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By Shavana Abruzzo
Get on bad and jump up, 

Bredren! 
Crown Heights will burst 

into pomp and pageantry like 
a ripe Julie mango on Labor 
Day, as the age-old tradition 
of Carnival struts into Brook-
lyn with a steel band contest, 
a Fat Sunday extravaganza, a 
kiddie cavalcade, a new reggae 
festival, and the 49th Annu-
al West Indian American Day 
Carnival Parade — a crown 
jewel encrusted with 83 cos-
tume bands, 12 steel bands, 50 
tricked-out floats, and count-
less gloriously garbed revel-
ers shimmying along Eastern 
Parkway to cheers from a sea 
of spectators spilling into the 
street.

This year’s theme is “One 
Caribbean. One People. One 
Voice,” and tourists from 
around the world will bask 
in air thick with the entic-
ing aromas of codfish fritters, 
butterfly shrimp kebabs, and 
coconut bread, as they join in 
the extraordinary, multi-mil-
lion-strong celebration of life, 
energy, vibrancy, and spirit 
— all of it pouring vital dol-
lars into our economioc coffers 
and strengthening our cultural 
kinships.

Cheeky dawn parties known 

as J’ouvert — or daybreak in 
French — will kick off the fes-
tival, as costumed merrymak-
ers dressed as political figures 
and celebrities pepper each 
another with powdered paint 
to whistles and music. The New 
York Caribbean Carnival Reg-
gae Festival will also return 
after a 20-year hiatus to enli-
ven the grounds of the Brook-
lyn Museum on Sept. 1. 

Celebration of life
The pomp and pageantry is 

a vibrant nod to the warm-
hearted folk whose ancestry 
lies 1,350 miles away in the 
azure-blue tropics strung with 
28 islands and humming with 
the lilt of 23 different languag-
es — a region where having a 
good time is as important as 
life itself.

Caribbean Carnivals are 
world-famous monuments 
to merriment, bursting with 
color, food, music, and spirit, 
and representing national ties 
to slavery, religious conversion, 
and freedom. The Trinidad 
and Tobago Carnival — argu-
ably the most famous of all 
— became a cultural icon after 
the abolition of slavery in 1838, 
part-copying and part-jibing 
the pre-Lent celebrations of 
their oppressors, including the 

British who banned drums in 
Trinidad, causing the industri-
ous Trinidadians to use eve-
ryday objects as percussion 
instruments.

The steel bands most associ-
ated with Carnival didn’t devel-
op until the 1930s and 1940s 
when musicians experimented 
with damaged oil drums and 
discovered they could produce 
sweet notes. 

Brooklyn frolic
The West Indian Day festival 

does justice to its Caribbean 
masters, as one of the Ameri-
ca’s largest parades prominent-
ly featured in the “I Love New 
York” commercials.

“The Carnival is a very 
important part of the joy and 
vibrancy of New York,” says 
Jean Alexander, the commer-
cial whiz behind the million-
dollar celebration of Caribbean 
pride, who has spent decades 
putting the sensational spec-
tacle on the map, as board 
secretary and director of pub-
lic relations and marketing at 
the West Indian American Day 
Carnival Association.

It has humble, but hand-
some, roots.

Brooklyn’s frolic, which has 
inspired imitators in Miami 
and Boston, dates back to Har-
lem in the Roaring ‘20s, when 
Caribbean immigrants from 
islands with a Carnival tra-

dition began celebrating the 
pre-Lenten season with lavish 
parties at the Savoy, Renais-
sance and Audubon Ballrooms. 
Community-conscious Trini-
dadian-American Jesse Wardell 
understood indoor spaces con-
fined the fun, and secured a 
parade permit for a street fes-
tival on Labor Day along Sev-
enth Avenue. 

The permit was revoked in 
the mid-1960s due to a dis-
turbance, but Carlos Lezama, 
a dental laboratory worker 
born in Venezuela and raised 
in Trinidad, moved the party 
to Brooklyn after new arriv-
als Trinidad and Tobago, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Barbados, and Grena-
da began settling in the central 
part of the borough.

Lezama’s parade committee 
became the West Indian Amer-
ican Day Carnival Association, 
and the festival hit the big time 
in the mid-1990s when it was 
aired live on television.

“I think our day has come, 
perhaps,” Lezama told report-
ers clamoring to relay the spec-
tacle’s uproarious impact.

The 2001 parade, the last 
Lezama organized before his 
death the next year, drew 
around two million spectators, 
10,000 marchers, 42 bands, 
and 30 floats, including an 
imposing cavalcade of march-
ers gussied up as marine crit-
ters, outer space characters, 

and flora and fauna.

Sensuous pleasures
Carnival’s traditions go back 

to Ancient Greece and the 
naughty feast of Saturnalia, a 
time of licentious merrymak-
ing and wild revelry that was 
the predecessor to Christmas. 
The Romans postponed the 
fun to the week before Lent 
— around the spring equinox 
— and christened the party 
Carnival or Carnaval from the 
Latin words carnis (“flesh” or 
“meat”) and levare (“to leave 
off”) to honor the post-festival 
stretch of solemn penance and 
sacrifice that renounced red 
meat and sex.

Carnival flourished along-
side the spread of Christian-
ity in Europe and the Ameri-
cas, and the conquistadors 
and colonials who transported 
its tradition were inspired by 
the Native Americans who had 
island roots and celebrated 
their harvest with food, music, 
and bejeweled dancers tattooed 
with spiritual bodywork.

The African contribution to 
Carnival is perhaps the most 
enduring, and the people 
brought to the West Indies’ 
second largest island of His-
paniola  in the early 1500s and 
their descendents added the 
most brilliant sights, sounds 
and colors to the Carnivals of 

West Indian Children’s parade marchers on Franklin Street, 
part of a weekend of carnival festivities in Brooklyn Labor 
day weekend. hoto by William Farrington

Carnival’s joy is deep with tradition

Colorful display: A dancer swaggering down the Eastern Parkway.
Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on Page 4
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the Americas. The Africans brought with 
them their village cultural rites of lively, 
boisterous parades, eye-popping masks, 
and vivid costumes made of feathers and 
other natural objects thought to impart 
spiritual strength. 

The shindigs included plenty of singing 
and dancing to signify luck and ward off 
evil spirit, accounting for the death sym-
bolisms in many of today’s Carnivals.

Timeless tributes to life
The extraordinary pageantry of the 

West Indian American Day Carnival 
Parade is due to the intense labors of 
thousands of dedicated Caribbean-Amer-
icans who want to preserve their time-
honored traditions for future genera-
tions. Masquerade camps or “mas” toil all 
year long to produce living masterpieces 
to human skill, craftsmanship, and enter-
prise — including the memorable salute 
to Mother Nature, complete with colossal 
leaves crawling with mosquitoes, beehive-
laden trees, and giant orchids resting on 
logs — to such themes as A Tribute to 
Bob Marley, Caribbeans Unite, and In the 
Garden of Good and Evil. 

This year’s Carnival promises no less 
of a sensory feast.

“It’s going to bigger and better than 
ever!” says Alexander. “As peaceful and 
enjoyable a celebration as one could ever 
wish to have.”

Visit wiadcacarnival.org for festioval 
events and updates. Masqueraders of the Haitian band Feet of Rhythm parade in Brooklyn. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Carnival’s Joy
Continued from page 3 
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SPRING
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HEINEKEN
$2995
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12 oz bottle
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$2299 $2999

$1999 $2499$2995
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H
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WE SELL ICE Kegs on sale
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+TAX 
& DEP.
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& DEP.

Per Case - 24 Cans

SELECTION 
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BEERS

CROWN HEIGHTS
BEER & SODA CO

65 TROY AVE 
(BTW PACIFIC AVE. AND ATLANTIC AVE.)

BROOKLYN, NY 
 (718) 676 - 0456

ROGERS 
DISCOUNT 

4517 GLENWOOD ROAD 
(CORNER OF EAST 46TH STREET - FORMERLY ON ROGERS AVE.)      

BROOKLYN, NY
(718) 287-0797

2 GREAT LOCATIONS

WE 
RECYCLE 
EMPTIES

EXPIRES 
SEPT. 4, 2016
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By West Indian American Day 
Carnival Association

The 49th Annual West Indian 
American Day Carnival Association 
(WIADCA) New York Caribbean Car-
nival 2016 celebrates One Caribbean, 
One People, One Voice and the con-
tributions of Caribbean heritage to 
the world, with a five-day Caribbean-
American cultural extravaganza, Sept. 
1-5! Included in the festivities are 
five multi-cultural concerts that boast 
tasty Caribbean cuisine from local 
chefs, festive costumes, and Carib-
bean rhythms with artists Roy Cape 
All Stars, Blaxx, Ricardo Drue (Anti-
gua), Lyrikal, Skinny Fabulous (St. 
Vincent), KES the Band, King David 
Rudder and 12 steel orchestras: Pan 
Sonatas, CASYM, Pantonic, Steel Xplo-
sion, ADLIB, D’Radoes, Crossfire Steel 
Orchestra, Harmony Steel Orchestra, 
Pan Evolution, Pan Fantasy, Philadel-
phia Pan Stars and Despers USA. 

Guest DJ’s include Vibesman Red-
man, Barrie Hype, Norie (Power 
105.1FM), Sounds 4 Life, Young 
Sounds, Supa Sound, Star Boy, Kakez, 
Foreign Bass and DJ Spice), all culmi-
nating in WIADCA’s New York Car-
ibbean Carnival Parade on Monday, 
September 5 on the famed Eastern 
Parkway “cultural row” from 11 am 

One caribbean, one people, one voice!

Bedford Stuyvesant � Crown Heights � Flatbush � Fort Greene � Harlem � Jamaica � St. Albans718-230 -2900 www.carverbank.com

THANK YOU!
“ Carver Federal Savings Bank is among the largest African-  
and Caribbean-American operated banks in the U.S.  
Recently we have seen a notable increase in new deposits.  
 

We attribute this growth to the deep relationships we have built  
with our customers and community partners at a time when  
messages of social justice, community, and diversity have taken  
on renewed importance.  
 

To all of our new customers, we say welcome, and thank you  
for standing with us. For those of you who do not know Carver,  
we say join us, and experience the difference a community  
bank makes!”  
 

Michael T. Pugh - President, and CEO

David Rudder serenading the Dimanche Gras audience behind the Brooklynn Museum in 2013.
Photo by William FarringtonContinued on Page 8
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Lewis Ave & Marcus Garvey Blvd           Fulton St          

Halsey St           Tompkins & Throop Aves          

Nostrand & Bedford Aves           Dean & Pacific Sts

BUS  
ROUTES

Express Local

Shuttle LIRR

TRAIN
STATIONS

A C

S

Get yours at the 
Bed-Stuy Gateway Business 
Improvement District (The BID)

Looking for savings and deals?
The Bed-Stuy Gateway BID 
has over 350 Stores to 
meet your back to 
school and other 
shopping needs. 
When visiting, let our 
merchants know you 
saw this ad.

EAST to WEST
Fulton Street, from Troy Avenue 
to Classon Avenue

NORTH to SOUTH
Nostrand Avenue, from Halsey 
Street to Atlantic Avenue

For a full Merchant directory, visit: BedStuyBid.org 
Like us on social media:      Facebook: Bed Stuy Gateway BID
     Twitter: @bedstuygateway       Instagram: @bedstuybid
For more information call us: 718-636-6989
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SOME OF OUR DISHES

Atlantic Seafood Platter Grilled Shrimp Rasta 
Pasta

Chloe’s Meatloaf Curry Chicken

WE CATER
MON. - FRI. 3PM - 4AM • SAT. & SUN. 12PM - 4AM

• MONDAY: BOULLION NIGHT 
• TUESDAY: AFTERWORK TUESDAYS 
• WEDNESDAY: KARAOKE/ GAME NIGHT 
• THURSDAY: 3-SOME THURSDAYS 
• FRIDAY: FEEL GOOD FRIDAYS 
• SATURDAY: WEEKEND BRUNCH 12NOON-4PM / 
                       X-CLUSIVE SATURDAYS 
• SUNDAY: WEEKEND BRUNCH/ RETRO SUNDAYS

WE WILL HOST YOUR PARTY

to 6 pm.
WIADCA sponsors include: 

Con Edison, Guinness, Brook-
lyn Museum, New York 
State Cultural Affairs, WBLS 
107.5FM, Healthfirst, TWU, 
Caribbean Life, UFT, Daily 
News, MCU, MetroPlus, Car-
ibbean Airlines, McDonald’s, 
Royal Wine Corp-Bartenura/
VodaVodka/Jeunesse, Hot 
97FM, One Caribbean TV, NYC 
Department of Cultural Affairs, 
NYC Parks & Recreation, and 
NY City Council.

All events held at the Brook-
lyn Museum grounds unless 
otherwise noted — rain or 
shine:

Thursday, Sept. 1:
Reggae Unda Di Stars — 

doors open at 6 pm; showtime 
is 7 pm to 1 am.

Featuring Dajah, Derrick 
Barnett &; Statement Band and 
soulful balladeers Chris Martin 
and Romain Virgo along with 
the Messenger Luciano and 
roots and culture legends Third 
World, singing hits such as “It’s 
Me Again Jah,” “Lord Give Me 
Strength,” “One Way Ticket,” 
“96 Degrees in the Shade,” “Try 
Jah Love,” “Now That We Have 
Found Love” and many more! 
Hosted by Pat McKay from 

Sirius XM, Davhed Levy from 
WBLS with music by DJ Norie 
of Power 105.1 FM.

Tickets are $60 (more at the 
door).

Friday, Sept. 2:
Summer Jam: Stay In School 

Concert and College Fair – 11 
am to 3 pm. 

Hosted by Young Devyn, this 

concert features young emerg-
ing talent through music, 
dance, spoken word and more 
while highlighting the values of 
our Caribbean-American com-
munity and encouraging our 
youth to pursue and continue 
their educational goals. High-
lights include live DJ’s Armani, 
Young Sounds, Big Boy Allen, 

Supa Sound, Star Boy, Kakez, 
H2O, Andre, King Mix, and 
Exclusive along with perform-
ances by Missy Dee, Kay Jones, 
Tami G, Batingua Arts Co., 
Abundance Dance Academy, 
MECPS Contemporary Dance 
Co., PS 156 Waverly Sound 
Steel/Drumline, Blood Line 
Dance Theater, Ifetayo Cultur-

al Arts, Jule Dancers, Galani 
McCoy, Nathaniel Sobers, 
Untouchable Movement Dance 
Co., No Gun Smoke School 
Tour, Aaron Duncan, Egypt Ify 
Ufele and Young Devyn! FREE 
ADMISSION.

(Tel: 718-467-1797; fax: 718-
778-1808; e-mail: www.wiad-

Young Devyn performing at her fi rst concert at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church auditorium in Brooklyn on Saturday, Nov. 
21, 2015.

Photo by Louise Wateridge

One people
Continued from page 6 

Continued on Page 10
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By Bert Wilkinson
Caribbean American citi-

zens and permanent residents 
who hold large sums of cash 
in overseas bank accounts 
or have investments in trust 
and related companies as well 
as hold disposable assets will 
soon have to report these to 
the IRS or face stiff penalties 
in new laws being enforced 
from the end of September.

CARICOM member coun-
tries which have not set 
signed up inter governmental 
bilateral agreements with the 
United States are rushing to 
do so, well aware that their 
could be blacklisted by Wash-
ington as unwilling compliers 
with the Foreign Account Tax 
Compliance Act (FATCA).

As August came to a close, 
authorities in Trinidad, the 
largest economy in the com-
munity of 15 mostly island 
nations, made quick steps to 
do so, formally signing the 
relevant tenants of FACTA 
and opening the way for an 
automatic exchange of finan-

cial information on Ameri-
cans with cash and assets 
stashed overseas.

Back in March of 2010, 
Congress passed the contro-
versial bill to catch alleged 
tax cheats, including those 
who use offshore accounts in 
the Caribbean and beyond to 
hide assets from the IRS.

The act requires Caribbean 
commercial banks to submit 
details about assets and cash 
of American citizens and per-
manent residents. The U.S. 
is also required to furnish 
information on Caribbean 
residents who stash cash 
and have assets in mainland 
America and its territories 
such as Puerto Rico.

Several member states 
including Barbados and St. 
Kitts have already signed 
bilateral agreements with the 
U.S., anxious to avoid being 
blacklisted by the interna-
tional community, western 
industrialized countries in 
particular, as law enforce

Caribbean countries move to 
comply with IRS financial reporting

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member 

Jumaane D. Williams has paid 
tribute on the day set aside by 
the United Nations to remem-
ber slavery and its abolition, 
saying that the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade and the enslave-
ment of Africans represented 
“one of the longest and most 
sustained assaults on the life, 
integrity and dignity of human 
beings in our history.”

“For more than three and 
a half centuries, men, women 
and children were forcibly 
transported in bondage from 
their African motherland to 
the Americas [which includes 
the Caribbean],” said Wil-

liams, deputy leader of the 
City Council, on Tuesday on 
the International Remem-
brance of the Slave Trade and 
its Abolition, which is com-
memorated every Aug. 23. 

“This forever changed the 
face and character of the mod-
ern world,” added the son of 
Grenadian immigrants, who 
represents the largely Carib-
bean 45th Council District in 
Brooklyn. “The slave trade was 
brutal and horrific, and the 
enslavement of Africans was 
cruel, exploitative and dehu-
manizing.

“Today is about paying trib-
ute to all those who fought 
for freedom,” Williams con-

tinued. “It is also a day to 
reflect and use as encourage-
ment in for the fight against 
all forms of servitude, racism, 
prejudice, racial discrimina-
tion and social injustice that 
are a legacy of slavery.”

He said the Day should also 
serve as “a reminder that many 
of the problems in communi-
ties made up of descendants 
of slaves are not mere coinci-
dences but consequences born 
out of this horrible time in 
history. 

“I say this not as an excuse 
from personal responsibility, 
but to interweave it with a 
shared starting point, from 

Continued on Page 1Continued on Page 1

Taeisha Kennedy portrays “Galaxy Cocktail.” See story on page 53.
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Williams pays homage to freedom fighters

Tribute to the Incas

US TAX 
CHEATS 
NOTICE
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Affordable health insurance 
for children under 19.

See top-quality providers, close to home.

Checkups, dental care, hospital care, 
and more!

��Fidelis Care is a top-rated plan in the 
2015 New York State Consumer’s Guide 
to Medicaid and Child Health Plus.��

Child Health Plus
with Fidelis Care

�����

1-888-FIDELIS • �������	
���

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through 
���������	
����������������������������������������� 
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

��������	
�

How much does Child Health Plus cost?
Coverage may be free or as little as 
$9 each month, based on household 
income. For families at full premium 
��������������������	������	!��	
����
lowest rates available.

How do I enroll my child?
Through NY State of Health 
at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 
Apply by the 15th of the month 
to have coverage for your child 
on the 1st of the following month.

Fidelis Care is in your community!
"�����#���������%	�&'#����	�����	�
������
	������	!!(���)�	����
nearest to you.
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By Alexandra Simon
Hundreds of people turned out for 

a controversial festival commemo-
rating the Crown Heights riot on 
Aug. 21, despite some slamming as 
a distasteful way to mark such a 
dark period in the neighborhood’s 
history. 

Organizers say they understand 
why the family of Yankel Rosen-
baum — the Australian Jewish man 
killed during of the 1991 turmoil — 
described a fete promising “fun for all 
ages” as “an insult” to his memory, 
but the large turnout from both black 
and Jewish residents shows it really 
did bring the communities togeth-
er. https://nypost.com/2016/08/16/
crown-heights-plans-insensitive-car-
nival-to-mark-1991-riots/

“I definitely understand — he felt 
it was inappropriate,” said organizer 
Rabbi Eli Cohen director of Jewish 
group the Crown Heights Commu-
nity Council. “We did it because we 
feel it’s important and to focus on 
what we can achieve when we work 
together — because look at what can 
happen.” 

The One Crown Heights festival 
marked 25 years since a motorcade 
carrying a prominent Jewish leader 
ran over seven-year-old black boy 
Gavin Cato, igniting racial tensions in 
the predominantly black and Hasidic 
Jewish community. Hours later, riot-
ers fatally stabbed Rosenbaum, and 
three days of chaos followed.

Local leaders including Borough 
President Adams, Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Crown Heights), 
and Councilwoman Mathieu Eugene 
(D–Crown Heights) started the day 
at the Jewish Children’s Museum 
with a ceremony remembering both 
Cato and Rosenbaum, followed by 
a march down Kingston Avenue 
to Brower Park for the festivities, 
which included rides, games, and 
performances from Caribbean steel 
pan bands.

Yankel Rosenbaum’s brother Nor-
man — who was in town for the anni-
versary — and some local Orthodox 
leaders denounced the event in the 
press, though Gavin Cato’s father 
Carmel attended. Both men, who 
have been friends for 15 years, never-
theless broke rye bread at a Midwood 
deli before mourning in their own 
ways. http://www.nydailynews.com/
new-york/brooklyn/men-kin-deaths-
sparked-crown-heights-riots-break-
bread-article-1.2755252

Festival attendees say their fami-
lies enjoyed the fair, and defended 
the neighborhood get-together as 
a way of showing how far the com-
munity has come since its ugliest 
days.

By Nelson A. King
The Organizing Committee of the 

Brooklyn-based Vincy Day USA last Sat-
urday gave New York Consul General 
Selmon Walters his penultimate last 
hurrah with a send-off plaque.

The departing consul general is 
expected to preside over an inaugural 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines-Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Cultural Showcase this 
Saturday, Aug. 27, in Massachusetts. 

Rosalind Goodluck, the treasurer of 
the Organizing Committee of Vincy Day 
USA, presented the award to Walters, 
who has chaired the Committee since 
its start, before hundreds of nationals 
at the annual unity picnic at Heckscher 
State Park in Long Island, New York.

“As many of you may know, the consul 
general has been recalled after five years,” 
Goodluck told the crowd assembled in 
front to the huge stage on the eastern 
end of the camp ground. “Vincy Day USA 
Committee prepared a small plaque to say 
good bye to the Counsel General.

“We’re going to miss you,” Goodluck 
told Walters. “You made the Consular 
office what it is here.”

In responding, Walters, a former 
minister in the administration of Prime 
Minister Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves, said 
tersely: “Sometimes, you get things you 
don’t expect. This is a surprise.”

But despite the praises showered 
on the consul general by Goodluck, 
Walters — who will be replaced by 
Howie Prince, the head of the National 
Emergency Management Organization 
(NEMO), by month’s end — has been 
under heavy fire in recent years.

Observers, and critics alike, claimed 
that Walters woefully mismanaged 
the office that provides consular and 
other services to nationals in New York, 
which is considered to comprise the 

largest concentration of Vincentians in 
the Diaspora. 

Walters’ pending departure comes 
about 2 ½ years after a major scandal 
erupted at the New York Consulate Gen-
eral involving Walters’ deputy, Edson 
Augustus, a former Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church pastor, who was recalled on 
Feb. 5, 2014, because of what the gov-
ernment said were “activities outside 
the scope of his employment and inimi-
cal to interests of the Consulate General 
and the government and people of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.”

In recent months, Walters’ situation 
was exacerbated with increased criti-
cism, in several quarters, of his stew-
ardship. 

The government, however, did not 
cite allegations levelled against Walters 
nor did it particularly single him out in 
its diplomatic shake-up, but it was clear, 
many pundits said, that the administra-
tion had to take action once and for all.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sir Louis Straker told 
Caribbean Life last week, in an exclu-
sive interview, that Walters was among 
three diplomats who are being recalled. 

The others are ambassadors to Cuba 
and Venezuela Dexter Rose and Andreas 
Wickham, respectively.

But, despite his fate, Walters, une-
quivocally, has left his indentation on 
Vincy Day USA.

He made it his primary mission of 
making the annual Vincy Day USA 
extravaganza a success. The notion was 
first broached to him five years ago 
by popular, Brooklyn-based Vincentian 
entertainment promoter, Ulric “Soca” 
Jones, Jr., who last Saturday co-emceed, 
as in previous years, the cultural pack-
age, with prominent Vincentian radio 
personality Don Bobb.

“I am confident that this great event 
may outlive all of us,” said Walters in 
the foreword in the Vincy Day USA 
booklet, distributed to nationals on Sat-
urday as they entered the park. “Com-
mittee members may come and go, but 
the event must remain.

“Long live Vincy Day USA!” he added. 
“Long live all our Vincy folks in the 
Diaspora and at home. May our prosper-
ity be guaranteed by our love for each 
other and by our faith in the God of the 
universe!” 

On Saturday, the committee also hon-
ored another entertainment promoter, 
Atiba Williams; Nolan Bulze, manager of 
the Brooklyn-based Solid band; retired 
Registered Nurse Celia Bramble, former 
president of the St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Nurses Association of New York; 
Monica Laborde, president of the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines Association of 
Massachusetts; and Dave Auguste, ground 
manager of Heckscher State Park.

Almost last hurrah for SVG official

Bomani electrifi es the party crowd 
at the Vincy Day USA.  

Photo by Nelson A. King

 

St.Vincent and the Grenadines Consul General Selmon Walters (second from left) receives a plaque from mem-
bers of the Vincy USA Organizing Committee. Photo by Nelson A. King

Festival 
marks Crown 
Heights riot
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Antigua
A 35-year-old French national was 

fined EC$4,000 after he pleaded guilty 
to causing a bomb scare on a LIAT 
flight at the VC Bird International Air-
port, Antigua recently.

Francois Renaud Boisneuf, 35, who 
was returning to the French Carib-
bean Island of Guadeloupe from Bar-
bados where he had attended the Crop 
Over Festival, used the word “bomb” 
and “terrorist” when he was repeatedly 
asked by the flight attendant for his 
boarding pass.

The flight attend-
ant reported the mat-
ter to the captain and 
the police were called 
in resulting in the air-
craft being checked out.

The plane with 69 passengers on 
board then departed for Guadeloupe 
after a long period.

When Boisneuf appeared in court 
before Magistrate Conliffe Clarke, he 
pleaded guilty to the offence and was 
fined EC$4,000 or six months in pris-
on.

Bahamas
A call has been made for the Baha-

mas government to open a Sex Offend-
ers Registry and Marco Alert system for 
missing children.

It has come from a non-profit group 
— Solidarity 242- some five years after 
the murder of an 11-year-old boy, Marco 
Archer — a tragedy that called for the 
Sex Offenders Registry. 

In October 2013, Kofhe Goodman 
was sentenced to death for abducting, 
kidnaping and mur-
dering Archer. 

Co-founder of Soli-
darity 242, Kishlane 
Knowles said there are 
no Sex Offenders Reg-
istry, and no Marco Alert.

He said; “Our children are being left 
vulnerable and we as Bahamians have 
to push back and demand that the gov-
ernment does its part in protecting our 
children.”

In 2013, Freeport said the loss of five 
young boys, all of whom went missing 
and were murdered.

In June 2015, Minister of Social Serv-
ices Melanie Griffin revealed in her 2015 
/ 2016 budget contribution that there 
had been an increase in the reported 
cases of sexual abuse and incest inci-
dents involving children.

The Solidarity 242 group is urging 
Bahamians to join an online protest to 
pressure the government to set up a Sex 
Offenders Registry.

Barbados
Barbados has recorded a 1.3 per-

cent economic growth for the first six 
months of this year, compared to no 
growth a year ago, according to figures 
released by the Central Bank of Barba-
dos (CBB).

CBB Governor Dr. DeLisle Worrell 
said this was a slight deceleration from 
the first quarter, mainly on account 
of unexpected delays in major tourism 

investment projects.
In terms of the outlook, Dr. Worrell 

said the reduced growth projection was 
“mainly because most major invest-
ment projects are behind schedule.”

He noted that the main impact of the 
recent fall in the value of sterling may 
well be on the sales of villas and second 
homes to United King-
dom residents, adding 
the growth rate could 
be higher if invest-
ments in tourism and 
alternative energy can 
be speeded up.

Dominica
The Dominica government has 

received a EC$25 million loan from the 
Agricultural Industrial and Develop-
ment Bank (AIDB) to help develop the 
agriculture and tourism sectors.

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit 
speaking at the recent signing ceremo-
ny said that at least 17 properties will 
benefit from the EC$15 million set aside 
for the tourism sector.

He said construction jobs would be 
created but some of the properties are 
also expanding and enhancing their 
ability to compete and become compet-
itive much better than 
they are doing now.

The prime minister 
also said he is hoping 
that the facility will 
lead to more sustainable jobs in the 
economy, adding, “the terms and condi-
tions of this loan are exceptional.”

The EC$15 million dollars from the 
proceeds of the Citizenship by Invest-
ment Program (CIP) will be made avail-
able for on-lending to the hotel sector to 

Haitian protest
A demonstrator holds up an anti-U.N. poster during a protest outside a UN base in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. See 
story on page 16 
  Inter Press Service / Ansel Herz

Continued on Page 20
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SUPER WEEKEND SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 8/26-8/28/2016, EXCEPT AS NOTED.  
*Starting 8/26, give $5 at any Macy’s or at macys.com & receive a savings pass. In-store savings pass valid in-store only & online savings pass valid at macys.com only. Exclusions differ online.  
*SHOP FOR A CAUSE discount applies to sale, clearance and regular prices, with the exceptions listed. EXTRA 10% off applies to electrics, electronics, watches, furniture, mattresses and rugs/floor coverings. Excludes ALL: cosmetics/fragrances, Deals of the Day, Doorbusters/web 
busters, Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, Breville, Coach, Dyson, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, KitchenAid Pro Line, Michele watches, Shun, Stuart Weitzman, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Locker Room By Lids, Marc Jacobs, Natori, Theory, Wacoal, 
Wolford, Wüsthof, Sam Edelman, Breitling, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, Samsung watches, Tag Heuer, Tempur-Pedic, The North Face, Tumi, Vitamix, athletic clothing, shoes & accessories; designer jewelry/watches; designer sportswear; gift cards, gourmet foods, jewelry trunk 
shows, previous purchases, products offered by vendors who operate leased departments in any of our stores including: Burberry, Gucci, Longchamp, Louis Vuitton, maternity, Nike on Field; restaurants, special orders, services, tech watches, wine. Not valid on macys.com. 
Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Discount valid 8/26/16-8/28/16 only. 

100% of your $5 donation will benefit 
the March of Dimes and its fight against 
premature birth and other serious infant  
health problems. 

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE & FREE RETURNS  
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; 
SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

FRI, AUG. 26-SUN, AUG. 28
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WEEKEND SALE
5O%-75% OFF 
STOREWIDE

It’s good to shop,  
Fri, Aug. 26-Sun, Aug. 28

Starting Friday! Give* $5 to benefit the March of Dimes and 

SAVE 25%*

on regular, sale & clearance items, including home.  
You’ll even save on many brands usually excluded!

ALL DAY, ALL WEEKENDLearn more at  
macys.com/sfac
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ment fights international money 
laundering efforts and alleged financ-
ing of terrorism.

Trinidad’s government said in a 
weekend statement that the system is 
almost ready to provide the IRS with 
the necessary information on assets 
held in local banks, trust and related 
companies.

“This is another milestone in the 
relationship between both countries 
on tax matters and brings to an end 
approximately three years of nego-
tiations occurring between the two 
countries on the agreement. To bring 
the agreement into force, the finance 
minister will take to the parliament 
the necessary legislation, among 
other things, to provide for the auto-
matic exchange of information by the 
board of Inland Revenue to the United 
States Inland Revenue Service,” the 
statement said.

The announcement came a few 
days before Guyana’s Finance Minister 
Winston Jordan announced the coun-
try’s readiness to also sign on with 
the U.S., being fully aware that the 
end of September deadline looms.

“We are ready. Cabinet has given 
its approval but the Americans are 
the one to set a date. It is an extra 

territorial act designed to get infor-
mation on people who have offshore 
accounts and other assets. We are 
ready when they are.”

The agreement has stiff penalties 
and other sanctions contained in the 
2010 legislation including the imposi-
tion of a 30 percent withholding levy 
on assets of persons failing to report 
their assets to authorities.

The bill is interested in folks who 
have in excess of $50,000 held over-
seas. Banks are required to search 
their data bases to detect people with 
foreign passports, green cards and 
identities who have money and assets 
overseas and inform the IRS of this as 
Americans are required to file yearly 
tax returns regardless of where they 
live.

Wikipedia for example, says the 
bill was enacted for the purpose of 
detecting the non-U.S. financial 
accounts of U.S. domestic taxpayers 
rather than to identify non-resident 
U.S. citizens and enforce collections. 
There might be thousands of resident 
U.S. citizens with non-U.S. assets, 
such as astute investors, dual citi-
zens, or legal immigrants. FATCA was 
enacted with the purpose of having 
non-U.S. financial institutions iden-
tify approximately 8.7 million U.S. 
citizens believed to reside outside of 
the United States and those persons 
believed to be U.S. persons for tax 
purposes. FATCA will also be used to 
help identify non-U.S. person family 
members and business partners who 
share accounts with U.S. persons.

FACTA deadline 
approaches

Continued from page 1 

which to help provide solutions,” said 
the outspoken legislator, calling on all 
New Yorkers and Americans in join-
ing forces to “support and spread the 
principles of freedom, equality and 
equity.”

Williams said that the need is “even 
more prevalent with such divisive mes-
sages being not only spewed but also 
received on a national political stage 
as acceptable political discourse in a 
way we have not seen in decades. 

“It is imperative that we recommit 
to the hard work it takes to live togeth-
er in our multicultural societies and 
continue to fight against contempo-
rary forms of slavery, of which millions 
are still the victims of,” he added. 

Irina Bokova, head of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
said that the courage of the men and 
women, who, in August 1791, revolted 
against slavery in Haiti, “has created 
obligations for us” on the day set aside 
for remembrance of that rebellion.

In her tribute, the UNESCO director 
general noted that “all of humanity is 
part of this story,” adding that efforts 
to teach the history of the slave trade 
will help build a better world.

“The uprising was a turning point 
in human history, greatly impacting 
the establishment of universal human 
rights, for which we are all indebted,” 

said Bokova in her message commemo-
rating the  night in 1791, “when people 
who had been torn from Africa and sold 
into slavery revolted against the slave 
system to obtain freedom and independ-
ence for Haiti, gained in 1804.” 

She said that UNESCO marked the 
Day of Remembrance to pay tribute 
to “all those who fought for freedom, 
and, in their name, to continue teach-
ing about their story and the values 
therein. 

“The history of the slave trade and 
slavery created a storm of rage, cru-
elty and bitterness that has not yet 
abated,” said the director-general, “but 
the courage of these men and women 
has created obligations for us.” 

Day of Rememberance
Continued from page 1 

U.N. Secretary General candidate 
Irina Bokova.

Associated Press / Richard Drew
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Everything’s included! Act now and get up to $5,000 toward Closing Costs!

Visit our all-new website: 
www.classicqualityhomes.com

Or text: cqh to 411669 to get text updates about our Home Buying Incentive programs

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

* Monthly payments based on FHA 30 yr. fixed interest rate of 4.5% with 5% APR with a finance cap of $271,000.  Lower rates may apply to qualified
buyers. All numbers are estimated. Conventional mtgs. also available. Figures quoted above on Cambridge model based on conventional 30 year mtg.

THE COUNTRY HOME -- A Classic Mainline Home

NOW $199,900
2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

$6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  $6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,577* 1,577* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!*interest, taxes and insurance!*

THE HOMESTEAD -- A Classic Mainline Home

now $277,000
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

$9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  $9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,954* 1,954* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!interest, taxes and insurance!

Price Increase coming soon! Price Increase coming soon! 
Lock in your low price now!Lock in your low price now!

GGoollddeenn  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy!!
Reserve now and start living the great Pocono life soon!Reserve now and start living the great Pocono life soon!

now $283,500
3,424 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 3,424 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 2 Car Garage2 Car Garage

THE CAMBRIDGE -- A Classic Mainline Home

NOW $293,900
3,393 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • Covered Front porch3,393 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • Covered Front porch

$14,695 DOWN PAYMENT  $14,695 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$2,025* 2,025* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!*interest, taxes and insurance!*

THE HERITAGE -- A Classic Mainline Home

$12,500 DOWN PAYMENT  $12,500 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,973* 1,973* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!interest, taxes and insurance!
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By Tangerine Clarke
Newly appointed Guyana Consul 

General to New York, Barbara Atherly 
handed over passports, marriage licens-
es and other legal documents to expa-
triates in South Ozone Park, Queens on 
Saturday, Aug. 13, during the consu-
late’s fifth Outreach Initiative.

Atherly, a former Education Special-
ist at the United Nations International 
Children’s Education Fund, joined Dep-
uty Consul General Jacquelyn Hamer, 
and staff of the consulate in the office 
space of Guyanese businessman Uriel 
Seenarine, where five hours of consul 
services to Guyanese.

Deputy Consul General Jacquelyn 
Hamer welcomed the new consul gen-
eral, and said the consul’s office is plan-
ning a program and town hall meeting 
for Atherly to meet with the Diaspora in 
both Queens and Brooklyn.

“The outreach was an excellent suc-
cess,” said Hamer, where scores of per-
sons met with the diplomats and staff 
in the one on one setting to make sure 
all official papers received the necessary 
stamp of approval, during the commu-
nity activity that began at 10am.

“We were heartened by the excellent 
turn-out at the fifth outreach,” noted 
Hamer, whose idea it was to visit the 
boroughs outside the diplomat office in 
Manhattan.

The program, which began in 
Queens and Brooklyn, before citizens 
in Schenectady, upstate New York ben-
efited from the services, will continue 
on Saturday Aug. 27, at 10 am, in New 
Jersey.

While at the outreach, expats also 
picked up 50th Independence Anniver-
sary magazines provided by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, and information 
regarding the upcoming entrepreneuri-
al conference in Guyana.

A US$1000 participation award will 
go to a businessperson who qualifies to 
attend the investment forum. The dead-

line for submission is Sept. 30.
Hamer hopes business owners will 

take full advantage of this opportunity 
that would benefit their establishment. 
All information could be viewed on the 
consulate’s website — www.guyanacon-
sulatenewyork.org.

The consulate that recently unveiled 
its new website to rave reviews from the 
community, will begin a second phase 
that would help to expedite passports 
from the current six-week wait time. 
This feature, when approved by the 
Guyana government will allow appli-
cants to apply online.

Hamer said, the Guyana government 
complemented the progress at the con-
sulate.

“I hope the good feedback we are 
getting from the public about the work 
we are doing in the consulate serves as 
a model for other diplomatic offices to 
emulate in the future,” she said.

“We are extremely thankful to Mr. 
Seenarine for offering his space. I have 
no doubt we will continue to enjoy 
this excellent relationship for future 
endeavors.

Seenarine, founder and CEO of US 
Realty, thecaribbeanradio.com and 
Carib Media Corp. (caribmediacorp.
com), graciously reached out to the 
Guyana Consulate to host the outreach, 
because he felt this was a great way to 
connect with the large Guyanese com-
munity in Ozone Park.

He suggested that the program be 
held every six months, and will once 
again open his door to accommodate 
the consul staff, and citizens who 
also live in neighboring Richmond 
Hill.

“I would encourage the collaboration 
because I am well-known in the com-
munity and I am all about educating 
the Guyanese community, and keeping 
them informed about the progress I see 
taking place in Guyana,” said Seenar-
ine.

Newly appointed Guyana Consul General, Barbara Atherly hands over 
passport to Mohammed Baksh at fi fth outreach initiative in South Ozone 
Park, Queens, as Deputy Consul General, Jacquelyn Hamer (extreme right), 
owner of USA Realty Uriel Seenarine behind (CG), and staff look on. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Guyana consul general 
observes outreach

Don’t Delay. Call Today  to schedule your Appointment.

(718) 551-9157
www.USAVascularCenters.com

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214
260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102
Valley Stream, NY 11581

Do you have any of these symptoms?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment 
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive 
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery 

time compared to a hysterectomy.

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.
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Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain  in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen
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By Dawn Plummer
The compelling evidence 

of pride displayed during 
the observation of Jamai-
ca’s 54th independence 
in the Tri-State area was 
the paradigm of a people 
strongly rooted in their cul-
ture and history. Culminat-
ing the 54th independence 
also was the overwhelming 
and strong performance of 
the Jamaicans at the 31st 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.

However, in the midst 
of this celebration was 
the noticeably absence of 
a Jamaican consul gener-
al for  New York and the 
Eastern  states, with fur-
ther investigation we learnt 
also that there was no fixed 
appointment for a Jamai-
can ambassador in Wash-
ington DC, since April 2016, 
as well. The absence was not 
unusual but what triggers 
the anxiety is the lengthy 
absence. The general elec-
tion was held on Feb. 25, 
2016 in Jamaica. The tra-
jectory is not uncommon 
for any new government to 
replace its top diplomats 
in its new administration. 
What should not be accepted 
though is the government’s 
unpreparedness in dealing 
with this matter. The gov-
ernment did not groom any 
representatives to fill the 
vacant positions. It is almost 
six months since the former 
Jamaican council general 
to New York resigned and 
so too did the Jamaican 
ambassador in Washington 
DC. These changes are not 
mandatory, but for obvi-
ous and obnoxious reasons 
party loyalists would have it 
no other way.

The Consul General’s 
office in New York has a 

wide community to serve; its 
role is to be the government 
for its people in a foreign 
country.   However, a con-
sul general should be pre-
pared or be on standby for 
replacing vacant positions 
when there is a new govern-
ment. An announcement 
was made a few months ago 
for the evacuation of some 
Jamaican diplomats from 
their positions among them 
was the Jamaican Council 
General for New York and 
the Jamaican ambassador 
in Washington DC. Some-
one in the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry could have spear-
headed a planning commit-
tee to replace the consul 
general. There is a com-
munity of over two million 
Jamaicans on hand waiting 
to be represented and served 
unequivocally.  How do you 
feel when you telephone the 
Jamaican Consulate’s office 
and no one wants to speak 
to you, obtaining our pass-
ports is not the only reason 
why some of us Jamaicans 
call the office of the consul 
general. We call for numer-
ous reasons, to verify issues 
that are of serious concerns 
to us in Jamaica. Even more 
disappointing is after 15 to 
20 years of attending the 
Jamaican independence 
church services in New York 
City you come to know what 
kind of crowd to expect.  Not 

so this time there was a low 
turn out of fellow Jamai-
cans. You wondered why 
and asked what work was 
done to reach the thousands 
of Jamaicans in New York 
City? You ask where was the 
outreach personnel and you 
realized that the position 
is also currently vacant. 
The Jamaican community 
needs to be informed on 
the official events relating 
to Jamaica that is taking 
place in a foreign country. 
Please give us the choice of 
choosing whether or not we 
should participate in these 
events. Did this lapse in the 
community affairs outreach 
caused a lack in effective 
communication? A consul 
general should be in place 
for many reasons. Life is 
also unpredictable and a few 
years ago when hundreds 
of Jamaicans were mis-
placed or affected by hur-
ricane sandy, in Brooklyn 
and Queens, New York, the 
then consul general visit-
ed sites, as several of the 
homes affected belonged 
to Jamaicans. The Jamai-
can Consul’s General office 
could not do much, as Hur-
ricane Sandy hit Jamaica as 
well. The then government 
of Jamaica was asking us to 
help the victims in Jamaica, 
but a consul general on site 
could let the government 
know what was happening 
with some Jamaicans in 
the United States as well. 
This is just an example of 
the important and effective 
work of the consulate office. 
We are also in another hur-
ricane season, as Jamaicans 
we need someone to always 
stand shoulder to shoulder 
with other leaders, repre-
senting our people and our 

By Paula L. Sanders
Twenty-five years ago, I 

watched as the streets of Crown 
Heights erupted in unrest — 
cars flipped, businesses burned, 
rocks thrown, and voices raised 
in anger following the tragic 
deaths of seven-year-old Gavin 
Cato, hit and killed by a car, and 
the stabbing death of college 
student Yankel Rosenbaum.

I watched and I listened to 
concerned mothers and fathers, 
sons and daughters, students 
and neighbors from both the 
West Indian and Hasidic com-
munity who worried that not 
enough was being done to pro-
tect their safety or address the 
racial and social disparities in 
their communities.

Over those tough three days 
— and the weeks that followed 
— my colleagues at the NYC 
Commission on Human Rights 
and I took to the streets to 
speak with community mem-
bers about their concerns, calm 
their fears, and offer any assist-
ance we could to help heal their 
pain.

We also met with communi-
ty groups, like the Jewish Com-
munity Council and Crown 
Heights Youth Collective, to 
chart a path forward and create 
programs that promote respect 
for the neighborhood’s cultural 
and religious differences.

Twenty-five years later, as 
those wounds continue to 
heal, the NYC Commission on 
Human Rights is still a part 
of those communities, working 
in Crown Heights and across 
Brooklyn to ensure that peo-
ple feel safe, respected, and 
empowered to live and work 

free from discrimination.
The NYC Commission on 

Human Rights exists to protect 
every New Yorker from dis-
crimination. We are a city agen-
cy that enforces the nation’s 
strongest city anti-discrimi-
nation law, the NYC Human 
Rights Law, which protections 
people from discrimination in 
the workplace, housing, and in 
public spaces.

We work with immigrant and 
faith-based communities, land-
lords, bodegas, law enforcement 
agencies, and business associa-
tions to ensure that everyone 
in New York City knows their 
rights and obligations under 
the law and are protected from 
unfair treatment no matter 
who they are, what they look 
like, where they come from or 
what they believe.

Our doors are always open. 
If you or someone you know 
has experienced discrimi-
nation, call 311 and ask for 
the Commission on Human 
Rights. The Commission is 
staffed with committed public 
servants who collectively speak 
at least 26 different languages 
representing the diversity of 
New York City. They are ready 
to hear your story and help 
you understand your rights. Or 
stop by our Brooklyn Commu-
nity Service Center located at 
25 Chapel Street, Suite 1001, to 
speak to a staff member.

Or come meet us this Sun-
day, Aug. 21, at the One Crown 
Heights event. Commission 
staff will join elected officials, 
faith leaders, advocates, and 
community members at events 
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The Jamaican 
community needs 
to be informed on 
the official events 

relating to Jamaica 
that is taking 

place in a foreign 
country.

The Jamaican gov’t has 
forgotten the diaspora!

Twenty-five years after 
Crown Heights Riots
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By George Alleyne
Opposition Member Parlia-

ment, Edmund Hinkson, has 
warned that Barbados’ future 
access to favorable loans from 
international ogranisations is 
at risk if officials do not crack 
down on corruption.

“One of the main problems 
in Barbados now is corruption. 
We are clouding our eyes over 
it... Many people in the inter-
national community have tre-
mendous concerns about this 
country of ours. They know 
about the level of corruption 
and ‘take’ that they have in 
Barbados, and they’re keeping 
a very close watch on it.”

Hinkson, a lawyer, issued 
the warning at a political meet-
ing, a full week after former 
Chief Justice, Sir David Sim-
mons, appeared to open the 
flood gates of public statements 
when he made no bones about 
it by declaring that there is 
corruption in the island’s top-
most quarters. 

“I think that there is a lot 
of evidence, but it seems to 
be more than a perception of 
corruption at all kinds of level 
in this society,” Sir David had 
said, and added, “The bribers 

are usually the people in the 
private sector... they would 
have bribed the politician who 
is then held up to ridicule and 
exposed, and a lot of them get 
away”.

For years sleaze in high office 
was rumoured, and following 
Sir David’s remarks, Chairman 
of the Barbados Private Sector 
Association, Charles Herbert, 
suggested that there was a cul-
ture within the public sector 
that encouraged bribery.

“It is difficult to do every-
thing,” he said. “it takes three 
days to get a liquor licence. It 
takes a month to get an amal-
gamation through [the depart-
ment of Corporate Services.

“Everything we do is diffi-
cult to do.”

Herbert, the chairman of 
Barbados conglomerate, God-
dard Enterprises, conceded 
that some companies appear to 
be getting their business done 
quickly, but added, “We don’t 
know if it is because they push 
harder than us, because they 
know somebody that we don’t 
know.”

“In a lot of cases you can’t 
get anything done in Barbados 
unless money pass,” Hinkson 

said Sunday.
He complained that since 

2012 both chambers of Parlia-
ment had passed the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, “But 
they [government] would not 
carry it to the governor general 
for him to sign, assenting to it. 
So it does not stand as the law 
of Barbados. Why?”

He followed up by asking 
what, “Cabinet ministers, poli-
ticians, the people who would 
be subject to the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, what do they 
fear?”

The MP warned, “there will 
come a time when Barbados, if 
it doesn’t [enact] that legisla-
tion, will not be able to borrow 
development funds from UN 
agencies, from the World Bank 
because of this issue.

“Those institutions will not 
lend countries, or they will lend 
only at very high interest rates, 
if you do not have systems, 
legislative and administrative, 
in place to curb, or curtail cor-
ruption,” Hinkson said.

Contending that the Demo-
cratic Labour Party Govern-
ment has broken its anti-cor-
ruption campaign promises, he 
said the party came into office 

in 2008, “on the basis that they 
were going to stamp out cor-
ruption, that they were going 
to be transparent, that they 
were going to have post-Cab-
inet meetings every Thursday 
to tell the people what went on 
in Cabinet.”

He continued, “The Demo-

cratic Labour Party promised 
that they would bring in integ-
rity legislation forthwith... eight 
and a half years gone, no sign 
of integrity legislation what-
soever, excuses after excuses 
from both the prime minister 
and the attorney general as to 
why none would come in.”

Barbados MP, Edmund Hinkson, talking about corruption.
 Photo by George Alleyne

Corruption accusations fly in Barbados

PREGNANT? OR TRYING?

BIRTH DEFECTS
ZIKA CAUSES
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Sample Monthly Savings - $244.26!

throughout the day that bring togeth-
er every community in Crown Heights 
and celebrate the steps communities 
have taken to understand and appre-
ciate the rich diversity of the neigh-
borhood. Commission staff will be on 
hand to talk about the Commission and 
resources available to the community.

Everyone in New York City deserves 

the same respect and opportunity as 
everyone else, regardless of where they 
came from or who they are. We are 
a much stronger city when we cele-
brate those differences instead of letting 
them divide us.

Paula L. Sanders is associate human 
rights specialist in the Brooklyn Office 
of the NYC Commission on Human 
Rights.

Continued from page 12 

government.
The former advisor for the Jamaican 

Diaspora, Patrick Beckford, expressed 
his opinion on the issue, “…it is the 
first time in thirty four years that I 
can recall us having to wait this long 
for an ambassador or a consul general 
in New York. The government should 
have prepared someone to step into this 
community which is a population of 
over two million. Some names should 
have been submitted by now,” Beckford 
reasoned.

In the midst of this can we asked the 
question why the government made 
such an early announcement for the 
removal of the ambassador in Washing-
ton and the consul general in New York. 
I am certain there are suitable indi-
viduals in the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
to take these positions. As questioned 
on so many occasions, did the election 
victory take Mr. Andrew Holness by sur-
prise? “Couldn’t the government asked 
the diplomats to stay in office until they 
find suitable replacements,” Mr. Patrick 
Beckford asked.

Former Provost of John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, Professor Basil Wil-
son, said the absence of leadership could 
have stemmed from many reasons. “The 
processing of the ambassadorship has 
to go through the U.S. State Depart-

ment. They have to accept the process 
and the credentials of the individual 
and that could slow the process down, 
these appointments are important,” Dr. 
Wilson noted. Professor Wilson also 
reminded us that the government is 
currently negotiating with the Inter-
national Monetary Funds (IMF) and 
that could also be a central reason the 
government did not direct its attention 
elsewhere. “You could have missteps, 
when you move quickly sometimes,” 
the former Provost acknowledged. 

Should we wrestle with the thought 
that the government is focusing on 
economic development and has put 
the Jamaican Diaspora (foreign affairs) 
on the side line. In trying to come to a 
better understanding of why these two 
positions are not yet filled I reached 
out to the New York Consulate office 
this proved futile, as the acting con-
sul general did not return any of my 
calls. Several other Jamaicans that I 
have spoken to in New York City and 
New Jersey saw this as total neglect of 
a people, “the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
should have made a replacement, and 
this shows lack of respect for the Jamai-
can Diaspora,” President of the Jamaica 
Progressive League, Mrs. Sadie Camp-
bell remarked. The population in the 
Diaspora is over two million we need 
representation. 

Continued from page 12 

Jamaican diaspora in the dark!

Crown Heights residents bond

By Azad Ali
Grenadians will go to the polls for 

the Oct. 27 referendum on changes 
in the Constitution to replace the 
London-based Privy Council with the 
Trinidad-based Caribbean Court of 
Justice (CCJ). 

Parliament has recently passed 
legislation that allows the island to 
replace the Privy Council with the 
CCJ as its final court of appeal.

Grenadians will also be asked to 
institute term of limits for the prime  
minister; ensure that there is  always 
an opposition leader; enable Parlia-

ment to provide fixed election dates 
for general elections; institute an 
Elections and Boundaries Commis-
sion; and require that allegiance to be 
sworn, no longer to the Queen, but to 
Grenada.

Supervisor of Election Alex Phillip 
said there are more than 69,000 peo-
ple who are eligible to vote.

He said, “we have already designed 
the ballot paper and will be a sim-
ple question of asking them if they 
approved the Bill to amend the Con-
stitution, the choices will be yes or 
no.”

Grenadians to vote on 
constitutional changes
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By Alexandra Simon
Local artists expressed feelings about 

police violence at the “Fists Up, Guns 
Down” benefit show, at the Five Myles 
Gallery on Aug. 19.

About a 100 guests 
came to see young artists 
of color, tell stories about 
police brutality through 
dance, poetry, music, and 
visual art —  expressing 
their pain and rage about 
the extra-judicial killings 
of black people. Nicole 
Paultre Bell, the fiancée of 
Sean Bell — an unarmed 
husband — to be killed by 
police on his wedding day 
in 2006 – attended the 
event to share her expe-
rience 10 years later and 
praised the artists.

“Everyone in this room 
is a soldier. The one thing 
I have to say that pushes me forward is 
being in a room with a group of folks 
like you,” said Paultre Bell. “To know 
that there are soldiers out there who 
didn’t have to be affected by the move-
ment, but that they felt the movement 
just because of who they are.” 

Artists creatively spoke, sang, rapped, 
and danced their displeasure of police 
brutality, sharing the varying experi-
ences that come as a result. Planners 
of the event invited Paultre Bell to the 

event to allow guests to hear her story, 
said organizers.

“I feel like people heard about the 
story, but they didn’t hear it from her 
personal point of view,” said Alia Pierre, 

artist and co-organizer of 
the event. 

“Hearing it firsthand 
and seeing how strong 
she is really made them 
passionate about getting 
justice,” said Pierre.

Pierre said the mes-
sage she wanted to con-
vey with the event was 
achieved, and hopes that 
guests who attended left 
with the drive to pursue 
social justice.

“A lot of people said 
that they left there feel-
ing like they needed to do 
something,” said Pierre. 
“We just wanted to give 

all proceeds to the Sean Bell family so 
that they can continue to have Sean 
Bell day, and any other day they plan to 
do to get justice.” 

Concluding the event, artists and 
guests marched along Franklin Avenue, 
arriving at Eastern Parkway, before end-
ing in front of the Brooklyn Museum, 
holding signs reading ‘Black Lives Mat-
ter’ and ‘Fists up, guns down.’ 

All proceeds of the event went to 
Sean Bell’s family. 

Her story: Nicole Pault-
re Bell speaks to guests 
about her life since the 
shooting death of her 
fi ancé Sean Bell.

United: Various artists dancing together at the “Fists Up, Guns Down” ben-
efi t event at the Five Myles Gallery in Crown Heights on Aug. 19. 

Cinaya Correa

Sean Bell’s fiancée 
speaks on gun 

violence in Brooklyn

By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union,
RWDSU, UFCW

Car wash workers in New York City – or
“carwasheros,” as they call themselves –
have made great strides since their

campaign to unionize began in 2012. Hundreds of
carwasheros at 10 car washes have won the dignity
and respect that comes with union membership.

Union contracts have given carwasheros – for the first time –
paid time off, the ability to return to their home countries for
visits and have their jobs protected, and guaranteed wage and
benefit improvements. 

But throughout New York State, the so-called “tip credit”
threatens to continue to undermine progress that workers are
making in the car wash industry.

The tip credit is a part of New York State minimum wage law
that allows industry operators to pay car wash workers a
different, lower minimum wage. In theory, workers’ tips are
supposed to make up the difference, and possibly more. And, if
workers’ tips don’t raise the level of pay to at least the minimum
wage, car wash employers are supposed to make up the
difference in additional hourly wages.

In actual practice, it’s a flawed system that enables wage
theft and contributes to systemic underpayment of car wash
workers – exactly what the car wash unionizing campaign and
carwasheros have been fighting against. Investigations have
shown that employers don’t always make up the extra pay for
workers when tips are short, and carwasheros don’t always
receive the tips customers presume they are getting. We
shouldn’t be giving unscrupulous employers additional
incentives to underpay their workers.

Earlier this summer, workers at one Queens car wash won a
$130,000 settlement against an owner who was paying below
minimum wage, withholding overtime pay, and committing
other wage and hour violations. And that’s just the latest
settlement of many, including one that saw a New York carwash
operator pay almost $4 million in 2014. Wage theft is still
rampant in the industry, and the tip credit helps create an
environment where it happens. 

The Cuomo Administration has done a good job prosecuting
wage theft, and helping win justice for workers across New York.
But we need to do more. We call upon the Governor and the
state legislature to eliminate the car wash tip credit, and bring
the base pay for all car wash workers in New York up to the
minimum wage. 

It’s an important move that will show 
New York’s commitment to fighting for worker
rights, and protect worker pay. 

Our Perspective
Eliminate Tip 
Credit for Car 
Wash Workers

www.rwdsu.org
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By Phoebe Braithwaite
NEW YORK, Aug 18, 2016 

(IPS) - Update: On Thursday, 
Aug. 18 the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Second Cir-
cuit upheld the immunity of 
the UN from legal proceedings 
in the case of Georges et al v. 
United Nations et. al (the Haiti 
Cholera case) in accordance 
with the UN Charter and other 
international treaties.

Six years since UN peace-
keepers brought cholera to 
Haiti, the United Nations has 
finally accepted a greater degree 
of responsibility for its role in 
causing the outbreak, which 
has claimed tens of thousands 
of lives, and affected hundreds 
of thousands more.

“The UN has become con-
vinced that it needs to do 
much more regarding its 
own involvement in the ini-
tial outbreak and the suffering 
of those affected by cholera,” 
Deputy Spokesperson for the 
UN Secretary-General, Farhan 
Haq said in a statement shared 
with IPS.

The UN is working “towards 
a significantly new set of UN 

actions,” details of which will 
be released in the coming two 
months, said Haq.

“This is a groundbreaking 
first step towards justice,” said 
Beatrice Lindstrom Esq., lawyer 
for victims of cholera in Haiti 
and staff attorney at the Insti-
tute for Justice and Democracy 
Haiti (IJDH) in response to the 
change in the UN’s position.

However, she tempered 
her statement by saying that 
“the real test is in what comes 
next.”

“The UN must follow this 
announcement with action, 
including issuing a public apol-
ogy, establishing a plan to pro-
vide compensation to the vic-
tims who have lost so much, 
and ensuring that cholera is 
eliminated in Haiti through 
robust investment in water 
and sanitation infrastructure. 
We will keep fighting until it 
does.”

“Promises will not stop chol-
era’s killing or compensate for 
the damage to poor families in 
Haiti,” she said.

As well as representing vic-
tims, IJDH, in partnership with 

the Bureau des Avocats Inter-
nationaux (BAI) in Haiti, has 
spearheaded a global campaign 
calling on the UN for a just 
response, criticizing Ban Ki-
moon for a lack of decisive 
leadership on this issue which, 
it says, undermines the ethics 
of peacekeeping.

After years of denial and 
claims of immunity from the 
UN, the admission comes in 
the wake of new evidence, aris-
ing from an audit undertaken 
by the UN’s internal watchdog, 
the Office of Internal Over-
sight Services (OIOS). It shows 
that the Stabilization Mission 
in Haiti (MINUSTAH) has, as 
recently as 2015, been pour-
ing inadequately-treated sew-
age into canals, among other 
negligent practices.

Experts believe cholera was 
introduced to Haiti in 2010 
by peacekeepers from Nepal, 
when infected sewage leaked 
into the Arbonite River. The 
stabilization mission was part 
of efforts to help after the dev-
astating earthquake in Haiti 
in 2010, which killed 220,000 
people.

Latest studies suggest 30,000 
people have died from cholera 
in Haiti alone, and that over 2 
million have survived the dis-
ease, far exceeding more often-
quoted statistics of 9202 deaths 
and 754,735 people affected.

There have been numerous 
calls, within the United States, 
the United Nations, and in the 
international community, for 
the UN to take responsibility for 
its alleged negligence in allow-
ing Peacekeepers from Nepal 
carrying Cholera to bring it to 
Haiti where the disease was not 
previously endemic.

The issue has come up in 
the race to select the next sec-

retary-general of the United 
Nations. Certain candidates for 
the position of Secretary Gen-
eral had already made state-
ments in favour of issuing apol-
ogies to victims, reflecting a 
growing tide of opinion that 
the United Nations could not 
continue to leave this issue 
unaddressed.

“I believe the integrity of 
the United Nations… has 
actually been tarnished,” said 
Costa Rican candidate Chris-
tiana Figueres at the televised 
Al Jazeera debate on July 12. 
“I hope that I will have the 
chance to apologise to Haiti,” 
she later told IPS.

Young boys look for fi sh in a basin of polluted water in Del-
mas, a neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Aug. 
19, 2016. Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

UN admits it needs to do more after 
causing Haiti cholera epidemic
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By Nelson A. King
The Dominica mas band, Larry’s 

Place, is paying tribute to the native 
Carib Indians with “Waitukubuli” 
this Labor Day.

According to band leader Larry 
Balthazar, “Waitukubuli” is the Carib 
word for “tall is her body.” 

Dominica is the only island in the 
Eastern Caribbean with a large Carib 
reservation. 

Other islands, such as St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, have Carib or 
indigenous settlements, but they are 
not considered “reservation” per se.

Most of the descendants of the 
Garifuna, or Black Caribs, in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, reside along 
the north eastern coast of the main-
land – above the Rabacca Dry River. 

“Waitukubuli” is also one of the 
sections in Larry’s Place. 

We visited the mas camp last week, 
at 282 E, 40th St., between Snyder 
and Church avenues in East Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, and took photos of poten-
tial masqueraders ready to strut their 
stuff, while representing the largest 
of the Windward Islands — Dominica 
— on the Parkway.  

Here is just a sample. Balthazar 
can be reached at (917) 865-6393. 

By Tequila Minsky
Nadia Dieudonné and Cynthia Kara-

ha are cultural sisters, a complementary 
duo heart and soul of the dance troupe 
Feet of Rhythm (F.O.R.) kids who will 
represent the Haitian community in 
the annual West Indian Day Junior Car-
nival Parade. And, the troupe is the only 
all-Haitian children’s group participat-
ing in it. Dieudonné is the artistic direc-
tor, choreographer and dance teacher 
and Karaha is the troupe’s co-director, 
manager and visual director.

Feet of Rhythm was founded in 1995, 
but it was 2001 when the children 
began to participate in children’s car-
nival parade. The two founders perse-
vere in recruiting dancers, providing 
dance lessons for their choreography 
and design the unusual parade cos-
tumes for the F.O.R. kids who dance the 
entire route. 

This year’s “Zopope” (puppets / dolls) 
theme is a creative departure from past 
years’ traditional themes. “Our costumes 
are meant to look like dolls, and the 
movements for our performance mimic 
dolls, almost puppet-like,” says Karaha. 

There are four thematic sections: 
Tipope (little dolls), Kongo (wind-up 
dolls), Rara puppets (for ages 13-17) and 
Majonjon for boys.

“Forty children have signed up, but 
there is still time and room for plenty 
more,” says Dieudonné who has been 
dancing and  teaching dance for years. 
After her 2000 choreography collabora-
tion with the Trinidadian mas camp 
Cage Productions, she decided to team 
up with Karaha for a Haitian children’s 
presence in the Junior Carnival. 

Designer of the troupe’s costumes, 
Karaha has been designing clothes 
since she was a child in Haiti. Four 
seamstresses from the Haitian com-
munity start sewing at the beginning of 
the summer to complete the designs. To 

control costs, volunteers help the direc-
tors to add embellishments such as the 
headpieces. “And my mom Jeanne Dieu-
donne helps a lot with sewing and other 
production needs,”  says Dieudonné.

“Our costumes are $125-$150, more 
reasonable than a number of other 
groups. It would be great if we had 
financial support so that we could 
include more children who financially 
can’t participate.” Dieudonné adds, “We 
even have a Feet of Rhythm Go Fund 
Me link.” Karaha muses, “I love what 
I’m doing and my dream is to have more 
than 100 kids.”

Children take up to 10 classes, this 
year at Fit4Dance on Utica, to learn the 
steps, and equally as important, to get 
to know each other. “By parade time, 
they feel confident, know their rou-
tines and have made friends,” the dance 
teacher observes.

As for the greatest joy? “It’s the 
smiles on the children when they’re in 
their make-up and costumes,” beams 
Dieudonné. “They’re filled with such 
pride, strutting down the street, so 
happy to be participating in something 
just for them.”

Karaha adds, “On that day they’re 
announcing to the world their cul-
tural heritage and they’re celebrating 
being Haitian. At the end of the parade, 
they’ve been transformed by pride.” 

There is still time to register children 
2-16 years old with the Haitian theme: 
“ZOPOPE” (puppets/dolls). For work-
shop and costume purchase, call Nadia 
646-283-8775 and for volunteer spon-
sorship, in-kind or individual donations 
call Cynthia 917-972-9197.

Cultural creative sisters, dancer Nadia Dieudonné and designer Cynthia Karaha teamed together in 2001 for Feet 
of Rhythm’s participation in the West Indian Junior Carnival Parade. 

Photo by Tequila Minsky

Jelani Herry 
p o r t r a y s 
“ P l u s h 
Green Flo-
ra.” Photo by 

Nelson A. King

Kongo (wind-up doll) costume for 
children ages 8-12. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Natalia Ponce displays the Domi-
nica fl ag while portraying “Waitu-
kubuli.”

Photo by Nelson A. King

Tribute to 
Carib 

Indians

Haiti’s Feet of Rhythm Puppet 
and Doll theme masqueraders



Caribbean Life, August 26-Sept. 1, 2016 19  B

Kings Plaza Shopping Center  
718-253-0700 | SterlingOptical.com

Any Frame

*With lens purchase.

50%
off*

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.
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Gentle And Effective Treatment!
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St. Marks 
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A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
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St. Marks Painless Dental
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finance the upgrading and expansion of 
existing hotels and restaurants.

The interest rate for such loans 
stands at three percent with a grace 
period of one year.

The government also said that the 
EC$10 million loan facility being made 
available to farmers primarily to address 
their need for working capital, will also 
allow them access to capital for invest-
ment in facilities.

Guyana
The Guyana government said it would 

repay the National Insurance Scheme 
(NIS) an estimated Guy$6.6 billion it 
lost as a result of the collapse of the 
Trinidad-based Colonial Life Insurance 
Company (CLICO) in 2009.

Finance Minister Winston Jordan 
told a news conference that Cabinet 
had agreed to the pay-out through non-
negotiable government 
debenture certificates 
over a 20-year-period at 
a fix interest rate of 1.5 
percent on the principal 
sum of Guy$4.8 billion.

He said the possibility of NIS recoup-
ing the money that was owed by CLICO 
was highly unlikely.

Jordan said NIS and its beneficiaries 
were suffering as a consequence and 
reminded the public of a 2009 Parlia-
mentary resolution which had urged 
the government to do what it must to 
get back the money.

Payments are expected to begin in 
January 2017 and by the year 2027, 
calculations will show that the NIS will 
receive a total of Guy$5.651 billion.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government says more 

than 250,000 workers will benefit from 
the first phase in the income tax thresh-
old.

Finance Minister Audley Shaw is 
encouraging Jamaicans to spend the 
money responsibly.

He told the House 
of Representatives that 
the estimated 251,800 
pay as you earn (PAYE) 
workers have benefit-
ted from the increase in the personal 
income tax threshold from $592,800 to 
Ja$1,000,272, which took effect on July 
1, this year.

The government said the second 
phase takes effect on April 1, 2017 and 
will see the personal income tax thresh-
old moving to JA$1,500,096.

Shaw said this phase of the tax reform 
plan is a signal to the Jamaican people 
that the Andrew Holness government, 
which came into power last February 
promising tax cuts, wants to put more 
money into their pockets while expect-

ing, in return, higher levels of personal 
productivity at their workplace.

St. Vincent
Veteran diplomat, Ambassador 

Ellsworth John has been appointed St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Ambassa-
dor to Cuba.

The announcement was made by 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sir Louis 
Straker, who said John, the island’s 
second ambassador to the United States 
will replace Dexter Rose, who served in 
Havana for the past 11 
years.

John previously 
served as the Ambas-
sador to the Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM), is also a 
former ambassador to the Organization 
of American States (OAS) and head of 
the Regional Integration and Diaspora 
Unit.

John will take up his new assign-
ment with immediate effect.

Other appointments announced were 
that of Howie Prince replacing Selman 
Waters, the consul general in New York, 
while Chief Education Officer, Lou-Ann 
Gilchrist will become the island’s new 
ambassador to the United States.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia National Trust (SLNT) 

has expressed concern over the decision 
of the authorities to include the Manko-
te Mangrove within the 
boundaries of the multi-
million dollar “Pearl of 
the Caribbean” project 
with the High Kong-
based Desert Star Holdings (DSH).

Recently the Allan Chastanet admin-
istration in a statement indicated to 
have been alerted “to many comments, 
queries and concerns expressed views 
that have been circulating in the media 
since the July 29 announcement of 
the proposed US$2.6 billion integrated 
project.”

In its statement, the SLNT said it 
had taken note of the agreement for 
the major development labeled as “The 
Pearl of the Caribbean,” in Vieux Fort, 
south of the capital Castries.

It said it has received several enquir-
ies from diverse interests, including 
“from our members, on its views on 
the project, given both its scope and 
location, which encompass one of the 
most diverse and archaeologically and 
resource- rich areas of St. Lucia.”

The SLNT is promising to engage the 
public and private sector “to gain fur-
ther insights into its scope and poten-
tial economic, social and environmen-
tal impacts.” The government said that 
it welcomes any questions and scrutiny 
over the project.

-Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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By Tangerine Clarke
Last Thursday, Aug. 18, was a day 

of fun and games in Canarsie Park, 
Brooklyn, for summer campers who 
took full advantage of the hot tempera-
ture, entertainment by Tropical Fete 
stilt dancers, costume making, a Fire 
Department NY Firehouse demonstra-
tion and NYPD ID fingerprinting.

Thanks to Senator Roxanne J. Per-
saud of the 19th Senatorial District, 
hundreds of youths enjoyed games of 
chess and Jenga on large tables in the 
park, as well as music and backpacks 
giveaways during a Family Fun Day 
in partnership with the Parks Depart-
ment, Metro Plus, Brookdale Hospital, 
and Millennium.

Persaud said she had just as much 
fun as the children who came from 
summer camps across the borough, 
bringing along their parents.

After a game of draughts with the 
youths, the politician was back on the 
campaign trail fighting to keep her 
seat, and to advocate for programs 
for youth, the elderly and the com-
munity.

Senator Persaud, who calls herself 

a hardworking politician, won the seat 
vacated by Senator John Sampson dur-
ing a mid-term election in November 
last year, and is campaigning for a full-
term to represent residents of Browns-
ville, East New York, Canaries Starette 
city, Bergen Beach, Georgetown, Marine 
Park, Sheepshead Bay and Canarsie.

Guyanese-born Persaud whose bill 
to give financial literacy services to the 
elderly, signed into law by Governor 
Andrew Cuomo last month, will press 
the governor to convert abandon build-
ings into community centers to expand 
after school programs.

Her aggressive agenda also seeks 
funding to provide healthy living for the 
elderly as she moves to make communi-
ties safe in the New York City Housing 
Authority (NYCHA) program in many 
parts of her 19th Senatorial district.

Acknowledging continued problems 
between tenants and landlord, Senator 
Persaud will strive for equal legislation 
for both sides.

A former Assemblywoman, and long-
standing politician who served as presi-
dent of the 69th Precinct Community 
Council in Canarsie, member of Com-

munity Board 18, and commissioner 
on the New York City Districting Com-
mission, Senator Persaud said she is 
committed to improving all communi-
ties and plans to fight for Sandy Flood 
victims who are still displaced.

The candidate who is expected to 
have an uphill battle with a female 
opponent with whom she worked for 
20 years is not worried, because at the 
end of the election process, she said, 
only one person could be senator, and 
she hopes the other candidate would be 

committed to working together for the 
betterment of the community.

“Let us come together and not be 
enemies,” she said.

The politician encouraged everyone 
to come out and vote on Sept. 13 and 
reminded the Caribbean community 
that it was important to get involved, 
especially for their children.

“If you are not concerned for your-
self, get involved and help to build your 
community so that your children could 
benefit,” added senator Persaud.

Senator Roxanne Persaud (right) takes time out to observe a game of 
draughts in Canarsie Park, Brooklyn.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Family Fun Day at 
Canarsie Park

Sinai Diagnostics is now offering 
non-surgical uterine Fibroid 
treatment. Outpatient UFE 
procedures are performed in the 
office, with minimal recovery time. 
Contact us for a consultation and 
let us help you be the best you 
can be. Don’t let chronic pelvic 

pain and anemia rule your life, 
take charge of your future. Our 
procedures do not require general 
anesthesia. Our board certified 
physicians are awaiting your 
phone call. Procedures are now 
covered by most insurance plans, 
including medicaid.
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By Alexandra Simon
He takes a stand against gun violence 

– by opening death’s door.
Brookdale Hospital launched a 

scare tactic program to teach Brook-
lyn’s at-risk youth some deadly lessons 
about guns. The brainchild of the pro-
gram titled “It Starts Here,” is Khari 
Edwards, head of the hospital’s external 
affairs. After Edwards’ son almost had 
a run-in with some armed robbers, 
he was inspired by Temple University’s 
program called “Cradle to the Grave,” 
which shows students the effects of gun 
violence. Inspired by that and wanting 
to take it a notch further, he decided to 
create a similar program with a much 
grimmer reality.

“We really put them on the other side 
of the glass behind a real body,” said 
Edwards. “The value of life has been 
lost, so we’re trying regain that value of 
life a little.”

Edwards recalls starting the program 
after witnessing a large amount of cash 
being found on a victim of gun violence, 
saying the experience opened his eyes 
to the life young men are choosing.

“Young men, especially in our com-
munities are not looking at tomorrow 
— they’re looking at right now,” said 
Edwards. “We want to show what gang 
violence does to the body and how hard 
it is to save a life.”

“It Starts Here,” relies on shock 
value to get across its point. Organiz-
ers get students from various schools 

across Brooklyn to an auditorium and 
show them actual videos of gun vio-
lence victims recording themselves, 
and suddenly getting shot. Edwards 
believes showing young kids victims 
getting shot doing things they could 
easily find themselves doing to the 
victims.

“We use shock value of bullets fly-
ing,” said Edwards. “Once you get the 
reality of it, and we tell them ‘we don’t 
want you here at all.’ This is permanent 
– we don’t want you on this side of the 
glass.”

Brookdale’s morgue receives about 
225 gun victims a year — higher than 
any other hospital in Brooklyn accord-
ing to Edwards. Many victims are teens 
and young adults, which Edwards 
believes is more effective than prison 
visits, because a dead body makes a big-
ger statement.

“You cannot get a conversation from 
a dead body,” said Edwards. “And that’s 
part of where I think the moral apti-
tude of these kids come out. You can’t 
mimic that feeling — you scare your-
self into that feeling.” 

Edwards hopes to get the attention 
of other hospitals and local community 
groups to show teens the consequences 
of gun violence.

“As long as I’m here I believe it’s 
going to go on,” said Edwards. “I don’t 
have any ownership, over it. I would 
like to see similar programs adopted by 
other hospitals.”

The youth’s champion: Khari Edwards, Brookdale Hospitals external affairs 
head, created “It Starts Here,” to show youth the consequences of gun vio-
lence by giving them tours of the hospital’s morgue. 
 Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

Youth get deadly lessons about guns
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 

better. And choosing the venue for your 

special occasions gets easier and easier, 

thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 
(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 

718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 

having the total attention and expertise of the staff 

focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 

discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 

hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 

ballroom, management recently spared no expense 

when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-

by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 

now done up with marble and granite accents for a 

look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 

the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-

est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 

a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 

and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 

yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 

Here, they accept only a single function at any one 

time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 

two or three or even more affairs. When you book 

Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 

person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 

assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 

the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-

ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 

directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 

Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-

ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 

their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-

mendations and on the special days yet to come 

in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 

will do everything in their power to be certain that 

the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-

ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 

staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 

success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-

timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 

to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 

central chandelier that will take your breath away. 

It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 

up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 

accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 

expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 

large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 

up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 

world of environments, which also includes an in-

timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 

water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 

wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 

can. And they proved that when they totally reno-

vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 

this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 

or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-

tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 

a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 

full-time professionals who know their business; 

not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 

world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-

books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 

added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 

Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 

on the premises to assure the highest in quality 

control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-

lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 

available during the weekdays for all types of social 

meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 

Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BACK TO SCHOOL

T he fi rst day of school can 
create butterfl ies in the 
stomachs of parents and 

children alike. However, fol-
lowing a few tips can alleviate 
feelings of nervousness.

August and September are 
prime months for the return 
to school. Whether this is a 
child’s fi rst time entering the 
classroom, or he has done the 
back-to-school thing multiple 
times, it’s not uncommon for 
feelings of anxiety to arise.

There are expectations and 
unknowns with each and ev-
ery school year for both stu-
dents and their parents. Pivotal 
years — such as kindergar-

ten, sixth grade for middle-
schoolers, freshman year of 
high school, or the start of col-
lege — can create added levels 
of jitters because these years 
mark entry to a new school or 
new routine. But keeping a few 
pointers in mind can alleviate 
some of the fears:

Keep a routine
It is important for parents 

and students to get back into 
the school swing of things a 
few weeks prior to the fi rst day 
of school. Start setting alarm 
clocks for the hour at which 
kids will have to wake up, and 
get them in the habit of rising 

from bed and starting the day. 
Try to schedule something 

to do each day that will be the 
inspiration for getting moving, 
such as school supply shop-
ping. Take the carpool route 
to school, or fi nd out where 
the school bus stop may be. 
These practice sessions will 
enable your family to decide 
how much time is needed to 
get ready in the morning and 
make changes accordingly.

Mention school 
frequently

Begin talking about school 
and what is necessary to pre-
pare. Be sure to talk about 

the more enjoyable aspects of 
school, such as seeing friends, 
participating in extracurric-
ular activities, and even the 
change of scenery school pro-
vides. 

Mention the things your 
child may expect. Hearing 
about school frequently can 
reduce feelings of anxiety.

Visit the school
If this is your child’s fi rst 

time entering the school, you 
can take advantage of orienta-
tion days for new students, or 
schedule an individual visit to 
the school. 

A tour and a meeting with 

the principal will also assuage 
some fears of the unknown. 
This can also calm any ap-
prehension you may have, be-
cause you, too, will know the 
layout of the school, its poli-
cies, and who will be watching 
over your child. 

Don’t be nervous
Children often look to their 

parents for guidelines on how 
to behave. If you’re overly 
nervous or sad about the fi rst 
day of school, you could make 
your kid nervous, too. Put on a 
brave face and keep any anxi-
ety hidden until kids have left 
for school.

ALLEVIATING 
JITTERS ON
FIRST DAY
OF SCHOOL
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Celebrating Our
23 rd Year

New!

BACK TO SCHOOL

The dawn of a new school year is an 
exciting time. Kids may not want 
to say goodbye to days spent loung-

ing by the pool, but such disappoint-
ment is often tempered by the prospect 
of returning to school with friends.

For parents, getting kids ready for 
a new school year is about more than 
updating their wardrobe or organiz-
ing carpools with fellow parents. Reac-
climating kids to the routine of school 
after a relaxing summer is a signifi -
cant undertaking, and the following 
are a handful of ways for parents to get 
a head start as the school year draws 
closer:

Establish a routine 
over the last 
few weeks of summer

Summer vacations typically lack 
the structure of the school year, and 
that lack of structure can help kids 
unwind and make the most of the free-
dom that summer vacation provides. 
But as summer starts to wind down, 
parents can begin to reintroduce some 
structure into their kids’ lives to make 
the transition back to school go more 
smoothly. 

Plan morning activities so kids can 
readjust to waking up early each day. 
In addition, serve breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner at the same time you typ-
ically serve it during the school year 
so kids’ bodies can begin to readjust as 
well.

Take kids along 
when shopping 
for school supplies

If you plan to buy your child a new 
computer or other supplies for the up-
coming school year, take him or her 
along on your shopping trips. Kids 
who get to choose their supplies might 
be more excited about returning to 
school than those youngsters who are 

given what they need without offering 
their input.

Monitor or assign 
summer reading

Many students are given summer 
reading lists to keep their minds sharp 
over the summer and prepare them for 
upcoming coursework. Parents should 
monitor kids’ progress on such read-
ing lists and even discuss the books 
with their kids when possible. Read 
the books along with them if you think 
it will help engage them. 

If kids were not assigned summer 
reading lists at the end of the school 
year, assign your own books, reward-
ing kids when they fi nish a new book. 
Kids who read throughout the summer 
may be more likely to start the school 
year off on the right foot than those 
who don’t crack a book all summer.

Encourage kids 
to sign up for 
extracurricular activities

Many school-aged athletes get a 
head start on the new school year by 
trying out for sports teams. Such try-
outs often commence a week or two 
before a school year is scheduled to be-
gin, and this can help kids ease their 
way back into the school year. 

But even non-athletes can begin 
pursuing extracurricular activities 
before the fi rst school bell of the year 
rings. Theater programs may begin au-
ditions or encourage interested young-
sters to attend orientation meetings 
before the dawn of the school year, and 
such sessions can be a great and pres-
sure-free way for kids to ready them-
selves for a new school year.

The arrival of a new school year 
can be both exciting and daunting. But 
parents can help their youngsters re-
adjust to school in various ways after 
a relaxing summer.  

Tips to make the transition 
back to classroom easier

As a new school year draws nearer, parents can employ several strategies to help their kids 
readjust to the rigors of the classroom.
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THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

BACK TO SCHOOL

Millions of children will soon be 
heading back to the classroom. 
The return of school may elicit 

smiles from parents who have spent 
the entire summer trying to keep kids 
busy and out of trouble, but when kids 
start bringing home notices of head 
lice outbreaks, those wide grins may 
fade.

Head lice can strike just about any-
one anywhere, but it seems to prolif-
erate in close quarters, like those of 
a typical classroom. Children who 
keep backpacks and belongings beside 
other students’ items may unwittingly 
pick up lice and bring them home, 
where they can infect the child and 
other members of the family.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention says lice are parasitic 
insects that can be found on people’s 
heads and bodies. Lice feed on human 
blood. There are three types of lice 
that live on humans: head louse, body 
louse, and pubic “crab” louse. Only the 
body louse is known to spread disease.

Lice are wingless parasites that 
can only crawl to their host for feed-
ing. They cannot jump or fl y like fl eas. 
By and large, lice are relatively harm-
less creatures, though they can be 
a nuisance. Lice bites are known to 
cause irritation and infl ammation on 
the scalp. Persistent scratching may 
lead to infection. Lice do not signal 
that a person has bad hygiene, and a 
child who contracts lice should not be 
embarrassed. Lice are a common prob-
lem among students. 

Lice are small and grayish-white in 
appearance, and they are usually no 
larger than a sesame seed. They can 
move fast, so usually lice infestation 
is identifi ed by spotting the lice eggs, 

which are called nits. These look like 
tiny, yellow or tan dots before they 
hatch. Lice lay nits on the hair shaft 
close to the scalp. This is the ideal tem-
perature for keeping the eggs warm 
until they hatch. Many lice nymphs 
will feed on blood every day to grow 
into adult lice. However, a louse can 
survive up to two days off of the scalp. 
That means a person can “catch” lice 
from a hat or a piece of clothing if a 
louse climbed into the material. 

Treating head lice means ridding 
the head of all nits and adult lice. A 
special comb is used to capture the 
tiny eggs. This can be a painstak-
ing process, particularly for children 
with long hair. Topical insecticides in 
lotion and shampoo are used to kill the 
lice. However, these products may not 
penetrate the nits, so the topical solu-
tion may need to be applied several 
days later to kill any emerging lice. 

The best way to combat lice is 
to emphasize prevention. Children 
should not share combs, brushes, 
scarves, hats, or other clothing. They 
also should avoid close physical con-
tact with someone who has lice. 

Should a child get lice, he or she 
should stay home from school and the 
nurse should be notifi ed. Wash all ob-
jects that the child has used and laun-
der all clothes, towels, linens, and 
other items in hot water to kill any 
lice. Vacuum the home frequently to 
remove lice or fallen hairs with at-
tached nits from upholstered furni-
ture and rugs.

Back to school season reintroduces 
kids and their parents to lice. Parents 
and their kids can take certain preven-
tive measures to greatly reduce young-
sters’ risks of coming down with lice.  

Back to class means 
elevated risk of lice

Returning to school means keeping an eye open for head lice.
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Financial Assistance Available. 

CLASS IS IN SESSION

Brooklyn Locations:
Bedford-Stuyvesant YMCA
1121 Bedford Ave.
718.789.1497

Coney Island YMCA
2980 W. 29th St.
718.215.6900

FOR A VIRTUAL TOUR OF YOUR LOCAL Y 
AND A FREE ONE-DAY GUEST PASS VISIT 

WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/JOIN

Dodge YMCA
225 Atlantic Ave.
718.625.3136

Flatbush YMCA
1401 Flatbush Ave.
718.469.8100

Greenpoint YMCA
99 Meserole Ave.
718.389.3700

North Brooklyn YMCA
570 Jamaica Ave.
718.277.1600

JOIN THE Y! MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUTH, TEENS, ADULTS AND FAMILIES

A new school year means a fresh start for 
kids—a chance to start new routines and 
habits, build new friendships and discover 
new possibilities and interests. Back-to-
school is a fresh start for youth and the 
people who care for them. As children 
transition from Summer to Fall, the YMCA 
is offering programs to school-aged 
children and teens throughout Brooklyn 
to keep youth active, busy and engaged 
during out-of-school time. Through a ho-
listic approach to youth development, the 
Y’s programs offer activities in a caring 
and safe environment during the criti-
cal hours after school. Whether through 
sports, arts, mentorship, or academic 
support, the Y’s program staff nurtures 
the potential of youth throughout the 
school year. 

At the end of the day when the school 

bell rings, 11.3 million kids are head-
ed home to be unsupervised from 3 
to 6 p.m, according to the Afterschool 
��������	
�
�������
������
��������

advocacy organization. With a new 
school year about to begin, the YMCA 
encourages parents/caregivers to make 
sure that children are involved in safe, 
educational experiences after school 
hours. 

���
�
��
�
�������
�������
���������

to nurturing the potential of every child 
and teen, supporting their social-emo-
tional, cognitive and physical develop-
ment from birth to adulthood. 

In YMCA program’s youth enjoy:
• Sports 
• Swim
• Arts 

• Y Clubs
• Mentorship
����
�������
��������
• Character Development
• Social Competence 
• Personal Development
• Literacy
• Diversity and Cultural Awareness

Financial assistance is available 
to those in need, to ensure every 
child and teen has the opportunity 
to learn and grow at the Y.

To learn more about our programs, 
visit ymcanyc.org/programs. 

Park Slope Armory YMCA
361 15th St.
718.768.7100

Prospect Park YMCA
357 9th St.
212.912.2580

YOUTH PROGRAMMING AT THE Y 
IGNITES THE SPARK IN EVERY CHILD
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Midwood Catholic Academy
A School You Can Believe In!

Grades: Nursery (3) to 8th Grade

Registration now ongoing for Grades Nursery to 7
Call 718-377-1800 for Registration Details

BRING THIS AD & GET $50 OFF REGISTRATION FEE!!

Common Core Curriculum

Title I Program / Guidance Counselor

Aquinas Honor Program

Physical Education

Technology

Music

Band Grades 1-8

American Sign Language Grades 2-8

Weekly After School Clubs

Daily After School Program until 6:00 PM

Bus Transportation Grades K to 6

Free Breakfast Daily 7:30 AM

Department of ED Lunch Service

Air Conditioned Computer & Science Labs

Air Conditioned Classrooms Grades 6 to 8

Smart Boards in EVERY Classroom

Chromebook for all students in Grades 3, 4, & 5

IPads in Nursery to Kindergarten Classrooms

These days, it seems even the 
youngest children are using 

high-tech gadgets.
For students of the Midwood Catho-

lic Academy, it’s part of the curriculum.
Third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade stu-

dents at the school use Chrome books 
in the classroom. Nursery, pre-kinder-
garten, and kindergarten students use 
iPads. Every classroom has a Smart 
Board. These are the tools needed for 
education in the 21st century, and Mid-
wood Catholic Academy is making 
sure all of its students are ready for the 
challenge. 

Computer classes are part of that 
curriculum. The goal is to increase 
student knowledge and experience 
with digital media so students can 
work and communicate in a collabora-
tive and support environment. As re-
quired, the New York State Common 
Core curriculum is incorporated into 
all classes at the school.

The Academy also believes there’s 
a lot more to learn than technology 
and core subjects. Children are taught 
moral values, so they love, accept, and 
respect others. This is a Roman Catho-
lic school, and religious instruction is 
evident throughout the day. Prayers 
are said every morning over the pub-
lic address system, and students attend 

mass at nearby St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church every Wednesday morning. 

“In a world where negative val-
ues seem to be reinforced, Midwood 
Catholic Academy clearly teaches its 
students the meaning of honesty, re-
spect, and caring,” says Principal El-
ena Heimbach. 

Preparing children to be good Catho-
lics is a large part of the school’s identity. 

“These morals and values will take 
them through adulthood,” she says. 

At the same time, “Promoting an 
atmosphere of true learning is one of 
Midwood Catholic Academy’s deepest 
concerns.”

Music is taught to everyone, and 
children in grades first through eighth 
are encouraged to join the school band. 
They get to show off their abilities at 
two performances each year. Interest-
ingly, sign language is also taught, pro-
viding students with insight into this 
communication skill. 

Physical education is an integral 
part of the elementary school curricu-
lum, contributing to each child’s physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual well-being, 
says Heimbach. 

Midwood Catholic Academy [1501 
Hendrickson St. between Avenue P and 
Flatlands in Midwood, (718) 377–1800, 
www.MidwoodCatholicAcademy.org.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      

St. Gregory The Great Catholic Academy

So much more than a school...

 Academic Excellence – Preparing 
students for college and careers

Classes

Preparing Students to be Prepared for the Future

St. Gregory Catholic Academy, a Pre-K through Eighth grade community of 
faith and learning, partners with parents and collaborates with the constituent 
faith communities: Saint Matthew, Saint Gregory the Great, Our Lady of Char-
ity, Holy Cross and Holy Innocents to address the needs of the whole child – 
academically, spiritually, morally, emotionally, physically and socially – within a 
safe nurturing environment entrusted to caring faculty and staff that embraces 
the Catholic faith its traditions, values and rituals.

2520 Church Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226
 718-774-3330  www.stgregorybrooklyn.org

Saint Gregory the Great Academy
Be Prepared to be Prepared

Saint Gregory the Great 
Academy evolved from St. 
Gregory the Great Elemen-
tary School, established 1912 in 
Crown Heights Brooklyn. For 
over a century it has adhered 
to its mission of fostering spiri-
tual, intellectual, emotional and 
social growth and guiding the 
moral development of all its stu-
dents. Its alumni can be found 
at the highest levels of national, 
state and local government and 
among professionals in the aca-
demic, scientific, medical, legal, 
religious and creative arenas.

The school, located at 2520 
Church Ave, in Flatbush, 
Brooklyn serves the parishes of 
Holy Cross, Holy Innocents and 
St. Matthew, which includes the 
faith communities of St. Greg-
ory the Great and Our Lady of 
Charity. 

The academy helps its stu-
dents develop self-reliance and 
appreciate their self-worth as 
children of God. Students learn 
to choose values and develop in-
terpersonal relationships con-
sistent with their knowledge of 
Christian life. Staff provides 
the nurturing environment and 
a solid academic foundation for 
all students

The school offers a host of af-
ter-school programs and activi-
ties and receives much support 
in all endeavors from an active 
and vibrant parent association. 
Opportunities for need-based 
scholarships and reduced tu-
ition exist. 

For more information please 
visit our website at www.stgreg-
orybrooklyn.org or call us at 
(718) 774-3330.
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“Education cannot be neutral. It is 
either positive or negative, either in 
enriches or it impoverishes; it either 
enables a person to grow or it lessens, 
even corrupts him. The mission of 
Catholic schools and Catholic educa-
tion is to develop a sense of truth, if 
what is good and beautiful. And this 
occurs through a rich path made up of 
many ingredients. That is why there 
are some many subjects — because de-
velopment is the results of different 
elements that act together and stimu-
late intelligence, knowledge, the emo-
tions, the body and so on.” 

 — Pope Francis, May 10, 2014.
During the visit of Pope Francis 

to Our Lady Queen of Angels in East 
Harlem, Pope Francis said: “School 
then ends up being one big family. A 
family, where together with our moth-
ers and fathers, our grandparents, our 
teachers and friends, we learn to help 
one another, to share our good quali-
ties, to give the best of ourselves, to 
work as a team, for that is very impor-
tant, and to pursue our dreams.”

Here within the Brooklyn Diocese, 
we are blessed to have Catholic parish 
schools and academies that exemplify 
these characteristics by providing 
students with a quality Catholic edu-
cation. Essential to this are the follow-
ing: sustaining the mission of Catho-
lic education; the essence of providing 
students with the necessary skills to 
be successful in the future (academic 
excellence); dedicated administra-
tions, faculty, and staff; and recogniz-
ing that Catholic education is an es-
sential part of the Church’s mission.

The mission of Catholic education 
and our faith is paramount. Our par-
ish schools/academies are places of 
evangelization, of complete formation 
and of service to others. Faith and 
morals go hand-in-hand and our Cath-
olic parish schools/academies work 
to ensure that everyone who enters is 
treated with respect and that the val-
ues and virtues of the Gospel message 
are part of the fabric of the school.

When you talk to pastors, parish 
priests, school principals, academy di-
rectors and teachers, you always hear 
about the religious experiences stu-
dents have throughout the year. The 
presence of our pastors and parish 
priests in the schools/academies help 
to further develop the important rela-
tionship between parish and school/
academy, which is a vital aspect of the 
community.

Catholic parish schools and acad-

emies are charged with infusing their 
curriculum with Catholic identity 
while striving for academic excel-
lence. It is not Catholic identity or aca-
demic excellence — it is “both and” — 
they are equally important. Academic 
excellence and a strong Catholic iden-
tity are crucial to the success of our 
parish schools/academies and more 
importantly to the success of our stu-
dents in a world that is continually 
changing. Key to this success is that 
our students are being provided with a 
well-rounded academic program that 
allows them to develop their critical 
thinking skills and apply what they 
have learned to real-life situations.

The curriculum involves the core 
academic subjects of math, English 
language arts, social studies, science, 
physical education, as well as music, 
the arts, and languages other than 
English. Central to the curriculum 
is the use of 21st-century technology 
within the classroom setting and al-
lowing students to develop skills that 
will prepare them for college and ca-
reers in the 21st century. A major part 
of helping our students succeed is the 
linkage that exists between parents, 
their parishes, and the hard work 
and dedication of the teachers and ad-

ministrators in our schools and acad-
emies. Catholic education is truly ho-
listic — education that addresses the 
needs of body, mind, and soul.

Educational growth is not limited 
to our students. Each year, principals 
and teachers in our Catholic parish 
schools/academies participate in nu-
merous professional development op-
portunities, sponsored not only by the 
Diocese of Brooklyn but also by other 
city, state, and national agencies. We 
must recognize the efforts put forth by 
the teachers to provide students with 
quality Catholic education. Principals 
work tirelessly with their teachers to 
maintain and enhance the quality of 
Catholic education offered to the stu-
dents. Each year, new programs are 
added, and new learning opportuni-
ties are offered. Principals and teach-
ers also work with parents, the pri-
mary educators, to prepare students 
for the challenges of the future.

Through their many sacrifi ces, our 
parents are essential to the success of 
Catholic education within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. As partners in Catholic 
education, parents are encouraged 
to participate in the life of the par-
ish school/academy. Involvement in 
the Home School Association and the 

Home Academy Association is just 
one way to participate. Parents are 
also partners in the education of their 
children. Through parental support 
of their children and guiding their 
children to be successful, the future 
of our city, state, nation, and Catholic 
church will be guaranteed.

Our students are our future. As we 
begin this new academic year, let us 
not forget them as they too will work 
hard to be successful. Let us pray for 
their success this year and remember 
each day that they are our future and 
they need our support and guidance.

Catholic schools are an impor-
tant part of not only the Diocese of 
Brooklyn but also of the entire church 
within the United States. We have 
many challenges but need to work 
together to make our Catholic par-
ish schools and academies vital, via-
ble, excellent, and enduring. We have 
much to offer in our Catholic parish 
schools/academies, and it is through 
the dedication, hard work, and untir-
ing efforts of parish priests, princi-
pals, the directors of the academies, 
teachers, staff, parishioners, parents, 
and students that we continue to keep 
Catholic education at the forefront of 
all that we do.

FAITH IN CLASS
Keeping Catholic schools excellent
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St. Edmund Elementary School 
1902 Avenue T   Brooklyn, NY 11229 

Preparing our students spiritually, academically, socially 
and emotionally to successfully greet the future 

Nursery to 8th Grade 
For�registration information or to schedule a tour,  

please call 718-648-9229

nnnnnddddddddddddd Elementarrrrrryyyyyyy

Your child is cordially invited 
 to join our vibrant 
 school community!� 

SCHOOL YEAR 2016–2017
Advanced Math, Science, Writing, Reading, Social Studies,  

Music, Technology, Sports
Our graduates are accepted to all the best Catholic, Private & Specialized High Schools

NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

The 8th grade class of 
Sacred Heart Catholic 

Academy received scholar-
ships from the most presti-
gious high schools in New 
York including the Mary 
Louis Academy, Christ the 
King HS, St. John’s Prep, 
Cathedral Prep, Holy Cross, 
Bishop Loughlin Memorial 
HS, Cristo Rey NY HS, and 
St. Francis Prep HS.

“We’re very grateful to 
have a school of this cali-
ber in Southeast Queens,” 
said Marie Faustin whose 
daughter was accepted at St 
Francis Prep, “Sacred Heart Acad-
emy and the Catholic high schools 
have a graduation rate of 99 percent 
compared to 41 percent of the public 
schools.”

The school has a reputation for its 
religious education, solid academic 
curriculum, strong discipline, and 
a safe family environment. “In ad-
dition to a challenging course load, 
our students learn integrity, the love 

of service, sharing, and mutual re-
spect,” said Mrs  Smith, principal of 
the academy.

Sacred Heart Catholic Academy 
is a unique Catholic elementary 
schools in Southeast Queens which 
accepts students from Pre-K3 to 8th  
grade. The school is open from 7am 
to 6:30pm. Grants are available for 
qualified families. For information 
please call (718) 527–0123.

Graduates earn prestigious scholarships
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David Peña, a member of 
Xaverian’s class of 2016, 

was named a recipient of 
the prestigious Smart Start 
Scholarship, awarded by JP-
Morgan Chase to the top aca-
demic students in New York 
City. 

The award carries with 
it a full tuition scholarship, 
a stipend for books and sup-
plies, and a paid internship at 
JPMorgan Chase.

Planning to major in Inter-
national Business/Interna-
tional Relations, David was 
been accepted and awarded 
scholarships to Georgetown 
University, Colgate Univer-
sity, Fordham University, 
Claremont McKenna Col-
lege, and Franklin & Mar-
shall College.  He will begin 
at New York University this 
month. 

During his time at Xaver-
ian, David was a member of 
the soccer team, Clipper So-
ciety, Mock Trial, and Music 
at Xaverian. 

He was deeply involved 

in Campus Ministry service 
initiatives and retreats, as 
well as the Dramatics Soci-
ety and the school’s Belgium 
Exchange Program.

Reflecting on the impact 
that Xaverian had on his life, 
David said, “I have the deep-
est gratitude to the teachers 
who educated me and taught 
me to become a better man. 
They motivated and inspired 
me to reach for the dreams 
that are now my reality.  
Xaverian has also played a 
huge role in the development 
of my faith, as I was always 
encouraged to trust in God’s 
plan for me. I truly believe 
that God will work through 
me by developing my gifts so 
I can do my part to better the 
world.”

Located in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn, Xaverian is a pri-
vate, co-educational, Cath-
olic, college preparatory 
school for grades 6-12. 

Established in 1957, it is 
one of thirteen schools na-

tionwide sponsored by the 
Xaverian Brothers. 

One of New York City’s 
leading schools for over 55 
years, we educate nearly 
1,200 students each year. 
Xaverian has graduated a 
network of over 15,000 suc-
cessful and responsible Cath-
olic alumni, educated in the 
longstanding tradition of the 
Xaverian Brothers. 

True to that tradition, we 
give our students the oppor-
tunity to grow in their faith, 
intellect, leadership skills, 
musical passions, athletic 
talents, and much more.

David Peña ’16 Wins Prestigious Smart Start Scholarship
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Leading Young Men into Manhood – Now and Always
For over 60 years, 
Holy Cross High School 

has been committed to educating 
the minds and hearts of young 

men. It has been quite the 
journey for us to grow and 
learn with our students and 
we are proud to continue 

moving forward  in a 
fun, engaging, 

and positive 
direction!

Holy 
Cross 
High School 
has enhanced core 
teaching and learning 
programs, technology, 
and added even more 
extracurricular clubs and 
organizations to our already 
robust activity list. Additionally, 
we boast our two successful 
parent groups, the Fathers’  
Club and Women’s Guild,  
which facilitate parental 
involvement, school donations, 
and an array of popular events 
throughout the school year.
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Holy Cross 
is home 

of student champion, 
Nicholas Simone, 

who won this year’s 
Chemical Education 

Committee’s 21st Annual 
Research Poster Session 

Award for New York, as well as 
home to a great deal of college 
and professional athletes, top 

business executives, 
and researchers.

During this Year of Mercy, 
we plan to do more 

than ever for 
our community 

and hope you and 
your family will 

join our winning team!

To have your son 
become a  
Knight for a Day 
visit our website, 
choose the Admissions 
tab, and click the left-
sided option entitled Tours, 
Visits, and Knight for a Day.

To view all of the wonderful Holy Cross Happenings, 
visit us on the web at: www.HolyCrossHS.org.

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard,  
Flushing, New York, 11358

Welcome to the 2016-17 
School  Year!

HOLY CROSS  
HIGH SCHOOL 

we’re all-boys, mission-driven, at all times
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 08/26/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995
‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED CARS

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#23408

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#25736

$15,995 $15,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,995

$38,950
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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“Writings on the Wall: Searching 
for a New Equality Beyond Black and 
White” by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and 
Raymond Obstfeld

c.2016, Liberty Street Books 
$27.95 / $33.95 Canada
256 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The fix won’t be quick.
It never is. There’s no magic wand 

to change the things that’ve been 
on your mind lately: social issues, 
inequality, poverty, politics, apathy, 
violence. Those ills didn’t arrive 
quick and they won’t leave quick 
but, says Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, they 
can be repaired. In his new book 
“Writings on the Wall” (with Ray-
mond Obstfeld), he explains…

When people ask Abdul-Jabbar 
what he might’ve become, had he not 
played NBA basketball, his answer 
often surprises them: he would’ve 
been a history teacher. History fas-
cinates him — especially in the way 
it reflects racism, religious intoler-
ance, and gender issues. In history, 
as in current events, the truth is 
sometimes bent.

Take, for instance, politics, which 
is on everyone’s mind. We rail and 
complain about issues and promises 
broken and we like to think it’s all 
out of our hands. The truth is that 
we are the problem: we grow com-
placent about things we don’t want, 
acting “like children when it comes 
to politics” and hoping the govern-
ment will “take care of us,” rather 
than taking steps to fix the system 
ourselves.

White people may deny that rac-
ism exists, says Abdul-Jabbar, while 
Black people know that it does. Rac-
ism didn’t stop with the election of 
the nation’s first Black president. It 
doesn’t end with melting-pot cultur-
al appropriation. It actually comes 
in two forms, he says, and education 
is the first step in dealing with it, 
not eliminating it, because racism 
is always going to be around.

On religion, we should never lose 
sight of the fact that this “country 
was founded by religious outcasts 
running for their lives from per-
secution for their beliefs.” When it 
comes to equality for women, we 
must embrace the true meaning of 
“feminist” and adhere to what we 
tell pollsters when it comes to gen-
der. We need to look at the media 
and how to maximize its potential, 
and we must take better care of our 

seniors.
“We cannot afford to just wring 

out hands and depend on the kind-
ness of strangers,” Abdul-Jab-
bar says. “We have to bring about 
change on our own.”

Remember when your grade 
school teacher told you to put on 
your thinking cap? You’ll need it 
again as you’re reading “Writings 
on the Wall.”

Authors Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and 
Raymond Obstfeld don’t just exam-
ine issues that are on the minds of 
every American. They turn them 
over and blow them apart, looking 
for solutions that can be accom-
plished and chiding us gently for 
not already working. That makes for 
a thought-demanding, intellectu-
ally heavy book but it’s also a wor-
thy call to action; you may also be 
delighted to see that Abdul-Jabbar 
doesn’t miss a chance to add a touch 
of the personal here, which includes 
quietly unexpected humor.

Readers with the right mindset 
will find this book to be informative 
and entertaining but be prepared to 
take your time to get the most from 
it. There aren’t a lot of pages inside 
“Writings on the Wall,” but what’s 
here is deep and wide and nowhere 
near quick.

Book cover of “Writings on the Wall: 
Searching for a New Equality Be-
yond Black and White” by Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obst-
feld.

A worthy call to 
action in ‘Writings 

on the Wall’

When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s
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Freshen Up Now For Fall
Interiors • Exteriors • Fences-Wrought Iron • Decks 

Clean Outs • Specialty Effects • Handyman
Color Consultations • Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 718.473.6587  offi ce 718.442.45284601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving
Brooklyn Over

60 Years
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Call (718)-368-5050 to register.

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY
Office of Continuing Education
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.kbcc.cuny.edu

Registration begins August 6, 2016

Visit us online at:
http://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/continuinged/

CAREER ADVANCEMENT

HEALTHCARE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

 

DREAMS BEGIN HERE

718-732-0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

For Info: AuctionAdvisors.com

Bankruptcy Auctions! 3 Brooklyn Properties

SEPT. 20 
ON-SITE

320 Court Street @ 12PM

In Re: Ch. 11 Case No. 15-43122 (CEC), Brooklyn Renaissance, LLC. 
US Bankruptcy Crt for the ED of NY

300 Van Brundt @ 10AM 
Mixed-Use 5-Story Bldg in Heart 

of Red Hook. Renovations 
Commenced but Never Completed.

Mixed-Use 6,000±SF Corner Building in 
Carol Gardens. Fully Finished Restaurant 
��������	
����	����������������	����	��

555 & 557 Union Street @ 2PM
Two Attached 4-Family 

Walk-ups. Full Gut Rehab 
�������	�����������

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!
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P rostate cancer is a 
deadly disease that 
forms in the tissues of 

the prostate, a gland in the 
male reproductive system 
that is found below the blad-
der and in front of the rec-
tum. According to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society, prostate 
cancer is the most common 
cancer among Canadian men 
(excluding nonmelanoma 
skin cancers), while the Na-
tional Cancer Institute es-
timates that nearly 30,000 
American men will lose their 
lives to prostate cancer in 
2014, and roughly 15 percent 
of American men will be di-
agnosed with prostate cancer 
at some point in their life.

Despite its status as a po-
tentially deadly disease, pros-
tate cancer can be beaten. In 
fact, the NCI notes that the 
fi ve-year survival rate for 
men diagnosed with prostate 
cancer between 2004 and 2010 
was 98.9 percent, proving 
that a prostate cancer diag-
nosis is not a death sentence. 
Like many types of cancer, 
prostate cancer is most ef-
fectively treated when dis-
covered in its early stages. 

For example, the fi ve-year 
survival rate for patients di-
agnosed with localized pros-
tate cancer, which describes 
cancer that is found only in 
the part of the body where 
it started, between 2004 and 
2010 was 100 percent.

Men are often their own 
best friends when it comes to 
fi ghting prostate cancer. Men 
over 50 should speak to their 
physicians about routine 
prostate cancer screenings, 
which include the prostate-
specifi c antigen test or the 
digital rectal examination. 
Such screenings can help de-
tect prostate cancer early 
and dramatically improve a 
man’s prognosis. In addition 
to screenings, men can learn 
the signs and symptoms of 
prostate cancer to further im-
prove their chances of surviv-
ing a diagnosis.

Early signs of 
prostate cancer

Prostate cancer does not al-
ways show signs or symptoms 
in its early stages, and that’s 
because it tends to be slow-
growing. A sign of prostate 

cancer refers to something 
that a physician or healthcare 
professional can observe and 
recognize, while a symptom is 
something that only the per-
son experiencing it can feel. 
It’s important men recognize 
that certain symptoms associ-
ated with prostate cancer may 
be caused by other conditions 
and that the presence of these 
symptoms does not mean a 
man has prostate cancer. How-
ever, it’s equally important 
that men who notice symp-
toms associated with prostate 
cancer bring them to the at-
tention of their physicians im-
mediately.

Changes in bladder habits 
are among the most common 
symptoms of prostate cancer, 
and these symptoms tend to be 
early indicators of the disease. 
These changes may include a 
frequent need to urinate, es-
pecially at night; an intense 
need to urinate; diffi culty in 
starting or stopping the fl ow 
of urine; inability to urinate; 
weak and/or interrupted 
urine stream; and burning or 
pain during urination.

Blood in urine or semen 

Men who learn to recognize the signs and symptoms of prostate cancer can improve their chances of surviving 
a potential diagnosis. I naccurate results and 

less than fool-proof detec-
tion has lead many health 

professionals to eschew pros-
tate specifi c antigen tests as 
an indicator of prostate can-
cer. A draft recommendation 
from the U.S. government 
said tests should no longer be 
part of routine screening for 
men.

Why? According to the 
U.S. Preventative Services 
Task Force, evidence indi-
cates there is little, if any, 
reduction of prostate can-
cer-related deaths from 
the tests. Further research 
has indicated that tests ac-
tually may turn a man’s 
life upside down by unnec-
essary stress and surgery 
for false-positive readings. 
But there are proponents 
of the test that say it is still 
vital in early detection of 
prostate cancer and en-
ables men to get treatment 
earlier.

A prostate-specifi c an-
tigen test measures a pro-
tein in the blood, which has 
a tendency to spike when 
prostate cancer is present. 
People who support the test 
say that it is one of the best 
practices for male health 
screenings and that fatali-
ties have dropped 40 percent 
due to prostate cancer since 
these tests were introduced 
20 years ago.

Opponents say the tests 
often deliver fl awed results. 
This has frequently led to 
over treatment, stress and 
anxiety. Furthermore, the 
test may indicate cancer, or 

it could be detecting some-
thing much more benign, 
like an infection or recent 
sexual intercourse. Also, 
a positive test reading can 
require a biopsy that takes 
place through the rectum, 
which can lead to a number 
of uncomfortable side ef-
fects.

One of the biggest argu-
ments against tests is that 
they don’t really lower a 
man’s risk. Prostate cancer 
is a slow-growing cancer 
for many men, which may 
not actually impair a man’s 
health in his natural life-
time, especially since pros-
tate cancer is largely a dis-
ease of men in their 60s and 
older.

The American Cancer 
Society has not taken sides 
on the matter. The Cana-
dian Cancer Society has 
said that the test cannot 
diagnose cancer. If your 
tests are high, more tests 
are usually needed to de-
termine if you have pros-
tate cancer. They also say 
some types of prostate can-
cer grow slowly, may never 
cause problems, and don’t 
need to be treated. Find-
ing this type of cancer may 
lead to unnecessary treat-
ment that can have side ef-
fects.

Whether to undergo a 
test or not is largely the de-
cision for a man and his doc-
tor. Some believe it to be in-
valuable in the fi ght against 
cancer, while others are no 
longer so sure about a test’s 
effi cacy.  

The prostate 
test controversy

Some people still believe that prostate specifi c antigen tests are a 
good choice in prostate cancer detection. Others say they can lead to 
false positives and unnecessary surgery.

Signs and symptoms 
of prostate cancer

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Continued on page 45
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If you experience any degree 
of knee pain or discomfort, 
Call today and start living 
your life pain free!

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)
Monday–Friday 9am–7pm • Saturday 9am–2pm

Most Insurances Accepted • Auto & Work Injuries

718.769.2521 • www.HQBK.com

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes a fast, safe, return to health

QTrain:

B3, B44, B36

NEUROLOGY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
ORTHOPEDICS • CHIROPRACTIC CARE • PHYSICAL THERAPY/ REHABILITATION 

ENHANCES HEALING BY
• Stimulating tissue healing

• Enhancing lymphatic function

• Increasing blood fl ow to the affected 
area

• Optimizing lymphatic drainage

• Helping to reduce pain and swelling

• Enabling natural muscle contraction

BENEFITS
• Clinically proven performance

• Better patient care experience

• Reduces pain and swelling without 
medications

• Enhanced comfort and ease of use

• Optimal circumferential coverage and 
surface contact

• Easy-to-apply wraps

Back, Neck, Knee Pain
We combine state-of-the-art techniques 

with traditional modalities to help 
patients recover faster.

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE - FROM HEAD TO TOE
• Ankle 

• Knee

• Shoulders

• Back

• Hip/groin

• Wrist

• Hand

• Boot 

• Flex and 
elbow

MRI
ON PREMISES

A HOLISTIC & PAIN FREE
APPROACH TO HEALING

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY
REHAB

Cost: Covered by most insurance 
plans including medicare

Risk: No known side effects

Pain: Little to none

Recovery: Immediate

SURGERY
Cost: Deductible, Co-pay, 
Medication, Time off work

Risk: Complications, Poor outcome, 
Addiction to pain medications

Pain: Can be severe for months

Recovery: Monthly years

VS

Conditions we treat include:
• Arthritis
• Auto Injuries & Whiplash
• Back & Neck Pain
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
• Headaches
• Knee & Ankle Injuries
• Muscle Strains
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Post-operative Rehabilitation
• Sacroliac Injuries
• Scoliosis
• Shoulder Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Stroke
• Rehabilitation
• Work-related Injuries

I n the United States, one in six men 
can expect to be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. 
Those elevated incidence rates 

could be a byproduct of an aging popu-
lation, as age is a signifi cant risk fac-
tor for prostate cancer. According the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation, one in 
10,000 men under age 40 will be diag-
nosed with prostate cancer. That fi g-
ure skyrockets to one in 38 for men be-
tween the ages of 40 to 59, and one in 15 
for men in their 60s.

Though age is perhaps the most 
signifi cant risk factor, it’s not the 
only thing that increases a man’s 
risk for prostate cancer. In fact, there 
are a host of factors in addition to age 
that increase a man’s risk for pros-
tate cancer, which the Canadian Can-
cer Society says will claim the lives 
of more than 4,000 Canadian men 
this year.

One such risk factor is where a man 
lives. Men who live in rural China, for 
instance, have a relatively low risk 
of developing prostate cancer during 
their lifetime. That risk is only two 
percent if a man stays in rural China 
his entire life. But that risk increases 
signifi cantly if a Chinese man moves 
to the West, where a man in the United 
States has a 17 percent chance of devel-
oping prostate cancer. 

And not only does which country 
a man lives in play a role, but also the 
location of his home within that coun-
try’s borders can elevate the risk. Men 

who live in cities north of 40 degrees 
latitude (north of Philadelphia, Pa.; Co-
lumbus, Ohio; and Provo, Utah) have 
the highest risk of dying from pros-
tate cancer, and researchers feel this 
is because men who live in such cit-
ies get less sunlight during the winter 
months and therefore less vitamin D.

Race is another risk factor for pros-
tate cancer. Asian men have the low-
est risk of developing prostate cancer, 
while African-American men are 60 
percent more likely to develop the dis-
ease than Caucasian men. The PCF 
notes that African-American men are 
also 2.5 times more likely to die from 
the disease, which highlights the im-
portance that African-American men 
must place on screenings.

Family history also plays a role in 
a man’s risk for developing prostate 
cancer. Men whose fathers or broth-
ers have had prostate cancer are twice 
as likely to develop the disease. Their 
risk increases even more if their fa-
thers or brothers were diagnosed with 
the cancer before reaching the age of 
55 or if they had three or more family 
members who were diagnosed with 
prostate cancer.

Many men are aware of the impor-
tance of prostate cancer screenings. 
However, few might know that certain 
factors signifi cantly increase their 
risk for being diagnosed with this po-
tentially deadly disease. More infor-
mation about prostate cancer is avail-
able at www.pcf.org.  

African-American men are 60 percent more likely to develop prostate cancer than Cauca-
sian men.

Risk factors for 
prostate cancer

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health



Caribbean Life, August 26-Sept. 1, 2016 47  BQ

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
                www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

C ancer is a prolifi c dis-
ease that continues to 
affect millions of people 

around the world each year. 
The World Health Organiza-
tion says that each year 12.7 
million people are diagnosed 
with cancer and 7.6 million 
people die from the disease. 
Despite the prevalence of can-
cer, many cancer patients ex-
perience feelings of isolation 
when diagnosed with the dis-
ease. 

A cancer diagnosis can 
lead to anxiety and depres-
sion, which can impact can-
cer patients’ ability to fi ght 
their disease. Ongoing re-
search into a cure and new 
treatment options can give 
individuals hope, but fi nd-
ing a support group can pro-
vide the extra boost can-
cer patients need to make it 
through a diffi cult time in 
their lives.

There are many differ-

ent paths to take to find a 
cancer support group. One 
of the first places to find in-
formation is with your own 
doctor. 

He or she may have a list 
of nearby support groups 
that can help you make it 
through your treatment. 
You also may be put in touch 
with other patients who are 
going through the same 
struggles.

Another avenue is 
through a cancer organiza-
tion. For example, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society has pro-
grams and services to help 
people find the emotional 
support they need, and that 
help is usually free. The Na-
tional Cancer Information 
Center has 24-hour support. 
According to the center, 
trained cancer information 
specialists are available via 
phone, email or live chat to 
provide accurate, up-to-date 

information to patients, fam-
ily members, and caregiv-
ers. 

These specialists also 
can help connect callers 
with valuable services and 
resources in their commu-
nities. 

Check with a church or 
community center to see 
which programs are available 
in your community. Many 
community support groups 
meet in hospitals, churches, 
schools and other centers. 
These can be another great 
resource for information and 
support.

Another resource is 
online support groups. 
Thanks to social media, 
it’s now possible to connect 
with people from all around 
the world in a matter of sec-
onds. Use the search func-
tion of Facebook to search 
for a group that suits your 
needs. 

Support groups can help 
cancer patients connect 
with people in similar situa-

tions and find the resources 
and emotional support they 
need.  

Support from family, friends and doctors may not be enough when deal-
ing with cancer. Individuals may fi nd the additional emotional support 
they need by connecting with support groups in their communities.

Support groups can 
provide strength to fi ght

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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There are a lot of peo-
ple suffering with joint 
pain and arthritis, says 
Dr. Alan P. Goldman, a 
specialist in rheumatol-
ogy (130 Brighton Beach 
Avenue, 718-946-7557), 
and they often believe 
that there is little that 
can be done to alleviate 
their pain.

They are wrong. There 
are many options avail-
able, Dr. Goldman says; 
the key is finding a 
physician who is knowl-
edgeable in those treat-
ment modalities.

As a rheumatologist, 
Dr. Goldman special-
izes in the treatment 
of arthritis; one of only 
a handful practicing in 
Brooklyn.  

Rheumatoid arthritis 
is an inflammatory ill-
ness that causes joints 
to swell. Symptoms 
include morning stiff-
ness and swelling, often 
in the hands, elbows, or 
wrists, he says. Perhaps 
because there are so few 
rheumatologists in the 
borough, when people 
experience these symp-
toms, they often “see a 
surgeon first,” says Dr. 
Goldman. But this often 
doesn’t make much 
sense, he explains.

“When you have stom-
ach pains, you don’t 
go to a surgeon before 
seeing a gastroenterolo-
gist,” he explains. “When 
you have chest pains, 
you don’t see a surgeon 
before seeing a cardiolo-
gist.”

A surgeon is the 
expert to see when 
surgery is needed, he 
notes, and of course Dr. 
Goldman refers patients 
to surgeons when nec-
essary. Still, Dr. Goldman 
believes that the major-
ity of people who suf-
fer with arthritis can be 
treated without surgery. 
Even those who suffer 

enormously may find 
relief with Remicade 
IV infusion treatments, 
he says. “It has worked 
wonders.”

Patients receive these 
treatments once every 
few months, and people 
who previously couldn’t 
move well find that the 
“benefits are tremen-
dous,” he says. Those 
whose symptoms are less 
severe may find relief with 
pills or injections.  This 
method has been used 
successfully for many 
years, says Dr. Goldman. 
And, “It still works.” 

When patients see 
Dr. Goldman they are 
assured of receiving 
expert evaluations. Dr. 
Goldman’s office offers 
x-rays, and a number of 
in-office treatment pro-
cedures. Should patients 
need physical therapy, 
arrangements can be 
made for this, as well.

Dr. Goldman also rec-
ommends that people 
age 60 or older come in to 
be checked for osteopo-
rosis. People who are thin 
or who smoke are espe-
cially at risk, he notes.

Dr. Goldman is a 
Harvard graduate who 
has studied at Bellevue 
Hospital -New York Uni-
versity Medical Center 
and Gouverneur Hos-
pital in Manhattan. He 
is on staff at the New 
York Methodist Hos-
pital, and he is a Fellow 
of the American College 
of Rheuma tology, as 
well as a mem  ber of 
the American College 
of Physi cians, Nassau 
County Medical Society, 
the New York State 
Medical Society, Ameri-
can Medical Associa-
tion, and the New York 
Academy of Sciences.  

Dr. Alan P. Goldman: 
Treating And Relieving  

Arthritis Pain

DR. ALAN P. GOLDMAN
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Alan P. Goldman, A.B. Cum Laude Harvard University; A.M., Harvard University; M.D., 

Albert Einstein College Of Medicine; Internal Medicine Training, N.Y.U. Bellevue; Rheumatology Fellowship - N.Y.U.; 

Member, American College Of Physicians; Fellow, American College Of Rheumatology

You Just Learn To Live With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Alan P. Goldman
Board-Certified Arthritis Specialist
Has The Latest 
NON-SURGICAL Treatments:
Treatments May Include Medicines, Injections & Other Therapies.

“Caring,Not Just Curing”

New portable ultrasound technique from Israel!  
Excellent for intractable tennis elbow and achilles tendinitis!

ARTHRITIS &
FIBROMYALGIA

EXCLUSIVE NEW DIAGNOSTIC METHOD:
Musculoskeletal Ultrasound. Positive diagnosis of bursitis,  
tendinitis, rotator cuff and menisceal tears without MRI!

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other

Insurance 
Assignments

Accepted
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DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
718-946-7557
By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Avenue 
(Corner of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11235

Colon & Stomach Cancer Screening & Prevention

PREVENTION 
IS BETTER THAN CURE

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TESTED FOR COLON CANCER? 
DO YOU HAVE HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE OR DIABETES?

DO YOU HAVE A FAMILY HISTORY OF THESE MEDICAL ISSUES?

Call Us For An Evaluation or For a Second Opinion 
Do Not Put It Off For Tomorrow

All Testing at One Office: (Blood Work, X-Ray, Sonogram, Colonoscopy & Bone Density)

Sunday Hours Available

DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
Double Board-Certified Specialist In Internal Medicine & Gastroenterology

Has the latest PAINLESS techniques to diagnose and treat:
• Diabetes
• Stomach Ulcers
• Acid Refl ux
• Arthritis
• Colon Polyps
• Hemorroids

• Colitis
• High Cholesterol
• Total Medical Care
• Constipation / Diarrhea
• High Blood Pressure
• Hepatitis

• Stomach/Colon & Liver Disease

Dr. Steven C. Tawil, BS: Brandeis University, MD, Syracuse University, Board Certifi ed in 
Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology, Albert Einstein College of Medicine

FREE 
TRANSPORTATION

AVAILABLE

MEDICARE 
AND MOST OTHER 

INSURANCE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

ACCEPTED
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It’s been 25 years since the 
Caribbean combined Jewish 
Brooklyn community of Crown 
Heights erupted with rage after 
two Guyanese seven-year-olds 
were struck and fatally injured by 
Lubavitcher Yosef Lifsch whose 
station-wagon veered onto the 
sidewalk hitting the youths.

The tragic accident caused 
the death of the young Gavin 
Cato.

Compounded with that little 
Angela Cato his cousin who he 
was playing with on Aug. 19, 
1991 was left pinned under a car 
for longer than any seven-year-
old should ever have to endure.

With no assistance from the 
Jewish community and alleged 
unwillingness from a Hassidic 
ambulance corps nearby, Car-
mel Cato, Gavin’s father and 
family members and a mostly 
Caribbean and African-Ameri-
can assembly of Crown eights 
residents struggled to lift the 
car from her fragile body.

Yankel Rosenbaum an Aus-
tralian rabbinical student paid 
the ultimate price. Afterwards, 
he suffered the wrath of angry 
protesters and was stabbed and 
killed in what was described as 
“revenge killing.”

It was during the mayoral 
rule of David N. Dinkins, the 
first Black to hold the position. 
And as far as Sonny Carson, a 
community activist was con-
cerned the trailblazer regularly 
exhibited partiality to the Jew-
ish community.

On Aug. 19, 1991 after the 
tragic car accident Carson and 
a group of youths took mat-
ters into their own hands. They 
converged outside the police 
precinct, marched through-
out the neighborhood and for 
three days protested against 
the alleged favoritism. 

Mayor Dinkins seemed cau-
tious throughout but his NYPD 
Commissioner Lee P. Brown 
responded with force. What 
seemed like an entire regi-
ment secured a perimeter of 
the community. Street soldiers 
did not seem intimidated by 
the blue wall of arsenal. Their 
numbers swelled and nights 
became a threatening shadow 

with intensified protests and 
even stone-throwing.

Initially, the group marched 
back and forth from the inter-
section of the traffic infringe-
ment at president St. to the 
71st Precinct.

Prosecutor Rudolf Giuliani 
led members of the NYPD to 
protest against Dinkins’ appre-
hension by staging a demon-
stration at City Hall and as 
history shows, later that year, 
he handily won his bid to lead 
the city. 

That recurring, three-day 
procession did not sit well with 
Jewish leaders and a confronta-
tion ensued. 

Although a mass showing of 
media houses reported on the 
disruption, it seemed as if the 
Black press was targeted for 
confrontation.

Reporting for the New York 
Amsterdam News, the largest 
Black outlet, yours truly and 
Christopher Griffith, a native of 

Trinidad & Tobago, a photogra-
pher were also arrested.

How some members of the 
NYPD behaved is still a blemish 
on their reputation.

I was in the midst of report-
ing on the St. John’s Rape 
Trial, a case that involved 
white, male, college students 
who allegedly drugged a native 
Jamaican coed after taking her 

to a frat house where she was 
allegedly sexually assaulted.

Rev. Herbert Daughtry, pas-
tor of the House of the Lord 
Pentecostal Church made an 
appearance at the Queens 
courtroom on Aug. 20 and after 
that day’s proceedings I asked 
if he would mind taking me to 
the President St. scenario. 

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Jean Griffi th-Sandiford, mother of Michael who was killed in 
Howard Beach in 1987 share a moment with Rabbi Eli Co-
hen at “One Crown Heights” Festival comemmorating the 
25th anniversary of travesty that left two residents dead.
 Photo by Vinette K. Pryce

Crown Heights uprising trivialized to festival
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By Alexandra Simon
It is a pageant based in history.
A dozen people entered the Brook-

lyn Masonic Temple in Fort Greene 
on August 20 for the 48th Queen of 
the Bay New York pageant. The pag-
eant, which honors Belizean beau-
ties coinciding with the country’s 
battle to independence from Spain 
– crowned a winner for 2016-2017 
title. 

The highlight this year – celebrat-
ing the various ethnic groups that 
make Belize, such as Mayans, Mesti-

zos and the Garifuna.
“The pageant is solely on theme – 

the theme this year was the diverse 
culture of Belize,” said Barbara Bep-
son, pageant coordinator. 

Three contestants, Jasyra Frank-
lin, Edna Brown, and Andrea Flowers 
were up for the Queen of the Bay title, 
to be judged on their dance style, 
grace, and knowledge of Belize. 

The pageant crowns a queen for 
the bay of St. George – the location of 
where the battle of St. George’s Caye, 
which took place in 1738. During the 

battle — which lasted from Sept. 3–10 
— Belizean bay men fought against 
the Spanish soldiers who were trying 
to invade the bay, and defended it. In 
1946 when Belize rejected becoming 
a part of Guatemala, a queen was 
crowned on Sept. 10 in a celebratory 
action. The pageant, founded two 
years later would continue celebrat-
ing a queen for the bay. 

The pageant came to New York 
with the Belizean Diaspora, and has 
been in function since 1968. The con-

Belizean pageant celebrates independence

Continued on Page 54

By Alexandra Simon
Wanderlusters rejoice — a 12-day 

festival has come to Williamsburg to 
bring the Caribbean to Brooklyn for 
weeks of music, food, and island vibes. 

The “Caribbean Jerk and Reggae Fes-
tival” will give Brooklynite’s a local 
island-like vacation for the would-be 
travelers who could not make a Carib-
bean getaway this summer, said the 
festival’s organizer.

“For August we wanted to give people 
an excuse for a staycation this summer 
— so if they can’t get down to the Car-

By Nelson A. King
In its children and adult bands this 

year, the Brooklyn-based Cocoa Dia-
mond Productions is celebrating “a 
toast to life” and paying homage to the 
Amerindian group, the Incas. 

“Because we were primarily a chil-
dren’s band – our kids band was created 
first – this years’ portrayal is ‘The Incas 
– Children of the Sun,’” said Trinida-
dian band leader Patti Ann Williams, in 
a Caribbean Life interview. “It has been 

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Alicia Hanley portrays “Island Prime.”
 Photo by Nelson A. King

The queen of the bay: Jasyra Franklin is the Belizean Queen of the Bay New York for 2016-2017. She waves 
to the crowd at the Brooklyn Masonic Temple in Fort Greene.  Photo by Jon Farina 

Homage to 
the Incas

Jerk fest in 
Williamsburg

QUEEN OF QUEEN OF 
THE BAYTHE BAY
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created to pay homage to our 
ancient ancestors [who] inhab-
ited our islands long before 
the colonization of the Euro-
peans.”

Williams, who has been 
involved in mas production for 
more than 15 years, said that 
the adult band, produced for 
the first time this year, is called 
“Celebrate a Toast to Life.”

She said she name was creat-
ed “because we wanted to give 
the masqueraders a nostalgic 
feeling wearing costumes that 
depict some of their favorite 
cocktails that are used to cele-
brate life’s greatest moments.”

She said the adult band com-
prises five sections — Plume-
ria Passion, Aviator Cocktail, 
Island Prime, Galaxy Cocktail 
and Birthday Cake Cocktail; 
while the the sections in the 
children’s band are: Illapa, 
Mamachocha, Inti, Mamaquilla 
and Viracocha.

Williams, who has been pro-
ducing mas in the West Indian 
American Day Carnival Associa-
tion’s (WIADCA) parade for the 
past five years, said Cocoa Dia-
mond Productions is expecting 
about 10-15 masqueraders in 
each section, with masquer-
aders from “the entire Carib-
bean,” as well as from South 
and Central America, England 
and the United States. 

“We are a very diverse 
group,” she said, adding that 

“optimism runs high this year, 
and we are hoping to place or, 
if not, be absolutely sure that 
we leave an impression on the 
Parkway.

“Our masqueraders can 
expect a full experience — one 
of high energy; great music; 
fantastic, beautiful, colorful 
costumes; full breakfast and 
lunch served; full safety (high 
security); and an overall mem-
orable parade experience,” Wil-
liams continued. 

She said preparations are on 
schedule, adding that all dis-
tributions will be completed 
on time.

“The Diamond Crew is fever-
ishly working to guarantee that 
all our masqueraders are satis-
fied and that their costumes 
fit,” said Williams, stating that 
masqueraders will sway to the 
beat of the band’s “sound engi-
neers,” as well as “experienced 
DJs and performers.”

testants are judged on beau-
ty, grace, costume, and their 
knowledge of Belize’s history, 
and some contestants felt the 
pageant excellently provided a 
space for her to enjoy. 

“I felt that this pageant 
allowed me to express who I 
am as Belizean born in New 
York,” said winner of Queen 
of the Bay New York, Jasyra 
Franklin. “The title is a spe-
cial opportunity for me to 
embrace my ethnicity.”

Franklin, born and raised 
in Manhattan to Belizean 
parents, will travel to Belize 
on Sept. 9, as part of her 
title to march in the full 
day parade the following day, 
Sept. 10 commemorating the 
Battle of St. George’s Caye.

“I’m very excited – I can’t 
wait to go to Belize and expe-
rience it myself,” said Frank-
lin. “I’ve heard stories about 

how beautiful it is, and now 
I get finally get experience it 
myself.”

In Belize, the Queen of 
the Bay New York will meet 
with other Queen of the Bay 
winners from Chicago and 
California, as well as the 
Queen of the Bay in Belize. 
A coronation will follow the 
parade and the winners will 
get crowned by the Prime 
Minister of Belize.

Although it was a contest 
for the best, Franklin says 
the pageant allowing her to 
be around her community 
and receiving their support 
was just as rewarding. 

“I liked that I was able to 
connect and gain friendships 
with the other girls, and 
learning more about Belize,” 
said Franklin. “But with eve-
ryone showing up to support 
us – we had such a support-
ive crowd and they gave us a 

lot of encouragement. I had 
such a great time from the 

first day of rehearsal until 
pageant night.”

Continued from page 53 

Continued from page 53 

ibbean we decided to bring 
the Caribbean to them,” said 
reality-TV chef Michael Psi-
lakis, and organizer of the 
indoor festival.

“Brooklyn is filled with a 
very eclectic bunch of music 
fans but there’s just some-
thing about reggae that gets 
a crowd together, chilling out 
and having a good time.”

During the festival, guests 
can buy popular Jamaican 
dishes, such as jerk chicken, 
and rice and peas, or a jerk 
chicken platter for $37 — all 
made by chef Psilakis. But 
do not let the price stray you 
away, festival planners say — 
the servings will be satisfying 
according to Psilakis.

“We’re restaurant people 
first so curating menus and 
price points is our business,” 
said Psilakis. “We emphasize 
value driven events so we try 
to keep the price as low as we 
can but moreover we make 
sure the portions are plenti-
ful so people leave full and 
happy.”

Musical artists such as Top 
Shotta, Soul Junkies, Ras 
Majesty and the New Vibra-
tion, Challenger, and The Far 
East will perform on differ-
ent days, and guests can gain 
entry to the festival by pur-
chasing $15 ticket, and buy-
ing food including the platter 
which costs $27. 

Organizers say the festi-
val, which started on Aug. 4, 
should and has attracted gen-
eral lovers of food and music, 
even with the Caribbean 
theme, according to Psilakis

“The opening weekend 
was awesome. People really 
seemed to like the vibe,” said 
Psilakis. “Anyone who likes 
music in general and tasty 
food should have a good time 
here. If you’re familiar with 
the music itself, all the better 
but not necessary.”

“Caribbean Jerk and Reggae 
Festival” at The Hall at MP [70 
Driggs Ave bet. N. 10th and 
1th streets in Williamsburg, 
www.thehallbrooklyn.com, 
(718) 387-4001]. Aug 25-27, 
Sept. 1-3. 7 pm. Admission 
$15.

Continued from page 53 

Chef of the fest: Chef Michael 
Psilakis will cook popular Ja-
maican dishes, such as jerk 
chicken for the festival.  
 The Hall MP

Pretty in pink: Edna Brown on stage for the evening gown 
competition, at the Queen of the Bay New York Pageant on 
Aug. 20, at the Brooklyn Masonic Temple. Photo by Jon Farina 

Kalina Bourne portrays “Gal-
axy Cocktail.” 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Reggae festivalToast to life
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Ride
twenty one pilots

Send My Love
Adele

This is What You Came For
Calvin Harris feat. Rihanna

Cheap Thrills
Sia Feat. Sean Paul

Can’t Stop the Feeling!
Justin Timberlake

One Dance
Drake Feat. WizKid & Kyla

Don’t Let Me Down
The Chainsmokers Feat. Daya

Needed Me
Rihanna

Just Like Fire
P!nk

Cold Water
Major Lazor

Suicide Squad: The Album
Soundtrack

Partynextdoor 3
Partynextdoor

Kinda Don’t Care
Justin Moore

Home of the Strange
Young The Giant

Blurryface
twnty one pilots

Stranger Things
Soundtrack

Sremmlife 2
Rae Sremmurd

If I’m Honest
Blake Shelton

I’m Not The Devil
Cody Jinks

Immortalized
Disturbed

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS



Caribbean Life, August 26-Sept. 1, 2016 55  BQ

By Kam Williams
It takes a lot of chutzpah to 

remake the Hollywood epic that 
won the most Academy Awards 
in history. But that’s just what 
we have in “Ben-Hur,” a fairly-
faithful version of the 1959 clas-
sic starring Charlton Heston.

The films are based on “Ben-
Hur: A Tale of the Christ,” a novel 
published in 1880 which quickly 
surpassed Uncle Tom’s Cabin as 
the best-selling American novel 
to date. The book’s author, Lew 
Wallace, was a Civil War General 
who had led Union soldiers at the 
battle of Shiloh.

His inspirational tale of 

redemption’s success was cred-
ited to the fact that its timely 
themes of family, freedom and 
patriotism helped unify a citi-
zenry torn asunder by years of 
war and then Reconstruction. 
Its compassionate tone particu-
larly appealed to Southerners, 
because of its sympathetic treat-
ment of slave owners, encourag-
ing resolution via reconciliation 

rather than revenge.
Directed by Timur Bekmam-

betov (Abraham Lincoln: Vam-
pire Hunter), this incarnation 
of “Ben-Hur” stars Jack Huston 
as the title character, although 
the supposed star is easily over-
shadowed by the film’s narrator, 
Morgan Freeman, who enjoys a 
very expanded role as Ilderiim, a 
wealthy Nubian sheik.

The story is set in Jerusalem 
in the time of Christ (Rodrigo 
Santoro). As the the film unfolds, 
we find Prince Judah Ben-Hur 
living in the lap of luxury with 
his mother (Ayelet Zurer), sister 
Tirzah (Sofia Black D’Elia) and 
adopted brother Messala Severus 
(Toby Kebbell), an orphan taken 
in as a child by the altruistic 
noble clan. Judah also has a love 

interest, Esther (Nazanin Bonia-
di), though her lowly slave status 
makes their marriage unlikely.

The plot thickens when the 
fully-grown Messala, by then a 
Roman soldier, unfairly fingers 
the Ben-Hur family for an act 
of treason perpetrated by Gestas 
(Moises Arias), one of the thieves 
crucified on Calvary alongside 
Jesus. Next thing you know, the 
family is separated and sold into 
slavery, and Judah ends up in 
chains, rowing in the galley of a 
warship.

Eventually, he gains his free-
dom, and starts searching for 
Esther, his sister and mother. 
Along the way, he finds religion 
and is afforded an opportunity to 
even the score with Massala in a 
chariot race at the Circus Max-
imus. In this regard, he’s lucky 
to have wily old Ilderim in his 
corner, the best darn horse 
whisperer / charioteer trainer 
this side of the Tiber.

Distracting CGI mob scenes 
and heavy-handed sermonizing 
aside, “Ben-Hur 2016” is nev-
ertheless a very entertaining 
variation on the original that’s 
well-worth the investment.

“Ben-Hur”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for vio-

lence and disturbing 
images

Running time: 124 
minutes

Distributor: Paramount 
Pictures

Black Songbird (Unrated) Revenge 
thriller revolving around a rookie 
journalist (Jenique Bennett) recruited 
by the FBI to infiltrate a nightclub 
run by the mobsters who murdered 
her childhood friends. Support cast 
includes Felicia White, Brynn Mosley 
and Antwan Mclaurin.

Blood Father (R for graphic vio-
lence, pervasive profanity and brief 
drug use) Mel Gibson stars in the title 
role of this action thriller about an ex-
con’s attempt to protect his estranged, 
16 year-old daughter (Erin Moriarty) 
from the drug cartel that wants her 
dead. With William H. Macy, Diego 
Luna and Michael Parks.

Floyd Norman: An Animated Life 
(Unrated) Reverential biopic about 80 
year-old Floyd Norman, the first Afri-
can-American animator hired by Walt 
Disney Pictures. Featuring commen-
tary by Whoopi Goldberg, Leonard 
Maltin and Don Hahn.

The Hollars (PG-13 for brief profan-
ity and mature themes) John Krasin-
ski directed and stars in this Prodigal 
Son dramedy as a struggling, NYC 
artist who moves back home to the 
Midwest with his pregnant girlfriend 
(Anna Kendrick) to help care for his 
ailing mom (Margo Martindale). With 
Richard Jenkins, Sharlto Copley, Ran-
dall Park and Josh Groban.

In Order of Disappearance (R for 
graphic violence and pervasive profan-

ity) Dark comedy revolving around a 
mild-mannered milquetoast-turned-
bloodthirsty vigilante (Stellan Skars-
gard) who embarks on a revenge-
fueled killing spree after his son is 
murdered by mobsters. With Bruno 
Ganz, Birgitte Hjort Sorensen and 
David Sakurai. (In Norwegian, Swed-
ish, Danish, English, Serbian and Ger-
man with subtitles)

Is That You? (Unrated) Romance 
drama revolving an unemployed, 
60 year-old, film projectionist (Alon 
Aboutboul) who moves from Israel to 
America to search for his long-lost 
childhood sweetheart. featuring Rani 
Blair, Patrick Michael Kelly and Naru-
na Kaplan de Macedo.

Kate Plays Christine (Unrated) 
Sobering biopic chronicling Kate Lyn 
Sheil’s preparations to portray Chris-
tine Chubbuck, the suicidal, TV news 
anchor who shot herself in the head on 
the air in 1974.

Mia Madre (R for profanity) Bitter-
sweet dramedy, set in Rome, revolving 
around a film director’s (Margherita 
Buy) attempt to care for her terminal-
ly-ill mother (Giulia Lazzarini) while 

shooting a movie with 
a disappointing lead-
ing man (John Tur-
turro). With writer/
director Nanni Moret-
ti, Beatrice Mancini 
and Stefano Abbati. 

(In English, Italian and French with 
subtitles)

Remember the Goal (PG for mature 
themes and and drug references) 
Faith-based drama revolving around 
the efforts of the cross-country coach 
(Allee Sutton Hethcoat) at an all-girls, 
Christian prep school to prepare the 
team for a big track meet while simul-
taneously ministering to their person-
al life issues. Co-starring Quinn Alex-
is, Sydney Marks and Jayla Palmer.

The Sea of Trees (PG-13 for mature 
themes, disturbing images and brief 
profanity) Character-driven drama 
about two suicidal men (Matthew 
McConaughey and Ken Watanabe) who 
have second thoughts about taking 
their own lives after making friends 
in a forest at the base of Mount Fuji. 
With Naomi Watts, Katie Aselton and 
Jordan Gavaris. (In English and Japa-
nese with subtitles)

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Don’t Breathe (R for terror, vio-

lence, profanity, sexual references and 
disturbing content) Suspense thriller 
about a gang (Jane Levy, Dylan Min-

nette and Daniel Zovatto) that gets 
more than they bargained after bur-
glarizing the home of a rich blind man 
(Stephen Lang) they thought would 
be an easy target. With Emma Berco-
vici, Franciska Torocsik and Christian 
Zagia.

Hands of Stone (R for sexuality, 
nudity and pervasive profanity) Rever-
ential biopic chronicling the life and 
career of welterweight boxer Roberto 
Duran (Edgar Ramirez). A-list ensem-
ble cast includes Robert De Niro, Ellen 
Barkin, John Turturro, Ruben Blades, 
Jurnee Smollett-Bell and Usher Ray-
mond.

Mechanic: Resurrection (R for pro-
fanity and pervasive violence) Jason 
Statham reprises title role in this 
high-octane sequel which finds the 
retired hit man blackmailed into per-
forming a trio of dangerous hits by 
the kidnapper who’s abducted the love 
of his life (Jessica Alba) .With Tommy 
Lee Jones, Michelle Yeoh and Sam 
Hazeldine.

Southside with You (PG-13 for 
smoking, a violent image, brief pro-
fanity and a drug reference) Day-in-
the-life retrospective revisiting the 
summer day in Chicago in 1989 when 
Barack (Parker Sawyers) and Michelle 
Obama (Tika Sumpter) went on their 
first date. Supporting cast includes 
Vanessa Bell Calloway, Donald Paul 
and Deborah Geffner.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

A scene from the movie “Ben-Hur.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Independent & Foreign Films

Faithful remake of Oscar-winning classic
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Goodyear Assurance® 
ComforTred® Touring
Our best tire for a smooth ride with 
refi ned handling plus confi dent traction 
in changing weather conditions.
31 sizes to choose from

Better

$6495
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

Goodyear Assurance
A practical tire for confi dent 
all-season traction in wet, dry, 
and snowy conditions, with long 
treadwear.
41 sizes to choose from

Good

$4995
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

                          Assurance® 
TripleTred® All Season
Our best tire for a smooth ride with 
refi ned handling plus confi dent traction 
in changing weather conditions.
49 sizes to choose from

Best

$8995
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

WE SELL ALL OTHER MAJOR BRAND OFFICAL N.Y. INSPECTION STATION #7115186

1291 UTICA AVE. 
(between Ave. D & Foster Ave)

718-451-2272
STORE HOURS: MON.-FRI.- 7:30AM TO 5:30PM, 
SATURDAY - 8AM TO 2PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

Month of June All Military Personnel with ID 
receive 

FREE TIRE INSTALLATION 
(customers choice)

The 
Goodyear 

Credit Card 
is a fast, convenient 

way to finance your tire 

and service purchases. 

As a cardholder,

you can double your 

rebates and get 

exclusive 

money-saving 

offers during select 

promotional periods.

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

$24.95 
10w30 (up to 5 
quarts includes 

filter & fluid top off)
All products and services  

are subject to NYC and State 
sales tax!

$10 OFF 
4 wheel alignment 

when used with  
4 tire purchase
All products and services  

are subject to NYC and State 
sales tax!

All Military Personal with ID
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By John Melbourne
Two great New York Caribbean Cup 

quarter final games were played at 
Thomas Jefferson High School field in 
Brooklyn on Sunday, Aug. 21.

In the opener Team Jamaica dis-
missed Team Panama 3-0, while the 
nightcap developed into a hair raiser 

before Team Guyana overcame Team 
Haiti 6-3.

Team Panama and Team Jamaica 
were meeting for the third time in the 
New York Caribbean Cup playoffs. In 
2012, the Reggae Boyz went home 5-2 
winners and in 2013, the game was 
blown off prematurely with Jamaica 

leading 3-0.
From the opening whistle, Los 

Canaleros exhibited a no-nonsense 
mood tackling crisply while putting 
their own attacks together.

Suddenly in the 22nd minute, 
Miguel Ricketts latched onto a pass 

Reggae Boyz, Golden Jaguars take spots

Continued on Page 58

By Azad Ali
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
has called on the President of the West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB), Dave 
Cameron and the Chairman of Selec-
tors, Courtney Browne, to apologize 
for the shabby treatment meted out to 
former West Indies Twenty20 Captain 
Darren Sammy.

Sammy was stripped of his captaincy 
and also dropped from the Twenty20  
squad for two matches against India set 
for later this month in Florida.

In a letter to the Chairman of Selec-
tors Courtney Browne, Gonsalves 
stressed that Sammy deserved a certain 
level of respect for his yeoman service 
over the years. 

Part of the letter stated: “Sammy 

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies fast bowler 

Andy Roberts said the firing of Dar-
ren Sammy as captain of the Twenty20 
team was on the basis of comments he 
made criticizing the West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) after his side won a sec-
ond Twenty20 World Cup title in India 
earlier this year. 

In an emotional speech after the vic-
tory in the World Cup, Sammy accused 
the WICB of “disrespecting the team” 
and was not even congratulated for win-
ning the World Twenty20 championship 

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

Former West Indies’ cricket captain 
Darren Sammy. 
 Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena, File

Rogelio Jones #6 (Panama) and Javid Morris (Jamaica) fi ght for ball possession. Keith Dawson

Roberts condems 
Sammy’s firing

Vincy PM demands 
apology for former 

Windies captain

ALL SET FOR ALL SET FOR 
SEMI-FINALSSEMI-FINALS
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for a second time.
Roberts believes that Sammy’s 

performance in the recent Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) should have 
earned him a spot on the team to 
play India in two Twenty20 matches 
in Florida later this month.

He said: “This is Sammy’s best 
year in the CPL and you can see, this 
year, he was inspired by what tran-
spired in the World T20.”

The chairman of selectors Court-
ney Browne said the side had been 
picked “purely on performances.” 
Sammy scored 212 runs at an aver-
age of 42, during the CPL.

Roberts disagreed with the choice 
of the Barbadian all-rounder Carlos 
Brathwaite as new Twenty20 cap-
tain.

The legendary fast bowler said the 
best choice should have been Trini-
dadian all-rounder Kieron Pollard, 
whose captaincy of the Barbados Tri-
dents has received widespread praise. 

has advised me that in your capacity 
as chairman of Selectors of the West 
Indies Cricket Team, you peremptorily 
informed him in a 30-second telephone 
conversation that he was being removed 
as the captain of the West Indies Twen-
ty20 and that his recent performances 
did not merit him a place on the team 
for the upcoming Twenty20 matches 
against the touring Indian team.

“I find this shabby treatment of Mr. 
Sammy to be unacceptable, indeed, I 
am sure that all right-thinking persons 

are extremely dissatisfied at your uncer-
emonious and summary dismissal of 
Mr. Sammy as captain and player. You 
simply cannot treat a former captain of 
the West Indies team and a successful 
captain of two successive World Cup 
Twenty20 Championships with disdain.

“Elemental respect and common 
decency demand that once the selec-
tors had decided to remove Mr. Sammy 
as captain and as a player of the T20 
team, he  ought to have been accorded 
the courtesy of a dignified face-to-face 
meeting with you.” the letter said. 

It added: “It is not too late to make 
amends. You and the president of the 
West Indies Cricket Board ought to 
apologize to Mr. Sammy.”

down the left flank turned inside on his 
defender and passed to Andre McFarlane 
whose volley kick just eluded Michael 
Ashby and slid off the left post into the 
goal. Jamaica 1, Panama 0.

Both teams had their chances for the 
remainder of the half but there was no 
further scoring when the whistle sound-
ed to end the first 45 minutes.

Five minutes after the break, Andre 
McFarlane was the architect of Jamaica’s 
second goal. This time his give and go 
with Jermaine Hue saw the midfield 
maestro’s shot just squeeze inside the 
right post.

Two minutes later, it was Ricketts who 
converted from a Jermaine Hue pass to 
put the Reggae Boyz clearly ahead 3-0.

Despite the win, the Jamaicans did 
not look as fluid as they normally do, 
which may be attributed to the fact that 
the team has not played together in 
almost four weeks. In addition, several 

regulars are carrying knocks and did 
not play.

Team Jamaica will play Team Grenada 
in this week’s semi-final at 3:15 pm.

The feature game between Team 
Haiti and Team Guyana was all that was 
expected of two very good teams which 
have never lifted the Caribbean Cup. The 
last time these teams met in the playoff 
arena was 2013 when Team Guyana won 
the third place playoff 4-2.

When the referee’s whistle sounded 
for the kickoff, Team Haiti was one man 
short yet Team Guyana failed to capital-
ize. The Guyanese players are such a joy 
to watch when they are playing well that 
it is so unfortunate that they are not 
more disciplined in their approach to the 
tournament.

The first break came in the 27th 
minute when Kevin Beaton knocked a 
ball over the line from close in to send 
the Golden Jaguars on their way.

Eight minutes later as the rain started 
to drizzle, Les Grenadiers were in shock 

when Travis Grant bundled home the ball 
from close in to double the Guyana lead.

As half time approached, the camel’s 
back appeared broken when Clive Nobre-
ga and Gregory Richardson scored goals 
three and four for the Golden Jaguars. 

The half time break was just what 
the doctor ordered for Les Grenadiers as 
they came out like a house on fire in the 
second half. Just after the break, Jean 
Gary Rubin stepped up to take a free 
kick just outside the box on the left side 
of the field. His curling kick found the 
head of Kevin Morency to pull one back 
for Haiti.

This seemed to infuse life into the 
Haitians as they lifted their game and 
played with reckless abandon and skill. 
And just as suddenly Team Guyana was 
on their heels and seemed a bit tentative 
in defense. Benchy Estama brought the 
scores even closer when he pounced on 
a ball mishandled by goalkeeper Richie 
Richards inside the six-yard box for an 
easy goal. Guyana 4, Haiti 2.

Continued from page 57 

Continued from page 57 

Continued from page 57 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves. 
 Associated Press

Marlon Benjamin (Guyana) prepares to attack Louis Robenson #7 (Haiti) for the ball.  Keith Dawson

CARIB CUP SEMI-FINALS SUNDAY

Apology

Sammy

By Azad Ali
Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew 

Holness has hailed the achievements 
of the country’s athletes at the Rio 
Olympics in Brazil last week.

Holness praised Usain’s Bolt his-
toric hat-trick of Olympic 100 meters 
titles saying that Jamaica is fortunate 
to have a son who inspires so many 
and ensures that Jamaica continues 
to be the sprint capital of the world.

Bolt also captured his third con-
secutive Olympic 200 title.

“Bolt has etched his name as the 
greatest sprinter the world has ever 
seen,” Holness said in a statement.

Rio Olympics 2016 in Brazil was 
Jamaica’s sprint machine, superstar 
Usain Bolt last Olympics as he has 
admitted that age has caught up 
with him and he will stop running 
the 200m.

He will not run in the 2020 Olym-
pics in Japan.

Bolt revealed that he will only run 
the l00m in next year’s World Cham-
pionships in London. Bolt, who holds 
the world records in both events has 
won the past four 200m races in the 
worlds, said doing the double gets 
“rougher” as he gets older.

The Jamaican sprinter won three 
gold medals at the Rio Olympics and 
has not lost a major 200m final since 
he won in Beijing in 2008. 

At the Rio Olympics he won gold 
in the Men’s 100m, Men’s 200m and 
Men’s 4x100 relay.

Elaine Thompson, who claimed 
two Olympic titles (Gold) in the 100 
and 200 meters and two-time defend-
ing champion, Shelly Ann-Fraser, 
who missed out on becoming the first 
women to clinch a hat-trick of titles 
in the 100-meter when she finished 
with bronze, deserved special praise, 
the prime minister said. 

Bolt’s hat-trick
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By Alexandra Simon
Forget the gym and get fit 

for carnival to soca music. 
A dance workout that com-

bines soca music and exercise, 
better known as socacize, gets 
participants physically active to 
a sound they know best. That is 
the concept for the high-and-
low aerobic workout instructed 
to Caribbean music. With the 
Labor Day parade approach-
ing, dance instructors want 
you to get ready for carnival 
and encourage more health-
conscious attitudes in the Car-
ibbean community.

“Initially when we started we 
kind of used to fuse Caribbean 
dances and a workout,” said 
Simone Warner, a Brooklyn-
based socacize instructor. “A 
lot of Caribbean people don’t 
like to workout, so we fused 
them together to make people 
work out and prepare for car-
nival.”

Socacize shares a few things 
in common to the popular 
Latin music-inspired work-
out called Zumba. But mostly, 

there are specific differences 
between Zumba and socacize, 
according to Warner.

“It’s similar — but soca-
cize strictly and only uses 
Caribbean-based music,” said 
Warner. “Zumba used to be 
Latin-based, but now they use 

everything — every style of 
music.”

Socacize is offered in classes 
and keeps students fit with a 
one-hour workout divided into 
different sections. Warner says 
the classes are typical workout 
moves and popular Caribbean 
dance rhythms. 

“There are four different 
dances — the bacchanal warm-
up, cardio soca jam, whine and 
tone, and groovy stretch,” said 
Warner. And there is even a 
bootcamp session for more 
intense exercising. “Socacize 
is fun and it’s different. In each 
session you never know what 
you might get.” 

By mixing the soca dance 
styles and common exercises, 
just one class offers a full body 
workout. The bacchanal warm-
up is a slow-paced stretch ses-
sion, the cardio soca jam — 
a soca-only workout to fast-
paced songs. Then the final 
parts — the whine and tone, 
a toning focused session to 
which incorporates reggae and 
soca, and the groovy stretch 

which finishes off the workout 
to slow Caribbean music, such 
as calypso. 

“Everything is worked out,” 
said Warner. “With the whine 
and tone, it’s abdominal, and 
with the cardio jam — it’s eve-
rything. It burns calories all 
over body and then you stretch 
everything you just worked 
out.”

Socacize was founded in 
Canada in 2011 by Ayanna Lee-
Rivears, a Trinidadian dancer 
and instructor. The dance stu-
dio and class has locations in 
Canada and instructors all over 
the world to teach socacize 
classes in the United States 

and the Caribbean.
Warner says that socacize 

classes offer an environment 
that is so interactive and sup-
portive, that many friendships 
have been formed.

“At the end of the day, my 
clients have turned into friends 
— that’s something I like about 
socacize,” said Warner. “I have 
friends who have been with me 
since the beginning because 
while we work out we build 
strong relationships.”

“Socacize” at Augustine’s 
Episcopal Church [4301 Ave. 
D bet. E. 43rd Street and Troy 
Avenue in East Flatbush, www.
socacize.com, Tuesdays, 7 pm.

Teaching the steps: Socacize 
instructor Simone Warner, 
has been teaching socacize 
classes in Brooklyn for six 
years. Mortimer Visuals

Socacizing it: Students at a socacize class in Brooklyn. The 
dance combines exercise with soca music, for a high- en-
ergy workout.  Simone Warner

Socacize brings a Caribbean 
style to exercising  

WHEN IT COMES TO FINANCIAL STABILITY, DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND.
There are people just like you who are making good fi nancial decisions every day. To learn how 

you can join them, and take control of your fi nancial future, visit feedthepig.org.

   BE THE RICH 
     ECCENTRIC 
 RELATIVE YOU 
WISH YOU HAD.

FEEDTHEPIG.ORG
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At a gala this November, Caribbean Life will present its 2nd annual Caribbean Impact Awards 
which will recognize outstanding New Yorkers of Caribbean Heritage. These individuals will represent 

the best of the Caribbean diaspora working in a diversity of fi elds: from education, fi nance, 
and non-profi t to manufacturing, media, and retail and everything in between.

 
We will honor Caribbean Americans who, through perseverance and hard work, 

have realized the American dream and who have brought a sense of Caribbean pride along with them.
 

If you want to nominate a Caribbean American who has shown outstanding achievements 
in his or her fi eld, and who resides or works in New York, please fi ll out the form & mail it to us 

before August 30, 2016. You can also submit your nomination online at www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
We will contact you before September 26, 2016 if your candidate is selected.

Nominate an outstanding Caribbean American who has made an Impact in New York

Your name: (Please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nominee:_________________________________________Nominee’s Caribbean heritage (country of origin):__________________

Your relationship to nominee:_________________________________Nominee’s occupation/profession:______________________________

Where does your nominee currently work?_______________________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):_______________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper, if necessary.

How can we reach you?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

Please include a copy of your nominee’s bio or resume if available.

Mail to:  Caribbean Life, Caribbean Impact Awards

               One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Caribbean Impact Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

(718) 260–8302
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cacarnival.org).
Brass Fest — doors open at 6 

pm; showtime is 7 pm to 3 am.
The signature live band 

concert features Roy Cape All 
Stars, Blaxx, Ricardo Drue 
(Antigua), Lyrikal (Trinidad), 
Skinny Fabulous (St. Vincent), 
Nikki Brooks, Elizabeth Watley, 
Outta Limitz Band (St. Croix, 
USVI) and headliners KES the 
BAND in one huge outdoor 
party! Hosted by MC Wassy, 
Vibesman Redman (107.9FM) 
and comedian Majah Hype. 
Music by DJ Sounds 4 Life, DJ 
Spice and Barrie Hype.

Tickets are $55 (more at the 
door).

Saturday, Sept. 3:
Panorama 2016 — doors 

open at 6 pm; showtime is 7 
pm to 3 am.

Enjoy the rhythms of sweet 
steelband music as 12 of 
NYC’s finest steel orchestras 
vie to win the 2016 Panorama 
Championship crown. 2016 
bands include Pan Sonatas, 
CASYM, Pantonic, Steel Xplo-
sion, ADLIB, D’Radoes, Cross-
fire Steel Orchestra, Harmony 
Steel Orchestra, Despers USA, 
Pan Evolution, Pan Fantasy 
and Philadelphia Pan Stars.

Tickets are $45 (more at the 

door).
Sunday, Sept. 4:
Dimanche Gras — doors 

open at 6 pm; showtime is 7 
pm to 1 am.

This NYCC finale features 
live performances by King 
David Rudder, Natasha Wil-
son, Aaron Duncan, Boodoos-
ingh Tassa Drummers, Mighty 

Grynner and the Sunshine 
Band. Highlights also include 
Kings and Queens of the Band, 
individual and Ole’ Mas’ cos-
tume presentation. Hosted by 
MC Wassy. Tickets: $30. More 
at the door.

For tickets contact: WIAD-
CA at (718) 467-1797; http://
www.etix.com/ticket/v/10546/

wiadca-labor-day-concert-
series-2016

D&#39; Savannah at (646) 
401-5250; Charlie’s Records at 
(718) 783-8336; Conrad’s Bak-
ery at (718) 783-2542; Allan’s 
Bakery at (718) 774-7892; and 
Tropical Paradise Restaurant at 
(718) 629-1801.

Queens’ ticket contacts 

include: Flamingo Restaurant 
and Mantra Lounge at (718) 
772-6328; Singh’s Roti Shop, 
131-18 Liberty Avenue, (718) 
323-5990.

More information available at 
wiadcacarnival.org and http://
www.etix.com/ticket/v/10546/
wiadca-labor-day-concert-
series-2016.

Luciano provides spiritual inspiration and philosophical guidance to his fans at the 14th Annual World Creole Music Festi-
val in Dominica. Photo by Coral King

One voice
Continued from page 8 
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By West Indian 
American Day Carnival 
Association

The Labor Day Parade 
will kick off on Mon. Sept. 
5 along Utica Avenue and 
Eastern Parkway, from 8 
am to 6 pm. Marchers will 
walk along Schenectady 
Avenue and Eastern 
Parkway to Grand Army 
Plaza.

Failure to comply with 
the rules below may result 
in your removal from the 
parade, fines or prosecu-
tion.

• Band leaders must 
organize their respective 
band, be at the parade 
starting point by 9 am, 
keep order in the band 
along the parade route, 
ensure only costumed 
masqueraders enter the 
reviewing area for judg-
ing.

• Trucks or floats must 
have proper registration 
and must pass highway 
inspection to enter the 
parade. 

•  No one artist or per-
former is permitted to ride 
on top of the truck cabs.

•  Bands without a per-
mit from WIADCA will not 
be allowed to participate 
in the parade.

•  Only paid band rev-
ellers and properly iden-
tified band security and 
personnel are allowed in 
costumed bands. 

• Band leaders should 
be prepared to present 
their permit to the police 
or any authorized member 
of WIADCA upon request.

• Band leaders must 
ensure the safety of their 
band members by provid-
ing at least 10 marshals 

per 100 masqueraders 
during their participation 
on the parade route.

• Persons accompany-
ing floats may not stop 
and walk in the opposite 
direction of the bands.

• Band leaders must 
take responsibility to 
ensure that promotional 
items or otherwise should 
not be thrown from the 
truck (e.g. T-shirts, CDs 
etc.).

• Band leaders must 
restrict the participation 
of non-masqueraders.

• Artist trucks, adver-
tising trucks, and T-shirt 
bands are excluded from 
registration by WIADCA. 

• All bands will be vis-
ited by WIADCA officials 
and NYPD before final 
registration. 

• NYPD will provide 
escorts to Parkway to reg-
istered bands only!

• Loud music cannot 
be played on streets on the 
way back to Mas Camps! 

• Please use public 
transportation. All sub-
ways and buses in Brook-
lyn will connect to the 
parade area. Vehicles are 
discouraged, as there is no 
parking in the area.

• There will be a zero 
tolerance policy for nudi-
ty and indecent exposure. 
No strings, no thongs, no 
full body paint, no c-cup 
(under-pants) no wires 
(lower body) however, 
wire bras up to d-cups are 
permitted. Bands will be 
disqualified and escorted 
off the parade route for 
nudity, indecent behavior 
and exposure by any indi-
vidual, in or out of any 
band. No exceptions!

• Absolutely no alcohol-
ic beverages to be sold or 
carried on parade route.

• Spectators are not 
permitted to enter Park-
way route. No crossing 
on Eastern Parkway until 
there is a gap in the pro-
cession of floats and bands. 
Pedestrian crossing may 
be allowed at Nostrand, 
Bedford and Franklin ave-
nues, when the flow of the 
parade allows. Adults must 
be vigilant of small chil-
dren at all times. 

• All non-costumed 
persons in any band must 
move completely out of 
the bands before Classon 
Avenue. Only costumed 
members may be on stage 
for judging 

• All spectators and 
non-costumed persons 
must stay behind police 
barricades at all times!

• WIADCA reserves the 
right to use the names, 
images, and mas designs 
of the competitors to 
advertise and promote 
the future parade. WIAD-
CA reserves the right to 
record, film, videotape, 
broadcast, and to transmit 
via internet the proceed-
ings and performances of 
the parade. Acknowledge-
ment of images and mas 
designs will be made relat-
ed to the band.

• WIADCA will not be 
responsible for any inju-
ries caused by parade vehi-
cles off the parkway after 
the parade.

• Each band will be pro-
vided a specimen of the 
Acceptable Insurance Cer-
tificate for all trucks and 
floats that will be partici-
pating Labor Day Parade 

Follow the rules...

1.  Did you enter the US through the Border or by Using 
fraudulent document and you are now married to US Citizen 
or Green Card holder or have a relative over 21 years?

2.  Have been ordered deported or filed asylum in the past 
and was denied and now married to US Citizen or Green 
Card holder or have a relative over 21 years?

3.  Are you a skilled, humanitarian or professional or business 
immigrant (construction, medicals, religious, non-for-
profit etc) that need work permit and or green card?

4.  Are you having marital crisis, separation or divorce with 
your US Citizen or Green Card Spouse?

5.  Do you have criminal record affecting your immigration status 
or did you lost your green card to crime and want it back?

6.  Are you having Difficulty Removing condition on your 2 - 
Year Green Card?

7.  Are you a parent of U.S. Citizen that needs immigration 
relief?

8.  Do you have an approved brother or sister or parent’s 
petition and need to get your green card in the US?

9.  Are you dependent child or young person living with 
single parent or guardian?

10.  Navigating Immigration Court Proceedings

11.  Are you facing Citizenship Delays or Denials including 
inability to learn, speak, read or write English?

12.  Change and Extension of Status

13. Orphan and Adoption Petitions

14. Victims of Crimes Reliefs

15.  Uncontested Divorce: We may locate your spouse for you.

16.  Federal Court Action

To subscribe for latest issues on immigration. 
Send email to immigrantguide@gmail.com  

COMPLEX  
IMMIGRATION  
PROBLEMS?

WE WILL FIX THEM!

SALIS LAW P.C.
PHONE: (212) 655-5749

(212) 514-6141
FAX: (212) 742-0549 

1179 Eastern Parkway
1st Floor Brooklyn, NY 11213
(Between Utica and Rochester)
Take 4 or 3 Train to Utica / A Train  
to Utica to connect to Bus 46

Colorful display: A dancer shows off her colorful costume at the West In-
dian American Day Parade.. Photo by Paul Martinka
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along Eastern Parkway.
• All vehicles taking 

part in the parade must 
be insured separately with 
the policy naming WIAD-
CA as co-insured and the 
City of New York.

• Insurance coverage 
can be purchased at any 
insurance firm; however 
insurance certificates 
must be exact replicas of 
the specimen provided.

• Upon submission of 
insurance certificates, 
WIADCA reserves the 
right to verify coverage 
with their own insurance 
company. 

• Floats and all other 
vehicles must have WIAD-
CA permits, registration 
and (one) day insurance 
stickers to enter parade 
route. New York State 
Highway Police will be con-
ducting thorough inspec-
tions of all vehicles before 
entry on parade route. 
Inquire ASAP at WIADCA’s 
Office at 323 Rogers Ave. or 
call (718) 467-1797. 

• Trucks and floats 
with corporate advertis-
ing that are not registered 
with WIADCA will not be 
allowed to enter parade 
route.

• Vehicles are to display 
only the banners which 
have been approved and 
authorized by WIADCA.

• Band leaders are 
allowed a maximum of 
two vehicles and no more 
than one food truck on 
the Parkway, and no more 
than 15 adults on that 
truck during the parade.

• Band leaders and driv-
ers must not allow anyone 
to ride on the side of their 
trucks or floats. Band lead-
ers will be held responsible 
for any injuries caused by 
such action.

• Please be mindful of 
your neighbors! Do not 
block traffic! Do not park 
in people’s driveways! Do 
not block bands on parade 
route! Do not jump in oth-
ers’ Mas Bands.

• All operators and driv-
ers must have valid license 
to present to highway 
inspectors.

• All vehicles must have 
valid inspection stickers.

• Operator and driver 
should have proof of valid 
insurance.

• Brake lights and tail-
lights must be clearly vis-
ible at all times.

• Brake lights shall be 

in proper working order.
• The coupling device 

(if applicable) must be in 
proper working order.

• All floats and trucks 
must have wheel guards 
on rear wheels.

• Tires should be in 
good condition.

• Vehicle load (speakers) 
must be safely secured.

• No object shall extend 
past the front, back or 
sides of the vehicle.

• WIADCA and NYPD 
advise utilizing 18-wheel-
er, low-bed trailers.

• No flammable liquid 
may be carried or stored 
on floats or trailers.

• Floats must have 
protective coverings the 
length of trailer to cover 
wheels (front to back).

• Sound trucks-floats 
must install mirrors that 
eliminate blind spots 
around the vehicle.

• Only persons affili-
ated with the music are 
permitted on any float or 
sound truck.

• No person may board 
a moving sound truck, 
float or other parade vehi-
cle.

• No person may dis-
tribute promotional items 
from floats or trailers that 
are either moving or sta-
tionary on route.

• No one is allowed to 
“throw” gifts to spectators 
at any time or place! Any-
one doing so will be fined 
by NYPD.

• Children under 16 
years old are not permit-
ted on floats.

• Safety marshals must 
be easily identified by 
wearing distinctive cloth-
ing.

• All bands must have 
an adequate number of 
marshals for band size.

• Supply vehicles must 
maintain a safe distance 
between themselves and 
the parade float.

• Alcohol consumption 

is strictly prohibited on 
trailers and parade route.

• All music trucks must 
have guards on all wheels, 
properly secured and have 
constructed railings that 
do not obstruct the driv-
er’s view.

• Load height: nothing 
higher than 13.6 feet from 
street level will be allowed. 
No exceptions.

• To facilitate turning 
corners, hinged covers 
are to be built where cab 
wheels join flatbed trailer.

• All truck-cabs must 
be properly cordoned-off 
for safety reasons.

• Railings built around 
truck-trays must be strong 
and secured with specifi-
cations as per NYPD and 
highway police.

• For safety and secu-
rity reasons only persons 
relating to music and per-
formances will be allowed 
on trucks by NYPD.

• Anyone needing help, 
contact NYPD personnel 
wearing blue jackets or 
white shirts.

• Competitors appear-
ing before the judges in 
the King-Queen Individ-
ual Competitions must 
wear the costume or be 
carrying the costume. The 
costume must be at least 
10 feet wide and seven feet 
high, and can be support-
ed by at least two wheels.

• The person registered 
to take part in the com-
petition must be the per-
son carrying the costume. 
Any change of competitor 
must be brought to the 
attention of the Mas Com-
mittee chairperson and 
the judges prior to judg-
ing.

• Competitors will be 
disqualified if they are 
called three times to move 
into position and do not 
do so. Refusal to obey the 
instructions and directives 
of the WIADCA official will 
result in disqualification.

to a grand ol’ time!

Wings aloft: A dancer shows off her plumage.
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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Giselle Fritz & Associ-
ates present “Because We 
Fly” for this year’s Junior 
Carnival in Brooklyn. The 
band’s title was inspired 
by nature’s beauty.

Band leader Fritz 
explained that while 
relaxing on some rocks 
by a lake in the Poconos 
in Pennsylvania with her 
family they had the most 
unexpected and mesmer-

izing experience of their 
lives.

“We saw, what we 
thought was a dazzling, 
twisting, rain cloud 
approaching. As it got 
closer we saw hundreds 
of birds, seemingly 
fledglings of varying 
hues and sizes moving 
gracefully and swiftly, 
all in one direction,” 
said Fritz. What a spec-

tacle! What a phenom-
enal experience!

She said immediately 
the family began putting 
names to the glimpse 
we got of the colors that 
adorned the sky. Names 
of birds poured out.

According to the lead-
er, the youngest of the 
group said, “we could not 
look so pretty, because 
we walk.”

“I thought of this 
statement and the experi-
ence and married both. 
Something snapped in 
my thoughts and the 
name of the band was 
born-’Because We Fly,’” 
said Fritz.

“Since my aim is a 
small band in the Jun-
ior Category, I thought 
of simple birds — the 
canary, the blue jay, the 
peacock and the flamingo 
that could represent four 
sections. I began work-
ing on the idea,” said the 
band leader.

Cheryl Celestine, who 
joined the band this year, 
will use her love for Jun-
ior Carnival to present 
the enchanted peacock 

section. She conducted 
a weekend workshop for 
WIADCA and is an asset 
to the development of the 
carnival.

The sections will be 
presented in beautiful 
costumes made in deli-
cate fabrics and colors of 
varying hues. The simple 

formation could be easily 
interpreted by the eyes of 
a child.

The band Giselle Fritz 
& Associates continues 
to be all-inclusive so par-
ents are free to enjoy the 
parade. It placed first in 
last year’s presentation. 
The junior male partici-

pant also placed first.
According to Fritz this 

year the band looks for-
ward to a healthy, suc-
cessful, safe and enjoy-
able Junior Carnival for 
all participants.

Contact: Giselle: 347 
737 9326; Cheryl: 347 423 
8645.

Giselle Fritz & Associates present ‘Because We Fly’

Candice Fritz and Shevonne Hannibal in a por-
trayal of the Canary. Giselle Fritz & Associates

The fl amingo in the sky is a sight to behold. Giselle Fritz & Associates

Kamayah Saul portrays a Blue Jay in celestial motion as it soars in the sky.
Giselle Fritz & Associates
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Text GET SCREENED to 81336  
or visit NYBreastCancerHelp.com

Early detection is the best cancer treatment. A new law signed by Governor 
Cuomo makes screenings free and extends hours during mornings, evenings 
and weekends. Find free breast cancer screenings near you.
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