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Exxon to drill second well for 
newest Latin producer

By Nelson A. King 
U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (NY-08) and 

Brooklyn Councilman Jumaane Williams on 
Tuesday welcomed President Obama’s new 
executive actions to reduce gun violence and 
make communities safer. 

“With this historic action, President Obama 

has taken a significant step toward making 
America a safer place,” said Jeffries, whose 
8th Congressional District includes parts of 
Brooklyn and Queens.

He noted that, over the past decade, more 
than 100,000 Americans have been killed as 

Continued on Page 8

By Bert Wilkinson
Guyana, the Caribbean trade 

group nation which has long been 
known to be the one blessed with 
the most natural resources of its 
regional neighbors, is setting to 
become Latin America’s newest 
oil and gas producer sooner that 
most people would dare to think.

Back in May, Exxon Mobil, 
which has had a large offshore 
concession declared a humon-
gous oil and gas find in a field 
about 120 miles offshore Guyana 
triggering jubilation in the coun-
try of less than a million people, a 
nation that will soon be very rich 
from all appearances.

In the past week, officials from 
Exxon’s Houston, Texas head-
quarters, flew by private jet to 

Georgetown for talks with Presi-
dent David Granger and other top 
officials.

The American delegation 
included Stephen Greenlee, the 
president of Exxon who Guyanese 
government officials had said late 
last year that they are very happy 
to see.

This is because they wanted to 
discuss the issue of Guyana draw-
ing down up to $2B even before 
a drop of oil is pumped to fund 
a string of development projects 
across the country — roads, rural 
and hinterland electrification and 
an asphalted 350-mile jungle road 
to Brazil.

Officials this week were reluc-
tant to talk about the frontload-

Continued on Page 6

His cheek wet with tears, President Barack Obama President Barack Obama recalls 
the 20 fi rst-graders killed in 2012 at Sandy Hook Elementary School, while speaking 
in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016, about 
steps his administration is taking to reduce gun violence. 
 Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais

Obama’s new executive actions 

GUYANA
 TO PUMP 
OIL SOON
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 

Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-

ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-

form a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations 

are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 

country are racing to acquire and get 

trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands 

of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 

back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 

result of space travel: Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without 

it. After investigated this now phenomenon 

here’s what they found: During the anti-

gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 

When you travel through space, the effects 

of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken 

off your spine and discs. Even better — 

and this is the key — a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually 

sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 

have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 

documented success with are back pain, 

sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 

(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-

ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 

failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 

this new FDA approved solution to back 

pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-

234-6212 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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By Nelson A. King 
The predominantly Black Medgar 

Evers College in Brooklyn, which 
boasts a high percentage of Carib-
bean students, is mourning the pass-
ing of Dominican-born community 
activist Agnes M. Abraham.

Abraham, a former student of the 
school, died on Dec. 22. She was 56. 
No reason was given for her death. 

The college said in a statement on 
Wednesday that Abraham, a “long-
time community leader,” died at her 
Brooklyn home. “Ms. Abraham was 
not only a friend to those who knew 
her but was a fierce and dynamic 
advocate for many she never met,” 
said the statement, stating that Abra-
ham served as chairperson of the 
Council of Community Advisory 
Boards of the New York City Health 
and Hospitals Corporation (HHC), 
now NYC Health and Hospitals, the 
largest public healthcare system in 
the United States. 

She was also chairperson of the 
Community Advisory Board (CAB) at 
the sprawling Kings County Hospi-
tal Center in Central Brooklyn. CABs 
are the public’s direct connection to 
the planning, program development 
and service delivery at HHC facilities 
around the New York City, the college 
said. 

Before graduating from Medgar 
Evers College with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Public Administration, 
Abraham served for three years on 
the Student Government Association 
(SGA): Two-terms as SGA president 
(2002-2004) and one-year as Senior 
Class President (2004-2005). 

“As a student-representative in the 
SGA, she was a change agent that 
worked tirelessly to support the growth 
of the institution,” the college said. 

Additionally, Abraham served as 
the chairperson of the University Stu-
dent Senate and, by virtue of this 
role, sat on the City University of New 
York’s (CUNY) Board of Trustees as 
an ex-officio student trustee.

By Nelson A. King
The full New York City Council has 

approved the plan to build a new Brook-
lyn Heights Library.

“The City Council’s approval of the 
Brooklyn Heights Library project is 
a victory for the thousands of Brook-
lyn residents who rely on their public 
libraries for essential programs, services 
and resources,” said Linda E. Johnson, 
president and chief executive officer of 
Brooklyn Public Library (BPL).

The Brooklyn Heights communi-
ty will now have the largest branch 
library in the borough, with robust pro-
gramming, extended hours, enhanced 
business and technology services, and a 
new library in the neighborhoods of 
DUMBO / Vinegar Hill / Farragut,” she 
added. 

Johnson said the benefits extend to 

communities throughout the borough, 
“as BPL will now be able to deliver 
much-needed funding for other branch-
es in disrepair. 

“We are grateful for the leadership 
of Council Member Steve Levin and 
the support of the entire City Council, 
and we look forward to bringing this 
important development to fruition,” she 
added. 

Johnson said the new Brooklyn 
Heights library will be 26,620 feet, 
expanded 24 percent from 21,500 
square feet. 

The library, which will be open seven 
days per week, will be one of the larg-
est in Brooklyn, providing more usable 
space for the neighborhood than the 
existing branch, she said. 

She said a brand new 5,000 square 
foot library will be created to serve the 

DUMBO, Vinegar Hill, and Farragut 
Houses communities, representing the 
first expansion of the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library system since the Cortelyou 
branch was added in 1983.

Johnson said an interim library will 
be built out at 95 Remsen St. just five 
blocks from the existing branch. 

Designed by renowned architecture 
firm Leven Betts, the library will include 
robust programming and regular hours 
to ensure that Brooklyn Heights experi-
ences uninterrupted library service in 
a facility that meets its needs, Johnson 
said. She disclosed that 9,000 square 
feet in the new building at Cadman 
Plaza West will be set aside for dedicated 
STEM education labs administered by 
the NYC Department of Education and 
serving students in Community School 
District. 

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Assemblywoman Rodneyse 

Bichotte has described as “a low blow” 
recent comments made by former New 
York Police Department (NYPD) Com-
missioner Raymond Kelly that the 
department, now under new leadership, 
is engaged in falsifying crime statistics.

Kelly claimed that the lower crime 
rates reported by the de Blasio adminis-
tration have “some issues.”

“In fact, New York is becoming a safer 
place to live because of our current Mayor 
and our current Police Commissioner 
[William J. Bratton],” said Bichotte, the 
first ever Haitian American from New 
York City to be elected to the State Legis-
lature, in a Caribbean Life interview.

“I applaud the current administration’s 
efforts to lower crime,” added the repre-
sentative for the 42nd Assembly District 
in Brooklyn. “Such comments by former 
Commissioner Kelly are a low blow to 
our police officers who make our streets 
safe.”

Bichotte said the Mayor’s report that 
crime was lower by 4 percent this past 
year “is a statistic that I feel personally as 
a NYC resident.

“The fact that the unconstitutional 
use of stop, question and frisk is down, 
along with overall crime is something to 
celebrate,” she said. “Also, while I am not 
intimately familiar with the data, I am 
confident in the Mayor’s integrity, and 
stand by him.”

Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 
Adams, a former NYPD sergeant, said it 
was “patently offensive” for Kelly to sug-
gest that the NYPD is in any way involved 
with falsifying crime statistics. 

“The fact that there is no proof to this 
spurious charge is fitting with his history 
of lobbing rhetorical bombs behind the 
shade of tabloid covers, while falling silent 
under the scrutiny of truth,” said an out-
raged Adams. 

During the Floyd trial, Adams said 

Kelly had a chance to testify under oath, 
“in front of the world, in response to his 
regime’s use of stop and frisk. 

“Instead, he ducked,” said Adams, add-
ing that “the evidence shows that when 
Ray Kelly had the chance to back up his 
media bloviating, he didn’t take it.”

Agnes M. Abraham.
 Medgar Evers College

Rodneyse Bichotte. Rodneyse Bichotte

Kelly’s comments on crime 
‘a low blow’: Bichotte 

City Council passes Heights Library project

Medgar Evers 
mourns death 

of activist
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Antigua
Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister 

Gaston Browne, who was under pres-
sure to report on the nation’s Citizen-
ship by Investment Program (CIP), has 
revealed CIP passports “sold” has sur-
passed 800.

Speaking in Parliament recently, he 
failed to deliver the report as stipulated 
under the CIP, but committed to doing 
so in January 2016 
as he gave a limited 
update on the program 
and the first since his 
last statement in June.

“June to Dec. 16 this year saw 194 
applications and the granting in excess 
of 300 passports under the program” 
according to the prime minister.

“We have actually had 194 appli-
cations and these are applications 
as opposed to passports, as in some 
instances you may have one individual 
that forms part of an application, or it 
may be four individuals, it could be a 
family, husband and wife and two chil-
dren,” he said. 

Bahamas
A major drug bust by Drug Enforce-

ment Officers in The Bahamas has net-
ted a stash of 1,449 pounds of cocaine 
on the island of Bimini.

The seizure was made two days before 
Christmas and a 41-year-old American 
man was arrested and charged.

Jose Ramon Diaz, of Miami, Flor-
ida was remanded in prison when he 
appeared in court on 
Christmas Eve and 
pleaded not guilty to 
possession of danger-
ous drugs with intent 
to supply, importation of dangerous 
drugs, conspiracy to import dangerous 
drugs and conspiracy to possess dan-
gerous drugs with intent to supply.

Police say that a team of officers 
from the Drug Enforcement Unit (DEU) 
assisted by their counterparts from the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement (DEA) conduct-
ed a search of a yacht moored in Bimini 
— the closest Bahamian island to the 
U.S., located about 50 miles off Flor-
ida’s coast- and found the huge stash 
of drugs.

Diaz, who was on the boat, was sub-
sequently arrested. He faces a maxi-
mum of seven years in prison. 

Barbados
The Barbados government is moving 

to pass legislation to amend the Value 
Added (TAX) to allow for a 22 percent 
tax on voice and other transmission 
from cell phones.

Finance Minister Chris Sinckler told 
legislators recently that the tax, which 
goes into effect from Jan. 1, 2016 will 
raise BDS$14 million (US$7 million) 
annually that would go towards funding 

university scholarships.
Sinckler said the proposed changes 

are meant to “increase the efficiency 
of tax administration, provide for the 
imposition of Value Added Tax on cer-
tain mobile services and enhance the 
enforcement provi-
sions in the act and 
for related matters”.

He said the range 
of services to be cov-
ered by the new levy included use of 
Internet and other transmissions that 
facilitate email, Whatsapp, Skype and 
much more.

The finance minister explained that 
despite the recognized need to fund 
education, government was cautious in 
approaching taxation on mobile serv-
ices.

Cuba
Cuba ended 2015 with an encourag-

ing development in the tourist sector, 
which was able to inject more than two 
billion dollars a year into the economy.

According to preliminary data, from 
January to November, 3,139,837 people 
traveled to the communist country, 
equivalent to a 17. 6 
percent growth com-
pared to the figure 
recorded for the same 
period in 2014.

That figure exceeded the total 
amount of foreigners who arrived in 
the island last year (3,002,745). And this 

confirms the possibility of breaking, for 
the second consecutive time, the record 
in international visitors to Cuba.

There has been a determination to 
convert Cuba into a major tourist des-
tination in the Caribbean, with promo-
tional campaigns and measures to raise 
the quality of the tourism product.

A year ago, the presidents of Cuba 
and the United States announced their 
intention to move towards normaliza-
tion of relations. Since then, the flow 
of tourists to the island has not stopped 
growing.

In summer, (May to September), con-
sidered the low season for international 
tourism on the island, average arrivals 
increased by nearly 22 percent. In fact, 
traditional winter markets also grew 
during this period.

Grenada
Grenada is on alert in light of con-

firmed cases of Influenza A (H1N1) 
virus in Trinidad and Tobago, including 
three deaths and 29 confirmed cases up 
to Dec. 15, 2015.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. George 
Mitchell said the 
country’s disease sur-
veillance system is on 
alert for the Influenza 
A (H1N1) virus — also 
known as swine flu in Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Trinidad and Tobago Health Minis-
ter Terrence Deyalsingh confirmed 29 

cases of the swine flu in T&T with four 
deaths.

Mitchell said the ministry had no 
choice but to keep its response and sur-
veillance systems heightened to protect 
Grenadian citizens.

“Our choice at this time is the best 
choice — that is, to implement all 
necessary measures that are legal and 
in keeping with International Health 
standards to protect our citizens as best 
as we can,” he said.

H1N1 symptoms include cough, 
fever, sore throat, stuffy or runny nose, 
body aches, chills and fatigue. 

Guyana
The Guyana government is not in 

favor of extending the time allocated 
for the Chairman of the Walter Rodney 
Commission of Enquiry to complete 
and submit its reports.

Governance Minister Raphael Trot-
man told a post-Cabinet briefing that 
President David Granger was not in 
favor of granting an extension. 

Recently, the chairman of the Com-
mission of Enquiry 
(COE), Dr. Sir David 
Richard L. Chelten-
ham wrote to the pres-
ident seeking another 
adjournment to submit the report of 
the Commission’s findings.

According to Trotman, the president, 
in his best judgement and taking every-

Continued on page 16
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Prime Minister Gaston Alphonso Browne of Antigua and Barbuda addresses the United Nations General As-
sembly at U.N. headquarters.  Associated Press / Jason DeCrow

Citizenship by investment
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SUPER SATURDAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 1/81/10/2016, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

FRI, JAN. 8-SUN, JAN. 1O,

THE  
SUPER 
SATURDAY 

SALE
FRIDAY & SUNDAY, TOO! 

SUPER STYLISHSU

5O%-75% OFF 
STOREWIDE
 

SPECTACULAR 
3-DAY SPECIALS
FRI, JAN. 8-SUN, JAN. 1O

OR, USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS FRI-SUN

 WOW! PASS EXTRA SAVINGS ON SELECT 

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL! (EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

VALID 1/8-1/10/2016

EXTRA 15% OFF
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS, PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY 

EXTRA 10% OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, 

INTIMATES, SWIM FOR HER, SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS FOR HIM & HOME ITEMS  

MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: SUPER EXCLUSIONS MAY DIFFER ON MACYS.COM

Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/

electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas 

Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/

locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, Samsung watches, selected licensed depts., services, special 

orders, special purchases, The North Face, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount 

or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

BUY ONLINE, PICK UP IN STORE  

IT’S FAST, FREE AND EASY! DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/STOREPICKUP

FREE SHIPPING & FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM! 

FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN STORE. U.S. 

ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

TEXT “CPN” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!  

Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply.  By texting CPN from my mobile number, I agree to receive 

autodialed marketing SMS/MMS messages from Macy’s to this number. Consent is not required to make a 

purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 for help. 

Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp   Privacy practices at macys.com/privacy

OR, USE THIS PASS FRI ’TIL 1PM OR SAT ’TIL 1PM OR SUN ’TIL 3PM  

 WOW! $1O OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE 

APPAREL & HOME ITEMS (CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS)

$1O OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE.

VALID 1/8 ’TIL 1PM OR 1/9 

’TIL 1PM OR 1/10/16 ‘TIL 3PM. 

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: SUP25 EXCLUSIONS MAY DIFFER ON MACYS.COM

Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/

electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys 

merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike 

on Field, previous purchases, Samsung watches, selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special purchases, The North 

Face, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s 

account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you 

forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase 

gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 
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ing of money from the global oil giant 
but one thing was clear from interviews 
with delegation members who met with 
Greenlee and his team.

They say that Exxon has given local 
authorities every indication that actual 
production of oil and gas could begin 
in what industry officials say would be 
record time — 2017, less than two years 
after the confirmed discovery of a com-
mercial find.

“There is every reason for optimism 
on this issue,” said Prime Minister 
Moses Nagamootoo. “My impression 
from the discussions is that oil will 
be extracted well, long before the next 
general elections in 2020,” he said, 
responding to a specific question about 
a timeline.

When, not if, Guyana begins to pump 
and export oil and gas, it will join Trini-
dad and Suriname as major oil produc-
ers among the 15 nations in the Carib-
bean Community group of nations. Bar-
bados has a small developing on land 
producing industry and others such 
as the Bahamas and Grenada are wak-
ing up to the very real possibility that 
oil and gas might be nearer than they 
think as these countries are surrounded 

by oil and gas producers.
In the case of the Bahamas, it is near 

the Gulf of Mexico, while Grenada is 
neighbor of Trinidad, which has been 
pumping oil for more than 100 years 
and has large gas deposits as well.

The company is forging ahead despite 
soft international prices per barrel of oil 

because it is now cheaper to lease equip-
ment, drilling and exploration rigs as 
many companies around the world have 
either scaled back production or closed 
off for the while, freeing up equipment 
at cheaper than normal rates.

The declaration by Exxon has sparked 
worldwide interest in a basin that the 
U.S. Geological Surveys had long said 
was one of the largest virgin areas in 
the world. Several other companies 
including Repsol of Spain have applied 
for concession blocks adjacent to that 
of Exxon.

Guyana readies for oil, 
gas production

Continued from cover

THE BEST CARIBBEAN PLACE FOR BRUNCH, LUNCH, DINNER IN NYC

1179 ELTON STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11239
Btw Egan Street & Vandalia Ave. 
(718) 975-5065  
(718) 975-5066

Monday: 11am – 11pm
Tuesday: 11am – 11pm
Wednesday: 11am – 11pm
Thursday: 11am – 11pm
Friday: 11am – 11pm
Saturday: 11am – 11pm
Sunday: 11am – 11pm Brunch: 11am - 5pm

REETTREETE

Live Entertainment

)Ample parking

) Fusion Pasta 
) Roti 
) Appetizers 
) Fusion Desserts 

)Monday: Karaoke
)Tuesday: LoL  Tuesdays

)Wednesday: Ladies Night
Free Admission 1 Entree Minimum

Damon Rozier & Friends

Guyana’s President David Arthur Granger addresses the 70th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly, at U.N. Headquarters, Tuesday, Sept. 29, 
2015. 
 Associated Press / Richard Drew, File

“My impression from the 
discussions is that oil will 
be extracted well, long 
before the next general 

elections in 2020.”
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Aviator Sports and Events Center
3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 • (718) 758-7510

Register today! AviatorCamps.com

At Aviator Summer Day Camp,
WE HAVE IT ALL!

There is no limit to the fun your children will have!

Call us today to schedule a tour and learn more:

(718) 758-7510
• New programming for 2016! •

• Air conditioned buses! •

Your kids will thank you!
Early Bird pricing until January 31, 2016.

Your kids will thank you!

Jillian Pelc
516-708-2559
jpelc@nshs.edu

We are looking for people with lupus who are of black race or mixed 
black race to take part in a clinical research study called EMBRACE.

Lupus is more common – and often more severe – in people of black race  
compared with other racial groups.

For more information, please contact the 
study team.

The EMBRACE Study is trying to find out more 
about the safety and effectiveness of belimumab 
(Benlysta™), in this population. Belimumab is an 
approved treatment in several countries for adults 
with lupus. 

If you choose to take part, you will be asked to 
attend 16 clinic visits over the course of 1 year. 
You will be cared for by a team of experienced 
doctors and nurses, and study-related care and 
medication will be provided at no cost to you. 

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO 
ways to get out  

of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke 

detectors and check  
 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
basements or attics.

Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN
PUT YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY IN DANGER
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a result of gun violence. 
“Many of these crimes were commit-

ted by people who never should have been 
able to purchase a gun in the first place,” 
said Jeffries, a key member of the House 
of Representatives’ Judiciary Committee 
and Congressional Black Caucus leader-
ship.

“The overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans agree that every single person who 
purchases a gun should undergo a thor-
ough background check,” he added. 
“House Republicans have done nothing 
to advance gun safety legislation, and 
continue to function as wholly-owned 
subsidiaries of the gun lobby. 

“Enough is enough,” Jeffries contin-
ued. “It’s time for Congress to act.”

Williams, deputy leader of the City 
Council, who represents the 45th Coun-
cil District in Brooklyn, commended the 
president for taking action to reduce the 
supply of illegal guns throughout our 
country. 

“It is clear the president has a difficult 
task and is working against a Republican 
Congress owned by the NRA (National 
Rifle Association),” he said. “Still, he must 
move even further.” 

As co-chair of the City Council’s Task 
Force to Combat Gun Violence, and as 
convener of the National Network to 
Combat Gun Violence, Williams said he 
knows “there are immediate steps we can 
take at all levels of government to actu-
ally address the demand for guns and 
violence.” 

“The city can, and must, continue and 
increase its efforts to tackle the condi-
tions that lead to violence,” he said. “Our 
young people need access to jobs, and we 
need increased funding for programs, 
such as the Crisis Management System, 
proven effective at combating violence 
and creating safer, supportive communi-
ties.”

“We have a responsibility to confront 
gun violence and take meaningful and 
immediate action, our city and our fami-
lies depend on it,” Williams added. 

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.

Jeffries, 
Williams back 

Obama
Continued from cover

By Nelson A. King
The Secretary General of the Organ-

ization of American States (OAS), Luis 
Almagro, has welcomed the agree-
ment reached by Mexican and Central 
America authorities allowing the pas-
sage of thousands of Cuban migrants 
to the United States. 

“The humanitarian situation of the 
Cuban migrants required a quick and 
integral solution, and this agreement 
facilitates that,” said Almagro on Tues-
day.

“We have to congratulate the dip-
lomatic efforts made by the countries 
involved,” he added. “They have taken 
a giant step forward.” 

Almagro, who had followed the 
process closely, also recognized the 
role played by Pope Francis in urging 
a solution to the crisis.

He stressed that “migrants have the 
same rights as other citizens,” adding 
that those rights are “valid regardless 
of the administrative situation of the 
migrants.” 

The secretary general offered the 
support of the OAS to protect migra-
tion in the hemisphere against human 
trafficking, and to develop the agree-
ment reached on Monday in Guatema-
la by Mexico and six Central American 
countries. 

Almagro also reiterated the need 
to protect migrants throughout their 
route, according to the OAS. 

Meantime, as Cubans continue to 
arrive in South Florida in droves, a 
deal that allows thousands stranded in 
Costa Rica to complete their journey 
to the U.S. has relatives scrambling 
to come up with more money to help, 
according to Local 10 TV News in 
Miami. 

Under the U.S.’ “wet foot, dry foot” 
policy, Cubans reaching U.S. shores 
are allowed to stay in the country but 
those caught at sea are repatriated. 

The new deal will allow Cuban 
migrants to travel to Mexico and ride 
a bus to the U.S., Local 10 said. 

“We are very, very happy with the 
news,” said Cuban migrant Reynier 
Garces in Spanish. 

He was among the now estimated 
8,000 who were stuck after Nicaragua 
closed its border on Nov. 13.

Some 250 Cubans were expected to 
fly from San Jose, Costa Rica to San 
Salvador, Salvador, before the year 
ends, according to Local 10.

The television station said they will 
ride a bus from Guatemala through 
Mexico, “which has been aggressively 
trying to stop Central Americans on 
their way to the US.” 

Costa Rica, Mexico, Honduras, Pan-
ama, El Salvador and Guatemala were 
among the signatory nations in the 
new deal, Local 10 said.

Hope for stranded Cubans

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., walks 
down the House steps on Thursday, 
July 16, 2015.  
 Associated Press / CQ Roll Call / Bill Clark
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     Explore places you’ve never been 
before…

Enjoy some real home cooking...

  Not to mention, there’ll be lots of parties, 
festivals, and music events islandwide!

        
You’ve been away for too long and we miss you.

We look forward to welcoming you home for the holidays.
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By Isabel Ortiz
Isabel Ortiz, is the direc-

tor of the Social Protection 
Department at the Interna-
tional Labour Organization 
(ILO). 

GENEVA, Dec 10 2015 
(IPS) - Analysis of the lat-
est International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) expenditure 
projections for 187 coun-
tries between 2005 and 2020 
reveals that there have been 
two distinct phases of gov-
ernment spending patterns 
since the onset of the global 
economic crisis.

During the first phase 
(2008-09) many countries 
introduced fiscal stimu-
lus and expanded public 
spending as a countercy-
clical measure to cushion 
the impacts of the global 
crisis on their populations. 
Overall, 137 countries (or 
73 per cent of the world) 
ramped up expenditure, 
with the average annual 
expansion amounting to 3.3 
per cent of gross domes-
tic product (GDP). About 
50 high and middle-income 
countries announced fiscal 
stimulus packages totalling 
US$2.4 trillion, of which 
approximately a quarter was 
invested in social protection 
measures.

The second period of 
crisis (2010 onwards) is 
marked by fiscal adjust-
ment. In 2010, premature 
budget cuts became wide-
spread, despite the ongoing 
and urgent need of vulner-
able populations for public 
support.

This phase is character-
ized by two major contrac-
tionary shocks, the first 
occurring in 2010-11 and 
the second expected to hit 
in 2016 and continue at 
least until 2020.

According to IMF pro-
jections, 2016 marks the 
beginning of a second, 
major period of expendi-
ture contraction globally. 
Overall, budget reductions 
are expected to impact 132 
countries in 2016 in terms 
of GDP and hover around 
this level until 2020. Devel-
oping world will be the most 
severely affected. Overall, 81 
developing countries, on 
average, are projected to 
cut public spending during 
the forthcoming shock ver-
sus 45 high-income coun-
tries. Expenditure contrac-
tion is expected to impact 
more than two-thirds of all 
countries annually, affect-
ing more than six billion 
persons or nearly 80 per 
cent of the global popula-
tion by 2020.

A review of recent IMF 
reports indicates that gov-
ernments are weighing vari-
ous adjustment measures, 
as summarized below.

Eliminating or reducing 
subsidies: Overall, 132 gov-
ernments in 97 developing 
and 35 high-income coun-
tries are reducing subsidies, 
predominately on fuel, but 
also on electricity, food and 
agriculture. The Middle 
East, North- and Sub-Saha-
ran Africa are the regions 
being hardest hit.

Wage bill cuts/caps: as 

recurrent expenditures like 
salaries of teachers, health 
workers and local civil serv-
ants tend to be the larg-
est component of national 
budgets, an estimated 130 
governments in 96 devel-
oping and 34 high-income 
countries are considering to 
contain the wage bill, often 
as a part of civil service 
reforms.

Rationalizing and fur-
ther targeting social safety 
nets: overall, 107 govern-
ments in 68 developing and 
39 high-income countries 
are considering rationaliz-
ing their spending on wel-
fare, often by revising eli-
gibility criteria and target-
ing to the poorest, reducing 
social protection coverage. 
IMF country reports gener-
ally associate targeting with 
poverty reduction, as a way 
to reconcile poverty reduc-
tion with austerity; howev-
er, targeting risks excluding 
large segments of vulner-
able and low income house-
holds. Rather than targeting 
and scaling-down to achieve 
cost savings over the short 
term, there is a strong case 
for scaling up social protec-
tion for all.

Reforming old-age pen-
sions: approximately 105 
governments in 60 devel-
oping and 45 high-income 
countries are discussing 
changes to their pension 
systems, such as through 
raising contribution rates, 
increasing eligibility peri-
ods, prolonging the retire-
ment age, lowering bene-
fits, sometimes structural 
reforms of contributory 
social security pensions. 
As a result, future pension-
ers are expected to receive 
lower benefits.

By Yilmaz Akyüz
Yilmaz Akyüz is the chief 

economist of the South Centre, 
Geneva. http://www.southcen-
tre.int/

GENEVA, Dec 29 2015 (IPS) 
- Foreign direct investment 
(FDI) is perhaps one of the 
most ambiguous and the least 
understood concepts in inter-
national economics. Common 
debate on FDI is confounded 
by several myths regarding its 
nature and impact on capital 
accumulation, technological 
progress, industrialization and 
growth in emerging and devel-
oping economies.

It is often portrayed as a 
long term, stable, cross-border 
flow of capital that adds to pro-
ductive capacity, helps meet 
balance-of-payments short-
falls, transfers technology and 
management skills, and links 
domestic firms with wider glo-
bal markets.

However, none of these is an 
intrinsic quality of FDI. First, 
FDI is more about transfer 
and exercise of control than 
movement of capital. Contra-
ry to widespread perception, it 
does not always involve flows 
of financial capital (move-
ments of funds through for-
eign exchange markets) or real 
capital (imports of machinery 
and equipment for the instal-
lation of productive capacity). 
A large proportion of FDI does 
not entail cross-border capi-
tal flows but is financed from 
incomes generated on the 

existing stock of investment 
in host countries. Equity and 
loans from parent companies 
account for a relatively small 
part of recorded FDI and even 
a smaller part of total foreign 
assets controlled by transna-
tional corporations.

Second, only the so-called 
greenfield investment makes 
a direct contribution to pro-
ductive capacity and involves 
cross-border movement of 
capital goods. But it is not 
easy to identify from reported 
statistics what proportion of 
FDI consists of such invest-
ment as opposed to transfer 
of ownership of existing firms 
(mergers and acquisitions). 
Furthermore, even when FDI 
is in bricks and mortar, it may 
not add to aggregate gross fixed 
capital formation because it 
may crowd out domestic inves-
tors.

Third, what is commonly 
known and reported as FDI 
may contain speculative com-
ponents and creates destabiliz-
ing impulses, including those 
due to the operation of tran-
snational banks in host coun-
tries, which need to be control-
led and managed as any other 
form of international capital 
flows.

Fourth, the immediate con-
tribution of FDI to balance-
of-payments may be positive, 
since it is only partly absorbed 
by imports of capital goods 
required to install production 
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Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center

Tuition Free Academic and Career Preparation Programs
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Get Prepared for a Great New Year, a New You!
CALL TODAY for YOUR enrollment session! 

“Choosing BEOC gave me 
the opportunity to develop 

my academic skills and set me 
on course to achieve my goals!

The instructors and advisors 
are great and the environment 
is diverse and comfortable!”

Shanay Morris, BEOC Class of 2015

Trinidad and Tobago’s petro-
driven economy, having been 
traditionally regarded as a Carib-
bean gold standard, recent news 
of very troubling jitters on the 
economic front cannot but gen-
erate real concern, even well 
beyond the country’s borders. In 
truth, the fact that the nation, 
so used to a buoyant economic 
climate, needed to brace itself for 
some shockwaves, was a caution 
that should have been sound-
ed well before the government 
changed hands last September. 
With the precipitous decline in 
oil and gas prices on the world 
market, negative impact on the 
country’s economic well being  
was a given. Leave it to the 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar admin-
istration, before it was ousted, 
to have barefacedly insisted that 
everything would be just fine. 

The record of the Bissessar 
government was so chock-full of 
iniquitous conduct, there would 
probably be many willing to cite 
actions taken during the five-
year term that were as repre-
hensible, if not more so, as delib-
erately misleading the populace 
on worrisome economic devel-
opments. Still, there’s no trivial-
izing how dastardly is withhold-

ing the real deal about major 
energy sector changes adversely 
affecting people’s livelihoods. 
What’s even more preposterous, 
though, is Bissessar’s continu-
ing, even today, to maintain that 
there was nothing wrong with 
her government’s handling of 
the reversed economic fortunes 
her government came to face. 
And that included no relent in 
the government’s profligate 
ways, clearly indifferent to what 
the changing times dictated.

In our several well-deserved 
jabs at the Bissessar adminis-
tration, while it prolonged its 
orgy of recklessly abusing the 
privilege of governance, we 
regularly settled on “brazen” as 
most aptly defining the moral 
tenor of the regime in power. 
Perhaps it shouldn’t surprise us 
that “brazen” is no less evident 
in the M.O. of Bissessar and 
her minions after having been 
shown the door by the Trinidad 
and Tobago electorate. Errol Pil-
grim, columnist for Trinidad and 
Tobago’s weekly Mirror, summed 
up Bissessar’s election aftermath 
behavior as pressing on “with 
one inanity after the other.” One 
of which being her peculiar con-
clusion that a recent Standard & 

Poor’s rating downgrade for the 
country, from stable to nega-
tive, was a vindication of her 
government’s economic policies. 
And if that’s not brazen, heaven 
only knows what is. The Stand-
ard & Poor’s action, by the way, 
coming after Moody’s had also 
announced a downgrade, while 
Bissessar and company were still 
calling the shots. 

It had become well estab-
lished fairly early in the life of 
the Bissessar government, that 
scruples were in very short sup-
ply. Touted as reflecting the gov-
ernment’s adherence to moral 
high ground, the firing of one 
cabinet member in the regime’s 
infancy for an alleged conflict of 
interest indiscretion was soon 
recognized to have been all 
the way a farce, given the wall-
to-wall corrupt practices that 
became business as usual. Moral 
failings were indeed overwhelm-
ingly why voters deemed the 
incumbents unfit to any long-

er walk the corridors of power. 
The taint of unprecedented cor-
ruption had rested heavily on 
the Bissessar crew since mid-
way through their tenure, and 
the results of a series of local 
elections had underscored the 
disenchantment in the public 
square. With a gauge of popular 
sentiment about her administra-
tion that was so crystal clear, a 
strategy of concentrated  focus 
on Bissessar personally and 
somehow selling her as discon-
nected from her government’s 
enormous baggage was pretty 
strange as a campaign tactic, 
hardly becoming the homerun 
it was crafted to be. Likewise has 
Bissessar been baffling, in this 
post-election frame, still seem-
ingly wedded to the idea that her 
very presence is up to the chal-
lenge of reconfiguring ingrained 
public perception of her unflat-
tering stint at the helm. Her 
nonsensical response about the 
bond rating downgrade being  
“a vindication” classically illus-
trates the alternate universe she 
has inhabited before and since 
her election defeat.

Wherever in the political 
arena gracelessness is read-
ily identifiable in the package 

anyone presents, who aspires 
to standout achievement as a 
player, the chances of attain-
ing such heights are markedly 
diminished. On the American 
scene, for the past seven years 
we have seen gracelessness in 
spades, in the disrespect shown 
President Obama by many in the 
Republican / Tea Party ranks. 
In Trinidad and Tobago, Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar has “distin-
guished” herself as capable of 
gracelessness comparable with 
anyone, anywhere. A telling indi-
cator of how she would treat 
with the administration that 
replaced hers was her refusal 
to congratulate incoming Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Rowley on 
election night…not to mention 
a refusal to address even her 
own party supporters.

Trinidad and Tobago’s new 
economic challenges — to 
which, beyond energy sec-
tor problems, the Bissessar 
administration’s policies ably 
contributed — would, in the 
best of worlds, require of Biss-
essar, in the national interest, 
perhaps her finest demonstra-
tion of statecraft. No one is fool 
enough, though, to entertain 
those expectations. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

They knowingly suppressed economic reality
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Labour market flexibilization is 
being discussed by 89 governments 
in 49 developing and 40 high-income 
countries. Reforms include revising the 
minimum wage, limiting salary adjust-
ments to cost of living benchmarks, 
decentralizing collective bargaining, 
and easing firing and compensation 
arrangements at the enterprise level. 
Labour market reforms are suppos-
edly aimed at increasing competitive-
ness and supporting businesses during 
recessions. However, available evidence 
suggests that labour market flexibiliza-
tion will not generate decent jobs. On 
the contrary, in a context of economic 
contraction, this approach is likely to 
generate labour market “precarization,” 
depress domestic incomes/demand and 
ultimately hinder recovery efforts.

Reforming health systems: 56 gov-
ernments in 34 developing and 22 
high-income countries are discussing 

reforms to their healthcare systems, 
generally through increasing fees and 
co-payments as well as by introducing 
cost-saving measures in public health 
centres.

Increasing consumption taxes on 
goods and services. Some 138 gov-
ernments in 93 developing and 45 
high-income countries are considering 
options to boost revenue by raising VAT 
or sales tax rates or removing exemp-
tions. However, increasing the cost of 
basic goods and services can erode 
the already limited incomes of vulner-
able households and stifle economic 
activity. Alternatively, progressive tax 
approaches should be considered, such 
as taxes on income, inheritance, prop-
erty and corporations, including the 
financial sector.

Privatization of public assets and 
services: according to IMF reports, this 
revenue generation approach is being 
pondered by 55 governments in 40 
developing and 15 high-income coun-
tries. 

OP-EDS

capacity. But its longer-term impact is 
often negative because of high import 
content of foreign firms and profit 
remittances. This is true even in coun-
tries highly successful in attracting 
export-oriented FDI.

Finally, superior technology and 
management skills of transnational 
corporations create an opportunity for 
the diffusion of technology and ideas. 
However, the competitive advantage 
these firms have over newcomers in 
developing countries can also drive 
them out of business. They can help 
integrate developing countries into glo-
bal production networks, but participa-
tion in such networks also carries the 
risk of getting locked into low value-
added activities.

These do not mean that FDI does 
not offer any benefits to developing 
and emerging countries. Rather, policy 
in host countries plays a key role in 
determining the impact of FDI in these 
areas. A laissez-faire approach could 
not yield much benefit. It may in fact do 
more harm than good.

Successful examples are found not 
necessarily among countries that 
attracted more FDI, but among those 
which used it in the context of national 
industrial policy designed to shape the 
evolution of specific industries through 
interventions. This means that devel-
oping countries need adequate policy 
space vis-à-vis FDI and transnational 
corporations if they are to benefit from 
it.

Still, the past two decades have seen 
a rapid liberalization of FDI regimes 
and erosion of policy space in emerging 

and developing countries vis-à-vis tran-
snational corporations. This is partly 
due to the commitments undertaken in 
the World Trade Organization as part of 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Invest-
ment Measures .

However, many of the more serious 
constraints are in practice self-inflict-
ed through unilateral liberalisation 
or bilateral investment treaties signed 
with more advanced economies – a 
process that appears to be going ahead 
with full force, with the universe of 
investment agreements reaching 3,262 
at the end of 2014.

Unlike earlier bilateral treaties, 
recent agreements give significant lev-
erage to international investors. They 
often include rights to establishment, 
the national treatment and the most 
favoured-nation clauses, broad defini-
tions of investment and investors, fair 
and equitable treatment, protection 
from expropriation, free transfers of 
capital and prohibition of performance 
requirements.

Furthermore, the reach of bilateral 
investment treaties has extended rap-
idly thanks to the use of the so-called 
Special Purpose Entities which allow 
transnational corporations from coun-
tries without a bilateral treaty with the 
destination country to make the invest-
ment through an affiliate incorporated 
in a third-party state with a bilateral 
treaty with the destination country.

Many bilateral investment treaties 
include provisions that free foreign 
investors from the obligation of having 
to exhaust local legal remedies in dis-
putes with host countries before seek-
ing international arbitration. 

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 
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Bilateral investment treaties
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It takes all-nighters, moonlighting,  
and burning the midnight oil to get to where you want to be.

If your woman or minority-owned company is ready to grow, then we  
invite you to apply for The Workshop at Macy’s – our free and exclusive  

vendor retail development program in New York City. Gain valuable insight  
and prepare your business for tomorrow in the city that never sleeps.

Learn more and apply today at macysinc.com/workshop

IItt takes all-nighters, moonlighting,
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

By Tequila Minsky
You’ve got another year to 

get your free municipal I.D. 
The City is extending its sign-

up schedule for its City munici-
pal I.D. program–IDNYC– into 
2016, a second year. 

The I.D. provides official 
identification for those who 
previously do not have govern-
ment issued identification and 
enables the holder to get into 
government and other build-
ings including public schools 
that require an I.D. Instituted 
in 2015, the program is an ini-
tiative of the Mayor’s Office. 

Mayor deBlasio said at the orig-
inal launch, “This I.D. addresses 
substantially the notion that we 
all matter and everyone has an 
identity.” The I.D. is open to all 
New Yorkers including undocu-
mented, elderly, homeless, vets, 
and transgender. 

Enrollment centers have 
been set up in some libraries 
and many other sites around 
the city.

While proof of New York res-
idency is a requirement, immi-
gration status is not informa-
tion that is asked. Knowing 
someone has a municipal I.D. 
would not indicate they are 

undocumented immigrants, 
since the I.D. is available to all 
New Yorkers.

“If you’re calling about a 
municipal I.D., call 311” is the 
first thing a caller hears on the 
voicemail of immigrant advo-
cacy group Make The Road New 
York, proof that getting the 
IDNYC is encouraged. Twen-
ty percent of applicable resi-
dents in Corona Park, a richly 
immigrant neighborhood, have 
IDNYC. One out of 10 Queens’s 
residents have IDNYC.

Rosemary Boeglin from the 
Mayor’s Office said, “We know 
that immigrant New Yorkers 
have been some of the first and 
most eager applicants across 
the five boroughs.”

As of Fall 2015, 52 percent 
of the 311 inquiries in regards 
to IDNCY were in non-English: 
Spanish accounts for 88 percent 
of the non-English, with Man-
darin next (4.6 percent of non-
English) followed by Cantonese, 
Russian, Korean, Haitian Creole, 
Hindi, and other languages. 

More than 700,000 New 
Yorkers across the city have 
thus far received one. There 
are many other benefits beyond 
just identification that are 

attached to the card, which 
adds to its popularity.

The perk that attracts a large 
swath of New Yorkers is a free 
membership package at the 
City’s leading cultural insti-
tutions, an added seven more 
than last year. 

The American Museum of Nat-
ural History, the Bronx Museum 
of the Arts, Flushing Town Hall, 
the Staten Island Zoo, and the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens are 
among the 40 cultural institu-
tions offering free memberships. 
Metropolitan Opera, Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, and the 
Museum of Modern Art are also 
on the list. 

Joining at each individual 
institution, cultural mem-
berships redeemed through 
IDNYC will be good for one 
year from the date the mem-
bership benefit is redeemed. 
Institutions have different pro-
tocols for enrolling members 
— check with the participating 
institution.

The IDNYC Card also ena-
bles one to open a bank or 
credit account at more than 
a dozen financial institutions 
across New York City. The card 
can be integrated with your 

library account at the New York, 
Brooklyn and Queens Public 
Library Systems. Additionally, 
the cardholder can receive spe-
cial entertainment eg. movie or 
Broadway show on-line offers. 
Also there are discounts with 
Citi Bike and the NYC Parks 
Dept. recreation centers. www.
nyc.gov/idnyc/benefits.

Good for five years, IDNYC is 
a permanent program, written 
into City Law. 

On his visit to New York, on 
September 15, 2015, the Pope, 
Pope Francis Bergoglio was 
issued an honorary IDNYC. 

For an appointment to sign 
up: https://idnyc.appointment-
plus.com/.

IDNYC, the City’s municipal ID, is delivered by mail (two to 
three weeks after you apply) with a brochure  that describes 
some of the benefi ts. Photo by Tequila Minsky

A municipal identification for all New Yorkers
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thing into consideration, said the COE 
had been “an agonizing and to some 
extent painful.”

He said the country could not just 
keep giving extensions for something 
that has gone on for over two years and 
that was instead meant to last for sev-
eral months.

Dr. Rodney, a Guyanese historian 
was killed in his brother’s car outside 
the Georgetown Prison on June 13, 
l980 when a bomb in a walkie talkie 
exploded.

The enquiry has cost Guyanese tax-
payers Guy$400 million.

The previous Bharath Jagdeo admin-
istration had said the inquiry was nec-
essary to allow Guyana to heal after 
some 30 years of uncertainty concern-
ing Dr. Rodney’s death and to give his 
family closure.

St. Kitts
Former depositors of the defunct 

Bank of Commerce that went into 
bankruptcy in 1985 have started recov-
ering their money.

This was disclosed by Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Timothy Harris 
who said depositors will 
get what they put in, 
plus a 2.5 percent on 
their balances, through 
the St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National 
Bank.

In wrapping up the 2016 budget in 
the National Assembly last week, Dr. 
Harris said the bank is expected to pay 
out EC$18 million (US$6.7 million) 
to former clients. Between 5,000 and 
6,000 people are expected to benefit 
from the payout.

The prime minister said that after 
three decades, he is pleased that the 
resolution could come under his Team 
Unity Government.

The Bank of Commerce has been in 
Liquidation since May 9, 1985, follow-
ing a court order granted in response 
to a petition filed on Feb. 2, 1985, by 
the Social Security Board (SSB), one of 
the financial institutions creditors.

Earlier this year, Harris said that 
a court settlement had finally been 
reached.

As a result, the SSB will receive 
about EC$1.4 million (US$518,518) and 
the government, which had a substan-
tial investment in the bank, will get 
EC$1.2 million (US$444,444).

Trinidad
Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley 

wants to ensure that Trinidad and 
Tobago does not have to govern under 
conditions of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

He said the government wanted to 
avoid “the final option, where decisions 
are made for you by the lender of last 
resort.” “We don’t want that at all,” he 
said during an inter-
view on a local radio 
station recently.

“We want to ensure 
that we are not govern-
ing by austerity measures and restric-
tions (that) equals IMF. And if we don’t 
manage our affairs properly, we could 
end up in a situation where we don’t 
have options,” Dr. Rowley said.

“When our revenues have collapsed 
in the way oil and gas revenues have 
collapsed in this country, we have to 
respond to these circumstances,” he 
added.

Rowley warned that countries in our 
situation that don’t make the economic 
adjustments themselves and “postpone 
the day, hoping that the next sunrise 
would change things on its own” end 
up having to accept “the final (IMF) 
option.”

-compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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What are you doing in 2016? WWWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaatttttttttt aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeee yyyyyyyyyoooooooooouuuuuuuuuuu ddddddddddooooooooooiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggggggg iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn 222222222200000000001111111116666666666????????????
Affordable Training with Nationally 

Recognized Certification, Job Placement 
Assistance, and College Credits at  

ment 
at 

Kingsborough Community College! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be eligible to apply NRC, individuals must be 18 years or older, hold an 
H.S diploma or GED and be legally authorized to work in the United States. 
Other eligibility requirements apply. Documentation must be available. 
 This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and 
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official 
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on 
linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, 
usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. The NRC Program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

REDUCED PRICE - NOW ONLY $75 FOR ENTIRE TRAINING! 
Become certified and trained in  

Culinary Arts or Healthcare! 
Training begins in March of 2016  

CALL: (718) 368-4637  
APPLY ONLINE:�WWW.CEWDKBCC.COM 

#CEWDinspires 

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York

www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm

Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses

www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Tequila Minsky
Fort Greene resident, Yvonne is a 

96-year-old grandmother from Jamaica 
and the first knitter who is part of the 
knitting team that creates hand-knit 
winter accessories with the company 
named Wooln.

Learning to knit in Jamaica when 
she was 14, she has continued to knit 
for 82 years. With a preference to knit 
in bright colors “because she makes 
less mistakes,” she works on three to 
four projects at a time so she does not 
get bored. She did confess, however, 
that for two weeks she worked in the 
dark after eye surgery. Her specialties 
are chunky cowls and slouchy hats. 

The 15-item Wooln line is the brain-
child of two French social entrepre-
neurs Faustine Badrichani, 31, and 
Margaux Clermontel, 32, both mothers 
and lovers of grandmothers. 

In its first season, items are high-
end trendy accessories that include 
caps and hood / scarves for babies, and 
snoods commonly known as a cowls–
cozy infinity scarves created on circular 
needles. All are hand-knit in New York 
by talented grandmothers. 

Nationally, the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics estimates that 25 percent of the 
United State’s workforce will be age 55 
or older by 2020, with more and more 
older Americans electing to keep work-
ing. 

“I don’t think Americans appreci-
ate their seniors,” says Faustine, who 
brings her French sensibilities toward 
elders to this business.

Most of the knitters but not all are 
grandmothers. A few are younger who 
want to supplement their income.

Harlem-resident Charmaine Jones 
admits to not being a grandmother. A 
musician and the owner of a high-end 
custom cake company, she loves to knit 
and discovered a call for knitters on 
Craigslist. This is a perfect fill-in as it 
gets slow during the holidays, she says.  

Jones says of the visionary Wooln 
founders, “They hire people with great 
skills usually overlooked because they’re 
of a certain age. Previously grandmoth-
ers would make these things for free. 
They respect grandmothers.”

There are 12 women and one man, 
self-taught knitter Brooklyn-resident 
Phillieo, knitting and purling for Wooln. 
Knitters are given patterns, yarn and 
needles.

This year’s fashion collection is in 

more than 20 colors, each finished item 
labeled with the knitter’s name. 

Items are available for sale from www.
wooln.com and have been sold at some 
local holiday fairs.

The Wooln website reads: WOOLN 
strives to act for the benefit of society 
at large.  We welcome retirees back into 
the active work force, value forgot-
ten talents, and foster intergenerational 
exchanges. 

The knitters are paid when the items 
are collected. 

Knitter Jones meets up with the 
founders in mid-town to exchange fin-
ished products for more yarn and get 
paid $10 to $30 depending on the size. 
Faustine and Margaux might meet up 
with Yvonne at her neighborhood sen-
ior center, at times interrupting her 
bingo, to “conduct business.” 

Senior centers — they visited 60 
— were one of their first recruiting 
resources when they began this project, 
just last spring. 

Left: Hollis Hillhouse, who found out 
about the “call for knitters” from 
a posting at a local senior center, 
casts on as she starts a new cap 
for Wooln. Above: Finished hand-
knit caps from ultra soft alpaca yarn 
comes with a tag that identifi es the 
knitter. Bios of all the knitters are on 
the website  Photo by Tequila Minsky

Hand-knit with love by NY grandmothers
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The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit .............$250 ........  $9999 .....3 for $250
New Vested Suits ......$300 .......  $12999 .....3 for $300
Luxury Wool..............$425 .......  $15999 .....3 for $425CALVINCALVIN

KLEINKLEIN
SUITSSUITS

$17999

Value $400

L
A

S
T 

CALL DOOR BUST
E

R

DESIGNER COATS $9999 VALUE $350

SUITS $5999

DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80 BLAZERS
$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS
$967

Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER
CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B

U
ST

E
R

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella

3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella

2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BRAND NAME

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

TRAVEL IN STYLE & COMFORT

By Club 140 Travel

DAILY BUS SCHEDULE:

To Atlanta, GA
Sat, Tue & Thur (6pm - 7pm)

To New York
Fri, Mon, Wed (3pm - 7pm)

BUS STOPS:
• Atlanta, GA: Lithonia, Decatur, Buford  
   Hwy & Chamblee Tucker Hwy
• South & North Carolina
• Manhattan: 29th St & 5th Ave
• Brooklyn, NY: Flatbush & Church Ave,  
   Eastern Parkway & Utica Ave.
• New Jersey: Woodcrest Station
• Philadelphia: Pennrose Plaza
• Queens: Flushing and Main St.  
• Bronx: Gun Hill Rd and White Plains Rd

On-time, Comfortable, Smoke Free & Clean Buses 
with courteous English-speaking drivers.

For reservations: 856-266-6380

Wi-Fi and Power outlet

$65 Round trip

$40 0ne way

By Tangerine Clarke
When Guyanese-American 

Linden Branche and his wife 
Victoria moved to Irvington, 
New Jersey — a predominately 
Afro-American deprived neigh-
borhood, back in 1982, Mrs. 
Branche told her husband “if 
you decide to made a life here 
you had better do something to 

improve the community.”
Those emotional words 

brought back fond memories for 
the couple, who recently opened 
the doors to D’Lorice Banquet 
Hall, an exquisite three-level 
facility at 665 Stuyvesant Ave. in 
the heart of East Orange.

The entrepreneurs proud-
ly showcased a collage in the 

lobby of the 13000 sq. ft. ban-
quet hall as it was being built, 
and later appraised at $1.3M.

With the roof garden / balco-
ny set to open in the summer of 
2016, the owners in the mean-
time, will welcome patrons to 
the top floor and lower level 
where the seating capacity is 
173 and 103 respectively.

D’Lorice, named for the 
couple’s mothers Delores and 
Clorice, is open for business 
with catering by the banquet 
hall’s finest international chefs. 
Private catering with the space 
is also available to clients.

The brick structure is beau-
tifully designed with dance 
floors, three bars and com-
fortable seating for weddings, 
sweet-sixteen, anniversary, and 
all other special functions.

The diverse community of 
Hispanic, Caribbean and Afro-
American said Mr. Branche 
would enjoy the amenities that 
D’Lorice has to offer.

Victoria Branche’s vision to 
feature the seven continents of 

the world giving everyone the 
opportunity to enjoy what he or 
she loves with tailored music is 
still being fine-tuned. 

However, the owners said 
they will work with clients to 
meet their budget needs, taking 
into consideration the respon-
sibility of the facility, added 
the duo that is committed to 
offering a very high standard of 
service to the community.

In addition to a parking lot 
on the premises, the Branches 
are willing to assist any park-
ing company to acquire space 
in the surrounding area for 
such a business. The building is 
also wheelchair accessible.

Guyanese entrepreneurs 
open D’lorice Banquet Hall

Above: D’Lorice Banquet Hall in Irvington, New Jersey.  

Left: Linden and Victoria Branche proudly showcase their 
pictorial journey to owning D’Lorice Banquet Hall in New 
Jersey.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The gardening catalogs 

started arriving this week — 
right on time.

In the gray of winter, they 
represent so much promise, 
whether you have six acres or 
six inches of dirt. This time of 
year, it’s fun to imagine what 
will come from the soil months 
from now — but in the mean-
time, read “Alex Haley and the 
Books That Changed a Nation” 
by Robert J. Norrell, and see 
how a career can grow.

Born in 1921 into a wealthy 

Irish-African American fam-
ily, Palmer Alexander Murray 
Haley was raised mostly by his 
grandmother, who instilled in 
him a love of storytelling. As an 
adult, Haley would recall hid-
ing behind rocking chairs on 
his grandparents’ front porch, 
listening to tales of “the Afri-
can” and of slavery.

In 1939, after rejecting his 
professorial father’s ideal of 
an education, Haley (by now, 
calling himself “Alex”) joined 

the Coast Guard. Because of 
racial mores of the time, few 
onboard jobs were open to 
African American men, so he 
worked as a steward while also 
searching for assignments as 
a magazine writer. Ultimately, 
he came under the command 
of a “boss” who demanded help 
with letter-writing; his skills 
honed, Haley landed a job as 
a press officer for the Coast 
Guard.

By 1960, Haley left the Coast 
Guard and a wife, and focused 
“intensively” on magazine 
writing. Just two years later, 
his reputation as an author was 
set, “linked in part to the grow-
ing notoriety of the Nation of 
Islam (NOI).” An assignment 
he had accepted allowed him to 
become good friends with Mal-
colm X and they began work-
ing closely together on a book, 
even as Haley simultaneously 
wrote articles against the NOI.

The process of writing “The 
Autobiography of Malcolm X” 
was long and, for his publish-
er, frustrating but Haley never 
forgot stories from his grand-

mother’s porch. Encouraged by 
a distant cousin, he toyed with 
a few versions of them and 
explored the origins of specific 
words he remembered. 

Author Robert J. Norrell.

The real deal about author 
Palmer Alexander Haley

“Alex Haley and 
the Books That 
Changed a Nation” 
by Robert J. Norrell
c.2015, 
St. Martin’s Press
$26.99 / $31.50 Canada 
251 pages

BOOK REVIEW

Book cover of “Alex Haley and the Books That Changed a 
Nation.”
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Your name: (Please print clearly)

Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:

Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:

Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding? (100 words or fewer):

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life
             Attn: Healthcare Awards
             One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Will 
match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 1/08/16. 

Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FOR AN EVEN  B

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 
and tear.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication 

date: 1/08/16. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BIGGER NEW YEAR

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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Perhaps, once during a life-
time we embrace a world leader 
with all the requisite ideal cre-
dentials. During our genera-
tion, few dispute the fact Pres-
ident Barack Obama possess 
these sterling qualities. “The 
Audacity of Hope”(Crown Pub-
lishers: New York) by Barack 
Obama reconfirms this future 
world leader’s intelligence, 

clairvoyant, honorable disposi-
tion and inclination to stand 
away from the elected-public 
figures on issues not in the 
public’s best interest.

What was strikingly absent 
to the public knowledge was 
the fragile details of well-oiled 
public support for the invasion 
of Iraq, premised on unsubstan-
tiated evidence that the Iraqi 
leader, Saddam Hussein, held 
weapons of mass destruction. 
A tactic Obama deciphered was 
strategic maneuvering in antic-
ipation of the midterm elec-
tions. Although a legislator at 
the time, Obama admits disap-
pointment in the shrewd cover 
up used by President George W. 
Bush to obtain the authority to 
use force in Iraq.

“The Bush Administration 
resuscitated a brand of poli-
tics not seen since the end of 
the Cold War. As the ouster 
of Saddam Hussein became 

the test case for Bush’s doc-
trine of preventive war, those 
who questioned the adminis-
tration’s rationale for invasion 
were accused of being ‘soft on 
terrorism’ or un-American.”

Undoubtedly, Obama is a man 
of integrity. He is unwilling to 
shield the wealthy or politically 
powerful from their unscrupu-
lous-destructible behavior and 
execution of authority. Ironi-
cally, on a risky tour of Iraq, 
with a U.S. delegation, Obama 
identifies Ahmed Chalabi, the 
interim government of Iraq’s 
acting oil minister, at the home 
of Iraqi interim President Jalal 
Talabani, with other mem-
bers of the Iraqi government. 
According to Obama, Chalabi, 
“the Western-educated Shi’ite 
who, as a leader of the exile 
group the Iraqi National Con-
gress, had reportedly fed U.S. 
intelligence agencies and Bush 
policy makers some of the pre-

war information on which the 
decision to invade was made — 
information for which Chala-
bi’s group had received millions 
of dollars, and that had turned 
out to be bogus. Since then 

Chalabi had fallen out with 
his U.S. patrons; there were 
reports that he had steered U.S. 
classified information to the 
Iranians, and that Jordan still 

President Barack Obama’s book “The Audacity of Hope.”

A vision of audacious political 
transition, by a future president

TURN ON YOUR POWERTURN ON YOUR POWER
A Natural Approach To Living

LIVE HOLISTIC • DR. VINCENT ADAMO
Chiropractic & Holistic Care

446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-921-5483

www.youtube.com/vincentadamo • www.liveholistic.net

Healthy & Pain FreeHealthy & Pain Free
In the care of In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo...Dr. Vincent Adamo...  

MAKE 2016 YOUR HEALTHIEST YEAR EVER!

Most Insurance Most Insurance Plans AcceptedPlans Accepted
All Major CC
Military Discounts

•• BACK PAIN  BACK PAIN 
•• NECK PAIN  NECK PAIN 
•• FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN
•• HEADACHES  HEADACHES 
•• SCOLIOSIS  SCOLIOSIS 
•• DIABETES  DIABETES 
•• FIBROMYALGIA FIBROMYALGIA
•• ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER  ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
•• SPORTS INJURIES SPORTS INJURIES
•• NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE EDUCATION  NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE EDUCATION 

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

By Laura Andrews
 I bemoaned the effect of 

Reagan’s policies toward 
the Third World: his 
administration’s support 
for the apartheid regime 
of South Africa, the fund-
ing of El Salvador’s death 
squads, the invasion of 
tiny, hapless Grenada.

 — President Barack Obama

BOOK REVIEW

Continued on page 37
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F
amilies who have children head-
ing off to college are likely navi-
gating an array of options when 
it comes to actually paying for 

higher education. 
A new white paper by Prudential 

Financial titled “Paying For College: 
A Practical Guide for Families,” seeks 
to dispel some of the misconceptions 
surrounding loans, grants, scholar-
ships, and available tax benefits. If 
the bad news about financing a college 
education is that it can be complex and 
time-consuming, the good news is that 
families willing to educate themselves 
on the process (and familiarize them-
selves with the potential pitfalls) can 
develop a strategy that does not break 
the bank for students or the parents.

“It can be a daunting process, but 
well worth the effort, especially if it 
means avoiding large amounts of debt 
or not dipping into retirement sav-
ings,” said Caroline Feeney, president 
of Prudential Advisors. “If it seems 
too intimidating, don’t be afraid to 

seek guidance because there is a good 
chance you’ll be able to put the right 
payment strategy in place that works 
for your family.”

Creating a Plan 
While earning a college degree is 

certainly a worthwhile pursuit, the 
skyrocketing costs of college tuition 
can leave many students laden with 
burdensome levels of debt. Parents can 
also struggle, often sacrificing retire-
ment savings to help their children.

“We urge families to tap in to school 
resources, guidance and financial aid 
counselors, as well as the experience of 
a financial professional who can help 
them make critical decisions with re-
spect to leveraging existing financial 
resources in a way that helps protect 
longer-term financial security.”

The report provides a road map for 
financing a college education. It pro-
vides basic, foundational information 
about qualifying for undergraduate 
financial aid, taking out public and 

private education loans, and taking 
advantage of potential tax deductions 
and credits. It also offers targeted ad-
vice for single, as well as divorced par-
ents.

Seeking Aid
One of the primary goals when re-

searching college payment options is 
identifying all of the sources that do 
not result in long-term debt. For fami-
lies who lack the resources to save in 
advance or to fund that education on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, seeking all types 
of financial aid is essential. 

Some considerations include:
• Becoming familiar with the appli-

cation deadline and requirements for 
the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid.

• Learning the pros and cons of aid 
sources available, including grants, 
scholarships, work-study programs, 
tax credits, and tax deductions.

• Researching the variables that af-
fect a student’s access to financial aid, 

including choice of school, how much 
and in what form the family has saved 
for college, and how adept the family is 
at working through the process of ap-
plying for help.

Once they do their homework, fami-
lies may be surprised to learn about 
more effective ways to qualify for 
grants and scholarships, and if student 
loans must be taken out, how to navi-
gate the new repayment options that 
have become available.

Divorced and single parents also 
have special provisions available to 
them that are worth looking into.

“Every family has unique circum-
stances to consider. Investing time 
with a financial professional who can 
help guide them through resource 
planning can help alleviate some of the 
stress associated with understanding 
the process and making sure that the 
family’s finances are well handled,” 
Feeney said.

To learn more, visit www.pruden-
tial.com/payingforcollege.

Families should be prepared to pursue multiple options to cover higher education costs

HOW TO PAY FOR IT

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
             

             FOCUS ON
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G
rowing up in Florida, 
Whitney Stewart never 
thought at any point in 
her life she would climb 

a mountain. That changed 
when she was 13 and took a 
trip with her local Boys & 
Girls Club to Colorado. At first 
she thought the mountains 
were just there to look upon, 
but then one of her Club staff 
members informed her she 
would be climbing one of those 
mountains.

“I was thinking, I’m a Flor-
ida girl, I don’t do mountains,” 
Stewart recalls.

Hours later, she was at the 
summit where she recalls  a 
staff member telling her, “To-
day you climbed a mountain, 
if you can do that you can do 
anything.”

“That was said to me at one 
of my lowest points,” Stewart 
notes, “and I really took that 
to heart.”

Through the direction giv-
en to her by her Boys & Girls 
Club mentors, Stewart became 
a leader in both her school 
and community. Currently en-
rolled as a freshman at Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, Stewart 
was recently given the honor 
of being named Boys & Girls 

Clubs of America’s 2015-16 Na-
tional Youth of the Year.

It’s hard to overestimate 

how much a mentor can impact 
a child’s life. Through guid-
ance and a simple unwavering 
belief in young people, men-
tors can provide the guidance 
so many young people like 
Stewart need. In fact, a recent 
study showed that among Boys 
& Girls Clubs alumni, around 
two-thirds remember a spe-
cific staff member who made a 
positive impact on their lives.

With nearly 4 million 
school-aged kids in more than 
4,100 Clubs across the country, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Ameri-
ca’s vision is that through pro-
viding a safe place for kids to 
go during out-of-school hours, 
all its members will graduate 
from high school with a plan 
for the future that is built on 
good character, citizenship, 
leadership skills, academic 
success and a healthy life-
style.

Today, it is estimated that 
one in every 16 Americans is 
a Boys & Girls Clubs alum. 
This has created a network of 
successful community lead-
ers and professionals in every 
field, from lawyers and doc-

tors to engineers, artists and 
entrepreneurs.

In an effort to draw on the 
collective strength of this large 
network of alumni, Boys & 
Girls Clubs’ Alumni & Friends 
Club has been established in 
order to give former members 
an opportunity to reconnect, 
work together and give back to 
kids and families in need.

It is estimated that there 
are more than 11 million kids 
in the United States who have 
no place to go after school. 
These kids lack simple, yet 
important things like safety 
and the guidance a mentor can 
provide. In response, thou-
sands of alumni have taken 
the opportunity to help make a 
change by joining the Alumni 
& Friends Club. The goal of 
this alumni network is to keep 
former members connected 
and give them a way to foster 
hope and opportunity in a new 
generation.

To join your fellow Club 
alumni, visit www.bgcalum.
org and learn how you too can 
impact a kid’s life forever.

Become An LPN
in 12 Months

Universal Training Institute

732-826-0155
www.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

 Financial Aid Available 
  upon Approval
 Full and Part Time Programs 

  Available
 February classes enrolling now 

  January 16th open house

Enrolling Now

KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Whitney Stewart became a mentor after receiving guidance 
from Boys & Girls Clubs of America leaders. 

Don’t underestimate power of mentorships
EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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On the last day of 2015, the 
song “Unforgettable” played 
repeatedly on pop, r&b, con-
temporary and urban radio 
stations. Perhaps, the best 
song to sum up the year, the 
duet performed in 1991 to a 
virtual reality by a beloved 
father and daughter collabo-
ration, the voices of Nat and 
Natalie Cole informed music 
lovers of the tragic end of the 
singing Coles.

Before and after rendition, 
radio announcers told listen-
ers that the 65-year-old music 
legend died on New Year’s Eve 
from congestive heart failure 
at Cedar Sinai Medical Center 
in Los Angeles, California.

Her son Robert Yancy was 
by her side. 

Reportedly, the daughter of 
Nat King Cole, a winner of nine 
Grammy awards, had been ail-
ing and after saying goodbye “I 
love you all” to her twin sisters 
Casey and Timolin during the 
Christmas holidays, peacefully 
departed.

Those were her last words.
Reportedly, the 54-year-old 

twins had flown from Florida 
to Los Angeles, California to 
be with their famous sibling.

“It’s heartbreaking, she’s 
fought a very long battle and 
she’s at peace now,” Casey told 
the Daily Mail.com

“My twin sister Timolin and 
I were with Natalie at Christ-
mas time as a family. She told 
us that she loved us all,” Casey 
explained.

‘We’re all heartbroken. I’ll 
miss my sister very much. 
We’re suffering but she’s not. 
She’s in heaven now and she’s 
ringing in the New Year in 
ways we don’t know.”

Pop fans will recall her 
many hits including the best-
selling “This Will Be” and the 
collaboration she technically 
orchestrated with her famous 
father singing “Unforgettable,” 
a timeless song he executed 
during an illustrious record-
ing career that ended when he 
died in his sleep in 1965 from 
cancer.

The end to a year that pro-
vided a mixed-bag of nostalgia 

ranging from the glee of dis-
covery of water on Mars, Olym-
pian Bruce Jenner’s gender-
transition to Caitlyn, a Greek 
debt crisis, the absurdities of 
political campaign rhetoric 
from presidential candidates; 
mass shootings and over-
proliferation of gun violence, 
a terrorist’s attack on Paris, 
France, the warmest Decem-
ber in recorded history and 
the reality of global warming, 
a joyous Papal visit with Pope 
Francis, revelations about ter-
rorism — Boko Haram, ISIS, 
Al Qaeda — and a myriad of 
good and bad news proved 
unforgettable.

Notwithstanding, on the 
lighter side of the music spec-
trum in Jamaica, a turn-around 
lifestyle change announced 
reggae, dancehall’s raunchi-
est purveyor Lady Saw cutting 
ties with secular music to only 
perform the gospel.

Saw’s fans were stunned by 

the Christian conversion she 
revealed to subscribe to going 
forward but many say they 
will embrace the new Marion 
Hall with the same fervor that 
endeared them to rally to the 
once provocative and often 
erotic performer.

Through it all in 2015, 
controversy brewed, peaking 
before disappearing from the 
headlines.

One that still lingers into 
the New Year is the decision by 
Billboard Magazine to name 

British soul singer Joss Stone, 
the best reggae artist of the 
year. The news triggered loud 
grumbles in Jamaica that the 
choice was an insult to local 
recorders on the island.

The music Bible crowned 
the Brit following sales of more 
than 27, 500 copies of her 
“Water For Your Soul” CD.

The album also copped 
kudos as the best album of 
the year.

That the British singer 

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

In a Monday, March 2, 2015 photo, singer Natalie Cole per-
forms at “An Evening of SeriousFun Celebrating the Legacy 
of Paul Newman,” at Avery Fisher Hall, in New York. Cole, 
the daughter of jazz legend Nat “King” Cole who carried on 
his musical legacy, died Thursday night, Dec. 31, 2015, ac-
cording to publicist Maureen O’Connor. She was 65. 
 Associated Press /Invision / Evan Agostini, File

An ‘Unforgettable’ 2015

Continued on page 37
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SPARKS SPARKS 
FLYFLY

By Laura Andrews
An evening of an Alvin Ailey’s 

American Dance Theater annual per-
formance at Manhattan’s City Center 
without the incomparable “Revela-
tions,” with lighting by Nicola Cer-
novitch and costumes by Ves Harp-
er and Barbara Forbes, seemed an 
impossible mental adjustment.

However, with the entrance of 
Outstanding Performance at the 
2014 New York Dance and Perform-
ance Awards (“The Bessie”) Linda 
Celeste Sims (Mrs. Sims) in Chris-

topher Wheeldon’s “After The Rain 
Pas Deux” —  segments of “Revela-
tions” surged through my memory. 
I immediately entertained thoughts 
of AAADT dazzling me with “Rev-
elations” opening with Hal John-
son’s musical arrangement to ‘I Been 
‘Buked’. And, of course, experiencing 
transfixed periods with the arrival of 
the sections, ‘Didn’t My Lord Deliver 
Daniel’ and ‘Fix Me, Jesus.’

As I began to explode with a 
cathartic-purification moment, 
recalling the grandeur of additional 

sections to “Revelations” like ‘Pro-
cessional/Honor, Honor,’ ‘Wade in 
the Water,’ and ‘I Wanna Be Ready’ 
— the master AAADT dancer, Linda 
Celeste Sims stole my attention with 
pizzazz and striking agility.

Clearly, I was not alone. There 
were thunderous roars and applause, 
as Mrs. Sims, the National Founda-
tion for the Advancement in the 
Arts Award recipient, demonstrated 
the authentic feeling of romance in 
turns, twists and splits with ease 

Caribbean dancer shines at Ailey’s show

Continued on Page 34

By Alley Olivier
How many times have you had an 

incredible idea to only forget about it? 
Artists often jot down notes, create full 
scripts, or even songs to only forget 
about them while pursuing another 
venture. 

Rummaging through documents, 
Crown Heights native Jamila Brown 
uncovered a forgotten short story, titled 
“GoFish,” that immediately captured 
her. 

With a plan to bring the story to life, 
Brown sets out to take her words off the 
page and onto the screen.

According to Brown, “It wasn’t until I 
was going through papers and found it. 
I felt really passionate about making it 
come to life, because it was a story that 
I connected to.”

By Alley Olivier
Despite a new year emerging with a 

sense of a clean slate, there are many 
still feeling upset and unsettled follow-
ing clashes between African Americans 
and police across the world. 

Activism has taken many forms in 
2015, many using the Internet as a 
resourceful tool to build community 
and ensure their messages are received 
beyond their neighborhoods.

For Ecuadorian poet and teaching 

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s Linda Celeste Sims and Yannick Lebrun.  Photo by Andrew Eccles

Barriers can 
be broken

Monique Letamendi wants to be 
spokesperson for the people resid-
ing in urban neighborhoods world-
wide. Monique Letamendi

Activist poet 
seeks change
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The 24-year-old set out to 
bring “GoFish” to life, working 
with a small team that felt and 
understood her passion. 

The short-film was inspired 
by the 1991 Crown Heights 
Riots — race riots that 
occurred from Aug. 19 to Aug. 
21 between African American 
residents and Orthodox Jews 
following the death of two 
Guyanese children accidental-
ly hit by a car. 

“Growing up in Crown 
Heights, hearing stories about 
the 1991 riots and having 
friends from different walks 
of life, whether it be culture or 
race — it is a narrative piece 
which has some elements of 
truth,” she explained. 

The process to create the 
16-minute short film may 
appear easy while watching 
the end product, but editing 
the scenes — scrapping some 
all together — proved to be 
Brown’s biggest challenge as a 
first-time director. 

“There were times where 
it was hard for me to let go 
of scenes and times where I 
wanted to let them all go and 
start over. But I had a great 

editor who really helped me to 
accept the process,” she said. 

The film follows two young 
girls, one an African American 
and the other Jewish, who are 
friends despite the violence 
and hatred occuring at the 
time between the two groups. 

“One of the many goals for 
this film is to influence people 
to break those social barri-
ers that they may have — if 
children can do it then we as 
adults can do it too, and that’s 
what I hope for audiences to 
take away from the film.”

“GoFish” has already start-
ed 2016 with a great start, 
taking part in the Brooklyn 

Museum’s First Saturday event 
Jan. 2. 

Moving forward, Brown has 
already set her sights on other 
projects and has entered the 
film into over 20 festivals, still 
awaiting verdict.

“We’re also teaming up 
with an educational developer 
to create curriculum based on 
the film in the near future. We 
believe that it would be a great 
teaching tool for children,” 
Brown said. 

Follow “GoFish” Facebook 
page to find out where the 
next screening of the film 
would be. 

artist, Monique Letamendi, her 
strategy is to capture audiences 
with her poignant lyrics — 
whether delivered as a song or 
in spoken word.

According to Letamendi, 
“I use my poetry for activism 
because not only do I have 
an unconventional way of per-
forming my poetry but a lot of 
people sound the same and play 
with similar topics but I really 
want to use what I have to tell 
a story that everyone needs to 
hear.”

As a teaching artist for 
theater nonprofit viBe Theater 
Experience, Letamendi con-
nects with girls — ranging in 
ages 13-18 — who attempt to 
make sense of the viral sto-
ries such as Sandra Bland and 
Tamir Rice. 

As a 24-year-old, Letamendi 
guides the teens to utilize their 
poetry, songs, dance, and even 
plays as a method to help them 
understand the police brutal-
ity seen in their schools and 
neighborhoods. 

“When I work with the girls 
it’s weird because I’m supposed 
to give off this professional 
image of someone who is put 
together but we are – no matter 
the age range — are experienc-
ing and feeling the same things 
in response to these events,” 
she explained. 

It is through the various 
writing exercises she leads with 
the girls birthed from their 
conversations that she feels a 
particular need to utilize her 
lyrics to invoke some sense of 
change or hope to her neigh-
bors in her Bushwick neighbor-
hood and beyond. 

Often performing at open 
mics and other shows, Leta-
mendi’s “Overseer” poem has 
particularly struck audiences 
for its delivery and detailed 
descriptions. 

“Overseer, afraid of my tal-
ent n***a tongue,” Letamen-
di opens in the poem. “Don’t 
treat my arrest like a hunting 
game.”

Like most Americans, Leta-
mendi is hopeful that 2016’s 
clean slate will come with more 
justice, less death, and peace to 
those living in the urban neigh-
borhoods such as hers that see 
themselves in tragedies as in 
that of Trayvon Martin. 

“I hope to achieve a better 
state of understanding when it 
comes to people of color. I want 
my work to be the mouthpiece 
for the people I see living in 
the projects like I do,” she said. 
“I just want their stories to be 
heard.”

and fun — only a marriage of 
the arts and partnership could 
deliver. With Glenn Allen Sims 
(Mr. Sims), in the duet, the 
couple teased then served the 
audience with their brand of 
exemplary body bends, draw-
ing compliments and admira-
tion. School-age children and 
adults were captivated by the 
crafty unlocking of Mrs. Sims 
body parts by Mr. Sims.

Once engaging the audi-
ence in this memorable-ballet 
thriller there was no turning 
back. The audience was eager 
to see more. And the artis-
tic-entertainment service was 
delivered in elegant high-style 
Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater fashion. Of course, 
seeing Mrs. Sims’s flawless 
contours in advertisements 
and as a guest star on ‘So You 
Think You Can Dance,’ ‘Danc-
ing with the Stars,’ and ‘The 
Today Show’ is no comparison 
to seeing a live performance 
of the Bronx, NY certified 
Floor-Barre instructor lifted 
into a statuesque beauty on 
Mr. Sims’ thigh and return a 
mega-watt smile, during an 
AAADT live engagement.

For information on the 
preeminent dance institution, 
Alvin Ailey American Dance 

Theater programs, classes and 
tour schedule, log on to: www.
alvinailey.org.

Continued from page 33 
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‘GoFish’ explores an inter-cultural relationship following 
the 1991 Crown Heights Riots.  GoFish 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Like I’m Gonna Lose You
Meghan Trainor...

Here
Alessia Cara

Sorry
Justin Bieber

Hello
Adele

Same Old Love
Selena Gomez

Stitches
Shawn Mendes

Hotline Bling
Drake

On My Mind
Ellie Gouling

Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift

Ex’s & oh’s
Elle King

25
Adele

Purpose
Justin Bieber

Blurryface
twenty one pilots

Made in the A.M.
One Direction

TRAPSOUL
Bryson Tiller

When It’s Dark Out
G-Eazy

Traveller
Chris Stapleton

Royalty
Chris Brown

Vessel
twenty one pilots

1989
Taylor Swift

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s Glenn Allen Sims. 
 Photo by Andrew Eccles

Barriers 

BALLET Continued from page 33 

ACTIVIST 
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By Kam Williams
Oscar-winner Michael Moore 

(for Bowling for Columbine) 
has been challenging the power 
structure ever since releasing 
Roger & Me way back in 1989. 
That groundbreaking expose’ 
indicted General Motors for the 
outsourcing of jobs which dev-
astated his beloved hometown 

of Flint, Michigan. Over the 
intervening years, Moore has 
exhibited a knack for tackling 
a variety of hot-button top-
ics from a leftist perspective, 

including the Iraq War (Fahr-
enheit 9/11), the healthcare 
industry (Sicko), and the global 
financial crisis (Capitalism: A 
Love Story), to name a few.

With “Where to Invade 
Next,” the inveterate rabble-
rouser sets his sights on the 
subject of American imperial-
ism. You may remember that 

the Bush Doctrine, as espoused 
by President George W. Bush 
in 2002, asserted the United 
States’ right to wage preemp-
tive war whenever deemed in 
the national interest. Well, 
relying on that dubious notion, 
Moore proceeds to play agent 
provocateur as he circumnavi-
gates the globe visiting coun-
tries with cultural and social 
constructs supposedly worth 
emulating.

So, instead of conquest with 
intent to plunder, the focus 
here is merely on borrowing 
ideas which might improve our 
quality of life. For instance, in 
France, he asks public school 
cafeteria chefs how they man-
age to serve their students such 
fine cuisine compared to the 
slop American kids are forced 
to settle for. And his mission 
in Finland is to discern why 
its educational system is far 
superior to ours, while in Italy 
he learns about the generous 
employment benefits not only 
for maternity leave but for hon-
eymoons as well.

“Where to Invade Next”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity,
drug use, violent 
images
and brief graphic 
nudity.
In English, Italian,
French, German, 
Finnish, Norwegian,
Portuguese and 
Arabic with subtitles.
Running time: 
10 minutes
Distributor: Dog Eat
Dog Films

Anomalisa (R for pro-
fanity, graphic sexual-
ity and frontal nudity) 
Adult-oriented animat-
ed adventure about an 
author (David Thewlis) 
who is unable to connect 
with other people until he hits it off 
with a stranger (Jennifer Jason Leigh) 
he meets on a business trip. Additional 
voices supplied by Tom Noonan.

Anesthesia (R for profanity, sexual-
ity, drug use and brief violence) Crime 
thriller about several strangers whose 
lives intersect serendipitously in the wake 
of the mugging of a Columbia University 
philosophy professor (Sam Waterston). 
With K. Todd Freeman, Corey Stoll and 
the film’s director, Tim Blake Nelson.

Diablo (R for violence and brief 
profanity) Post-Civil War Western, set 
on the American frontier, about a 
revenge-minded veteran’s (Scott East-
wood) desperate search for his wife 
(Camilla Belle) abducted by a ruthless 
gang of Mexican outlaws. Featuring 
Danny Glover, Walton Goggins and 
Adam Beach.

Lamb (Unrated) Coming-of-age 
drama about a middle-aged man (Ross 
Partridge), grieving the death of his 
father and the disintegration of his 
marriage, who saves a suicidal 11-year-
old (Oona Laurence) by taking her on 
a sightseeing sojourn across the coun-
try. With Jess Weixler, Tom Bower and 
Scoot McNairy.

The Masked Saint (PG-13 for vio-

lence and mature themes) Adapta-
tion of the Chris Whaley best seller of 
the same name chronicling the real-
life exploits of a professional wrestler-
turned-pastor (Brett Granstaff) who 
decided to not only return to the ring 
but to moonlight as a crime-fighting 
vigilante. Cast includes Diahann Car-
roll, Rowdy Roddy Piper and Lara Jean 
Chorostecki.

Sweaty Betty (Unrated) Inner-city 
saga, set in Washington, DC, about a 
Redskins fan (Floyd Rich) who raises a 
pig in the ‘hood with hopes of turning 
it into the team’s mascot. With Seth 
Dubois and Rico S.

Troublemakers: The Story of Land 
Art (Unrated) Counter-culture docu-
mentary about a cadre of iconoclastic 
artists who plied their trade in the Six-
ties and Seventies on the deserts of the 
American Southwest.

Wazir (Unrated) Unlikely buddies 
drama, set in Mumbai, revolving 
around the twist of fate which inspires 
an Anti-Terrorist Squad officer (Farhan 
Akhtar) to join forces with a wheel-
chair-bound chess master (Amitabh 
Bachchan) to crack a conspiracy. With 
Aditi Rao Hydari, John Abraham and 
Anjum Sharma. (In English and Hindi 
with subtitles)

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

A scene from the movie “Where to Invade Next.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

Michael Moore mounts faux invasion

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS A WILL PACKER PRODUCTIONS/CUBEVISION PRODUCTION A TIM STORY FILM “ RIDE ALONG 2”
ICE CUBE KEVIN HART KEN JEONG BENJAMIN BRATT OLIVIA MUNN BRUCE MCGILL TIKA SUMPTER CHRISTOPHER LENNERTZMUSIC

BY

LARRY BREZNERICE CUBE MATT ALVAREZWILL PACKER p.g.a.
PRODUCED

BY MATT MANFREDI PHIL HAY &WRITTEN
BYGREG COOLIDGEBASED ON CHARACTERS

CREATED BY

TIM STORYDIRECTED
BY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

© 2015 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC

STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES



36    Caribbean Life, January 8-14, 2016 BQ

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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had a warrant out for his arrest after he 
had been convicted in absentia on 31 
charges of embezzlement, theft, misuse 
of depositor funds, and currency specula-
tion,” Obama expresses.

With intelligence and the importance 
of history at stake, Obama delivers haunt-
ing, devastating and unimaginative true 
stories of the behind the scenes in our 
government. Remuneration for stirring 
gang violence is shown to be done with 
as much ease as paying two or three dol-
lars to a child in Iraq to willingly plant 
bombs.

Disenchantment with government is 
not the intellectually-brilliant first mod-
ern-day black president of the Harvard 
Law Review mission. As a husband and 

father of two girls, his noble objective 
is to inform and illuminate the truth. 
In this mesmerizing, interesting must-
possess and read book, we are shown a 
dedicated public servant uninterested in 
the speedy elevation to wealth but who 
spends 12 to 16 hours serving his con-
stituents and wanting quality time with 
his children and wife. After reading “The 
Audacity of Hope,” your political portrait 
of those in government or those who are 
interested — at any cost to to venture into 
this political pool — and have significant 
resources, will likely to be altered. More 
importantly, Obama leaves a sweetened 
responsibility in the hands of chronically-
depended governments to take charge 
and citizens of the U.S., to work with 
reputable international organizations and 
to make “hard choices and live up to our 
own ideals,” in this book marked with 
comforting optimism of structured in 
change, repair and hope.

NEW MEMBER

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 

    GET UP TO                     IN FREE PLAY

   See Genting Rewards for details and to sign-up.

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

JOIN TODAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport.

Continued from page 28 

OBAMA

nabbed the title outselling Bob Marley’s 
retro release by a two to one margin also 
proved disquieting to more than a few.

Bob Marley and the Wailers ended 
with a second place finish in 2015 for a 
live recording titled “Easy Skanking in 
Boston ’78.”

After the announcement, dancehall 
deejay Bounty Killa asked: “What meas-
ures are implemented for a genre birthed 

on the island which is widely celebrated 
elsewhere, giving others the chance to 
benefit more than us? 

“How many more Matisyahus, Eddy 
Murphys and Josh Stones will there be to 
benefit more than our people who do not 
fall short on talent?”

Billboard responded saying that 
Stone’s “Water For Your Soul” sold the 
most of any reggae composition. The 
fact for eight weeks the album occupied 
the number one position on the weekly 
Reggae Albums Chart during 2015 also 
contributed to her prized win.

 Catch you on the Inside!

Continued from page 32 

INSIDE LIFE

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Monday at 4 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne
The signing of foreigners labeled 

‘Designated Players’ who came to 
MLS last season certainly helped 
to heighten the awareness of MLS 
around the world, but in most cases 
that’s all that it did; few amongst 
the high-priced players helped their 

teams substantially on the field. 
Kudos now to Italian Sebastian 

Giovinco of Toronto FC, Ivorian Didi-
er Drogba of the Montreal Impact 
and Brazilian Kaka who played for 
Orlando City FC — a trio who proved 
their worth to their teams many 
times over and justified the top dol-

lars spent to secure their services. 
Conversely, a thumbs down to New 

York FC’s trio of Andrea Pirlo, David 
Villa and Frank Lampard, along with 
Steven Gerrard of the La Galaxy — a 
group that miss-kicked last season.

Giovinco joined a failed franchise 

Foreigners who add to MLS 

Continued on Page 40

By Azad Ali
Host Australia retained the Frank 

Worrell Trophy, which they held for 20 
years, after beating West Indies 2-0 in 
the three-match series.

West Indies, which put up a bet-
ter showing suffered a 177-run defeat 
in the second Test at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) last week on the 
fourth day.

Captain Jason Holder and Denesh 
Ramdin scored half centuries to lead 
a brave fightback, but the Aussies pre-

By Azad Ali
The Caribbean Premier League (CPL) 

matches which were played at Warner 
Park last year (2015) have boosted the 
St. Kitts and Nevis economy to the 
tune of US$20 million, the government 
reported.

The government in St. Kitts is also 
reporting that the CPL organization 
also increased its direct operational 
spending to the local economy by 2.4 
percent to US$1.3 million last year 
(2015) generating 243 jobs.

A government statement said the 
figures had been independently verified 

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

West Indies’ batsman Darren Bravo 
bats as Pakistan’s wicket keeper Mo-
hammad Salman, left, and Taufeeq 
Umar look on during a match in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 
 Associated Press / Andres Leighton, File

Toronto FC ‘s Sebastian Giovinco (10) stretches to bring the ball under control during fi rst-half MLS soccer 
match action against the Montreal Impact in Toronto, Saturday, Aug. 29, 2015. 
 Associated Press / The Canadian Press / Chris Young

CPL cricket 
boosts St. Kitts’ 

economy

Australia defeats 
West Indies

‘DESIGNATED ‘DESIGNATED 
PLAYERS’PLAYERS’
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and are contained in an independent 
study carried out by SMA Insight.

Sports Minister Shawn Richards 
said the hosting of the CPL games in 
St. Kitts and Nevis continues to yield 
positive gains for the beautiful twin-
island federation.

“These gains extend to our econ-
omy, the development or our local 
cricketing talent, our sporting facili-
ties and the development of the 
island’s human resources.

The government says the report 
showed a total incremental expendi-
ture by spectators and tourists to 
almost US$4 million in 2015.

This, it says, has resulted in occu-
pancy of 4,461 hotel room nights on 
the twin islands, an increase of 39 
percent on the 2014 figure.

vailed to secure the series and retain 
the Frank Worrell Trophy.

All seven frontline batsmen got 
good starts as West Indies showed 
determination (compared to the First 
Test) before they were bowled out 
for 282 in their second innings after 
Steve Smith’s overnight declaration 
on l79 for three.

West Indies faced the monumental 
task of scoring 459 runs to win the 
match in two days. 

Holder says he is proud with the 
fighting spirit displayed by his team 
despite the loss.

However, he was disappointed that 
his side was not able to put up a 
better all-round batting display, but 
was overpowered by the Australians 
who also convincingly won the first 
Test by an innings and 212 runs in 
Hobart.

Final scores were: Australia 1st 
innings 551 / 3 declared. West Indies 
1st innings 271 all out; Australia 
2nd innings 179 for 3 declared. West 
Indies 2nd innings 282 all out.

and immediately gave it life as he led 
Toronto to its first MLS playoff appear-
ance. Giovinco was the 2015 MLS MVP 
after scoring a league 22 goals, tied 
with Columbus Crew Kai Kamara, and 
also won the Golden Boot award. He 
registered 16 assists to lead the league 
in both categories and set an MLS sea-
son record for his combined goals and 
assists (38). His assist record gave him 
the edge over Kamara in the Golden 
Boot voting.

Accomplishments in MLS is certainly 
respected in world soccer because Gio-
vinco’s MLS performance earned him a 
re-call to the Italian national team. The 
Italian became the first player to score 
more than 20 goals and register more 
than 10 assists in one season. 

Like Giovinco, Drogba came to Mon-
treal from Chelsea FC (English Pre-
mier League) and immediately made an 
impact in Montreal. The former Ivory 
Coast international scored 12 goals in 
his 12 starts and made the Impact a for-
midable team in 2015; he led Montreal 
into the playoffs as it registered its first 
postseason win, versus Toronto FC. 

The Impact, though, may have prob-
lems re-signing Drogba for the 2016 sea-
son since Chelsea is eyeing him as a future 
assistant coach. According to newspaper 
reports in Montreal, the fans have threat-
ened to abandon the team if Drogba is not 
re-signed for the 2016 campaign.

Montreal’s public relations depart-
ment released this statement on the 
Drogba situation: “We are currently in 
contact with Didier Drogba and Chelsea 

FC,” the club tweeted. “We are doing 
everything we can to have him back 
with the Impact in 2016…

“…But our objective is to have him 
back for another season, as agreed in 
his contract. This situation is out of 
our control. We would like to thank our 
supporters for their understanding and 
their patience.”

Kaka thrived in the Orlando sunshine 
and he too was re-called to his national 
team when he played for Brazil against the 
USA last fall in an international friendly. 
Kaka helped to draw 62,510 fans on open-
ing day of this new MLS franchise as the 
team continued to attract large crowds 
throughout a successful season. 

The Brazilian midfielder is credited 
with having a positive influence on the 
young players in the new team, and an 
example of this is Canadian forward Cyle 
Larin, who won the 2015 MLS Rookie of 
the Year award after scoring 17 goals, the 
highest for an MLS rookie. 

The thumbs-down group disappoint-
ed many; Pirlo may have tried his best 
but his production didn’t help his team 
much since his high-priced support-
ing cast in Yankee Stadium of Villa and 
Lampard, for all intents and purposes, 
did not really show up. 

Villa clearly has not lived up to the 
hype of being former Spain internation-
al striker and performer for famed Bar-
celona FC of Spain. Villa was hampered 
by injury, seemingly cause by the lack 
of top level fitness; Lampard, a former 
England international arrived late in 
the season injured and got off to a slow 
start. It seemed that the English Pre-
mier League took its toll on Lampard, 

who was clearly ineffective in Yankee 
Stadium. Lampard’s former England 
teammate Gerrard, who also arrived at 
midseason, seemed lost in the Galaxy 
midfield for much of the second half of 
the season and was unimpressive in his 
much publicized MLS debut. 

Galaxy Re-organizing
The LA Galaxy is retooling its on-

field personnel for the 2016 season 
after missing out on the MLS Cup 
appearance for the first time in the past 
three seasons. The club sold 26-year-old 
Brazilian midfielder Juninho to Club 
Tijuana of the Mexican Clausura (top 
league) last Wednesday. Juninho signed 
with the LA Galaxy in 2010 and had 
been its top midfielder since; he played 
187 times for the Los Angeles club and 
helped it win three MLS Cup titles.

“It has been a privilege and an honor 
to have worn the LA Galaxy jersey for 
the past six seasons,” Juninho said in 
a statement released by the Galaxy. “I 
have worn it with pride, however, it is 
time to for me to trade in my Galaxy jer-
sey for a new one. I’ve always welcomed 
the opportunity for growth and change. 
To play for Club Tijuana in Mexico is a 
tremendous opportunity for me.”

The retooling didn’t stop with Jun-
inho; American international central 
defender Omar Gonzalez was sold to 
Mexico’s Pachuca of the same league. 
The moves reportedly were to free up 
salary cap monies after high-spending 
on Englishman Gerrard and Mexican 
international Giovanni Dos Santos, 
both of whom were signed late last 
season.
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West Indies’ Jason Holder takes 
off for a run against Australia dur-
ing their cricket test match in Mel-
bourne, Australia, Tuesday, Dec. 
29, 2015.  
 Associated Press / Andy Brownbill

Brazil’s Kaka, right, and David Luiz attend a training session in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Monday, Nov. 9, 2015. Brazil will 
face Argentina in a 2018 World Cup qualifying soccer match on Nov.12 in Buenos Aires.  Associated Press / Andre Penner
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By Azad Ali
West Indies Women’s Cap-

tain Stafanie Taylor was named 
the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) Women’s Twen-
ty20 International Player of 
the Year recently.

The 24-year-old Jamaican, 
presently in Australia cam-
paigning in the Women’s Big 
Bash for Sydney Thunder, has 
been the leading batsman in 
world cricket in recent years 
and is currently installed sixth 
in the ICC Twenty20 rankings 
and number four in One-Day 
Internationals.

Taylor, who won the ICC 
One-Day Internationals Play-
ers of the Year award in 2011 
and 2012, said the honor was 
a surprise and she was elated 
to win it.

“Winning an award is an 
added motivation to do bet-
ter. We were dominant in our 
two series this year against Sri 
Lanka and against Pakistan 
and that is something to build 
on,” she said.

“Next year (2016), we will 
face South Africa and then 
on to India for the ICC World 
Twenty20. Those are two “big” 
series and I am fully geared 

up for what is to come,” Taylor 
added.

Taylor is the most success-
ful women’s cricketer in West 
Indies history. She made her 
debut as a 16-year-old in 2008 
and since then, has made more 
than 4,000 runs.

She is also a clever off-spin-
ner and had taken 108 wickets 
in One-Day Internationals and 
56 in Twenty20s.

She took over as West Indies 
captain last September and led 
by example with a Player of 
the Series performance as the 
West Indies beat Pakistan 3-0 
in the Twenty20s and 3-1 in 
the One-Day Internationals, in 
a series in the Caribbean.

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays a shot during their ICC Women’s Twenty20 Cricket World 
Cup semifi nal match against Australia in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, April 3, 2014. 
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi

Windies Women’s captain cops Twenty20 title

“Winning an award is 
an added motivation 

to do better. We 
were dominant in our 
two series this year 

against Sri Lanka and 
against Pakistan and 
that is something to 

build on.”

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com
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