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PORTIA 
SIGNALS 
CHANGE

New era in Jamaican politics 
set to begin nest year

Athlete of the Year
President of the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)Sebas-
tian Coe, right, presents  Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, with the “2016 Athlete of the 
Year Award”, during the 2016 World Athletics Gala Awards, Friday, Dec. 2, 2016, in 
Monaco. See story on page 45. Associated Press / Claude Paris

By Nelson A. King 
On the heels of a disappoint-

ing election on Nov. 8, United 
States Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(NY-08) has been elected by 
his colleagues to serve on the 
Democratic leadership team 
for the 115th Congress.

Jeffries, who represents 
parts of Brooklyn and Queens, 
received an overwhelming 
126 votes of support from his 
peers.

He will help lead the mes-
saging apparatus for House 
Democrats as co-chair of the 

Democratic Policy and Com-
munications Committee 
(DPCC). 

In that role, Jeffries said 
he will focus on “sharpening 
the legislative and communi-
cations strategy” in the face 

Jeffries elected to US House Democratic leadership

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
The Jamaican political 

landscape is bracing for yet 
another major changing of the 
guard because the island’s first 
woman prime minister and 
opposition leader is about to 
step down, opening the way for 
a protracted fight among the 
party’s top brass to replace her.

Portia Simpson Miller 
announced a few days ago that 
she plans to quit the presi-
dency of the 78-year-old Peo-
ple’s National Party (PNP), less 
than a year after her and the 
PNP narrowly lost general elec-
tions to perennial nemesis, the 
Jamaica Labor Party (JLP).

Never fully embraced by the 

middle and upper echelons 
of Jamaica’s highly class and 
color-conscious society, Simp-
son Miller survived fierce chal-
lenges to her leadership of the 
PNP during the 10 years she 
served as president.

She now appears to have 
bowed to the rising crescendo 
from the party and the Jamai-
can elite to call it quits and to 
By Martin Khor

Martin Khor is executive 
director of the South Centre, 
a think tank for developing 
countries, based in Geneva.

PENANG, Dec 5 2016 (IPS) 
- What kind of trade policy will 
the United States have under 

Continued on Page 6
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By Dawn Plummer
New York City is now a different 

and better place when compared to 
the nineties said the New York City 
Commissioner of Police, James P. 
O’Neil recently. 

Commissioner O’Neil made these 
remarks while delivering the featured 
address at the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce, business and community 
meeting at Tamdon School of Engineers, 
NYU, Downtown Brooklyn, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. O’Neil in his opening remarks 
highlighted the long and hard efforts of 
the New York City Police Force working 
to fight crime. He said the police depart-
ment did not give up and as a result the 
city has seen a reduction in crime. Com-
missioner O’Neil said that for over the 
last 25 to 30 years, the New York Police 
Department battled the problem and 
today’s decline is the result.   

The Neighborhood Coordination 
Officers program implemented by the 
NYPD is another area for concentration 
for the department, he remarked. “This 
is a sure way to help fight crime in New 
York City,” the commissioner added. “We 
have to evolve, otherwise we will not 
make the city better and safer.” The com-
missioner said, although crime is down, 
2016 is not the best the city has seen. 
“We were able to control fatal shoot-
ing and burglary is down. However, the 
community must get involved and know 
their precincts and their precinct com-
manders.  As crime is a serious business, 
requiring the involvement of everyone,” 
O’Neil stated.

On the issue of terrorism, O’Neil 
said the resources for counterter-
rorism are in place to combat vio-
lent incidents and engaging in com-
munity policing will keep the situa-
tion down, he noted. Commissioner 
O’Neil asked New York City residents 
to reach out to the police even by 
saying “hello,” he added. “If you see 
something say it, report it so we can 
investigate, if you have video reveal 
them,” he suggested.  

Fighting
crime requires 

community 
support

By Nelson A. King
The United States Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) says over 
200 Haitians have been deported in 
the last several weeks, as the Obama 
administration has resumed deporta-
tion of Haitians living illegally in the 
country.

DHS Secretary Jeh Johnson said 
on Nov. 22 that the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency, 
which falls under DHS’ jurisdiction, 
also “plans to significantly expand 
removal operations in the coming 
weeks.” 

But Johnson said Haitian nationals 
currently covered by Temporary Pro-
tected Status (TPS) are unaffected by 
the resumption of deportation to the 
French-speaking Caribbean country. 

“Specifically, those Haitian nationals 

who have been continuously residing 
in the United States since Jan. 12, 2011 
and currently hold TPS may remain in 
the United States and are not subject to 
removal,” he said in a statement. “These 
beneficiaries also remain eligible for 
employment authorization.”

Johnson said TPS for Haitian nation-
als has been extended through July 22, 
2017, adding, however, that “recently, 
we have seen an increase in the num-
bers of those apprehended on the south-
ern border.”

He said he has instructed border 
security and immigration enforcement 
personnel “to take steps to keep pace 
with this increase.”

As a result, the DHS secretary said 
there are currently about 41,000 immi-
grants in United States immigration 
detention facilities, including over 

4,400 Haitians. Typically, the number in 
immigration detention is about 31,000 
to 34,000, he said. 

“I have authorized ICE to acquire 
additional detention space so that those 
apprehended at the border and not 
eligible for humanitarian relief can be 
detained and sent home as soon as pos-
sible,” Johnson said. “We must enforce 
the immigration laws consistent with 
our priorities.  

“Those who attempt to enter our 
country illegally must know that, con-
sistent with our laws and our values, 
we must and we will send you back,” he 
affirmed. 

Following the tragic earthquake that 
struck Haiti in January 2010, John-
son noted that ICE ceased deporting 
Haitians living illegally in the United 
States.

US deports over 200 Haitians in last several weeks

By Tangerine Clarke 
Hundreds turned out last Monday 

night for a candlelight vigil, and called 
for justice for Guyanese-American 
Alastasia Bryan, a 25-year-old correc-
tion officer of the Anna M. Kross Cent-
er on Rikers Island, who was brutally 
murder in her car at the corner of 73rd 
Street and Avenue L, in the Flatlands 
section of Brooklyn.

Mother, Ingrid Bryan was comfort-
ed by Guyanese-born Senator Roxanne 
Persaud and Guyana Consul General, 
Barbara Atherly as the grieving moth-
er, muttered “Alastsia was a wonderful 
daughter.”

“My daughter doesn’t do anything 
except comes and goes from work. Work 
was all she cared about,” Bryan’s moth-
er told the Daily News at the crime 
scene on Sunday night.

Brooklyn Advocate Anthony Her-
bert said the city has failed the fam-
ily of officer Bryan, and questioned 
why Mayor Bill De Blasio did not 
make a house call. “Is it because this 
family is from the Caribbean, or is it 
because they are black, that you did 
not show any respect by coming to 
see this family, Mr. Mayor,” blasted 
Herbert.   

“At the end of the day they bleed red 
too, you have to show this community 
the same kind of respect. You need to 
check yourself. If you want to celebrate 
getting black votes, then come and see 
black people,” added Herbert in a loud 
tone of voice.

“There is nothing more important 
than us standing behind correction 
officers, and this family, based on 
what has taken place. We are not 
going to speculate, we will let the 
police department do their investiga-
tion.” 

“We are going to stand behind this 
family and let them know they are not 
by themselves. Their daughter made 
the ultimate sacrifice doing her job 
in the community, and unfortunately, 
somebody took her life away,” said Her-
bert, adding that, “a 25-year-old is no 
longer with us.” 

“We stand with law enforcement 
groups to say enough is enough with 
gun violence. You have to put these 

guns down. If you want to take a life, 
take your own, you took somebody’s 
child off this planet,” bellowed Herbert, 
giving respect to correction officers 
whom he said sacrifice their lives for 
the community.

The vocal community activist ques-
tioned crime statistics that states crime 
was on the decline in black communi-
ties, and blasted the city stating that 
Bryan should not have been killed.

Candle light vigil, $50,000 reward for 
Guyanese correction officer’s murder

Former Correction Offi cer Alastasia Bryan. Correction Department website

New York City Police Department 
Chief of Department James O’Neill 
speaks during a news conference, 
in New York’s City Hall.   

                Associated Press / Mary Altaffer, File
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PLAY …  Over 5,500 Games! 
DINE …  Sandwiches & Steaks!
UNWIND … Free Entertainment!
 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 114201 • 1-888-888-8801 •  rwnewyork.com
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Caribbean
The United States Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) is moving to 
increase airport safety and certification 
in the Caribbean region.

The FFA has introduced a new ini-
tiative, along with its Caribbean part-
ners and International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO), will also work to 
improve the region’s air-traffic-flow-
management activities and collabora-
tive decision-making process.

The initiative will also help imple-
ment ICAO’s guidelines across the 
Caribbean, which is 
expected to witness 
five to six percent 
more air-traffic o0ver 
the next 20 years.

The FAA said more than 17 percent of 
international flights currently depart-
ing from the United States are headed 
for destinations in the Caribbean, while 
various other flights transit the Carib-
bean airspace between North and South 
America.

Anguilla
LIAT has cut it services to Anguilla 

and Nevis, weeks after airline executives 
announced that the carrier would have 
to discontinue unprofitable routes.

The executives said in a statement 
issued recently that 
LIAT would not renew 
an arrangement with 
Caribbean Helicop-
ters of Antigua, which 
facilitated airlift to the 
two small islands.

LIAT’s Chief Commercial Officer, 
Lloyd Carswell said, “as we continue to 
pursue our relentless pursuit of opera-
tional efficiency and profitability, both 
us and our partner, Caribbean Heli-
copters, have decided not to extend the 
arrangement.”

Bahamas
The Pan American Development 

Foundation (PADF) is launching a 
women’s imitative for nonviolence in 
the Bahamas. The United States gov-
ernment is funding the project.

A 2015 report published by the min-
istry of social services and community 

development noted that in the Baha-
mas Gender-based violence “constitutes 
a major public health issue.”

Three Caribbean countries have 
among the highest recorded incidents 
of rape in the world — The Bahamas 
followed by St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines and Jamaica according to the 
report.

The Women’s Ini-
tiative for Non-Vio-
lence and Develop-
ment (WIND) seeks to 
improve the capacity 
of law enforcement, the justice sector 
and communities to respond to and 
prevent gender-based violence in The 
Bahamas.

The initiative aims to raise awareness 
and share information and best prac-
tices among agencies in order to better 
address this issue.

PADF recently hosted four confer-
ences around the United Nations’ Inter-
national Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women.

This year’s United Nations observ-
ance highlights the need for funding for 
initiatives that prevent and end gender-
based violence.

Barbados
The Barbados government is insti-

tuting new border control technology 
at the Grantley Adams International 
Airport come next year to speed up the 
processing of arriving passengers.

Minister with responsibility for Immi-
gration, Senator Darcy Boyce speaking 
at a citizenship induction ceremony 
recently assured immigration officers 
that the new technology would not 
threaten their jobs.

He revealed that 14 automated pass-

port control (APC) kiosks were being 
installed in the arrival hall and the 20 
immigration counters currently in use 
would be maintained.

Boyce said the booths, which are 
expected to be operational from Febru-
ary 2017, will initially be available for 
use by Barbadians and persons with 
permanent status in Barbados.

The minister said 
passengers opting to 
use the booths would 
spend an estimated 90 
seconds completing 
the process. Officers would be on hand 
to assist anyone who needs it.

Boyce said that handling the admin-
istrative part of the inspection at the 
kiosks was expected to result in pas-
sengers being cleared four times faster 
than with the traditional process.

Cuban leader laid to rest
Placed in a small coffi n covered by a Cuban fl ag the ashes of Cuban leader Fidel Castro are driven along the streets of Havana, Cuba, 

Wednesday Nov. 30, 2016. Castro’s ashes have begun a four-day journey across Cuba from Havana to their fi nal resting place in the 

eastern city of Santiago.           Associated Press / Enric Marti, File

Continued on Page 21
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito to pass the 

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel for 

low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Speaker Viverito at 1-844-655-7463 
and urge her to pass the Right to Council 
bill now!
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

President Donald Trump? This 
is a hot issue, as Trump has 
made unorthodox pronounce-
ments on trade issues during 
and after the election campaign. 
If he acts on even some of the 
positions he took, it will create a 
sea change in trade policy in the 
US and possibly the world.

Trump has recently empha-
sised that he will take the US 
out of the Trans Pacific Part-
nership Agreement (TPPA) on 
his first day of office, and 
renegotiate the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA).

He called them a disaster 
for the US. He was probably 
referring to the claim that 
many of manufacturing jobs 
lost in the US in recent years 
were due to free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) and the over-
seas relocation of US com-
panies. He is also probably 
blaming trade agreements for 
the US’ huge trade deficits.

Most economists howev-

er have a different view. They 
attribute US job losses mainly to 
technological change.

There are legitimate fears 
that Trump’s “Put America 
First” slogan, when applied to 
trade, will lead to an increase in 
trade protectionism.

Trump has threatened to raise 
tariffs on products from China 
and Mexico by as much as 45 
percent. Trump in his campaign 
accused China of being a “cur-
rency manipulator.” If a country 
is so labelled by the Treasury 
Department it could be grounds 
under US law to slap extra tariffs 

on its products.
President Obama came under 

pressure from many Congress 
members and economists to do 
just that, but he smartly resisted 
as he realised it would trig-
ger a very nasty trade war with 
China.

It is possible Trump will also 
climb down from this populist 
stance once he is president. For 
a start, China’s currency is not 
under-valued and currently its 
government is trying to prevent 
(not encourage) its currency 
from further sliding.

Secondly, taking trade action 

against China on currency 
grounds would be against the 
rules of WTO, and China should 
be able to successfully take a 
WTO case against the US for any 
such action.

Finally, China has warned it 
will retaliate if the US were to 
take protectionist actions. An 
article in the Beijing-based Glo-
bal Times spelled out how the  
country would cancel its orders 
of Boeing aircraft, restrict US 
auto and I-phone sales in China 
and halt US soybean and maize 
imports, while a number of US 
industries would be impaired.

Simpson 
to quit in 

September
Continued from page 1

House 
Dems

Continued from page 1 

(Left) Portia Simpson Miller, leader of the People’s National Party, speaks to supporters dur-
ing the victory rally of the parliamentary elections in Kingston, Jamaica, late Thursday, Dec. 
29, 2011.  (Right) Peter Phillips is greeted by supporters Saturday, Feb. 25, 2006 in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Associated Press / Collin Reid, File

of Donald Trump’s Elec-
toral College victory. 

Reps. David Cicilline 
(RI-1) and Cheri Bustos 
(IL-17) were also elected 
to co-chair the DPCC. 

“For too many hard-
working families, the 
American dream is 
increasingly out of 
reach,” Jeffries said. 
“Wage stagnation, under-
employment, the explod-
ing cost of a college edu-
cation and the erosion of 
pensions have left many 
without hope.” 

“House Democrats 
have the best game plan 
to address the economic 
pain felt by hardworking 
Americans,” he added. 
“It’s now time for us to 
execute it.”

In the 114th Congress, 
Jeffries sat on the Judici-
ary Committee, and the 
Education and Workforce 
Committee, and served 
as Whip of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus.
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FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25
VALID 12/9-12/10/2016. PLUS, FREE RETURNS.  EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

DEALS OF THE DAY
SPECIALLY SELECTED ITEMS PRICED SO LOW YOU DON’T NEED A SAVINGS PASS!  

AVAILABLE ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS!

SAT, DEC. 1O, 8AM-11PM
ALSO SHOP FRIDAY, DEC. 9, 8AM-11PM 

HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

50%-80% OFF STOREWIDE

ONE DAY SALE

OR, USE THIS SAVINGS PASS FRIDAY OR SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

Excludes ALL: cosmetics/fragrances, Deals of the Day, Doorbusters/web busters, electrics/electronics, Everyday Values (EDV), furniture/mattresses, Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, rugs, 
specials, Super Buys, Breville, Coach, Dyson, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, Michael 
Kors Studio, Michele watches, Natori, Sam Edelman, Samsung watches, Shun, Stuart Weitzman, The North Face, Theory, Tumi, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford, Wüsthof, Tory Burch, UGG, 
littleBits, 3Doodler, Movado Bold, M by Macy’s Marketplace, athletic clothing, shoes & accessories, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
previous purchases, select licensed depts., services, special orders, special purchases, tech watches/jewelry/accessories, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/
coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an 
item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

VALID 12/9 ’TIL 2PM OR 12/10/16 ’TIL 2PM

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$1O OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$2O OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE. 

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

VALID 12/9 ’TIL 2PM OR 12/10/16 ’TIL 2PM

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/9-12/10/2016. MERCHANDISE WILL ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/2/17, EXCEPT AS NOTED.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine.
The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible. 

HOW IT WORKS: For any single transaction of $50 or more you make in store 12/9-12/15 or online 12/9-12/14/2016, we’ll give you a $10 (spend $50-74.99), $15 (spend $75-99.99), $20 (spend $100-149.99), $30 
(spend $150-199.99) or $40 (spend $200 or more) Macy’s Money Reward Card at the register.  EXCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES: Apple Products, tech watches/jewelry/accessories, gift cards, services & 
fees, sales tax, macybed, all phone & live chat orders, lease depts, restaurants, international orders, online backorders, e-gifting orders. USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD from 12/16-12/24/16. May not
be: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account.  If a purchase used to accumulate Macy’s Money is returned, your return may result in a
reduction of the value of your Macy’s Money Reward Card and/or a reduction of your total refund amount. The remaining balance of your Macy’s Money Reward Card will reflect the Macy’s Money amount you 
qualify for after deducting the returned item(s) from your original purchase amount. For more information, go to macys.com/macysmoney

get $1O FOR EVERY $5O YOU SPEND
IN STORE 12/9-12/15 & ONLINE 12/9-12/14.  
GET UP TO $40 MACY’S MONEY. See below. 
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5 boroughs of NYC plus Westchester.
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Congresswoman Yvette D. 

Clarke on Wednesday celebrated the 
92nd birthday of the late Caribbean 
American Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm, the first Black woman and 
Caribbean American to enter the race 
for president of the United States. 

“Today, we celebrate the 92nd birth-
day of my esteemed predecessor, the 
Honorable Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm. A woman proud of her Car-
ibbean heritage and her membership in 
the renowned Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc., her voice was a call to action 
in the Civil Rights Movement to insist 
that women must have an opportunity 
to assume positions of leadership,” said 
Clarke who represents the 9th Congres-
sional District in Brooklyn.  

Chisholm, born in Brooklyn in 1924 
to Barbadian and Guyanese parents, 
was renowned for becoming the first 
Black congresswoman (1968), repre-
senting the then 11th Congressional 
District in Brooklyn for seven, two-year 
terms. With redistricting, the 11th Con-
gressional District has now become the 
9th Congressional District. 

In 1972, the out-spoken Chisholm, whose 
husband was Jamaican, was an activist who 
was elected to New York State Assembly in 
1964. Chisholm broke many barriers as a 

community advocate and legislator. 
Clarke said Chisholm’s achievements 

in the United States Congress were 
“extensive,” listing, among her achieve-
ments, the establishment of nutrition 
assistance programs; expanded health 
services for parents and children; 
increases in the minimum wage; lit-
eracy training; the protection of the 
right to vote; support for veterans of the 
armed forces; and providing opportuni-
ties for women to succeed in college, 
graduate school, and collegiate and pro-
fessional sports with the enactment of 
Title IX. 

Clarke celebrates 92nd 
birthday of late Chisholm

Shirley Chisholm. Associated Press

By Nelson A. King 
The United Nations says Caribbean 

countries were among more than 190 
countries at a major conference in Mex-
ico in pledging to step up efforts to 
integrate biodiversity into the policies 
of their forests, fisheries, tourism and 
agriculture sectors.

The UN said on Sunday that countries 
adopted the Cancun Declaration, named 
after the Mexican city where the 13th 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
to Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), known as “COP13,” is being held. 

“The Declaration represents an 
unprecedented recognition from the 
international community that biodiver-
sity protection must involve different 
governmental and economic sectors 
and not just environment ministries,” 
the UN said. 

“The Cancun Declaration, and the 
powerful commitments made here 
at the High Level Segment send a 
strong signal that countries are ready to 
achieve the Aichi Targets,,” said Braulio 

Ferreira de Souza Dias, Executive Sec-
retary of the CBD, referring to the 20 
biodiversity targets that Parties to the 
CBD are meant to achieve by 2020. 

During the two-day High-Level Seg-
ment of the meeting known COP13, 
the UN said countries participated in 
roundtables discussing how the fish-
eries, tourism, forestry and agricul-
tural sectors can take biodiversity into 
account and how they can contribute to 
its protection and conservation. 

“For the first time, through the efforts 
of all parties, we are really speaking 
meaningfully to one another about the 
real value of biodiversity to tourism, to 
agriculture, to forestry, to fisheries – to 
the very lifeblood of our economies,” said 
Erik Solheim, the Executive Director of 
the UN Environment Program (UNEP).

In addition to the Cancun Declara-
tion, the UN said various countries 
announced on Saturday their own com-
mitments to accelerate action to meet 
the Targets’ deadline in less than four 
years. 

Caribbean joins in adopting 
Cancun Declaration
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By Martin Khor
Martin Khor is executive 

director of the South Centre, 
a think tank for developing 
countries, based in Geneva.

PENANG, Dec 5 2016 (IPS) 
- What kind of trade policy will 
the United States have under 
President Donald Trump? This 
is a hot issue, as Trump has 
made unorthodox pronounce-
ments on trade issues during 
and after the election cam-
paign. If he acts on even some 
of the positions he took, it will 
create a sea change in trade 
policy in the US and possibly 
the world.

Trump has recently empha-
sised that he will take the US 
out of the Trans Pacific Part-
nership Agreement (TPPA) 
on his first day of office, and 
renegotiate the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA).

He called them a disaster for 
the US. He was probably refer-
ring to the claim that many of 
manufacturing jobs lost in the 
US in recent years were due to 
free trade agreements (FTAs) 
and the overseas relocation of 
US companies. He is also prob-
ably blaming trade agreements 
for the US’ huge trade deficits.

Most economists however 
have a different view. They 
attribute US job losses mainly 
to technological change.

There are legitimate fears 
that Trump’s “Put America 
First” slogan, when applied to 
trade, will lead to an increase 

in trade protectionism.
Trump has threatened to 

raise tariffs on products from 
China and Mexico by as much 
as 45 percent. Trump in his 
campaign accused China of 
being a “currency manipula-
tor.” If a country is so labelled 
by the Treasury Department 
it could be grounds under US 
law to slap extra tariffs on its 
products.

President Obama came 
under pressure from many 
Congress members and econo-
mists to do just that, but he 
smartly resisted as he realised 
it would trigger a very nasty 
trade war with China.

It is possible Trump will also 
climb down from this populist 
stance once he is president. 
For a start, China’s currency 
is not under-valued and cur-
rently its government is trying 
to prevent (not encourage) its 
currency from further sliding.

Secondly, taking trade 
action against China on cur-
rency grounds would be against 
the rules of WTO, and China 
should be able to successfully 
take a WTO case against the 
US for any such action.

Finally, China has warned 
it will retaliate if the US were 
to take protectionist actions. 
An article in the Beijing-based 
Global Times spelled out how 
the  country would cancel 
its orders of Boeing aircraft, 
restrict US auto and I-phone 
sales in China and halt US 
soybean and maize imports, 

while a number of US indus-
tries would be impaired.

But if an across-the-board 
tariff hike is out of the ques-
tion, the Trump administra-
tion is likely to consider taking 
more trade-remedy action on a 
range of products from China 
and other countries by claim-
ing they are being dumped or 
unfairly subsidised.

There are loopholes in the 
WTO rules on trade reme-
dies which have made these 
a favourite protectionist tool. 
A country can slap on high 
tariffs against an imported 
good from another country 
by claiming its price is artifi-
cially low because it has been 
“dumped” (exported at a price 
lower than the domestic price) 
or unfairly subsidised by the 
state.

But if the exporting coun-
try complains and a WTO 
panel rules that the actions 
were wrongly taken, there is 
no penalty imposed against 
the offending country which 
is only asked to lift the tar-
iff. Meanwhile the aggrieved 
country has lost many years 
of export earnings. Moreover, 
the same actions can again be 
taken against the same coun-
try, thus perpetuating the pro-
tection.

We may see a rise in such 
trade-remedy actions under 
President Trump, especially if 
he is counselled against tak-
ing the more blatant route of 

imposing an all-out tariff wall.
But we can also expect tit-

for-tat counter-action of the 
same type by the affected 
countries, in a global spiral of 
protectionism.  That will be in 
nobody’s interest.

The new Trump presidency 
is also expected to usher in 
a major change in how the 
US (and eventually many other 
countries) will perceive free 
trade agreements. Trump’s 
objection to the TTPA and 
NAFTA seems to be based on 
the issue of goods trade, that 
the template of these agree-
ments seems to favour the 
exports of the partner coun-
tries at the expense of the US.

Trump said he would instead 
“negotiate fair bilateral deals 
that bring jobs and industry 
back.” This appears to be neo-
mercantilist and against the 
free-trade principle, but it is 
this kind of “America-first” 
populism that helped propel 
him to power.

If the new US policy moves 
in this direction, what is to 
prevent other countries from 
doing likewise? “Free trade” or 
“fair trade” will be interpreted 
by each country in ways that 
favour it, and many of the 
present rules will have to be 
set aside.

However the FTAs are much 
more than trade, and they 
became unpopular with the 
public in the US and elsewhere 
not only because of the threat 
of cheap imports taking over 
the market of local producers, 
but also because of the non-
trade issues that are embedded 
in most recent FTAs, includ-
ing FTAs between developed 
countries, and those between 
developed and developing 
countries.

If the new US policy moves 
in this direction, what is to 
prevent other countries from 
doing likewise? “Free trade” or 

“fair trade” will be interpreted 
by each country in ways that 
favour it, and many of the 
present rules will have to be 
set aside.

One of these issues include 
investment rules aimed at lib-
eralising foreign investment 
and financial flows, with an 
especially controversial sec-
tion that gives rights to for-
eign investors to take cases 
and make claims against the 
host government in an inter-
national tribunal.

Another issue is the 
strengthening of intellectu-
al property rules that favour 
multinational companies at 
the expense of local consum-
ers. A most unpopular effect 
is a tremendous rise in the 
cost of some patented medi-
cines through the additional 
curbing of competition from 
cheaper generic drugs.

Other issues include the 
opening up government pro-
curement to foreign firms on a 
national-treatment basis, thus 
reducing the share of local 
businesses in this huge sector; 
the liberalisation of the serv-
ices sectors, which for some 
countries may affect the cost 
of basic services that are nor-
mally performed by the public 
sector;  and, in the most recent 
FTAs, the establishment of new 
rules overseeing the policies 
and behaviour of state-owned 
enterprises.

The structure of this kind 
of North-South FTAs is main-
ly unfavourable to developing 
countries in general.  While 
a developing country can get 
some benefits on the trade 
component through better 
market access to the developed 
country, the non-trade issues 
are usually against their inter-
ests as the developed countries 
are far stronger and have the 
upper hand in the areas of 

OP-ED

Rethinking trade policy and 
protectionism in the Trump era
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The new Trump 
presidency is also 
expected to usher 
in a major change 

in how the US (and 
eventually many 

other countries) will 
perceive free trade 

agreements.
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The last month of the year 
arrived with the advent of 
Christmas, Kwanzaa and Han-
nuka. Truly, it is the season for 
everything festive. And almost 
12 days into the month, doubts 
of a gift from “my true love” 
handing over 12 Drummers 
Drumming, 11 Pipers Piping, 
10 Lords a Leaping, 9 Ladies 
Dancing, 8 Maids a Milking, 7 
Swans a Swimming, 6 Geese 
a Laying, 5 Golden Rings, 4 
Calling Birds, 3 French Hens, 2 
Turtle Doves or a Partridge in a 
Pear Tree may be may be wish-
ful thinking.

Far more tangible are many 
outstanding holiday treats in 
and around New York City.

 Among them, the annual 
Radio City Music Hall Christ-
mas Spectacular which runs at 
the landmark showplace until 
Jan. 2, 2017.

Once again, the Rockettes 
will daily kick up excitement 
for entire families, tourists 
and fans that are guaranteed 
holiday feasts. Santa arrives 
with his reindeers in visual 
3-D reality, and digital, float-
ing snowflakes and the NYC 
tour through Central Park pro-

vide ogling stares of amaze-
ment when ice-skating and a 
menagerie of animals parade 
the stage during the nativity to 
make this the very best gift of 
the season.

For more information, log 
onto www.rockettes.com 

“Oh what Fun It is To 
Ride…”

Individuals and families who 
have taken The Ride around 
the theater district already 
know the exhilarating experi-
ence of touring with a talking 
bus that stops at intervals to 
allow sidewalk, street perform-
ers to act-out surprise treats. 

Celebrating the celestial 
lights of Christmas, Hanukkah 
and Kwanza the holiday Ride 
will run until Jan. 8. 2017.

Already rolling, The Ride’s 
Holiday Edition is transform-
ing the streets of Manhattan 
into a virtual stage for superla-
tive surprises that has marked 

its unique reputation since it 
began five years ago.

Guided by two hosts while 
adding its own award-winning 
actors, singers and dancers to 
the crowded mix on the street, 
the huge motor coaches deliver 
a show worthy of the standing 
ovations and group euphoria 
that result at the end of each 
trip.  

The motor coaches are 
events in their own right.  

According to spokesperson 
Judy Jacksina “The Ride Holi-
day Edition wraps New York in 
a big bow for you, your fam-
ily and your friends to open 
together.”  

For more information, log 
onto www. Experiencetheride.
com.

On Broadway – Two must 
see musicals during the season 
will add up to all the 12 days of 
goodies the musical heralded 
by promises in a holiday Christ-

mas song.
“The Color Purple” and 

“A Bronx Tale” delightfully 
entrance gift-seekers to a time 
and place only the Great White 
way could recreate with such 

believability.
Starring Cynthia Errivo and 

Jennifer Holiday (only a name 
with coincidence), the revival 
of the Pulitzer Prize winning 

Advent of Christmas, Kwanzaa & Hannukah

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, center, kicks his leg as he poses 
with members of the Radio City Rockettes, Jessica Davison, 
far left, Lauren Renck, second from left, Christine Sienicki, 
second from right, and Christine Walsh-Warren, far right, 
after he blessed camels, sheep and a donkey, Tuesday Nov. 
1, 2016, in New York. The animals, arriving for their fi rst day 
of rehearsal, will appear in the nativity scene of the “Christ-
mas Spectacular Starring the Radio City Rockettes.”   

                Associated Press / Bebeto Matthews

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on page 17
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Pro-development trade agenda
OP-ED

investment, intellectual property, serv-
ices and procurement.

However, civil society groups in the 
developed countries also find the non-
trade issues against the public interest. 
For example, the investor-state dispute 
system undermines the ability of these 
countries to set their own environmen-
tal or health policies, and the tight-
er intellectual property rules impede 
access to medicines and knowledge in 
these advanced countries as well.

Through the recent FTAs, sensitive 
areas and issues that were previously 
under the purview of the national gov-
ernment are now subjected to new and 
intrusive rules that cramp the space 
that countries (whether in the South 
or North) normally have to set their 
own policies.

Both the trade and non-trade issues 
have made the “trade agreements” 
highly controversial. Civil society 
groups in developing countries have 
been expressing their concerns that 
the public interest and national sover-
eignty are being undermined.

At the same time, the public in 
developed countries, including in the 
US, Europe, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and Japan, have become dis-
illusioned and even outraged by the 
effects of the FTAs their governments 
signed or proposed.

The anti-FTA movement became 
so strong in the US that it helped 
boost the unexpectedly good showing 
by Bernie Sanders in the Democratic 
primaries, pressurised Hillary Clinton 
to pledge her  opposition to the TPP, 
and enabled Trump to ride on and add 
to the “anti-trade” emotions in his  
campaign.

The heightened focus on trade policy 
during and after the US elections is a 
good time to review what works and 
what does not work for the public inter-
est in trade agreements.

It is becoming clear that trade agree-
ments have become overloaded with 
many issues that do not  belong to an 
agreement originally designed for trade 
in goods.

For example, there is a history and 
logic to the “non-discrimination” and 
“national treatment” principles estab-
lished for trade in goods among coun-
tries, and even then there is a debate on 
the conditions under which the  appli-
cation of these principles bring about 
mutual benefits  in trade.

The same principles and template 
are often inappropriate when applied 
to non-trade issues for which they 
were not designed. Creating rules 
based on these principles and includ-
ing them in trade agreements can 
lead to imbalances and unequal out-
comes among the partners, and even 
adverse consequences for all the part-
ners.

However in recent years the scope of 

trade agreements has grown to include 
more and more issues, to which the 
original trade principles have been 
applied, leading to more and more con-
tention and unpopularity.

The overloaded agenda in FTAs gives 
trade a bad name, with people being 
confused between trade, trade policy 
and trade agreements. Many people 
who are disgruntled with trade agree-
ments also become unhappy with trade 
per se, and the benefits that trade can 
bring get mixed up with and over-
whelmed by the contentious non-trade 
issues, and trade ends up being con-
demned as well.

It is important, at this moment of an 
imminent Trump presidency, to clarify 
the difference between trade and trade 
agreements, and to review the whole 
issue of trade policy.

A good outcome would be to design 
new agreements that are mutually ben-
eficial in the trade aspect to all part-
ners, whilst removing the controversial 
non-trade issues from the agenda. And 
this could be part of a broader pro-
development trade agenda.

But this is not likely to be the new 
agreements being envisaged by the 
Trump team. The danger is that these 
may be even worse than the existing 
ones.

We risk entering a new era where 
the US, and maybe some other devel-
oped countries as well,  are tempted 
to promote extreme trade protection-
ism, whilst retaining or expanding 
the unpopular non-trade issues in the 
trade agenda because it is in the inter-
est of their corporations.

We might end up with a new type of 
“America first” agreements, in which 
a Trump administration  ensures that 
the US can curb imports whilst cham-
pioning its exports, thus reducing the 
trade benefits to its  partners;  while 
at  the same time strengthening the 
rules in non-trade issues like intellec-
tual property and liberalising financial 
services that favour US corporations 
but are against the partners’ interests.

That would be the worst of both 
worlds, at least for developing coun-
tries.

It is thus crucial for policy makers 
and thinkers in developing countries  
to rethink what kind of trade is good 
for their economies, what kind of trade 
policy would correspond to that posi-
tive trade performance, and what kind 
of trade agreements would be good 
to have and which types should be 
avoided.

It is also time to rethink the role 
of the World Trade Organisation and 
reaffirm the priority of developing a 
balanced and pro-development mul-
tilateral trading system.  If (and that 
is a big if) the WTO could evolve into 
such an ideal system, there would be 
no need or less need for bilateral trade 
agreements.

Continued from page 10 
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By Azad Ali
A historic 17 percent of voters went 

to the polls for the Local Government 
General Election (LGE) in Trinidad last 
Monday. More than one million people 
registered to vote with the Election and 
Boundaries Commission (EBC).

The ruling People’s National Move-
ment (PNM) in Trinidad won seven cor-
porations including four Borough Cor-
porations (7) in the Local Government 
Election (LGE) on Nov. 28, while the 
opposition United National Congress 
(UNC) took six corporations. There was 
a tie (4-4) in one of the Corporations in 
East Trinidad.

It was a tight victory for the PNM. 
In 2013, a historic 452,013 faced the 
polls (or 43 percent) to vote in that 
Local Government General Election in 
Trinidad.

Four other smaller political parties 
failed to win a seat. All their candidates 
lost their deposit.

It was a close victory for the PNM as 
the UNC bounced back after failing in 
the 2015 general election.

However, Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Rowley said it was a “fantastic win” 
despite the low voter turnout.

He said the PNM did well and the 
election demonstrated that the country 
understood the difficult economic situ-
ation that the PNM inherited

Persad-Bissessar told cheering UNC 
supporters that she had asked the peo-

ple to send a message to the Rowley 
government that there was too much 
pain and suffering and it is time for 
change.

She said the UNC had managed to 
wrest 12 seats from the PNM in the 
election and promised to look out for 
the needs of the “small man.” 

The LGE was seen as a referendum 
on Rowley’s performance after a year 
in office and Persad-Bissessar who had 
lost nine elections since her defeat in 
2015.

PNM wins seven corporations 

Prime Minister of Trinidad and Toba-
go Keith Rowley.  

  Government of Trinidad and Tobago



Caribbean Life, Dec. 9–15, 2016 15  Q

WE TAKING LENDING  
PERSONALLY.

At Qside, our members are people, not processing  
numbers. By borrowing from a community credit union, 
you not only get the money you need—but also better 
��������	�
���������������������������������������

Federally Insured by NCUA

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 

Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

discover 
����������������������
at QsideFCU.org

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes



Caribbean Life, Dec. 9–15, 201616    Q

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

book by Alice Walker that starred Oprah 
Winfrey, Whoopi Goldberg and Danny 
Glover in the Stephen Spielberg film 
version in 1985 will end its run at the 
Jacob’s Theater, 242 West 45th St. on 
Jan. 8. For more information, check 
www.thecolorpurple.com.   

At the Longacre Theater, 220 West 
48th St. the uptown story about resi-
dents of the Belmont section of the 
Bronx, once the reputed safest neigh-
borhood in New York – “A Bronx Tale” 
features a cast of 30 thespians and is 
co-directed by Robert DeNiro who made 
his directorial film debut in 1933 cast-
ing the writer and stage actor Chazz 
Palminteri whose concept first intro-
duced the telling Italian storyline.

Based on the critically acclaimed 
play that inspired the classic film, the 
streetwise musical nostalgically returns 
to the stoops of the Bronx in the late 
60s where a young man is caught 
between the father he loves and the 
mob boss he would love to be. Featur-
ing a doo-wop score, this is a tale about 
respect, loyalty, love and above all else 
...family.”For more information, log on 
to www.abronxtalethemusical.com.

From Dec. 10-18, Uptown at the 
Apollo Theater at 125th St., “The First 
Noel” returns after a successful col-
laboration with the Classical Theat-
er of Harlem last holiday season. The 
Harlem-based holiday musical features 
music that crosses genres — from pop 
to jazz to gospel — to tell a universal 
story of love and belonging. The pres-
entation follows three generations of 
a Harlem family affected by the tragic 
loss of a loved one. Time is slow to heal 
this family’s wounds until an unex-
pected visit from Grandma reveals some 
long-absent Christmas joy. The story is 
also about how a community is healed, 
one family at a time, as everyday people 
challenge extraordinary things to help 
one another receive the gift of love dur-
ing the holiday season.

Also later in the month at the same 
landmark location, The Apollo Theater 
celebrates its 10th annual Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration, on New Year’s Eve.

Featuring the renowned New York-
based dance company Abdel Salaam’s 
Forces of Nature Dance Theatre and guest 
performances, the Apollo has established 
an annual show to celebrate this holiday 
tradition on one day of the Kwanzaa holi-
day. The Apollo’s celebration is a joyful 
evening of dance and music honoring the 
principles of Kwanzaa—family, commu-
nity, and culture. Hosted by radio person-
ality Imhotep Gary Byrd this event will 
also celebrate the 35th anniversary of 
Forces of Nature. For more information, 
log on to www.apollotheater.org. 

On the first day of the month, Brook-
lyn brightened even more with the 
27th annual tree lighting at MetroTech 
Commons. Eric Adams, the borough’s 
president and Rev. Herbert Daughtry 
were in attendance to see Santa Claus 
and his live reindeer. Not even the Rock-
efeller Center spectacular showcased 
animals of such ilk. A performance by 
the Brooklyn Youth Chorus, dance rou-
tines by Brooklyn based Dancewave and 
holiday treats from Starbucks and La 
Defense also enlightened guests.

On Dec. 11 Braata Productions 
will celebrate its fourth annual Ole 
Time Grand Market at the Holy Fam-
ily Church Auditorium, 9719 Flatlands 
Ave. Gates open at 4:30 pm and the con-
cert will begin at 5 pm. Showcasing the 
best of Jamaican folk culture and the 
wider Caribbean, this year’s concert will 
include the award winning Braata Folk 
Singers, powerhouse songstress Ophe-
lia Carter from Jamaica, Smax Music 
representing Haiti, GAMAE Garifuna 
Performing Arts Company representing 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines by way 
of Belize, Kizzy’s Playhouse with tradi-
tions from Trinidad and Tobago plus 
balladeer Andrew Clarke.

Catch You On The Inside!

Advent of Christmas, 
Kwanzaa & Hannukah
Continued from page 11 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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NYC MEN:

ZIKA IS TRANSMITTED
BY SEX PRACTICE SAFE SEX WHEN YOU COME 

HOME FROM AREAS WITH ZIKA.

BOTH YOU AND YOUR PARTNER CAN PASS ZIKA THROUGH 
SEX, AND THE VIRUS CAUSES BIRTH DEFECTS.
But you have the power to protect your family by wearing a condom 
every time you have sex if you’ve traveled to a Zika-affected area. 

Microcephaly is a lifelong condition. There is no cure or standard 
treatment for microcephaly. NORMAL HEAD SIZE MICROCEPHALY

To learn more, visit nyc.gov/health/zika or call 311

By Alexandra Simon
A local meet and greet fund-

raiser for famed former Yo! 
MTV Raps co-host Doctor Dre 
will be held in Brooklyn at the 
Atlas Steakhouse on Dec. 17 to 
raise money for diabetes.

“Hollywood Comes to Brook-
lyn” is a fund-raiser for the 
blind popular host of the first 
rap-show on MTV who has lived 
with Type 2 diabetes for a dec-
ade now. Money raised is going 
towards starting a foundation 
Doctor Dre is creating, and 
to cover some medical bills. 
The event will be an important 
cause for people to support — 
they will get a little bit of Hol-
lywood-inspired entertainment 
while supporting an important 
cause because that will encour-
age the radio personality to 
come out of his shell and talk 
more to the public about his 
life with diabetes in time for 
Hollywood month, said the 
event’s organizer.  

“Doctor Dre made his first 
social appearance this year at 
my award show,” said Coco-

chynna Ford, organizer of the 
event. “When he came out and 
revealed that he went blind 
from diabetes, I thought it 
would be a perfect month to 
have a fund raiser to talk about 
men’s health.”

At the event, Doctor Dre 
will meet with fans and talk 
about his life since his big 
break on MTV, and living as 
a diabetic since his diagnosis. 
Special guests that will attend 
will be state Sen. Kevin Park-
er (D–Ditmas Park) and radio 
host Lenny Green. 

The legendary hip-hop fig-
ure announced his blindness 
this past June after silently suf-
fering with the disability for 
three years due to complica-
tions from his diabetes. He 
even underwent amputations 
to his feet, but Ford says he is 
in a good state of mind.

“He’s totally dependent on 
people assisting him but he’s 
not mad about it — he’s very 
happy,” she said. “He wants to 
create a legacy for our young 
people. He’s blind but he sees 

everything more clearly than 
ever.”

Ford says her goal for the 
festive party is to bring the 
icon back into the limelight 
and help boost support to 
spearhead his own foundation, 
called the Doctor Dre Foun-
dation for Diabetes Research 
Associates to Find a Cure. The 
organization will aim to sup-
port research and find a cure 
for the disease. But despite his 
name, he is not getting a lot of 
support from fans or famous 
people knows, said Ford. 

“He doesn’t have a lot back-
ers in the industry even though 
he is radio loyalty in hip-hop,” 
she said. “We’re trying to raise 
money because he needs a lot 
of things and he wants to start 
a foundation for wellness and 
getting in shape, and work with 
existing organizations.”

Ideally raising $100,000 is a 
perfect number to get things 
rolling faster, said Ford, but she 
hopes to raise less than that 
just to get his immediate needs 
taken care of. 

“We’re looking to raise 
$5,000 because he doesn’t have 
enough medical insurance to 
cover medical costs and sup-
plies,” she said. “It’s the little 
things he needs now and the 
rest will go towards the foun-

dation.”
“Hollywood Comes to Brook-

lyn” at Atlas Steakhouse [943 
Coney Island Ave. between Dit-
mas and Newkirk avenues in 
Kensington, (646) 494-7227]. 
Dec. 17, 6–9 pm. $20.

Fund-raiser for diabtetic 
former Yo! MTV Raps co-host

Doctor Dre at the Men of Excellence Ceremony in Bedford-
Stuyvesant in September. The event was the fi rst public ap-
pearance Doctor Dre made in 2016.     

       Alonzo Boldin Zo Photography
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Mail your letter to Santa at Macy’s and we’ll donate $1 to Make-A-Wish,  
up to one million dollars! Just drop it in the big red letterbox at  

Macy’s or send it online at macys.com/believe #MacysBelieve

This year, Macy’s will celebrate $100 million in total 
giving to Make-A-Wish since 2003.  
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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���
�����
�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

• Leave immediately and take others with you.
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• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
����!��������	�"��
���	��
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition. Call 
even if you are in a public area.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.

• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.

• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   

There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
�������
charge to you.

For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.



Caribbean Life, Dec. 9–15, 2016 21  BQ

*NY State of Health Metal-Level Products

OPEN ENROLLMENT*

is Underway!
Time is Running Out.

You Must Act by December 15, 2016!

��CALL���������	
���
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220 

��VISIT����������������������������
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Welcome Center - 
Queens (Rego Park) 

1-888-343-3547 

Bay Shore
(631) 231-3696

Bronx
(718) 896-2531

Chinatown
(212) 226-6157

Flushing
(718) 896-4511

Inwood
(212) 942-3111

Jamaica
(718) 906-0800

Patchogue
(631) 475-7200

Ridgewood
(718) 896-2694

Spring Valley
(845) 356-0194

Staten Island
(718) 420-1236

Sunset Park
(718) 633-5308 

Westbury
(516) 334-6588

Yonkers
(914) 233-5222

He noted that the system was already 
in place at several international air-
ports, resulting in waiting times in 
arrivals halls had dropped by 40 to 50 
percent.

Cuba
The Cuban government has pardoned 

close to 800 prisoners in response to a 
recent call by Pope Francis.

The state-run Gran-
ma newspaper reported 
that 787 prisoners who 
have been pardoned 
include women, young 
and sick prisoners, but not those who 
have committed “extremely dangerous” 
crimes such as murder and rape.

The newspaper said the Council of 
State, led by President Raul Castro, 
issued the pardons “in response to the 
call by Pope Francis to heads of state in 
the Holy Year of Mercy”.

The statement said when it came to 
choosing which prisoners to free, the 
Council of State had taken into account 
the crimes they had committed, their 
conduct and years they served.

Relations between Cuba’s Communist 
government and the Catholic Church 
have improved in recent years.

Cuba released some 3,500 prisoners 
last year ahead of the Pope’s visit, in 
what has been called a goodwill ges-
ture.

Haiti
Customs officers in Haiti recently 

discovered a shipment of weapons in a 
container at the Global Lafito about 20 

kilometers north of the capital, Port-au-
Prince.

A total of seven Smith 
and Wesson pistols, five 
Glock models 40, more 
than 400 rounds of 
ammunition for the Glock and vari-
ous others, including ammunition for 
assault rifles were seized by the cus-
toms and police, according to the jus-
tice of the peace.

The names of the sender and recipi-
ent have not been revealed.

This is the third seizure of weapons 
in Haiti since a large shipment was 
discovered on Sept. 8 at the Port of 
Saint-Marc.

Jamaica
Amnesty International has accused 

Jamaica of “promoting a culture of fear” 
linked to a chronically high rate of kill-
ings by police.

A report issued 
recently by the London-
based group says two 
Jamaican officers have 
been convicted of murder since 2000.

About 3,000 people were killed in 
police-related facilities during that 
time.

Poor residents have regularly pro-
tested what they insist are murders 
by police and accuse officers of plant-
ing pistols beside bodies and collecting 
spent shells. 

Senior police officers have dismissed 
accusations of unlawful killings, not-
ing Jamaica is overflowing with guns 
and gangs.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

The source for 
news

in your 
neighborhood:
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
A herbalist is raising the 

health consciousness in his 
community with his one-stop 
natural food store.

Ambrosia Health Foods has 
been in East Flatbush for 30 
years, selling natural products 
to locals pursuing a healthy 
lifestyle. The store’s Trinidadi-
an owner, Roland Guy, carries 
everything including natural 
medicines, vitamins, and herbs 
for health. The shop has grown 
and expanded significantly, and 
is now giving their community 
more than healthy food, by pro-
viding health services such as 
eye-reading for internal health 
and programs, said the owner 

and manager.
“We sell natural organics and 

minerals, and we also do iri-
dology and colonic therapy in 
our clinic,” said Guy, who prides 
himself on all-natural and chem-
ical-free products.

“We sell nothing white in the 
store — no white rice and no 
white sugar because those are 
carcinogenic and cause illnesses 
— so we stay away from that 
white stuff.”

Guys said if he was not pas-
sionate about the health of his 
community he would have a dif-
ferent kind of business, and sell 
chemical-laden food. “If I wanted 
to do that I would open up a gro-
cery store,” he said.

With a thriving business on 
Church Avenue, a popular com-
mercial hub often filled with not-
so-healthy food options, and one 
of the few businesses catering to 
natural living, Guy said he often 
notices customers who pass by 
his shop after leaving a fast-food 
place. But when he sees that he 
uses that opportunity to edu-
cate.

“I see it all the time, but I 
don’t want to be critical of what 
other people eat — I just say 
don’t eat too much fried food,” 
he said.

But what makes the busi-
ness standout from other health 
stores is the variety of options 
available. Ambrosia Health Foods 

store sells just about anything, 
and health enthusiasts interest-
ed in going all-natural and learn-
ing on how to transition, can 
find everything including food 
such as rice, beans, and spices, 
drinkable blends for all organ 
functions, and literary education 
such as black history and “Back 
to Eden,” a go-to book for under-
standing herbal remedies.

“There’s a blend for everything 
and we sell very specific things to 
clean the liver and the kidney,” 
said Guy. “Books are also very 
important and we sell plenty of 
books on African history and 
religious books — we are very 
well rounded.”

Several programs are also run 
in the store to educate custom-
ers on incorporating herbs into 
their diets. Grenadian herbalist, 
Patrick Delves, comes to United 
States mainly to give lectures 

and conduct programs at Ambro-
sia Health Foods, Guy said. 

At 73 years old, Guy describes 
himself as being in good health. 
Having studied herbology and 
naturopathy, Guy who is also a 
Vietnam war hero who served 
as a medic in the United States 
Army, has dedicated most of 
his life learning and sharing his 
knowledge on the natural living, 
starting a smaller shop in the 
late 80s. He now runs it with his 
son, who now manages most of 
the tasks, but he has big plans 
in store.

“I’m relaxing and my son is in 
charge now,” he said. “But we are 
thinking of doing a factory and 
doing different things with the 
same herbs, tea, and working on 
making our own tonics. We’ve 
always discussed these things 
and my son is going to be in 
charge of that.”

East Flatbush store brings all-pupose natural needs

Generational herbalists: Roland Guy, left, and his son Ashanti, sell hundreds of different 
herbs and blends at their organic store, Ambrosia Health Foods on Church Avenue in East 
Flatbush. Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

Guy has ran the business for more than 30 years, constantly 
evolving to meet the needs of his customers by even having 
a juice bar and clinic.  Community News Group / Alexandra Simon
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We Lease

 LESS!
All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At 

Leftover Pricing And Will Get 

1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

for Much Much

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new 
vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. 

Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
APR

Financing
 60 Mos.Up
To

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $4536/17115, Fusion: $2376/17676, Fiesta: $1656/10503, Escape: $2376/17756, Focus: $2376/10791, Explorer: $4536/21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash available 
to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers can-
not be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

CERTIFIED
BY FORD

IN BROOKLYN

MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

’11 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto, A/C, White,
35K Stk#1953F ..............................Buy For

$19,999*

’16 FORD TRANSIT WAGON XLT
Auto, P/S, ABS, White. 
Stk#1803F. Only 4K Miles!.........Buy For

$27,493*

’11 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1911F ....................Buy For 

$9,999*

’11 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, Dark Red,
34K Mi, Stk#1942F ...............Buy For 

$12,995*

’13 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
Auto, A/C, Black,
51K Mi, Stk#1973F ................ Buy For

$13,995*

’15 FORD FOCUS SE
Auto, A/C, Stk#1231F
19K Mi . ...................................Buy For 

$13,999*

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

’12 FORD TAURUS LTD
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1138F ...............Buy For 

$14,995*

’14 FORD C-MAX HYBRID
Auto, ABS, Stk#1630F.
13K Mi ........................................................Buy For 

$16,999*

’13 FORD EXPLORER 
Auto, ABS, Cruise, P/L, Roof Rails,
Black, Stk#1893F, 49K Mi ......... Buy For

$17,995*

’13 FORD E350
15 Passenger, Auto, P/S, White. 
Stk#1793F. 43K Mi ......................Buy For 

$19,999*

NEW
2017
RE-DESIGN

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A 
Package, and Much More! MSRP $21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: 
$3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
Title & MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4WDBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$189
†

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, 
Equipment Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,945. VIN#1FHGA19303. $7,633 Due at Inception Inc: 
$6,799 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

200A Package, Leather, Rear Camera, Auto, 4 Cyl, 
P/S, ABS & Much More! MSRP $24,565. VIN#3FGR180492. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,500 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

MUSTANGBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$189
†

 2.3L EcoBoost Engine, 6-Speed Auto, P/S, 
ABS, Air Conditioning & More! MSRP $28,525. VIN#1FG5331083. $5829 Due at Inception 
inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month’s payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FIESTA
SE

BRAND NEW 2015 FORD

 6-Speed Auto,  1.6L V6 Engine, 200A Package,  P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! 
MSRP $17,015. VIN#3FFM157109. $4,709 Due at Inception inc: $3995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & 
DMV fees addt’l. Inc: $1500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 12/31/16.

$69 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

ESCAPE
SE

BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much 
More! MSRP $28,235. VIN#1FHUC30257. $6,439 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,000 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

$99 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES
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By Alexandra Simon
A winter festival with a health 

conscious goal is debuting in Crown 
Heights to encourage awareness and 
healthy eating at P.S. 221 on Dec. 15 
and Dec. 17. 

The inaugural Crown 
Heights Winter Fest is 
bringing fresh food, local 
vendors, healthy cook-
ing demonstrations, art 
activities, and free health 
screenings for local res-
idents. An organizer of 
the event hopes the direly 
lacking neighborhood of 
Crown Heights comes out 
to support the festival in 
hopes of bringing back a 
farmers market into the 
community.

“We thought of some 
ways to empower the 
community to build 
something and bring in 
money for fresh food access — because 
both things are lacking compared to 
other neighborhoods,” said Nancie 
Katz, director and cofounder of Seeds in 
the Middle, who is organizing the event. 
“We attempt to do something that is 
joyful for everyone with a cross-cultur-
al and diverse aim because nobody is 
doing that for Crown Heights.”

Families with kids are encouraged to 
come as chefs will show children how to 
make healthy recipes of popular dishes.

“I’m going to make zucchini pizza,” 
said Barbara Adamson. “This is a way of 
introducing ethnic backgrounds to eat 
healthy without eating greasy food.”

Adamson said starting health educa-

tion with children is a more effective 
prevention method than with adults 
because older adults may be set in their 
ways. 

“I prefer to deal with children and I 
want to teach them that 
they have alternatives and 
can eat healthy,” she said. 
“You can bend a young 
tree, but you’ll break 
branches of old ones.”

Visitors will be able 
to eat, buy, and also get 
on-site health screen-
ings for high blood pres-
sure, asthma, and even 
enroll for off-site screen-
ings such as breast exams 
and cancer services with 
health providers.

Katz said the dispar-
ity between the efforts to 
bring healthy options to 
more lower income com-
munities are not being 

organized enough and Crown Heights 
barely gets a farmers market once a 
year.

“There are not many farmers market 
in minority neighborhoods,” she said. 
“But look at Park Slope where they have 
20-40 markets of fresh food a year, and 
Crown Heights has only two or three.”

The event will run all day to encour-
age all the communities of Crown 
Heights, and Saturday to encourage a 
bigger crowd. 

“Crown Heights Winter Fest” at P.S. 
221 [791 Empire Blvd. between Troy and  
Schenectady avenues in Crown Heights, 
www.seedsinthemiddle.org. Dec. 15, 
4–8 pm and Dec. 17, 11 am–4 pm. 

Winter fest aims at 
healthier eating

Cheers: Young children make a toast to each other at the previous festival 
held during last Spring. The kid-friendly event will teach students how to 
make healthy options of popular foods at the Crown Heights Winter Fest 
on Dec. 15 and Dec. 17.  Seeds in the Middle

One of the many ac-
tivities children will be 
able to particpate in, is 
an art activity painting 
a mural.  Seeds in the Middle
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!



Caribbean Life, Dec. 9–15, 201626    

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Benefi ts:
Arthritis

Services:

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Nina’s Health and Wellness

Manipulating soft tissue to benefi t the Mind, Body and Soul.

Where Healing Begins

By Tangerine Clarke
Entrepreneur Kim Jones said 

she is not a fashion designer, but 
she is passionate about promot-
ing Guyanese artisans in the US 
where she has lived since she 
immigrated from her ruarl Bux-
ton Village, at a very young age.

Jones was one of many ven-
dors who sold merchandise at 
the Christ Fellowship Baptist 
Church Winter Wonderland 
Flea Market, in Brownsville, 
last Saturday Dec. 2.  

Her suggested Christmas 
gifts of colorful fabrics, wood-
en earrings, head-wraps, hand-
made leather bags from Guyana, 
and her signature - “Just Skirts” 
collection of children and adult 
skirts designed from African 
cloth, are sourced from local 
and international designers. 

“Entrepreneurship is in my 
blood,” said Jones, who was 
inspired by her mother, a 
former vendor, to continue the 
trade, even after she had com-
pleting her studies, and contin-
ues to work as a banker.

“I continue to work, but still 

find the time to promote the 
work of designers, and since 
I love to wear skirts, I pro-
mote the garment through 
my brand, “Just Skirts,” added 
Jones, who carries on the Afro-
centric idea to keep-up the 
movement her mother started. 
At the same time, she gives 
women the opportunity to look 

good while wearing her color-
ful print skirts.

She noted that it is difficult 
for shoppers to find these types 
of skirts during the winter sea-
son, and more so, many who 
are traveling home to the hot 
climate for the holiday season, 
and cannot find summer gar-
ments in stores.

To this end, Jones said she 
created a market for herself, 
by selling summer clothing all 
year round. She also likes fash-
ion and knows what types of 
outfit looks good on a woman.

The vendor said it was very 
important to her bottom-line, 
to promote a quality product, 
as such, for the last 15 years 
she has sourced manufactur-
ers who produce top of the line 
sturdy fabric.

She praised nationals in 
Guyana for their eagerness  to 
produce quality work, such as 
her children’s skirt collection 
that was produced by rural 
Bartica resident Diane Holder, 
in a timely manner.

“I am looking for ideas from 

vendors in Guyana. If there are 
any young Guyanese entrepre-
neurs who can create clothing, 
I would promote their work 
here in New York,” said Jones. 

The businesswoman would 
provide the fabric for the cloth-

ing to be made in her home-
land, and in return, she would 
ensure the designers are given 
the recognition they deserve, 
said Jones who sells her mer-
chandise online, and at pop-up 
shopping events in Brooklyn.

Guyanese artisans in New 
York promote their work

Chasity Jackson shows off a colorful print skirt from Kim 
Jones’ “Just Skirts” line. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Leather handbags from 
Guyana being sold by Kim 
Jones. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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APPLY AND ENROLL FOR SPRING 2017 
DURING EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

December 5 to 10, 2016

Undergraduate Open House
Pharm.D. Information Session and Wet Lab Tour

B.S. in Nursing Information Session and Sim Lab Tour

RSVP at liu.edu/Brooklyn/yes or 718.488.1011

Join us on Saturday,  
Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. for:

718.629.2047
www.frankjbaronefuneralhome.com
Affordable Services & Available 24/7

Honored of serving the community with dignity & compassion for 50 years

Funeral Shipping Specialists
4502 Avenue D, Brooklyn, NY 11203

• 24 Hour Immediate Need Service
• World Wide Shipping
• Dignified Services for any Budget
• Pre-Need Specialists
• Cremation Services
• Burial Services

• Memorial Services
• Servicing All Faiths
• Accept All Major Credit Cards
• Accept Life & Union Insurance
• Pastors & Organists Available
• Fully Equipped A/V System

WHY CHOOSE US?

 3 Chapels accommodating services of all sizes, seating for 70 – 250 guests
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

“Game Changers: The Unsung 
Heroines of Sports History” by 
Molly Schiot
c.2016, Simon & Schuster
$25.00 / $34.00 Canada
310 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer 
You can’t bear to look at the 

score.
Whatever it is, it’s going to 

be close. Both sides are playing 
well today, and they’re all very 
talented. Your team might win. 
They might lose. Or, as in the 
new book “Game Changers” 
by Molly Schiot, they might 
alter the way the whole thing’s 
played.

Growing up, Schiot says, “I 
thought only men could be 
champions.” Most popular 
sports-themed movies indicat-
ed as much; so did TV before 
cable. Few tales of women in 
sports were widely known, so 
Schiot, a Hollywood director, 
searched until she found a 
“treasure trove of images” that 
“inspired me to pull theses sto-
ries out of the dark.”

Take the story of Alice Mar-
ble.

Marble was a Grand Slam 
championship tennis win-

ner many times over, but her 
“post-tennis life” was equally 
remarkable: shortly after losing 
both her husband and her baby, 
Marble became a spy for the 
Allies during World War II.

Althea Gibson was the first 
tennis player to break the 
color barrier at the U.S. Open. 
But did you know that there 
were a lot of African-Ameri-
can women who fought on the 
courts before her: Ruth Harris, 
Lillian Hardy, Alfreda Jackson, 
Clementine Redmond…?

Of course, this book includes 
athletes like Billie Jean King, 
Babe Didrikson Zaharaias, 
Nadia Comaneci, Renée Rich-
ards, and Diana Nyad. You’ve 
heard about them, but you 
may not know that Olympian 
Abby Hoffman masqueraded as 
a boy when she was nine years 
old, in order to play hockey in 
Canada. You may not know 
about the abuse the first female 
pro-baseball umpire got dur-
ing ump school, the jeers the 
first female Boston Marathon 
runner endured, or the record 
snatched from Kitty O’Neil. 
You might have seen an in-
your-face move by skater Surya 
Bonaly, but you don’t know 
what bullfighter Conchita Cin-
trón did, or that Negro League 
baseballer Toni Stone cheekily 
befriended prostitutes while on 
the road. Because of what an 
autopsy revealed, you might 
not know about Stella Walsh 
at all. And there’s a chance 
that many of these women 
couldn’t have reached their 
goals or made history without 
the efforts of Bernice Sandler 
and Edith Green.

Wow, are there a lot of sur-
prises inside “Game Changers.”

Even rabid sports fans will 
find something new hiding 
here, in part because author 
Molly Schiot includes mini-
chapters on women athletes 
in a huge variety of sports. 
Fans will find everything from 
the archery to zooming race 
cars, balls to boats, journal-
ism, hiking, climbing, skating, 

and coaching. Nearly half of 
this book consists of photos of 
women athletes in action or in 
peril; many of them embraced 
dangerous feats and many were 
the target of men who thought 
they didn’t belong on the field. 
Schiot also treats readers to a 
few interviews with and by pro 
female athletes.

Game changers in sports

Book cover of “Game Changers: The Unsung Heroines of 
Sports History” by Molly Schiot.

The Tropicalfete Steel Pan 
Ensemble playing some pop-
ular tunes for the guests.   
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT  

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/09/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

READY TO DRIVE AWAY TODAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 W

e 
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k 
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pi
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 &
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted OPEN LATE TILL 11PM
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GUIDE
2016
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*Offer expires 12/31/2016. Valid in store on select products only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Restictions 
may apply. See store for details. Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned 

herein are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. © 2016 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

219-25 N Conduit Ave.
Springfield Gardens, 

New York 11413
718.528.3344

1071 Gates Avenue
Brooklyn, 

New York 11221
718.574.3344

1357 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, New York 

11216
718.622.3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, New York 11414

718.848.3344

1557 Ralph Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11236

718.451.3344

edible.com
THE ULTIMATE 

HOLIDAY GIFTS

Joyous Christmas Dipped Fruit™ 
Box $55 | $110*
Product #: 3978

New! Season’s Greetings Party™
$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

New! Season’s Greetings Party™
$109 | $139 | $179 | $209* | $239 | $269

Product #: 4673

‘Tis the Season Swizzle Trio®
$46 | $92*

Product #: 4691

Christmas Tree Bouquet™
$85 | $105 | $125*

Product #: 4712

Season’s Greetings Celebration™
$75 | $95 | $115*
Product #: 4669

HOLIDAY GUIDE

W hen shopping for holi-
day gifts for children, 
shoppers can easily 

be overwhelmed by the many 
toys, electronics, apparel, and 
other items available for kids. 
Those who may not be up-to-
date on the latest trends may 
even fi nd shopping for kids a 
bit like solving a diffi cult puz-
zle. 

Some shoppers may want 
to get kids the fl ashiest toy, 
but others may prefer gifts 
that are both fun and mentally 
stimulating. Developmental 
toys and educational games for 
kids make for popular gifts. 
Shoppers looking for fun, ed-
ucational toys and games for 
the kids on their shopping lists 
have a host of items to choose 
from: 

Building blocks
Blocks that enable children 

to design and construct are 
popular among youngsters of 
various ages. Blocks come in 
many different forms, from 
early education wooden blocks 
that fi ll nursery fl oors to the 
more intricate, interlocking 
building sets that are coveted 

by older children. 

STEM toys
Some of the latest trends in 

children’s toys veer away from 
regular video games and apps 
and cater to the rising inter-
est in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math. Early in-
troduction to these fi elds can 
result in skills that can pay div-
idends later in life, considering 
students who have an emphasis 
on STEM knowledge are highly 
coveted among employers. 

Toys may include robot-
building kits, toys that help 
young learners test the bound-
aries of physics, apps that help 
kids learn computer program-
ing, and even scientifi c experi-
ment kits that illustrate cause 
and effect.

Sensory toys
Young children can ben-

efi t from toys that stimulate 
the senses. Items to consider 
include water toys, sands (in-
cluding the newer kinetic va-
rieties), playdoughs, musical 
instruments, and bubbles. 
Even food-related toys, such as 
those that encourage baking 

or cooking, will appeal to vari-
ous senses and can help kids 
learn valuable skills.

Imaginative 
play toys

Imaginative play is an effec-
tive way to stimulate creative 
thinking and may help chil-
dren become better learners. 
The Creativity Institute, spe-
cializing in toys for creative 
play, says playing is important 
to children and the way they 
practice growing up. 

According to an article by 
Dr. Scott Kaufman that ap-
peared in Psychology Today, 
“Systematic research has in-
creasingly demonstrated a se-
ries of clear benefi ts of chil-
dren’s engagement in pretend 
games from the ages of about 2 
and a half through ages 6 or 7.” 

Dress-up toys, puppets, 
dolls, action fi gures, and toys 
that mimic real-life activities 
are all examples of products 
that promote imaginative play.

Not only will educational 
toys encourage children to 
play and have fun, but they’ll 
serve as building blocks to a 
lifetime of learning as well. 

Select educational gifts for children

Developmental toys and educational games for kids make for popular 
gifts.

Frugal gift wrapping ideas

Holiday shoppers spend billions 
of dollars each year on gifts for 
friends, family, and coworkers. 

But holiday shoppers also spend sub-
stantial amounts of money dressing 
up those gifts with bows and wrap-
ping paper. Shoppers may not want to 
spend much more on wrapping paper, 
bags, and other ways to dress-up their 
gifts, and by employing a few tricks of 
the gift-wrapping trade, they may not 
have to. The following are some fru-
gal, yet fl ashy, ways to wrap presents 
this holiday season:

Children’s artwork: Over the 
course of a school year parents can 
accumulate dozens of original pieces 
of art from their children’s time in 
the classroom. Instead of relegat-
ing those pictures to a memory box 
or temporary glory on the refrig-
erator, turn them into unique gift 
wrap. Pair these pieces of art with 
colored ribbon, and everyone who 
gets a unique masterpiece will feel 
special.

Newspaper: Recycle newsprint 
and comics into wrapping paper. En-
courage everyone to wrap in newspa-
per for a cohesive look come Christ-
mas morning.

Cloth: Leftover cloth from Hal-
loween or cloth purchased to create  
homemade curtains can be turned 
into giftwrap for awkward-shaped 
gifts. Use decorative ribbon to seal the 

bundle shut.
Brown paper: Brown paper tied 

with twine or ribbon is inexpensive 
and can easily be recycled after use. 
Use a marker to put the names of gift 
recipients on each package to save on 
gift tags as well.

Glass jars: Use mason jars when 
wrapping smaller gifts, including gift 
cards, to give them an arts-and-crafts 
feel.

Fabric gift bags: If you’re handy 
with a needle and thread, sew sacks 
out of leftover fabric to make gift bags 
of various sizes.

Cookie tins: Find unique cookie 
tins from yard sales or leftover tins 
from holidays past and use them as 
gift boxes.

Recipes: If you will be giving a 
cookbook or food-themed gifts, print 
recipes that can be used as gift wrap 
and then later used to make certain 
dishes.

Baby linens: From blankets 
to wash cloths, use baby linens to 
wrap infant-themed gifts for new 
parents.

Baskets: Wicker baskets are avail-
able in various shapes and sizes. They 
can be used to make a gift collection 
and then reused over and over again.

There are many creative and inex-
pensive ways to wrap gifts this year 
instead of relying on preprinted and 
often expensive wrapping paper. 
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Leaving cookies and 
milk for Santa Claus 
is a Christmas Eve 

tradition.
Children regularly 

place a dish of cookies 
and a glass of milk by 
the tree on Christmas 
Eve so that Santa has 
enough energy to com-
plete all of his gift-giv-
ing before kids wake up 
on Christmas morning. 
The tradition of leaving 
cookies out on Christ-
mas Eve may trace its 
origins to Saint Nicho-
las. 

On the feast of St. 
Nicholas on Dec. 6, chil-
dren would leave food 
and drink for the saint 

and any attendants. 
The treats would be ex-
changed for gifts. While 
that’s one theory behind 
the tradition, others 
think it is linked to the 
history of the Christ-
mas tree and the edible 
decorations that adorn 
it. Santa would snack on 
the ornaments. 

Even after edible 
decorations gave way 
to inedible ornaments, 
the tradition of leaving 
a snack for Santa re-
mained. Whatever the 
origins behind the tra-
dition, millions of chil-
dren dutifully leave milk 
and cookies for Santa on 
Christmas Eve.  

shoppers. If possible, 
call stores before you 
leave the house to con-
fi rm if they have certain 
items in stock, or buy 
items online from retail-
ers who offer an in-store 
pickup option. Checkout 
lines for in-store pickup 
items are often separated 
from more traditional 
checkout lines, further 
reducing your risk of 
waiting in long lines.

Shop local
Small local busi-

nesses may not boast 
the inventory of larger 
retailers you’re liable to 
encounter at the mall, 
but local small busi-
nesses tend to deal with 
thinner crowds than na-

tional stores during the 
holiday season. Items in 
such businesses may be 
more unique than items 
sold at nationwide retail-
ers.

Start early
Crowds only grow 

bigger and more impa-
tient between Black Fri-
day and the fi nal days 
before Christmas, so 
shoppers who can fi nd 
the time to shop before 
the height of the shop-
ping season might fi nd 
parking lots and check-
out lines more to their 
liking. 

The holiday shopping 
rush hits full swing in 
the weeks before Christ-
mas Day, but there are 
many ways shoppers can 
get their shopping done 
and avoid the crowds at 
the same time.  

Whatever the origins behind the tradition, millions of children 
dutifully leave milk and cookies for Santa on Christmas Eve.

Continued from page 35 

RUSH

Cookies and milk a 
Christmas tradition
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H oliday decorations help 
make a special time of 
year even more memora-

ble. Whether you’re hanging 
mistletoe above a doorway or 
decking the halls, safety must 
be a priority when decorating 
a home for the holidays.

Accidents can happen 
no matter what type of holi-
day decorating you’re doing, 
but stringing holiday lights 
around your home may be es-
pecially dangerous. This sea-
son, keep the following safety 
tips in mind when stringing 
lights so this season of celebra-
tion starts off safe and sound:

Work with a partner
Partnering up when string-

ing holiday lights allows deco-
rators to use both of their 
hands to climb up ladders 
instead of using one of their 
hands to carry lights. Once 
they reach a point where it’s 
safe to hang lights, they can 
then have a helper hand them 
the lights. If possible, work in 
groups of three so someone 
can hold the ladder steady at 
all times.

Inspect lights
Lights are not built to last 

forever, and over time holiday 
lights can suffer damage that 
has the potential to be danger-
ous. Wires can fray, and sock-
ets can crack or break. Inspect 
lights and wires before hang-
ing them, replacing any that 
pose a hazard. When replacing 
bulbs, be sure to replace them 
with bulbs of equal wattage.

Use an extension 
cord of adequate 
length

Exterior holiday lights are 
often plugged into extension 
cords that extend to a shed or 
garage. Do not connect several 
extension cords to power hol-
iday lights; instead, use just 
a single cord that’s lengthy 
enough to reach the outlet. 
Connecting extension cords 
is a fi re hazard. In addition, 
make sure the amperage of 
the decorations matches the 
amperage rating of the exten-
sion cord, which can be found 
on the product label or pos-
sibly on the manufacturer’s 
website. 

Make sure lights 
do not pose hazard 
inside

Lights might be hung on 

Christmas trees or along 
hallways. Such lights and 
the cords connecting them to 
power sources should never 
pose safety hazards, so make 
sure they are not lying on the 
fl oor. Staple lights to the wall 
and never place them beneath 
furniture or rugs. Lights can 
overheat when placed beneath 
rugs, and lights that are not 

properly secured to a wall can 
pose certain dangers, includ-
ing being potential tripping 
hazards.

Hang the 
correct lights

When stringing lights, 
make sure you hang lights 
designated as exterior lights 
on the exterior of your home 

and those designated as inte-
rior lights inside your home. 
Hanging lights in the wrong 
places poses a fi re hazard 
and creates additional safety 
concerns, so adhere to manu-
facturer instructions when 
stringing lights.

Safety should reign su-
preme when stringing holiday 
lights around the house.  

Safety fi rst when stringing holiday lights

Safety should reign supreme when stringing holiday lights outside in or inside your home.

The holiday season is full 
of joy. But in the midst of 
decorating and socializ-

ing, pet owners may overlook 
the needs of their pets. Hectic 
schedules and homes full of 
unusual décor can throw pets 
off-kilter. 

No pet owner wants his pet 
to feel uncomfortable or suffer 
any injuries, so it’s important 
that owners exercise caution 
with the following items come 
the holiday season:

Bones
Small bones or bone chips 

from turkey can become 
lodged in the digestive tracts of 
pets and cause serious injury. 
If you want to provide your pet 
with a holiday treat, choose a 
safer, store-bought bone.

Chocolate
An abundance of treats 

seems to be par for the course 
during the holiday season. 
Dogs should avoid all choco-
late, but dark chocolate poses 

a particularly serious threat. 
Chocolate can cause agitation, 
elevated heart rate, diarrhea, 
vomiting, seizures, and even 
death. 

In addition, candy or cook-
ies sweetened with the arti-
fi cial sweetener xylitol can 
cause a dangerous drop in 
blood pressure for dogs.

Pine needles 
and trees

When ingested, pine nee-
dles can puncture the intes-
tines of pets. In search of an 
easy drink, dogs and cats may 
be drawn to the fresh water 
reservoir of live trees, in-
creasing the likelihood that 
they knock over a Christmas 
tree, injuring themselves and 
causing damage around the 
house. 

Trees should be properly 
secured, and fallen needles 
should be promptly discarded.

Tinsel
Skip the tinsel if you have 

a cat. Felines are likely to mis-
take tinsel for a toy. Eating tin-
sel can cause severe damage 
to a cat’s intestinal tract, as it 
may get caught in the stomach 
while the rest of it continues to 
pass through the intestines. 

Tinsel also may wrap 
around the tongue, increas-
ing the cat’s risk of choking. 
Ornaments also are tempting 
playthings. Cats may pounce 
on glass ornaments, breaking 
them and suffering injury. 

Electrical cords
The American Animal Hos-

pital Association says holiday 
lights mean more electrical 
cords for kittens and puppies 
to chew. Secure all cords and 
keep them out of reach of pets.

Candles
The subtle fl icker of a lit 

candle can add ambiance to 
a space. But all it takes is the 
swish of a tail or the pat of a 
paw to knock over a candle 
and spark a fi re. Never leave 

lit candles unattended. 
If you have boisterous pets, 

opt for LED-simulated candles 
instead.

Alcohol
Spirits are sometimes a 

part of celebrations, but alco-
holic beverages should be kept 

out of reach of pets. Alcohol 
suppresses the immune sys-
tem, and it can result in sig-
nifi cant health issues for pets 
who consume it.

The holiday season is a time 
for celebration. Ensure that 
these festivities are as safe for 
pets as they are enjoyable.  

Holidays can potentially 
be hazardous to your pets

Ensure that these festivities are as safe for pets as they are enjoyable.
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This spring, the NYU School of Professional Studies (NYUSPS), a 
leader in professionally focused education, will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide individuals who have earned a high school de-
gree with the opportunity to acquire industry focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields with growing levels of employment. New Di-
plomas, offered through NYUSPS Professional Pathways, are designed as 
immersive programs of study that can be completed in as little as one se-
mester. During Spring 2017, nine Diplomas will be offered. They include:

The Diploma in Basic Project Management, which gives students a 
hands-on understanding of the essential terminology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, and practices required to become an effec-
tive and contributing member of a project team.

The Diploma in Bookkeeping, a blended program, which imparts 
the knowledge and skill sets to perform functions within the bookkeeping 
cycle, manually and with QuickBooks and Xero, and grounds students in 
accounting ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Childcare Management provides the understand-
ing of the business and administrative skills needed to establish a child-
care center.

The Diploma in Construction Administration is a blended pro-
gram that provides the skills to secure an entry-level position within the 
commercial or residential building sectors of the real estate industry. 
Students learn about the construction process and document administra-
tion, and gain an introduction to construction methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduction to Programming with Python pro-
vides students with the knowledge and the applied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software engineers or developers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand languages in the industry. 

The Diploma in Medical Coding teaches students how to compile, 
process, and maintain medical records by becoming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding.

The Diploma in Restaurant Operations and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a comprehensive understanding of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restaurant operations. Students benefit from site visits 
to NYC restaurants and from the invaluable experiences of seasoned in-
dustry veterans.

The Diploma in Retail Operations Management trains students 
with the enhanced knowledge, expertise, insights, and skills required to 
become a retail buyer, a retail merchandiser, or a retail operations man-
agement trainee.

The Diploma in Web Design and Development teaches students the 
essential webpage development skills through hands-on practice using 
HTML5 and CSS.

All Diplomas will provide industry specific career modules presented 
online in a self-paced format, which help students to better understand 
the job market. Upon completion of a diploma, students also will have 
access to an online portal featuring job postings and a resource library. 
Annual networking events will provide opportunities to meet with peers 
and employers in the field. Each program of study provides students with 
a tangible take-away project that can be added to their résumé and pre-
sented to prospective employers.

For more information about NYUSPS Diploma Programs, visit
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or call 212-998-7200. Application deadline is 
January 4, 2017.

High School Graduates, Build Skills 
in Fields That are Hiring Through 

Affordable,  Short-Format NYUSPS 
Diploma Programs

ADVERTORIAL

By Tangerine Clarke
Dr. Molefi Asante, professor and 

chair of the Department of African-
American Studies of Temple Univer-
sity will be the guest speaker at the 
first pre-Kwanzaa cultural celebration 
hosted by members of the Queenstown 
Essequibo Guyana NY Association, on 
Sunday, Dec. 11.

Themed Kuumba / Creativity — to 
do always as much as we can, in the way 
we can in order to leave our community 
more beautiful and beneficial than we 
inherited it — the celebration will be 
held at the American Legion Hall, 1130 
E 92nd St. in Brooklyn and will begin 
at 3:30 pm, featuring special guest Dr. 
Kimani Nehusi.

The organization announced that 
the evening’s event will celebrate fam-
ily, community, and culture. African 

fare drumming, dancing with special 
artists will highlight the festive cel-
ebration, and it will be hosted by WBAI 
Radio, community activist and educator 
Okyeame.

The explanation of Kwanzaa as well 
as components that have specific cul-
tural relevance to the Guyanese com-
munity will be highlighted. The event 
is family oriented and the attendance of 
children in particular is desired. Many 
other forms of ‘edutainment’ will bring 
joy and happiness to the audience.

A $20.00 donation is required and 
this will go towards the organization’s 
outreach programs.

For more information, visit www.
myqueenstown.org or contact Arnold 
“AB” Drakes 347-424-7263, Harold 
Stephney 718-902-0216, or Bernard 
Kilkenny 646-299-0958.

Guyanese group hosts 
first pre-Kwanzaa event

Go to

www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment,

sports, business, viewpoints, and more.
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Mail to: Caribbean Life/Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201
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Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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By Kevin Williams
When you think Jamaican folk 

music one of the first groups that 
will come to mind is the Jamaican 
Folk Singers.

It was a pleasant surprise to see 
and hear the singers perform outdoor 
at the famous Devon House in King-
ston, Jamaica on Saturday, Dec. 3, 
2016 while on a press trip sponsored 
by the Jamaica Tourist Board.

Christine McDonald Nevers, musi-
cal director of the Jamaican Folk 
Singers said the group is now 49 

years old and will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary on March 15, 2017. 
The year-long activities will include a 
celebratory anniversary and memo-
rial service to honor its founder, Dr. 
Olive Lewin, a 50th anniversary con-
cert season and a series of overseas 
tours.

“We are actually working on 
putting out a CD. We are having 
a reunion and we are starting to 
inform former members around the 
world to come with us and we are 
going to be touring across the island 

doing free performances,” said the 
musical director.

 According to McDonald Nevers, 
one of the things Dr. Olive Lewin 
said while doing her research col-
lecting the music, was that she got 
the music freely from the people who 
she sat with in the community, and 
it was very important for her and for 
the group to continue to share that 
music. “So we are doing free con-
certs in markets, town centers and 
school halls. Anybody who wants to 

Jamaican Folk Singers’ 50th anniversary

Jamaican Folk Singers performing on the grounds of Devon House in Kingston, Jamaica. Photo by Kevin 

Williams

Continued on Page 42

By Nelson A. King
In continuing to bring the Christmas 

spirit at home to nationals in New York, 
the United Vincie Cultural Group of 
Brooklyn (UVCGB) last Saturday night 
hosted its third annual Christmas Caro-
ling showcase in the Fellowship Hall at 
the Miracle Temple Ministries in the 
Brownsville section of Brooklyn. 

The concert, which attracted not only 
Vincentians but also a number of Carib-
bean nationals — including Jamaicans, 
Trinidadians, Guyanese and Grenadians 
— featured, among other things, carol 
singing, reflections, story-telling and 
skits, with patrons reminiscing about 
the “real” Christmas at home.

Even St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ 
New York Consul General Howie Prince 
— the former head of the Nation-

By Alexandra Simon
The sixth annual Tropicalfete Count-

down is returning for a music-filled 
educational event at the Brooklyn Music 
School on Dec. 18. 

The highlight of the engagement will 
be a youth Steel Pan ensemble that will 
play Caribbean and American tunes, 
live music from local artists, and even a 
dance presentation where dancers will 
do ballet on stilts, said the organizer.

“When the band is performing, we 
will have our stilt walkers and masquer-

Christmas 
nostalgia

Show brings 
music education 

to youth

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

The Tropicalfete Steel Pan Ensemble 
playing some popular tunes for the 
guests.    Brittany Somerset IT’S ALL FOLKIT’S ALL FOLK
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24K Magic
Bruno Mars

Let Me Love You
DJ Snake Feat. Justin Bieber

Starboy
The Weekend Feat. Daft Punk

Closer
The Chainsmokers Feat. Halsey

Side To Side
Ariana Grande Feat. Nicki Minaj

Don’t Wanna Know
Maroon 5 Feat. Kendrick Lamar

Heathens
twenty one pilots

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Black Beatles
Rae Sremmurd Feat. Gucci Mane

I Hate U I Love U
gnash Feat. Olivia O’Brien

Starboy
The Weekend

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

Moana
Soundtrack

24K Magic
Bruno Mars

‘Tis The Season
Jordan Smith

Trolls
Soundtrack

That’s Christmas To Me
Pentatonix

Hardwired...To Self-Destruct
Metallica

Christmas
Michael Buble

Joanne
Lady Gaga

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

aders come out,” said Alton 
Aimable, organizer and found-
er of Tropicalfete. “We’ve done 
this before but it will be new for 
most of audiences in there.”

The event also boasts of a 
performance from Klick Band, 
a brass band expected to play 
some new songs for big band 
music lovers. The 25- member 
steel pan band — all young 
players from 6–18 years old, 
will open the show with the 
national anthem and play some 
popular pop songs throughout 
the show, said Aimable.

During the show there will 
be appearances from New York-
based Caribbean artists Mesha 
Steele, Daria Primus, Sassy 
Ramatour and Dr. Witty, who 
are set to perform soca, reggae 
and calypso songs respectively. 

There will also an award cer-
emony to honor music produc-
er, Roger Meltzer who is host-
ing a youth workshop on music 
rights, Aimable said. 

“He has taught many work-
shops on music royalties — this 
workshop will teach the young 
how to copyright and protect 
themselves from theft, and how 
to use the media,” he said.

Since 2011, Tropicalfete 
established itself as a non-profit 
to promote and provide educa-
tional services and programs on 
Caribbean culture and youth.

Aimable said he carefully 
planned the show to be exciting 
and children-friendly, to attract 
everyone of  Caribbean descent 
to enjoy the activities. He also 
said his priority is the educa-
tion of the youth and hopes the 
show encourages more sign-
ups for Tropicalfete’s musical 
program, which will begin in 
January.

“One of the reasons we work 
all year is because we work on 
our costumes and make sure 
they’re not skimpy — because 
we are very family friendly,” he 
said. “It’s always good to sup-
port youth and at the end of 
day and this is a great musical 
experience to enjoy and what 
we have to offer as Caribbean 
people.”

hear us can come and share in 
what is ours,” said the musical 
director.

The group comprises 26 per-
sons including musicians who 
are conga drummers and gui-
tarists.

“We only have two CDs out 
now and we are going to release 
our new CD in 2017. We have 
a number of records or LPs 
which we are converting to CDs 
so that is three of those. So we 
hope by the end of 2017 we will 
have six Cds on the market.”

“Earlier this year (August 
2016) we went to Costa Rica 
and they are looking for us 
to return and tour along that 
coast including Panama and 
other countries along that 
stretch. Let’s see what hap-
pens for North America. We 
will see,” said McDonald Nev-
ers. In Costa Rica the group 
performed at the Limon Roots 
Afro Cultural Festival, as part 

of efforts to help further cul-
tural relationships between 
Jamaica and Costa Rica.

Dr. Lewin was commis-
sioned by the prime minister 
at the time do do research on 
Jamaica’s folk music culture. 
Having collected that informa-
tion the question was what to 
do with it, should it be locked 
up? but a friend said it should 
be shared and that is how the 
group was founded. The aim 
is to get as many people, not 
just Jamaicans, to share in the 
rich folk music and culture of 
Jamaica.

She was a Jamaican author, 
social anthropologist, musi-
cologist, and teacher. She is 
probably best known for her 
recorded anthologies of old 
Jamaica folk songs, researched 
and collected over her lifetime 
according to Wikipedia. She 
was born in 1937 in Jamaica 
and died on April 10, 2013 in 
Kingston, Jamaica. She studied 

at the Royal Academy of Music 
and also wrote a book entitled 
“Rock it come over.”

With a repertoire of more 
than 200 songs arranged by Dr. 
Lewin, the group has sung to 
audiences in several countries 
including Argentina, Barbados, 

Canada, Cuba, Germany, Great 
Britain, Martinique, South 
Africa, Trinidad and Tobago 
and the USA.

These tours over the years 
have been sponsored initially 
by Berger Paints in the 1980s, 
and since 2009 by Mother’s.

FOLK SINGERS
Continued from page 41 

How high: Young dancers 
performing ballet on stilts 
at a previous Tropicalfete 
countdown show last year.
 Brittany Somerset

Music education for youth
Continued from page 41 

al Emergency Management 
Organization (NEMO) — who 
assumed the position in Sep-
tember, joined in the fun, 
showcasing his talents and 
versatility, and ability to “fit 
in” easily in any setting. 

He told the enthusias-
tic crowd – warm inside but 
very cold outside, as winter 
approaches – about his role in 
caroling, as a youth in Low-
mans Windwards, his native 
village, disclosing that he was 
also renowned as the “Speech 
Man.”

He said his speeches 
involved going down to the 
Lowmans River and asking 
for “10 cents to cool my liver,” 
as patrons erupted in laugh-

ter.
Prince also drew the best 

out of the normally taciturn 
Mulraine “Mack” Richards, 
a former St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines and Wind-
ward Islands cricketer, and 
public school teacher in 
Brooklyn. 

“You have to sing along, 
or you may have to pay the 
church US$200,” Prince 
threatened Richards, who 
obliged, agreeing to a duet 
with Prince.

Later, after the youthful, 
Jamaican Roberts’ siblings of 
Merisalyn, 11, Jonathan, 9, 
and Nicholas, 6, sang “Jingle 
Bells,” Prince remarked, in 
jest, that it was the first West 
Indian Carol. 

Christmas nostalgia
Continued from page 41 

Jamaican Folk Singers pose for a group picture at Devon 
House in Kingston, Jamaica. Photo by Kevin Williams

Jamaican kids, from left, Nicholas, Merisalyn and Jona-
than Roberts sing “Jingle Bells.” Photo by Nelson A. King
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By Kam Williams
Love guru Matthew Taylor 

(Shemar Moore) is the author 
of the new best seller, “The 
Bounce Back.” Accompanied 
by his enterprising business 
manager, Terry (Bill Bellamy), 
he’s been hawking the self-help 
book on plenty of TV and radio 
programs.

Since Terry believes that 
“Image is everything,” he’s 
concerned that Matthew hasn’t 
settled down since his divorce. 
“A relationship guru should 
be in a relationship for longer 
than a minute,” he counsels his 
BFF/boss.

That sentiment is echoed 
by Matthew’s teenage daugh-
ter, Aleya (Nadja Alaya), who 
says, “Dad, you really need to 
get a girlfriend.” Nevertheless, 
her father tends to settle for 

one-night stands, like the one 
he recently shared with Lizette 
(Marta Cross), the makeup art-
ist at a TV station where he’d 
just appeared. 

Matthew finally meets his 
match, literally and figurative-
ly, the day he crosses paths 
with Kristin Peralta (Nadine 
Velazquez), a fellow therapist 
also making the rounds on the 
talk show circuit. Trouble is, 

while there’s evidently chemis-
try between the two, they have 
conflicting adivce to offer folks 
nursing wounds from a painful 
relationship.

Matthew’s simplistic sugges-
tion is to “Get out of your head 
and into action.” By contrast, 
Kristin doesn’t think the solu-
tion is quite that easy. She 
says, “Therapy’s a marathon, 
not a sprint.” After all, she’s 

still recovering from having 
her heart broken over six years 
ago. 

Consequently, she views 
Matthew as a charlatan exploit-
ing the vulnerable. And she 
tells him so to his face, snarl-
ing, “Quick fixes like yours are 
always a scam, whether it’s a 
book, a pill or a seminar.” 

Confrontation makes for 
great TV drama and, soon 

enough, the two therapists find 
their services in demand to 
debate their contradictory phi-
losophies head-to-head. How-
ever, the more time they subse-
quently spend together making 
personal appearances, the more 
the feelings between them have 
a chance to develop. 

But can a relationship sur-
vive on chemistry alone? That 
is the pivotal question posed 
by The Bounce Back, a delight-
ful romantic romp directed by 
Youssef Delara (Filly Brown). 
The movie is most reminiscent 
of Think Like a Man, anoth-
er urban-oriented soap opera 
revolving around the battle-of-
the-sexes. 

Nevertheless, this novel con-
tribution to the genre stands 
on its own and thus warrants 
recommending, between a 
solid script with a couple of 
cleverly-concealed plot twists, 
and a plethora of praiseworthy 
performances on the part of a 
talented cast topped by She-
mar Moore, Nadine Velazquez, 
Kali Hawk, Sheryl Underwood 
and the versatile veteran, Bill 
Bellamy. 

Confirmation that oppo-
sites do, in fact, attract, even 
shrinks dispensing diametri-
cally-opposed dating advice!

“The Bounce Back”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for profan-
ity, sexuality and brief 
drug use
Running time: 104 min-
utes
Distributor: Freestyle 
Releasing

Love gurus date despite philosophical differences

Dating guru Matthew Taylor (Shemar Moore, second left) falls for celebrity therapist Kristin 
Peralta (Nadine Velazquez, left) while he does a book tour to promote his best-selling self-
help guide.  www.rottentomatoes.com

All We Had (Unrated) Dysfunctional 
family drama about a cash-strapped 
single-mom (Katie Holmes) living 
hand-to-mouth with her 13-year-old 
daughter (Stefania Owen) until they 
move to a tiny town where she finds 
a steady job as a waitress only to be 
victimized by a fast-talking mortgage 
broker (Mark Consuelos). Featuring Eve 
Lindley, Richard Kind and Judy Greer.

Befikre (Unrated) Romantic comedy 
about a guy (Ranveer Singh) who ven-
tures from Delhi to Paris in search of 
employment only to fall in love with a 
free-spirited Indian girl (Vaani Kapoor) 
born in France. With Elisa Bachir Bey, 
Julie Ordon and Hugo Diego Garcia. (In 
Hindi with subtitles)

The Brand New Testament (Unrated) 
Irreverent comedy about a sadistic God 
(Benoit Poelvoorde) living in a high-rise 
apartment in Brussels where he abuses 
both his wife (Yolande Moreau) and 10 
year-old daughter (Pili Groyne). Sup-
port cast includes Francois Damiens, 
Catherine Deneuve and Marco Loren-
zini. (In French and German with sub-
titles)

Burn Country (Unrat-
ed) Crime thriller about 
an Afghani refugee 
(Dominic Rains) who 
finds his life threatened 
after he takes a job as 
an investigative reporter 
with a newspaper in the quiet Califor-
nia town where he settles down. With 
James Franco, Melissa Leo and Rachel 
Brosnahan.

Friend Request (R for profanity, 
violence and disturbing images) High 
attrition-rate horror flick about a popu-
lar college coed (Alycia Debnam-Carey) 
who comes to regret unfriending a 
stalker (Liesl Ahlers) when her closest 
classmates start disappearing one-by-
one. With William Moseley, Connor 
Paolo and Brit Morgan.

Harry Benson: Shoot First (Unrat-
ed) Reverential biopic chronicling the 
enduring career of 86 year-old Harry 
Benson, legendary photographer of the 
stars, with subjects ranging from the 
Beatles to Muhammad Ali.

Kill Ratio (Unrated) Espionage thrill-
er about an American spy (Tom Hop-
per) working undercover to protect a 
fledgling, Eastern European democracy 
during a coup d’etat being orchestrated 

by a ruthless, renegade general (Nick 
Dunning). With Amy Huberman, Lacy 
Moore and Michelle Lehane.

On the Map (Unrated) Inspiration-
al documentary recounting the Cin-
derella story of the Israeli basketball 
team’s unlikely win of the European 
Cup in 1977.

Slash (Unrated) Coming-of-age 
comedy about an introverted, high 
school freshman (Michael Johnston) 
who turns a new leaf when a cute 
upperclassman (Hannah Marks) 
takes an interest in his erotic fiction. 
With Tishuan Scott, Jessie Ennis and 
Michael Ian Black.

Solitary (Unrated) Prodigal Daugh-
ter drama about an unemployed, sub-
stance-abusing party girl (Katharine 
Lee McEwan) who moves back home 
to live with her aging father after get-
ting dumped by her boyfriend. Cast 
includes Sam Hoare, Jana Dowling 
and Jack Lowe.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
The Bounce Back (PG-13 for pro-

fanity, sexuality and brief drug use) 
Romantic comedy about a charismatic 
relationship guru (Shemar Moore) who 
falls in love with a skeptical fellow 
therapist (Nadine Velazquez) he meets 
while on a book tour promoting his new 
best seller. Supporting cast includes Bill 
Bellamy, Kali Hawk and Vanessa Bell 
Calloway.

La La Land (PG-13 for profanity) 
Damien Chazelle (Whiplash) directed 
this enchanting homage to Hollywood 
musicals set in present-day LA and 
revolving around an aspiring actress 
(Emma Stone) and jaded jazz musician’s 
(Ryan Gosling) whirlwind romance. 
With J.K. Simmons, John Legend and 
Rosemarie DeWitt.

Office Christmas Party (R for crude 
sexuality, graphic nudity, drug use and 
pervasive profanity) Raunchy holiday 
comedy about a couple of corporate 
execs’ (Jason Bateman and T.J. Miller) 
attempt to save their jobs by throwing a 
wild party to impress a potential client. 
Ensemble cast includes Jennifer Ani-
ston, Kate McKinnon, Vanessa Bayer, 
Olivia Munn, Courtney B. Vance and 
Rob Corddry.

INDEPENDENT & FOREIGN 
FILMS Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

Weekly previews that make choosing a film fun
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $4,726/$12,615; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $5,746/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,986. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt 
(’17 Corolla=$2,039; ’17 Camry=$2,774; ’17 RAV4=$3,169; ’17 Sienna=$3,459) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec 
dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corollla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $500, ’17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. First 2 payments to be 
paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed 
buyers. (5) From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip 
errors. Must take retail delivery by 12-31-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 
Service: 

NEW 2 TOYOTA

COROLLA
 LE

Stk#N70594, Mod#1852,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $20,024.  

$2,039 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,039 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL FEB 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,774 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,774 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N71047, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$3,169 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,169 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$169 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70295, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,875.  

$3,459 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,459 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

$139
  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Kyle Gorman
It wasn’t quite a roar of victory, 

but Bishop Loughlin’s boys basket-
ball team notched its first win of the 
season with a slim 95–87 showing 
over All Hallows on Dec. 2.

The Lions were pleased with the 
score, but knew there was still plenty 

to work on, particularly on the defen-
sive end.

“We didn’t play our best basket-
ball today,” said Loughlin coach 
Ed Gonzalez. “We didn’t do well on 
defense today.”

Bishop Loughlin (1–0) led wire-
to-wire, but the Lions’ comfortable 

cushion turned into a tight, five-
point lead with just under a minute 
left on the clock. Turnovers were a 
particular problem in the backcourt 
as the Lions guards tried to push 
tempo. 

“I’ve got to limit my turnovers,” 

Loughlin escapes with slim win in opener

Hear him roar: Bishop Loughlin senior Keith Williams racked up 26 points, including two impressive dunks, 
for the Lions on Dec. 2. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
West Indies Women breathed a sigh of 

relief after earning an automatic quali-
fication for next year’s ICC 50-overs 
World Cup in England.

Their bid to become one of the four 
automatic qualifiers had been left in 
limbo following a humiliating 3-0 
whitewash to India Women last month 
(November), which left them fourth in 
the ICC Women’s Championship after 

By Azad Ali
Several of the world’s leading ath-

letes and entertainers came out for the 
documentary on Usain Bolt’s quest for 
iconic status, which was premiered in 
London recently. 

Stars from track and field and dance-
hall music braved freezing weather 
conditions to attend the function at 
the West End’s Odeon Leicester Square 

West Indies 
Women 
qualify

Bolt’s 
journey 

Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, 
holds his” 2016 Athlete of the Year 
Awards.”  Associated Press / Claude Paris

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

HOLDING ONHOLDING ON
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cinema for the premier that ran for 
nearly two hours.

The documentary titled “I Am 
Bolt” takes viewers behind the scenes 
of Bolt’s journey to nine Olympic 
gold medals.

Among the VIPs was former Jamai-
can Sprinting great, Merlene Ottley, 
who said; “I think he’s had enough. 
He has won everything and I mean 
what else is there to do.” 

Ottley the legendary sprinter has 
won three silver and six bronze med-
als at the Olympics.

Bolt, who has started training a 
month ago, went to Monaco for the 
IAAF Athletics Awards, where he 
received the Male Athletics of the 
Year Award.

Bolt, who plans to retire at the 
World Championships next year, 
said, “I’ve always said London is a 
good place to untie my shoes.”

their full complement of 21 games.
The top four in the Championship 

gain automatic qualification.
However, they were in danger of 

being overtaken by India Women who 
were fifth on 19 points with three 
games remaining and needed to just 
win two of their remaining games to 
clinch the fourth automatic World Cup 
position.

The International Cricket Council 
(ICC) subsequently ruled last week that 
India has “forfeited each of the three 
matches it was due to play against 

Pakistan in Round 6 of the ICC Wom-
en’s Championship and that the points 
should be awarded to Pakistan.”

The ICC said the Technical Commit-
tee was sensitive to the current state of 
relations between the nations of India 
and Pakistan, but concluded that the 
India Cricket Board of Control had 
not been able to establish “acceptable 
reasons” for not participating in the 
series.

West Indies Women clinched fourth 
place with 22 points, avoiding a 10-team 
play-off in Sri Lanka next February to 
determine the four spots in the World 
Cup.

Australia Women won the Women’s 
Championship with 36 points with Eng-

land Women on second with 29 points 
and New Zealand Women third on 26.

Award

Windies Women qualify

said junior Markquis Nowell. “And I’ve 
got to play better defense.” 

Nowell was electric on the offen-
sive side of the court, despite his self-
criticism, and he led his team with 33 
points on the night, including a pair of 
three-pointers and a massive dunk early 
in the game that had the entire crowd 
on its feet.

“I wanted to be aggressive. I wanted 
to set the tone,” Nowell said.

Gonzalez, however, was frustrated 
by Nowell’s defensive struggles down 
the stretch.

“There’s no doubt he can score the 
ball — we all know that. There’s no 
doubt he’s a very good player,” the Lions 

coach said. “I’m not worried about that. 
What I’m worried about is his defense. 
He’s got to get better defensively, and 
also he’s got to run the team a little bit 
more efficiently.”

Nowell wasn’t the only Bishop 
Loughlin standout to put up big num-
bers in the season-opener. Senior guard 
Keith Williams — who committed to 
the University of Cincinnati earlier this 
year — racked up 26 points, includ-
ing a pair of highlight-worthy dunks 
of his own. The soon-to-be Bearcat 
regularly out-muscled his opponents in 
the paint, drawing fouls and hauling in 
rebounds. 

Despite the big numbers on offense, 
it was the lack of efficiency and consist-
ent defensive pressure that kept the 

game close throughout the night.
Bishop Loughlin jumped out to a 

19–14 lead after the first quarter and 
padded that cushion throughout the 
second. Nowell led the charge, high-
lighting an 11-point run with a high-
arcing, mid-range jumper in the first 
half. All Hallows (0–1) refused to go 
down without a fight, however, com-
ing out strong in the third quarter and 
matching the Lions throughout the 
second half. It wasn’t pretty down the 
stretch, bordering close to nerve-wrack-
ing, but the Lions are confident they 
can turn their defense around. After all, 
that was only game one. 

“We gave up a lot of points,” Gonzalez 
said. “We’ve got to take better pride in 
our defense and move on from here.”

LIONS TO FOCUS ON DEFENSE
Standout performance: Junior Markquis Nowell led his team with 33 points. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued from page 45 

Former Pakistan cricketer and ICC chief Zaheer Abbas hands the trophy 
to the West Indies team after they defeated Australia in the fi nal of the 
ICC Women’s World Twenty20 2016 cricket tournament at Eden Gardens 
in Kolkata, India, Sunday, April 3, 2016. Associated Press / Bikas Das, File

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

By Azad Ali
West Indies Captain Jason Hold-

er has urged his players who were 
booted out of the Tri-Nation Series 
to use the disappointment as time 
for personal reflection as they tried 
to regroup.

Needing to beat Zimbabwe in the 
recent final against Sri Lanka, West 
Indies tied their second game against 
Zimbabwe by five runs under the 
Duck/Lewis method, to see their 
challenge ended at the Queen’s 
Sports Club in Zimbabwe.

The regional team started the 
tournament with a convincing win 
over Sri Lanka but tied their sec-
ond game and lost their third to Sri 
Lanka by a single run before rain and 
carelessness ensured their demise in 
their final match.

Holder said Zimbabwe got too 
many runs and the players did not 
bat smart enough in the situation, 
“we lost wickets at crucial stages.”

He said while he thought the game 
could have continued amidst 

Time to reflect
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Hear it Thursdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Thursday at 4:45pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York 
Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk 
on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Brendon Rodney, who won 
a bronze medal for Canada 
running track in Rio, brought 
his Olympic medal to vis-
its with youths at Brooklyn 
Community Services’ East 

New York Family Academy 
and GKCC afterschool pro-
grams. The youths were 
thrilled to get the Olympiad 
experience by wearing the 
prized medal and learning 

champion techniques in run-
ning relays. “Whatever you 
want to accomplish, you can,” 
he told them. 

Rodney grew up in rapper 
Drake’s hometown of Toronto 

and his escape from getting 
into trouble was sports. Today, 
he’s a Brooklyn resident, who 
holds a master’s degree in 
exercise science and nutrition 

from LIU and is currently bal-
ancing his professional track 
career with working on staff 
with LIU athletics. His father 
is from Jamaica.

Brendon Rodney motivates Brooklyn 
Community Services Youths

Olympiad Brendon Rodney on track techniques.
Brendon Rodney chats with young athletes.
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