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By Bert Wilkinson
Apparently nothing is done 

in Trinidad without bacchanal, 
a very local and well celebrated 
concept linked to confusion, 
high levels of anxieties and 
administrative mistakes.

And this is exactly what 
appears to have triggered the 
worst crisis in living memory 
in the island’s judiciary.

A few weeks ago, the Judicial 
and Legal Service Commission 
(JLSC) appointed Chief Magis-
trate Marcia Ayers-Caesar and 
two other attorneys as judges 
of the high court, saying more 
judges were needed not only to 
fill gaps on the senior bench 
but to also address a backlog 
in cases.

But there was a major foul 
up that so irked members of 
the island’s bar association that 
they voted almost two to one 
to demand the resignation of 
Chief Justice Ivor Archie who 
heads the JLSC.

Voting at an unusually well 

attended emergency meeting of 
the Law Association, the body 
said it was embarrassed by a 
comedy of errors of the Archie-
led commission as the body 
had not done its investigative 
work properly and went ahead 
and appointed Ayers Caesar to 
the bench leaving dozens of 
cases unheard or part heard.

To the law association, this 
was a major act of judicial 
idiocy as debate raged as to 
whether most of the matters 
were simply paper committals 
or were plain and simply partly 
heard matters. Lawyers argued 
that it was unfair to prison-
ers and defendants awaiting 
the completion of their trials 
to have them restart all over 
again, incur addiction expenses 
including legal fees and other 
forms of stress.

The snafu and the backlash 
from various sections of society 
over the appointment quickly 
forced Ayers-Caesar to resign 
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Trinidad judiciary in crisis 
over appointments foul up

Caribbean Pride
Wave your fl ag: Parade goers wave their Caribbean fl ags down 37th Avenue at the 
Queens pride parade. See story on Page 22. Photo by Mike Shain

By Nelson A. King
Secretary of the United 

States Department of Home-
land Security, John Kelly, con-
tinues to cast uncertainty on 
the eventual fate of 58,000 
undocumented Haitians who 
has been granted limited Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) 
to remain in the US, according 
to reports.

Last week Monday, Kelly 
granted a six-month TPS 
extension, rather than the cus-
tomary 18-month extension, 
to the Haitians. The exten-
sion, which becomes effective 
on Jul. 23, 2017, rans through 
Jan. 22, 2018.

But Kelly warned that the 

extension should allow Hai-
tian TPS recipients living in 
the US “time to attain travel 
documents and make other 
necessary arrangements for 
their ultimate departure from 
the United States, and should 
also provide the Haitian gov-
ernment with the time it 
needs to prepare for the future 
repatriation of all current TPS 
recipients.” 

However, he said on Thurs-
day that the US Congress 
could ultimately resolve the 
matter by changing the leg-
islation.

“This is squarely on them,” 
Kelly told the Miami Herald. “I 
have a law that I am supposed 

to enforce, and I think the 
members of Congress who are 
interested in this, and there 
are a lot of them, should prob-
ably sit down and talk about 
it and come up with some 
legislation to fix it. I think it’s 
on them.”

Kelly made a brief stop in 
Miami after a trip to Haiti 
on Wednesday, where he spent 
more than an hour discuss-
ing TPS and other Trump 
administration concerns with 
new Haitian President Jovenel 
Moïse and senior officials with 
the government and the Unit-
ed Nations Stabilization Mis-
sion in Haiti (MINUSTAH), the 

Kelly continues to cast uncertainty 

Continued on Page 6Continued on Page 6
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By George Alleyne
In its 2017-2018 Budget, the Bar-

bados government has opted for an 
internal solution to its debt crisis that 
is expect to cause widespread price 
increases, and effectively a devalua-
tion of the dollar. 

Faced with continuously falling 
international credit ratings that 
make borrowing from abroad more 
expensive, and local agencies that 
are either at their lending limit, or 
are unwilling to extend more credit 
to government, the administration 
last week passed a budget with $542 
(Bar$1 = 50 cents US) in revenue-
enhancing measures beginning July 
01.

But among those procedures is 
a two per cent across the board tax 
on all foreign exchange transactions 
conducted by anyone on the island. 
This means that the levy will be 
placed on all activities involving buy-
ing United States or any other foreign 
currency from dealers, wire transfers, 
and credit card purchases.

Economists, business persons and 
non-government politicians have 
all denounced the foreign exchange 
transaction ‘commission’ as effec-
tively a devaluation of the Barbados 
dollar. 

Former prime minister and leading 
Caribbean economist, Owen Arthur, 
who is now an independent member 
of parliament, joined with Opposition 
Barbados Labour Party members in 
criticizing introduction of the tax

He said that the levy “is effec-
tively changing the price at which 
Barbados uses domestic currency to 
pay for foreign currency and making 
it necessary for Barbadians to use 
more domestic currency for foreign 
exchange. So that is a devaluation.”

Another of the measures aimed at 

Barbados 
faces a tax 

burden

By Nelson A. King
The Caribbean Hotel and Tourism 

Association (CHTA) has named respect-
ed Caribbean hotelier Simón Suárez 
as the 2017 Caribbean Hotelier of the 
Year. 

Suárez, Vice president of Institu-
tional Relations and Projects of Grupo 
Puntacana in the Dominican Repub-
lic, received the coveted honor at the 
opening of the third annual Caribbean 
Hospitality Industry Exchange Forum 
(CHIEF), hosted by CHTA, in Miami on 
Friday night. 

Accepting the region’s premier hos-
pitality award, Suárez, a former CHTA 
president, recognized his colleagues, 
friends and family, while reminding 
delegates in attendance to “embrace 
unity, diversity and ingenuity” in the 
Caribbean. 

“Simón Suárez is a pioneer in Carib-
bean hospitality. He has played and con-
tinues to play a major role in the devel-
opment and growth of Caribbean tour-
ism, and we are indebted to him for all 
that he has done for his native Domini-
can Republic and the Caribbean,” said 
Frank Comito, CHTA’s director general 
and chief executive officer. 

CHTA said Suárez began his profes-
sional career in the Dominican Repub-
lic tourism industry at the Central 
Bank of the Dominican Republic in 
1974. 

Since these early beginnings, he has 
served as the president of Occiden-
tal Hotels’ local operating company, 
Occidental Hoteles Dominicana, S. A.; 
executive vice president of Coral Hotels 
& Resorts; president of the Dominican 
Republic’s Tourism Promotion Council; 

chief development representative - Cen-
tral America and Caribbean for Hilton 
Hotels Corporation; and president of 
the Dominican Republic’s Hotel and 
Tourism Association (ASONAHORES). 

Also in winners’ row on Friday was 
Obrian Forde of Jus’ Sail in St. Lucia, 
who was named Caribbean Employee of 
the Year; while Marcia Rhoden-Morris, 
of The Jamaica Pegasus, was recognized 
as Caribbean Supervisor of the Year. 

CHTA said Lisa Hamilton, of the 
United States Virgin Islands Hotel and 
Tourism Association, captured the Car-
ibbean Association Executive of the Year 
Award; while Edward “Eddie” Weitz was 
named Allied Member of the Year.

The association also presented 
awards in the areas of operations, sales 
and marketing, social responsibility and 
environmental sustainability.

Simon Suarez named Caribbean Hotelier of the Year

By Alexandra Simon
She put him in line. 
The president of J’ouvert Interna-

tional admonished a politician in favor 
of suspending the early morning Labor 
Day parade at a town hall on June 1, 
criticizing him for not including her 
in discussions on public safety at this 
year’s event. 

“We put programs in place to try to 
work on safety and defusing violence 
and we have been talking to mas bands 
— but I haven’t heard from you,” Yvette 
Rennie said to state Assemblyman Wal-
ter Mosley (D—Fort Greene). “Maybe 
you’re meeting with other people, but 
the mas and steel pan groups are not 
part of that conversation. Call us to 
table, don’t work around us.”

Mosley, along with Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) and 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights), organized the public meeting 
in Prospect Heights to discuss safety 
measures for J’ouvert, which precedes 
the annual West Indian Day Parade. 
Last year,  two people were fatally shot  
despite a beefed up police presence and 
security that included an official permit 
and 250 floodlights — which, said the 
mother of a woman killed at the parade, 
were still not enough. 

“It’s not just doubling or tripling. 
Sometimes it’s how the police do their 
job, because where my daughter was 
killed there were no police around,” 
Vertina Brown said. “We need better 
lighting, because there was no lighting 
where my daughter was killed.”

The organization behind J’ouvert is 
working to implement even more safety 
measures this year that include entry 
checkpoints similar to those around 
Times Square on New Year’s Eve, bag 
checks, and more floodlights. But the 

violence that occurs during the festiv-
ity is part of a borough-wide crime 
problem, Rennie said, not restricted to 
the parade. 

“J’ouvert has been a festive event for 
the past 35 years, but Brooklyn itself 
has become a challenge for crime and 
somehow we seem to fall into that situ-
ation,” she said. “I have been concerned 
with J’ouvert being stigmatized and I 
look at it as a total disrespect for my 

culture.”
Mosley and other politicians, includ-

ing district leader Geoffrey Davis, pro-
posed youth engagement as a way to 
curb violence, suggesting cultural 
events be held a week ahead of the 
parade to educate the community. 

“I suggest we have a concert and let 
the artists who know about J’ouvert edu-
cate the community through music,” 
Davis said. “Let artists lead the way.”

Town brawl

Giving pols: Prior to the town hall, the pols presented a check to the school’s 
principal. Community News Group / Alexandra Simon 

J’ouvert organizer criticizes pol at public safety meeting

Prime Minister Freundel  
 Stuart. Photo by George Alleyne

Continued on Page 18
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Caribbean
The Caribbean Community (CARI-

COM) says that no amount of pressure 
will lead the regional grouping to turn 
its back on troubled Venezuela, even as 
least four member states break ranks 
on the issue.

The matter came up for discussion 
during the regional foreign ministers 
20th meeting of the CARICOM Council 
for Foreign and Community Relations 
(COFCOR) which took place in Barba-
dos recently.

Outgoing COFOR 
chairman Sir Louis 
Straker speaking to 
reporters after the 
two-day meeting 
played down disagreement raised by St. 
Lucia, Guyana, Jamaica and The Baha-
mas, saying CARICOM would not aban-
don Venezuela in its time of need.

Sir Louis who is St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines deputy prime minister and 
foreign affairs minister and regional 
integration said there might be one or 
two countries that may not go along 
with the grouping, but overwhelmingly, 
CARICOM is in support of Venezuela.

He noted that the Bolivarian Repub-
lic “has been pro-CARICOM and has 
done more for CARICOM than some of 
the big powers and they should stand by 
Venezuela”.

Sir Louis claimed that some within 
the Organization of American States 
(OAS) were pushing for the Nicholas 
Maduro government to step down, CAR-
ICOM must take a strong stance on the 
matter.

He told reporters there was nothing 
happening in Venezuela that requires a 
fact finding mission. 

Recently, the Caribbean Chapter of 
the International Network in Defense 
of Humanity called on CARICOM lead-
ers to send a mission to Caracas for “an 
informed analysis” about the state of 
affairs there.

Barbados
The Organization of Eastern Carib-

bean States (OECS) recently held a 
meeting of the Council of Ministers-
Foreign Affairs (COMFA), in Barbados 
under the chairmanship of Charles 

Fernandez, minister of foreign affairs, 
international trade and immigration of 
Antigua and Barbuda.

The meeting took 
place against the 
backdrop of dramatic 
changes taking place at 
the global, hemispher-
ic and regional levels, and addressed 
several issues covering a wide range of 
matters of critical import to member 
states.

These included the participation of 
the OECS in regional and international 
settings, relation with the United King-
dom and the European Union post Brex-
it, relations with the European Union 
post 2020, the status and future of the 
ACP, CELAC as a platform for engage-
ment and development of institutional 
capacity in international relations and 
diplomacy within member states

Dominica
The Citizenship by Investment (CDI) 

specialist and developer Montreal Man-
agement Consultants Est. (MMCE) is 
funding a school feeding program for 
hundreds of children in Dominica.

MMCE is paying for 
healthy snacks and 
lunches to primary 
school children on 
the island to prevent 
mothers keeping their children away 
from school due to the lack of proper 
school meals.

The program is being facilitated by 
the Melissa Skerrit Foundation, which 
has been set up to improve the lives 
of disadvantaged communities across 
Dominica and a restaurant in Roseau. 
The meals are sent to their school 
teachers to distribute.

There are existing school feeding 

programs on the island, supported by 
the government of Dominica and the 
Japan International Cooperation Agen-
cy where meals are prepared at the 
schools and provided to the kids.

The MMCE program supplies addi-
tional nutrition, including pancakes, 
chocolate milk, fresh local juice, sand-
wiches, hot dogs and launches.

Grenada
The United States Department of 

the Treasury’s Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS)– Criminal Investigation recently 
hosted a financial investigative tech-
niques workshop in Grenada to assist 
police and financial intelligence units 
across the Eastern Caribbean to better 
identify, assess and pursue financial 
investigations.

The training was conducted by the 

Venezuelans continue protest
Demonstrators use shields decorated with religious motifs and the colors of Venezuela’s national fl ag prior 
clashing with government forces on a highway during a march against the government of President Nicolas 
Maduro in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 31, 2017. Associated Press / Ariana Cubillos

Continued on Page 16
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her appointment after only two weeks 
on the bench and to basically leave the 
lower magistrate’s courts in a crisis.

The Trinidad Express Newspaper 
dubbed the issue as “a judicial tragedy 
of errors”, pointing to near mutiny of 
prisoners at the Port of Spain Magis-
trate’s Court when they learned that 
she was leaving the magistracy. Dozens 
of prisoners and several wardens were 
forced to seek medical attention after 
fights broke out with news about her 
departure from the bench and incom-
plete cases.

In all the lawyers body, said, the 
magistrate-judge had left 54 incom-
plete matters and might have misled 
the JLSC by indicating that most were 
simply paper committals for new dates. 
They blamed the JLSC for poor due dili-

gence work.
“We have immediate concerns about 

the fact that a judge was appointed and 
took up office leaving behind outstand-
ing, part-heard matters,” said Associa-
tion President Douglas Mendes.

For their part, the JLSC contended that 
“anyone who is appointed has been through 
one of the most rigorous selection proc-
esses you can find anywhere in the region 
or Commonwealth,” as it stayed clear from 
providing too many details.

Justice Archie has said he has no 
plans to resign anytime soon and other 
members of the body have said that she 
could simply go down back to the lower 
court, complete the matters in about 
six months then take up her appoint-
ment as a judge. Other members have 
not said much.

The main bone of contention among 
the bar is that the body “was reckless 
and or negligent in selecting the chief 
magistrate for appointment as a pusine 
judge without first ensuring that she 
had no part heard matters or had com-
pleted any part heard matters pending 
at the time of her appointment.”

As the weeks go by, former Justice 
Marcia Ayers-Caesar is without a job 
and her future hangs in limbo even as 
the disquiet from the fiasco has failed to 
temper down.

Judicial 
tragedy of 

errors
Continued from page 1 

Herald said.
It said the US Homeland Security 

Secretary urged Moïse to start think-
ing about how to bring Haiti’s TPS 
recipients back to their homeland by 
issuing travel documents or identifi-
cation.

“TPS is not supposed to continue to 
be enforced until Haiti’s like Jamaica, 
or any country, with a very function-
ing democracy, [or] a relatively low 
unemployment rate. That’s not the 
point of it,” he said.

“TPS was granted based on the 
[2010] earthquake,” Kelly added. 
“Things in Haiti were tough for dec-
ades prior to the earthquake, and will 
be tough for decades to come. But the 
reason TPS was granted was because 
of the earthquake.”

In April, the acting director of US 
Citizenship of Immigration Services, 
James McCament, recommended a 
final six-month extension for Haiti 
and then termination on Jan. 22, 
2017. 

But Kelly’s decision doesn’t put an 
absolute end date on the program, 
according to the Herald.

On Thursday, he said the argu-
ment that Haiti should keep receiv-
ing the benefit seven years after the 
cataclysmic earthquake left more 
than 300,000 dead, 1.5 million home-

less and an equal number injured, is 
“questionable.”

“I looked at it real hard and decided 
to extend it for six months, which 
should give — in the event it’s not 
extended next time — opportunities 
for people that are living here in the 
United States to settle their issues 
here; and, by the same token, give the 
government of Haiti enough time to 
start thinking of how to reintegrate,” 
Kelly told the Herald.

Asked whether TPS would be 
extended now that he’s met with 
Moïse and other Haitian government 
officials, Kelly said: “I don’t know. I 
literally don’t know.”

He said one factor that will aid 
his decision-making in the coming 
months will be if the Haitian govern-
ment starts the process of reintegrat-
ing or preparing to reintegrate TPS 
recipients by providing them with 
travel documents, according to the 
Herald. 

Kelly said one challenge that he 
has faced in the top job at Homeland 
Security is that immigration benefits, 
like TPS, seemed to be automatically 
renewed. 

“I go back to this issue of, the 
longer that people stay in the United 
States, the more of an argument they 
have that they have become Ameri-
canized and ‘Why do I have to leave?’” 
he said.

What’s next for Haitians here?
Continued from page 1 
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By Nelson A. King 
In attaining the age of 50, 

a Vincentian native ensured 
that she luxuriated in the 
major milestone by celebrat-
ing recently in grand style with 
relatives, friends, supporters 
and co-workers at an elegant 
catering house in Queens.

Hundreds were invited to, 
and attended, the 50th birth-
day bash for Christellia Nel-
ica David, a former Emmanuel 
High School and Mountain 
View Academy student in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 
at Woodhaven Manor, formerly 
Le Cordon Bleu, on Jamaica 
Avenue, Queens.

The celebration featured 
tributes in speech, song, poem, 
dance and music, among other 
things, as patrons also basked 
in the glory.

David — flanked by her 
mom, Lorna David, a former 
teacher, nurse and police offic-
er in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, daughters Kiana and 
Kiara, and sisters Kimberly 
Zoe Joanna David and Kiswa-

na Lajune David-Paul — was 
serenaded by Tobagonian-born 
Hilton Samuel, with “Let This 
Be Your Prayer.” 

“It’s because of you why all 
of these people are here,” said 
Samuel, a well-sought-after-
singer in the Caribbean com-
munity in Brooklyn, after-
wards. 

David’s daughters then per-
formed a “Special Dance,” cho-
reographed by Kiana, for their 
mom to Josh Groban’s “You 
Raise Me Up.” They also sang 
one of the hits that Kiswana, a 
song writer, penned. 

“I’m honored to have a moth-
er, who’s not going to judge 
me,” said Kiana, who sings in 
her church, Church of God of 
East Flatbush, in Brooklyn. “I 
just want you to know I am the 
person I am because of you. 
You inspire me.”

In the fall, Kiara said she will 
begin studies at Expeditionary 
Learning School for Commu-
nity Leaders on Benson Avenue 
in Brooklyn, and, subsequently, 
aspires to becoming a lawyer. 

Kimberly — an inspector 
with New York City’s Depart-
ment of Transportation, who, in 
her spare time writes poems — 
wrote and read a poem for her 
sister at the extravagant celebra-
tion, attended by some promi-
nent members of the Vincentian 
community in New York.

These included Cultural 
Ambassador Cyril “Scorcher” 
Thomas, a former St. Vincent 
and The Grenadines depu-
ty consul general and calyp-
sonian; Laverne McDowald-
Thompson, president of the 
Brooklyn-based umbrella Vin-
centian Group in the United 
States, Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO); 
and the Rev. Dr. Glyger Beache, 
the retired pastor of St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church in 
Flatbush.

“Nelica, you are perceptive, 
intelligent and wise/always 
helping me through good and 
bad times,” read Kimberly from 
her hand-written poem. “You 
are to me the most wonderful 

sister there could ever be/You 
have shown me how to navigate 
my way through some of life’s 
difficult areas.

“Today is like a second 
bloom,” she added. “You bring 
excitement and joy when you 
enter the room/I thank God for 
bringing you into my life.”

David, who migrated to New 
York when she was 17, was born 

on May 25, 1967 to Lorna David 
and Arnold “Lenny” Fraser.

After enrolling in the nurs-
ing program at the Borough 
of Manhattan Community Col-
lege, David said she soon real-
ized that nursing was not her 
calling. She then took up cos-
metology, graduating from the 
Wilfred Academy Cosmetology 
School in the City. 

Big 50th birthday bash for 
Vincentian native 

Christella Nelica David cuts cake with her daughters Kiana 
(second from left) and Kiara. Photo by Nelson A. King
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By Patricia Scotland
Patricia Scotland is Sec-

retary-General of the Com-
monwealth of Nations

LONDON, Jun 5 2017 (IPS) 
— The United Nations Ocean 
Conference offers an historic 
opportunity to safeguard the 
ocean environment and sup-
port small island and vul-
nerable developing coastal 
states, who depend on the 
seas for national econom-
ic growth and sustainable 
development

This summit is about nav-
igating a course to deliver on 
the Agenda 2030 for Sustain-
able Development, in partic-
ular Goal 14 to “conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources.” 
As we set our eyes on this 
goal, it is worth considering 
what the oceans mean to 
coastal communities.

Forty-five of the Com-
monwealth’s 52 member 
counties are ocean states, 
including most of the 
world’s small island develop-
ing states. For our member 
countries, the sea is a pre-
cious ecosystem, and also 
deeply rooted in tradition-
al culture. It also provides 
jobs and immense potential 
economic opportunity – 
Vanuatu for instance has a 
maritime territory 56 times 
greater than its terrestrial 
footprint.

The whole Common-
wealth family is immensely 
proud of Fiji, which has the 
special privilege of being co-
chair of the Ocean Confer-
ence alongside Sweden. The 
commitment shown by Fiji’s 
Prime Minister, J.V. Baini-
marama, is testament to the 
Pacific region’s leadership 
and advocacy on oceans.

Pacific countries, and in 
particular its small island 
developing states, have in 

recent years agreed power-
ful joint declarations on the 
sustainable use and man-
agement of the ocean. These 
have had a direct impact on 
influencing national policies 
to manage access to their 
waters while setting vital 
conservation limits.

A forthcoming Common-
wealth Secretariat publica-
tion, ‘A Sustainable Future 
for Small States: Pacific 
2050’, takes a closer look at 
some of the region’s inno-
vative approaches on ocean 
governance, as well as a host 
of related issues from health 
to climate change and 
migration. The study follows 
on from a similar report in 
the Caribbean published last 
year which provided a stark 
warning for policy-makers.

Our research concludes 
that while there is much 
opportunity to be gained 
from the oceans, these 
states face a great many 
challenges, including com-
mercial competition for 
marine resources and the 
impact of climate change. 
Rising populations, limited 
national capacity and invest-
ment and inadequate fiscal 
and revenue management 
also bring huge pressures.

Spurred on by leaders 
in the Pacific and Carib-

bean who understand these 
threats better than anyone, 
Commonwealth heads of 
government were early pio-
neers of the ‘blue economy’ 
concept. Applying to ocean 
governance the Common-
wealth’s shared values – the 
commitment to democracy, 
good governance, equity and 
sustainability – this ‘Blue 
Commonwealth’ approach 
aims to help countries 
unlock economic value from 
the ocean while also con-
serving and protecting the 
marine environment.

At the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, we help our 
member states to better 
manage and protect against 
threats such as pollution 
and illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing. We offer 
help so countries can claim 
their maritime territory, and 
advise on managing offshore 
renewables, petroleum and 
deep-sea mining. We help 
our peoples to unlock the 
value of the sea in a sustain-
able manner while ensuring 
the equitable distribution of 
its benefits.

This ‘whole-ocean’ 
approach to economic devel-
opment recognises the link-
ages between terrestrial 
and marine resources. It 
is an integrated ‘regenera-
tive’ model which can best 
respond to sectoral and 
national interests in a way 
that suits day to day life.

The magnitude of the 
threat from climate change 
and rising sea levels, espe-
cially for those whose endow-
ment or stage of develop-
ment renders them less 
resilient, makes it incum-
bent upon us to shift from 
mere adaptation and miti-
gation towards approaches 
capable of transforming cli-

By Paloma Duran
Paloma Duran is director of 

the Sustainable Development 
Goals Fund

UNITED NATIONS, Jun 6 
2017 (IPS) - Just last month 
business representatives from 
around the world joined the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals Fund com-
memorate their work as part 
of the Private Sector Advisory 
Group (PSAG).

For much of the last two 
years, the group has been col-
laborating with the Fund on 
how the business communi-
ty can work towards the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment, UN’s roadmap to 
promote inclusive economic 
growth, social justice and envi-
ronmental protection.

This group of businesses 
committed to sustainability 
has accomplished a number of 
goals since it was formed in 
2015, including establishing a 
set of pioneering public-private 
partnerships in areas such as 
food security, education, and 
employment for women and 
youth.

The group has served as an 
important link between the 
business sector and SDG Fund 
partners to raise awareness 
about the SDGs, participate 
in research on public-private 
partnerships and promote best 
practices. Under our ongoing 
strategy, the group will inten-
sify its work on advancing and 

advocating for greater inclu-
sion linked to the goals and 
helping us widen our private-
sector approach.

Advocacy and 
outreach

The PSAG continues to play 
a vital role in informing the 
SDG Fund on how businesses 
can better work with partners 
at the UN, particularly how 
they can improve people’s liv-
ing standards and make invest-
ments that will create more 
jobs. It’s also become clear that 
companies are slowly embrac-
ing and adopting the Sustain-
able Development Goals in 
their strategies — working on 
projects that align with their 
core business and interest and 
adhere to a larger framework

In fact, the SDG Fund has 
engaged new private sector 
partners to generate a number 
of key initiatives, including the 
Food Africa Project in Niger-
ia, an innovative partnership 
between private enterprise, UN 
and government agencies, and 
renowned chefs that aims to 
alleviate poverty through food 
security.

At the SDG Fund, it is clear 
that companies are eager to 
think more expansively on 
their role in development, and 
business of all sizes are demon-
strating that they can effective-
ly incorporate SDGs as a part of 
their strategic planning.

Renewing pledge to 
SDGs: Private sector 

gets active

OP-EDS

Charting a course to a 
‘Blue’ Commonwealth

At the 
Commonwealth 
Secretariat, we 

help our member 
states to better 

manage and 
protect against 
threats such as 
pollution and 

illegal, unreported 
and unregulated 

fishing. 
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It has been 36 years since 
the untimely passing of Robert 
Nesta Marley. Also known as 
Tuff Gong, he was just 36 years 
old when he died on May 11, 
1981 at Cedars of Lebanon Hos-
pital in Miami, Florida after bat-
tling cancer. And while the time 
seems to have whizzed by, his 
legacy was not lost on audiences 
of listener supported WBAI-FM 
radio, when Imhotep Gary Byrd 
host of the Global Black Experi-
ence touted the rich contribu-
tion of the short-lived legend.

In addition to lauding the 
many, many indelible, timeless 
musical compositions – some 
which are now anthems for 
causes (most recently the Ari-
ana Grande “One Love” concert 
in Manchester, England); con-
sistent and always-revealing 
attributes of his heirs, and the 
global celebrations established 
in his honor (Reggae On the 
River, Reggae in the Desert, 
Reggae in the Mountains, Reg-
gae By The Sea, Reggae By The 
Nile, etc) a legacy that under-
scores his short life stockpiles 
a message he prophesied in a 
song when he said “dem ago 
tyad fi mi face.”

For sure, Marley’s image seems 

to be a recurring feature through 
his children Ziggy, Stephen, 
Kymani, Damian, Julian, Rohan, 
Cedella who have all been nomi-
nated or won Grammy awards. 
As a matter of fact, Ziggy holds 
the record for winning eight, the 
most in the sole category devoted 
to Caribbean music.

To compound that magnani-
mous achievement Ziggy was 
recently awarded the Gershwin 
Lifetime Musical Achievement 
Award at UCLA’s Spring Sing. 

According to his spokesper-
son “Marley is the first reg-
gae artist to receive the award 
in its 29-year history, honor-
ing his contributions to music 
with 16 albums spanning three 
decades, countless world tours, 
being the first reggae act to 
tour China and Dubai and his 
global humanitarian and chari-
table initiatives including work 
across Africa, Israel, Jamaica 
and North America.” 

“Marley stands in good com-

pany, past recipients include 
Ray Charles, Tom Petty, Frank 
Sinatra, Stevie Wonder, The 
Who, Quincy Jones and Antho-
ny Kiedis (Red Hot Chili Pep-
pers). The eldest son of Bob and 
Rita Marley received the honor 
at UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion, 
addressing the 7,000 in attend-
ance, urging attendees to act 
with an open mind and com-
passion in their daily lives.”  

His younger brother Stephen 
is almost neck-and-neck stand-
ing one short of the winning 
amount. Cedella, the first 
girl born to the Rita and Bob 
union earned her Grammys as 
a member of the Melody Mak-
ers, the backers of her brother 
Ziggy’s group.

A fashion designer (“Catch 
A Fire” clothing), author (five 
children’s books), actress 
(“Johnny Breaker” ‘The Mighty 
Quinn,” and “Third World Cop”) 
and mother to recent Grammy 
performer Skip (who shared 

the stage with Katy Perry and 
is enjoying acclaim with a song 
titled ‘Lions’) Cedella is a busi-
nesswoman who has kept the 
business in the family.

Unlike his siblings, Rohan 
did not capitalize on his musi-
cal inheritance instead he per-
formed on the green playing 
college football and later with 
Miami Hurricanes. He also 

ventured into the coffee busi-
ness fronting Marley Coffee.

 Already respected as an 
achiever — with Lauryn Hill, 
Rohan made Bob, a great, 
grand-father five times — Zion 
David (August 1997); Selah 
Louise (September 1998); Josh-
ua Omaru ( 2002) John Nesta ( 
2003); and Sarah (2008).

Catch You On The Inside!

Bob Marley’s benefactors continue his legacy

Selah Marley.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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CERTIFIED
Pre-Owned
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84 mo. 100,000 mi. Warranty*

APR
 available**
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CERTIFIED
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Stk #N900489, 
6 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l,  

9771 mi.
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CERTIFIED
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Stk #N900586,
6 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 

9987 mi.

1.9%
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36K Miles Included

$0DOWN PAYMENT

$�*�
MSRP: $33,320.  Model #25017, 

STK#100935. 6cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.
5N1DR2MM3HC671023

NEW 2017 Nissan�
!�"#$�%&'(

3 YEARS 
MAINTENANCE 

AND $1500 
DAMAGE WAIVER 

INCLUDED(3)

(1) Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42 Mo Leases avail.

Two or more available at this price

$�*�
MSRP: $26,110.  Model #22217, 

STK#100070. 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.
JN8AT2MV7HW254430

NEW 2017 Nissan�
	+,-'

(1) Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42 Mo Leases avail.

Two or more available at this price

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm
Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1)Lessee resp. for excess wear + tear/maint. Due at sign = $0 Down pymt + $595 Bank Fee + First mo pymt ( Rogue = $185; Pathfi nder 
= $289 ) + $0 sec deposit. Ttl Pymts/Resid:Ttl Pymts/Resid: ‘17 Pathfi nder: $10,404 /$19,224 (36 mo) /$11,271/$16,903 (39 mo) /$12,138/$16,572 (42mo); ‘17 Rogue: $6,660/$15,724 (36 mo) 
/$7,215/$13,858 (39 mo)/$7,770/$13,591 (42 mo). For qual buyers. Lease based on 36k mi @ 15¢/mi thereafter. Any change in terms will be an add’l charge. Subject to primary lender approval. Must take 
delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Transportation fee may apply. (3)For qualifi ed buyers. Exclusively at Bay Ridge Nissan. See dlr for complete details.(4) See dlr for complete details *For 
qualifi ed buyers. **On approved credit. Up to 36 months. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illus purposes only. Not resp for typos. Exp 3 days after pub.     DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

STEVE DWAYNE DAVID

�.�	�����.����/��

����������	��

WE SELL & SERVICE
ANY BRAND, MAKE & MODEL

3 PRE-OWNED 
INDOOR SHOWROOMS

1 YEAR
FREE CAR WASH
AT DESTINATION

OF YOUR
CHOICE(4)

Office of the Mayor

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department of 
Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

$83 million 
in City 

projects 
looks like.

Dawanna Williams
Founder, Managing Principal

Dabar Development Partners LLC

mate change into a win-
dow of opportunity.

This week’s Ocean Con-
ference in New York, June 
5-9, offers the chance to 
build on the hope offered by 
Sustainable Development 
Goal 14 to make good on 
our commitment to con-
serve and sustainably use 
the oceans. We need no 
less than a paradigm shift 

to move from ‘explore and 
exploit’ to ‘sustain and be 
sustained by’.

Most of all, we need to 
listen to communities who 
have been custodians of 
the seas for centuries and 
who have much wisdom 
to share. As one of the 
Pacific’s most influential 
scholars, Epeli Hau’ofa, 
once said, “no people on 
Earth are more suited to 
be guardians of the world’s 

largest ocean than those 
for whom it has been 
home for generations.”

On Tuesday June 6, 
2015, Fiji Prime Minis-
ter J.V. Bainimarama, co-
chair of the conference, 
joins Commonwealth Sec-
retary-General Patricia 
Scotland at a ‘A Blue Com-
monwealth’, a high-level 
roundtable hosted by the 
Commonwealth Secretar-
iat and the Government of 
Seychelles. Find out more: 
thecommonwealth.org/
oceanconference.

Ocean Conference
Continued from page 10 

By Azad Ali
The St. Kitts and Nevis 

government has passed 
legislation to put in place 
the Advance Informa-
tion Bill 2017 to facilitate 
the provision of advance 
information relating 
to passengers and crew 
members of an aircraft or 
vessel to share informa-
tion with other states. 

The information will 
identify persons who may 
be risks to security and 
safety.

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris said the 

sharing of advance infor-
mation which came into 
being in 2006, has now 
become an internation-
al best standard prac-
tice in relation to trav-
el, and more and more 
countries have become 
involved with the provi-
sion of advance passenger 
information to ensure the 
safety of receiving mem-
ber states.

He noted that in 2014 
the Advance Passen-
ger Information System 
(APIS) became a United 
Nations (UN) member 

state requirement when 
“Resolution 2178 was 
adopted by the United 
Nations Security Coun-
cil.”

The Advance Passen-
ger Information Sys-
tem is an electronic 
data interchange system 
which provides identifica-
tion details from passport 
and basic flight informa-
tion and commercial and 
other carriers and vessels 
in advance to the desti-
nation or  country  and 
whether there is a risk to 
their national security.

St. Kitts passes Advance Information Bill
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This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

There are a few signs 
that we are on track, 
especially as members of 
the Private Sector Advi-
sory Group continue to 
provide valuable perspec-
tive about building new 
partnerships to eradicate 
poverty, achieve food 
security and improve 
nutrition, water access 
and sanitation. Since 
joining the group, many 
companies have success-
fully incorporated the 
SDGs into their work and 
sustainability reports.

For example, Nutresa 
and Sahara Group now 
report annual results 
and sustainability activi-
ties using SDG goals and 
indicators. More than 
half of the members are 
engaging with the SDG 
Fund to create public-
private partnerships and 
working to design and co-
create programs in the 
field. Equally encourag-
ing is that new compa-
nies, like Intel have joined 
the group.

It is probably worth not-

ing that a business as usual 
approach is no longer possi-
ble. Thankfully, the number 
of businesses interested in 
joining forces on the SDGs 
has been encouraging. 
Companies like Ebro Foods 
have used the power of 
social media to raise aware-
ness about a new initiative 
that brings together philan-
thropists, governments and 
academics.

Other milestones 
include the engagement 
of UN Goodwill Ambassa-
dors – the Roca Brothers. 
The master chef brothers 
have committed to bring-
ing attention to the SDGs 
and using their expertise 
to advocate for enhanced 
food security and access 
to nutritious food. They 
are working with local 
partners to provide guid-
ance on how to improve 
food industry and agri-
cultural practices to pro-
tect the environment and 
create jobs.

In 2017, working with 
our public and private 
sector partners we have 
witnessed how compa-
nies have continued to 

deepen their knowledge 
of the SDGs, asking key 
questions and exploring 
how their organizations 
can contribute to the glo-
bal development agenda. 
This has come to mean 
everything from devising 
innovative partnership 
agreements to investing 
in large-scale infrastruc-
ture or improving agri-
culture inputs.

In fact, if imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery 
building on this group’s 
experience, some countries 
have drawn lessons from 
our success and began rep-
licating the model and cre-
ating national versions of 
the group.

For example, Niger-
ia, recently launched a 
Private Sector Advisory 
Group. The private sec-
tor has come together to 
advise the government to 
share ideas across indus-
try sectors and regions 
with the aim of creat-
ing a connective platform 
for more impactful and 
local-driven models and 
solutions to achieve the 
SDGs.

Private sector gets active
Continued from page 10 



Caribbean Life, June 09–15, 2017 15  Q

Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving

Brooklyn Over

60 Years

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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IRS’s National Criminal Investigation 
Training Academy with assistance from 
the United States Embassy in Barbados 
and its International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs section.

The training was part 
of a continuing series 
of efforts by the United 
States government, in 
collaboration with Gre-
nada and other partner governments in 
the region, to enhance financial inves-
tigations and raise awareness of illicit 
financial transactions.

The course included methods of iden-
tifying fraud and money laundering and 
covered topics such as evidence gather-
ing and analysis, interviewing, prepa-
ration for courtroom activities and an 
in-depth practical exercise.

Guyana
A report by The Carter Center in the 

USA has recommended that prisoners 
should be allowed to vote when the next 
general comes around.

The report which was 
released on May 11, 2015 
elections made several 
recommendations to 
the government, the 
Parliament and the Guyana Elections 
Commission (GECOM) among them it 
called for the rights of prisoners to vote 
to be respected, and also highlighted 
the slow pace of delivery of justice.

The Carter Center election obser-
vation mission was launched about a 
month ahead of the vote — April 8 — 
following an invitation from the Office 
of the President and was led by former 
United States President Jimmy Carter.

Observers were deployed throughout 
the country in advance of Election Day, 
on the day itself, and also stayed on to 
observe the post-election environment.

The report said that Guyana should 
seek to facilitate voting by prisoners, 
particularly those held in remand, who 
have not yet been convicted of a crime.

In the report, the Carter Center reit-
erated its call for fundamental consti-
tutional reform to reduce the problems 
with the current winner-take-all-sys-
tem.

St. Lucia
An international developer focusing 

on luxury hotel projects in the Car-
ibbean, Range Developments recently 

signed an agreement with the St. Lucia 
government to continue the develop-
ment of the Black Bay Master Develop-
ment.

The Black Bay Development will con-
sist of a luxury branded hotel and villas 
on 180 acres in the beautiful southern 
tip of the island.

The site is on the Caribbean south-
west coast, within easy reach of the 
international airport and Pitons, the 
world famous heritages 
site.

The project will cre-
ate about 500 jobs on 
the island during the 
construction, with a 
similar amount once the hotel is opera-
tional.

St. Lucia’s citizenship by invest-
ment program is aimed at encouraging 
investment in the island.

Investors not only have a chance to 
invest, but assuming they meet the 
stringent requirements to apply for citi-
zenship of the country, with all benefits 
of full citizenship.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 

Dr. Keith Rowley told a delegation from 
the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America and the Carib-
bean (ECLAC) in Santiago, Chile last 
week, that the commission has a role 
to play in T&T’s move towards diversi-
fication.

According to a statement from the 
Office of the Prime Minister, Dr. Rowley 
said Trinidad and Tobago is experienc-
ing economic shock because of the 
reduction in reserves from the hydro-
carbon sector.

He said when this 
happens there is a clam-
or for diversification.

“The question now 
is can we preserve that 
quality of life with our current revenues 
and our current policies. This is where 
we would like ECLAC to assist us with 
their research as we move to expand 
our economic  base,” he added.

The prime minister who was on a 
two-day visit to Chile with a delegation 
said Trinidad and Tobago said Trinidad 
and Tobago has the ability to produce 
more goods and services that its popu-
lation can absorb “and it is therefore, 
imperative that we look towards other 
markets.”

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian  
or security guard) and preferred location (NBX, SBX or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance,  
life insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
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EmpireStateRide.com

JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2017
NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS

boosting revenue is an 
increase in a National 
Social Responsibility Levy 
(NSRL) on all imports 
from two per cent to 10 
per cent.

The NSRL was intro-
duced at two per cent last 
September and since then 
Barbadians have been 
complaining of notice-
able increases in the cost 
of many goods and serv-
ices. 

Now the fear is that 
with the 400 per cent 
increase effective the 
beginning of July con-
sumers will wilt under 
massive price increases.

Caribbean financial 
analysts, Price Water-
house, now known as 
PWC stated, “the increase 
in the rate of the levy 
from two per cent to 10 

per cent is significant 
and would result in an 
increase in the cost of liv-
ing to the consumer and, 
by extension, to the rate 
of inflation. Since the 
levy is an indirect impo-
sition it would be con-
sidered to be a regressive 
method of taxation, as it 
also places more burden 
on the most vulnerable in 
the society”.

Barbados imports 
more than 70 per cent of 
its goods with a similar 
figure for inputs to its 
services, so the combined 
effect of a de facto devalu-
ation of the dollar and a 
massive increase in one 
of its sweeping import 
taxes would make it more 
expensive to purchase 
items abroad.

There may however be 
hope for government to 
soften these radical tax 

applications before the 
July 01 implementation 
date.

Prime Minister Freun-
del Stuart gave the first 
indication of a willingness 
to walk back the measures 
over the weekend when 
he said his government 
may adjust them before 
implementation based on 
public reaction.

He said that setting of 
the implementation date 
for July 01 was, “deliber-
ate because we wanted to 
hear what people thought 
might be some of the 
challenges they were like-
ly to face as a result of it.

“So we still have time 
to listen and to make any 
minor adjustments that 
need to be made to facili-
tate those persons who 
will be affected by the 
two per cent commission 
(tax).”

Barbadians fear huge price increases
Continued from page 3 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean

news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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without prior notice. Minimum deposit $500. The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective and 
accurate as of 6/5/2017. Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed and the fee could reduce 
principal. See a Valley representative for complete terms and conditions. © 2017 Valley National 
Bank®. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. All Rights Reserved. VCS-7582

®
800-522-4100

valleynationalbank.com

Welcome to higher CD Rates

1.25%
APY

12 MONTH CD

GREAT THINGS
ARE HAPPENING

AT VALLEY!

Other great CD rates available.
Visit one of our conveniently

located branches in Brooklyn and Queens.
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B
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Join Amida Care and Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation for a Fitness Class sponsored by NYC Council Member Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. 

FITNESS 

CLASS

  

1- 800-556-0689
or email: rsvp@amidacareny.org

Reservations required. Please call

Wednesday, June 14, 2017
Time: 6-8 p.m.

Restoration Plaza: Under the Tent 
1368 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11216

Take A or C trains to Nostrand Ave. station. 
Head north on Nostrand, and turn 

right onto Fulton Street.

Open to all!
Gift bags and light 

refreshments 
will be provided.

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249

By Tangerine Clarke
E. Wayne McDonald, director of Carib-

bean Cultural Theatre has announced an 
impressive list of Caribbean authors who 
will headline their works, that the artists 
said would take patrons on a Journey of 
(Re)Discovery into Caribbean Literary 
Classics Old and New, during WorldFest, 
an afternoon-long literary event on Sun-
day 11, from 12 noon to 7 pm, at Bedford 
Stuyvesant Restoration Plaza, 1368 Ful-
ton St., Brooklyn, New York.

One of the nation’s youngest writers, 
nine-year-old Anaya Lee of Guyanese 
heritage, will be among greats like, Com-
monwealth Prize winning novelist, Rob-
ert Antoni, Forward Prize winning poet, 
Tiphanie Yanique, bestselling author, 
Nicle Dennis Benn, Winter Olympian 
bobsledder and children’s book author, 
Devon Harris, and Guyanese-born, Der-
rick J. Jeffrey, author of East River New 
York, a non-fiction that takes place in 
the United Nations.

According to McDonald, this coming 
together of authors, readers and literary 
curious is produced by the Caribbean 
Cultural Theatre, as part of its Poets & 
Passion – A Caribbean Literary Lime, 
is being presented in partnership with 
Restoration ARTS, and will celebrate 
Caribbean Heritage Month.

The star-studded celebration of the 
frequently overlooked literary legacy of 
the Caribbean’s cultural milieu consists 
of workshops and panel discussions, sto-
rytelling and open mic sessions, author 
presentations for adult and younger 
readers, book exhibits, and spoken word 
performances will celebrate the past and 
future of Caribbean literature.

The festival will begin with a Moko 
Jumbies (stilt walkers), presentation by 
the acclaimed Brooklyn-based Tropical-
fete on the Young Readers stage with 
multi-talented author, Opal Palmer Adisa, 
for a reading of her children’s book, “Look! 
Moko Jumbie.” Former bobsledder, Devon 
Harris will be joined by members of the 
Jamaica Bobsled team to the 2018 Pyeong 
Chang Winter Olympic Games for a read-
ing of “Yes; I Can,” courtesy of Tower Isles 
Foods and Blue Mango, LLC.

The festival is part of the 10th anni-
versary season of Poets & Passion - A 
Caribbean Literary Lime, a project of the 
Caribbean Cultural Theatre, WORD! - in 
partnership with RestorationART and 
made possible, in part, with funds from 
Humanities New York, New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs includ-
ing partnerships with the City Council, 
Poets & Writers, Inc., and Friends of the 
Caribbean Cultural Theatre.

Caribbean Cultural Theatre to 
present WordFest 
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes
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PREGNANT OR TRYING.
THE ZIKA VIRUS CAN RESULT IN  
SEVERE BIRTH DEFECTS,
INCLUDING BRAIN DAMAGE.

Avoid visiting these
areas if you’re:

SEXUAL PARTNERS WITH 
A PREGNANT WOMAN.
ZIKA CAN BE SPREAD THROUGH 
VAGINAL, ANAL OR ORAL SEX. 
USE A CONDOM TO PREVENT 
TRANSMISSION.

TRAVEL 
WARNING

MEXICO. CENTRAL & 
SOUTH AMERICA.
THE CARIBBEAN.

YOU’RE STILL AT RISK 
FOR ZIKA IF YOU VISIT

CALL YOUR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER IF YOU ARE PREGNANT 
AND RECENTLY TRAVELED TO AN AFFECTED AREA OR HAD 
SEX WITHOUT A CONDOM WITH SOMEONE WHO DID.

 

 

By Alexandra Simon
It was a show of Caribbean 

and rainbow pride.
More than a hundred Car-

ibbean-American members 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) com-
munity marched at the 25th 
annual Queens Pride parade 
in Jackson Heights on June 4. 
A Queens-based queer advo-
cacy group, Caribbean Equal-
ity Project (CEP), led the island 
representation at the parade, 
and the turnout was one of the 
biggest to date, said the group’s 
founder.

“We had over 125 people 
with us and it was amazing 
because about 135 people reg-
istered to march with us and 
most of them showed up,” said 
Mohamed Amin, executive 
director or the group. 

It was the first time the 
organization encouraged 
potential marchers to regis-
ter online, and Amin says he 
was thrilled to see how many 
LGBT marchers and support-
ers checked in. Seeing a large 

gathering of people represent-
ing their native and ancestral 
countries in one of the city’s 
notable gay pride parades, was 
a great display of pride from 
LGBT Caribbean-Americans, 
he added. 

“For us what was memorable 
was this being the largest we’ve 
ever assembled, and we did it 
in one of the most prideful and 
demonstrative ways, showing 
off our Indo and Afro Carib-
bean cultures,” said Amin. “We 
encouraged people to come 
dressed in cultural clothing 
and seeing people follow this 
theme was very nice.”

He also says that seeing 
marchers, particularly new-
comers, was the highlight of 
the walk because it pushes 
forth more self-love and pro-
vides hidden LGBT members 
with some encouragement.

“It’s always empowering to 
see people come out and cel-
ebrate their heritage, we get a 
lot of support on social media, 
and there are people who live 
in Georgia, Canada, Trinidad 

and Tobago or Guyana — and 
they’re able to connect with us 
and live their truth through 
the work doing in New York,” 
said Amin. “That type of feed-
back is a source of inspiration 
for us.”

Amin adds that CEP aims to 
further create more avenues for 
the LGBT community.

“We want to continue the 
liberation movement we are 
building in the city, and we are 
marching for those on the side-
lines or living in the shadows, 
and still dealing with homo-
phobia,” he said.

Participating in the parade 
was a chance for Caribbean-
Americans to take pride in who 
they are, and also break through 
the stigmas that remain. 

“One thing we are learning 
about our community is that 
there’s still a lack of LGBT 
representation and there’s still 
a struggle with the opportu-
nity to be visible,” he said. “The 
pride for us is about liberation 
and as we break those chains, 
and celebrate in our visibility 

— it was just great to see our 
marchers waving their rainbow 
flags and their country flags.”

The CEP will also be in 

attendance in the city’s pride 
parade later this month at 39th 
Street and Madison Avenue in 
Manhattan on June 25.

Colors of rainbow, Caribbean 
fly at Queens Pride parade

Cultural connect: Members of The Caribbean Equality Proj-
ect, a queer advocacy group, displayed all facets of their 
banner down the parade route in Jackson Heights. Drag 
performer Sunvari dons the garb of the Indian goddess.
 Photo by Mike Shain
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By Alexandra Simon
For the love of jerk.
Hundreds came out to relish Jamai-

can culinary flavors at the seventh 
annual Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival 
kickoff, “A Taste of Jerk,” held at the 
VP Records Store on June 3. Guests 
got to sample various jerk seasoned 
meats and other foods from differ-
ent vendors. A highlight of the mini 
food fest was a competition judged by 
executive chef of B.B. King Blues Club 
and Grill, Chef Wenford Patrick Simp-
son, to crown a winner for the best 
food. Queens-based restaurant Yar-
dies, took home the revered Dutch Pot 
trophy and the honor was well earned, 
said a local woman who frequents the 
eatery.

“Yardies won and I was so proud of 

my little restaurant — the place that 
I’ve been eating in all this time,” said 
Lorna Levy, who came to the event with 
friends.

They beat out participating competi-
tors Food R Us, Freckles Juice Bar, Mill-
er Health and Nutrition, and Natwerks. 

The restaurant’s delectable cooking 
is why Levy is a big fan of the chain 
and likely why they won the contest, 
added Levy. 

“They have the best jerk chicken and 
it’s seasoned to the bone,” she said. 
“They have 18 herbs and spices, and I’m 
so happy they won because I’ve been 
eating their jerk chicken and pork for 
a long time.”

Some 200 party goers at the six-
hour event tasted different foods, but 
also danced to music, got some music 

records, and there were even snacks and 
activities for children such as cotton 
candy and face painting. The painting 
was a big hit with the youngsters, and 
that did not stop Levy from getting her 
hand painted. 

“I had to get a little design for myself,” 
she said. “I was modeling my hand and I 

was Tyra Banks for the day — I was very 
proud of it.”

There was no specific memorable 
moment for Levy because she loved the 
entire event and is a huge fan of events 
at the VP Records store. She says she 
always looks forward to the company’s 
gatherings and expects to be at all of 
their future events, as well as the offi-
cial Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival next 
month.

“It was wonderful and I had beauti-
ful time, and I loved the whole thing,” 
said Levy.

“Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival” at 
Roy Wilkins Park [Merrick and Baisley 
boulevards in St. Albans, (718) 425-
1177, www.jerkfestivalny.com]. July 23 
at noon. $35–45.

Yardies ‘Jerk’ takes the prize

Cookin’ it: Chef Chris Diedrick grilling jerk chicken at “A Taste of Jerk” festi-
val, at VP Records store in jamaica, Queens on June 3. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Sound spinning: DJ Roy providing musical entertainment for guests during 
the event.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flower face: Kids and adults got to 
get their faces painted at the event. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Happy ladies smile at “A Taste of Jerk” preview festival in Jamaica, Queens on June 3. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

“My Daddy Rules the World” by 
Hope Anita Smith
c.2017, Henry Holt & Co. Books 
for Young Readers
$17.99 / $24.99 Canada
32 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Your Daddy is the King of 

the House.
He’s the smartest person 

you know. He can run fast, 
jump high, and his words make 
things happen, he’s strong, 
cool, and funny; he’s always 
making you laugh. And in the 
new book “My Daddy Rules the 
World,” words and pictures by 
Hope Anita Smith, you’ll read 
all about him.

Your daddy is many things 
to you. He’s friendly as a puppy, 
he’s a porcupine on his face, 
and he’s a tickle octopus. He’s 
tall as a giraffe, wise as an 
owl, and he gives the best bear 
hugs!

When he’s taking a nap, 
you try hard not to make a 
peep. You sneak around and 
whisper, but there are times 
when you can’t help it: your 
voice accidentally gets loud, 
the door might slam when 
you go outside, or something 

might be really funny, and you 
giggle. You try to hush, but 
when Daddy sleeps, he’s noisy! 
It sounds like “horses gallop-
ing fast” or a “real horn that 
blows.” 

When he spends extra time 
with you, just you and Daddy, 
it’s special. He makes a great 
breakfast, and he makes time 
to talk about what’s impor-
tant. And if you can’t talk with 
him at home (because some-
times, Daddies go “far away” 
for awhile), you can write a 
letter and tell him everything. 
Add a poem or a prayer; he’ll 
like that very much.

Your Daddy might give 
you a haircut outside, with 
a “backwards cape” wrapped 
around your neck. He might 
scoop you up, or balance you 
on his shoes so you can dance 
together to an old-school song. 
He plays with you and teaches 
you how to do things that are 
fun to do; he knows when to 
let go when you’re learning to 
ride a bike, he shows you the 
value of a great book, and he 
helps you to remember to be 
good.

Your Daddy is the King of 
the House. And that’s the way 

you like it.
Here’s a certainty you can 

count on: every Daddy’s Little 
Girl and Daddy’s Boy will find 
something to love inside “My 
Daddy Rules the World.”

They’re going to enjoy the 
poems; that’s how author 
Hope Anita Smith presents 
each chapter and sentiment of 
a father’s love for his child, 
and vice versa. Those rhymes 
are simple and sweet, and they 
celebrate the everyday. It’s 
also nice to find poems that 
are specific to children whose 
fathers are temporarily absent, 
and one that speaks subtly of 
fathers who work late hours. 
Both boys and girls are equally 
represented here, which is like-
wise a very nice touch.

Children will also appreciate 
Smith’s artwork: each picture 
is created with torn paper, an 
art form that’s interesting to 
look at, as well as to try at 
home.

This is a great book for kids 
to read to Dad, for Dad to read 
aloud, or for sharing with 
Grandpa, too. No matter how 
you enjoy it, “My Daddy Rules 
the World” is fit for any Papa’s 
prince or princess.

My Daddy is the king of the house

Book cover of “My Daddy Rules the World” by Hope Anita 
Smith.

   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
mercato.com/shop/three-guys-from-brooklyn

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

9999
D

Fage
Greek Yogurt

5.3oz.

¢¢$$199199
ea.ea.

Breakstones
Whipped Butter

Salted, UnsaltedAssorted Assorted

K

8oz.

Lemonades
Simply

$$55forfor22$$299299
ea.ea.

Calavo
Guacamole

12oz. 59oz.59oz.

6/7 7AM - 6/12 7PM
7

Wed
8

Thu
9

Fri
10
Sat

11
Sun

12
Mon

SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Red River
Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3535¢¢

Whole

ORGANIC
Organic 
Yellow Ripe
Bananas

lb.lb.6969¢¢

Jumbo Sweet
Gold
Pineapples

$$22forfor44

Black Beauty
Eggplant

lb.lb.6969¢¢ 1129$$

Red Flame
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

6oz.

$$22forfor44
Sweet 
Driscoll 
Raspberries$$66forfor199199

Coney Island
Corn

13oz.
D

Nutella
Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

$$299299
ea.ea.

z.

Hard Ripe
Plum Tomatoes

7979¢¢
lb.lb. 1129$$

California
Nectarines

lb.lb.

Extra Large
Red Peppers

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

OPEN HOUSE
DATES

(12–3pm)

June 10, 17 & 24

Brooklyn’s Largest

Indoor & Outdoor 

Sports & Recreation 

Complex

Early Registration 
Discounts

Summer Camp at PacPlex rd-August 25th

Family Owned & Operated,

Same Location for Over 30 Years

Daily Swim 
& Instruction 
in our 6 Pools 

(More than any 
other camp)

D.O.H. Licensed & Certifi ed
D.O.E. Supervisors
First Aid & CPR Trained Staff

   Creative Recreational  
   Programs

Aerobics Classes

Dance & Drama Classes

Annual Talent Show

Arts & Crafts

Cheerleading

Film/Movie Making

Gymnastics 

   Best Sports Instruction 
   in Brooklyn 

Basketball (10 Courts)

Soccer (Full Indoor Field)

Football

Martial Arts

Boxing

   Special Event Days
   Summer OlymPacs
   Camp Trips Every Week

Visit our website at
www.PacPlex.com

for more Information
& Registration

1500 Paerdegat Ave. North
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-209-1010 ex. 159
www.paccamps.com

Free Weekend 
Summer Pool Passes 
for the Entire Family

Evening Family BBQ’s 
at Our Pools $500 Value

Children 3½ – 15

4 – 8 Week Programs 
(9am - 4pm)

Extended Hours Available
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Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Corporate Events

Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD
& LINCOLN/MERCURY

VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR352727. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 6/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,385. 
VIN#1FHUD01962. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More! MSRP $31,535 VIN#2FHBB33478 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, 
$645 bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $3,000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $1,500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/17.

2013 FORD ESCAPE   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Blue, 
77K Mi, Stk#2257F  ......................... Buy For       

$9,999*

2012 TOYOTA CAMRY LE  
4Dr. Auto, Silver, P/S, P/B, A/C,
76K Mi, Stk#2248F  .......................Buy For         

$9,999*

2014 FORD FOCUS
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
40K Mi, Stk#2206F  .................. Buy For         

$10,999*

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
16K Mi, Stk#2213F ................... Buy For         

$11,999*

2013 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, 
Blue, 47K Mi, Stk# 2253F  ............Buy For      

$11,999*

2014 HONDA ACCORD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B,
30K Mi Stk#2230F  ...................... Buy For       

$13,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   .....................Buy For       

$14,999*

2013 FORD EXPLORER    
Auto, Lthr, A/C, P/S, P/B, White, 
39K Mi, Stk#2256F ......................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  .......Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  ......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  ........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ..................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  ......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  .......................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F....................... Buy For       

$34,995*
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By Alexandra Simon
The revival of a trendsetting diva.
The artistry of Afro-Cuban singer 

La Lupe is going to be celebrated 
with a musical concert paying hom-
age to her life at the City College 
Center for the Arts (CCCA) on June 
9. Together City College, Pregon-
es Theater, and the Caribbean Cul-
tural Center African Diaspora Insti-
tute (CCCADI) organized a series of 
events to celebrate the singer, which 
will conclude with a concert. Known 
as a trailblazer during a time when 

women were restricted in the arts, 
La Lupe’s presence and pride in her 
identity should be honored, said the 
founder of the Caribbean Cultural 
Center African Diaspora Institute.

“She is important because many 
women didn’t make it trying to enter 
a very male-dominated field, and the 
women that did were on the margins 
and never got the attention or due 
they should’ve got from within the 
Latin community and outside,” said 
Dr. Marta Vega. 

But standing tall in her indi-

viduality and self-hood as an Afro-
Latina singer, La Lupe prioritized 
her unique identity. This act helped 
the singer become a standout artist, 
added Vega.

“The fact that she centered herself 
and propelled — she became a per-
sonality,” she said.

The two-hour concert features 
three performers — Caridad de La 
Luz “La Bruja,” Nina Rodriguez, and 
Calma Carmona — who are going to 
showcase their own take on La Lupe, 

Tribute to Afro-Cuban music diva

Tribute to a diva: Cuban songstress La Lupe is being honored with a tribute concert at City College Center 
for Performing Arts on June 9. Fania

Continued on Page 34

By Deardra Shuler
I took the L Train to First Avenue to 

get to Theatre 80 on St Mark’s Place 
where the Negro Ensemble Company is 
presenting playwright Judi Ann Mason’s 
play “Daughters of the Mock,” until 
June 10, 2017.

Directed by Denise Yvonne Dowse, 
this saga is a bit of a puzzle in its com-
plexities. One that perhaps can only be 
unraveled by a casting of the runes. 
Shrouded in mystical tradition, the play 
follows the line of the matriarch. It is 
Grandmother MauMau who starts the 
ritual of the Mock, so named, to rep-
resent the grief and suffering MauMau 
experienced through the abusive treat-
ment of her husband. A pain she felt so 
deeply she attributed it to the suffering 

By Vinette K. Pryce
There’s music in the air and an abun-

dance of melodic, harmonious rhythms 
onstage nightly at the Pershing Square 
Signature Center where “Sweetee” 
recently opened for a limited engage-
ment until June 18.

Through two dozen songs and sev-
eral instrumental percussive rendi-
tions, an ensemble cast of 11 talented 
thespians take audiences on a journey 
back to the 1930s depression-era south 
travelling from South Carolina through 

‘Daughters of the 
Mock’ witchy 

women

‘Sweetee’ 
musical

Jordan Tyson and Jelani Alladin in 
“Sweetee.”

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

PAYING PAYING 
HOMAGEHOMAGE
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34    Caribbean Life, June 09–15, 2017 BQ

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

Despacito
Luis Fonsi, Daddy Yankee...

I’m The One
DJ Khaled, Justin Bieber, Qavo...

Issues
Julia Michaels

Humble.
Kendrick Lamar

True To Self
Bryson Tiller

Guardians Of The Galaxy Vol.2
Soundrack

El Dorado
Shakira

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band

The Beatles

From A Room: Vol. 1
Chris Stapleton

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Droptopwop
Gucci Mane

Harry Styles
Harry Styles

Divide
Ed Sheeran

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Teenage Emotions
Lil Yachty

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Georgia and New Orleans ulti-
mately arriving in Harlem, 
New York.

Sweetee, a bi-racial 
daughter of a white prosti-
tute is the star and focus of 
a story about bigotry, pov-
erty, exploitation, betrayal, 
deception, unity, persever-
ance and optimism.

Portrayed by Jordan 
Tyson, the character envel-
ops everything defined by 
the title. Through a capella 
solos, nuances, and chorus-
es with a spectacular cast, 
as one of only two females 
to depict a likely storyline, 
she steals every scene 
penned by Gail Kriegel.

Through circumstances 
the young, displaced, tam-
bourine banging, street 
singer seeks and find ref-
uge at a rag-tag orphanage 
where orphans take pleas-
ure in making music.

Using a washboard, har-
monica, a kazoo and a 
banjo to form a band of 
singing minstrels, Sweetee 
becomes an unwilling voice 
to a Salvation Army troupe 
of dependents. 

Kreigel wrote the book, 
lyrics and music to this 
new musical and with cast-
ing by Michael Cassara 
delivers a gem that should 
be extended for a summer 
run.

At times uneasy to 

absorb, the almost graph-
ic depictions of Jim Crow 
persecution tests the forti-
tude of orphans devoted to 
Rev. Dan, a religious lead-
er whose aim is to elevate 
their lifestyle as a guardian 
and in the process spread 
the gospel.

Committed to raising 
praise, the good preacher 
abandons his white privi-
lege and with little cash on 
hand decides to shepherd 
his f lock to success. 

Jolting though is his 
side-step which causes 
Sweetee to f lee north to 
freedom and independ-
ence. But that’s a glossed-
over episode that could be 
developed for better com-
prehension.

Music is the adhesive 
to hold this Off-Broadway 
production through a two-
hour excursion through a 
racist, road, rail and long 
walk to New Orleans where 
hopes for better means 
might best the streets of 
confederate South Caro-
lina. 

Jeremiah James (Rev. 
Dan) Morgan Siobhan 
Green (Hedy) Hugh Cha 
(Abraham) Cedric Cannon 
(Mr. Robinson) Amir Royale 
(Murphy) and Jelani Alladin 
(Cat) are the standouts to 
deliver a truly telling tale 
which also delves into spir-
ituality and forgiveness.

Catch it before it goes. 

by singing covers of her songs, 
said Vega. 

“ They are paying tribute to 
her, and not by imitating her 
or trying to sound like her — 
but they’ll be paying tribute in 
their own form,” she said.

And a special appearance will 
be made by Johnny “Dandy” 
Rodriguez of the Tito Puente 
Orchestra, a band that La Lupe 
often performed on stage with.

The overall highlight of the 
concert will be focused on the 
way La Lupe pushed forth her 
ancestry and her pride in being 
black, Latina, and Cuban. When 
the singer arrived to New York 
City in the 60s she faced sev-
eral challenges but remained 
content in who she was, said 
CCCA’s managing director.

“The performers are going to 
make that connection between 
La Lupe and the African Diaspo-
ra,” said Gregory Shanck. “Not 
only was she Latina but she 

was of African descent and she 
loved her music. Cuba did not 
always love her, but she loved 
her culture and her Cuban her-
itage.”

Vega also adds that it is 
important to resurrect La 
Lupe’s name for the culture’s 
sake because her visibility it is 
needed to educate the younger 
generation, and show them the 
pioneers who paved the way for 
Latin music.

“We need to know our sto-
ries, and if we don’t know our 
stories we will continue to be 
misinformed,” said Vega. “The 
reason we have the center part-
ner with Pregones and City 
College is because we need to 
insist upon a learning and edu-
cational process, and build our 
culture. We have to take on 
the responsibility of talking 
about legacy and the people 
who make a difference or it will 
be erased.”

“An Evening of Music Hon-
oring the Legacy of the ‘Queen 

of Latin Soul’” at Aaron Davis 
Hall at the City College Cent-
er for the Arts [129 Convent 
Avenue between W. 133rd and 

W. 135th streets in Manhat-
tan, www.citycollegecenter-
forthearts.org, (212-650-6900]. 
June 9 at 7:30 pm $25–30. 

PAYING HOMAGE
Continued from page 33 

‘Sweetee’ musical 
Continued from page 33 

all women experience under 
the dominance of men. She 
decides to protect the women 
in her family against ill treat-
ment by men, albeit taking it 
to the extreme.

Skilled in knowledge of 
herbs with some voodo thrown 
in, MauMau (Edythe Jason) 
keeps the village and her family 
in check with the powers she 
wields, whether by herb, super-
stition or by fear.  Whichever, 
her power is as real as those 
who believe in it.

Tied together by respect, 
family, fear and ritual, Mau-

Mau’s daughter Oralia  (Brenda 
Crawley) and granddaughters 
Amanita and Mandea, por-
trayed by Kristin Dodson and 
Claudia McCoy sacrifice love 
to keep the family tradition of 
women going.

Whether blessing or curse 
“The Mock” to the daughters 
is a yoke, love lost, a grievance 
they wish to cast aside but it 
has become so deeply rooted 
in family tradition that despite 
their struggles against it, they 
are bound to it. Its curse mocks 
them, but despite their heart-
break, inability to break away 
from its insidious influence 
results in deadly outcome.

‘Daughters of the Mock’ 
Continued from page 33 

The singer during a studio close-up. Troyano, Inc.

From left, Brenda Crawley, Edythe Jason (behind), Kristin 
Dodson (front, center), Claudia McCoy.  Jonathan Slaff
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AND ALEX KURTZMAN & JENNY LUMETJON SPAIHTS SCREEN STORY
BY

ALEX KURTZMANDIRECTED
BYAND CHRISTOPHER MCQUARRIE AND DYLAN KUSSMANDAVID KOEPP SCREENPLAY

BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH PERFECT WORLD PICTURESUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS “THE MUMMY”TOM CRUISEA SECRET HIDEOUT/CONSPIRACY FACTORY/SEAN DANIEL COMPANY PRODUCTION
BRIAN TYLERMUSIC

BYANNABELLE WALLIS SOFIA BOUTELLA JAKE JOHNSON COURTNEY B. VANCE MARWAN KENZARI AND RUSSELL CROWE JEB BRODY ROBERTO ORCIEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

SARAH BRADSHAWSEAN DANIEL p.g.a.CHRIS MORGANALEX KURTZMAN p.g.a.
PRODUCED

BY
SOUNDTRACK ON
BACK LOT MUSIC A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

© 2016 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
IMAX® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF IMAX CORPORATION.  

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

By Kam Williams
Paul (Joel Edgerton) found 

a safe refuge for his family 
far from the rest of human-
ity in the wake of a deadly 
plague that’s been decimat-
ing the planet. At least that’s 
what he thought about their 
remote hideout until his 
wife’s (Carmen Ejogo) dad 
somehow caught the dis-
ease.

After allowing Sarah and 
their son (Kelvin Harrison, 
Jr.) to say their goodbyes 
through germ-proof res-
pirators, Paul put a bullet 
in his ailing father-in-law’s 
head before he had a chance 
to infect one of them, too. 
While the body was being 
cremated, traumatized, 

17-year-old Travis tried to 
comfort himself as much as 
his pet dog, saying, “Don’t 
worry, Stanley, I’m going to 
take care of you.”

But as any movie fan 
knows, such an assurance is 
ordinarily an ominous kiss 
of death in a horror flick. 

And true to form, Stanley’s 
the next to go in “It Comes 
at Night,” a claustrophobic 
suspense thriller set inside 
a darkened cabin in the 
woods.

The picture is the sopho-
more offering from writ-
er / director Trey Edward 

Shults who made an impres-
sive debut a couple of years 
ago with Krisha. Here, the 
emerging wunderkind again 
makes the most of a micro-
budget, crafting a harrow-
ing tale guaranteed to make 
your hair stand on end.

The plot thickens when 

another family of refugees, 
desperate for shelter and 
sustenance, shows up unan-
nounced. Against his better 
judgment, Paul invites the 
strangers to share their already 
meager rations, provided none 
of them is infected.

And true to form, 
Stanley’s the 

next to go in “It 
Comes at Night,” 
a claustrophobic 

suspense thriller set 
inside a darkened 

cabin in the woods.

Patriarch Will (Christopher 
Abbott) assures him they’re 
healthy, but there’s something 
suspicious about the way that 
his wife, Kim (Riley Keough), 
keeps their baby covered up. 
Anyhow, the six proceed to pass 
a peaceful enough, if Spartan, 
existence until things mysteri-
ously start to go bump in the 
middle of the night.

Whaddya expect to happen 
in a scary, spine-tingler with 
such a big hint in the title?

“It Comes at Night”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity, 
violence and disturbing 
images
Running time: 97 min-
utes
Production Studio: Ani-
mal Kingdom
Distributor: A24

Desperate survivors lead spartan existence

Stanley, the  pet dog keeps watch at night. www.rottentomatoes.com

As Good as You (Unrat-
ed) Bittersweet dramedy 
about a grieving lesbian 
(Laura Heisler) who asks 
her late wife’s brother 
(Bryan Dechart) to 
donate the sperm for her 
artificial insemination, only to subse-
quently land in a love triangle with her 
two BFFs (Anna Fitzwater and Raoul 
Bhaneja). Featuring Annie Potts, Peter 
Maloney and Karis Campbell.

Beatriz at Dinner (R for profanity 
and a scene of violence) Salma Hayek 
portrays the title character in this fish-
out-of-water comedy as a Mexican mas-
seuse who is invited to join a wealthy 
client’s (Connie Britton) family for sup-
per when her car won’t start following 
a treatment. With John Lithgow, Chloe 
Sevigny and Jay Duplass.

Camera Obscura (Unrated) Psycho-
logical thriller about a war photogra-
pher with PTSD (Christopher Denham) 
who starts questioning his sanity when 
he is able to forecast imminent deaths 
from snapshots he’s taken. Featuring 
Catherine Curtin, Chase Williamson 
and Nadja Bobyleva and Noah Segan.

The Hero (R for drug use, profan-
ity and sexuality) Sam Elliott stars as 
the title character in this bittersweet 
portrait of an aging star of Westerns 
who finds himself facing his mortality 
after being diagnosed with cancer. Sup-

porting cast includes Nick Offerman, 
Katharine Ross and Laura Prepon.

The Hunter’s Prayer (R for violence, 
profanity and drug use) Cat-and-mouse 
thriller about an assassin (Sam Wor-
thington) who ends up on the run with 
a woman (Odeya Rush) he decides not 
to kill. With Martin Compston, Tina 
Maskell and Eben Young. (In English, 
German and French with subtitles)

I Love You Both (Unrated) Sibling 
rivalry dramedy about a twin brother 
(Doug Archibald) and sister (Krystin 
Archibald) whose tight bond becomes 
strained when they start dating the 
same guy (Lucas Neff). Featuring 
Artemis Pebdani, Angela Trimbur and 
Kate Berlant.

Night School (Unrated) Against-
the-odds documentary chronicling the 
efforts of three students to graduate 
from one of Indianapolis’ worst, inner-
city high schools.

Raising Bertie (Unrated) Coming-
of-age documentary chronicling a half-
dozen years in the lives of a trio of ambi-
tious, African-American adolescents 
being raised in rural North Carolina.

Independent & Foreign 
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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NYC
CARIBBEAN

A Cultural Celebration
For Your Senses

Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after June 30th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By John Coon
SANDY, Utah (AP) _ Adjusting 

to altitude and blending in players 
returning from injuries produced an 
uneven game for the United States.

Christian Pulisic scored early 
in the second half, defender John 
Brooks limped off with a hip injury 

and the Americans played a 1-1 exhi-
bition tie against Venezuela on Sat-
urday night, a warmup for a pair of 
World Cup qualifiers next week.

Jose Manuel Velazquez put Ven-
ezuela ahead in the 29th minute, but 
the 18-year-old Pulisic tied it in the 
61st with his fifth goal in 15 interna-

tional appearances.
“It’s a perfect having a game at 

this time,’’ U.S. coach Bruce Arena 
said. “Maybe it’s a little quick and all, 
but I think it’s perfect. We needed to 
get a game in and get to know each 
other a little bit, get adjusted to the 

Pulisic goal gives US 1-1 tie vs Venezuela 

Venezuela’s defender José Manuel Velázquez (6) scores against United States goalkeeper Tim Howard (1) 
in the fi rst half during an international friendly match Saturday, June 3, 2017, in Sandy, Utah.  
 Associated Press / Rick Bowmer

Continued on Page 38

By Azad Ali
The West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) 

Selection Panel has named a 15-mem-
ber Under-19 squad for tours of South 
Africa and Zimbabwe next month.

The tours are being undertaken as 
part of the Windies Under-19s build  up 
to the ICC Under-19 World Cup in New 
Zealand from Jan. 12 to Feb. 4 next 
year.

Windies Under 19 are the defending 
champions, having won their first title 
in February, 2016 in Bangladesh under 
the captaincy of Shiron Hetmyer.

Hetmyer got his first call to the West 
Indies senior team for the recent Paki-
stan tour of the Caribbean.

By Azad Ali
Jamaican super sprinter Usain Bolt 

is one of the highest paid athletes 
in the world, according to Forbes 
magazine.

He has a net worth of USS$60 
million, Bolt earns around US$20 
million a year, most of which comes 
from endorsements.

He has endorsement deals with 
brands, including Gatorade, Nissan 
and Puma.

Bolt won three gold medals at 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, five gold 

Under-19 
squad chosen

Bolt ranks 
high in top 

paid athletes

Usain Bolt
. Associated Press / Tim Ireland, fi le
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medals and two silver at World 
Championship competitions.

His performance at the London 
2012 Olympics is going to explode 
in the coming years.

Vice-captain for the tour is Kisrtan 
Kallicharan, who was also drafted 
for the Pakistan tour but failed with 
the bat.

They were members of the World 
Cup-winning squad last year.

Usain Bolt 

environmental conditions.’’
The U.S. plays Trinidad and Tobago 

on Thursday at Commerce City, Colo-
rado, then is at Mexico three days later. 
Rio Tinto Stadium is about 4,500 feet 
above sea level, preparation for matches 
in Colorado (about 5,200 feet) and Azte-
ca Stadium (7,820 feet).

The U.S. is fourth in the final 
round of qualifying in North and 
Central America and the Caribbean 
with four points, ahead of Honduras 
on goal difference. Mexico leads with 
10, followed by Costa Rica with seven 
and Panama with five. Trinidad is last 
with three.

The top three nations qualify for next 
year’s World Cup in Russia, and the No. 
4 nation advances to a playoff against 
Asia’s fifth-place team.

The U.S. started close to a first-choice 
lineup, missing only forward Jozy Alti-
dore, who reported late to training 
camp because of his brother’s wedding. 
The center back pairing of Brooks and 
Geoff Cameron, starting together in 
central defense for the first time since 
October, was not sharp.

Brooks, who missed a March 28 
qualifier because of a sinus infection, 
hobbled off in the 51st minute with a 
bruised right hip and was replaced six 
minutes later by Matt Hedges.

Velazquez scored his third interna-
tional goal after Junior Moreno’s cor-

ner kick was headed by Pulisic only 
for the ball to stay in the penalty area. 
Clint Dempsey headed the ball again in 
another clearance attempt, but it went 
wide to Moreno.

Moreno headed the ball back into the 
penalty area to Velazquez, who moved 
between Brooks and Fabian Johnson, 
stuck out his right foot at the top of the 
6-yard box and poked the ball past goal-
keeper Tim Howard.

“Obviously, we’re not happy with giv-
ing the goal away from the set piece,’’ 
U.S. captain Michael Bradley said. 
“That’s something we’ve got to con-
tinue to work on and really clean up 
because that’s a few games in a row now 
where we’ve not done a good enough job 
in that regard.’’

Venezuela nearly doubled the lead 
five minutes later. Moreno sent a corner 
kick across the penalty area and Rubert 
Quijada had an open diving header at 
the 6. Howard dived to push the ball 
off a post, and the ball bounced across 
the goalmouth, where it was cleared by 
Bradley.

The U.S. did not have a shot on goal 
in the first half.

“Venezuela played very well,’’ Arena 
said. “They had a game plan that I 
think we may see on Thursday, as well. 
Dropped off, defended spaces well, pres-
sured the ball and countered caught us 
on a set piece. We were very poor on a 
couple of set pieces tonight.’’

Pulisic tied the score after taking 

a pass from Johnson at the top of the 
penalty area. He took two touches 
with his right foot to create space from 
Christian Santos and beat goalkeeper 
Jose Contreras with a 16-yard left-
footed shot.

The U.S. had rainbow numbers on its 
red jerseys as part of an initiative with 
You Can Play Project, which promotes 
equality without regard for sexual ori-
entation and / or gender identity. The 
jerseys will be auctioned online for 
charity.

DeAndre Yedlin was at right back 
and Jorge Villafana at left back. Bradley 
was in defensive midfield and Pulisic in 
central midfield, flanked by Johnson on 
the right and Darlington Nagbe on the 
left. Dempsey and Bobby Wood headed 
the attack.

Yedlin, Johnson and Wood missed 
both March qualifiers because of inju-
ries.

The U.S. had rainbow numbers on its 
red jerseys as part of an initiative with 
You Can Play Project, which promotes 
equality without regard for sexual ori-
entation and/or gender identity. The 
jerseys will be auctioned online for 
charity.

Venezuela is last in South American 
qualifying with six points in 14 games 
and has been eliminated. About two 
hours after the end of the friendly, the 
U.S. and Venezuela met in the quar-
terfinals of the Under-20 World Cup at 
Jeonju, South Korea.

US, VENEZUELA PLAY TO TIE

United States forward Clint Dempsey (8) controls the ball as Venezuela’s José Manuel Velázquez, left, and Pablo 
Camacho (17) defend in the fi rst half during an international friendly match Saturday, June 3, 2017, in Sandy, Utah. 
 Associated Press / Rick Bowmer
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West Indies’ Sunil Narine  
 Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena, File

By Azad Ali
Off-spinner Sunil Narine remained 

the highest ranked West Indies bowl-
er in the latest ICC One-Day Interna-
tional Player rankings.

South Africa’s seam bowler Kagi-
son Rambada became the youngest 
player in nearly two decades to claim 
the number one spot.

In the latest rankings released last 
week, Trinidadian Narine dropped 
one place to fourth, and is still the 
only West Indies, bowler in the top 
10. 

The 29-year-old, however, has 
not played for West Indies since the 
three-match ODI series against Paki-
stan in the United Arab Emirat3es 
last October.

With West Indies failing to qualify 
for the Champions Trophy, his rank-
ing is expected to fall further.

Narine missed the One-Day Inter-
national series against England in 
March and Pakistan last month after 
failing to meet the eligibility require-
ment of making himself available for 
the Regional Super50 limited overs 
tournament.

One-Day International captain 
Jason Holder is the other West Indies 
player in the top 20, dropping one 
place to 17th in the latest rankings.

He and Narine are the only two 
Windies players in the top 50.

Narine still 
ranks high

Under 19
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

By Matt John
Good season, bad day.
The Nazareth baseball squad 

lost 9-3 to LaSalle in the Catholic 
High School Athletic Association 
“A” division championship game 
on June 2, falling short of their 
championship aspirations. The 
Kingsmen lost both games in the 
two-game series.

A terrific season didn’t end the 
way hoped it would, but there was 
no one in particular to blame; 
Nazareth just didn’t have it when 
it mattered the most.

“It just wasn’t our day,” said 
Nazareth coach Oggie Quiles. “The 
last two games weren’t our best, 
but we fought and we had to fight 
hard.”

Early-game fielding miscues 
cost Nazareth; the Cardinals didn’t 
get a single hit through the first 
two innings, but three errors made 
by Kingsmen infielders in the sec-
ond inning led to three runs for 
LaSalle, something Quiles men-
tioned after the game.

“The defense was a little shab-
by,” the coach said. “You have to 
play defense to win.”

LaSalle scored two more runs 
on a double and sacrifice fly in the 
top of the third inning, pushing 
the score to 5-0.

The Kingsmen’s bats woke up in 
the bottom of the third, when a tri-
ple by centerfielder Jordan Serrano 
knocked in leftfielder Shamariah 
McCullough to make the score 
5-1, but that would be the only run 
Nazareth would score until the 
final inning.

In the fifth inning, LaSalle’s 
batters continued to hit, knock-
ing in three more runs to make 
the score 8–1. In the top of the 
seventh, Cardinals third baseman 
Franklin Padilla smashed a triple 
to score leftfielder Jimmy Muniz to 
make the score 9–1.

The Kingsmen didn’t go down 
without a fight. In the bottom 
of the seventh and with the title 
in doubt, shortstop-relief pitch-
er Nicholas Castell hit a triple 
to knock in catcher Mike Silva. 
McCullough followed that up with 
a single to score Castell. But it was 
too little, too late; First baseman 
Andre Westbrooks struck swing-
ing, and the Kingsmen’s season 
was over.

Nazareth won the title last sea-
son with a senior-heavy roster and 
had lost seven of their starters from 
last spring. This season ended in 
heartbreak, but Quiles was more 
than happy with his team’s per-
formance overall, particularly after 

Nazareth’s struggles earlier in the 
season.

“We struggled out of the gate 
a little bit and they fought to get 

here,” he said. “We won nine, ten 
in a row to get here. I’m really 
proud of what they’ve done.”

is group of seniors that we have 

here this is their fourth [year] in 
the championship,” Quiles said. 
“I’m really proud of them for what 
they have done.”

Coming up short: Nazareth falls in title game

Silver lining: The Nazareth baseball team came up short of repeating as city champs, but 
the theam was still proud of its success this season.  Oggie Quiles
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Honorees 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 4th Annual 
Caribbean American Healthcare 

Awards

Please visit https://2017caribbeanhealthcare.eventbrite.com
Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

Paradise Caterers
51 Ave. U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Between West 11th & West 12th
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