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ALL’S 
NOT 

SWEET 
Guyana quits sugar exports 
to European Union marketEastern Caribbean Central Bank Governor, Timothy Antoine. Photo by George Alleyne

By George Alleyne
In one fell swoop the United 

States government has con-
demned 14 of the 15 CARI-
COM states as major money 
laundering countries, and 
Barbados government minis-
ter, Donville Inniss, is calling 
for joint regional reaction.

In its March 2017 Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Strat-
egy Report of the US Depart-
ment of State omitted only 
Montserrat in its broad brush 
across the region that hit every 
CARICOM member along with 
other Caribbean states, and 
Inniss noted that such charges 
carry severe consequences for 
financial operations of these 
countries.

“This is an issue that affects 
the survival of each economy 
in the region,” he said recently 
in a comment on the issue.

“Our health-care systems 
in the region are at risk of not 
being adequately financed if 
we do not get it right in inter-
national finance and business. 
Our agricultural sector would 
be under immense pressure if 
we don’t get it right in these 
areas,” he told the Barbados 
Advocate newspaper.

The State Department 
stated that as of 2016 major 
money laundering countries 
included 

Antigua and Barbuda, Baha-
mas, Barbados, Belize, Domi-
nica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname, Trini-
dad and Tobago.

Though a full CARICOM 
member, the nation omitted 
from that list, Montserrat, 
remains a British Overseas 

Territory.
Among the consequences of 

such labeling for the 14 states, 
is further unwillingness of 
international banks to act as 
corresponding financial hous-
es for worldwide transactions 
coming out of and entering 
these CARICOM countries. 

The inability to conduct, or 
limiting of, such transactions 
will affect not only macro eco-
nomics considerations like 
international trade, but could 
also hurt CARICOM citizens 
on the individual level by hin-
dering remittances, on which 
many in the region depend.

Prior to the State Depart-
ment’s broad brush labeling 
of CARICOM countries, many 
international financial hous-
es had been dropping corre-
spondent banking services to 

US slams CARICOM as money launderers

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
Guyana, the Caribbean trade 

bloc’s largest producer and 
exporter of raw cane sugar, is 
scaling back production and 
pulling away from the Europe-
an market for the first time in 
nearly 400 years as Europe will 
from in the fall end a decades-
old system that had guaran-
teed export quantities from its 
former colonies, officials said 
this week.

The country has since the 
mid 1970’s been annually 
exporting nearly 170,000 met-
ric tonnes of raw sugar to the 
European Union market under 
a special protocol with guar-
anteed prices and fixed quotes 
for production from Africa, the 
Caribbean and Pacific nations.

But Errol Hanoman, chief 
executive at the Guyana Sugar 
Corporation said that the 
European Union will from Sep-
tember end the fixed quota sys-
tem and throw open its market 

to exporters from around the 
globe, including making more 
room for its own beet farmers 
to thrive.

The move will affect all 
countries still producing and 
exporting in the group includ-
ing Jamaica, Belize and Barba-
dos. Trinidad and St. Kitts quit 
that sector more than a decade 
ago when the European Union 
had slashed import prices by 36 
percent, contending that sugar 
had become highly unprofit-
able and no longer made eco-
nomic sense. Barbados has a 
single functioning estate.

The end of the quota system 
now means that cane sugar 
from the Caribbean with its 
high production costs will be 
unable to compete going for-
ward as beet farmers move into 
space left by departing regional 
producers.

The result is that Guyana’s 
government will close three of 

Continued on Page 6
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By Nelson A. King
The St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Permanent Mission to the United 
Nations said it has led the successful 
adoption of a UN resolution on World 
Creativity and Innovation Day. 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Ambassador to the UN, I. Rhonda 
King, said on Friday that the resolu-
tion was successfully tabled by her 
Mission the day before and adopted 
by the UN General Assembly. “This 
resolution calls for the international 
recognition of April 21 as the day to 
highlight the role of creativity and 
innovation in problem-solving and, by 
extension, the implementation of the 
[UN] Sustainable Development Goals 
and, ultimately, achieving the future 
we want,” King told Caribbean Life.  

“Beyond the obvious call for the 
recognition of the day internation-
ally, the resolution also intends to ini-
tiate a discussion around the options 
available to countries, especially 
developing countries, in addressing 
the many issues that they grapple 
with in their quest for development,” 
she added. 

King said that while developing 
countries, such as those in the Carib-
bean, are “unfairly seen as too depend-
ent on aid from developed countries, 
the application of creative thinking 
and the use of available technologies 
can provide solutions to some of their 
most pressing problems, such as pov-
erty eradication, the elimination of 
hunger and job creation.”

The UN diplomat pointed to the 
construction of the Argyle Inter-
national Airport in her native land 
as “a prime local example of the 
use of creativity in a large scale, 
macro infrastructural project that 
was otherwise, and through ‘business 
as usual’ methodologies, seen as an 
insurmountable challenge.” 

UN resolution 
on World 

Creativity and 
Innovation Day

By Nelson A. King
The chair of the Congressional Black 

Caucus (CBC), Cedric Richmond, and Car-
ibbean American Congresswoman Yvette 
D. Clarke have urged the Trump admin-
istration to extend Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) for Haitian nationals who 
were in the United States prior to Nove. 
4, 2016.

Haiti was added to the list of TPS-des-
ignated countries on Jan. 21, 2010, after 
an earthquake killed 300,000 people and 
displaced another 1.5 million people. TPS 
has been extended three times since then 
for 18 months each, CBC noted. 

“Allowing Haitian nationals in this 
country to remain here longer puts them 
and their families in a better position to 
help Haiti rebuild and recover from dev-
astating natural disasters,” said Congress-
man Richmond in his letter to John Kelly, 

Secretary of the US Department of Home-
land Security, on Wednesday. “The 2010 
earthquake and the cholera outbreak and 
hurricane that followed hurt a country 
that was already hurting and now is not 
the time to add salt to the wound.” 

Clarke, the daughter of Jamaican 
immigrants, who represents the 9th Con-
gressional District in Brooklyn, New York, 
said the 2010 earthquake “disrupted the 
function of civil society in Haiti, displac-
ing families from their homes, closing 
schools and social service agencies, creat-
ing instability in government and under-
mining the economy. 

“The people of Haiti have demonstrated 
extraordinary resolve in their efforts to 
rebuild, despite serious hardships, such 
as Hurricane Matthew in 2016 and out-
breaks of cholera,” she said in her letter to 
Kelly. “Their efforts have been supported 

by Haitian nationals here in the United 
States, who are working hard, and [are] 
sending money to family members and 
friends. 

“These remittances are critical to the 
recovery, and have provided not only for 
basic needs but have also supported edu-
cation, agricultural restoration, business 
development and home reconstruction,” 
she added. 

Clarke, therefore, urged Kelly to “fol-
low in the proud tradition established by 
his predecessors of continuing to allow 
Haitian nationals to contribute to their 
nation’s future.” 

CBC said Clarke’s request was joined by 
the entire group. CBC. She has also intro-
duced H.R. 1014, the Haiti Emergency 
Relief Act of 2017, which would provide TPS 
for Haitian nationals who have been in the 
United States since before Nov. 4, 2016.

CBC chair, Clarke urge Trump to extend TPS 

By Alexandra Simon
State sen. Kevin Parker (D–Ditmas 

Park) wants to financially assist young 
adults transitioning out of the foster 
care system in a new bill he proposed 
on May 4. To commemorate foster care 
awareness this month, Parker said it 
was his passion to solve issues regard-
ing teens leaving the foster care system 
and working with advocacy groups, he 
hoped his bill would address the issues 
affecting them.

“I’ve been working over the last two 
years with Foster Care Unplugged and 
they work with young people out of 
foster care, and we are really concerned 
because the biggest problem is facing 
adults aging out of foster care,” said 
Parker.

Parker is proposing a bill to provide 
financial needs to teens, such as a 
banking accessibility and courses that 
will educate them the necessary infor-
mation.

“First part of my bill will establish 
an individual savings account that the 
state can contribute money into for eve-
ryone,” said Parker. “This is especially 
important for young people when they 
come out and they can use this money 
for education or start business.”

The other parts of the bill will also 
require courses on financial literacy 
and basic independent living skills, 
according to Parker.

At 18 years old teens are officially out 
of the states’ system and are usually on 
their own with not much support, said 
Parker.

“When you come out of prison you 
get $40, a metrocard, and a good luck, 
but when you leave the foster care sys-
tem you only get a ‘good luck,’ if you’re 
lucky,” he said.

Parker said while the number of chil-
dren in the system had decreased, many 
children were finding themselves with 
no place to go despite decreasing rates.

“The DeBlasio administration has 
done a number of things to reduce num-
bers with more people getting adopted 
but we’re finding that 15 percent of peo-
ple aging out of the system are becom-
ing homeless and that’s a big problem,” 

he said. “We are already overburdened 
with homeless shelter systems in New 
York, but with this bill I introduced, we 
believe it will be part of the solution to 
address people in foster care.”

The senator said that as the son of a 
former foster child, the welfare of chil-
dren in the system impacted him a lot 
and he felt that not every child will be as 
lucky to find a stable life as his father.

Senator Parker proposes bill for 
teens leaving foster care

Supporting the kids: From left, Nicole Etienne, associate vice president 
Institute for Community Living, David Woodlock, cheif exectutive offi cer 
for the Institute For Community Living, Melody Centeno, founder of Foster 
Care Unplugged, State sen. Kevin Parker, and Juana Jimenez-Guathier, vice 
president of Foster Care Unplugged at City Hall on May 4.  Raven Robinson

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Ambassador to the UN, I. Rhonda 
King Photo by Nelson A. King
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Barbados
Barbados has joined a list of countries 

who have criticized the recent Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Strategy Report 
(INCRS) published by the US Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau for International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, 
which claimed that the island was among 
several countries that the US regards as 
major money laundering countries. 

Part of the report 
states, “narcotics traf-
ficking, money laun-
dering, and firearms 
trafficking are major 
sources of illicit funds in Barbados. In 
addition to the use of financial institu-
tions, money laundering through the 
purchase of real estate, vehicles, and 
jewelry as well as through a variety of 
businesses.

Attorney General and Minister of 
Home Affairs, Adriel Brathwaite said 
that this finding is “misleading” and 
in respect of Barbados merely cited “a 
number of generic methods of money 
laundering that may be found in any 
country.”

He said there is nothing to support 
the view that they are at proportions that 
would have a significant impact on the 
local economy, or cause the faintest rip-
ple in the international financial sector.

The attorney general acknowledged 
that the illegal drugs trade is the crime 
that is of the greatest concern in the 
country.

Braithwaite emphasized that Barbados 
is neither a producer of drugs for export, 
nor does or manufacture guns, contrary 
to the State Department’s assertion that 
“narcotics trafficking and firearms traf-
ficking are major sources of illicit funds 
in the country.”

Antigua and Barbuda and Nevis have 
also rejected the INCRS report.

Cayman Islands
The Chief Justice of the Grand Court 

of the Cayman Islands, Anthony Smel-
lie, has issued an order prohibiting the 
public from making photocopies of court 
proceedings.

According to a notice posted on the 
door of the clerk’s office, the public can 
review the court files and take notes, but 

no method of copying or photographing, 
as in the past, will be permitted.

People can still 
access and take notes 
on court records after 
paying $20 inspection 
fee. Obtaining photo-
copies — for an additional fee of $20 per 
document per page — is allowed for “any 
legitimate purpose,” including investiga-
tive journalism, with prior approval from 
the clerk of the court.

According to the notice, publishing 
public court documents online could 
constitute a violation of copyright, an 
apparently questionable rationale given 
the material in question comprises pub-
lic documents in the first place.

Dominica
Dominica will construct an interna-

tional airport that is estimated to cost 

around US$20 million. But this does not 
include land acquisition, according to 
Prime Minister Roosevelt  Skerrit.

Speaking at a recent 
Town Hall meeting 
about the citizenship 
by investment pro-
gram he addressed the 
much debated subject of an international 
airport for Dominica.

He said a US firm which was charged 
to conduct studies for the construction 
of the airport has reported its findings to 
the Cabinet.

The prime minister said the team has 
been given the go-ahead to conduct the 
environmental impact assessment.

“Our country will see itself having 
an international airport. And what the 
experts have said is that the airport is 
feasible, the airport can be constructed 
and I have said to them is that I want 

this international airport constructed in 
Dominica,” Skerrit said.

The prime minister noted that his 
government has always been in favor of 
an international airport, however, fund-
ing has been his paramount concern.

Jamaica
The Commonwealth 

Caribbean Association 
of Integrity Commis-
sions and Anticorrup-
tion Bodies (CCICACB) 
recently held a five-day conference in 
Kingston, Jamaica, which organizers 
said provided an opportunity to share 
best practices and develop mechanisms 
for tracking corruption regionally.

Jamaica hosted the conference for 
the first time, the third staging of the 
regional conference which was facilitated 

St. Lucia government withholds funding for St. Lucia National Trust
Saint Lucia’s Prime Minister Allen Michael Chastanet addressing the 71st session of the United Nations General 
Assembly at U.N. headquarters. Associated Press / Jason DeCrow, File

Continued on Page 16
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the six grinding estates and factories 
by year end, scale back production to 
no more than 150,000 tonnes and con-
centrate more on selling about 60,000 
to the Caribbean group of countries, 
about 50,000 on the open world market 
and just under 13,000 to the United 
States. The remainder will be left avail-
able for the local Guyana market.

The announcement came hours after 
government had laid a special white 
paper in parliament on sugar, saying its 
value to the local economy had fallen 
from the number one foreign exchange 
earner a decade ago to now behind gold, 
rice, bauxite and timber. The corpora-
tion has debts totaling nearly $500M 
and produces sugar at nearly 40 Ameri-
can cents per pound, about three times 
higher than market prices.

The announcement also comes less 
than two months after the umbrella 
Sugar Association of the Caribbean 

(SAC) had met in emergency session in 
Jamaica to consider the developments 
in Europe where the region had been 
selling an average of about 450,000 
metric tonnes to Europe annually.

SAC President Karl James had told 
Caribbean Life recently that “we have to 
get into the market for refined sugar as 
well urgently. All of our refined sugar in 
the region is imported from outside so 
the way forward is for us to add refined 
sugar to brown sugar that is available 
and not bother too much with raw cane 
sugar.”

Hanoman said Guysuco will give up 
about 35,000 acres of land to diversifi-
cation to other crops and to workers to 
switch to farming after estates are close 
and grinding comes to a halt.

“It will be irresponsible to do any-
thing else other than to close those 
estates that are not performing as well,” 
he said, saying these decisions are the 
best for the money-losing, problem-
plagued sector.

Guyana to scale back 
sugarcane production

Continued from page 1 

regional countries in what is termed 
‘de-risking’ because of fears of huge 
financial penalties from US authorities 
if they are found doing business with 
suspected money laundering entities 
in the Caribbean.

The US State Department’s 
announcement has the potential of 
heightening the fear of international 
banks that they are likely to process 
financial transactions for the region 
that could  involve laundered money.

Inniss, a Barbados Commerce and 
Industry minister, is concerned that 
in reacting to this latest accusation, 
and others, against the Caribbean 
grouping, these small countries are 
going forward as individuals, which 
makes it easier for them to be picked 
off.

“We are still 15 nations going into 
the international fora, grappling with 
an understanding of the issues and 
then perhaps 15 divergent positions 
on the matter, and I have been say-
ing publicly and privately in regional 
meetings that we really need to come 
together.”

For this absence of a united 
approach, he blames officials of the 
Guyana based CARICOM Secretar-
iat and heads of government of the 
respective states.

“It is like pulling teeth to get 

the folks in Georgetown, Guyana to 
understand the issues and I would 
go as far as to suggest that I do not 
think the leaders in the region appre-
ciate the gravity of the situation,” he 
said.

Inniss’ call for coordinated CARI-
COM action matched that made by 
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank 
Governor, Timothy Antoine, during a 
Barbados visit earlier this month.

Pointing out that the world views 
the Caribbean as a brand or single 
entity, he said, “it means that not-
withstanding our heroic domestic 
efforts, larger countries, correspond-
ent banks, regulators and even inter-
national institutions regard us as a 
homogenous region. Consequently, 
the weaknesses of one often impact 
the reputation of all.”

United approach needed
Continued from page 1 

Barbados government minister, 
Donville Inniss. Photo by George Alleyne
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By Zadie Neufville
KINGSTON, Jamaica, Apr 28 

2017 (IPS) - Caribbean scien-
tists say fishermen are already 
seeing the effects of climate 
change, so for a dozen or so 
years they’ve been design-
ing systems and strategies 
to reduce the impacts on the 
industry.

While some work on reef 
gardens and strategies to 
repopulate over fished areas, 
others crunch the data and 
develop tools designed to pre-
pare the region, raise aware-
ness of climate change issues 
and provide the information to 
help leaders make decisions.

In December 2017, the 
Caribbean Regional Fisher-
ies Mechanism (CRFM) secre-
tariat, with funding from the 
UK government, announced a 
Climate Report Card to help 
formulate strategies to lessen 
the impact of climate change 
on regional fisheries.

“The CRFM is trying to 
ensure that the issue of cli-
mate change as it relates to the 
fisheries sector comes to the 
fore… because the CARICOM 

Heads of Government have 
put fish and fishery products 
among the priority commodi-
ties for CARICOM. It means 
that things that affect that 
development are important to 
us and so climate change is 
of primary importance,” said 
Peter Murray, the CRFM’s Pro-
gramme Manager for Fisheries 
and Development.

The grouping of small, 
developing states are ‘fortify-
ing’ the sectors that rely on the 
marine environment, or the 
Blue Economy, to withstand 
the expected ravages of cli-
mate change which scientists 
say will increase the inten-
sity of hurricanes, droughts, 
coastal sea level rise and coral 
bleaching.

In its last report AR5, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) report-
ed: “Many terrestrial, freshwa-
ter and marine species have 
shifted their geographic rang-
es, seasonal activities, migra-
tion patterns, abundances and 
species interactions in response 
to ongoing climate change,” 
patterns that are already being 

noted by Caribbean fishers.
In an email to IPS, Mur-

ray outlined several initiatives 
across the Caribbean that ,he 
says are crucial to region-
al efforts. The Report Card, 
which has been available since 
March, will provide the in-
depth data governments need 
to make critical decisions on 
mitigation and adaptation. It 
provides information covering 
ocean processes such as ocean 
acidification; extreme events 
like storms, surges and sea 
temperature; biodiversity and 
civil society including fisher-
ies, tourism and settlements.

In addition, the 17-members 
of the CRFM agreed to incorpo-
rate the management of fisher-
ies into their national disaster 
plans, and signed off on the 
Climate Change Adaptation and 
Disaster Risk Reduction Strat-
egy for the fisheries sector. 

“It means that anything 
looking at climate change and 
potential impacts is important 
to us,” Murray says.

The IPCC’s gloomy projec-
tions for world fisheries has 
been confirmed by a 2015 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
report indicating that for the 
last 30 years, world fisheries 
have been in decline due to 
climate change. In the Car-
ibbean, reduced catches are 

directly impacting the stability 
of entire communities and the 
diets and livelihoods of some of 
the region’s poorest. Further 
decline could devastate the 
economies of some islands.

Caribbean scientists work to limit 
climate impact on marine environment

In the Turks and Caicos, the government is searching for 
new ways to manage the conch and lobster populations. 
 Inter Press Service / Zadie Neufville
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By Goele Geeraert
BRUSSELS, May 7 2017 

(IPS) - The African, Carib-
bean and Pacific Group of 
States (ACP) met this week 
in Brussels for the 105th 
Session of its Council of 
Ministers to discuss the key 
question of how these 79 
countries could play a more 
effective role for their own 
citizens and in the interna-
tional arena.

The ACP-group was estab-
lished by the 1975 Georget-
own Agreement to co-or-
dinate cooperation between 
its members and the Euro-
pean Union. At that time, 
it consisted of 46 countries 
of the Caribbean and the 
Pacific that signed the first 
Lomé Convention on trade 
and aid with nine European 
Union member states.

Since then the ACP’s 
commercial and political 
clout has grown. Today it 
counts 79 states. All of them, 
save Cuba, have signed the 
Cotonou Agreement that 
replaced the succesive Lomé 
conventions and is better 
known as the ACP-EU Part-
nership Agreement.

Post-2020 relations
The current ACP-EU Cot-

onou Partnership Agree-
ment ends in 2020. In the 
lead-up to negotiations for a 
renewed partnership, future 
relations between the ACP 
and EU countries was one 
of the main points on the 
agenda of the Council. The 
current ACP-EU Partner-
ship Agreement is based on 
three pillars: development 
cooperation, political coop-
eration, economic and trade 
cooperation.

Economic and trade 
cooperation has been a key 
component of the ACP-EU 
partnership. It took the 
form of Economic Partner-

ship Agreements (EPA’s). 
They replaced the former 
non-reciprocal preferences 
the ACP countries enjoyed 
and had to meet the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
requirements. The majority 
of ACP countries are now 
implementing an EPA or 
have concluded EPA nego-
tiations with the EU.

Ethiopia’s Minister of 
Finance and Econom-
ic Cooperation Abraham 
Tekeste said, “We have to 
be ready to fundamentally 
reform our cooperation with 
the EU after 2020 aiming at 
deepening our relationship 
in various, differentiated 
fronts rather than sticking 
to the traditional coopera-
tion areas. We must ensure 
a more balanced partner-
ship with Europe based on 
shared values and mutual 
respect.”

Therefore the Council of 
ministers approved its three 
priority areas to guide future 
programmes and activities 
of the Group post-2020: 
trade, investment, indus-
trialisation and services; 
development cooperation, 
technology, science, innova-
tion and research; political 
dialogue and advocacy.

The ACP representatives 
reaffirmed their commit-

ment to enhance ACP-EU 
trade relations. At the same 
time, they asked the Euro-
pean Union to show flexibili-
ty in responding to concerns 
from ACP countries.

Comparative 
advantage

Another APC challenge 
of paramount importance 
will be to demonstrate its 
comparative advantage in 
partnerships with govern-
ments, the UN, multilateral 
organizations, civil society, 
the private sector, academia, 
and others.

According to Peter Thom-
son, President of the UN 
General Assembly, the ACP 
Group has an added value on 
the global scene. “It can play 
a significant role in multi-
lateral agreements such as 
the 2030 Agenda and the 
Paris Climate Agreement.”

This has recently 
been shown by the joint 
announcement made by 
the EU and ACP during the 
COP21 negotiations, repre-
senting 28 plus 79 countries 
of the world. The partners 
called for a legally-binding, 
ambitious, inclusive and 
durable agreement with 
clear long term goals, as 
well as a five-yearly review 

By Gertrude Onuoha Esq
According to National 

Domestic Hotline, domestic 
violence is a pattern of behav-
iors used by one partner to 
maintain power and control 
over another partner in an inti-
mate relationship. Anyone of 
any race, age, sexual orienta-
tion, religion or gender can be 
a victim — or perpetrator — of 
domestic violence. It can hap-
pen to people who are married, 
living together or who are dat-
ing. Domestic violence includes 
behaviors that physically harm, 
arouse fear, prevent a partner 
from doing what they wish or 
force them to behave in ways 
they do not want. It includes 
the use of physical and sexual 
violence, threats and intimida-
tion, emotional abuse and eco-
nomic deprivation. 

According to United States 
immigration website: “there 
are three ways immigrants 
who become victims of domes-
tic violence, sexual assault and 
some other specific crimes may 
apply for legal immigration sta-
tus for themselves and their 
child (ren). 

1. Self-petitions for 
legal status under the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA).

2. Cancellation of 
removal under VAWA.

3. U-nonimmigrant sta-
tus (crime victims).

 To win an abuse case, you 
must establish the following: 

1. • Proof that the abus-
er is a U.S. citizen or green card 
holder.

2. • Proof that you are 
the abuser’s spouse, child, or 
parent.

3. • Proof that you lived 
with the abuser.

4. • Proof that you cur-
rently live in the United States.

5. • Proof that you suf-
fered abuse, such as police 
records, hospital records, wit-
ness statements, psychological 
evaluation.  

6. • A statement describ-
ing your relationship with the 
abuser and the abuse you suf-
fered, police clearance records 
and / or other evidence to show 
you are a person of “good moral 
character“a copy of your pass-
port or birth certificate.

These immigration benefits 
each have specific require-
ments that must be estab-
lished. Consult an immigration 
lawyer who works with victims 
of domestic abuse.

The content of this article 
is intended for general infor-
mation purposes only, and is 
not legal advice. Those seek-
ing specific legal advice should 
contact Gertrude Onuoha 
Esq. at 575 Lexington Avenue, 
4th Fl. NY NY 10022 (Phone) 
7326425605. 

Gertrude Onuoha Esq. is the 
founder of the law offices of 
Gertrude Onuoha, P.C. She has 
practiced law for more than 
17 years. She has great depth 
of experience and a successful 
track record in handling immi-
gration matters. She is admit-
ted to practice law in the state 
of New York and has a Master of 
Laws (LL.M) degree from Ben-
jamin Cardozo School of Law 
in New York. She is a member 
of the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association and the 
New York Bar Association.

Green Card for victims 
of domestic violence
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The inaugural Garifuna fes-
tival in Long Beach, California 
proved to be an ideal launch-
port for what will now be an 
annual spring celebration of 
Black Caribbean and Central 
Americans from Belize, Gua-
temala, Honduras and Nica-
ragua. 

Held at the Museum of Latin 
American Art (MOLAA) thou-
sands participated to flaunt the 
culture, arts, music and lan-
guage of Black Caribs- Garifu-
na people of Central America.

Organized in collaboration 
with the Garifuna American 
Foundation United, the free, 
day long festival featured art 
workshops, face painting, chil-
dren’s story time, Garifuna 
drumming and dancing.

Costumed women displayed 
the unique typical fashions 
that distinguish the Garifuna 
people whose colors are black, 
white and yellow.

A family atmosphere pre-
vailed with the language of the 
people tempering a myriad of 
displays from craft vendors, 
culinary ambassadors and arti-
sans who travelled from the 
east coast, Midwest and as far 
away as the homelands that 

comprise the specialized indig-
enous nationals.

Welcomed by the infectious 
dance beats by DJ Fuego of 
Matralleta de Oro, celebrants 
were treated by a multitude of 
talented traditional performers 
and demonstrators.

Following on the success of 
the first festival in 2011, later 
this month from May 21-27, the 
sixth annual Garifuna Interna-
tional Indigenous Film Festival 
(GIIFF) will be held in Venice, 
California.

Although a burgeoning cal-
endar addition, the GIIFF is 
already acclaimed as one of the 
nation’s most prestigious film 
festivals celebrating Garifuna, 
Caribbean and indigenous cul-
tures from around the world. 

“We are happy to take audi-
ences and moviegoers on a 
global journey celebrating cul-
ture through art and film,” the 
organizers said.  

Since its launch the GIIFF 

has showcased a variety of 
films and created by Garifuna 
filmmakers -- as well as many 
other indigenous people -- and 
has hosted panel discussions, 
workshops, cultural presenta-
tions and award ceremonies. 

Opening night events 
includes a Black carpet arrival 
interview session, live music, 
performances and recogni-
tions.

Engraved plaques will be 
issued to winning entries and 
a Garifuna International Indig-
enous Film Festival Award will 
be presented. The latter is a 
humanitarian award presented 
for a film or documentary that 
embodies change in the world 
that teaches and brings aware-
ness to the causes of the indig-
enous populace.

According to the GIFF mis-
sion statement: “It is in essence 
a venue that reconciles, enter-
tains and portrays the very 
diverse and brilliant cultures 

to participants and attendees of 
the festival.” Organizers issued 
a call for any film or documen-
tary that is relevant to the mis-
sion statement of the Garifuna 
International Film Festival.

“We will accept preview 
DVDs that are works-in-
progress as well as films with 
temporary soundtracks or dig-

ital outputs.”
Feature films that have had 

commercial, theatrical, televi-
sion or internet play in the US 
are eligible. 

“We encourage all cultures 
to indigenous groups with a 
film / documentary will have 
the opportunity to qualify for 

First West Coast Garifuna Festival triumphs 

The Garifuna are descendants of Carib, Arawak, and West 
African people. The Garifuna music was proclaimed by 
UNESCO one of the masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity in 2001. Kike Calvo via Associated Press, File

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 24
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OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
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required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249

mechanism and a trans-
parency and account-
ability system tracking 
national commitment 
progress.

The statement became 
known as the “Ambition 
Coalition”, quickly grow-
ing to include major pow-
ers and emerging econo-
mies.

Intra-ACP 
cooperation

To play a significant 
global role, the ACP-group 
must also invest in strong-
er intra-ACP cooperation. 
There the group wants to 
play a complementary role 
to national and regional 
initiatives.

Patrick I. Gomes, sec-
retary-general of the ACP 
Group, said, “Looking at 
the question of security, 
peace and stability, we do 
not have an army to go for 
example after Boko Haram 
in Nigeria. But as ACP we 
can ask ourselves why that 
ideology of Boko Haram 
appeals to young people 
and what gives people 
purpose in life. And that 

is where the ACP culture 
programme comes in.

“The question of inse-
curity, peace and crime is 
also a fundamental ques-
tion of poverty and devel-
opment: how do we have 
comprehensive approaches 
to reducing and address-
ing poverty in all its forms 
and aspects? ACP makes a 
contribution in that direc-
tion by complementing 
what is at the national and 
the regional level. We have 
to look for examples of 
success at the national, we 
have to learn from each 
other’s experience and 
make a difference by our 
intra-ACP programmes.”

Sustainable 
financing

No organisation can 
develop without strong 
institutions and solid, sus-
tainable financing sourc-
es. Therefore the Council 
asked its member states 
to invest in a sustainable 
self-financing capacity of 
the ACP. It made an appeal 
to consequently pay their 
membership contribution 
and launched the idea of 
an endowment trust fund.

According to Gomes, 
“Member countries are 
receiving millions in 
grant financing thanks 
to the ACP. Compared to 
that amount of money 
the membership contri-
bution is very little. So 
we encourage everyone 
to contribute to keep us 
going.

“We also encourage vol-
untary contributions as a 
start for an endowment 
trust fund. There is so 
much wealth and money 
in our countries. Would 
our billionaires and corpo-
rations not be concerned 
to look to how they can 
support their own organi-
sation? We see that as a 
very important area for 
our financial sustainabil-
ity.”

At the end of the two-
day meeting, the president 
of the council, Abraham 
Tekeste, said, “We have 
received by our Heads of 
State and Government 
clear marching orders to 
undertake the reforms 
needed to transform the 
ACP Group into an effec-
tive global player, fit for 
the 21st century, and 
responsive to the emerg-
ing priorities of our Mem-
ber States.”

Sustainable financing
Continued from page 10 
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
)Maintain a strong connection with your child

)Set reasonable limits and expectations
)Address sensory needs at home and in the community

)Reduce personal and familial stress
)Respond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City Council Council Autism 
Awareness Initiative and in partnership with the Kennedy Child Study Center

Dates:  May 11, May 18, May 25 and June 1, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Address provided upon registration
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 
advanced registration is requested.

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW
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AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

By Azad Ali
Eight Jamaicans, including a 

former police officer were last week 
extradited to the United States to 
face charges related to their alleged 
involvement in a lottery scam.

Jason Jahalal, a former police offic-
er, Alrick McLedo, Oneil Brown, Xanu 
Ann Morgan, Dario Palmer, Kazrae 
Gray, Kimberly Hudson and Dahlia 
Hunter were charged with various 
fraud offences including money laun-
dering.

Mastermind of the scheme, Lavrick 
Willocks operated it out of a house 
where he lived with his mother, Dahl-
ia Hunter. The accused will each face 
one count of conspiracy and attempt-
ing to commit wire fraud, 48 counts 
of wire fraud, 15 counts of mail fraud, 
and one count of money laundering 
in North Dakota, United States.

It is alleged that conmen schemed 
more than 70 people, mostly Ameri-
cans, out of about US$6 million.

Willocks had evaded arrest for some 
time, but was taken into custody in 
January after being found hiding in a 
garden in a hotel in Kingston.

He was extradited and at his court 
appearance, pleaded not guilty to the 

charges of conspiracy, wire fraud and 
a number of other charges. 

Eight Jamaicans 
extradited to the US

Alrick McLeod, one of eight people 
who were extradited from Jamaica 
to face charges in the U.S. in what 
authorities said is a multimillion-
dollar lottery scam that victimized 
dozens of Americans. The eight sus-
pects made their initial appearance 
Thursday, April 27, 2017, at federal 
court in Bismarck, N.D.  
 Burleigh County Sheriff’s Department via 

Associated Press
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SHEPELSKY  
LAW GROUP  
IMMIGRATION & FAMILY LAW

We specialize in difficult cases, prior attorney 
mistakes, deportation, court proceedings

Immigration Court & Deportation  Green Cards Through Marriage  
Visas & Green Cards for Family Members  Appeals, Motions to Reopen 

Abuse Cases (Violence Against Women & Men)  Asylum  
U.S. Citizenship with Criminal Arrests  Divorces, Child Support, Visitation

Serving the New York community since 2002

Tel:718.769.6352

through the London-based Common-
wealth Secretariat.

Sharing of practical operational expe-
riences among anti-corruption bodies 
from across the region was part of the 
conference agenda.

The main objective was how to devel-
op systems and programs for the better-
ment of countries.

The conference brought together 
some international delegates including 
Commonwealth Secretary General, Deo-
dat Maharaj and Anti-Corruption Advi-
sor, Dr. Roger Roranteng, as well as 
CCAICACB Chairman, Lady Anade Trot-
man-Joseph. 

St. Vincent
The National Emer-

gency Management 
Organization (NEMO) 
is warning that the 
La Soufriere Volcano 
remains an active volcano and “will 
erupt again.”

The volcano erupted almost four dec-
ades ago and NEMO warned that while it 
“has been quiet for some time, it is still 
an active volcano and will erupt again. 
Citizens would know where they live in 
relation to the volcano and in which haz-
ard zone they are located.”

NEMO advised La Soufriere last erupt-
ed 38 years ago, in 1979.

NEMO will be joined by the Seismic 
Research Center (SRC) of the Univer-
sity of the West Indies, the Soufriere 
Monitoring Unit (SMU) and the Forestry 
Division to commemorate the 38th anni-
versary of the last eruption and to raise 
awareness of the risk and science associ-
ated with the active volcano this month.

St. Lucia
Prime Minister Allen Chastanet has 

removed government multibillion fund-
ing for the St. Lucia National Trust 
(SLNT) in the budget estimates current-
ly being debated in parliament.

It is widely regarded as punishment 
for its opposition to a proposed dolphin 
park and its outspoken criticism of envi-
ronmentally damaging components of a 
controversial development in St. Lucia.

The SLNT, joined by conservation-
ists across the world had opposed the 
Chinese-sponsored co-called Pearl of the 
Caribbean project that poses a serious 
threat to the country’s ecological cul-
tural and archaeological heritage.

There is a proposal to 
build a causeway linking 
the Maria Islands Nature 
Reserve to the mainland, 
one of the only two wild-
life havens, which is officially a protected 
area.

The prime minister has removed the 
entire Office of the Prime Minister’s con-
tributions of $700,000 towards the work 
of the SLNT from this year’s budget.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago President Antho-

ny Carmona is urging other CARICOM 
states who have not replaced the Lon-
don-based Privy Council with the Car-
ibbean Court of Justice as their final 
court in legal matters that they should 
consider doing so now.

Though 12 of the 15 CARICOM mem-
ber states have signed the agreement 
establishing the CCJ, only Barbados, 
Guyana, Dominica, and Belize have 
accepted the court as the end decision-
maker.

Carmona, who served 
as a High Court judge 
before his appointment 
as President of T&T in 
2013, expressed his frus-
tration over the long delay in members 
joining the CCJ, while speaking in Bar-
bados recently during a presentation on 
Redefining Caribbean Pride for the 21st 
Century Youth, to the University of the 
West Indies, cave Hill Campus, under-
graduate organization, Students Today 
Alumni Tomorrow.

President Carmona said he sees accept-
ance by all territories of CCJ to be the 
court of the last resort as another step 
towards fortifying the Caribbean identity.

He noted that CCJ is predominately 
of Caribbean origin, and according to a 
CARICOM document, “judges appointed 
to the CCJ are evaluated on the basis of 
wide-ranging criteria, including experi-
ence and high moral character”.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Nelson A. King
The city’s three public library systems 

say they officially launched a letter-writing 
campaign this week, urging the mayor 
and City Council to increase funding for 
libraries in Fiscal Year 2018. 

The Brooklyn Public Library, New York 
Public Library and Queens Library are 
calling on members of the public to sign 
letters to elected officials asking for US$34 
million in additional operating funding 
for increased hours, said the libraries in 
a statement. 

The funding includes more branches to 
be open seven days a week and $150 mil-
lion in capital funding “to address critical 
maintenance needs at branches.” 

Letters can be signed at any of the city’s 
217 library locations, or online at investin-
libraries.org. 

The libraries said renowned writer Mal-
colm Gladwell is supporting the initiative 
and encouraging the public to sign letters, 
penning an email that was sent to library 
patrons on Wednesday. 

“As a kid, the highlight of my week 
was Wednesday evening, when my mom 
would drive me into town to the Public 
Library,” Gladwell wrote. 

“The library was a magical place, that 
gave me — a kid from a tiny town — a 

window on the whole world. I’ve never 
lost that feeling. And I’ve never felt more 
strongly that every child deserves that 
same window on the world,” he added. 

Gladwell said that only seven percent 
of New York City’s libraries are open seven 
days — “for some families, weekends are 
their only chance to visit a branch and 
expand their horizons” — and mentions 
branches in need of serious repairs. 

“Libraries are a lifeline — not a luxury 
— for New Yorkers. I know I wouldn’t be a 
writer without learning to love reading at 
my local library as a child,” Gladwell said. 
“Let’s make sure other New York City kids 
get a chance to follow their dreams just 
like I did.” 

The letter-writing effort is part of the 
multi-year “Invest in Libraries” campaign 
to fight for increased resources and ensure 
that New Yorkers have the libraries that 
they need and deserve, the libraries said.  

Since the campaign launched three 
years ago, the libraries said it has generat-
ed strong support from authors and celeb-
rities such as Junot Diaz, Judy Blume, 
Tom Wolfe, Robert Caro, Anna Deavere 
Smith, Jeff Kinney, as well as thousands 
of everyday New Yorkers, “resulting in City 
funding for six-day service and an initial 
capital budget commitment. 

NYC libraries launch 
letter-writing campaign 
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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Services Provided:

Please call 347-915-1755 

(btwn Lenox and Clarkson Avenues). Bus: B17, B47 

LA CIMA ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL

2017 NATIONAL SCHOOL of CHARACTER

Address for the Pre-K location:
369 Marcus Garvey, Brooklyn NY 11221

* The new space is currently under construction,
opening for the 2017-18 school year

The Kings Theatre in 
Brooklyn is bound to be 
jam-packed on Mother’s 
Day – Sunday, May 14th, 2017 
as excited music lovers are 
blessed with the opportunity 
to see R&B legends The 

O’Jays perform live in con-
cert along with Special Guest 
the Temptation Review fea-

turing Dennis Edwards. 
For one night only, fans will 
immerse themselves in the 
sounds and memories of the 
70’s and early 80’s while lis-
tening to these classic R&B 
acts in this fantastic Moth-
er’s Day Concert. For many, 
the evening doubles as the 
perfect Mother’s Day Con-
cert. For many, the evening 
doubles as the perfect Moth-
er’s Day gift, with all the la-
dies turning up in their Sun-
day best for this spectacular 
occasion.

For the past 50 years, 
the O’Jays have produced a 
string of hits that are con-
sidered to be masterpieces 
to this day. Eddie Levert, 
Walter Williams, and Eric 
Grant performed their chart 
–topping singles “Black 
Stabbers,”  “Used to Be My 
Girl,” “Love Train,” “I Love 
Music.” “Give the People 

What They Want,” “Darlin’ 
Darlin’ Baby (Sweet Tender 
Love),” “Cry Together,” and 
“For the Love of Money.” The 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fam-
ers will rock the house for 
their fans on Mother’s Day. 
The O’Jays singing their 
many hits will remind us all 
why mothers should be ap-
preciated and respected ev-
ery day, not just on Mother’s 
Day. With the trio’s incredi-
ble dancing moves, timeless 
hits, mellifluous vocals, and 
Eddie Levert’s jokes, it will 
truly be a magical night in 
Brooklyn.

Edwards was the first 
new Temptation to enter 
the group after their “clas-
sic five” heyday, when he 
replaced David Ruffin as 
lead singer in July 1968. The 
Temptations officially in-
troduced Edwards on July 
9, 1968 on stage in Valle 

Forge, Pennsylvania. With 
his disco periods; two of 
the Temptations songs he 
appears on, “Cloud Nine” 
(1968) and “Papa Was a 
Rollin’ Stone” (1972), won 
Grammy Awards. Edwards 
was the lead singer on many 
other Temptations songs in-
cluding “I Can’t Get Next to 
You,” “Ball of Confusion,” 
“Psychedelic Shack,” and 
“My Girl.” The Temptations 
became one of the most suc-
cessful Motown groups in 
the world.

Tickets can be pur-
chased through www.tick-
etmaster.com or charge by 
phone at (800) 745-3000. Tick-
ets can also be purchase by 
visiting Kings Theatre Box 
Office between the hours of 
12noon – 5pm. For further 
information contact the 
event producer , Jammins 
Events at 718-828-8041.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A Mother’s Day Concert Worth Attending
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Dance

BAM

May 26—29

2017

2017 DanceAfrica Sponsor:Support for Muslim 
Stories: Global to Local 
provided by the Building 
Bridges Program of the 
Doris Duke Foundation  
for Islamic Art.

Presenting Sponsor of
Dance Education:

DanceAfrica Car-Sharing 
Sponsor:

BAM.org/DanceAfrica
718.636.4100 Tickets start at $25

Dance Music Film Bazaar 

The Healing Light of Rhythm:  
Tradition and Beyond 

Artistic Director Abdel R. Salaam 
and Artistic Director Emeritus Chuck Davis

Celebrating 40 years of America’s largest  
festival dedicated to African dance!

Photos: Richard Termine 
and Julieta Cervantes

By Alexandra Simon
Let’s talk hair.
A play discussing some black lady 

hair struggles is debuting at the Black 
Lady Theatre on May 12. “Hair’itage the 
Play, The Journey of Sistahs and Their 
Hair,” follows six women dealing with 
the negative notions that come with 
their hair. The show not only identifies 
the varying perceptions 
associated with a black 
woman’s hairstyle but will 
also challenge them, said 
one actress in the play.

“This is a play about 
black women and their 
experiences with black 
hair and accepting their 
identity while appreciat-
ing and embracing their 
own hair because there 
are so many stereotypes 
with our hair,” said actress 
Dianne Dixon, who plays 
Loc Hair Sistah. “If you’re 
wearing locs they assume 
you’re one way, and if you 
have an afro they assume 
another thing, and we 
want to address those 
stereotypes and ridicule 
some of them as well.”

The play highlights six 
monologues by women 
wearing different hair-
styles, which include 
afro, weave, colored hair, 
straight hair, loc hair, and 
braided hair. And with each hairstyle 
comes a different story, one that Dixon 
says she can identify with. 

Having worn locs for more than a 
decade, Dixon often deals with many 
of those negative assumptions as an 
actress, and has been the target of 
disparaging terms about her hair by 
agents and a former boyfriend, she 
said. But she says she strongly relates 
to the play because those struggles still 
present themselves in finding work as 
an actress.

“It is something that I can relate to 
because I’m a living testimony with 
what I’ve been going through with my 
nappy head,” said Dixon. “My mom was 
very disappointed when I locked my 
hair and a boyfriend said if I locked it he 
would leave me, and I said bye.”

But her feisty and hilarious character 

perfectly mirrors how she reacts to the 
negativity, she said.

“Loc Sistah is a very free character 
and independent,” said Dixon. “In one 
monologue she is taken out on a date by 
a brother where she is asked to pay for 
meal and Loc Sistah lets him have it.”

The other ladies in the show also have 
funny scenes but the overall comedic 

play does take a look at 
some serious issues, such 
as enslavement and the 
origin of the negative per-
ception, said Dixon.

Even though there was 
a growing natural hair 
movement among black 
women, Dixon said hair 
was an important part of 
black women’s identity 
and there was still a need 
to conform because their 
hair remains a political 
issue.

“This play covers all 
the issues we go through 
on a daily basis because 
black women are always 
doing for something dif-
ferent with their hair and 
are looked at differently 
for each thing they do,” 
she said. “I think it still 
plays a major part of our 
lives and even today black 
women struggle with 
their hair and want to be 
more accepted, so they 

straighten and blow it out to make it 
acceptable to society.”

She said the play will spotlight how 
each hairstyle was received and most 
importantly will explain a thing or two 
about hair to help people to show more 
consideration to the differing experi-
ences black women undergo. 

“I think this is good for all audiences 
to come in and come with open mind 
to understand the culture,” said Dixon. 
“I feel it will be entertaining and edu-
cational for those who don’t know what 
we go through.”

“Hair’itage the Play, The Journey of 
Sistahs and Their Hair” at Black Lady 
Theatre [750 Nostrand Ave. between 
Sterling and Park places in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, www.hairitagetheplay.
com]. May 12 at 8 pm, May 13 at 3 pm 
and 8 pm, May 14 at 3 pm. $25.

Heritage and hair

Jamaican-American 
actress Dianne Dixon 
is playing Loc Sistah 
in “Hair’itage the Play: 
The Journey of Sistahs 
and Their Hair,” a pro-
duction about black 
women’s struggles and 
joys with their hair. The 
play will begin playing 
at the Black Lady The-
atre on May 12. 
 Anthony Legg

New play discusses black 
women’s hair stories

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Cinco de Mayo celebrated Mexico 

but it did not bode well for a Jamaican 
who made history October 2011 when 
President Barack Obama named her 
the first woman and second Black 
person to serve as the White House’s 
chief usher.

Angella Reid was fired on May 5 
and reportedly relieved of her position 
without any explanation nor reason.

According to reports, on arriving 
to work on the usually festive day, 
White House staffers were told that 
Reid was no longer working there. 

The White House declined to pro-
vide any specifics for the reasons 
behind Reid’s departure but a spokes-
person for President Donald Trump’s 
administration said: “We are very 
grateful for her service and wish her 
the very best.” 

Fluent in German and Spanish, 
Reid is credited with running the 
Hartford Marriot Rocky Hill Hotel 
in Connecticut and the Renaissance 
New York Hotel in New York City. A 
native of the parish of St. Thomas, 
Jamaica, she attended Excelsior High 
School in Kingston and soon after-
wards in 1978 broached a career in 
the hospitality industry working at 
the Half Moon hotel in Montego Bay. 

With a degree in hospitality man-
agement from the Carl Duisberg Ges-
ellschaft School in Munich, Germany, 
Reid took the highly-placed position 
at the White House after working for 
the Ritz-Carlton group in Washing-
ton D.C.

 She had previously worked for the 
same hotelier in Miami and Arling-
ton, Virginia.

Jamaican 
booted from 

the White 
House

By Nelson A. King
The new Permanent Representative of 

Suriname to the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS), Niermala Badrising, 
has presented her credentials to OAS 
Secretary General Luis Almagro. 

“The global and interconnected nature 
of the 21st century challenges require 
collective actions to find solutions that 
transcend national borders,” said Badris-
ing at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. on 
Friday at OAS headquarters. 

She also highlighted the need for 
“renewed multilateralism, one that could 
be based in an integrated approach and 
one that could be more in tune with the 
principles of international law and inter-
national relations.” 

Almagro welcomed back Badrising, 
who had served in the same position 
between 2012 and 2015.

He emphasized the “productive work-
ing relationship” he had maintained with 
Badrising during her tenure as minister 
of Foreign Affairs, according to the OAS.

New Suriname envoy to OAS presents credentials

By Tangerine Clarke
Benga Akinnagbe is an American-

born artist of Nigerian lineage, so it is 
not surprising that he sources some of 
the most beautiful prints from the con-
tinent of his ancestors, to fashion his 
Enitan Vintage furniture collection.

The talented, very light-hearted crea-
tor said he liked the energy and quality 
of things built before his time. Adding 
that the pieces carry a sense of warmth 
and personality that seem to transcend 
space and time such as the late great 
performer, songwriter, Prince, whose 
song “Nothing Compares To You,” after 
which he named his settee. Sexy M.F. 92 
is another of Prince’s track that inspired 
his furniture.

Each Enitan Vintage piece on display 
at last weekend’s DSGN IS BKLYN expo-
sition in Green Point’s Designs Center, 
was selected for its quality and potential 
to be lovingly reimagined with cultural 
creativity, said the designer.

Akinnagbe, who moved from Wash-
ington DC, where he was born, to Bed-
ford Stuyvesant, told Caribbean Life he 
sources fabric from his travels around 
the world, bringing the cloth to Brook-
lyn, to create a unique genre of furni-
ture.

The colorful textiles are also, Vlisco 
Wax Hollandais, a special product that 
uses a variety of styles with a range of 
mixed colors, known as Holland Wax, 
shipped from Holland. 

Enitan means “person of story” in 
Yoruba. 

“The idea of our furniture, our spac-

es, and our lives being steeped in sto-
ries, is the foundation of Enitan Vin-
tage,” he said

Akinnagbe described himself as an 
actor, activist, and humanitarian, and 
said he re-envisions fine vintage furni-
ture into ethically elegant new pieces, 

selected for its quality and potential to 
be lovingly reimagined with cultural 
creativity. 

“I have fun creating the pieces,” he 
said, showcasing three selections, var-
ied in price. Visit www.enitanvintage.
com for more information.

Brooklyn artist creates vintage 
furniture from African textiles

Brooklyn-based furniture designer Benga Akinnagbe sits on his “Nothing 
Compares To You” - inspired settee at the DSGN IS BKLYN exposition at 
Designs Center in Greenpoint. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Angella Reid is photographed 
in Lafayette Park in front of the 
White House, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 
2011, in Washington. Next month, 
Reid becomes White House chief 
usher, only the ninth person to 
hold the job and the fi rst woman 
in the position.  
 Associated Press / Carolyn Kaster

The new Permanent Representative of Suriname to the Organization of 
American States (OAS), Niermala Badrising presents credentials to Secre-
tary General Luis Almagro. Organization of American States
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Join us for

Mother’s Day
Three Course Prix Fixe $4895  

Kids $1995

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com 
for more information

Reservations Recommended

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer

Serving Brooklyn 
since 1999

Saturday, May 20th from 2pm-5pm

scholarship funding”
“We believe in sup-

porting and encourag-
ing young filmmakers — 
especially those who are 
from indigenous cultures 
— With this in mind, last 
year we began accepting 
submissions from film-
makers in accredited uni-
versity / cllege filmmak-
ing programs.”

A professional panel of 
judges from the enter-
tainment industry will 
decide award winners in 
categories ranging from 
a Jury Award, Visionary 
Award, Best Documenta-
ry, Best Narrative Garifu-
na Heritage Award, Gari-
funa International Indig-
enous Awareness Award, 
Animation Awareness of 
Culture Award, Humani-
tarian, Indigenous pres-
ervation, Folklore and 
Comedy. 

Eligibility require-
ments demand that world 
premieres of feature-
length films and shorts 
are a high priority and 
feature films must have 
been completed prior to 

April 3, 2017.
However, if relevant 

material is submitted, 
films and documenta-
ries that have had prior 
screenings will be con-
sidered. 

Films that have been 
submitted for considera-
tion in previous years are 
eligible for re-submission.  
Feature films in a lan-
guage other than English 
must be subtitled in Eng-
lish for festival considera-
tion and presentation.

Feature-length fiction 
and documentary films 
must be between 75 to 90 
minutes in running time.  

Short films should 
be between 20 and 30 
minutes long. And mid-
length short films 45 to 
60 minutes.

Filmmakers must 
deliver final projects in 
DVD format.

Visit www.garifuna-
filmfestival.com for more 
information.

Trayvon Martin 
Will Receive 
Posthumous 
College Degree 

Half a decade after Tray-

von Martin’s death, the 
Florida, teenager — who 
captured the attention of 
a national audience divided 
by reaction to his shoot-
ing death — will be post-
humously awarded a bach-
elor’s degree in aeronautical 
science from Florida Memo-
rial University (FMU).

The announcement 
was made recently on 
the university’s Facebook 
page.

 According to the social 
media post, the aeronau-
tics degree is “In honor 
of the steps he took dur-
ing his young life toward 
becoming a pilot,” the 
fact he attended aviation 
classes in high school; 
“had an obvious love of 
flying,” and had he lived 
would be 22, the age of 
many of the graduates.

His parents Sabrina 
Fulton and Tracy Martin 
will accept the degree dur-
ing a commencement cer-
emony slated for May 13. 

Fulton, Martin’s 
mother is an alumnus 
of the school, a histori-
cally Black institution in 
Miami Gardens, Florida.

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in English. 

Catch You On The 
Inside! 

Continued from page 11 

Trayvon Martin
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Office of the Mayor

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department of 
Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

$83 million 
in City 

projects 
looks like.

Dawanna Williams
Founder, Managing Principal

Dabar Development Partners LLC

Did You Know the 
Fair Housing Act 
Protects Your Rights?

• Did a realtor/landlord 
say they didn’t have an 
apartment when you 
knew they did? 

• Did a landlord say 
you couldn’t have an 
accommodation, like grab 
bars in the bathroom or 
a ramp to the building?  

If yes, the Fair Housing Act 
may protect you. CIDNY 
can help you understand 
your rights, file complaints 
and refer you to pro bono 
attorneys who can help.

Please call 212/674-2300 
and ask for a Fair Housing 
Counselor. If you are facing 
housing discrimination, 
CIDNY can help.

CID••NY

Manhattan
841 Broadway, Suite 301
New York, NY 10003
212/674-2300 (tel)
646/350-2681 (VP)

Queens
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd
Kew Gardens, NY 11415
646/442-1520 (tel)
347/905-5088 (VP)
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

By Alexandra Simon
Reaching a musical milestone.
British reggae music label Green-

sleeves Records is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this summer. Founded in 
1975 as a record store in West London, 
the shop quickly grew into a go-to 
locale for Jamaican record producers 
two years later. Now 40 years later the 
label is thrilled to reach this landmark 
event, said a spokesman for the com-
pany.

“We are proud of our continued sur-
vival and the development of reggae 
music,” said Chris O’Brien, artist and 
repertoire at Greensleeves. “We are also 
proud of being a launch pad for the suc-
cesses of great artists.”

Since partnering with United States-
based independent reggae label VP 
Records — which operates a record 
stores in Queens and Florida — Green-
sleeves is an even bigger influential 
brand in the genre, said O’Brien. 

“The beginning years of the label 
saw many great successes but the part-
nership with VP in 2016 has increased 
our global reach to see Greensleeves 
become a truly international brand,” 
he said.

The label is home to tunes that popu-
lar dancehall artists created in the 90s, 
and is responsible for helping artists like 
Shabba Ranks, Beenie Man, and Shaggy 
accomplish hit singles. One of those 
pinnacle moments was “seeing Shaggy 
reach number one,” said O’Brien.

International reggae pop artist Shag-
gy scored a number one hit in 1993 with 
his song ‘Oh Carolina,’ and that achieve-
ment skyrocketed his career, shedding 

light on the independent label.
“‘Oh Carolina’ reaching number one 

was an epic feat because at that moment 
we knew the impact of our label and the 
vast fanbase we were reaching,” said 
O’Brien. “That was also one of the 
pivotal moments of Shaggy’s career 
that led him to international super-
stardom.”

To celebrate its milestone anniversa-
ry, the label is releasing several new and 
exclusive music to honor its four dec-
ades in music, said O’Brien. A release 
of a digital and CD compilation of 40 
tracks — each song commemorating 
the 40 years of being in the business 
— will debut, along with a special 40th 
Anniversary edition package of  The 
Congos ‘Heart Of The Congos.’

And to top off the label’s birthday, 
various festivals, events, and concerts 
will be planned in London, Paris, and 
the 40th anniversary concert will take 
place at BB Kings in Times Square on 
June 21.

O’Brien said Greensleeves Records 
proved themselves to be an instru-
mental hand in the growth of reggae 
music and looked forward to its 80th 
anniversary.

“We couldn’t be prouder of this mon-
umental milestone. Knowing that the 
label has had such an impact on the 
development of popular reggae styles 
such as lovers rock and dancehall gives 
us more motivation to keep pushing 
forward with more music and develop-
ing more great artists,” he said. “We 
hope that we can look back in another 
40 years and see even more legends 
emerge from our catalog.”

Greensleeves to celebrate 
40th anniversary

International reggae pop artist Shaggy earning a number one was a mo-
ment of pride for Greensleeves.  Associated Press / Georgios Kefalas
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

“The Awkward Thoughts of 
W. Kamau Bell: Tales of a 6’4”, 
African American, Heterosex-
ual, Cisgender, Left-Leaning, 
Asthmatic, Black and Proud 
Blerd, Mama’s Boy, Dad, and 
Stand-Up Comedian” by W. 
Kamau Bell

c.2017, Dutton 
$28.00 / $37.00 Canada 
352 pages
 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You are a very different kind 

of person.
You like things that oth-

ers don’t like, you’re good at 
something that nobody else 
can do, and you laugh at the 
craziest jokes. You’re different 
— and that’s okay. If we were 
all the same, as you’ll see in 
“The Awkward Thoughts of W. 
Kamau Bell” by W. Kamau Bell, 
life would be awfully boring.

When Kamau Bell was born 
in late January, 1973, his moth-
er was already “a pioneer.”

She’d been married and 
divorced twice, and was unmar-
ried and 35 years old when Bell 

was born. Unwilling to marry 
Bell ’s father, she defined her 
own life and raised her son to 
do the same.

Bell grew up a “blerd” (a 
Black nerd) who loved super-
hero comics and TV cartoons. 
He especially “LOVED! LOVED! 
LOVED!” the Incredible Hulk 
and thought he could actually 
be Spiderman because it was 
possible that Spidey was Black. 
Bell says he didn’t, however, 

much care for the superhe-
roes who seemed to have “some 
sort of contractual obligation 
to put the word ‘Black” in their 
Superhero name.”

Bell also loved Bruce Lee 
movies, and though there were 
surprisingly few authentic Lee 
films, the awesomeness of 
martial arts led Bell to take 
classes. He was a big Saturday 
Night Live watcher, absorbed 
stand-up comedy acts, and he 
appreciated how Muhammad 
Ali lived life by his own rules. 
All this — added to the day 
when someone other than his 
mother laughed out loud at 
his jokes — led to a decision: 
Bell gave up a scholarship to an 
Ivy League college, to pursue a 
career in comedy.

It wasn’t the smoothest of 
paths. He didn’t do well at 
his first gig. Audiences didn’t 
laugh, so he tried another com-
edy tactic by utilizing the sub-
ject of racism in his shows. 
He wrote, offered workshops, 
found a niche medium, cre-
ated a podcast, met a few of his 

idols, was taken advantage of 
(often by white men), and he 
bounced ideas off others as he 
meanwhile met an independent 
woman, fell in love, and started 

a family.
And his career took off…
When reading a book by a 

comedian, one might expect to 
laugh, right?

Comedian Bell shares his 
‘awkward thoughts’

Book cover of “The Awkard Thoughts of W. Kamu Bell.”

Author Kamu Bell.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm, Closed Mother’s DayResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION
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www.brooklynnytutoring.com

SCHOLARSKILLS

When you think back to your 
own kindergarten experience, it 
probably involved a half-day pro-
gram and plenty of fun activi-
ties - fi nger painting, sand play 
and nap time. Likely the hardest 
parts were learning the alphabet 
and counting to 100.

Fast forward to today. While kin-
dergarten still offers a fun learning 
environment, it’s certainly more 
focused on academic achievement. 
Kindergartners often know the 
alphabet and have solid counting 
skills prior to the fi rst day of school. 
If students aren’t reading at the be-
ginning of the school year, they’re 
certainly expected to be doing so 
by the end.

“Kindergarten is the new fi rst 
grade” isn’t just an anecdote, it’s 
a fact. New research from the 
University of Virginia compares 
kindergarten and fi rst-grade 
classrooms between 1998 and 
2010, fi nding that kindergarten 
classes have become increas-
ingly like fi rst grade, with more 
time spent on academic instruc-
tion and, ultimately, higher edu-
cational expectations.

Each year an estimated 4 mil-

lion children enter kindergarten. 
To help pre-K kids improve core 
learning skills and get them ex-
cited about school, it’s important 
to fi nd fun, age-appropriate ways 
to help them learn. Consider 
these expert ideas for preparing 
kids ages 3-6 for kindergarten.

Educational apps

 Children today have a natu-
ral knack for technology. While 
it’s important to monitor and 
balance screen time, the right 
technology can help educate 
kids. Preschool Academy by In-
tellectoKids is an ideal example. 
With over 50 educational activi-
ties in one app, kids will learn 
the alphabet and develop impor-
tant skills like counting, sort-
ing, logic and critical thinking 
- the foundations for math and 
reading. Best yet, the learning 
is rooted in amusing animated 
puzzles about musical instru-
ments, fun train adventures or 
whimsical letter/number games.

This educational app allows 
parents to customize for mul-
tiple children and select between 

three levels, increasing in diffi -
culty as they play and learn. Like 
Preschool Academy, the best 
learning games are constantly 
adding fresh new learning ac-
tivities and are always free of ads 
or hidden in-app purchases.

Fine motor skills

 Fine motor skills, also known 
as dexterity, involve the coordi-
nation and control of muscles to 
create small movements. This 
usually requires hand-eye coor-
dination as well. Being prepared 
for kindergarten means having 
a basic ability to complete fi ne 
motor actions like holding a 
pencil correctly, tying shoes and 
sorting small objects.

One of the easiest ways to sup-
port your child’s fi ne motor de-
velopment is by providing lots of 
opportunities to color and write. 
Make crayons and paper readily 
available and let kids’ imagina-
tions take off. As they try to draw 
a bird, write a story or create pat-
terns, they are really preparing 
themselves for the classroom.

Reading and conversation

 Language is a heavy focus 
throughout the kindergarten 
curriculum. One way to prepare 
your child is to make reading 
a daily activity, including clas-
sics like “Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom,” “Harold & the Purple 
Crayon” or “Don’t Let the Pi-
geon Drive the Bus.” Fostering 
a love of books can set the stage 
for learning important reading 
skills. Visit your local library, 
stock your bookshelf and down-
load digital books.

Additionally, make time for 
genuine conversation with your 
child. Both reading and speak-
ing help children expand their 
knowledge of the English lan-
guage. They’ll also learn impor-
tant social skills, and you’ll also 
fi nd yourself developing a deeper 
bond with your little one.

Preschool

 Want kids to be prepared for 
kindergarten? Enroll in pre-
school a few days a week. This 
experience gives children the 

perfect foundation to prepare 
them for their educational jour-
ney. Preschools provide intro-
ductory education in writing 
and math, but it’s a lot of fun, 
too. Students have plenty of time 
to play and learn about the world 
around them.

What’s more, kids learn proper 
social etiquette and how to follow 
classroom rules. Being able to sit 
still, listen to the teacher, raise a 
hand to ask a question and inter-
act respectably among peers are 
all important skills that kids will 
need in order to thrive in an aca-
demic environment. If preschool 
isn’t possible, consider joining a 
playgroup or visiting the library 
for story time, and encourage 
social interaction with new kids 
at the playground.

Knowing that kindergarten 
is more challenging than ever, 
smart parents are taking charge 
by introducing age-appropriate 
educational activities now. From 
smart apps like IntellectoKids 
Preschool Academy to reading 
every day, you’re helping build 
the brain power that leads to suc-
cess in kindergarten and beyond.

The Modern Kindergarten Experience
EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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CERTIFIED
Pre-Owned
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EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 8YR AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

PRE-OWNED SUPERCENTER
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All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import
ALL UNDER A SPACIOUS, INDOOR SHOWROOM

EVERY VEHICLE IS HAND-SELECTED
from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our
18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

HERE’S JUST A SAMPLING OF THE BRANDS WE HAVE AVAILABLE

SAVE TIME!
Fill out your Credit 
Application Online 
before you arrive

For    Less

APR
available on

any car
  we sell**
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1.9%

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Prices include all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. (1) For qualifi ed buyers. See dealer for details. **On approved credit. Up to 36 months. ‡Retail 
value: $399. Photos for illustration purposes only. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. See dealer for complete details. Expires 3 days after publication.
DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

ASK ABOUT
OUR REFERRAL 
FEE PROGRAM
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����������	��3 PRE-OWNED INDOOR SHOWROOMS

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

STEVE DWAYNE DAVID

By Alexandra Simon
The fourth Haiti Film 

Festival kicks off with a fund 
raising gala and screening at 
the Alamo Drafthouse Cine-
ma on May 11. The biennial 
event organized by the Haiti 
Cultural Exchange will be 
showing over 25 films over 
the course of four days, and 
for the first time will even 
recognize some notable Hai-
tian entertainers and see a 
change of setting, said an 
organizer for the festival.

“We’ve done the festival at 
various venues but this year 
we are opening the Haiti 
Film Festival in a theatre 
for the first time and we’ll 
be honoring three Haitian 
filmmakers and actors,” said 
Regine M. Roumain, execu-
tive director of Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange.

The four-day festival com-
mences with the honoring 
of actor Jimmy Jean-Louis 
and directors Rachelle Sal-
nave and Arnold Antonin. 
Afterwards the honorees are 
going to participate on a 
panel about the portrayals of 
Haitians on the big screen, 
and end with two films and 
a montage highlighting the 

work of the entertainers, 
said Roumain. 

Screening will continue 
at two other venues, and are 
split into two events, one 
day for short films and two 
more days for feature length 
films. The varying genres of 
films — some which will be 
making their debut to the 
city — will both be enter-
taining and a learning expe-
rience for viewers, said Rou-
main.

“We have documentaries 
on historical figures, the 
deforestation in Haiti and 
lot of these films provide a 
lot of educational informa-
tion on social issues affect-
ing Haitians so there’s defi-
nitely a lot to learn,” she 
said.

“The films runs the gamut 
in terms of genre and we 
also have first time film-
makers and quite a few New 
York premieres.”

All of the films are spo-
ken in Haitian Creole and 
French, but English sub-
titles will be displayed for 
every film. Being held in 
Brooklyn, Roumain said 
they made the event accessi-
ble because they wanted all 

potential attendees to come 
out and experience Haitian 
film and provide a platform 
for the filmmakers. 

“We really want as many 
people in the community to 
have access to these stories 
and narratives and that’s 
why we keep these costs for 
free,” said Roumain. “When 
we chose these films we 
wanted to ensure a range of 
emerging artists and have a 
mix of films of films about 
Haiti and diaspora”

Roumain expects the new 
addition to the festival and 
special guests will encour-
age fruitful discussions 
about Haitian culture at 
large, and promote positive 
interactions.

“We have a quite a lot 
of filmmakers and produc-
ers attending this year and 
that is more than last year, 
so this is a great opportu-
nity to meet with them and 
hear their thoughts at the 
panel we have happening,” 
she said. “I’m excited about 
the synergy and interacting 
within community and I’m 
excited to hear what par-
ticipants say and what their 
reactions will be.”

Fourth Haiti film fest returns

Saturday evening will spotlight the documentary fi lms of 
Arnold Antonin who will be present.  (He received the Paul 
Robeson African Diaspora best fi lm award at FESPACO in 
Ouagadougou in 2007, 2009, and 2011). Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Nelson A. King 
After years in the calypso wil-

derness without winning any major 
title, Kenroy “Jakie” Jack finally real-
ized his dream Sunday morning in 
dethroning Michelle “Hibiscus” Hill-
ocks by capturing the Vincy New 
Song Competition title at the Gallis 
Lounge in East Flatbush, Brooklyn.

“This has been a long time com-
ing,” exclaimed Jakie, after Master of 
Ceremonies Ulric “Soca” Jones, Jr., 
a popular Vincentian entertainment 
promoter in Brooklyn, declared him 
the winner at 3:45 am. The crowd 

approved boisterously. 
Singing “This Carnival” before an 

ebullient crowd, and paying tribute 
to 40 years of Vincy Mas in July, Jakie 
also brushed aside challenges from 
veterans, such as John Dougan, Phil 
Patch and Striker, to grab the Soca 
Devil Trophy, which is awarded to 
the winner of the New Song Com-
petition. The late Cyril “Soca Devil” 
Trophy, who succumbed to throat 
cancer in the 1990s, was one of the 
early winners of Vincentian calypso/
soca competition in New York.

Jakie told Caribbean Life in a brief 

post-show interview that “this one 
[song] was special,” stating that it 
conveyed several elements of carni-
val, such as music and mas.

“It’s carnival time / can the peo-
ple jam / can the people jamming,” 
Jakie sang partially in the chorus 
on his way to capturing the crown, 
attributing his success to invalu-
able help from, among others, musi-
cal arranger Adrian Bailey; Winston 
Soso, renowned as the “Rolls Royce 
of Calypso,” who wrote “This Carni-
val,” and Edson “Lively” McDonald, 

Captures Vincy New Song Competition title
 Jakie sings “This Carnival.” Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 34

By Tangerine Clarke
Award-winning vocalist Cora William-

son has planned a Cora Williamson Music 
Ministries Gospel Concert in collaboration 
with Voices of Praise (VOP) to celebrate 
her 40 years in the ministry. 

The concert will be held on Saturday, 
June 10, at God’s Battalion of Prayer, 661 
Linden Blvd. corner of Schenectady Ave. 
in Brooklyn. 

According to Williamson she is organis-
ing the concert because of her passion for 
parents with gifted children. Featured per-
formers will include  Williamson and her 
children, Princess Kiara, and Prince Roy, 
Minister Wayne and daughter, Leandra 
Johnson, father and daughter, Simon and 
Dominique, and Rev. Dr. Heather Fran-

By Alexandra Simon
Music for the motivation.
Connecticut-based Jamaican artist Papa 

Biggy is spreading hope in his new song 
“Walk with God.” The popular calypso and 
soca-fused gospel song focuses on the fail-
ures of friendships and other relationships, 
and encourages finding faith in between it 
all, said the singer.

“It’s an inspirational song about some-
thing that I have experienced myself in 
regards to disappointment by the peo-

Gospel singer
 to celebrate 
40-yr career

Papa Biggy 
spreads love 

Papa Biggy’s new song “Walk with 
God” is an inspirational calypso and 
soca-fused gospel song. Courtney 

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34
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Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

Rockabye
Clean Bandit Feat. Sean Paul

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Cold
Maroon 5 x Future

Paris
The Chainsmokers

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Guardians Of The Galaxy
Soundrack

8
Incubus

Digital druglord
blackbear

Moana
Soundtrack

Love And War
Brad Paisley

Divide
Ed Sheeran

More Life
Drake

On My Side
Kim Walker-Smith

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Be Myself
Sheryl Crow

TOP 10 
SINGLES

ple you love the most and people 
close to you, and it’s a general 
song saying you can’t just trust 

friends so you have to walk with 
god,” said Papa Biggy. “It’s really 
an inspirational song.”

Making a return to the music 
scene Papa Biggy started his music 
career in 1982 after winning a 
national deejay contest, which 
would also lead to his scholarship 
to attend the Jamaican School of 
Music. Having worked as a pro-
ducer with artists such as Sizzla, 
Luciano, and Byron Lee and the 
Dragonaires, he is not a rookie 
to the industry and wanted to try 
something new in his sound this 
time around, said Biggy.

The upbeat rhythm for “Walk 
with God” instantly drew him when 
he heard it and became the incen-
tive for the song, said Biggy. Hop-
ing to also reach more listeners he 
chose to go with a fusion beat com-
bining reggae, calypso, and soca.

“It had a different sound and 
I’ve been doing this for years but 
this time I wanted to do some-
thing different and new, and 
the words just exploded off of 
my tongue with it,“ he said. “I 
also wanted to do something that 
would appeal to a wider crowd and 

not just reggae audience.”
The song has religious context 

but all kinds of audiences can 
enjoy the message summarized 
in the song, said Biggy. Likening 
his song to Mr. Vegas’ 2012 hit 
song “I am Blessed,” he says his 
track has a similar mass appeal 
to listeners.

“It has the same type of vibe 
and the song has a general mes-
sage — it can be played in the 
dance hall or anywhere,” said 
Biggy. “This song is something 
that is motivating and uplifting 
and you’ll feel empowered.”

Papa Biggy says that as a 
Christian-raised artist and lover of 
music, he is not a religious fanatic 
and only wants to share the guid-
ance of teachings that helped him 
to inspire other people. But most 
importantly he wants to entertain 
people in the purest way that he 
can, he said.

“I strongly believe in God but 
I don’t make religion determine 
the way I look at others because I 
look at it as a concept of love and 
as long as you believe in love that’s 
fine by me,” he said. “I’m a cul-
tural dancehall and reggae singer 
and a conscious artist. My songs 
are inspirational and have social 
messages that come across to the 
diaspora and different people on 
different levels.”

a former New York Vincy New 
Song Monarch. 

The trio, as well as Jakie’s 
“First Lady,” Joy Jack, then 
converged on stage with Jakie, 
flanked by hordes of support-
ers, celebrating his triumph.   

The Philadelphia-based 
Hibiscus — who had debut-
ed last year in the 11-year-
old competition, organized by 
the Brooklyn-based Level Vibes 
Promotions, headed by Ainsley 
Primus – fizzled with “Hard 
Wood,” without even attaining 
a spot among the top three 
contenders. Her animated per-
formance last year earned her 
that year’s crown. 

Dougan — perennial con-
tender in the National Calyp-
so Competition in Vincy Mas, 
who sang “Long Time” – was 
adjudged first runner-up, tell-
ing patrons that “ah long time 
ah want to wine on ah boun-
sie,” demonstrating his yearning 
with a young lady at song’s end.

Striker was second runner-
up with “Labba Labba,” a refer-
ence to gossip and ill-will, sing-
ing in part: “Life is too short / 
just leave me alone /  just live 
your life / and shut your mouth 
/ some people does want to 
mess up yo’ life / so leave your 

business alone.”
The other contenders were 

Phil Patch with “Carnival in 
July,” Hilford Hurst, adorned 
as a “Roman soldier,” singing 
“Put on the armor/wearing 
armor,” and Man Kemmie, a 
former Junior Calypso King in 
the National Calypso Competi-
tion in Vincy Mas, with “Sit 
down pon it.”

The show — which kicked 
off at 12:15 am Sunday, coin-
ciding with the official launch 
of Vincy Mas 2017 at home 
— also featured Road March 
titles from yesteryears — 1977 
to 2003 — highlighting hits 
primarily from, among oth-
ers, Becket (“Teaser,” “Cocoa,” 
“Tone,” “Ah Want Soca” and 
“10 years”); Poser (“Up in Dey,” 
“In ah me Moma” and “Hairy 
Bank”); and Touch (“Jam Dem,” 
“Puss Man,” “Move yo Front,” 
“Murdoo” and “Butt.”)

“For Vincy Mas, it’s a great 
achievement,” said Primus in 
his opening remarks. “We’re 
proud to bring Vincy Mas for 
11 years.”

“Tonight, we have seven 
calypsonians,” new New York 
Consul General Howie Prince, 
a calypsonian in his own right, 
told patrons, and a former 
member of the National Carni-
val Association. “Tonight also 

marks the official launch of 
Vincy Mas.”

Additionally, DJ Supa Eyes, 
an executive member of Level 
Vibes Promotions, played, and 
some artistes sang hits from 
calypsonians / soca artistes, 
who have gone to the great 
beyond. These included Soca 
Devil, Tommy T, Annice Carew, 
Don Simon, Otis Teshiera and 
Walter Porter.

Capping off the show, 
described by patrons as “one 
of the best in years,” were per-
formances from Vincy Calypso / 

Soca “All Stars,” some of whom 
had not taken to the stage in 
years. They comprised Ziggy 
(“Sweet Sappadilla,” “Vincy 
Sweet” and “Ouch”); and Ron 
Pompey (“Keep Loving Me,” 
“Rock De Party,” “Shake,” “Miss 
Tin Tin” and “Banana Police”).

Other “All Stars” perform-
ers were Cauldric Forbes 
(“Carnival Party” and “Jam De 
Soca”; and Winston Soso, who 
brought the house down with 
“Woman in De Pan Yard,” “Big 
Bottom” and his signature “I 
Don’t Mind.”

VINCY MAS LAUNCH
Continued from page 33 

Upbeat
Continued from page 33 

cis, son, Matthew and daughter, 
Gabriyal.

Other artists scheduled to 
perform are Minister Travis 
Finlay, Minister Calvin Parris 
(saxophonist), Voice of Redemp-
tion, and Harvest Time & Praise 
Dancers.

On Saturday, April 29 she 
wowed an audience with her 
infectious Soca-style gospel 
music, during a high-spirit-
ed concert hosted by Minis-
ter Wayne Johnson, at God’s 
Battalion Church of Prayer in 
Brooklyn.

The popular gospel singer 
had humble beginnings, and 
relied on the God-given talent 

she discovered at a very young 
age. However, the powerhouse 
performer, like many others, 
had her share of trials to get 
to the top, but with determina-
tion and faith, she prevailed in 
her quest for excellence, that 
spanned 40 years.

After her mother migrated to 
the United Stated in 1976, Wil-
liamson, who was born in the 
mining town of Linden, moved 
to the rural area of New Amster-
dam, Berbice, and later discov-
ered her melodious voice while 
attending Rev. Walter Pinker-
ton’s Wesleyan Church tutolage 
at the tender age of 11. 

The talented singer joined 
her mother in the United States, 
in 1978, and after graduating 
high school, earned a Degree in 
Computer Programming. How-
ever, despite her deep desire to 
travel the path of gospel music, 
Williams first needed to work 
to achieve this goal. This led 
her to the NYC Department of 
Correction, where she served 
as a deputy assistant warden at 
Rikers Island for 20 years, retir-
ing at the age of 44, in 2007, to 
pursue her gospel career. 

Gospel 

Continued from page 33 

Hibiscus loves “Hard Wood.” Photo by Nelson A. King

Gospel singer Cora Wil-
liamson. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Kam Williams
“Black Site Delta” is a micro-

budget production most reminiscent 
of “The Dirty Dozen” (1967). Like 
that classic action flick, the action-
oriented tale of redemption revolves 
around the patriotic exploits of a rag-
tag team of convicts.

However, given the film’s finan-
cial constraints, it features a team of 
six instead of 12 protagonists. They 
are led by Jake (Cam Gigandet), a 
vet suffering from PTSD who, at 
the point of departure, lands in a 
military prison following a bar fight. 
He soon discovers that the place 
doubles as a black site kept off the 
radar of the general public. 

His fellow inmates are other 
disgraced soldiers, such as Simms 
(Benjamin Charles Watson), a 

former drone pilot incarcerated for 
refusing to drop a bomb on a ter-
rorist at a child’s birthday party 
full of kids. Truth be told, the facil-
ity has been hijacked to secretly 
serve as the command center for a 
treasonous operation employing a 
weapon of mass destruction.

Apparently, one Colonel Irv-
ing (Michael Dale) has gone rogue 
and is now doing the bidding of 
an Afghan warlord named Khan 
(Arash Mokhtar). Once that fact 
comes to light, Jake recruits 
Simms, his love interest Vasquez 
(Teri Reeves), and a few other cell-
mates with the hope that their 
heroics might lead to full pardons. 
What ensues is a spectacular splat-
terfest worthy of John Woo or Sam 
Peckinpah.

Thus unfolds “Black Site Delta,” a 
gratuitous snuff flick laced with lots 
of gory kill shots. The movie marks 
the directorial debut of Jesse Gus-
tafson who does a decent enough 
job to satiate the bloodlust of fans of 
the high body-count genre. 

A “Dirty Half-Dozen,” tai-
lor-made for folks who appreci-
ate scene after scene of incessant 
slaughter.

“Black Site Delta”
Good (2 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 86 min-
utes
Distributor: 
XLrator Media

Military misfits take shot at redemption

Cam Gigandet and Teri Reeves star in “Black Site Delta.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Absolutely Anything 
(Unrated) Sci-fi comedy 
about some advanced 
aliens from another plan-
et who test the human 
species’ morality by tem-
porarily blessing a Special Ed teacher 
(Simon Pegg) with superpowers. With 
Kate Beckinsale, Sanjeev Bhaskar, Rob 
Riggle and Eddie Izzard. (In English 
and French with subtitles)

Generation Iron 2 (Unrated) Body-
building sequel featuring the perfect phy-
siques of five of the top figures in the 
field: Kai Greene, Rich Piana, Calujm Von 
Moger, Iris Kyle and Mamdouh Elssbiay.

Meri Pyaari Bindu (Unrated) Roman-
tic comedy about a best-selling author 
with writer’s block (Ayushmann Khur-
rana) who returns to his roots to work 
on a love story about the free-spirited 
woman (Parineeti Chopra) he just can’t 
get out of his head. Supporting cast 
includes Aparajita Adhya, Abish Mathew 
and Malvika Sitlani. (In Hindi with 
subtitles)

Paris Can Wait (PG for smoking, 
mature themes and mild epithets) 
Eleanor Coppola (wife of Francis Ford) 
makes her directorial debut with this 
romantic comedy about a misera-
bly-married housewife (Diane Lane) 
who gets a new lease on life when 
she embarks on a carefree jaunt from 
Cannes to Paris with her preoccupied 
husband’s (Alec Baldwin) business part-
ner (Arnaud Viand). With Cedric Mon-
net, Elise Tielrooy, Elodie Navarre and 

Pierre Cuq.
Stefan Zweig: Farewell to Europe 

(Unrated) Reverential biopic about Ste-
fan Zweig (Josef Hader), chronicling the 
celebrated Jewish author’s years in exile 
following his fleeing his native Austria 
for South America in 1936. Featuring 
Tomas Lemarquis, Barbara Sukowa and 
Charly Hubner. (In English, French, 
Portuguese, Spanish and German with 
subtitles)

The Wall (R for violence and per-
vasive profanity) Iraq War sniper saga 
revolving around a couple of American 
soldiers (John Cena and Aaron Taylor-
Johnson) who find themselves pinned 
down in the desert with only an unsta-
ble wall standing between them and a 
sharpshooter (Laith Nakli).

The Wedding Plan (PG for mature 
themes) Romantic comedy about a 
jilted, Jewish bride-to-be (Noa Koler) 
who instead of cancelling the wedding, 
enlists the assistance of matchmakers 
in her desperate attempt to find another 
mate in a month. With Dafi Alferon, 
Oded Leopold, Udi Persi and Ronny 
Merhavi. (In Hebrew with subtitles)

Whisky Galore (Unrated) Remake 
of the 1949 farce of the same name 
about some Scottish pals’ plunder of 
booze from a ship that ran agound 

in the Outer Hebrides. Ensemble cast 
includes Eddie Izzard, Naomi Battrick, 
Ellie Kendrick, James Cosmo and Sean 
Biggerstaff.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Dead Awake (Unrated) Suspense 

thriller about a social worker (Joce-
lin Donahue) who lands in a world of 
supernatural terror while investigat-
ing a series of mysterious deaths where 
each victim suffered from a condition 
called sleep paralysis. Ensemble cast 
includes Jesse Bradford, Brea Grant, 
James Eckhouse and Lori Petty.

King Arthur: Legend of the Sword 
(PG-13 for violence, action, suggestive 
content and brief profanity) Charlie 
Hunnam plays the title character in this 
reimagining of the medieval tale which 
finds the the mythical monarch in a 
quest to reclaim the crown after being 
robbed of his birthright by a power-
hungry uncle (Jude Law). With Djimon 

Hounsou, Eric Bana, Astrid Berges-
Frisbey and Aidan Gillen.

Lowriders (PG-13 for sensuality, pro-
fanity, violence, mature themes and 
brief drug use) Dysfunctional fami-
ly drama, set in East L.A., revolving 
around a teenage street artist (Gabriel 
Chavarria) torn between his need for 
self-expression and his father (Demi-
an Bichir) and ex-con brother’s (Theo 
Rossi) obsession with cruising around 
in a custom car that bounces. Featur-
ing Eva Longoria, Melissa Benoist and 
Cress Williams.

Snatched (R for sexuality, brief nudi-
ty, pervasive profanity and crude humor) 
Action comedy about an uptight, heli-
copter mom (Goldie Hawn) who joins 
her recently-dumped daughter (Amy 
Schumer) for a getaway to a supposed 
paradise, only to have their exotic vaca-
tion turn into a neverending night-
mare. Cast includes Wanda Sykes, Joan 
Cusack and Christopher Meloni.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

Alec Baldwin, Anne Lockwood and Arnaud Viard in a scene from “ Paris 
Can Wait.” www.rottentomatoes.com
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO 
WIN METS TICKETS!

Look inside this Sunday’s 
May 14 issue of the 

Daily News to see 
how you could win! 
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By Azad Ali
West Indies leveled the three-match 

Test series with a decisive win over 
Pakistan in the second match at Ken-
sington Oval in Barbados last week. 
The final will be decided in Dominica 
this week

Pakistan won the first match in 

Jamaica recently.
West Indies fast bowler Shannon 

Gabriel wrecked the Pakistan second 
innings taking 5 for 11 and match 
haul of 9 for 92.

He was named Man-of-the- Match.
Gabriel bowled  Pakistan to an 

emphatic victory after West Indies set 

the visitors 108 for victory on the final 
day. Pakistan crashed to 81 all out, 
about half an hour before play ended. 

It was Pakistan’s fourth loss in 
seven games at the historic venue and 
maintains their unenviable record of 
having never won a Test at the Ken-

Gabriel wrecks Pakistan second innings

West Indies’ Shannon Gabriel, left, is greeted by teammate Ashley Nurse after dismissing England’s Joe 
Root during a one day international cricket match at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in North Sound, An-
tigua, Friday, March 3, 2017. Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan, File

Continued on Page 38

By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago Women cricket-

ers have retained their Regional Super50 
title when they defeated Barbados by 21 
runs in the final at Arnos Vale Stadium 
in St. Vincent on Sunday, April 30.

All-rounder Felicia Walters starred 
with both bat and ball, hitting 53 of 140 
balls, including three fours, to guide the 
T&T team to 146 all out in 46 overs.

Walters’ opening partner Reniece 
Boyce contributed with 29 at the top 
order, while Rachael Vincent hit 23 off 
23 balls to post a competitive total. 

Keila Elliot was the best bowler for 
Barbados, taking four wickets for 47.

In their turn at the crease Barbados 
was bowled out for 143 in 45.5 overs.

Trinidad and Tobago bowler Felicia 
Walters, who took three wickets for 25 

By Azad Ali
West Indies middle-order batsman 

Marlon Samuels has donated Jam$1.5 
million (US$11,700) to the Jamaica 
Society for the Blind.

The announcement was made at a 
press conference recently in Kingston 
where it was also revealed that Samu-
els, through his foundation, would also 
disburse a further J$350,000 to Garfield 
Mitchell, 23, a visually impaired student 
of the Church Teachers College.

The veteran all-rounder said he start-
ed this foundation because “I am  always 

T&T wins Regional 
Super50 title

Cricketer aids 
the blind

West Indies’ Marlon Samuels. 
 Associated Press / Andres Leighton

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 37
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somebody that gives back wherever I 
can.”

“The first year I spent a million 
and I asked Digicel to help and they 
did, the second year I spent another 
million and asked Lime (FLOW) and 
they helped me a lot and the third 
year, I did the party and asked eve-
rybody to donate to the foundation,” 
he added.

Samuels, who played 71 Tests, 187 
One-Day International and 55 Twen-
ty20s for the West Indies, said he 
embarked on the sponsorship with 
the Jamaica Society for the Blind 
following an incident four years ago 
in Australia when he was struck by a 
delivery van in the face and sustained 
a fractured eye socket.

He remained partially blind for 
two weeks before undergoing surgery 
and afterwards pledged support for 
the blind in Jamaica once recovered.

WICB President Dave Cameron, 
former Prime Minister Portia Simp-
son-Miller and  Sports Minister Oliv-
ia Grande attended the newsconfer-
ence.

Samuels

sington Oval.
The total equaled Pakistan’s lowest 

posed by India 20 years ago at the same 
venue and was also Pakistan’s sec-
ond lowest-ever against West Indies, 
surpassing their record low of 77 in 
Lahore, 31 years ago.

Meanwhile, West Indies hope for 
automatic qualification in the race 
for the 2019  World Cup in England 
took a setback when they dropped 
another point in the latest Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) rankings 
released recently.

The regional side, currently lying 
outside of the automatic places at 
ninth rankings, lost the final One-Day 
International to Pakistan to suffer a 
2-1 defeat last month.

As a result, West Indies dropped to 
83 points while Pakistan gained one 
point while remaining in eight place in 
the rankings.

Hosts England and the other seven 
teams as of September 30, 2016 will 
qualify automatically for the quadren-
nial tournament, with the remain-
ing three teams heading to qualify to 
determine the last two spots.

Windies looked on course to 
enhance their rankings when they 
staged a record run chase to beat Paki-
stan by four wickets in the opening 
ODI recently at the Guyana National 
Stadium.

However, they plunged to a 74-run 
defeat in the second game before also 
suffering a six-wicket defeat in the 
three-match series.

WINDIES
Continued from page 37 
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Bright future: Nazareth senior hoops star Alexis Sykes signed her name on the dotted line on May 4, making her 
commitment to South Alabama offi cial.  Sykes Family

By Laura Amato
From the very beginning, it just felt 

right.
Nazareth senior Alexis Sykes stepped 

onto campus at South Alabama last 
week and knew she’d found the place 
for her. The Lady Kingsmen basketball 
standout made it official May 4, com-
mitting to the program and cementing 
her on-court future for the next four 
years.

She hasn’t stopped smiling since.
“I just feel like this is the best school 

I could have possibly chosen,” Sykes 
said. “The coaching staff is really great 
and it’s far from New York, which I 
think I need. It’s going to slow me 
down, make me more humble and I’m 
so excited to go.”

Sykes said she’s proud of her college 
choice — and proud of herself for get-
ting to this point.

The road hasn’t been easy — her 
father passed away when she was a 
freshman — but she’s found an outlet 
through basketball and her dedication 

to the game hasn’t faltered.
“Basketball saved me. There’s been 

days I’ve just stayed in the gym from 
nine in the morning until 12 at night,” 
Sykes said. “It kept me off the streets, 
away from things most people would be 
doing at my age, but for me basketball is 
my guardian angel. It really helped me 
get through a lot. Without basketball, 
this wouldn’t happen.”

Sykes credits Nazareth and her 
coaches there with keeping her on the 
right path, and she’s confident she’ll 
have a similar support system at South 
Alabama next season.

She met the entire team during her 
official visit and, as the only player from 
New York, said she is more than willing 
to show them her hometown.

“I’m the only one from New York, the 
only one from up North really, so it’ll 
be a big adjustment,” she said. “I told 
everybody else on my team, they can 
come to New York. Any time they want 
to come to New York, they’re more than 
welcome to stay at my house.”

The key for Sykes was finding a 
program where she knew she could 
make an impact, and she already knows 
exactly what her role at South Alabama 
will be: scoring.

The squad lacked a big-time offensive 
weapon last season and Sykes is anx-
ious to fill that role. It also helps that 
Jaguars coach Terry Fowler has already 
expressed confidence in Sykes and her 
jump shot.

“When a coach has confidence in me 
as a freshman, that means a lot to me,” 
Sykes said. “It says that I can be great at 
this game, but it’s up to me if I want to 
be great. So as long as he gives me the 
blueprint to be successful, I’m going to 
follow that.”

As far as Sykes is concerned, the sky 
is the limit. She knows how hard she 
worked to get here and she’s ready to 
spend the next four years proving it was 
all worth it.

“It’s the best feeling in the world right 
now,” she said. “I’m going to college for 
free. That’s a dream come true.”

‘Bama bound: Nazareth hoops star 
commits to South Alabama
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

By Nelson A. King
Reports in New York on Mon-

day said that Jamaican Usain 
Bolt, the world’s fastest man, is 
slowing down — that he is “no 
longer chasing women.” 

According to the New York 
Daily News, the fastest man 
on earth said his wild days 
are behind him, making this 
“proclamation at a party cel-
ebrating the Kentucky Derby 
over the weekend.” 

“(When) you’re famous, all 
the girls are throwing them-
selves at you,” the 30-year-old 
Jamaican runner said at a Park 
Ave., New York viewing party, 
where he served as the “chief 
entertainment officer” for G.H. 
Mumm Champagne. “I got it 
out of my system already.”

Bolt said girlfriend Kasi 
Bennett keeps him grounded, 
according to the Daily News, 
adding that the world-record-
holding sprinter, “who is fre-
quently seen partying with 
sexy women, says he doesn’t 
even feel pressure to stray.” 

While Bolt stated his case, 

the Daily News said super-
models Nina Agdal and Chanel 
Iman were roaming about the 
party. 

“Now it’s not as stressful to 
go out and see girls, and think 
‘Oh, my God!’” Bolt claimed. 
“I’m much more relaxed.” 

Bolt said Bennett, his girl-
friend of nearly four years, 
isn’t worried about the endless 
reports — and photos — “that 
frequently pop up of him dirty 
dancing with partygoers all 
around the world,” according 
to the Daily News. 

Now it’s not as 
stressful to go out 
and see girls, and 

think ‘Oh, my God!

The paper said Bolt’s party-
ing during the 2016 Olympics 
in Rio was outpaced only by his 
accomplishments on the track. 

“He dominated the competi-
tion to preserve a 100 percent 
win record in Olympic finals 
dating to 2008,” the Daily News 

said. 
“When I go out, I just have 

fun,” the paper quoted Bolt as 
saying. “She knows I’m respon-
sible.” 

Bolt told the Daily News 
that, after Saturday’s party, 
when the celebration ended, he 
would hit the treadmill, then 
do abdominal work. He is in 
training to compete at track’s 
World Championships in Lon-
don this summer, the Daily 
News said. 

It said Bolt plans to pursue a 
professional soccer career after 
retiring from racing, and is set 
to train with Borussia Dort-
mund, a German club, in the 
fall. 

But after watching many soc-
cer players marry young only 
to find themselves engulfed in 
scandal, Bolt said he was glad 
he waited to settle into a rela-
tionship and pursue a career in 
the world’s most popular sport, 
the Daily News said, adding that 
Bolt recently told People maga-
zine that fatherhood might be 
among his next steps.

World’s fastest man ‘no 
longer chases women’

Jamaica’s Usain Bolt celebrates winning the gold medal 
in the men’s 4 x 100-meter relay fi nal, during the athletics 
competitions of the 2016 Summer Olympics at the Olympic 
stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Friday, Aug. 19, 2016.  
 Associated Press / Matt Dunham, File
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Honorees 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 4th Annual Caribbean American Healthcare Awards

Please visit https://2017caribbeanhealthcare.eventbrite.com
Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, New York 11223

Between West 11th and West 12th
$ Valet Parking

Congratulations
to

Honorees
of 

Caribbean American
Healthcare Award

It was a great honor to have 
received such a prestigious 
and distinguished award. 
It was a realization of a huge 
life dream to be recognized 
by my peers for my ongoing 
contribution in the fi eld 
of healthcare. This award 
has given me a chance of a 
lifetime to be more proactive 
in the fi eld. For me, it’s 
“The Noble Prize for 
Health”.

I am truly humbled to be a past 
recipient of the Caribbean Life 

Healthcare Award. 
As a healthcare practitioner 

I continuously focus on providing 
high quality patient care. 
To be recognized for my 

resilience, dedication and overall 
commitment to 

reducing healthcare disparities
has been a heartwarming 

experience. Congratulations 
to the 2017 awardees.Merle Warren Sybilla Daniel Douglas

























52    Caribbean Life, May 12–May 18, 2017 BQ

Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ....................... Buy For         

$9,999*

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B Grey,
38K Mi, Stk#2022F  ...................Buy For         

$11,995*

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
16K Mi, Stk#2213F ....................Buy For         

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K mi, Stk#2061F  ...................... Buy For       

$12,999*

2014 HONDA ACCORD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B,
30K Mi Stk#2230F  ....................... Buy For       

$13,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   ..................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ........Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  .......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  .........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ...................Buy For       

$19,999*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black,
53K Mi, Stk#2129F  .......................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  .......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black,
7K Mi, Stk#2152F ............................ Buy For       

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  ........................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F........................ Buy For       

$34,995*

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR352727. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 5/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 5/31/17.


