illegitimate installment 
of Ralph Gonsalves as 
prime minister.

“We have asked for 
the use of the regional mechanism to 
ensure that democracy is saved and 
protected in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines,” he said.

The first legal motions regarding the 
elections were filed on Dec. 16, 2015.

“We are moving to challenge these 
fraudulent elections in court, where 
we are confident of legal redress, in the 
interim we will continue acts of civil 
disobedience and non-recognition of 
this imposed regime,” Eustace said.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 

Dr. Keith Rowley has warned that the 
quality of life the people of T&T now 
enjoy is in great danger of if they don’t 
“behave properly” given the economic 
challenges facing the country.

Central Bank Governor Jwala Ram-
barran on Dec. 4, 2015 said the coun-
try is “officially” in a recession. 

Dr. Rowley said Trinibagonians 
needed to ask themselves. What can 
we afford under the current circum-
stances?”

“What kind of behav-
ior is required of us 
at this time to ensure 
that we can continue 
to preserve… at least 
preserve the quality of life that we 
now enjoy now because that quality is 
now in grave danger if we don’t behave 
properly,” he told the audience  at the 
launch of the Women’s Institute for 
Alternative Development.

Rowley said his three-month-old 
administration “intends to be brutally 
honest with the people of Trinidad 
and Tobago to make sure we do what 
is going to save us from what is pend-
ing.”

-compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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By Nelson A. King
A major publication has 

rated a Vincentian-owned res-
taurant in Brooklyn as the 
“top” place to eat well and 
cheaply in 2015. 

The New York Times said 
that The Food Sermon in 
Crown Heights, in the epi-
center of the Caribbean com-
munity in central Brooklyn, is 
the leading restaurant, among 
10 to dine.

The restaurant — which 
earlier this year opened its 
doors and serves a clientele 
that is largely white – is owned 
by Rawlston Williams. 

The Times said that Wil-
liams, 38, who migrated to 
New York, when he was only 
10 years old and once dreamed 
of becoming a Seventh day 
Adventist minister, is the one 
“presiding under high win-
dows at this bright Caribbean 
counter spot, with reverence 
for fresh ingredients and the 
patience to coax flavors to fru-
ition.”

It said dishes are “gener-

ous, details exacting, as with 
goat curry (otherwise known 
as curry goat) under a nimbus 
of cumin, presented alongside 
roti skins folded like pocket 
squares, or oxtail surrender-
ing its soul to the rice below, 
blackened by sofrito and 
burned sugar.”

 The Food Sermon was first 
opened as a catering kitchen, 
“with a few dishes for standing 
guests, who quickly shared the 
word,” the Times said. 

“Now there are stools and, 

painted across old electric 
meter boards, a phrase — ‘We 
believe in you!’ — that is both 
an injunction and a promise,” 
it said. 

Other restaurants on the 
top 10 list are: No. 2 Mr. Curry 
in the Williamsburg sec-
tion of Brooklyn; no. 3. Plant 
Love House in Elmhurst, 
Queens; no. 4. Okonomi in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn; no. 
5. Kopitiam, Canal Street 
(Orchard Street), Lower East 
Side, Manhattan; no. 6. La 
Morada, Willis Avenue (East 
141st Street), the Bronx; and 
no. 7. Haldi, Lexington Avenue 
(East 27th Street), Kips Bay, 
Manhattan.

The others are: No. 8. Iza-
kaya, East Sixth Street (First 
Avenue), East Village, Manhat-
tan; no. 9. Patacon Pisao, Essex 
Street (Rivington Street), 
Lower East Side, Manhattan; 
and no. 10. Crêpes Canaver-
al (Jean-Christophe has left 
his ticket-booth-sized kitchen 
attached to the William Bar-
nacle Tavern since the review 

but he has plans to open in a 
larger space, perhaps as soon 
as February or March; no cur-
rent address; 347-278-5342).

Williams, who is also the 
head chef of The Food Ser-
mon, has been creating quite 
a stir in Brooklyn, with rave 

reviews from a large number 
of publications in the New 
York metropolitan area. 

He has been serving up deli-
cious, bellies-full to predomi-
nantly white patrons.

No doubt, Caribbean food is 

The Chicken Island Bowl 
with chickpeas, sautéed 
kale, white rice and coconut 
ginger sauce. 

Vincentian-owned 
restaurant ranks high

The benefi ts of seeking 
professional treatment for 
erectile dysfunction may 
seem obvious to both the 
patient and his partner. But 
what many men don’t real-
ize is that a thorough evalu-
ation of this condition can 
uncover serious threats to 
their health.

Dr. Vitaly Raykhman, 
Director of the Accord Phy-
sicians Prostate Center in 
Sheepshead Bay along with 
Dr. Llewellyn Hyacinthe 
and Dr. Yuly Chalik, says 
that millions of men in the 
United States suffer from 
erectile dysfunction. Typi-
cally, he said, the man can’t 
perform at all or is not sat-
isfi ed with his sexual per-
formance. The dysfunction 
can surface at any age, but 
it is more common in men 
50 years old or older.

The problem can be psy-
chological or the impotence 
may be caused by physi-
ological abnormalities. In 
such cases, he said, the dys-

function may be related to 
diabetes or an indication 
of even more serious con-
ditions. A series of clinical 
tests done at the Urologic 
Institute can help doctors 
determine the reason of im-
potence.

“It is important that 
men who are experiencing 
this problem be promptly 
and properly evaluated by a 
urologist.”

Erectile dysfunction, he 
stressed, can be an early in-
dicator of “metabolic syn-
drome,” a name given to a 
group of factors that raise 
the risk for heart disease 
and other health threats, 
including heart attack and 
stroke.

“The fact that they are 
bringing this problem into 
their consciousness can 
give a physician several 
years of lead time in head-
ing off these far more se-
rious medical problems,” 
said Dr. Raykhman. “Could 
a visit to a urologist indi-
rectly save a patient’s life? 

Absolutely.”
A skilled urologist can 

slow the progress of the 
dysfunction and with the 
proper treatment most pa-
tients can regain a more 
satisfying sexual experi-
ence.

Although surgery is 
sometimes necessary, “it’s 
the last resort.” Changes 
in lifestyle can often re-
verse the effects of erectile 
dysfunction. These include 
exercise, improvements 
in diet, and a reduction in 
smoking and alcohol in-
take.  Erectile dysfunction 
can often be treated with 
medications such as Cialis, 
Viagra, Levitra or hormone 
therapy. 

Dr. Raykman stressed 
that because an erection is 
a vascular event, erectile 
dysfunction needs to be 
taken seriously.

Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center is equipped to 
give patients a thorough 
evaluation and offers a wide 
range of treatment options.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Erectile Dysfunction — more than a quality of life problem!

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
NEW LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATION IN BROOKLYN: 

(718) 878-3523
www.AccordMD.com

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

Continued on Page 27

Vincentian Chef Rawlston Williams in The Food Sermon 
Kitchen in Brooklyn, New York. 
 Photo by Boone Rodriguez
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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A s retirement age ap-
proaches, many older 
adults envision them-

selves downsizing and mov-
ing to a quaint community to 
enjoy their golden years in as 
relaxing a fashion as possible. 
However, for a growing num-
ber of seniors, their retirement 
years are being spent helping 

to raise grandchildren.
United States Census data 

from 2010 indicates 4.9 million 
American children are being 
raised solely by their grand-
parents. CanGrads, a National 
Kinship Support organization, 
says approximately 62,500 
children are being raised by 
grandparents and other fam-

ily in Canada. Many grand-
parents provide part-time 
care when their older children 
have to move back home with 
their families, as  roughly 13 
million children are now liv-
ing in homes with their grand-
parents.

Being raised by grandpar-
ents may not be the ideal situ-

ation for all parties involved, 
but such situations are a neces-
sity for many families. Seniors 
who are once again thrown 
into the caregiver arena may 
need a crash course in child-
care or a few pointers on par-
enting in the modern age: 

Get the right equipment. 
Children certainly require a 

lot of gear, more than grand-
parents likely used when rais-
ing their own children. Cer-
tain safety requirements are 
in place to safeguard young 
children, and that often means 
investing in new cribs, car 
seats, high chairs, and other 
items. Grandparents should 

GRANDPARENTS HELPING 
TO RAISE CHILDREN

TIPS 
FOR

Continued on page 26
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

C onstance swore she would 
never place her mother 
in a nursing home, but 

her mom was in the mid-stages 
of Alzheimer’s disease and her 
behavior was becoming more 
and more erratic. Mom would 
roam around the house at 
night and in the morning the 
family would fi nd their shoes 
in the refrigerator or their 
clothes carefully folded in the 
bathtub. The situation was be-
coming overwhelming. The 
family was sleep deprived and 
confused. They fi nally decided 
the only alternative to keeping 
their mother safe was to place 
her in a facility with an Al-
zheimer’s wing. 

Many families are faced 
with this diffi cult decision. 
Finding a facility would be 
no problem; almost all senior 
housing and nursing home 

have a dementia wing, but how 
do you select the right one? Do 
all facilities offer the same 
programs? Are they all set up 
the same? The answer to these 
two questions is no!

Here are six questions to 
ask when selecting the best fa-
cility for a loved one with Al-
zheimer’s disease: 

How large is the 
Alzheimer’s unit?  

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
progressive disease. People in 
the early stages are still active 
individuals and need space to 
walk around. If your loved one 
is still active, you do not want a 
unit that limits her movement. 
In fact, movement is important 
in the early stages of Alzheim-
er’s disease. As a patient’s mem-
ory deteriorates, she often com-
pensates by using other senses 
like movement. She needs to 

walk around.
Many active Alzheimer’s 

residents also lose all sense 
of time and walk around late 
into the night. They need a 
space that is not only open, 
but also where they can wan-
der without getting lost or in-
juring themselves.  

Does the unit convey a 
sense of calm?

An Alzheimer’s wing 
should offer some visual 
stimulation without appear-
ing overly busy or confusing. 
Muted wall colors are nice 
with some visual stimuli like 
photos and paintings. Some 
facilities paint landscape mu-
rals on the wall. The scenes 
should represent peaceful set-
tings, like views of gardens, 
running water, or people pic-
nicking. Avoid places that 
show scenes that might evoke 

fear or anxiety, like paintings 
of wild animals wandering in 
a jungle or confusing arrays of 
bright colors, jagged shapes, 
or large spiraling lines.

How does the facility 
protect residents from 
leaving?  

A major concern of any Al-
zheimer’s unit is insuring its 
residents do not leave the fa-
cility unattended. Sometimes 
residents try to walk out of the 
building, thinking they are 
leaving for work or picking 
up children from school. Most 
dementia facilities use one of 
two methods to insure their 
residents’ safety: 

One method is the instal-
lation of a coded lock on the 
entrance to the ward. This al-
lows staff and family members 
to enter the area by punching 
in a code; the residents on the 

other hand cannot leave be-
cause they cannot remember 
the code. These areas always 
have staff available who can 
unlock the doors in case of 
emergency or fi re alarm.

Another approach is fi t-
ting each resident with a wan-
der guard, a sensory device in-
stalled in a bracelet that sets off 
an alarm if a resident leaves 
the area. The downside to wan-
der guards is they do not deter 
active residents who continu-
ally walk past the alarm, set-
ting it off multiple times. Of 
course, if a family member has 
limited mobility this is not an 
issue. This is a decision you 
must weigh depending on your 
loved ones capabilities.  

What types of 
activities are offered? 

Alzheimer’s patients need 

Questions to ask when evaluating 
an Alzheimer’s unit

Continued on page 26

ELDERCARE TODAY

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

A cross the country, more 
than 50 million people 
are living with doctor-di-

agnosed arthritis. So says the 
Arthritis Foundation, which 
projects that fi gure will rise to 
67 million by the year 2030.

Simply put, arthritis is a 
signifi cant problem, one that 
can not only affect a person’s 
quality of life, but also his 
pocketbook, as working-age 
men and women who contend 
with arthritis are less likely 
to be employed than people of 
the same age who do not have 
arthritis. wages and medical 
expenses.

Exercise may be the last 
thing on many arthritis suf-
ferers’ minds, but it can play 
a vital role in reducing the 
often painful symptoms asso-
ciated with arthritis. Among 
its other benefi ts, exercise 
can strengthen the muscles 
around arthritic joints and 
help men and women main-
tain bone strength. In addi-
tion, the Mayo Clinic notes 
that lack of exercise can make 
joints feel more painful and 

stiff, as a sedentary lifestyle 
will ultimately contribute to 
putting more stress on joints.

Arthritis patients should 
speak with their physicians 
about the best way to use ex-
ercise to combat and relieve 
their symptoms. Some patients 
may require physical therapy, 
while others might be able to 
work with their physicians to 
develop an exercise regimen 
that can help reduce the sever-
ity of their symptoms and any 
pain that accompanies those 
symptoms:

Aerobic exercises: Low-
impact aerobic exercises, such 
as walking and swimming, 
can help arthritis sufferers 
alleviate their symptoms and 
improve their overall health. 
Arthritis sufferers who have 
not exercised in awhile be-
cause of their pain may have 
gained weight as a result, and 
aerobic exercise is a great way 
to shed extra pounds. Losing 
excess weight is a great way 
to make physical activity less 
taxing on your joints as well.

Range-of-motion: Range-

of-motion exercises are typi-
cally simple and don’t take 
much time, but when done cor-
rectly, such exercises can be 
very effective at relieving the 
stiffness associated with ar-
thritis. A physician or physi-
cal therapist might advise 
you to do range-of-motion ex-
ercises each day, and you may 
even need to do them a few 
times each day. 

Strength training: As 
previously noted, arthritis 
sufferers may feel as though 
lifting weights will only ex-
acerbate their existing symp-
toms. But strength training 
will strengthen the muscles 
around the joints, provid-
ing more support for those 
joints and ultimately reducing 
symptoms of pain. Speak with 
your physician or physical 
therapist about appropriate 
strength-training activities 
and the importance of rest. If 
you experience any pain dur-
ing strength-training ses-
sions, stop immediately and 
report the pain to your physi-
cian.

Exercise and arthritis
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resist the temptation to use old items 
they may have kept in storage, as such 
items may no longer be safe and could 
put grandchildren at risk for injury.

Gather important documents. 
Grandparents should keep pertinent 
documents in one easily accessible 
place in their homes should an emer-
gency arise. These include birth cer-
tifi cates, health immunization re-
cords, death certifi cates (if the child’s 
parents are deceased), dental records, 
school papers, citizenship papers, and 
proof of income and assets. 

Speak with an attorney. Lawyers 
can help grandparents wade through 
legal arrangements, such as fi ling for 
custody, guardianship or adoption. 
Options vary depending on where pe-
titioners live, but lawyers can provide 
peace of mind to grandparents con-
cerned about their grandkids’ futures.

Investigate fi nancial assistance. 
Seniors may not earn the income they 
once did and may be on assistance 
programs or living off of retirement 
savings. Grandparents who fi nd them-
selves caring for a child may be eligi-
ble for fi nancial assistance. The Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families 
is a joint federal and state program 

that can provide need-based fi nancial 
assistance. The AARP or the organi-
zation GrandFamilies may be able to 
put grandparents  in touch with fi nan-
cial advisors in their areas.

Contact schools and daycare 

centers. School-aged children will 
need to be enrolled in school. Grand-
parents should contact the depart-
ment of education where they live to 
learn about local school systems, es-
pecially when grandkids are mov-
ing in with their grandparents. Some 
grandparents can qualify for free or 
low-cost daycare, and such programs 
can be discussed with local Social 
Services offi ces. Enrollment in school 
or daycare can provide grandparents 
with much-needed free time during 
the day.

Find emotional support. Tak-
ing care of grandchildren is a full-
time job. At times, grandparents may 
feel stressed or out of sorts. Having a 
strong support system available can 
help grandparents work through the 
peaks and valleys of this new and un-
expected stage in life. Church- or com-
munity center-based counseling ser-
vices may be available. Grandparents 
also can check with their healthcare 
providers to determine if counseling 
or therapy sessions are covered under 
their plans.

Grandparents
Continued from page 23

ELDERCARE TODAY

different levels of activities as the 
disease progresses. Residents in the 
early stages are still active and can 
follow simple directions. They enjoy 
programs that are based on simple, 
familiar skills such as folding towels 
and sheets or setting a table. The can 
also participate in simple exercise 
programs like twisting from the waist 
or clapping hands.

Residents in the later stages are 
less capable of following directions 
but they can still enjoy sensory stim-
uli like touch, taste, and smell. They 
might enjoy cuddling soft stuffed 
toys, tasting different fi nger foods, 
and smelling fl owers or herbs.   

Music is important in all stages of 
Alzheimer’s disease. Even residents 
in the late stages of Alzheimer’s are 
responsive to music. Many patients 
who no longer speak or show any signs 
of responsiveness often sing when fa-
miliar songs are played for them. Mu-
sic is often used to calm patients in 
stressful times as well. 

How does the facility handle 
residents who become 
agitated?

This is a very important factor to 
consider. Dementia residents can be-
come agitated for a number of rea-
sons: loud noises, a change in routine, 
and sometimes for no apparent rea-
sons. Evenings are a time when Al-
zheimer’s patients become agitated or 
confused. This is a condition called 

sun downing. Some facilities stop agi-
tation by prescribing sedatives, anti-
anxiety or antipsychotic medications. 
Unfortunately, these drugs often leave 
the patient drowsy and lethargic. 

More recently many facilities are 
experimenting with less intrusive 
methods. They are fi nding that if staff 
members talk to residents exhibit-
ing signs of anxiety they can calm 
them without drugs. One example 
was the case of a woman who would 
stand near an elevator every evening 
frantically muttering to herself. She 
would try to leave every time the door 
opened. When a staff member fi nally 
asked her the reason for her anxiety, 
she explained she had to get home in 
time to cook dinner for her children 
when they returned from school. She 
calmed down when the staff assured 
her that her children had already 
eaten.

Has the staff had special 
Alzheimer’s training?

Alzheimer’s patients experi-
ence the world differently and that 
world changes as their condition pro-
gresses. Staff who work with Alzheim-
er’s patients must be attuned to these 
changes and understand how to inter-
act with respect and understanding. 
They learn techniques for handling 
behaviors, eliminating restraints, 
and how to recognize and manage 
pain. The staff is also instructed on 
how to work with the families of Al-
zheimer’s patients who might act out 
their frustrations either at the patient 
or the aides.

Alzheimer’s
Continued from page 24

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

This space provided as a public service.  © 1999, American Heart Association

Think of each beat as your heart’s way of cheering you on for staying physically

active.  Want a standing ovation?  Try keeping your diet low in cholesterol and 

saturated fat too.  To learn about other steps you can take toward lowering 

your risk of heart attack and stroke, visit our

web site at www.americanheart.org 

or call us at 1-800-AHA-USA1.

You know that noise
your heart makes

when you work out?
IT’S CALLED APPLAUSE.
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a mainstay of Crown Heights; 
but “the extraordinary bright-
ness of the flavors, as if a 
veil has dropped,” elevates the 
Food Sermon, according to 
the New York Times.  

It says oxtail comes not col-
lapsed in a stew but in hunks 
still whole, half-hidden under 
broad leaves of watercress and 
garlanded in chickpeas. 

“With each bite, I experienced 
a kind of sinking in, as if I were 
the one yielding to the dish and 
not the other way around,” writes 
Ligaya Mishan for the Times. 

Mishan says Williams has a 
“gift for meat,” despite being 
raised as a Seventh-day Advent-
ist vegetarian. 

Williams still subscribes to 
the faith — the Food Sermon 
is closed from sundown Friday 
through Sunday afternoon — 
but to the dietary restrictions 
“not at all,” according to the 
Times. 

It says the menu at the Food 
Sermon is built around “island 
bowls” of rice and beans, to be 
topped with a choice of protein 
and sauce – lush coconut milk 
and ginger, versus tomatoes 
pricked with gochujang. 

“A salad of mango and apples 
with a tracery of walnuts and 

blue cheese is beautiful and 
ephemeral, its season soon 
to end,” the Times says. “But 
macaroni pie, a richer, firmer 
mac and cheese, is forever.”

The Times says Williams is a 
theology-school dropout “who 
found salvation in the kitch-
en,” and Classfare.com adds 
that he has “taken a circuitous 
path to owning his own res-
taurant,” stating that he was 
“uniquely exposed to cooking 
at a young age.” 

“I studied to be a pastor,” 
Williams said. “But after 
a while, I had this feeling it 
wasn’t something that I was 
going to be able to do long 
term. I was sort of restless.”

Since he couldn’t afford to 
pay tuition for culinary school 
at the time, Williams instead 
watched YouTube videos and 

listened to interviews on 
National Public Radio (NPR).

Subsequently, Williams 
graduated from culinary school 
and learned on the job at sev-
eral kitchens around town.

Williams is proud to call 
the Food Sermon — and its 
unique menu — his very own, 
according to Classfare.com. 

“It’s basically how I inter-
pret Caribbean cuisine,” Wil-
liams said. “We don’t need 
more of the same.” 

Combining the influences 
of his upbringing with a haute 
culinary expertise not often 
seen with such simple Car-
ibbean dishes, Classfare.com 
says “these plates are to be 
tasted and seen. 

“Whole lamb shanks 
perched in the middle of per-
fectly cooked rice, surrounded 
by chickpeas and coconut gin-
ger sauce tinged with lemon-
grass; roti skin that’s light 
and airy; stewed chicken that’s 
tender and steaming,” it says.

“It’s a privilege to cook 
for someone,” Williams said. 
“Someone is taking something 
I’ve made with my hands and 
trusts me to put it in their 
body. Yes, it creates pleasure 
and nourishes you, but at the 
core of it, food is intimate.”

The Food Sermon is located 
355 Rogers Ave., at Sullivan 
Place, in Crown Heights. 

Continued from page 21 

Restaurant The Times says 
Williams is a 

theology-school 
dropout “who 

found salvation in 
the kitchen,” and 

Classfare.com adds 
that he has “taken 
a circuitous path 

to owning his own 
restaurant.” 
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On New Year’s Eve, the 
ball will fall in Times Square 
but Brooklyn gets the nod for 
lighting the skies with fire-
works while bidding farewell 
to 2015.

On a night when tourists 
and New York residents seek 
out affordable, fun places to 
usher in the new year, crowds 
annually pile into the central, 
Manhattan  location, however, 
this year Brooklyn — seaside 
or parkside — is among the 
choices for viewing a lightshow 
that will countdown the year.

Beginning at 11 pm, Prospect 
Heights, Grand Army Plaza will 
be fireworks central for a spec-
tacular fireworks display.

Earlier in the evening at 8 
p.m., Luna Park, Coney Island, 
the Steeplechase Pavilion at 
West 16th and the Boardwalk 
will be open to guests willing 
to experience some of the most 
iconic rides — the Thunderbolt 
and Carousel. 

As a matter of fact, the Car-
ousel will be free but the Thun-
derbolt will deliver that expect-
ed jolt at the regular summer 
price.

Both rides will operate from 
8 pm to 11 p.m. 

According to the Alliance 
for Coney Island “This one of 
a kind New Year’s Eve Cel-
ebration will feature fireworks, 
music, entertainment, on-site 
food options and much more.”

Regardless of the choice of 
any one of the three high-pro-
file locations in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, “Auld Lang Syne” 
will be the song to sing.

COSBY, SHEEN, 
TRUMP, HARVEY & 
OTHER STAR WARS IN 
2015

In 2015 it seemed as if celeb-
rity news trumped pressing 
international crises stories.

An international confer-
ence in Paris, France on glo-
bal warming did not garner as 
much attention as the continu-
ing saga surrounding allega-
tions of sexual abuse charges 
against beloved TV “father” Bill 
Cosby. 

Cosby had secured a place 

in pop culture as one of the 
best role models of a father 
from the role he portrayed as 
Dr. Cliff Huxtable on a televi-
sion show named for him. His 
profile changed radically when 
a long and lingering news story 
released an unending list of 
women claiming unwillingness 
to oblige the star in sexual 
activity. 

News on the celebrity star 
seemed to endear readers 
thirsting for updates. 

Although belated with claims 
of sexual abuse and induced 
drugs against them, the accus-
ers seemed to have waited past 
legal statutory limitations to 
announce their unfortunate 
encounter with the star.

In news items, reports were 
that Cosby went from being a 
role model to an individual that 
‘rolls models.’

The Cosby debacle was tem-
porarily knocked off the front 
pages with his disgraced plight 

slipping to inside pages when 
actor Charley Sheen confessed 
he had been living with the 
HIV-virus.

Sheen’s foray into caution-
ary, self-exposure did not per-
sist in media as long as the 
Cosby cases.

While the two thespians cer-
tainly harnessed a huge por-
tion of the star news spotlight 
in 2015, no one rivaled the 
perpetual spotlight of political 
news as Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump.

 Catch you on the Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Actor and comedian Bill Cosby. 
 Albert Cesare / The Montgomery Advertiser via Associated Press

Old friends to spark fireworks on Bklyn boardwalk

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving
Brooklyn Over

60 Years
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By Tequila Minsky
Welcoming in the holiday season 

last week, the Dance The World Nut-
cracker Festival performed at The 
Secret Theatre, an intimate (99-seat) 
performance space off a loading dock 
on 23rd Street in Long Island City, 
offered a most unusual spin on the 
holiday favorite. 

It was Duke Ellington & Billy 
Strayhorn arrangements of The Nut-
cracker (The Nutcracker Suite & 
The Vulga Vouty) that opened both 
acts,  danced by the JP Dance Group 

company bringing a 1920s-era jazzy 
interpretation to the classic. 

In this imaginative adaptation to 
the story, Clara is magically trans-
ported to the 1922 World’s Fair in Rio 
De Janiero where she is enthralled by 
dancers from around the world. Fol-
lowing scenes performed by the JP 
Dance Group dancers, the Dance the 
World numbers entertain Clara and 
the audience. 

Julie Petrusak, producer and artis-
tic director, put out a call for local 
dance companies that reflect New 

York City’s diverse cultures. She 
narrowed the 20 respondents to 12 
groups or acts. 

Dance The World, in fact, had 
three different programs, with a var-
ied selection embedded in the dance 
narrative in each program.

FIIYAH Dancehall Theater (Afro-
Caribbean, reggae and dancehall) 
showing off its choreography and 
freestyle movement, Harika Chatla-
palli demonstrating  her artistry with 
Kuchipudi Indian dance, and the 
colorfully costumed Mexican Xoo-

By Tangerine Clarke
President of J. Love Fashion School 

of Etiquette Jackie Love, has a passion 
for fashion, and she is not only to show-
casing cute little models on the runway, 
she is also focused on enriching the 
youngsters with knowledge of their cul-
tural heritage.

Last Sunday, Dec. 20, Love, the direc-
tor of Models USA for Fashion Avenue 
News Magazine, hosted a youth fashion 
extravaganza at the Brownsville Herit-
age House in Brooklyn, as part of an 
African art and product exhibition by 

By Alley Olivier
A social media driven society desires 

more and more content, prompting 
entertainers to be transparent and feed 
that incessant need with new projects 
— seemingly dropping every other 
week. 

The oversaturation is welcomed, 
whether the quality of music has waned 
is a continuous debate between music 
lovers. 

Standing on the side of unpopular 
opinion is the legendary Barrington 
Levy, who believes less is most certainly 

Continued on Page 32

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Barrington Levy is nominated for his 
fi rst-ever Grammy. Headline Jamaica

Yang Wang dances a Chinese folk dance: A Peacock Woman. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Barrington 
Levy believes 
less is more

J-Love Christmas 
Fashion wows 
Brownsville’s 

Heritage House

A JAZZY A JAZZY 
CLASSICCLASSIC

The World Nutcracker Festival
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Anomalisa (R for pro-
fanity, graphic sexual-
ity and frontal nudity) 
Adult-oriented animat-
ed adventure about an 
author (David Thewlis) 
who is unable to connect 
with other people until he hits it off 
with a stranger (Jennifer Jason Leigh) 
he meets on a business trip. Additional 
voices supplied by Tom Noonan.

The Himalayas (Unrated) Fact-based 
drama about Korea’s top mountain 
climber (Jeong-min Hwang) who comes 
out of retirement to search for the body 
of the protege (Woo Jung) who disap-
peared during an expedition on Ever-
est. With Sung-ha Jo, Mi-Ran Ra and 
In-kwon Kim.

Other People’s Children (Unrated) 
Romance drama about a filmmaker 
(Diane Marshall-Green) who falls for 
the homeless subject (Chad Michael 

Murray) of her latest documentary 
while grieving the death of her father 
. Support cast includes Harrison Tho-
mas, Michael Mosley and Alexandra 
Breckenridge.

Yosemite (R for sexuality, nudity and 
profanity) Coming-of-age tale, set in 
Palo Alto in 1985, revolving around the 
partially-overlapping misadventures of 
a trio of fifth graders (Everett Meckler, 
Alec Mansky and Calum John) living in 
a suburban community with a moun-
tain lion on the loose. Based on the 
James Franco short story of the same 
name, and featuring Franco, Henry 
Hopper, Steven Wiig and Barry Del 
Sherman.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
The Hateful Eight (R for profanity, 

frontal nudity, graphic gore and a scene 
of eroticized violence) Quentin Taranti-
no directed this post-Civil War saga set 
in Wyoming revolving around a bounty 
hunter (Kurt Russell) whose stagecoach 
runs into trouble while bringing an 
apprehended fugitive (Jennifer Jason 
Leigh) to justice. Featuring Samuel 
L. Jackson, Channing Tatum, Michael 
Madsen, Bruce Dern, Tim Roth and 
Zoe Bell.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Independent & Foreign Films THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

A scene from “Other People’s Chil-
dren.”  rottentomatoes.com

By Kam Williams
Brad’s (Will Ferrell) been a 

model stepfather, ever since he 
married Sarah (Linda Cardel-
lini) eight months ago. He’s 
always lavishing attention on 
her children, whether picking 
them up from school, coaching 
their Little League team, offer-
ing a shoulder to cry on about 
bullying, or tucking them in 
at bedtime. In that respect, 
he’s the polar opposite of their 
biological dad, Dusty (Mark 
Wahlberg), an unreliable nar-
cissist who was rarely around 

to attend a school function or 
help with homework.

For that reason, you might 
think that little Megan (Scar-
lett Estevez) and Dylan (Owen 
Vaccaro) would appreciate all 
the TLC now being lavished 
on them by Brad. Think again. 

He’s been having a heck of time 
winning them over, despite dot-
ing on them 24 / 7 since Dusty’s 
been out of the picture.

The kind of thanks Brad gets 
is being referred to as “Mr. 
Fletcher” by Megan. And to add 
insult to injury, she doodles 

drawings of him with poop on 
his head and being stabbed in 
the eye with a knife. The prob-
lem is that she and brother 
miss their real dad, his flaws 
notwithstanding.

So, you can just imagine 
the effect it has on the house-

hold when he shows up unan-
nounced. For, he soon decides 
to compete with his replace-
ment not only for the affection 
of his children but for that of 
his ex to boot. It doesn’t help 
matters any that Dusty is a vir-
ile hunk while Brad is flabby, 
sterile and unable to get Sarah 
pregnant.

Directed by Sean Anders 
(Sex Drive), “Daddy’s Home” is 
a dysfunctional family comedy 
which basically pits a nerdy 
nice guy versus a bad boy alpha 
male. The movie reunites Will 
Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg who 
generated tremendous chemis-
try as ill-matched police part-
ners in the action comedy “The 
Other Guys” (2010).

This collaboration as adver-
saries proves equally-inspired, 
as it allows for both actors to 
play to their strengths. The 
film seizes on as many excuses 
for a shirtless Wahlberg to flex 
his beefcake as it does to show-
case Ferrell in silly slapstick 
sequences.

“Daddy’s Home”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
profanity, crude humor,
suggestive material 
and mature themes
Running time: 
96 minutes
Distributor: 
Paramount Pictures

From left, Will Ferrell, Scarlett Estevez, Owen Vaccaro and Linda Cardellini in the movie 
“Daddy’s Home.” daddyshomemovie.tumblr.com

Wahlberg, Ferrell compete for kids’ affection
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neighborhood residents.
Festively dressed, and acces-

sorized with red and white 

Santa hats, the models strut-
ted down the carpeted runway 
wearing handmade handbags 
by “My Bottom Bag.” The cute 
accessory, created from recycle 
jeans, skirts and jackets, daz-
zled in plaid, bright hues, and 
denim.

M y b o t t o m b a g s . c o m 
describes the handmade 
accessory as one of a kind that 
reflects an individual artis-
tic inspiration. The pieces are 
embellished with chains, rib-
bons, sequins, lace and belts.

Designer Shemaine Wil-
liams said she sees clothes as 
handbags and as such, started 
to work with recycled clothes 
making them new again into 
handbag.

“I love fashion, and ideas 
just seem to flow,” said Wil-
liams, a Harlem resident who 
was discovered by Jackie Love 

at a recent show in Manhat-
tan.

The youngsters received 
loud applause for the chic way 
they display the pieces, a skill 
they brought with them from 
the J. Love Fashion School 
that has a comprehensive 
modeling program. The school 
offers workshops to adults and 
youth. 

Students learn runway, 
proper posture habits, look 
analysis, proper eye contact, 
voice projection, on camera 
auditioning, professionalism, 
poise and photo posing. 

Jackie Love, who was fea-
tured in many magazines and a 
novel by Pastor Lorraine Walk-
er titled “Woman to Woman 
Dying to Love” said, J. Love 
Fashion School of Etiquette 
has bridged the gap between 
her students and the movers 
and shakers in the industry.

To learn more, visit www.
jlovefashionschool.org.
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Here
Alessia Cara

Like I’m Gonna Lose You
Meghan Trainor...

Sorry
Justin Bieber

Hello
Adele

Same Old Love
Selena Gomez

Hotline Bling
Drake

Stitches
Shawn Mendes

On My Mind
Ellie Gouling

Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift

Ex’s & oh’s
Elle King

25
Adele

Royalty
Chris Brown

Star Wars: The Force...
Soundtrack

Purpose
Justin Bieber

That’s Christmas to Me
Pentatonix

King Push
Pusha T

Christmas & Chill (EP)
Arianda Grande

Greatest Hits: Decade#1
Carrie Underwood

Traveller
Chris Stapleton

Blurryface
twenty one pilots

TOP 10 
SINGLES

more. 
According to Levy, “I have 

like five albums that’s not 
released. I don’t release albums 
like how I see these other art-
ists nowadays. I released an 
album in 2015 and I’m not 
going to put out a next album 
till the end of 2016, so that will 
be a two-year period. I’ll be 
giving it time to spread itself 
out. It’s hard times and I don’t 
believe in releasing albums 
every year.” 

In comparison to other art-
ists, Levy doesn’t understand 
the motivation behind putting 
out multiple albums, mixtapes, 
and singles back-to-back. In his 
opinion, what’s more impor-
tant is creating a good album 
that is worth being listened 
to and given the appropriate 
breathing room to make its 
way around the world to be 
appreciated. 

“I can’t keep up with artists 
releasing song after song after 
song, they use good songs to 
kill good songs. The world is 
big and it takes time for music 
and a good album to circulate 
around the world and be appre-
ciated,” he said. 

Nominated for his first-
ever Grammy despite his long 
career, Levy is competing 
against artists including Jah 
Cure, Luciano, Morgan Herit-
age and Rocky Dawuni, who 
may have all been inspired by 

his beloved sound and style.
The honor comes after his 

May release of “AcousticaLevy,” 
and while it is about time, he 
also does not fault the recogni-
tion considering he has not put 
out any albums in 23 years.

“It’s a great look, I really 
appreciate and love the nomi-
nation,” Levy said. “I think it’s 
about time. I’ve been in the 
business a long time. Some 
of these people I see getting 
Grammys — at the end of the 
day I still cannot say that I 
deserve a Grammy because I 
didn’t release an album for 23 
years. I’d have to blame myself 
for not releasing an album even 
though I was making albums 
and saving them on my hard-
drive.”

Levy is wasting no time 
following the ball drop as he 
intends on getting right back 
into the studio to polish off an 
upcoming single, “Great Sur-
vivor,” and begin working on a 
new body of work. 

While he is gearing up to 
once again put out another 
album, do not expect Levy 
to drop the project in 2016; 
instead, anticipate the album 
sometime in 2017.

“I’m going back in the stu-
dio January morning to finish 
up a new single called ‘Great 
Survivor’ and getting ready to 
release my other album,” he 
said. 

Stay tuned for the upcoming 
58th Grammys airing Sunday, 
Feb. 15, 2016 and remain on 
the look out for Levy’s upcom-
ing new music.

chipilli Dance Ensemble folk 
dances were on one program.

The authentic Indian Anjna 
Dance Company, the Bulgarian 
Elea Gorana Dance Company, 
Pei-Rong Wu dancing a tradi-
tional Chinese fan dance and 
Nyla Phoenix’s Middle-Eastern 
belly dance made up another 
program. 

Danse Expressions Dance 
Company, mixing modern with 
traditional Haitian rara, Yang 
Wang’s traditional Chinese folk 
peacock dance and the Reac-
tion Dance Company that fuses 
Bollywood, hip-hop and other 
dance forms were on the third 
schedule of dance groups.

The two-year-old JP Dance 
Group, a contemporary dance 
company based in Harlem, is 
dedicated to promoting diver-
sity in dance  and aims to make 
dance accessible to all. It part-
ners with Harlem’s Riverbank 
State Park’s Young People Per-

formance Series and yearly pro-
vides free performances to hun-
dreds of children and seniors.

The inception of this pro-
duction started with a half-
hour piece that was performed 

at Riverbank. The company 
itself is multi-ethnic and with 
growing interest to expand the 
production, Dance The World 
evolved. 

Queens, the borough known 

for its ethnic diversity, seemed 
a perfect fit for this production 
that highlights through dance 
many colorful and expres-
sive cultures from around the 
world.

Continued from page 29 

Continued from page 29 

Continued from page 29 

Clara and the company in one of the fi nal numbers in the Dance The World Nutcracker 
Festival by the JP Dance Group. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Fashion

Barrington

Dance

Designer Shemaine Williams poses with models wearing 
pieces from her ‘My Bottom Bag” collection. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By John Wawrow
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) _ The 

Buffalo Bills’ season finale against 
the New York Jets will have some 
meaning to it, after all.

Buffalo, though, will be playing 
the role of spoiler — not exactly what 

Bills coach Rex Ryan was anticipat-
ing when it came to a one-game 
showdown against his former team.

“I don’t really feel anything about 
it,” Ryan said. “I just know we’re 
going to give them our best shot.”

Ryan spoke after a 16-6 win over 

Dallas on Sunday in a game between 
two teams already out of playoff con-
tention. The Jets (10-5), meanwhile, 
kept their hopes alive with a 26-20 
overtime win over New England.

The chance to affect the posts-

Buffalo to play the role of spoiler

Continued on Page 36

By Azad Ali
West Indies all-rounder Dwayne 

Bravo says “politics” is killing the game 
of cricket in the Caribbean and that the 
administrators need to take a hard look 
at themselves.

Bravo, who was asked about the 
team’s innings-and-112-run loss to 
Australia recently in the First Test at 
Hobart, said it was painful to see West 
Indies slip to one big loss after another 
despite having the personnel to com-
pete.

He noted that the gradual decline 
to a host of factors, including external 
interference and lack of infrastructure.

By Azad Ali
West Indies hard-hitting opening 

batsman Chris Gayle is planning to 
return to Test cricket next year.

Gayle was quoted by reporters in 
Australia as saying one of his goals for 
the New Year is to resume his playing 
career with the West Indies Test team 
barring injury.

The top batsman said had it not been 
for his lingering back injury, he would 
have been playing in the current Test 
series between Australia and the West 

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

West Indies Chris Gayle waves his 
bat to the crowd as he leaves the 
fi eld after he was dismissed for 61 
runs while batting against New Zea-
land during their Cricket World Cup 
quarterfi nal match in Wellington, 
New Zealand.  
 Associated Press / Ross Setford

Buffalo Bills wide receiver Chris Hogan (15) is unable to catch a pass as Dallas Cowboys cornerback Ter-
rance Mitchell (21) defends during the fi rst half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 27, 2015, in Orchard 
Park, N.Y.  Associated Press / Gary Wiepert

Gayle plans a 
Test comeback

Bravo: Politics 
killing cricket

BILLS, JETS BILLS, JETS 
SHOWDOWNSHOWDOWN
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eason picture motivates guard Richie 
Incognito.

“This will be a playoff game for us,” 
he said.

It’s as close as it’ll get for the Bills 
(7-8), who have already extended the 
NFL’s longest active playoff drought to 
16 seasons.

The Bills overcame an injury-deplet-
ed roster to show a semblance of com-
petitiveness against the Cowboys.

Running back Mike Gillislee had 93 
yards rushing and sealed the win by 
weaving his way up the right sideline to 
score on a 50-yard touchdown run with 
2:25 remaining. Rookie Karlos Williams 
also scored on a 1-yard run as the NFL’s 
top-ranked running attack combined 
for 236 yards despite missing numerous 
regulars, including LeSean McCoy.

The Cowboys (4-11) continue to 
slide without injured quarterback Tony 
Romo. Kellen Moore lost in his first 
career start, and Dallas dropped to 1-10 
in games without Romo.

Dan Bailey had two field goals for the 
Cowboys, who have combined to score 
just four touchdowns in their past five 
games.

“We certainly need to get better 
offensively,” coach Jason Garrett said. 
“We did a good job of running the foot-

ball at different times. But we weren’t 
able to sustain drives.”

Here are a number of things that 
stood out as Buffalo beat Dallas for the 
first time since 1996 to end a three-
game skid:

MOORE’S MISSES: Moore finished 
13 of 31 for 186 yards with an intercep-
tion. The Cowboys settled for Bailey’s 
22-yard field goal after a drive stalled at 
Buffalo’s 4 when Moore overthrew Brice 
Butler in the end zone in the second 
quarter.

In the third quarter, Moore marched 
Dallas 54 yards and faced a first-and-10 
at Buffalo’s 26. His low pass to Butler 
tipped off the receiver’s fingers and into 
the hands of linebacker A.J. Tarpley for 
an interception.

Garrett has yet to determine whether 
to give Moore a start in the Cowboys’ 
finale against Washington.

INJURIES: Bills starting defensive 
tackle Marcell Dareus did not return 
after hurting his neck. Receiver and 
special teams ace Marcus Easley had 
his left leg immobilized and was carted 
off after being hurt covering a punt 
return.

For Dallas, safety Barry Church 
broke his right arm. The Cowboys were 
already missing receiver Dez Bryant, 
who was held out because of an injured 

right foot and ankle.
NO SACKS: The Bills defense was 

held without a sack for the second 
time this season. A year after having 
an NFL-leading 54 sacks, Buffalo has 
managed just 20 through 15 games. 
The team’s low for a 16-game season is 
22, in 1978.

MISSED KICKS: Bills kicker Dan 
Carpenter missed his fifth extra-point 
attempt of the season _ and fourth in 
seven games _ after Williams’ touch-
down. Carpenter did hit a 32-yard field-
goal attempt.

Bailey missed only his second field-
goal attempt of the season when his 
50-yarder fell short in the first half. Bai-
ley had been five of five from 50 yards 
or longer this year. His only other miss 
was from 48.

MILESTONES: Cowboys tight end 
Jason Witten had one catch for 12 yards 
to extend his streak to 118 consecutive 
games with a reception to break the 
franchise mark he shared with Hall of 
Fame receiver Michael Irvin. ... Bills 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor had 67 yards 
rushing to up his season total 517, 
surpassing the single-season franchise 
record for yards rushing by a quarter-
back set by Doug Flutie (476) in 1999.

Indies.
The 36-year-old Jamaican has 

been ongoing rehabilitation work 
after surgery on a debilitating back 
injury earlier this year.

“I haven’t retired from the game. 
Test cricket is still on the agenda, for 
sure,” said Gayle, who played the last of 
his 103 Tests in July 2014.

Gayle, who has scored 7214 Test runs 
at an average of 42.18, has stressed that 
his interest in Test cricket has not 
dwindled but explained that his back 
problems have delayed his return to the 
longer format of the game.

He is currently playing for the Mel-
bourne Renegades in the Big Bash 
League after earlier this month fea-
turing in four Twenty20 matches of 
the Bangladesh Premier League.

Gayle has also appealed for support 
for the West Indies team, comprising 
mostly of young players, saying they 
need time to develop as a Test play-
ing side.

West Indies lost seven of their last 
10 Test matches and suffered a heavy 
defeat in the recent opening Test 
against Australia.

“We’ve got the players to be up 
there with the best in the world, but 
there are a lot of things going on,” 
said Bravo, who is in Australia to 
play for the Melbourne Renegades in 
the Big Bash League. We don’t’ have 
proper grounds, proper nets or a 
proper academy. All these things are 
a part of our downfall,” he said.

He added, “The relationship 
between players, board members 
and management staff needs to get 
stronger and tighter. They need to 
have a lot more honesty. There are a 
lot of dishonest people in charge.”

His remarks follow those of fast 
bowling legend Michael Holding who 
said recently the West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) was “dysfunctional, 
untrustworthy, and not liked by the 
employees,” while batting icon Brian 
Lara squarely laid the blame on the 
administrator for “bad governance.”

Continued from page 35 

Continued from page 35 

Continued from page 35 
New York Jets wide receiver Brandon Marshall (15) catches a pass for a touchdown in front of New England Pa-
triots’ Logan Ryan (26) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 27, 2015, in East Rutherford, 
N.J. Associated Press / Seth Wenig

BILLS GEAR UP TO FACE JETS

Cricket

Gayle

West Indies’ Dwayne Bravo cel-
ebrates after taking the catch to 
dismiss Australia’s batsman James 
Faulkner during their ICC Twen-
ty20 Cricket World Cup match in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Friday, March 
28, 2014.  
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, File
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ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

By Rob Harris
LONDON (AP) _ Dawn had 

just broken in Zurich when a 
man was spotted being dragged 
out of an opulent hotel’s side 
entrance. Raising a single 
white sheet, hotel staff made 
an inadequate attempt to shield 
the guest being forced to check 
out early after being arrested in 
his bedroom.

Eduardo Li was in clear view 
on the quiet side street as he 
was bundled into an unmarked 
police car, one of seven FIFA 
officials arrested as Swiss 
police swooped on the Baur 
au Lac hotel at the behest of 
American authorities.

Years of investigations into 
soccer corruption burst into 
public view on the morning of 
May 27 as the so-called “World 
Cup of fraud” was exposed and 
FIFA would be coerced into 
cleaning up its act.

Li, the Costa Rican fed-
eration president who was in 
Zurich expecting to join FIFA’s 
elite executive committee, was 
a lesser-known target of the 
U.S. case. But his arrest, which 

was captured on video by The 
Associated Press (http://bit.
ly/1UdDi1A ), was the most vis-
ible.

By the end of 2015, four FIFA 
vice presidents had been indict-
ed in the United States, includ-
ing two swept up in a second 
wave of arrests in December 
after being chosen to replace 
those from the Americas 
indicted in May.

A fifth VP, Michel Platini, 
was banished by FIFA from soc-
cer until 2023 along with Sepp 
Blatter — the man he was 
expected to succeed as presi-
dent — after their dealings 
became the subject of a Swiss 
criminal case.

After 40 years at FIFA, 17 
as president, the reign of the 
seemingly immovable Blatter 
ended in disgrace in 2015. Few 
lamented his downfall.

The 79-year-old Blatter did 
not see it coming in February 
when he beamed: “Now you see 
why I am happy” as he relaxed 
in a Northern Ireland hotel 
accompanied by a girlfriend 
almost 30 years his junior at a 

FIFA meeting.
And Blatter managed 

to brush off the anger that 
greeted revelations about the 
scale of bribery and kickbacks 
— corruption that mostly 
occurred within confederations 
rather than involving FIFA HQ 
in Zurich — to be voted in for 
a fifth term by federations on 
May 29.

Batter subjected himself to 
a bruising encounter with the 
media the next day, a Saturday 
morning when he was asked 
whether some of the accusa-
tions were indicative of his 
“incompetence or intentional 
negligence.”

Blatter was defiant, vowing 
to see out his four-year term. 
The bravado quickly evaporat-
ed.

“Then came the different 
information from the U.S. with 
this and that,” Blatter aide Wal-
ter Gagg told the AP.

After being warned in meet-
ings with associates that he 
could be the next FIFA execu-
tive in the prosecutors’ sights, 
Blatter stunned the world on 

Tuesday June 2 by announcing 
plans to resign, accepting he 
lacked the game’s backing.

Blatter hoped to hand over 
power in February, but the 
Swiss attorney general inter-
vened by raiding FIFA’s HQ in 
September and questioning the 
president. Years of suspicions 
about Blatter’s integrity were 
confirmed when he was ban-
ished by FIFA’s ethics judge for 
unethical conduct over a finan-
cial transaction with Platini, 
who received the same eight-
year ban from soccer.

The Swiss investigation 
— like the parallel American 
case — will continue into 2016 
as trials begin and more offi-
cials fear their illicit profiteer-
ing from sporting contracts is 
uncovered. At the same time, 
FIFA will implement reforms 
designed to clean up the organ-
ization and elect a new presi-
dent on Feb. 26.

Perhaps what surprised soc-
cer fans in 2015 as much as 
the arrests was the interest of 
U.S. Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch in such sleaze.

Soccer’s dark year: From bribery 
arrests to suicide attacks

In this Monday, Dec. 21, 2015 fi le photo, FIFA President Sepp 
Blatter arrives for a news conference in Zurich, Switzerland 
after he was banned for eight years from all football-related 
activities over a $2 million payment by FIFA to Michel Pla-
tini, the president of European soccer’s ruling body UEFA. 
Platini, who was Blatter’s heir-apparent, also received an 
eight-year ban. Associated Press / Matthias Schrader, File
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com


