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  Ranked #2 in upward mobility*
  Hands-on degrees in technology,  
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  Small classes with flexible,  
accelerated schedules

LOOKING TO GET AHEAD?
GET A DEGREE FASTER
AT TCI COLLEGE.

TCICOLLEGE.EDU
718.831.6533
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RUM 
TRADE 
QUALM

French exit from EU could 
affect Caribbean rum

With community activists, union members, and other city council members, at City Hall,  
City Council Member Mathieu Eugene  pleads with the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to extend the Temporary Protective Status for Haitians that expires in July.

Photo by Tequila Minsky

By Tequila Minsky 
At City Hall, City Coun-

cil Member Mathieu Eugene 
surrounded by community 
advocates and activists, union 
members and other City Coun-
cil representatives pleaded 
with the Secretary of Home-
land Security to extend the 
Temporary Protected Status 

(TPS) for Haiti. 
TPS is an immigration sta-

tus offered due to conditions 
in the country that tempo-
rarily prevent the country’s 
nationals from returning safe-
ly. Ongoing armed conflict 
(such as civil war) or an envi-
ronmental disaster (such as 
earthquake or hurricane), or 

an epidemic are possible con-
ditions for a country’s nation-
als receiving TPS status. 

“It will be a very impor-
tant humanitarian gesture for 
the Haitian people,” Eugene 
said. “We have approximately 
50,000 Haitians in the United 
States who have TPS, and the 

Advocating for TPS extension

Continued on Page 8

By Bert Wilkinson
Britain voting to leave the 

European Union is one thing. 
And now, if France does the 
same in the coming months 
such a move could present a big 
problem for Caribbean coun-
tries which produce and export 
rum.

Top regional officials, espe-
cially those involved in the 
Barbados-based, umbrella West 
Indies Rum and Spirits Asso-
ciation (WIRSPA) say they fear 

that rum exports to the EU 
could be hurt if the far right 
National Front party of Marine 
Le Pen wins the second round 
of the upcoming French presi-
dential elections.

Her party won 21.30 percent 
of the vote in the first round 
on Sunday, running second 
to Emmanuel Marcon, a can-
didate who favors the French 
remaining in the EU family of 
nearly 30 nations. Marcon won 

Continued on Page 6
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 
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By Nelson A. King 
Caribbean American Congresswoman 

Yvette D. Clarke has urged the Caribbean 
community in New York to vigorously 
“push back and fight back” on United 
States President Donald Trump’s immi-
gration policies. 

In addressing a town hall meeting 
Wednesday evening at the New Life Tab-
ernacle in the heart of the Caribbean 
community in East Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
Clarke said there was dire need for the 
community to “push back and fight 
back in the best interest of our own self-
preservation.”

“Donald Trump has been in office for 
fewer than 100 days, and he has been 
true to form,” said Clarke, representa-
tive for the 9th Congressional District 
in Brooklyn. “His administration has 
already undermined the broader inter-
national community’s confidence in our 
nation; threatened millions of American 
families with forced separation, through 
cruel and inhumane deportation prac-
tices; and initiated the process of elimi-
nating programs that are critical to our 
health and safety.

“Let’s be clear, we are called to defend 
our community from the threat of a 
man whose very defining principle has 
been the denial of our own civil rights,” 
added Clarke at the town hall meet-
ing, flanked by, among others, attorneys 
Diane Lucas, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Civil Rights in the Office of New 
York State Attorney General, and Sam 
Palmer-Simon, Supervising Attorney for 
the New York-based Immigrant Justice 
Corp.   

“We are at the center of his [Trump’s] 
disruption,” continued Clarke at the town 
hall meeting attended by her Jamaican-
born parents, Leslie and Una Clarke. 

Clarke: 
Defend 

your 
community

By Tangerine Clarke
Themed “Know Your Purpose” 

Brooklyn-based non–profit Women of 
Mission International (WOMI) honored 
the best and brightest women for their 
outstanding accomplishments in the 
community during the organization’s 
second Annual Awards Gala at Crystal 
Manor Ballroom in Brooklyn, on Friday, 
April 21.

The honorees included: Rhonda 
Benda, Kassandra Campbell-Wilson, Dr. 
Monica Sanchez, Phyllis David, Rena 
Adonis, D’Nike Amma, Dr. Melissa Var-
swik, Michelle A. Nicholas, Maxine 
Chambers, Tangerine Clarke, and Diane 
Madray.

Citations from Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams and NYS Senator 
Roxanne Persaud were also presented, 
while President of WOMI, Linda Felix-
Johnson, who celebrated her birthday 
on the same day, received citations from 
the same lawmakers.

Felix-Johnson praised the service of 
WOMI saying, “Our desire is to work to 
ensure that all woman folk are prepared 
to play their part. This, we feel can be 
achieved through education, guidance, 
and mentoring. 

“We are proud to have developed 
vibrant outreach programs that benefit 
many in Guyana and the diaspora, and 
we are committed to expanding these 
programs,” said Felix-Johnson.

WOMI’s initiatives include: a Senior 
Day Program, a Primary School Nutri-
tional program, Sponsor-A Student and 
School program, Community Confer-
ences, and a Vocational and Technical 
Scholarship Program.

Permanent Representative and 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plen-
ipotentiary of Guyana to the United 

Nations, H.E. Ambassador Rudolph M. 
Ten-Pow congratulated the organiza-
tion for its commitment to the inter-
est and welfare of the most vulnerable 
members of Guyana, and challenged 
the volunteers to take up the mantle to 
address mental health issues in their 
homeland.

“Help to change our society’s attitude 
towards mental health, not only for 
women and girls, but young men who 
also need help,” said Ambassador Ten-
Pow while sharing statistics from the 
World Health Organization (WHO) that 
has moved Guyana from first to fourth 
in the world for suicide incidents.

However, the diplomat said that this 
was little consolation and reminded 
WOMI of the high rate of female victims 
of suicide, and encouraged members 
and the community to make a contribu-
tion, whether voluntarily or financially, 
to aid the newly formed Sunrise Center 
for suicide in Guyana. 

He suggested the organization use 
its programs to counsel and service 
underserved areas of Guyana — in their 
hometown, school, or church that they 
attended as a child.

“The most helpful thing you can do is 
to use your tools and resources you have 
at your disposal to spread awareness of 
mental health issues to help to remove 
the stigma,” said Ambassador Ten-Pow.

Ambassador Ten-Pow applaud-
ed Semona Broomes, the first female 
miner, now, Guyana’s junior minister 
within the Ministry of Natural Resourc-
es, a special guest excused because of 
a family emergency, for her bravery in 
protecting helpless young girls victims 
of trafficking in Guyana, and praised 
WOMI for recognizing Broomes’ contri-
bution to women.

Addressing the topic: Know Your 
Purpose, Guyana’s Consul General to 
New York Barbara Atherly, called on the 
women to live their lives with purpose. 

“Living our lives with a purpose is all 
linked to us being empowered. Empow-
erment refers to increasing the spiritual, 
political, social or economic strength 
of people and communities. It often 
involves the empowered developing con-
fidence in their capacities.”

Atherly said, despite facing more gen-
der-related barriers, sexual harassment, 
unfair hiring practices than men in 
the workplace, women empowerment 
remains key to strengthening their par-
ticipation in decision-making “which is 
the most important key to socio-eco-
nomic development.” 

“Empowering women acts as a poten-
tial, which accelerates the economic 
growth and continued development,” 
added Consul General Atherly.

Latice M. Walker, member of the NYS 
Assembly, the Overseas Medical Assist-
ance Team (OMAT), and sponsor, Samp-
son Funeral Service Inc., congratulated 
WOMI for an outstanding evening of 
honors, celebrated with an inspirational 
rendition by D’Nike Amma, and music 
by the Cool Jazz Band. Rkity in turn, 
sang the Guyana National Anthem.

Board of directors are: President, Linda 
Felix-Johnson; Vice-President, Guliana 
Jacobs; Secretary, Sandy Campbell; Asst. 
Secretary, Keisha Felix; Treasurer, Den-
ise Nurse-Roland; Director, Denise Cop-
pin-Alexander; Director, Wenda Hud-
son; Director, Berneita Primo; Director, 
D’Nike Amma, Director, Dianne Dixon, 
and member, Carol Archer.

To make a donation to WOMI’s initia-
tives in the United States and Guyana, 
visit www.womenofmission.com.

WOMI honors women of 
purpose at annual gala

Honorees at the Women of Mission International gala at Crystal Manor in Flatbush on April 21. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
addresses the town hall meeting.
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 6



4    Caribbean Life, Apr. 28–May 04, 2017 BQ

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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Bahamas
The popular Bahamas Junkanoo 

Carnival has been postponed because of 
the May 10 general election. It will now 
take place from May 18-20, two weeks 
behind the original May 4-6 dates.

The postponement comes less than 
a week after organizers had announced 
the event’s line up for the three days.

Prime Minister Perry Christie recent-
ly announced that general elections will 
take place on May 10 .

Carnival lovers are 
disappointed over the 
move to push forward 
the date, especially 
those who are booked 
to travel to attend Junkanoo.

Chairman of the National Festival 
Commission Paul Major said it was in 
the country’s best interest.

Barbados
Barbados Attorney General Adriel 

Brathwaite has said that gay people are 
not persecuted in Barbados, based on 
their sexual orientation.

He sought to dispel the notion that 
homosexuals and lesbians were being 
targeted.

The attorney general made the state-
ment during a courtesy call on Cana-
dian High Commissioner Marie Legault 
recently.

Brathwaite maintained that, 
although buggery was still illegal in 
Barbados, this did not impact two con-
senting adults.

He said Barbados remained one of 
the Caribbean islands where gays could 
exist without fearing for their lives.

The attorney gen-
eral stressed that citi-
zens have always been 
aware and very “toler-
ant of same-sex rela-
tions within the society.”

In reply, the Canadian High Com-
missioner said Canadians “thrive on 
diversity” and she hoped Barbados 
would eventually come to a place where 
it was “different from the rest of the 
Caribbean.”

Guyana
The Guyana Cabinet is expected to 

review the Value Added Tax (VAT) paid 
on private school fees.

In a release, the government said 
the decision to review the proposal 
was made following a meeting between 
private school stakeholders and gov-
ernment officials, including the prime 
minister and minister of education.

The statement said Prime Minister 
Moses Nagamootoo has committed to 
reviewing VAT on private school fees at 
the next meeting of Cabinet.

During the meeting, Nagamootoo 
made a detailed presentation after lis-
tening to a number of educators, stu-
dents and parents.

He said the ministerial team will 
take the concerns and views expressed 
to Cabinet and an announcement will 
soon be made.

The prime minister said the issue will 
be reconsidered for the 2018 budget.

At the meeting, the prime minister 
acknowledged the introduction of VAT 
on private school fees was an unpopular 
tax which stakeholders protested.

He explained that 
the measure was not 
introduced in any way 
to place a burden on 
parents and students, 
but with the reduction of the VAT rate 
from 16 percent to 14 percent, there 
was a reduction of Guy$10 billion in 
revenue.

The prime minister said the govern-
ment has to examine ways in which to 
make up for this shortfall.

Haiti
Haitian airline, Sunrise Airways will 

soon launch a nonstop service between 
Port-au-Prince and Orlando, Florida.

Starting from October, the carrier will 

launch its first direct service from the 
Caribbean nation to the United States.

The flight will also be the first to 
connect to Orlando International Air-
port with Haiti’s Toussaint Louverture 
International Airport.

In a release, Sunrise officials said the 
new scheduled flights will begin on Oct. 
17  subject to government approval.

The airline also offers intra-Carib-
bean routes between 
Haiti and Cuba, Jamai-
ca,, The Bahamas, the 
Dominican Republic 
and the Turks and Cai-
cos.

Tourism officials say after welcom-
ing 1,189, 269 visitor arrivals in 2015, 
arrivals declined significantly in 2016, 
according to the Caribbean Tourism 
Organization (CTO).

Bahamas Junkanoo
Band members with the Bahamas Junkanoo Revue, dance and perform during a parade for Miami-Broward One Carnival, celebrat-

ing Caribbean culture in Miami. Associated Press / Wilfredo Lee

Continued on Page 16
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

24.01 percent. The two decimated a field 
of nearly a dozen candidates The second 
round of voting to determine who is the 
next French president is scheduled for 
May 7.

But Le Pen’s far right movement 
wants to vote like the British to aban-
don the EU, saying the system of col-
lective rules and general oversight from 
EU headquarters in Brussels, Belgium 
have undermined France’s sovereign-
ty, national identity and independence. 
She even wants drastic restrictions on 
immigration and does not want Brus-
sels to tell the French how to deal with 
issues such as migrants.

Frank Ward, head of the regional rum 
and spirts body argues that the EU may 
find it hard to survive a powerhouse and 
influential country like France leaving 
the EU but more importantly such a 
departure would undermine the Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (EPA) 
that the EU has with the Caribbean.

The EPA had replaced the Lome 
and Georgetown conventions which had 
governed trade and aid relations with 
the EU and the region and has much 
to do with sugar, rice, banana and rum 

exports to the EU.
“If there are any changes in govern-

ment in some of our major markets 
that may also have an impact. The idea 
that France may pull out of the EU that 
could have a significant impact upon us 
so if the outcome of the French elec-
tions is such that it engenders a more 
protectionist outlook, that would not 
bode well for us as an export-oriented 
industry because then there may be 
barriers put up to us being able to trade. 
I’m not saying that it’s going to happen 
but we always have to be thinking of 
various possibilities which will nega-
tively impact upon us,” Ward told the 
Barbados Today publication.

Barbados for example, earned $40M 
selling rum last year alone. Any major 
and drastic disruptions in that market 
could spell trouble for the region as 
the real fear is that the EPA aspects 
of agreements with Europe would not 
survive a French and British departure.

“Rum is an iconic product of the 
region for which we can be justifi-
ably proud. We have done many, many 
things together over the years. We have 
had numerous successes, we have had 
hiccups, but nonetheless we have man-
aged to advance the interest of the 
industry, not only for the owners of the 
companies themselves but also for the 
well-being of the community at large,” 
Ward argues.

The regional rum sector is closely 
monitoring the French vote even as a 
long running support program for the 
development of the rum industry in the 
region is coming to an end in the EU.

Regional rum 
may face French 

resistance
Continued from Page 1 

Una Clarke was the first Caribbean-born 
woman to be elected to New York City 
Council.

“We are being targeted for divestment, 
detention and deportation,” the congress-
woman said. “With his policies on immi-
gration, Donald Trump has attempted to 
return our nation to the worst parts of its 
history, when there were severe restrictions 
preventing Caribbean people and people of 
color generally from entering the United 
States, as well as ramped up, expanded and 
expedited deportations, or ‘politely, remov-
als, without access to due process.

“Can you say deportation force,” she 
asked. “Well, it’s real. I’m not sugar-coat-
ing it, and I’m not exaggerating. This is 
real talk.” 

Since Trump’s inauguration on Jan. 20, 
2017, the congresswoman said “dozens, if 
not hundreds, of people in New York City 
have been detained by ICE [Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement] agents.

“Often times, they have been deprived 
of their rights and available leniency, relief 
or pardon,” she said. “These recent events, 
done under the sole authority of the Don-
ald, have terrorized our community of 
law-abiding, hard-working immigrants, 
prompting countless people to panic – 
often after receiving false information 
and rumors about ICE raids, policies and 
procedures.”

Clarke warned that this “uncertain 

climate created by the Trump administra-
tion has allowed scam artists and other 
criminally-minded individuals to take 
advantage of people.”

But she urged members of the Carib-
bean community to know their rights, 
stating that, while ICE agents sometimes 
wear “street clothes, they cannot ask peo-
ple for money.

“With your help, we will better inform 
the people of Central Brooklyn about their 
rights and fight back on a grassroots level 
against Donald Trump’s atrocious, racist, 
and xenophobic and white supremacist 
policies,” Clarke said.

In the interim, she said she will con-
tinue to fight against Trump’s immigra-
tion policies, stating that she has already 
introduced a bill in the US House of 
Representatives that would require ICE 
agents to wear body cameras during all 
enforcement activities.

She has also calling on the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, successfully, 
to investigate civil rights abuses in the 
implementation of Trump’s executive 
orders on immigration. 

Additionally, Clarke said staffers in her 
District Office in Brooklyn have been 
working “tirelessly” with immigrants, 
“who have immigration issues, assisting 
them by conducting inquiries into their 
citizenship and green card applications, 
as well as providing referrals to quality 
pro bono legal service organizations that 
assist with certain immigration matters. 

Fight against Trump’s policies
Continued from Page 3 
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NOW-SUN, MAY 7

SAVE ON THE DESIGNERS  
THAT RARELY GO ON SALE!
S O S G SSAVE ON THE DESIGNERS
SALE

,

FRIENDS & FAMILY

GET IT THERE BY MOTHER'S DAY
ORDER ON MACYS.COM BY TUES, MAY 9 AT 11:59PM ET  
& CHOOSE STANDARD SHIPPING.

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE  
& FREE RETURNS
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. EXCLUSIONS APPLY;  
SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

GET 1O% OFF
ANY COSMETICS &  
FRAGRANCE PURCHASE!
SAVINGS TAKEN AT REGISTER OR WITH PASS IN STORE. 
USE PROMO CODE FRIEND ONLINE.  
CHANEL EXCLUDED ONLINE. ENDS 5/7/2017.

FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 4/26-5/7/2017.

MACY’S 
FRIENDS & FAMILY

EXTRA

3O%
OFF

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 
WITH YOUR MACY'S 
CARD OR PASS 
EXTRA 25% OFF JEWELRY, 
WATCHES & HOME ITEMS
EXTRA 10% OFF COSMETICS/
FRAGRANCES, ELECTRICS/
ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE, 
RUGS & MATTRESSES 
PROMO CODE FOR MACYS.COM: FRIEND

SAVINGS OFF REGULAR & SALE PRICES
NOT VALID IN BOSTON, MA, DENVER, CO, HOUSTON, TX & SURROUNDING AREAS. EXCLUDES 
ALL: Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, 
baby gear, designer jewelry/watches/sportswear, gift cards, gourmet foods, jewelry trunk shows, 
maternity, previous purchases, restaurants, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, select 
tech accessories, toys, wine, 3Doodler, Apple Products, Barbour, Brahmin, Breitling, Breville, COACH, 
Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro 
Line, Le Creuset, littleBits, Locker Room By Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael 
Kors, Michele watches, Movado Bold, Natori, New Era, Nike on Field, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, 
Spanx, Stuart Weitzman, Tag Heuer, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tory Burch, 
Tumi, UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford, Wüsthof & products offered by vendors who operate 
leased departments in any of our stores including: Burberry, Gucci, Longchamp & Louis Vuitton; PLUS, 
ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Chanel, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, 
RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit 
offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices.

30%/25%/10% 10% Cosmetics/fragrances
Valid 4/26-5/7/17
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

Services Provided:

Please call 347-915-1755 

(btwn Lenox and Clarkson Avenues). Bus: B17, B47 

renewal of this status is how they can 
continue to provide for their families.”

TPS provides immigration relief that 
has allowed Haitians to live and work 
freely in the United States. Having been 
renewed three times, TPS is set to 
expire July 22. 

Immediately after the Jan. 12, 2010 
earthquake that killed almost 300,000 
and left 1.5 million homeless, Haiti 
received TPS status for 18 months for 
those in Haiti during the earthquake. 
In 2011 it was extended to include 
individuals present up to January 2011. 
Forty thousand Haitians still live in 
tents.

Eugene reminded those gathered 
that Haiti is still recovering from the 
earthquake, has had an outbreak of 
cholera, and just last fall’s hurricane 
devastated the southern part of the 
country. “It cannot receive an influx of 
50,000 people,” he said. 

James McCament, the acting direc-
tor of U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services (ISCIS), said TPS should 
be terminated. “Conditions in Haiti 
no longer support its designation for 
TPS,” McCament said in a memo to 
U.S. Department of Homeland Secre-
tary John F. Kelly according to the 
Miami Herald.

Councilman Alan Maisel reminded 
those present that people in his Canar-
sie District are still recovering from 

Hurricane Sandy, and that is in this 
country. Imagine a country with so 
many economic and infrastructure 
challenges, he prodded. “Please take 
pity, President Trump,” he implored. 
“Have compassion and help the people 
of Haiti.” 

Retired Auxiliary Bishop Guy A. 
Sansaricq  from Brooklyn, an unwa-
vering Haiti advocate, as well as a rep-
resentatives from NYLAG — New York 
Legal Assistance Group, the Legal 
Aid Society and Union 32BJ — hold-
ing signs reading “Don’t Hurt Hai-
tian Families” were among  the many 
present advocating for TPS renewal. 

Holding a sign that read “Kite Yo 
Rete, Let Them Stay,” David Calvert 
of YouthBuild NYC Collaborative, an 
organization that has youth job and 
leadership projects in Haiti endorsed 
Councilman Eugene’s petition and the 
need to ensure the rights of Haitians 
in New York City. He added that U.S. 
policy should assist in the develop-
ment of Haiti. 

Eugene said that TPS holders con-
tribute $280 million to the econo-
my and Haitians send a tremendous 
amount — $1.3  billion — home;  
grandmothers raise kids and recent 
arrivals have opened small businesses. 

“We’re doctors, teachers, and taxi 
drivers and contribute to the fabric 
of America,” he emphasized. We must 
join forces and raise our voices.  Haiti 
is still in need.”  

Eugene pleads his case for TPS

Continued from page 1 

City Council Member Mathieu Eugene makes his case for the Department 
of Homeland Security to extend the Temporary Protective Status for Hai-
tians that expires in July. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Martin Khor
Martin Khor is Executive 

Director of the South Centre, a 
think tank for developing coun-
tries, based in Geneva.

PENANG, April 24 2017 (IPS) 
- This week, Donald Trump will 
mark his first hundred days 
as US President. It’s time to 
assess his impact on the world, 
especially the developing coun-
tries.

It’s too early to form firm 
conclusions. But much of what 
we have seen so far is of serious 
concern.

Recently there have been 
many U-turns from Trump. 
Trump had indicated the US 
should not be dragged into for-
eign wars but on 6 April he 
attacked Syria with missiles, 
even though there was no clear 
evidence to back the charge 
that the Assad regime was 
responsible for using chemical 
weapons.

Then his military dropped 
what is described as the biggest 
ever non-nuclear bomb in a 
quite highly-populated district 
in Afghanistan.

Critics explain that this flex-
ing of military might be aimed 
at the domestic constituency, 
as nothing is more guaranteed 
to boost a President’s popu-
larity and prove his muscular 
credentials than bombing an 
enemy.

Perhaps the actions were 
also meant to create fear in 
the leaders of North Korea. But 
North Korea threatens to coun-
terattack by conventional or 
nuclear bombs if it is attacked 
by the US, and it could mean 
what it says.

Trump himself threatens to 
bomb North Korea’s nuclear 
facilities. With two leaders 

being so unpredictable, we 
might unbelievably be on a 
verge of a nuclear war.

As the Financial Times’ 
commentator Gideon Rachman 
remarked, there is the danger 
that Trump has concluded that 
military action is the key to the 
“winning” image he promised 
his voters.

“There are members of the 
president’s inner circle who do 
indeed believe that the Trump 
administration is seriously 
contemplating a ‘first strike’ 
on North Korea. But if Kim 
Jong Un has drawn the same 
conclusion, he may reach for 
the nuclear trigger first.”

The New York Times col-
umnist Nicholas Kristof says 
the most frightening night-
mare is of Trump blundering 
into a new Korean war. It could 
happen when Trump destroys a 
test missile that North Korea is 
about to launch, and the coun-
try might respond by firing 
artillery at Seoul (population: 
25 million).

He cites Gen. Gary Luck, a 
former commander of Ameri-
can forces in South Korea, as 
estimating that a new Korean 
war could cause one million 
casualties and $1 trillion in 
damage.

Let us all hope and pray that 
this nightmare scenario does 
not become reality.

This may be the most unfor-
tunate trend of the Trump pres-
idency. Far from the expecta-
tion that he would retreat from 
being the world policeman and 
turn inward to work for “Amer-
ica First”, the new President 
may find that fighting wars 
or at least unleashing missiles 
and bombs in third world coun-
tries may “make America great 

again.”
This may be easier than 

winning domestic battles like 
replacing former President 
Obama’s health care policy or 
banning visitors or refugees 
from seven Muslim-majority 
countries, an order that has 
been countered by the courts.

But the message that people 
from certain groups or coun-
tries are not welcome in the US 
is having effect: recent reports 
indicate a decline in tourism 
and foreign student applica-
tions to the US.

Another flip-flop was on 
NATO. Trump condemned it 
for being obsolete, but recently 
hailed it for being “no longer 
obsolete,” to his Western allies’ 
great relief.

Another note-worthy but 
welcome about-turn was when 
the US President conceded that 
China is after all not a currency 
manipulator. On the campaign 
trail, he had vowed to name 
China such a manipulator on 
day 1 of his presidency, to be 
followed up with imposing a 
45 percent tariff on Chinese 
products.

Trump continues to be 
obsessed by the US trade defi-
cit, and to him China is the 
main culprit, with a $347 bil-
lion trade surplus versus the 
US.

The US-China summit in 
Florida on April 7-8 cooled 
relations between the two big 
powers. “I believe lots of very 
potentially bad problems will 

be going away,” Trump said at 
the summit’s end.

The two countries agreed to 
a proposal by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping to have a 100-
day plan to increase US exports 
to China and reduce the US 
trade deficit.

For the time being the much 
anticipated US-China trade war 
is off the radar. But it is by no 
means off altogether.

Trump has moved to shred 
Obama’s climate change policy. 
He proposed to cut the budget 
of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) by 31 per-
cent  and eliminate climate 
change research and prevention 
programmes throughout the 
federal government. The EPA, 
now led by a climate change 
skeptic, was ordered to revise 
its standards on tailpipe pollu-
tion from vehicles and review 
the Clean Power Plan, which 
was the centrepiece of Obama’s 
policy to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions.

Trump has asked his Com-
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
to prepare a report within 90 
days on the US’ bilateral trade 
deficits with its trading part-
ners, and whether any of them 
is caused by dumping, cheat-
ing, subsidies, free trade agree-
ments, currency misalignment 
and even unfair WTO rules.

Once Trump has the analy-
sis, he will be able to take 
action to correct any anoma-
lies, said Ross.

We can thus expect the 

Trump administration to have 
a blueprint on how to deal with 
each country with a significant 
trade surplus with the US.

If carried out, this would be 
an unprecedented exercise by 
an economic super-power to 
pressurise and intimidate its 
trade partners to curb their 
exports to and expand their 
imports from the US, or else 
face action.

During the 100-day period, 
Trump did not carry out his 
threats to impose extra tariffs 
on Mexico and China. He did 
fulfil his promise to pull the 
US out of the TPPA but he has 
yet to show seriousness about 
revamping NAFTA.

A threat to the trade system 
could come from a tax reform 
bill being prepared by Republi-
can Congress leaders. The orig-
inal paper contains a “trade 
adjustment” system with the 
effect of taxing US imports by 
20 percent  while exempting US 
exports from corporate tax.

If such a bill is passed, we 
can expect a torrent of criti-
cism from the rest of the world, 
many cases against the US at 
the WTO and retaliatory action 
by several countries. Due to 
opposition from several busi-
ness sectors in the US, it is 
possible that this trade-adjust-
ment aspect could eventually 
be dropped or at least modified 
considerably.

In any case, as the new US 
trade policy finds its shape, 
the first 100 days of Trump 
has spread a cold protectionist 
wind around the world.

On another issue, the icy 
winds have quickly turned into 
action, and caused internation-
al consternation.

Trump has moved to shred 
Obama’s climate change pol-
icy. He proposed to cut the 
budget of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) by 31 
percent and eliminate climate 
change research and preven-
tion programmes throughout 
the federal government.

The EPA, now led by a climate 
change skeptic, was ordered to 
revise its standards on tailpipe 
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Generations of rhythm and 
blues aficionados are grieving 
the death of Cuba Gooding, Sr. 

The incomparable singer 
died in Los Angeles, California 
on April 20 at age 72. 

Generation X, next and 
milennials may regard him as 
the father of two celebrated 
Hollywood thespians — Cuba 
Jr., his Academy Award win-
ning son and Omar, an equal-
ly accomplished actor who 
received critical acclaim debut-
ing in the film “Baby Boy.” 

But prior to their birth, the 
senior Gooding amassed celeb-
rity status and was nationally 
celebrated as a “soul singer.” 

Gooding Sr. found fast fame 
fronting a trio renowned as the 
Main Ingredient. Born April 27, 
1944 in the Bronx, the ambi-
tious singer grew up with Tony 
Sylvester, Luther Simmons, Jr. 
and McPherson in Harlem. Syl-
vester, Simmons and McPher-
son formed the group the 
Poets, a group that evolved to 
become the Insiders and later 
the Main Ingredient.

Gooding worked with the 
group as a backup singer, but 
when McPherson became too 
sick to tour, Gooding sang lead 

during live concerts.
McPherson was diagnosed 

with leukemia and died on July 
4, 1971.

As fate would have it, Gooding 
proved to be the main ingredient 
steering the group to garner 
several gold singles, including 
“Just Don’t Want to Be Lonely,” 
“Happiness is Just Around the 
Bend,” “Rolling Down a Moun-
tainside” “Superwoman,” “Spin-
ning Around, I Must be falling In 
Love,” “Summer Breeze,” “I’m 
So Proud” and their highest-
charting hit with 1972’s “Every-
body Plays the Fool.”

The single held the number 
two spot on the R&B chart for 
three weeks and scored doubly 
hitting the number three slot 
on the all-genre Billboard Hot 
100 chart selling more than a 
million copies.

Had his immigrant father 
lived to witness his son’s suc-
cess he probably would have 
been ecstatic with pride.

Reportedly, Barbados-born 
Dudley MacDonald Gooding 
died when Cuba was just 11 
years old. Allegedly the Carib-
bean native spoke seven lan-
guages and defined himself as 
a Pan-African advocate, loyal to 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey.

According to reports, the 
avowed African nationalist 
“fled his native Barbados to 
escape servitude in 1936.” 

Determined to elude the 
national obligation he made 
his way to Cuba, where he 
immersed himself into activ-
ism related to the Garvey 
movement.

While on the Spanish island 
he married a native Cuban.

Life was ideal for a time, 
however, soon afterwards his 
bride was murdered reportedly 
it was because of the couple’s 
political activity. 

Reportedly, before she died, 
while on her death-bed, the 
devoted husband promised her 

he would name his first son 
Cuba after her homeland. 

Soon after her death, Dud-
ley — Gooding Sr.’s father — 
moved to Harlem. That was 
1937.

He met and later married 
Addie Alston. 

They lived in the Bronx and 
together they had one son, 
Cuba.

 “He spent a lot of time in 
Cuba, and he loved the coun-
try.”

A decade after his father’s 
death, Cuba found his passion 
and love. It was music.

Booked to perform at the 
Apollo Theater and other 
New York hot-spots, the Main 
Ingredients led by Cuba Good-

Cuba was his name: Barbados his ‘main’ claim to fame 

Cuba Gooding Sr. with his son Cuba Gooding Jr. Vince Bucci

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 14
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The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
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FAMILY LAW
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Free Consultation*
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ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR 
HIGH ENERGY BILLS?

BEFORE AFTER

pollution from vehicles and 
review the Clean Power Plan, 
which was the centrepiece of 
Obama’s policy to reduce car-
bon dioxide emissions.

The plan would have shut 
down hundreds of coal-fired 
power plants, stop new coal 
plants and replace them with 
wind and solar farms.

“The policy reversals also 
signal that Mr Trump has no 
intention of following through 
on Mr Obama’s formal pledges 
under the Paris accord,” said 
Coral Davenport in the New 
York Times.

Under the Paris agreement, 
the US pledged to reduce its 
greenhouse gases by about 26 
percent from 2005 levels by 
2025. “That can be achieved 
only if the US not only imple-
ments the Clean Power Plan 
and tailpipe pollution rules but 
also tightens them or adds more 
policies in future years,” says 
Davenport.

She quotes Mario Molina, a 
Nobel prize-winning scientist 
from Mexico, as saying: “The 
message clearly is, we won’t 
do what the United States has 
promised to do…They don’t 

believe climate change is seri-
ous.  It is shocking to see such 
a degree of ignorance from the 
US.”

Will the US pull out of the 
Paris Agreement? An internal 
debate is reportedly taking place 
within the administration.  If 
the country cannot meet and 
has no intention of meeting its 
Paris pledge, then it may find a 
convenient excuse to leave.

Even if it stays on, the new US 
delegation can be expected to 
discourage or stop other coun-
tries from moving ahead with 
new measures and actions.

There is widespread dismay 
about Trump’s intention to stop 
honouring the US pledge to 
contribute $3 billion initially to 
the Green Climate Fund, which 
assists developing countries 
take climate actions.

Obama had transferred the 
first billion, but there will be 
no more forthcoming from the 
Trump administration unless 
Congress over-rules the Presi-
dent (which is very unlikely).

Another adverse develop-
ment, especially for developing 
countries, is Trump’s intention 
to downgrade the importance of 
international and development 
cooperation.

In March Trump announced 
his proposed budget with a 
big cut of 28% or $10.9 billion 
for the UN and other interna-
tional organisations, the State 
Department and the US agency 
for international development, 
while by contrast the proposed 
military budget was increased 
by $54 billion.

At about the same time, the 
UN humanitarian chief Stephen 
O’Brien urgently requested a 
big injection of donor funds 
to address the worst global 
humanitarian crisis since the 
end of the second world war, 
with drought affecting 38 mil-
lion people in 17 African coun-
tries.

The US has for long been a 
leading contributor to humani-
tarian programmes such as the 
World Food program.  In future, 
other countries will have to pro-
vide a greater share of disas-
ter assistance, said Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson.

“The US is turning inward 
at a time when we are facing 
these unprecedented crises that 
require increasing US assist-
ance,” according to Bernice 
Romero of Save the Children, 
as quoted in the Los Angeles 
Times.  “In 2016 the US con-

tributed $6.4 billion in humani-
tarian assistance, the largest in 
the world.  Cutting its funding 
at a time of looming famine 
and the world’s largest displace-
ment crisis since World War II is 
really unconscionable and could 
really have devastating conse-
quences.”

Trump also proposed to cut 
the US contribution to the UN 
budget by an as yet unknown 
amount and pay at most 25 per-
cent  of UN peacekeeping costs.  
The US has been paying 22 per-
cent  of the UN’s core budget of 
$5.4 billion and 28.5% of the 
UN peacekeeping budget of $7.9 
billion.  Trump also proposed a 
cut of $650 million over three 
years to the World Bank and 
other multilateral development 
banks.

The foreign affairs commu-
nity in the US itself is shocked 
by the short-sightedness of the 
Trump measures and 121 retired 
US generals and admirals urged 
Congress to fully fund diploma-
cy and foreign aid as these were 
critical to preventing conflict.

The proposed Trump budget 
will likely be challenged at the 
Congress which has many sup-
porters for both diplomacy and 
humanitarian concerns.  We 

will have to wait to see the final 
outcome.

Nevertheless the intention of 
the President and his adminis-
tration is clear and depressing.   
And instead of other countries 
stepping in to make up for the 
United States’ decrease in aid, 
some may be tempted to like-
wise reduce their contribu-
tions.

For example, the United 
Kingdom Prime Minister Teresa 
May in answer to journalists’ 
questions refused to confirm 
that the UK would continue its 
tradition of providing 0.7 per-
cent of GNP as foreign aid.

This has led the billionaire 
and philanthropist Bill Gates 
to warn that a cut in UK aid, 
which currently is at 12 billion 
pounds, would mean more lives 
lost in Africa.

Besides the reduction in 
funding, the Trump foreign 
policy approach is also dampen-
ing the spirit and substance of 
international cooperation.

For example, the President’s 
sceptical attitude towards global 
cooperation on climate change 
will adversely affect the overall 
global efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions and build 
resilience to global warming.

Continued from page 10 
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New 2017
TOYOTA

SIENNA LE
FWD 8PSGR

Stk#N71548, Mod#5338,  6cyl, auto,
alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr 
steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $34,348.  

$3,589 Due at Signing.

$239
36 Mos Lease

$3,350 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017
TOYOTA
RAV4 LE

AWD
Stk#N71241, Mod#4432,  4cyl, auto, a/c,
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $27,589. 
 $2,954 Due at Signing.

$179
36 Mos Lease

$2,775 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017
TOYOTA
CAMRY

SE
Stk#N70195, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto,

alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr 
steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  

$2,929 Due at Signing.

$129
36 Mos Lease

$2,800 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017
TOYOTA

COROLLA
SE

Stk#N71830, Mod#1864,  4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 

winds/ lcks. MSRP $21,621. 
 $3,099 Due at Signing.

$99
36 Mos Lease

$3,000 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)
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Did You Know 
the Fair Housing 
Act Protects 
Your Rights?

A landlord CANNOT 
ask you about your 
disability, unless: 
you are applying for 
housing only open to 
persons with certain 
disabilities, or you are 
asking for a reasonable 
accommodation. That's 
a Fair Housing Fact.

For more information on 
the Fair Housing Act and 
your rights, call us at 
212/674-2300 and ask to 
speak to someone about 
your housing rights.

CID••NY

Manhattan
841 Broadway, Suite 301
New York, NY 10003
212/674-2300 (tel)
646/350-2681 (VP)

Queens
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd
Kew Gardens, NY 11415
646/442-1520 (tel)
347/905-5088 (VP)

ing joined the ranks of the most elite 
rhythm & blues groups — the Stylis-

tics, the Intruders, Chi-lites, Persuad-
ers, Delphonics, Spinners, O’Jays, the 
Manhattans and others.

Music lovers that discovered the 
unique and soothing voice that powered 
the suave and romantic trio also knew 
that the distinctive lead singer defined 
the brand distinctly American, uniquely 
Black and superlatively significant to a 
genre of global envy. 

With Gooding at the helm, the group 
was regarded among the best. 

While harmony provided the main-
stay for appeal to rhythm and blues 
performers, it was Gooding’s impecca-
ble and distinctive vocal delivery that 
defined the group.

They worked with Stevie Wonder and 
the best producers of the era.

To fans there was only one Cuba 
Gooding — no senior nor junior.

At age 22 Cuba married singer Shirley 
Sullivan.

They moved to California. 
It was there he realized he had to add 

“senior” to his name. 
His first son, Cuba Jr. quickly emerged 

a star after debuting as an actor in the 
movie “Boyz in the Hood.”

He won an Academy Award for his sup-
porting role in the film “Jerry McGuire” 
and emerged a box-office success.

The actor recently portrayed O.J. 
Simpson in the TV miniseries depict-
ing the demise of the former football 

superstar. 
The couple also parented Omar, an 

actor who made his debut in the film 
“Baby Boy.”

The Goodings are also parents to 
Tommy, a musician and April, an actress 
and comedian.

The singer and his wife Shirley 
parted in 1974 but remarried in 1995 
and spent their honeymoon in Bar-
bados. 

The lead singer took hiatus from 
the famed group in 1977. During that 
period he released two solo albums but 
reunited with them two years later.

Cuba Jr. said as a child he enjoyed 
watching his father work and was proud 
of his celebrity. He spoke nostalgically 
about how his father often encouraged 
him to join him on-stage.

“It was a lot of feeling like, “I come 
from royalty’.”

In his later years, Gooding Sr. tried 
his hand at acting in a few small roles 
and even released a new single titled 
“Politics” in 2007. The song was played 
during the 2009 inaugural ball.

Allegedly he was also working on a 
film project titled “Everybody Plays the 
Fool: The Cuba Gooding Story” which 
aimed to highlight three generations 
of his family: Dudley Gooding, Cuba 
Gooding Sr., Cuba Gooding Jr. and 
Omar Gooding.

Gooding Sr. died one week before his 
73rd birthday.

He was found slumped over in his sil-
ver Jaguar, which was parked on a street 
in Woodland Hills, California.

Catch You On The Inside!
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SHEPELSKY  
LAW GROUP  
IMMIGRATION & FAMILY LAW

We specialize in difficult cases, prior attorney 
mistakes, deportation, court proceedings

Immigration Court & Deportation  Green Cards Through Marriage  
Visas & Green Cards for Family Members  Appeals, Motions to Reopen 

Abuse Cases (Violence Against Women & Men)  Asylum  
U.S. Citizenship with Criminal Arrests  Divorces, Child Support, Visitation

Serving the New York community since 2002

Tel:718.769.6352

St. Vincent
A new state-of-the-

art multi-million dollar 
marina which is being 
constructed on the Vin-
centian island of Can-
ouan will transform the island into a 
major hub for yachting.

Glossy Bay Marina is said to be the 
first super yacht marina in the east-
ern and southern Caribbean, with 120 
berths, including 24 “super yacht” 
berths capable of accommodating 
yachts between l00 and 200 feet long.

Irish financier Dermot Desmond, one 
of the major investors in the project, 
has already spent US$60 million and is 
on track to make a further investment 
of another US$25 million to US$30 mil-
lion this year and a similar sum next 
three years.

He said Italian investor also pumped 
US425 million into the project.

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
said he is seeing significant opportuni-
ties for Vincentians from the project.

He said when the marina is fin-
ished there are gong to be opportunities 
galore as there are already opportuni-
ties for Vincentian entrepreneurs.

St. Kitts
Prime Minister Dr. 

Timothy Harris has 
condemned the vicious 
attack that led to the 
death of one woman and 
injuring another in Nevis on Easter 
Monday.

Police reported that Moreall Webbe, 
28, was killed and Sonia Grant sus-
tained serious injuries when the car in 
which they were traveling was riddled 

with bullets. The women were heading 
home from a bingo game when they 
were shot at.

In a release, Dr. Harris said the inci-
dent that took place in Cotton Ground 
was in “shocking contrast with the 
values espoused during the season of 
reverence.”

“My government condemns that 
abhorrent, barbaric act and implores 
those with any information to contact 
the Royal St. Christopher Police Force  
to ensure that justice is meted out 
swiftly for the sake of the victims, their 
families and loved ones as well as for 
their safety and security of us all,” the 
release stated.

Trinidad
More than 1,793 Trinidad and Tobago 

nationals were deported from the Unit-
ed States over the past 10 years.

National Security Minister Edmund 
Dillon made this announcement in Par-
liament while he was answering ques-
tions from the opposition about the 
level of deportees from 2007 to 2016.

According to Dil-
lon, the highest level of  
nationals deported from 
the United States over 
the 10-year period was 
in 2008, when 325 were sent back.

The lowest figure was in 2015 when 
77 were deported.

He said the returnees are placed in 
different categories according to the 
reasons / crimes they had committed.

The national security minister said 
the most serious category of deportees 
are those concerning murder and ter-
rorist activities, who are monitored by 
Trinidad and Tobago Intelligence forces 
and the police.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
)Maintain a strong connection with your child

)Set reasonable limits and expectations
)Address sensory needs at home and in the community

)Reduce personal and familial stress
)Respond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City Council Council Autism 
Awareness Initiative and in partnership with the Kennedy Child Study Center

Dates:  May 11, May 18, May 25 and June 1, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Address provided upon registration
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 
advanced registration is requested.

By Vinette K. Pryce
“The world’s oldest human 

is Jamaican Violet Brown, who 
was born on March 10, 1900. 
Congrats Violet,” Jamaica’s 
Prime Minister Andrew Hol-
ness tweeted on April 15 via the 
information highway.

Proud to inform the uni-
verse of his island’s super cen-
tenarian’s super status Holness 
resorted to a practice the cur-
rent US. president regularly 
relies in order to boast a fam-
ily’s pride while expressing the 
joy of a nation.

At 117 years old, the eld-
est of elders on the island was 
born and still lives in Trelawny, 
a parish in Jamaica thousands 
of curious foreigners flocked to 
visit after Usain Bolt, the world’s 
fastest human first sprinted to 
finish in record times. 

They wanted to eat the foods 
he ate, drink the water he drinks 
and if only briefly breathe the 
same air that would enable an 
Olympic experience.

According to the Gleaner 
newspaper, “she eats every-

thing, except chicken and pork, 
and skips the alcohol.”

“I don’t drink rum and dem 
tings,” she told the newspaper. 

“I tell you, these young peo-
ple these days have it easy — 
piped water, taxis and buses to 
bring them where they want to 
go, everything to their conven-
ience,” Brown reportedly said 
on her birthday in 2010. 

“When I was younger, and 
even as an adult, I had to work 
so hard that sometimes when 
I look back, I cry at how hard 
I had to work to make a living 
for my family.” 

Nicknamed “Aunt V,” she 
and her husband worked as 
cane farmers and credits hard 
work to her longevity. 

On hearing the news of her 
milestone accomplishment, 
the super survivor said: “I feel 
good, I feel happy to be the old-
est person (in the world).” 

“I did not feel I would become 
the oldest person, I feel I would 
pass long ago. Thank God for 
whatever He has given to me.” 

Ironically, her eldest son 

Harland Fairweather celebrated 
his 97th birthday on the same 
day she received the record-
breaking news.

“He was really overwhelmed 
with the achievement,” a rela-
tive said.

Unfortunately Fairweather 
died four days later on April 19. 

Fairweather was hyperten-
sive and died after a short bout 
of illness.

“They were very close and 
shared the same residence.”

 “It is well known that she 
wanted him to bury her and 
occasionally stated that upon 
the passing of either one of 
them, the other would follow 
shortly afterwards,” a source 
close to her said.

“She is well aware of every-
thing and she is grieving.”

Reportedly, Mosse Brown, 
who had six children lost 
another son previously but still 
has four surviving children 
who are celebrating longevity 
with her.

Mosse-Brown was born at 
the turn of the last century 

when Queen Victoria ruled 
Brittania and reigned supreme 
throughout the English-Carib-
bean region. 

She still lives in the same 
house with family members. 
The home has been in their 
family for the past 200 years.

Dr. Thomas Perls, professor 
of medicine and geriatrics at 
Boston University and Boston 
Medical Center explained that 
at any one time, there are only 
about 300 super-centenarians 
— people who are 110 and 
older — living worldwide.

They aren’t born with just 
one “aging well” gene, but 

many of them — “it’s like win-
ning the lottery,” he said— 
which allows them to delay or 
escape major diseases. 

Women are much more like-
ly to enjoy extreme longevity: 
About 85 percent of centenar-
ians are women. At the most 
extreme ages, 110 and older, 
that number grows to 90 per-
cent, Perls said. 

The oldest living man is 
currently 113-year-old Israel 
Kristal and lives in Israel. 

Mosse-Brown earned the 
title after the death of Emma 
Morano of Italy. She died at 117 
years, 137 days old.

Oldest Jamaican is also 
world’s super centenarian

Violet Mosse Brown and her 97-year-old son.
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COVERAGE FROM 
YOUR EARLY DAYS 

THROUGH YOUR
 BEST YEARS.

Health Plans. For Now, For Life.

Whether you’re putting on training wheels or planning a retirement trip, 
EmblemHealth off ers a choice of quality, aff ordable health insurance plans for you 

and your family. With dental and vision benefi ts and a large network of primary care 
physicians and specialists, we’ll help keep you covered along the way.

Find your plan at emblemhealth.com or call 1-877-411-EMBLEM.
   

 1750 86th St., Brooklyn, NY • 718-680-2121 | 1609 Ave Z, Brooklyn, NY • 718-934-6809
www.brfcu.org 

Gene Brody (left) Congratulate his successor, Anthony Grigos (right) 
after his appointment, as the new President? CEO of Bay Ridge 

Federal Credit Union
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
A Toronto-based makeup 

enthusiast wants to propel the 
availability of beauty products 
specific to black women in the 
makeup industry. TAJJ Cos-
metics is the brainchild of it’s 
founder June Smith, a Jamai-
can-Canadian lover of cosmet-
ics, who started the company 
in 2008 out of necessity, she 
said.

“What I really and truly 
want to see is for the beauty 
industry to pay more attention 
to women around the globe, 
and pay more attention to black 
women,” said Smith. “I want to 
see diversity and I want to be 
able to walk into store and see 
foundation in all colors.” 

This lack of options is what 
led her to entrepreneurship. 
The idea for TAJJ Cosmetics 
arose after Smith noticed a 
corn forming on her toe and 
she became self conscious 
about showing her feet as a 
result. Growing fed up with 
keeping her feet hidden she 
sought a solution for it, and 
that is how she got started into 
the industry, she said.

“I was always hiding my 
toe and didn’t want to show 
it because I wanted to get rid 
of this unsightly thing,” said 
Smith. “I thought to myself, 
there are all these things can 
cover discoloration for the face, 
but how come there is nothing 
for the feet?” 

In her search for a solu-
tion she encountered the few 
options available to black 

skin tones. But after endless 
researching she thought of an 
idea, and consulted with vari-
ous companies to come up with 
her pigmented and waterproof 
product, the Incredible Corn 
Concealer. 

“I was looking for a con-
cealer and something to match 
my skin but trying to find these 
products as a black woman is 
hard, so I decided to create my 
own line,” said Smith. 

And she quickly expanded to 
include other products when 
several close friends and rela-
tives inquired about using the 
product on their faces. Naming 
the company after herself and 

her three sons, TAJJ is an acro-
nym for Tyler, Andre, Jever, and 
June. Currently offering beau-
ty basics such as eye shadow, 
foundation, lipstick, the com-
pany’s products comes with the 
pigmentation needed for darker 
tones, according to Smith.

And the company is still 
branching out as future mer-
chandise will soon incorpo-
rate more lip products such as 
colored lip glosses, said Smith. 
But a main company priority 
is informing buyers of prod-
ucts useful to them. Smith 
said trends and few options 
cause black consumers to buy 
more, but she wants them to 

get things they need.
“I want to educate people 

on beauty and what they do or 
don’t have to use,” she said. “I 
do not want to just sell because 
I want to tell them the pros and 
cons of products — because not 
everyone needs a concealer.”

Smith said catering to the 
underserved was the reason 
why she entered the makeup 
business, and that was a major 
reason why her company was 
different from other makeup 
companies.

“We want to standout and 
want to make sure we fulfil the 
needs — we don’t just want you 
to buy lipstick and that’s very 

important for me,” she said. 
“We are different and first of 
all because if we just got into 
with just with foundation and 
lipstick we’d be lost — we got 
into it with a niche product and 
our products are specifically 
designed for black women.”

With TAJJ growing as 
a company in several years, 
Smith believes it will get big-
ger. Attracting buyers mostly 
from the United States, United 
Kingdom, and even as far the 
Australia, she said there was a 
demand for cosmetics catering 
to black women and abandon-
ing that base for growth is not 
ideal. 

“Wherever I see a need is 
where I try to be,” said Smith. 
“I want my company to focus 
on black women. The moment 
we get into what everyone else 
is doing is when we’ll be just 
be like everyone else and we 
want to stay on the platform 
we started, that’s where we’re 
staying to build on.”

A cosmetic company for black women

Founder and CEO of TAJJ Cosmetics June Smith, created her own makeup line after hav-
ing a hard time fi nding beauty products to solve a toe concern. Her passion is to provide 
more options to black buyers. Andre Smith 

Smith and award-winning Brit-
ish international creative hair 
artist Angela Plummer, at the 
International Hair and Beauty 
Show in New Jersey last year.
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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Dr. Anise Joseph

Dr. Emmanuel Valery

Meet Our Friendly Doctors!
LaSante’s physicians and medical staff are from our community

and understand the needs of you and your family.

Primary Care  �  Newborn Care  �  Internal Medicine  �  General Pediatrics  �  Vaccinations  �  Acute Wound Care
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A MODERN FACILITY WITH
A PERSONAL TOUCH WHERE YOUR DOCTOR 
ACTUALLY KNOWS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

 

B12 B4 B494 

 2 5

672 Parkside Ave 2nd Fl
Brooklyn, NY 11226
Between Nostrand Ave & Rogers Ave

P U B L I C  T R A N S I T :

Bus Lines:

Train Lines:

O P E N :

Mon - Fri
9AM - 5PM

C U O S OU OU

YOU’RE INVITED
Come Celebrate Our Grand Opening!

FUN FOR EVERYONE

FRIDAY, MAY 5
10:00 AM 11:30 AM

GRAND OPENING

MEET HAITIAN VLAD

PARKSIDE

FUN GIVEAWAYS

RADIO COVERAGE

BALLOON ARTIST

FACE PAINTING

PREP ACADEMY 

CONCERT

718.246.5700

Schedule

an Appointment

Today
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Since 1937, the RWDSU has represented the employees at
Bloomingdale’s flagship store on 59th Street. The store is a 
New York City institution and an internationally famous tourist

destination. Every year it generates millions of dollars in profits for
Bloomingdale’s and serves as an icon for the upscale retail chain. 

The customer service provided by RWDSU Local 3 members is one
of the reasons for the enduring popularity at this iconic store.
Bloomingdale’s workers’ customer service and skills on the sales floor
at the 59th street store have helped establish the Bloomingdale’s brand
which has benefited the retailer’s sales both in-store and online. 

That’s why it’s important that Bloomingdale’s invests in its workers.
They want the in-store experience to be a positive one for customers,
created by motivated workers. Bloomingdale’s needs to negotiate a fair
new contract with its workers by the May 1 deadline. Negotiations have
so far been difficult, with the company asking for unreasonable
givebacks and refusing to address issues with the commission policy
that are hitting workers’ paychecks hard.

At 59th Street, online sales are happening because of the work Local
3 members do on the sales floor – often spending hours providing
service to customers who then finalize their sales online. In fact,
Bloomingdale’s has placed signs in the store encouraging customers to
finalize their purchases online. Workers’ time and attention are helping to
make sales every day, but commissions that should be going to them are
instead being pocketed by management. This is resulting in huge pay cuts
for Bloomingdale’s workers, the majority of whom are paid only through
their commissions. Bloomingdale’s workers are reporting that they are
taking home at least 20 percent less than they were five years ago.

Bloomingdale’s management has so far refused to consider
reasonable solutions to this issue that would reward commission pay
from these types of sales while still providing customers with the option
to pay online for in-store sales. In addition, Bloomingdale’s health care
benefits are becoming unaffordable for workers, with premiums going
up each year and outpacing employee wage increases. The company
also wants to take away hard-won seniority rights and other benefits
from senior employees. And, Bloomingdale’s workers are also being
harmed by a store policy which requires them to give up commissions
even months after a sale is made if an item is returned. When they get
their paychecks they don’t even know if they will be able to keep the
money they have earned or will be forced to return it at a later date.

The bottom line is that Bloomingdale’s needs to reinvest in its
workforce to build for the future, and to protect its brand. It’s what will
keep people shopping at Bloomingdale’s and online. It’s more important
than ever that Bloomingdale’s ensures a positive in-store experience –
and not just to make sales, but to preserve the mystique of the
Bloomingdale’s brand that transcends their brick-and mortar stores. 

RWDSU members will not accept a contract
that diminishes the value they provide for
Bloomingdale’s. And Bloomingdale’s shouldn’t
pursue a contract that will hurt their workers
as well as their standing as a premier
shopping destination and experience.

By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Bloomingdale’s
Needs to Recognize
Value of Its Workers

By Nelson A. King
Amid heightened fears in the immi-

grant community in the United States 
over President Trump’s draconian immi-
gration policy, Acting Brooklyn District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez on Monday 
announced that his office is implement-
ing a new policy aimed at minimizing 
collateral immigration consequences 
of criminal convictions, particularly 
for misdemeanor and other low-level 
offenses. 

Gonzalez said his office has hired two 
immigration attorneys to train all staff 
on immigration issues and to advise 
prosecutors when making plea offers and 
sentencing recommendations on cases 
of non-citizen defendants “in an effort 
to avoid disproportionate collateral con-
sequences, such as deportation, while 
maintaining public safety.

“I am committed to equal and fair jus-
tice for all Brooklyn residents – citizens, 
lawful residents and undocumented 
immigrants alike,” he said. “Now, more 
than ever, we must ensure that a convic-
tion, especially for a minor offense, does 
not lead to unintended and severe conse-
quences like deportation, which can be 
unfair, tear families apart and destabilize 
our communities and businesses. 

“In Brooklyn, we have been proactive 
in protecting immigrants from fraud 
and hate crimes; and now, with the 
unprecedented hiring of immigration 
attorneys and the implementation of 
this policy, we continue to lead on this 
important issue,” Gonzalez.

He stressed that his office is “not seek-
ing to frustrate the federal government’s 
function of protecting our country by 
removing non-citizens whose illegal acts 
have caused real harm and endangered 
others.”

Rather, he said his goal is to enhance 
public safety and fairness in the criminal 
justice system, adding that this policy 
complements but does not compromise, 
this goal. 

“We will not stop prosecuting crimes, 
but we are determined to see that case 
outcomes are proportionate to the 
offense as well as fair and just for every-
one,” Gonzalez said. 

The New York Immigration Coalition 
Executive Director Steven Choi con-
gratulated Gonzalez on this “significant 
initiative. 

“This is an important step to protect 
Brooklyn’s large and diverse immigrant 
population,” he said. “Misdemeanors 
and low-level offenses often trap immi-
grants who are unfamiliar with the legal 
process – and potentially expose them 
to harsh ‘double punishment’ of being 
deported and ripped from their families. 

“The New York Immigration Coalition 
looks forward to the program’s success 
and eventual expansion,” Choi added. 
“After all, this is our New York, one that 
fights for justice of all people.”   

The acting district attorney said that 

non-citizen defendants may face harsh 
immigration penalties as a result of 
criminal convictions, even for minor 
offenses. 

He also said lawful residents (green 
card holders or students, workers, visi-
tors, refugees and asylees with valid 
visas) can face deportation, detention 
during removal proceedings, bars to re-
admittance into the country and nega-
tive effects on applications for perma-
nent residency or citizenship. 

Gonzalez said a conviction for undoc-
umented immigrants can make them a 
priority for deportation enforcement or 
eliminate the possibility of the cancella-
tion of removal proceedings that might 
be otherwise available based on length 
of stay, marriage, extreme hardship and 
other factors. 

According to federal law, four fac-
tors primarily affect how a conviction 
impacts a defendant’s immigration con-
sequences.

Firstly, Nature of the crime. Certain 
offenses, like those involving a control-
led substance, domestic violence, fire-
arms, crimes against a child and crimes 
of moral turpitude, are prioritized and 
can be determinative on how a state 
offense is treated for immigration pur-
poses. 

For instance: some state misdemean-
ors, like possession of marijuana and 
petit larceny, are considered felonies for 
immigration purposes, while trespass 
and unauthorized use of a vehicle are 
not, Gonzalez said.

Secondly, Length of sentence. Certain 
misdemeanor dispositions are tanta-
mount to aggravated felonies for immi-
gration purposes. 

Thirdly, the length of the defendant’s 
stay in the United States, and fourthly, 
whether the defendant has prior convic-
tions and the nature of such convictions, 
Gonzalez said.  

He said the policy complements cur-
rent practices pursuant to New York 
City’s status as a sanctuary city, under 
which his office does not share immigra-
tion status of victims and witnesses with 
federal authorities and encourages all 
residents to report crimes and cooper-
ate with investigations without fear of 
reprisals. 

Gonzalez said the Brooklyn District 
Attorney’s Office has “done much to pre-
vent immigrants from becoming victims 
of crime and to assist those who become 
victims.”

He said that includes “well-attended” 
immigration forums in several com-
munities that are now being held on a 
monthly basis; “an active Hate Crimes 
Unit and a robust Immigrant Fraud Unit 
that is specifically tasked with inves-
tigating crimes against immigrants; a 
regular review of U-Visa applications 
of witnesses and victims; a culturally 
diverse team of counselors in the Vic-
tims Services Unit; and more.”

New policy for 
immigrant defendants
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INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249

PAID ADVERTISEMENT PAID ADVERTISEMENT

OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves 
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

I
f you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, 
dry eyes, feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies 
or watery eyes, you are not alone. A simple proce-
dure performed under local anesthesia can help.

 Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of 
people fl ock annually to be examined due to these 
symptoms. There are many diffent causes for these 
problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain drugs to 
lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkin-
sons & nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes 
exposing them to recurring infections & other serious 
conditions.”
 Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or 
drops of artifi cial tears and antibiotics are not enough 
for many. Dr. Golio explains, “A test that all patients 
with these symptoms should take in front a mirror, 
lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and hold 
it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not 
to blink for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its 
normal position in a second. We often see patients 
with such sagging eyelids that after taking this test 
their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 to 
10 seconds.”
 A simple procedure that does not require hospital-
ization, removes a small amount of skin from the edge 
of the eyelid restoring the position thereof. “It’s like 

pulling the rope of a hammock that has withered with 
time,” says Dr. Golio.
 If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are 
exposed outdoors for longer periods of time may 
have increased symptoms and incidences of infec-
tions. Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the 
lashes touching the eye causing even more irritation.
 This procedure that corrects a sagging lower lid is 
done under local anesthesia by removing excess skin, 
aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain 
or patches needed, you return home the same day 
and the stitches fall out on their own within one or two 
weeks.
 The same day of the surgery you can watch televi-
sion, read a book, warm up your own food as well as 
wash your face permitting the stitches to get wet. 
 In short, you will be able to fend for self the same 
day of procedure.
 Private insurances and Medicare will cover the 
procedure when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, 
symptoms of tearing, recurrent infections or inver-
sion of the eyelashes. This procedure should not be 
confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any 
insurance.

935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451
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Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Corporate Events

Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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S unburn can be a painful, 
unsightly consequence 
of too much unprotected 

time spent in the sun. But sun-
burn is more than just a tem-
porary nuisance. According 
to the Skin Cancer Founda-
tion, sunburn can cause long-
lasting damage to the skin and 
increase a person’s risk of de-
veloping skin cancer.

Sunburn tends to be so com-
mon, particularly during the 
warmer months of the year, 
that many people may con-
sider it a relatively harmless 
byproduct of spending time 
outside under the sun. But the 
United Kingdom-based chari-
table organization Cancer Re-
search UK notes that getting 
painful sunburn just once ev-
ery two years can triple a per-
son’s risk of developing mela-
noma, the most dangerous 
form of skin cancer. 

A better understanding of 
sunburn and its relationship 
with skin cancer may encour-
age more people to prioritize 
protecting their skin when 
spending time in the sun:

What is sunburn?
Sunburn occurs when the 

DNA in skin cells has been 
damaged by ultraviolet radia-

tion. Many people associate 
sunburn with skin that peels 
or blisters, but any skin that 
turns pink or red in the sun 
has been sunburnt. 

Am I always 
vulnerable?

Though many people may 
only get sunburns on hot days, 
that’s not because the skin is 
not susceptible to sunburn 
year-round. In fact, sunburn 
can occur any time of year be-
cause it’s caused by ultraviolet 
radiation, which has nothing 
to do with the temperature. 
Many people only spend time 
outdoors on hot days; hence, 
the reason they may only suf-
fer sunburn in late spring and 
summer. 

Since sunburn can occur at 
any time of year, it’s impera-
tive that skin is covered up 
and sunscreen is applied re-
gardless of what time of year 
a person is enjoying the great 
outdoors.

Am I safe once my 
skin peels?

People who have experi-
enced sunburn may have no-
ticed their skin peeling in the 
days after they were burned, 
though not every sunburn 

victim’s skin peels. Peeling is 
how the body rids itself of the 
damaged cells that can lead to 
cancer. 

But just because a sunburn 
victim’s skin peels post-sun-
burn does not mean that per-
son has necessarily dodged 
the skin cancer bullet. Some 
damage may remain after 
skin peels, and that remain-
ing damage can still make 
sunburn sufferers vulnerable 
to skin cancer.

I’ve been sunburned. 
Now what?

A sunburn, even a par-
ticularly bad sunburn, does 
not guarantee a person will 
develop skin cancer. But fre-
quent sunburns increase a 
person’s risk of the disease, 
so people who have been sun-
burned, whether it’s just once 
or several times, should re-
visit what they’re doing to pro-
tect their skin before going 
back out in the sun. 

Wearing protective cloth-
ing, including long sleeve 
shirts and protective hats, and 
applying strong sunscreen 
with a minimum sun pro-
tection factor of 30 are just a 
couple of ways to protect skin 
from sun damage. 

Applying suffi cient amounts of sunscreen with a minimum sun protection factor of 30 can help adults and 
children reduce their risk for skin cancer.

Summer draws people 
outdoors to enjoy fun 
in the sun. But not ev-

ery aspect of summertime 
weather can be pleasant, 
especially when sunburn 
rears its blistery head.

Despite the health warn-
ings about sun exposure, 
people still venture out-
doors repeatedly without 
the use of a protective prod-
uct with a high enough 
SPF. Side effects of failing 
to protect the skin can in-
clude nasty burns and an 
increased risk of skin can-
cer later in life. Perhaps in-
dividuals fail to take sun-
burns seriously because 
they don’t associate sun-
burns with anything dan-
gerous. But sunburn is just 
like any other burn and the 
skin pays the price.

Most people wouldn’t in-
tentionally set fire to their 
skin or play with caustic 
chemicals. But they will 
spend hours in the sun un-
protected. Just like the 
flames of a fire, the sun can 
cause serious burns, even 
second- and third-degree 
ones. A second-degree burn 
causes not only damage to 
the epidermis, or the outer 
layer of skin, but extends 
deeper into the dermis as 
well. A third-degree burn 
seriously harms the entire 
epidermis and dermis, as 
well as nerves and fatty tis-
sue contained within, ac-
cording to The Children’s 
Hospital of Wisconsin. Be-
cause the epidermis and 
hair follicles are destroyed, 
new skin will not grow.

Sunburn can occur af-
ter roughly 15 to 30 minutes 
of exposure to the sun. The 
burn itself may not show 
up for hours later, which 
is why people often think 
they’ve avoided a burn. The 
results of sunburn are often 
pain, redness, and poten-
tial blistering, depending 
on the level of damage. Al-
though there is no specific 
treatment for sunburn, 
there are some remedies 
that can help the pain and 
help to speed up recovery.

Drink plenty of water. 

Damaged skin may not be 
able to properly inhibit the 
loss of moisture from the 

body, resulting in dehydra-
tion. Drinking water can 
replenish fluids needed for 
comfort and health.

Over-the-counter pain 

medications may allevi-

ate the stubborn pain. If 
the pain is very severe, con-
sult a physician, who might 
feel prescription-strength 
pain relievers are neces-
sary. There also are topical 
pain-relief sprays that tem-
porarily dull the pain and 
cool the skin.

Use cool, wet com-

presses. Lotions that 
soothe can also be helpful 
and reduce swelling. Look 
for ones with natural ingre-
dients, such as aloe vera.

Oral antihistamines 

can help. When the skin 
eventually starts to peel 
and becomes itchy, anti-
histamines can relieve the 
itch.

If blisters are pres-

ent, leave them be until 

they break on their own. 
Prematurely breaking sun-
burn blisters can increase 
the risk of infection. An 
antibiotic cream may be 
applied after the blisters 
break to speed up healing 
and prevent infection.

Know then to call a 

doctor. If the sunburn is 
severe or accompanied by a 
fever, consult a physician.

The best way to treat 
sunburn is not to get it in 
the first place. This means 
being diligent about apply-
ing sunblock before going 
outdoors. 

Get relief from 
sunburn pain

The best way to treat sunburn 
is not to get it in the fi rst place. 
This means being diligent about 
applying sunblock before going 
outdoors.

Sunburn and the 
risk of skin cancer

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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Hearing aids that are 
comfortable AND discreet 
– see them for yourself! 
HearUSA offers a complete 
line of products to fit 
every lifestyle.

HHHEEEEAAARRR BBEETTTTEEERRRR 
&&& LLLIIVVEE BETTTTTEEERR
wwitthh nnewww hheearingg aaidd 
tteechhnnnoolooggy ffrom HHeaarrUUUSSAA!

SILK™
Nearly invisible in the ear

PRIMAX™
Hear better with less effort 
all day long

CELLION™
Completely rechargeable

© 2017 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

Free 43”  TV available with purchase of a pair of Signia level 3, 
5 or 7 hearing aids. Not valid with any other discount health 

plan. Excludes previous purchases. Offer expires 5/31/17

with purchase of a pair of Advanced 
and Premium level technology

Must have hearing loss. Valid one gift card per customer 
per 12 month period. Offer expires 5/31/17

FREE $25 
GIFT CARD

with a FREE Hearing Screening

FRREE $225

$1500 off purchase of a pair of Signia level 5 or 7 hearing aids; 
an additional $300 off toward the purchase when trading in 
old hearing aids. Everyday price for Signia 5px is $3,895, after 
discount $3,145. Excludes previous purchases. Not valid with 

any other discount health plan. Offer expires 5/31/17

SCCHHEEDDUULE AA FFREEE HEAARINNGG SSCRREEEENIINNG!!

BETTER HEARING
UNLOCK THE DOOR TO

YOU’RE INVITED!

BETTER HEARING MONTH CCCEELLEEBBRAAATIOOON

SAVE UP TO

YOUR PURCHASE

$1800 OFF

FREE 43  TV“

Lianne Aponte, Au.D., CCC-A
Doctor of AudiologyCall Today: 1-855-203-1173

8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

Skin cancer can affect anyone, and 
overexposure to the sun, a key risk 
factor for skin cancer, can occur at 

any time of year. Whether it is a hot, sul-
try day spent by the pool or a chilly day 
skiing the slopes, any exposure to the 
sun can result in skin damage that can 
increase a person’s risk for skin cancer. 
Plus, certain areas of the body are more 
susceptible than others.

How does skin cancer 
form?

When DNA, the material that en-
codes genetic information in all cells of 
the body, is damaged and the body can-
not repair that damage, a person’s risk 
for cancer increases. Damaged cells 
begin to grow and divide uncontrolla-
bly. Damaged skin cells that divide and 
spread can cause skin cancer. Because 
skin cancer tumors generally form in 
the outer-most layer of the skin known 
as the epidermis, skin cancer may be 
more readily apparent and detectable 
than many other cancers in the early 
stages. 

The American Academy of Derma-
tology says that one in fi ve Americans 
will develop some form of skin cancer in 
their lifetime, while the Canadian Skin 
Cancer Foundation says that basal cell 
carcinoma, the most common form of 
skin cancer, affects 50,000 to 60,000 Ca-
nadians each year.

Where is skin cancer most 
likely to appear?

Skin cancer is most likely to appear 
on the areas of the body most exposed 
to the sun. These include the head, face, 
neck, arms, and legs. Those who are bald 
or balding can also have skin cancer ap-

pear on their scalp. But skin cancer can 
develop anywhere on the body where 
there is skin, which makes it important 
to routinely check all areas of the body 
for indicators of the disease.

A recent study by The Mayo Clinic 
found that, while skin cancer can affect 
anyone, young women are more likely 
to receive a diagnosis. The study indi-
cated that melanoma, the most serious 
type of skin cancer, has increased by 
eight times for women under the age of 
40 since 1970. Even children can get skin 
cancer. A study in the journal Pediatrics 
found that the number of cases of skin 
cancer among children and adolescents 
has been increasing each year by about 
two percent.

Types of skin cancer
There are three main types of skin 

cancer. They include basal cell carci-
noma, squamous cell carcinoma, and 
melanoma.

Basal cell carcinoma occurs in the 
basal cells, which are the lowest level of 
the epidermis. It can appear as a shiny 
translucent or pearly nodule, a sore that 
continuously heals and then reopens, a 
pink slightly elevated growth, reddish 
irritated patches of skin, or a waxy scar.

Squamous cell carcinoma occurs 
in the upper layer of the epidermis. It 
often looks like a crusty, red patch of 
skin.

Melanoma begins in the melano-
cytes, the cells in the epidermis that 
give the skin its color. Melanoma is the 
most deadly form of skin cancer because 
it can quickly spread into the lymph sys-
tem of the body and organs. Melanoma 
can form in a preexisting mole or form 
a new mole.

Adults and even children are susceptible to skin cancer when spending time outdoors.

Skin cancer is a 
year-round danger

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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The Vascular Institute of New York
Welcomes Dr. Sheila Blumberg

Vascular Surgeon

Dr. Blumberg is a board certifi ed vascular surgeon who 
has dedicated 100% of her time to the management 
of vascular diseases. Working in a modern 
4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, 
Dr. Blumberg focuses on minimally invasive 
techniques that target women and underserved 
minorities.

Dr. Sheila Blumberg

Open Mondays–Sundays 8AM-6PM
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Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identifi ed to permanently 
eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped millions 
of women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone imbalance. 
Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance and how to 
eliminate these problems is the essential information program for all women.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

Many men and women want 
to have a sun-kissed look 
come summer, and that 

may drive them to spend hours 
out in the sun or inside tanning 
salons.

Repeated, unprotected expo-
sure to ultraviolet rays, whether 
from the sun or tanning beds, 
can cause skin damage, eye 
damage, immune system sup-
pression, and skin cancer, ac-
cording to a variety of health 
sources. The Skin Cancer Foun-
dation says each year there are 
more new cases of skin cancer 
in the United States than there 
are incidences of cancers of the 
breast, prostate, lung, and co-
lon combined. About 90 percent 
of nonmelanoma skin cancers 
are associated with exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation.

While a tan can make a per-
son appear healthy, over time ul-
traviolet exposure can acceler-
ate the effects of aging, causing 
noticeable changes to the skin. 

Overexposure to these rays can 
cause skin to sag as the skin 
loses its ability to go back into 
place after stretching. Sun expo-
sure can cause fi ne and coarse 
wrinkles, freckles, mottled pig-
mentation, dilation of small 
blood vessels under the skin, 
and cancerous tumors. 

Exposure to radiation of any 
kind puts a person at risk for skin 
ailments. Cumulative ultraviolet 
exposure may even lead to mela-
noma — the most serious form of 
skin cancer that is responsible 
for 75 percent of all skin cancer 
deaths — later in life.

Those who want to look tan 
can still rely on artifi cial means 
to achieve a sun-kissed glow:

Bronzers
Bronzing powders are cosmet-

ics that are brushed on the skin 
and typically applied to the areas 
of the body that would be touched 
by the sun, such as the bridge of 
the nose, apples of the cheeks, col-

larbone, and shoulders. 
Bronzers are commonly used 

to contour the skin to de-empha-
size certain features or play up 
others. A bronzer will wash off 
with soap and water or a cos-
metic removal cleanser.

Sunless tanner
Sunless tanners come in 

sprays, lotions, and even mois-
turizers. Sunless tanners have 
been around in some form since 
the 1960s, and they work by em-
ploying DHA, a colorless sugar 
carbohydrate that interacts with 
dead skin cells of the epidermis. 

The sugar causes a chemical 
reaction that results in a color 
change. Results may take a few 
applications and can last up to 
a week.

Safe options for 
looking tanned

Spray tanning is a safer option than 
tanning beds or exposing the skin to 
too much sun.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Kingsbrook will offer 
free stroke screenings and 
education from April 24 to 
29, 11 am–2 pm in the Vas-
cular Laboratory, Katz 
building fourth fl oor on 
the medical center’s main 
campus. Kingsbrook’s free 
screening program pro-
vides access to detection 
opportunities for the under 
and uninsured of the com-
munity. The screening pro-
gram is part of the facility’s 
prevention agenda to im-
prove access to quality care 
and early detection efforts 
and is offered via Kings-
brook’s Best Health School. 

Kingsbrook has re-
ceived the Gold Stroke 
Award for the past several 
years, an honor that rec-
ognizes the hospital’s com-
mitment to ensuring that 
stroke patients receive the 
most appropriate treatment 
according to nationally rec-
ognized, research-based 
guidelines. Additionally, 
Kingsbrook specializes in 

stroke rehabilitation and 
has a designated Stroke 
Center implemented in 
its Emergency Depart-
ment. The center is fully 
equipped with tele-stroke 
capabilities, a two-way, 
video conferencing system 
with stroke and neurology 
specialists. 

“Knowing your risk fac-
tors is key to prevention,” 
says Enid Dillard, direc-
tor of Marketing and Pub-
lic Affairs at Kingsbrook. 
“Stroke is very prevalent 
in our community and as 
such, we are happy to pro-
vide these early detection 
efforts.”  

For more information 
on the monthly screening 
schedule for 2017, visit at 
www.kingsbrook.org un-
der Community Programs 
& Events or call (718) 604–
5062.

Kingsbrook Jewish Med-
ical Center (585 Schenectady 
Ave. between Winthrop 
Street and Rutland Road).

Kingsbrook offering 
free stroke screenings
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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$1195 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

GreenhouseCafe.com
718 -833 -8200 LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

$4495
Per person +

tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$21Per child +

tax & gratuity

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
 Garden Greens  

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE

Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

with Apple Brandy Glaze

with Lemon Saffron Sauce

White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce

Sautéed Boneless Chicken Cutlet w/ Portabella Mushroom & Marsala Wine

($8.00 Extra) with Herb Butter 
All Entrées served with Mashed Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Coffee Or Tea

By Nelson A. King
The Organization of American States 

(OAS) on Thursday incorporated a bust 
of former Bahamian Prime Minister 
and national hero Sir Lynden Pindling 
to its “Hall of Heroes.”

The OAS said the incorporation took 
place at its headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. in a ceremony that was attended by 
senior Bahamian officials, including the 
Attorney General and Senator, Allison 
Maynard Gibson; the Consul General of 
The Bahamas in Washington, Paulette 
Zonicle; and the Governor-General and 
wife of the late Sir Lynden Pindling, 
Dame Marguerite Pindling. 

Others were the Director of the Sir 
Lynden Pindling Foundation and son 
of the former Prime Minister, Obafemi 
Pindling; the Permanent Representative 
of the Bahamas to the OAS, Ambassa-
dor Elliston Rahming; the Ambassador 
of The Bahamas to the United States 
of America, Eugene Newry; as well as 
OAS Assistant Secretary General Nestor 
Mendez’ and representatives from other 
OAS member countries. 

“The everlasting legacy that this 
great Caribbean son has left in the lives 
of the people a small island state like 
The Bahamas,” said Rahming, noting 
Sir Lynden’s socio-economic contribu-
tions and role in the Bahamas’ inde-
pendence. 

Rahming also recalled the role the 
former prime minister played in the 
liberation of the former President of 
South Africa Nelson Mandela, accord-
ing to the OAS. 

Mendez also spoke about the life and 
heritage of Sir Lynden, highlighting his 

achievements and contributions in the 
educational, multilateral, economic, 
political and legal realm. 

“During his lifetime, Sir Lynden, 
a political giant and visionary, left 
an indelible mark upon the Com-
monwealth of the Bahamas and our 
region,” he said, stating that Pindling 
was the longest-serving, democratical-
ly-elected head of government in the 
hemisphere. 

“We thank the government of the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas for 
honoring our organization with the 
placement of this bust in our Hall of 
Heroes,” Mendez said. 

“Here, Sir Lynden will proudly stand 
among the other great luminaries and 
historical figures of our hemisphere,” 
he added.

Bust of Sir Lynden Pindling 
added to ‘Hall of Heroes’

Bust of former Bahamas Prime Min-
ister Sir Lynden Pindling incorporat-
ed in OAS’ Hall of Heroes. OAS

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Congresswoman Yvette D. 

Clarke has announced the 2017 Congres-
sional Art Competition, which allows 
young Brooklyn artists to share their inspi-
ration with the entire community.

Clarke, who represents the 9th Con-
gressional District in Brooklyn, said some 
of the most talented artists in history were 
from Brooklyn. 

She said prolific neo-expressionist Jean-
Michel Basquiat went to Edward R. Mur-
row High School in Midwood; and mural-
ist Marion Greenwood, a major contribu-
tor to the social realist tradition, was born 
in Brooklyn as well. 

“I fully expect that the next generation 
of young women and men in Brooklyn will 
continue that proud tradition,” Clarke said. 
“Through the Congressional Art Competi-
tion, high school students have an oppor-
tunity to showcase their brilliant work 

here in our community and – for the first-
place entrant – in the United States Capitol 
in Washington, D.C., for a full year. 

“I encourage all aspiring artists, who 
are interested in creating a work that 
reflects our community, to enter the com-
petition, as well as anyone interested in the 
arts to join me at the Brooklyn Museum 
for the showcase,” she added. 

The competition, open to students who 
attend a high school within the 9th Con-
gressional District of New York, allows 
for the submission of work until Friday, 
May 5.

Clarke will also host a 2017 Congres-
sional Art Competition Award Presenta-
tion Show (location to be announced) in 
May.

For additional information, contact 
Reginald Belon, District Representative, 
at 718-287-1142 or Reginald.Belon@mail.
house.gov.

Clarke announces 2017 
Congressional Art Competition
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By Alexandra Simon
Music runs in the family. 
Reggae pop singer K’reema is com-

ing out with her first EP, which is set 
to be released later this month. The 
daughter of popular reggae musi-
cian King Yellowman, the young 
artist was always exposed to music 
and even recorded several songs and 
music videos. But now she is taking 
her craft to the next level and delving 
into the field that made her father a 
household name, she said. 

“Since coming out on the scene 

three years ago, I always wanted to 
do music from growing up and lov-
ing music as little girl,” she said. “I 
always dreamed of putting my music 
out there in the world and hoping 
that people enjoy it.”

And her debut single “Drop It” is 
appropriately titled based on a break 
she took since first launching her 
singing career. She got the idea from 
wondering fans.

“It was while since I had put out 
music — I was touring but not 
putting anything out, and people 

were asking when are you going drop 
music,” said K’Reema.

She said her music particularly 
focuses on relationships and a variety 
of feelings people experience. In her 
release, she explores those themes 
and hopes to elicit a mixture of lis-
tener reactions.

“I feel like I try to touch on every-
day aspects from a female standpoint 
and as it pertains to us as women,” 
she said. “This EP is a rollercoaster of 
emotions and it’s such a dear project 

K’Reema debuts her new EP 

Runs in the family: Reggae pop singer K’Reema, also the daughter of famous singer King Yellowman, is 
releasing her debut EP. Jamie Barnett

Continued on Page 38

Jamaican music pioneer Daddy U Roy, 
who ruled the charts in the 70s with hit 
singles, ‘Penny For Your Song’ (with Der-
rick Harriott); ‘Stop that Train;’ ‘Dread in 
a Babylon;’ ‘Wake The Town;’ ‘Rule The 
Nation’ and ‘Wear You To The Ball’ (with 
John Holt) is set to perform in Queens on 
Sunday, June 25.

‘The Originator,’ as he is known, has 
earned an invitation to perform at New 
York’s Groovin In The Park at Roy Wilkins 
Park where he will join reggae / rocksteady 
hitmaker Freddie McGregor, chart topper 
Ken Boothe and music magician Leroy 
Sibbles. All four acts will form part of a 
special package that celebrates the magic 
of the Rocksteady / reggae era. It is his first 
outdoor concert performance in New York 
City in more than 25 years and he is over 
the moon.

By Tequila Minsky
What do teachers do in their spare 

time?  Most teachers would say that’s a 
contradiction in terms!

Teachers who are also artists have in 
fact two vocations — like Brooklyn’s PS 
138 middle school teachers Michèle Vol-
taire Marceline and Alix (Buyu) Ambr-
oise and teaching artist Jessica St. Vil-
Ulysse.  

Marceline is a multi-faceted perform-
ing artist, Ambroise plays a mean saxo-
phone, and St. Vil-Ulysse dances and is 

Daddy U Roy to 
perform in NYC

Celebrating 
life with jazz

Poet, actress Michèle Marcelin ends 
her proverb poem with a call to ac-
tion.  Photo by Tequila Minisky

Continued on Page 38
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I Feel It Coming
The Weekend Feat. Daft Punk

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Love On The Brain
Rihanna

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

I Don’t Wanna Live Forever
Zayn / Taylor Swift

Paris
The Chainsmokers

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Rockabye
Clean Bandit Feat. Sean Paul

Chained To The Rhythm
Katy Perry Feat. Skip Marley

Memories... Do Not Open
The Chainsmokers

PTX Vol. IV: Classics (EP)
Pentatonix

Star-light: Live On Tour
Bethel Music

All-Amerikkkan Bada$$
Joey Bada$$

Divide
Ed Sheeran

More Life
Drake

Pure Comedy
Father John Misty

Beauty And The Beast (2017)
Soundtrack

Whiteout Conditions
The New Pornographers

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Moana
Soundtrack

TOP 10 
SINGLES

“This performance is a big, 
big thing! The last time I per-
formed outdoor in New York was 
with Toots in Central Park in the 
80s” he recalled.

“I have heard about Groovin 
but this is the first time I am 
being invited to perform. It’s an 
honor and I will do my best to 
please everyone,” he affirmed.

Roy is a major superstar in 
Europe and Africa where he 
performs regularly. A few years 
ago he had a minor hit state-
side with singer Richie Stephens 
called ‘Real Reggae Music’ and 
‘Ebony Eyes’ featuring Winsome 
Benjamin. A follow up single 
‘Nah Complain’ with entertainer 
Kafinal topped reggae charts in 
Canada and New York. Earlier 
this year, he recorded ‘Pumps & 
Pride’ with singer Tarrus Riley 

that is getting traction on numer-
ous stations in the Diaspora. His 
biggest hit is still his collabora-
tive song ‘Wear You To The Ball’ 
that was released with John Holt 
in the early 70s. It reached #1 on 
the Jamaican chart and stayed 
there for 12 weeks.

“‘Wear You To The Ball’ is my 
biggest song. It is requested by 
fans everywhere I perform. They 
love it!,” he disclosed.

When asked which other 
artiste he would consider record-
ing with, the ‘Wake The Town’ 
singer said emphatically, “I 
would love to do a collaboration 
with Mariah Carey. She has a 
musical range that only Minnie 
Riperton can match. She is a 
high grade singer. I also love Gla-
dys Knight, Patti Labelle, Dian-
na Ross and Whitney Houston. 
These are some of the best sing-
ers of all time,” he explained.

to me — it’s going to take 
you through a state of hap-
piness, sadness, and excite-
ment.”

Inspired by musicians such 
as Shania Twain, Beyonce, 
Tanya Stephens, and Beres 
Hammond, the singer 
describes her music as a mix-
ture of reggae and pop — two 
sounds that encompass the 
two environments she was 
raised in, she said. 

“I kind of wanted to touch 
on both sides of music, from 
growing up in Kingston and 
living here in New York,” she 
said. “I want to touch on my 
roots, and where I currently 
am in life.”

But while she loves having her 
father guide her in her career, 
she sometimes feels she has a 
higher bar to meet because of 
his celebrity but hopes fans can 

see beyond that.
“It’s great and it’s chal-

lenging at the same time, 
everyone knows my daddy 
and they’re wondering ‘Can 
she really do this,’ with a 
lot curiosity,” said K’Reema. 
“But I’m working hard to 
show that I’m my own artist, 
I really love to do this and 
I’m not trying to live off of 
my dad.”

And her father is one of 
her biggest supporters, she 
said. Growing up with music 
around her, K’Reema said it 
was only natural that she 
found a space in music, but 
more importantly she wanted 
listeners to know that she 
was more similar to them 
than otherwise.

“I want people to know 
K’Reema and love my music 
and know that I’m a regu-
lar everyday girl, a sister, a 
daughter and just getting my 

music out there,” she said. 
“Growing up in a big family, 
music always been that ave-

nue for me to step out from 
brothers and sisters — I love 
music.” 

REGGAE AND POP
Continued from Page 37

Poetry Groovin in the Park 
Continued from Page 37 

The singer who says she sometimes feels she has to meet 
the high expectations, strongly believes that she was des-
tined for music. Jamie Barnett

Reggae singer Daddy U. Roy.

a choregrapher. 
These three, all Haitian, came 

together at the branch library in 
Laurelton for a performance enti-
tled “Celebration of Life: Poetry, 
Dance and All That Jazz.” 

Joining them to celebrate 
through their artistic mas-
tery, by mid-afternoon, neigh-
borhood residents along with 
friends and fans traveling from 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and Long 
Island packed the library’s com-
munity space. 

Poet, writer, and perform-
er Michèle Voltaire Marceline 
started off with a Haitian Cre-
ole piece she fabricated.  Know-
ing how rich the countless 
inventory of Haitian proverbs 
are, she juxtaposed proverbs 
that have opposite meanings to 
show Haiti’s many dimensions,  
in her poem always addressing 
the country “peyi” first.

Here are a few proverbs in 
translation that she shared: 
Country, where bragging bulls 
barely have horns; Country, 
where the giver of the blow 
forgets, the bearer of the scar 
remembers; Country where the 
stones in the water do not know 
the pain of the stones in the 
sun. And the best known: Peyi 
dèyè mòn gen mòn — Country, 
where beyond the mountains, 
are more mountains. 

Her poem ends with a call to 
action: This country is like my 

finger; I can’t cut it away. This 
country is ours; what will we do 
to save it?

“These illustrate the paral-
lel universes that exist simul-
taneously in Haiti,” Marcelin 
explains.  

The poet also performed two 
other original poems: Ars Poet-
ica and I am Woman. 

A spellbound audience 
watched choreographer St. Vil-
Ulysse’s opening dance entitled 
“It’s not just the Vodou” to the 
music of Obed Jean-Louis and 
spoken words of Ella Turenne. 

Saxophonist Buyu Ambroise 
performed Frantz Casséus’s 
Mèsi Bon Dye. In his second 
number, he mashed up the tra-
ditional song “Koute Moun Yo” 
with “Rare Rara.” 

Wrapping up the afternoon, 
Marceline introduced a poem 
by Frankétienne — a leading 
Haitian writer known for a body 
of Haitian Creole literary work 
— Rapjazz.  Ambroise and St. 
Vil-Ulysse joined her in a collab-
orative high-energy finale, com-
pletely engaging the audience. 

To Frankétienne’s Rapjazz, a 
high-energy collaboration of 
the three performing artists.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued from Page 37 
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By Kam Williams
Will (Martin Bradford) is the 

proprietor of Kupcakes, a hair 
salon located in Algiers, the 
only New Orleans parish on 
the west side of the Mississippi 
River. What makes him unique 
is that he’s also a grassroots 
activist who periodically stands 
on the proverbial soap box, 
preaching to anybody who’ll 
listen about Rosa Parks and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

He only has one employee, 
Nola (Jessica Morali), a gor-
geous shampoo girl. They 
are secretly lovers, too, only 
because she has a very over-
protective brother, Denzel 
(Reginal Varice), who is driven 
beserk just by the thought of 
her sleeping with anybody.

For example, he went crazy 
and beat up the entire staff 
at Napoli’s Pizzeria, when he 

suspected the owner of sleep-
ing with her. Gesuippe Napoli 
(Ricky Wayne) was so incensed 
by the pummeling that he’s 
summoned a hit man from Sic-
ily (Gianni Boromei) to knock 
off the perpetrator.

Meanwhile, right across the 
street from Kupcakes we find 

Marvin’s, an old-fashioned bar-
bershop frequented by a color-
ful cast of characters. The place 
is run by Marvin (Vas Black-
wood) and his two brothers, 
Hathi (Corey Mendell Parker) 
and Anaconda (Nicoye Banks).

Each of the siblings has a 
distinctive physical trait. Mar-

vin has a huge Afro, Hathi has 
big ears, and Anaconda was 
blessed with gargantuan geni-
talia, hence the nickname. And 
he’s a sex addict dating Nola’s 
BFF, Karen (Kamille McCuin). 
Karen is the neighborhood 
drug dealer, not to be confused 
with another hustler who lurks 

around, pressuring passersby 
to purchase everything from 
watches to underwear.

Additional players in this 
theater of the absurd include 
Woody (Lucius Baston), an 
aspiring opera singer who 
only stutters when he speaks, 
and a a trio of hooded Ku 
Klux Klansmen threatening 
to kill Will unless he stops the 
pontificating in favor of civil 
rights.

All of the above are afford-
ed their moments to shine in 
N.O.L.A. Circus, a kitchen sink 
comedy written and directed by 
Luc Annest. The foul-mouthed 
Frenchman is apparently una-
ware of contemporary social 
trends, since his irreverent film 
debut arrives laced with pro-
fanity, ethnic slurs, misogyny 
and assorted other salacious 
material ostensibly intended to 
easily offend.

The picture relies on a pre-
posterous plot somewhat 
redeemed by the fact that the 
outrageous antics onscreen are 
often hilarious. So, don’t be 
surprised if you end up laugh-
ing in spite of yourself.

Politically-incorrect, crass-
ploitation fare strictly for the 
unshockable!

N.O.L.A. Circus
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 89 min-
utes
Distributor: XLrator 
Media

Cutthroat rivalry between New Orleans barbershops

Marvin (Vas Blackwood) and his two brothers, Hathi (Corey Mendell Parker) and Anaconda 
(Nicoye Banks) www.rottentomatoes.com

Bang! The Bert Berns 
Story (Unrated) Reveren-
tial retrospective chroni-
cling the aborted career 
of songwriter/producer 
Bert Berns (1929-1967) 
who wrote such hits in the Sixties as 
“Twist & Shout,” “Hang on Sloopy” and 
“Piece of My Heart,” and helped launch 
the careers of The Drifters, The Isley 
Brothers, Janis Joplin, Neil Diamond 
and Van Morrison before passing away 
prematurely at the age of 38.

Danger Close (Unrated) War corre-
spondent documentary chronicling the 
career of Alex Quade, a female reporter 
who, since 2001, has frequently embed-
ded herself with U.S. Special Operations 
Forces on classified combat missions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.   

Grey Lady (R for violence and brief 
profanity) Crime thriller about a homi-
cide detective (Eric Dane) who gets 
more than he bargained for when he 
ventures from Boston to Nantucket 
to track down his partner’s (Rebecca 
Gayheart) killer. Featuring Natalie Zea, 
Amy Madigan and Adrian Lester. 

LA 92 (R for profanity, bloody images 
and disturbing violence) “No justice, 
no peace!” documentary revisiting the 
events surrounding the riots which 
broke out around Los Angeles in the 
wake of the Rodney King verdict. 

Long Strange Trip (R for profanity, 

graphic nudity and pervasive drug use) 
Warts-and-all rockumentary affording 
a revealing look at the life and times 
of the Grateful Dead. Featuring never 
before seen video footage of Jerry Gar-
cia, Phil Lesh, Mickey Hart, Bob Weir, 
Robert Hunter, Bill Kreutzmann and 
Pigpen.

The Mayor (Unrated) Political pot-
boiler, set in South Korea, about the 
woes which ensue for the Mayor of 
Seoul (Min-sik Choi) after he announc-
es plans to run for a record-breaking 
third term. With Do-won Kwak, Eun-
kyung Shim and So-ri Moon. (In Kore-
an with subtitles)

Obit (Unrated) Life after death docu-
mentary chronicling the work of the 
New York Times’ obituary writers.

One Week and a Day (Unrated) Midlife 
crisis drama about a grieving shopkeep-
er (Shai Avivi) who, much to his wife’s 
(Evgina Dodina) chagrin, starts getting 
high and shirking his responsibilities 
after sitting Shiva for his recently-
deceased 25-year-old son. Supporting 
cast includes Sharon Alexander, Uri 
Gavriel and Tomer Kapon. (In Hebrew 
with subtitles)

Independent & Foreign 
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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718.865.8448
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293, Buick/GMC: 1189038. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. *Based on 24 Mo Closed End Lease w/ 10,000 mi/yr excess mi@ $.25 thereafter. Actual mileage will vary. Lessee
resp for excess wear, tear, & mileage charges as stated. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Must Take Same Day Delivery. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be
available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe available. Must present ad at signing. Malibu: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Conv Pkg. Stk#A7311, MSRP: $26,895. $654 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,096. Resid
Value: $17,481.75. Incl(s) $4,950 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate, must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,000 Bonus Tag. Traverse: 6-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side
Curtain Impact Air Bags, Tech Pkg, Stk#A7506, MSRP: $39,645. $1,840 due at delivery incl(s). $1,035 down pymt, 1 Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,016. Resid Value: $26,562.15. Incl(s) $6750 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. To qual for Conquest Lease Rebate,
must have current lease in household: Kia, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, or Subaru and $1,500 Bonus Tag. Encore: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8614, MSRP: $25,685. $1,744 due at delivery incl(s). $1,000 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee.
Ttl pymt(s): $3,576. Resid Value: $16,952.10. Incl(s) $4,075 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Envision: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8376, MSRP: $38,830. $2,460 due at delivery incl(s). $1,600 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank
Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $6,360. Resid Value: $26,016.10. Incl(s) $4,450 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Terrain: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8522, MSRP: $29,975. $1,855 due at delivery incl(s). $1,115 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595
Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3,480. Resid Value: $19,783.50. Incl(s) $5,200 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1,500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. Acadia: 4-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8653, MSRP: $33,770. $1,825 due at delivery incl(s). $995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, &
$595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,640. Resid Value: $24,652.10. Incl(s) $2,400 factory rebate. Incl in rebate a $1500 Conquest Lease Rebate if qual. This ad supersedes all other ads. Offers end 4/30/17. DMV# Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799, Buick/GMC: 7098819.

YOUR ONLY GM DEALER
IN BROOKLYN!

THE LARGEST

GM FACILITY IN

THE 5 BOROUGHS. 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED JUST A 

1/4 MILE OFF THE BELT PARKWAY

TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

COMING SOON!

$I29
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYMALIBU LT

$I49
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENCORE PREFERREDNEW 2017 BUICK

$209
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 CHEVYTRAVERSE LT AWDNEW 2017 CHEVY

$265
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 BUICKENVISION PREFERRED AWD

$I45
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCTERRAIN SLE AWDNEW 2017 GMC

$235
Lease Per 24* Mos

NEW 2017 GMCACADIA SLE

CONSTRUCTION SALE SPECIALS!
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SPORTS

By Laura Amato
He got the win, but came away 

disappointed.
Standout welterweight Richard-

son Hitchins didn’t get the knockout 
he wanted, but still dominated in the 
ring at Barclays Center on April 22, 
cruising to a unanimous decision 

over Alexander Picot. The 19-year-
old Brooklyn native controlled the 
tempo in all four rounds, and earned 
a 40–36 score from all three judges.

“I just wanted to give my home-
town and fans [a good fight],” he said. 
“I’m kind of disappointed because I 
didn’t get the knockout.”

“When you’re young, you want 
to knock everything out,” Hitchins 
said. “It was tough, every clean shot 
was catching him and he was get-
ting hurt and battered. I thought he 
was going to give up, but he stood 
up. I thought I had it in the third 

Teen welterweight Richardson Hitchins goes 2-0

Focused in: Richardson Hitchins wanted another knockout, but knew he controlled his fi ght against Alex-
ander Picot at Barclays Center on April 22.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 42

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies fast bowler Jer-

ome Taylor has come out of retirement 
from Test cricket and has indicated he 
is again available for selection to the 
regional side.

Taylor 32, who stepped down from 
Test cricket last July said he was ready 
to play for the West Indies.

Having played three first class match-
es for his native Jamaica Scorpions in 
recent weeks, Taylor could now find 
himself for selection in the West Indies 
squad for the three-Test match series 

By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minis-

ter Dr. Keith Rowley says West Indies 
cricket has been “hijacked” by people 
who are going to destroy the product 
and the game.

He was at the time speaking during an 
interview on an early morning television 
show. He said the current structure and 
organization of the game by the West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB) and their 
new incarnation the West Indies Cricket 
Board Incorporated cannot work.

Rowley claimed that Caribbean 

Taylor comes 
out of 

retirement

Cricket 
hijacked

Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Rowley. 
 Government Information Services Limited

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

BBEANLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLIIIFFIFIFIFFFEIFFEFFIFFFFIFEIFEIFEFEFEIFEEFEEEFEFEFEFEIIIFFIFEIFEIFFEFFEFIFFEFEFEFEFEFFEEEEFEEEEFEIFEEEEIFEEIFIFFFFFIFFFFEFEFFFIFEFEFEFFFEEEFEFEFEFEFEFEFEEEIFEIFEIFIIFFFFFEFEFEFFFEFEFEIFEFEIFEIFEIFIFFFIFEIFEFFEFEEFEFEEFEIFEIIFIFFEFFIFFFEFEFFEFEFEEFEFEFEEEEEFEEIFIFEIFFFIFEIFEFEIFEFEFEFEEEEEIFEIFFIFEEEEEEIFEIFIFEIFFEFEEFEEEEEEEIIIFEIIFEIFEFIFEFEFEEFEEEEEFFFEFFEEEEEIIFFEFEEEFEIIFEIFEFFFFEEEEEIFEIFEFFFEFEFFFFEIFEEEIFEIFEIIFFEFFFFFFEFEIFEEFFFFFFFFEFFFFIFEEEIFFFFEFEEEEEEFFEEEEFEIFEFFFEEEEFFENNNNNNNNNNNNEWNENEWNENENEWNENENEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWEWWEWWNEWNEWNEWNEWWEWNNENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNENEEEENENENEENENEWWWWWWWWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWEWNEWEWEWEWWEWWEWNNENNNNNNNNNNNNNEWEEWNEWNEENEWNEEEWWEWEWWWEWNEWNEWEWWEWWEWWWEWEWWWWWEWNEWNEWNEWEWEWWEWEWNNNEWNNNNNNNNNENEWEEWEEWEWNENENENEWNEWEWEWNEWEWNEWWWEWEWWWEWEWEWEWNNNNNNNNNNNNNEENEENEWEEEEENEEWWEWWWWWEWWWNEWEWWNNNNNNNNNNNENEWEEWWNEWEWWWNEWWWWWWEWEWNNNNNNNNNNEEENEENEWEWEWWEWEWWWEWNNNNNNEEWEWEWWEWWNNN WWWNNNNNEWNNNNNNNEEEEWWWNEWNNNNNNNEEEWNEWWWWWWWWWWWNNENEWWWNNNNNNNNEEWWWWWWWNNNNNNEWEWEWWWWWWWWNEWNNEEWEWWEWWEWWEWWWWWWNEEEEWWWWEWWWNNNNENEEEWWWWWWNNNEWEEWWWEEWWNNNNEWNENEWWWWEEEWNNNEEEEEWWWNNNEWEEEEEEEEWWWSSS.CS.CSS CSS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CCC.CS.C.CS.CCS.CCS.CS.CCS CS.CS CSSSSSSS.CS.CSSSSS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CCCS.CS.CS.CCS.CCS.CCCCCCCS.CS.CS.CS.CSSSSSSS.CS.CSS.CSSSSS CCCCCCCCS CS.CS.CS.CCCCS.CS.CS.CS.CSSSS.CS.CSSSSSS.CCS.C.CCCCS.CCS.CCS.CS.CSSSSSSSS.CCCCS.CS CS.CCCS.CSSSSSS.CCCC.CCCCSSS.CSSS.CCS.CSSSS.CS.CCCCSS.CSS.CCCCCS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CS.CCCCCS.CS.CS.CSS.SSSS.CCCCCCC.CS CS.CCCS.CCCS CS.CS.CSS.CSSS.CS.CS.CCCCS.C.CS.CSSSS.S.S.CCCS.CS.CS.CSS.S.CCCCCCCCCCS.CCCCCCS CCSSS....S..CS.CS.CCCCCCSSS.S..CCCS.CS.CCCSSSSSS....CCSSS.CSSSSS.CCS.CSSSSS..CSSSSSS COMOM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OMOMOM/OOMOMOMOM/MOMOM/OM/OM/M/MOMMMOM/OM/M/OM/OM/M///M//OM/M/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OMOM/OM/OM/OM/OOMOMOMOM/OMMMMMOM/OM/M/M/OM///OM////OM////OM/OM/OM/OOM/OMOM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/OM/MOMOMOM/M/OM/OM//OM/OM/OM//OM/OMOM/OMOM/OM/OM/OOM/OMOM/MM/OM/OMMMMMMMOM//OM//OM/OM/OM//OM/OM/OOOOM/OM/OM/M/MMMMMMMM/OM/OM/M/OM/OM/OM/OM/OMOMOM/OM/OOM/OOM/OOM/OM/M/MMMOMMMMMMMOM/M//OM/OM/OM/OM/M/OM/OOM/OOM/OOMOM/OM/OOOM/OOOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM/OM////M/M/OM/OOOM/OM/OMMMMMMMMMMOMOMOM//OM/OM/OM/OOM/OMOOMOM/OMMMMMMOM/////OM/OM/OOOMOOM/OM/OOOM/MMMMMMOM/////OOM/OMOMOOMOM/OOM/OMMOMOM/MOM//M/OM/M//OM/OMOMOM/OM/OM/////M/OOM/OOOMMMM/M/M/OM////OOM/OOOMMMM/MMMMMOM/M/OMMOM/MM/OMOM//OOOOOOM/OMOMOMMMMMMMM////OOOMM/MMMM//OOMOMOMM/OOOOMOOOOM/OM/OMMOMMMMM////OOOOMMMOMMMM//OM/OMOOOOOOOOOMMMMM//OM/OOOOM/OMOOMOMMM//OM/OM/OOOOM/OMOM/OM/OMMMMOM///////////SSPOSPSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOPOPOPOPOSPOSPSPOPOSPOSPOSPOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSPOSPOSSPOSPOSSPOSPOSPOSPOSSSSSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOSPPOPOSPPPOPOSPSPSPOSPOSPOSPOSPOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSPOOOSPOSSSSSSPOSPSPOSPOSPOSPOPOSPOSPOSPOSPSPOOSPOSPOPOOSPOSPOOSPOSPOOSSPOSSPOSPOOSPOPOSPOSPOSPOOSPOSPOSPOOSPOSPSSSSPPOPPOPOPOOOSPOOOSPOOSPOSPOSSSPSSPOSSPOSSSSPOPOPOOOOOSPOPOOOPOOOOSSSPOPPOOOPOPOOOOSSPOSSSPSPOSPOOOOOOOOOSPOOSSSPOSPOOOOSPOOSPOOSSPPOOSSSSSSSS OPOOOOS OOOOPOSPOOSPOSSPOOOOOOOOOOOOOSPOSPOOOOOSSSPSPOPOPPOOOOOOOOOOOSSSPOPOPOOOOOOOOSPPPSPOOOOOOOSPOOSS OOSPOOOOOSPOSS OOOOOOOOS OOORTSRTRTRTRTRTRTRTSRTRRTRTRRRTRTRRTRTRTTTSRTRTTSRTSTSRTTTTSRTSTSTSSSTSSTSSSRTRTRRRTRTRTRTRTRRTRTRTSRTRTRTRTRTRTRTSTSTSTTTRTTRTTSTTSTSSSSRTSSSSRTRTSRTRRRTRTRTRRTRTRTRTTTTTSTTTTSRTSTSSSSSTSSSRRTRTSRTRTRTRTRTTTSTSTTSSTSTSSRRRRRRRRRTSRTRTTTSTTSSSSSSTSSRTSRRTSRRRRRRTRRTTSTSTSSSSSRTSRTRTRTSRTSTTTTSRTSSSRRTTRTTSSSSRTRTTSSSSRRRRRTTTRTTTSSSSSSSRTSSSRTTTRTSSSSSSSSSRTSRRRTSSSSSRTSRRRRRRTTTTTTSTSSSSSSSSSSRTSRTSRRRRRRTRTRTTTTSTTRTSSSSSSSSRRRRRTTSSSSSSSRTSRRRTRRRRTSSSSSRTSRRRRRRTTSSSSSSSSRTRRRTTTTSTSSSSRTSSRRRRRTTSSSSSTTSSSRRTTTSSSSSRRTTSSSSSSSSSSS

BATTLE AT BATTLE AT 
BARCLAYSBARCLAYS



42    Caribbean Life, Apr. 28–May 04, 2017 BQ

cricket has been “hijacked” by a 
small clique who are bent on destroy-
ing Caribbean cricket and “it is my 
position that unless the question is 
answered as to who owns that asset 
(Caribbean Cricket), we are spinning 
top in mud.”

The prime minister said the Paki-
stan Cricket Board and the Australia 
Cricket Board had resolved that issue 
in their countries and arrangements 
were put in place that led to the 
rebuilding of their teams under the 
new arrangements.

In December 2015, Rowley and the 
then head of CARICOM’s sub-com-
mitee on cricket, Grenada’s Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell met with 
representatives of the WICB, includ-
ing President Dave Cameron where 
the WICB initially agreed that there 
were governance issues that needed 
to be addressed and was open to 
restructuring.

However, Cameron and the WICB 
changed their stance following the 
recommendations of a report from an 
independent committee.

against Pakistan to be played in the 
Caribbean starting from this week.

The Jamaica and West Indies 
speedster said, “I believe I have a lot 
of cricket in me and I know I can still 
offer a lot to West Indies cricket in 
the Test arena.”

Taylor had suddenly ended his Test 
career ahead of the four-Test series 
against India last July, but remained 
available for selection in the shorter 
format of the game.

He subsequently turned out for 
the West Indies in the three-match 
Twenty20 series against Pakistan in 
the United Arab Emirates last year 
when the regional side suffered an 
embarrassing white-wash.

Taylor was among the leading wick-
et-takers in the Regional Super50 ear-
lier this year with 16 wickets, including 
a five-wicket haul against Guyana Jag-
uars at Kensington  Oval, Barbados.

Cricket 

Taylor 

[round].”
Hitchins — who made his pro debut 

at Barclays in March with an early-
fight knockout — took charge from 
the opening bell, landing punch after 
punch. Picot spent most of the fight 
backed up against the ropes, doing his 
best to simply try to block his oppo-
nent’s attacks.

“I wanted to pace myself, but I start-
ed off applying pressure and punishing 
him,” Hitchins said. “He kept getting 
hurt, but he did not go down. I saw him 
wobbling around the ring, running, 
and I was chasing him, but I didn’t 
want to do something stupid. If the 
knockout comes, it comes.”

Hitchins went into the fight want-
ing to win, no matter what, and hoping 
for that second knockout. But in the 
end he know he’d managed to impress 
the boxing world with his performance 
and, most importantly, gotten a bit 
more experience in the ring.

“I’ve never gone four rounds in a 
fight before, so that was good,” the 
young boxer said. “My coach was happy 
that we got the rounds in, so I’m just 
looking to push up my rounds. It’s a 
good experience.”

Hitchins knew he’d won the fight 
before the scores were even announced, 
certain his record was still perfect 
even as he retreated to his corner. He’d 
landed the majority of his punches — 
including a handful of body shots in the 
fourth round that left Picot more than 
just a bit wobbly on his feet.

“I definitely knew,” he said. “There was 
no way a judge could give the fight to a 
fighter getting punished like that. [Picot] 
didn’t want to fight. I felt like he was just 
there to survive.”

Hitchins — who excelled on the 
amateur circuit and represented Haiti 
in the 2016 Olympics  — appears to 
have a bright ring future ahead of him 
after two strong showings at Barclays. 
But he’s his own toughest critic, and is 
still determined to prove himself every 
time he fights.

“You’ve got to be the one in the gym 
that’s eager and ready to get better and 
always keep the same level of love for the 
sport of boxing,” the teen said. “I walked 
into the gym and it was love at first sight. 
I’ll love it until the day I unlace these 
gloves.”

In other action, Amanda Serrano 
also did her hometown crowd proud 
at Barclays, capturing the women’s 
bantamweight championship with an 

eighth-round technical knockout over 
Dahiana Santana.

“It means everything to me.  We 
worked so hard.  We worked hard for 
this moment,” said Serrano, a gradu-
ate of Bushwick High School.  “To be a 
five-division world champion is amaz-
ing. To be the first female and first 
Puerto Rican is amazing.”

Serrano, 28, now has won world titles 
in the bantamweight, junior feather-
weight, featherweight, junior light-
weight and lightweight divisions. She 
had little trouble with Santana, con-
trolling the fight with strong left jabs 
and punishing body shots. The fight 
was nearly stopped after four rounds, 
as Santana was examined by ring doc-
tors after developing swelling over both 
eyes.

According to CompuBox punch sta-
tistics, Serrano (31–1–1, 23 KOs) land-
ed 152 of 486 punches, while Santana 
connected on just 60 her 293 shots.

Serrano wrapped up her victory just 
over a minute into the eighth round, 
drilling Santana with punch after 
punch along the ropes. 

“I’m just so happy for this moment,” 
Serrano said afterward. “Just to be a five-
division world champion, I could retire 
today and be the happiest woman alive.”

BATTLE AT BARCLAYS
Better in Brooklyn: Hometown star Richardson Hitchins improved to 2–0 with a unanimous decision. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from page 41 

Jerome Taylor. 
 Associated Press / NZPA, Wayne Drought, File
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

By Nelson A. King 
Team Jamaica Bickle, Inc., 

the New York-based not-for-
profit organization that pro-
vides much-needed support for 
Jamaican athletes who com-
pete at the annual Penn Relay 
Carnival at the University of 
Pennsylvania (UPENN) in Phil-
adelphia, says it will begin wel-
coming athletes from across 
the Caribbean early this week. 

The annual Penn Relay takes 
place from Thursday through 
Saturday. 

Athletes will arrive from sev-
eral high schools and a handful 
of colleges in Jamaica, Trini-
dad and Tobago, St. Vincent & 
The Grenadines, Guyana and 
Barbados, Team Jamaica Bickle 
said. 

The organization provides 
ground transportation, hot 
meals, chiropractic care and 
coordinated hotel accommoda-
tion, among other services, to 
the athletes during their stay 
in Philadelphia. 

“With 23 years of hosting, 
under its belt, it is a routine 
that they are well used to,” said 
Team Jamaica Bickle in a state-
ment. “It involves early morn-
ings to ensure buses move on 
time to get athletes to the sta-

dium for competition, to get-
ting breakfast started before 
the crack of dawn for those 
early competitors.” 

Team Jamaica Bickle said 
the “village is a hub of activ-
ity.” 

“The huge tent is a meeting 
spot for the entire contingent,” 
it said. “It is where sponsors, 
friends and fans converge. The 
large commercial grade kitch-
en from which meals are served 
daily is operated by the organi-
zation’s founding partner, Car-
ibbean Food Delights. 

“Athletes throughout the 
years have come to expect great 
Caribbean hospitality; a warm 
spot in what can be a cold Phil-
adelphia during these relays,” it 
added, stating that the week of 
preparation is “a culmination 
of planning of activities that 
begin as early as fall of the pre-
vious year.” 

Throughout the months 
leading up to the relays, Team 
Jamaica Bickle said the organi-
zation and its cadre of volun-
teers engage in various fun-
draising activities from New 
York to Philadelphia to under-
write its huge budget. 

“Fundraising is necessary 
for our survival,” said found-

er and chief executive officer 
Irwine Clare. “Corporate sup-
port is not as it used to be, 
so we are pushed to increase 
our activities, especially at the 
community level. 

“Our appeal is for the com-
munity to donate more as their 
donations to us, as a not-for-
profit, are tax deductible,” he 
added. “We are proud of our 
athletes; let’s put our money 

where our mouth is.”
For more information on 

Team Jamaica Bickle or to lend 
your support, please call (718) 
523-2861 or email teamjamai-
cabickle@gmail.com. 

Team Jamaica Bickle to host Caribbean athletes

Meal time under the tent. Team Jamaica Bickle 
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Honorees 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 4th Annual Caribbean American Healthcare Awards

Please visit https://2017caribbeanhealthcare.eventbrite.com
Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, New York 11223

Between West 11th and West 12th
$ Valet Parking

Congratulations
to

Honorees
of 

Caribbean American
Healthcare Award

It was a great honor to have 
received such a prestigious 
and distinguished award. 
It was a realization of a huge 
life dream to be recognized 
by my peers for my ongoing 
contribution in the fi eld 
of healthcare. This award 
has given me a chance of a 
lifetime to be more proactive 
in the fi eld. For me, it’s 
“The Noble Prize for 
Health”.

I am truly humbled to be a past 
recipient of the Caribbean Life 

Healthcare Award. 
As a healthcare practitioner 

I continuously focus on providing 
high quality patient care. 
To be recognized for my 

resilience, dedication and overall 
commitment to 

reducing healthcare disparities
has been a heartwarming 

experience. Congratulations 
to the 2017 awardees.Merle Warren Sybilla Daniel Douglas
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR338342. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees 
add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 4/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 4/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 4/30/17.

2015 FORD FLEX SE    
Auto, A/C, Black, 32K Mi,
Stk#2125F  ....................Buy For 

$17,995*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black, 53K Mi,
Stk#2129F  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT
Auto, White, Only 40 Miles!
Stk#4700  .................. Buy For 

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White, 30K Mi,
Stk#2077F  ............... Buy For 

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black, 7K Mi,
Stk#2152F ................ Buy For 

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black, 19K Mi,
Stk#2183F  ................Buy For

$24,995*

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA  
Auto, A/C, Silver,
49K Mi, Stk#2190F  ...... Buy For 

$9,999*

2012 FORD TAURUS SEL  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
37K Mi, Stk#2195F  ...Buy For 

$11,995*

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B Grey,
38K Mi, Stk#2022F  .Buy For 

$11,995*

2011 LINCOLN MKS AWD  
Auto, M/Roof, Nav, White,
81K Mi, Stk#2170F  ... Buy For 

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K Mi, Stk#2061F  ....Buy For 

$12,999*

2013 CMAX SEL  
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F  .... Buy For 

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ..... Buy For

$15,995*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F ...............Buy For 

$16,999*

FINAL

WEEKEND


