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One dead, roofs off and 
flooding in Trinidad, GrenadaYouth designer honored

Nine-year-old Sappire Autumn Rose is presented with the Golden Arrowhead of 
Achievement Youth Award by Barbara Atherly, consul general of Guyana to New 
York. See story on Page 3.
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

By Nelson A. King
As the United States 

Deferred Actions for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program, oth-
erwise known as the “Dream 
Program”, marks its fifth 
anniversary, Brooklyn Con-
gresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
is urging the United States 
Congress to pass legislation 
that would grant permanent 
status for Caribbean and other 
“Dreamers.”

“Since DACA was created 
in 2012, more than 750,000 
young women and men have 
used the program to expand 
their participation in our civil 
society, attend college, and 
start careers, all in the pur-
suit of the American Dream. 
Their contributions have been 
invaluable and their remark-
able stories are now stitched 

into the fabric of this nation,” 
said Congresswoman Yvette D. 
Clarke, the daughter of Jamai-
can immigrants.

“But the DACA program 
remains under threat,” Clarke, 
who represents the 9th Con-
gressional District in Brooklyn 
told Caribbean Life on Sat-
urday. “DACA recipients have 
been unlawfully arrested by 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officials 
and needlessly detained. 

“We cannot, in good con-
science, allow Donald Trump 
to undermine their expecta-
tions or diminish their con-
tributions,” she continued. 
“Congress must act to secure 
their permanent status in the 
United States.” 

According to new memo-
randums issued by the Trump 

administration Thursday 
night, President Trump will 
not immediately eliminate 
protections for the so-called 
“Dreamers,” undocumented 
immigrants who came to the 
United States as small chil-
dren.

But White House officials 
said on Friday that Trump had 
not made a decision about the 
long-term fate of the program 
and might yet follow through 
on a campaign pledge to take 
away work permits from the 
immigrants or deport them.

However, the US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
has announced that it would 
continue the Obama-era pro-
gram intended to protect those 
immigrants from deportation 
and provide them with work 

Give Caribbean ‘Dreamers’ permanent status: Clarke

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
Grenada and its smaller fam-

ily islands as well as the Dutch 
dependencies of Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curacao were spared the 
wrath of Tropical Storm Bret 
as it roared through the Car-
ibbean and northern South 
American countries this week, 
dumping tons of rain, snarling 
traffic, cancelling commercial 
flights and closing govern-
ment and private sector offices 
in one of the earliest storms of 
an annual hurricane season in 
recent memory.

But Trinidad which had 
always been in the pathway of 
this early fact of nature, was 
not so lucky as Bret ripped off 
the roofs of nearly 100 homes 
mostly in south, central and 
east Trinidad, felled trees and 
utility poles, damaged and 
blacked out the electricity grid 
and left homes under water. No 
serious injuries were reported. 
One man died after falling off 
a makeshift bridge, hitting his 
head in the process.

“Thank God,” said a clearly 

relieved Prime Minister Keith 
Rowley who is already trying to 
steer the oil and gas-rich twin 
island republic with Tobago 
back to economic prosperity 
after years of poor governance 
decisions and shocks from rel-
atively low oil and gas prices.

“This was a serious storm 
but everything was in place 
and I just want to thank every-
body who did everything that 
they were supposed to do. But, 
most important, Thank God,” 
the Trinidad Express quoted 
Energy Minister Rohan Sinan-
an as saying as it weakened as 
it headed to the Dutch Carib-
bean as a severely weakened 
depression that came much 
too early.

The annual hurricane sea-
son usually starts on June, 
1 and runs until the end of 
November. The region brac-
es for strong storms mostly 
around and after August.

Nearby Barbados which was 
also on storm alert hardly bat-
ted an eyelid as locals tracked 

Continued on Page 6
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By Tangerine Clarke
After more than 40 years in the 

field of mass communication and pho-
tojournalism that began in his home-
land of Grenada, Associate Editor of 
Caribbean Life newspaper, Michael 
Kevin Williams, an unsung hero, who 
works feverishly to ensure Caribbean 
Life is on the newsstand in a time-
ly manner received a well-deserved 
honor from the Guyana Tri-State Alli-
ance.

Last Friday, June 16, Williams, who 
began his career in 1997 at Grenada’s 
largest Torchlight newspaper, back 
then, received the Golden Arrowhead 
of Achievement Award of Achieve-
ment and Distinction — the fourth 
highest award in the Order of Service 
of Guyana, a citation from Brooklyn 
Borough President Eric Adams, and 
a Congressional Service Award from 
Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, dur-
ing Guyana’s 51st Anniversary of Inde-
pendence commemoration organized 
by the alliance at Brooklyn Borough 
Hall. 

Williams, a Brooklyn resident who 
has served more that 10 years, assists 
the managing editor in an editorial 
capacity including the written and 
visual presentation of the editorial 
section. He is also the content edi-
tor for the newspaper’s website carib-
beanlifenews.com.

Before joining Caribbean Life news-
paper in 2006 — the largest, free, 
Caribbean publication in the United 
States, Williams worked for the Gre-
nada Public Service as an informa-
tion officer and later seconded to the 
Free West Indian newspaper — a 
state-owned West Indian Publishing 

Caribbean 
Life associate 

editor 
honored 

By Tangerine Clarke
The Guyana Tri-State Alliance’s 

theme of unity and togetherness was 
expressed during the commemora-
tion of Guyana’s 51st Anniversary of 
Independence, under the patronage 
of Brooklyn Borough President, Eric 
Adams and Councilmember Dr. Math-
ieu Eugene at Brooklyn Borough Hall 
on June 16. 

The organization which celebrated 
its 26th year of hosting the event, 
presented the Golden Arrowhead of 
Achievement to Guyanese and a Grena-
dian, who have made significant con-
tributions to the community. Citations 
from Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams, Congressional Service Awards 
from Congresswoman Yvette Clarke 
and Citations from Councilmember 
Mathieu Eugene were also presented 
to citizens.

The awardees are: Pandit Chune-
lall Narine, Karen Gray, David Correia, 
Mercedes Pierre, Dr. Kamini Doobay, 
Jacqueline Gulstone, Phd. Allison But-
ters-Grant, Brian Singh, Cloyette Har-
ris-Stoute, Romola Lucas, Esq. Imam 
Rudy Zaman, Bishop Robin Diannan-
auth, Sydney Mahadeo, and Grenadian-
born Michael Kevin Williams, associate 
editor of Caribbean Life newspaper, a 
honorary Guyanese.

Nine-year-old Sapphire Autumn 
Rose received the Golden Arrowhead of 
Achievement Youth Award for her excel-
lence. She is the creator of D’Obvious 
fashion collection.

Guyanese and friends who enjoyed 
a mixed piano melodies and African 
drumming before the celebration 

began, were reminded to be united for 
the betterment of their community, by 
the Hon. Eric Adams, Brooklyn Bor-
ough president, who delivered a sting-
ing speech on division in the com-
munity, stating that it was imperative 
that Guyanese focus their attention and 
energies on unity.

“This community is too strong, too 
great, and too powerful to allow petty 
differences to divide you. You fought 
for your independence 51 years now 
because your contribution is honorable, 
said Adams who reminded nationals 
that America is the only country in the 
world that would not allow nationals 
to abandon their cultural beliefs, but 
encourage the hyphen between Ameri-
ca and the other country because of the 
fusion that makes ‘us great,’” he said.

“Brooklyn will stay united. One coun-
try one Brooklyn,” said the politician.

Councilmember Mathieu Eugene, 
who always refers to himself as a Guy-
anese, acknowledged the work of the 
Tri-State Alliance, and was vocal about 
Guyanese constituents calling on the 
government to offer opportunities for 
their children who are the future of the 
society.

The councilman reminded compa-
triots of the discipline they adhere to 
wile growing up in their homeland, 
stating - “We must stand together for 
a better quality of life for our children,” 
said Eugene.

And while acknowledging Guyana’s 
51st year as an independent nation, 
and the struggles Guyanese overcame 
after three hundred and fifty years of 
Colonial rule, Consul General Barbara 

Atherly applauded the awardees of doc-
tors, lawyers, CEO, entrepreneurs, and 
religious leaders, for their proactive 
nature to do something for others, for 
country, and for self.

The diplomat encouraged Guyanese 
to continue to invest in their homeland, 
in areas of remigration, personal remit-
tances, shipments, and the establish-
ment of various overseas-based chapter 
and organizations — ways to grow Guy-
ana, she said.

“I wish to encourage Guyanese in the 
Diaspora, to contribute to the develop-
ment of our homeland. Recipients, we 
recognize your contributions to the 
growth and development of our country 
by awarding you the Golden Arrowhead 
of Achievement. It represents a lasting 
memento of your patriotism, discipline, 
and dedication to duty, which facilitates 
unity and security for generations to 
come, in peace, happiness and pros-
perity of Guyana,” said Atherly, who 
thanked the Tri-State Alliance for its 
contribution.

President of the Tri-State Alliance, 
Patricia Jordon-Langford in turn said 
Guyanese are filled with hope and 
expectations of significant changes in 
the economic future of Guyana, and 
the shaping of a land that is filled with 
promise of a nation growing towards 
honesty, integrity, self-esteem and most 
of all unity.

“Today let us renew our national 
spirit, our legacy and hospitality, unity 
and togetherness handed down to us by 
our ancestors that is our birthright,” 
said Jordon-Langford,” who congratu-
lated the awardees.

Guyana’s independence celebrated 
with culture, honors at Boro Hall

President of the Guyana Tri-State Alliance, Patricia Jordon-Langford, Councilmember Mathieu Eugene, and Con-
sul General of Guyana to New York, Hon. Barbara Atherly, join members of the organization and awardees.  
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Grenadian-born Michael K. Wil-
liams, joined by his daughter Kar-
lene, holds a Golden Arrowhead 
fl ag of Guyana after becoming an 
honorary member of the Guya-
nese community. Photo by Tangerine 

Clarke

Continued on Page 30
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Caribbean
The Group General Manager at Ocean 

Hotels in Barbados, Patricia Affonso-
Dass is the new president of the Carib-
bean Hotel and Tourism Association 
at the Association’s Annual General 
Meeting, held alongside the Caribbean 
Hospitality Industry Exchange Forum 
(CHIEF) and Taste of the Caribbean at 
the Hyatt Regency in Miami recently.

Affonso-Dass, a graduate of Flori-
da International University’s School of 
Hospitality and Tourism Management, 
serves as president-
elect for the next year 
before taking over the 
presidency of the travel 
trade association next 
summer from current 
incumbent Karolin Troubetzkoy, exec-
utive director of the renowned Jade 
Mountain and Anse Chastanet resorts 
in St. Lucia.

He has been the president of both 
the Tourism and Hospitality Associa-
tion of Guyana and the Barbados Hotel 
and Tourism Association and runs the 
Ocean Hotels group, a family-owned 
company located on the south coast of 
Barbados with three unique hotels. 

Affonso-Dass will serve the associa-
tion as president for two years after 
Troubetzkoy’s tenure ends next year. 

Barbados
Hotels in Barbados have seen an 

increase in package demand with nearly 
a 15 percent growth in 2016. 

This is according to the Expedia 
group, one of the world’s leading travel 
companies.

Package bookings, 
which combine com-
ponents like flights 
and hotels, typically 
capture the atten-
tion of higher qual-
ity travelers that spend money, have 
longer lengths of stay, book further in 
advance. 

Some destinations within Barbados 
that experienced increases in package 
demand in 2016 included Christ Church 
with nearly 30 percent year-on-year and 
St Peters with nearly 50 percent.

New data from the Expedia group 

also. Indicate that the United States 
remains the key feeder market for Bar-
bados with a reported growth of more 
than 20 percent year-on-year in 2016, 
followed by Canada with more than 15 
percent and Brazil with nearly 25 per-
cent year-on-year.

According to the Barbados Hotel and 
Tourism Board, the destination wel-
comed more than 630,000 tourists in 
2016- a 6.7 percent increase compared 
to 2015.

Expedia reported that the top source 
markets for Barbados came from the 
United States, followed by Canada, UK 
and other Caribbean markets.

 
Grenada

An oil exploration campaign is set to 
begin in the coming months in Grena-
dian waters.

Prime Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell 

announced during a national address 
that a search for oil is expected to start 
within months.

He said the government of Grena-
da has granted the Global Petroleum 
Group (GPG) authorization to conduct 
a seismic survey on the island and the 
group has identified “the most prospec-
tive geographical fea-
tures offering greatest 
exploration and eco-
nomic potential.”

“They have prepared 
all the engineering 
and logistical plans for the exploratory 
drilling campaign, engaged all the con-
tractors, subcontractors and vendors 
necessary, and are on the verge of com-
mencing the exploratory drilling cam-
paign within the next month or two,” 
Mitchell said.

At present, Grenada does not pro-

duce oil.
The prime minister said the achieve-

ments to date represent the furthest 
any company conducting petroleum 
exploration in Grenada has ever reached 
— and the quest continues, with future 
prospects in sight.

Guyana
Guyana govern-

ment said it will be 
seeking advice before 
making any decision 
to set up an oil refin-
ery in the South American country.

Minister of State Joseph Harmon said 
after the minister of natural resources 
receives the advice, he will bring a 
memorandum to Cabinet upon which 
“we will cogitate and make a decision 
that is in the best interest of the people 

Destination Christ Church
Several tourists enjoy Rockley beach, in the resort town of Rockley, in the parish Christ Church, Barbados.

Associated Press / Chris Brandis

Continued on Page 16
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the path of the storm as it veered away 
from the region’s most easterly island. 
Down south in Guyana and Suriname 
rain pounded those countries on Mon-
day causing isolated flooding in parts 
of the interior and a bit on the coast. 
This is even as both countries are in 
the midst of its annual mid year rainy 
season.

But Trinidad which like fellow Carib-
bean Community nations Guyana and 
Suriname that are thought to be out 
of the normal path of hurricanes, was 
by mid week cleaning up, having been 
reminded that climate and weather 
patterns might be changing.

The Caroni, Guaracara, Godineau 
and Cipero rivers all overflowed their 
banks, causing flooding. Furniture and 
other household items floated down 
streets in some areas but officials said 
small monetary grants will be avail-
able to help people recover and settle 
down.

While taking to social media to dis-
cuss being stranded, airline passengers 
accepted the fact that major regional 
carriers like LIAT and Caribbean Air-
lines were forced to cancel nearly 60 
flights but quickly mobilized to resume 
once the worst of the storm had passed 

and clearances given by air traffic con-
trollers.

Bret was the earliest named storm 
spotted so far east. At its worst, wind 
gusts had reached 50 miles per hour. 
The US National Weather Service 
deemed Bret an oddball because it 
had formed much farther south in the 
Atlantic than usual.

Weather experts also say that the 
region must be prepared for the unu-
sual as they hark back to another 
extreme. In November 1999 Hurricane 
Lenny, moving from west to east rather 
than the other way around, pounded 
Dutch St. Maarten as the season rolled 
to an end as warm Atlantic waters 
which feed hurricanes were cooling.

Storm Bret 
leaves its mark

Continued from Page 1 

permits so they can find legal employ-
ment.

A fact sheet posted on the depart-
ment’s website says that immigrants 
enrolled in the 2012 program, “will 
continue to be eligible” to renew every 
two years, and notes that “no work per-
mits will be terminated prior to their 
current expiration dates.” 

A news release from the depart-
ment said flatly that “the June 15, 
2012, memorandum that created the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA) program will remain in 
effect.”

But officials at the White House and 
the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) said on Friday that those state-
ments were intended only to clarify 
that immigrants enrolled in the DACA 
program would not immediately be 
affected by a separate action officially 
ending a similar program for undocu-
mented immigrants whose children are 
citizens or legal permanent residents, 
according to the New York Times. 

“There has been no final determi-
nation made about the DACA pro-
gram, which the president has stressed 
needs to be handled with compassion 
and with heart,” said Jonathan Hoff-
man, the assistant secretary for public 
affairs at the department. 

He added that John F. Kelly, DHS 
secretary, “has noted that Congress is 

the only entity that can provide a long-
term solution to this issue.”

Immigration rights activists, who 
have fiercely battled Trump’s travel ban 
and increased enforcement of other 
immigration laws, initially hailed the 
announcement, calling it a surprising 
turn of events from Trump, the Times 
said. 

“This is a big victory for Dream-
ers amid months of draconian and 
mean-spirited immigration enforce-
ment policy,” said David Leopold, an 
immigration lawyer. “The preservation 
of DACA is a tribute to the strength of 
the Dreamer movement.”

But after the White House clarified 
its intent, activists expressed regret, 
according to the Times.

Leopold said in a second statement 
that “it’s no surprise that Trump would 
quickly walk back the preservation of 
DACA.” 

Leopold said the Trump adminis-
tration was trying to “cynically pit 
800,000 Dreamers against the rest of 
the 11 million undocumented immi-
grants.”

A decision to maintain the DACA pro-
gram would be a reversal from Trump’s 
anti-immigrant language during the 
campaign and would disappoint some 
of the president’s most ardent sup-
porters, who view the program started 
President Obama as an illegal grant of 
amnesty, the Times said. 

Protecting ‘Dreamers’
Continued from Page 1 

Parts of Grenville, St. Andrew’s in 
Grenada were fl ooded as a result of 
Tropical Storm Bret.
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By Alexandra Simon
They can now call it home!
Dozens of candidates for 

citizenship became American 
citizens at a naturalization cer-
emony at the historic Wyckoff 
House Museum in East Flat-
bush on June 15. Many of the 
new nationals were thrilled to 
reach this accomplishment, 
particularly those who waited 
many years, said one woman 
who came to the United States 
from Trinidad and Tobago. 

“I feel wonderful — it’s 
been a long time coming,” said 
Vanessa Rawlins. “I should’ve 
done it a long time ago but bet-
ter later than never, and it’s a 
great feeling.”

Rawlins came to the states 
as a child in the late seventies, 
and said seeing her parents 
thrive inspired her to follow 
their footsteps and make the 
country her permanent home 
because it was the country 
where she grew up.

“My parents brought us here 
when we were young and taught 
us to prosper wherever we are, 
and they made it here and they 

really did well as people coming 
from the West Indies with pret-
ty much no educational back-
ground,” said Rawlins. “The 
way I saw how they were able 
to prosper, I figured I’m going 
to do same thing for myself 
because I have children, and a 
grandson, and this is best place 

to be on earth.”
About 49 people originating 

from 20 countries read the oath 
of allegiance to fulfil the last 
step in the citizenship process. 
Many were from the Caribbean, 
hailing from Barbados, Domi-
nica, Dominican Republic, Gre-
nada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent and Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Having the ceremony at the 
Wyckoff House was an appro-
priate place to hold the cere-
mony because it was one of the 
oldest houses in the country, 
built in 1652 by a Dutch settler 
who immigrated to then for-
merly called New Amsterdam, 
said Melissa Branfman, execu-
tive director of the museum. It 
also represents one of the finest 
symbols of immigration in the 
borough, she added.

“Today the house remains 
a part of a vibrant and diverse 
community of immigrants and 
in past decade we have wel-
comed 150 new citizens here to 
take the same oath and become 
naturalized citizens, today you 

join them,” said Branfman. “We 
share with you the past of this 
house and its inhabitants, so do 
we celebrate our shared future 
together as fellow citizens.”

Each new citizen stood up 
to represent their country and 
read their oath with United 
States District Judge Vera M. 
Scanlon, who echoed Branf-

man.
“I hope you’re proud to cel-

ebrate your new citizenship at a 
place with so much history kept 
alive,” she said. 

She encouraged the natu-
ralized citizens to learn more 
about the old house and use 
the full potential of their new 
rights to their benefit. 

New citizens

My fellow Americans: United States District Court Judge 
Vera M. Scanlon speaks to 49 candidates for citizenship at 
the Wyckoff House Museum in East Flatbush. 
 Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

Proud: A happy Delores 
Christen Clarke from Jamai-
ca poses with her son and 
certifi cate, after becoming 
a naturalized citizen at a cer-
emony on June 15. Community 

News Group / Alexandra Simon

Dozens become official Americans at East 
Flatbush naturalization ceremony
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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By Tharanga Yakupitiyage
UNITED NATIONS, June 

22, 2017 (IPS) - Opioids are 
among the most devastating 
drugs and are creating a cri-
sis of epidemic proportions, 
said the UN drug agency.

In its annual World Drug 
Report, the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
found concerning trends in 
drug use around the world.

In 2015, an estimated 
quarter of a billion people 
used drugs at least once. Of 
these, almost 30 million suf-
fered from drug use disor-
ders including dependence. 
UNODC found that opio-
ids were the most harmful 
drug type, accounting for 70 
percent of negative health 
impacts associated with 
drug use disorders world-
wide, and its production is 
only increasing.

“[Opioid use] is a really 
dramatic epidemic…they 
are really, in terms of bur-
den of disease, at the top 
of the scale,” said UNODC’s 
Chief of Drug Prevention 
and Health Branch Gilberto 
Gerra to IPS.

The use of opioids, 
including heroin, morphine, 
and fentanyl, heighten the 
risks of acquiring diseases 
such as HIV or hepatitis C 
through unsafe injecting 
practices as well as over-
doses and death.

Globally, there are an 
estimated minimum of 
190,000 premature deaths 
related to drugs that were 
mostly avoidable. A large 
proportion of those deaths 
is attributed to the use of 
opioids.

Though affects many 
countries in the world, the 
opioid crisis is particular-
ly prevalent in the United 
States.

Mostly driven by opioids, 

approximately one quarter 
of the estimated drug-relat-
ed deaths worldwide occur 
in the U.S.

Overdose deaths in the 
North American nation 
more than tripled from 
almost 17,000 to over 52,000 
annually between 1999 and 
2015, and increased by 11 
percent in the past year 
alone, reaching the highest 
level ever recorded.

In fact, more Americans 
died from the misuse of opi-
oids in 2016 than in the 
entirety of the Vietnam War, 
noted Gerra.

In the state of Maryland, 
opioid-related deaths quad-
rupled since 2010 and deaths 
from fentanyl increased 
38-fold in the past decade. 
In response to the crisis, 
Governor Larry Hogan 
declared a state of emer-
gency, stating: “We need to 
treat this crisis the exact 
same way we would treat 
any other state emergen-
cy…this is about taking an 
all-hands-on-deck approach 
so that together we can save 
the lives of thousands of 
Marylanders.”

Though some states have 
begun the place restric-
tions on the accessibility 
of pharmaceutical opioids, 
including a Florida bill that 
aims to restrict painkiller 
prescriptions to a five-day 
supply, Gerra stressed the 
importance of focusing on 

not only supply, but also the 
demand side of opioids.

“If so many people are 
consuming this opioid 
medication including legal 
opioids from the pharmacy, 
when you restrict the phar-
macy’s opioid medication, 
they will start to turn to 
things like heroin,” he told 
IPS.

In the U.S., heroin use 
has increased significantly, 
and the Centers for Disease 
Control has suggested that 
it is linked to prescription 
opioid abuse.

“There needs to be a big 
reflection on this issue in 
North America,” Gerra said.

However, the potential 
changes in healthcare in 
the U.S. may impact access 
to treatment.

In particular, the current 
health care bill proposes 
cuts to expanded Medic-
aid, which is used by many 
states hardest hit by the opi-
oid epidemic to boost their 
response by paying for med-
ication, therapy, and other 
treatment services.

Health advocates criti-
cised the proposed cuts dur-
ing President Trump’s first 
meeting of the President’s 
Commission on Combating 
Drug Addiction and the Opi-
oid Crisis which is charged 
with finding solutions for 
the epidemic.

“If we make it harder for 
people to get health care 
coverage, it is going to 
make this crisis worse,” said 
North Carolina’s Governor 
Roy Cooper.

A similar scenario is 
found around the world as 
availability of and access to 
treatment of drug use disor-
ders remain limited. Fewer 
than one in six persons 
with drug use disorders are 

By Rev. Daryl G. Bloodsaw
The city is proposing to 

transform the Bedford-Union 
Armory in Crown Heights into a 
new recreational center, afford-
able office space and housing. 
After years of seeing the armo-
ry sit vacant and unused, this 
plan would finally reclaim the 
site as a crucial resource for the 
Crown Heights community.

Under the city’s proposal, 50 
percent of the mixed-income 
rental housing in the project 
would be affordable. In other 
words, 165 of the building’s 
330 apartments would serve 
low- and middle-income house-
holds, including many long-
time Crown Heights residents.

Some activists and construc-
tion unions want to block the 
plan, claiming it should offer 
housing only for the lowest-
income New Yorkers and be 
built using only union labor. 
They argue that unless these 
demands are met, the entire 
plan should be scrapped.

But in this case, mixed-
income housing is actually bet-
ter for Crown Heights than a 
100% low-income plan. Here’s 
why.

First, while there is a great 
need for low-income hous-
ing, the reality is that we need 
more of both low- and mid-
dle-income options in Crown 
Heights. Believe it or not, there 
are indeed families of color 
in our community making 
$75,000 or $100,000 per year. 
Families with teachers, police 
officers or many other profes-
sions can be found throughout 
Crown Heights. The tragedy is 
that they don’t qualify for low-

income housing and in many 
cases can’t afford the market 
rate. The armory plan will serve 
them as well as those making 
$40,000 per year or less.

Arguing that low-income 
housing is the only kind of 
housing that benefits black 
and brown New Yorkers is 
short-sighted and it is simply 
not true. What should Crown 
Heights tell its young men and 
women of color after they gain 
middle-class jobs and want to 
stay here or come back to raise 
families? That they are no long-
er welcome?

Second, we must under-
stand that mixed-income hous-
ing will play a crucial role in 
keeping the armory’s planned 
recreational center affordable 
— and sustainable — for gen-
erations to come. The recrea-
tional center will include new 
basketball courts, indoor fields 
and a swimming pool. It will 
cost millions of dollars each 
year to maintain this facili-
ty and its free and low-cost 
programming for community 
members.

Crown Heights residents — 
particularly low-income fami-
lies — have lacked access to 
quality athletic facilities for far 
too long. We want the new 
rec center to be open as many 
hours as possible and for free 
and low-cost programming 
available at all times. But with-
out the revenue generated by 
market-rate apartments under 
a mixed-income plan, it will be 
impossible to sustain the rec 
center and ensure that it truly 
serves everyone in our com-

Armory plan is right 
for Crown Heights

OP-EDS

‘Big reflection’ needed 
on opioid crisis

In fact, more 
Americans died 
from the misuse 

of opioids in 2016 
than in the entirety 

of the Vietnam 
War, noted Gerra
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One of the best bargains of 
the year comes every summer 
when City Parks announces 
its free, series of music, dance, 
films and theater. Already in 
full swing in many of the neigh-
borhood parks in all five bor-
oughs, the biggest and longest 
announced Brooklyn’s Celebrate 
Brooklyn Festival in Prospect 
Park.

“We are thrilled to announce 
the 39th summer season of the 
BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! Festi-
val at the Prospect Park Band-
shell,” Jack Walsh, BRIC’s VP of 
performing arts and exec pro-
ducer of the festival said. “This 
special season features over fifty 
celebrated artists from around 
the world and around the block 
— across the genres of music, 
dance, and film — that illumi-
nate the vibrant cultures that 
make our borough so unique.”

“We invite everyone to come 
together at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell as these artists take 
our stage to compel, intrigue, 
entertain and uplift us,” he 
added. 

Revered as New York City’s 
longest-running summer out-
door performance festival, when 
it began in 1979 it was regarded 

to be ‘a catalyst for a burgeoning 
Brooklyn performing arts scene, 
and to bring people back into 
the park after years of neglect.” 

The festival has presented 
celebrated global music icons, 
legendary jazz artists, chart-top-
ping indie bands, gravity-defy-
ing dance troupes, large-scale 
film projects and even a virtual 
reality performance, becoming 
one of the city’s foremost cul-
tural attractions and a beloved 
summer tradition that draws 
a diverse audience upwards of 
200,000 each season. 

“As one of the leading lights 
of New York City’s vast cultural 
offerings, the world-class Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival will 
once again deliver a summer full 
of outstanding free performanc-
es by extraordinary and diverse 
artists,” Leslie Schultz, presi-
dent of BRIC said. 

“We believe it is especially 
important to use artistic plat-
forms to reaffirm the very basis 

of what Brooklyn and America 
is — a welcoming supercollider 
of ideas and cultures, informing 
and enriching each other.” 

This year marks the 150th 
anniversary of Prospect Park, 
and BRIC will celebrate the 
milestone. On the evening of 
July 28, Andrew Bird and Espe-
ranza Spaulding will honor the 
park’s “sesquicentennial and 
the entire Brooklyn community 
that makes the park so vibrant,” 
Sue Donoghue, Prospect Park 
Administrator and President of 
the Prospect Park Alliance said.

The full season lineup con-
sists of artists from Brooklyn 
and around the world — across 
the U.S., the Caribbean, Latin 
America, the Middle East, Africa 
and Europe. They include: Pha-
roah Sanders (June 23) Nata-
sha Diggs (June 24), Chronixx 
/ Chop & Quench / Laolu NYC 
(July 8), Robert Randolph & The 
Family Band / Eric Krasno (July 
13), and Quantic / Tei Shi / Álex 

Anwandter (July 14) Admiral T 
/ Tabou Combo / DJ Spike T.I. 
(July 29), and Youssou N’Dour / 
Yacouba Sissoko (Aug. 12). 

The music of Guadeloupe, 
Haiti and Jamaica represent the 
Caribbean’s diverse sounds.

The Guardian reported that 
“Chronixx is one of Kingston’s 
hottest new artists, “moderniz-

ing reggae staples and breathing 
new life into the roots reggae 
movement.”

His style recalls the Rasta-
farian golden age of the 1970s 
with uplifting, consciousness-
raising lyrics set to deep, swoon-
ing rhythms. 

Free boro-wide entertainment in City Parks

Chronixx performing at Roy Wilkins Park in Queens.  
 Toni Dubois

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 12



12    Caribbean Life, June 23–29, 2017 BQ

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

munity.
Third, the mixed-income housing 

plan for the Bedford-Union Armory 
would put low-income, middle-income 
and market-rate households together 
under the same roof, all with access to 
the same amenities. That is the kind 
of development Crown Heights should 
have. This is important because many 
New Yorkers have opposed so-called 
“poor door buildings,” where developers 
create one building for wealthier mar-
ket rate residents and a separate build-
ing for low- or middle-income residents. 
This kind of opposition is a good thing. 
When New Yorkers of all backgrounds, 
ethnicities and income levels live in the 
same building, we all benefit.

Finally, when it comes to the armory 
opponents’ argument for union con-
struction, it is widely known that build-
ing all-union would be too expensive 
to provide any low or middle-income 
apartments. More importantly, build-
ing with union labor makes it much 
harder to provide jobs for members of 
our Crown Heights community.

It is time to revitalize the Bedford-
Union Armory and make it work for all 
of Crown Heights’ families. The city’s 
plan would accomplish that.

The Rev. Daryl G. Bloodsaw is pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Crown 
Heights.

Armory plan
Continued from Page 10 

provided with treatment each year, 
UNODC found.

Gerra highlighted the importance 
of treatment, pointing to the need for 
personalised interventions and close 
supervision by doctors or therapists in 
order to avoid opioid misuse.

He also added that people possess-
ing drugs for personal consumption 
should not be criminalised as it steers 
them away from seeking treatment for 
fear of punishment.

Though approaches to global 
drug policy have been contentious 
and diverse, countries in the General 
Assembly session on the world drug 
problem (UNGASS) in 2016 unani-
mously agreed for the first time to a 

people-centered approach which sees 
the drug problem as a health disor-
der rather than a criminal or moral 
issue.

“We cannot respond to people 
trapped by drugs with a punitive 
approach. We have to tell them that we 
are here, we are aware of your condi-
tion and behaviour, you are aware that 
you are in trouble, please come and we 
will do what we can to help you and 
your family to overcome this problem 
in a very humane and human-rights, 
science-based way,” Gerra told IPS.

Gerra called for a continuum of care 
approach to help keep people using 
drugs like heroin safe through serv-
ices like needle exchange programs 
and to provide long-term accessible 
and affordable treatment once users 

are ready.
“No one should be left behind in 

the delivery of prevention and treat-
ment interventions,” UNODC said in 
its report.

Gerra noted that prevention is by 
far the most cost-effective interven-
tion in the long run, but approaches 
must be science-based in order to be 
effective.

“People don’t understand that there 
is a science behind prevention—they 
continue to use initiatives that are 
well-intentioned but completely not 
science-based [and] then they say 
prevention is not working,” he said, 
pointing to science-based methodolo-
gies such as life skills education and 
drug education to children.

The globally agreed Sustainable 
Development Goals, whose motto is 
to leave no one behind, includes a tar-
get to strengthen the prevention and 
treatment of substance abuse.

Prescription opioid abuse
Continued from Page 10 

Admiral T was born on the island of 
Guadeloupe. 

At the age of 16, he joined the DJ 
collective Karukera Sound System, 
introducing the world to his “unique 
fusion of dancehall, reggae, and soca 
music.”

Five albums later, he is one of the 
most celebrated dancehall artists of 
the French-speaking world, bringing 

his trademark radiance and positivity 
to every performance. 

Haitian compas band Tabou 
Combo is expected to enthrall audi-
ences with their deep, merengue-
meets-funk sound. DJ Spike T.I. will 
start the revelry.

Renowned choreographer Garth 
Fagan joins the lineup on June 30 
when his dance company celebrates 
its 45th season.

Born in Jamaica and educated in 
Detroit, Fagan has changed the land-
scape of movement with his inno-
vative blend of modern dance, bal-
let, Afro-Caribbean and social dance. 
According to the LA Times, “He 
“fuses technical virtuosity with con-
ceptual depth by imbuing his work 
with the characters, issues, and cul-
tural climate of his surroundings.”

He is widely acclaimed for choreo-
graphing the Broadway musical “The 
Lion King.”

Catch You On The Inside!

Free entertainment
Continued from Page 11 
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BEGIN YOUR NURSING CAREER WITH UNIVERSAL TRAINING INSTITUTE

 Licensed Practical Nurse’s Program
 Job Placement Programs
 Approved by Dept. of Labor & NJ Dept. of Health
 Full-Time & Part-Time Programs Available

Enrolling Now

Financial Aid Availablewww.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861732-826-0155

Day and Evening Classes Begin 
September 18, 2017, 
REGISTER NOW at 
www.universaluti.com
OPEN HOUSE 
JULY 22, 2017 9AM-3PM

By George Alleyne
Storm clouds are building 

in Barbados as workers repre-
sentatives along with the private 
sector denounce planned mas-
sive tax increases, and one trade 
union threatens a mass march if 
government does not repeal the 
measures.

At the end of May government 
introduced the 2017-18 budget 
with $542 (Bar$1 = 50 cents US) 
in revenue-enhancing measures 
beginning July 01.

Among those measures is a 
two percent across-the-board tax 
on all foreign exchange transac-
tions conducted by anyone on 
the island. This means that the 
levy will be placed on all activities 
involving buying United States or 
any other foreign currency from 
dealers, wire transfers, and for 
credit card purchases.

Another of the measures 
aimed at boosting revenue is 
an increase in a National Social 
Responsibility Levy (NSRL) on 
all imports from two per cent to 
10 per cent.

Barbados is an importer with 
more than 70 percent of its 
goods and with a similar fig-
ure for inputs to its services, 
so the combined effect of a de 

facto devaluation of the dollar 
and a massive increase in one of 
its sweeping import taxes would 
make it more expensive to pur-
chase items abroad.

The National Union of Pub-
lic Workers, the island’s second 
strongest union, over the week-
end announced that it was giving 
government until July 01, the 
implementation date for the new 
levies, to withdraw these taxes or 
its more than 9,000 strong mem-
bers will take to the streets in a 
march of protest.

This union has been in negoti-
ations with government for a pay 
increase for members whose sal-
aries were not raised since 2009. 

“In light of the challenges, 
the union is calling for the Min-
ister of Finance and Economic 
Affairs Christopher Sinckler to 
either immediately repeal the tax 
measures, or to institute a cop-
ing subsidy for public servants 
until salary negotiations have 
been concluded,” said NUPW 
President Akanni McDowall after 
emerging from a union executive 
council meeting.

He added, “failing a response 
to the union’s concerns, permis-
sion has been given for the union 
to take industrial action to pro-

tect the interests of its members 
and the wider citizenry of Bar-
bados”.

Finance Minister Chris Sin-
ckler responded to the union’s 
threat by saying that because 
of government’s dire financial 
circumstances the alternative to 
the new tax measures is to send 
home public workers.

“There are a growing number 
of persons out there who believe 
that government should immedi-
ately and substantially reduce the 
size of the public sector, especial-
ly its wages bill ...it simply means 
that government should send 
home thousands of public serv-
ants from the service,” Sinckler 
was reported saying Monday.

While the Finance Minister 
spoke of sending home public 
workers as an alternative to the 
new taxes, the Barbados Renew-
able Energy Association, that 
promotes the use of renewable 
energy across the island, stated 
that some members may have to 
lay off staff because of the new 
levies.

And in begging for a tax ease 
on its members, the Barbados 
International Business Associa-
tion (BIBA) President Gregory 
McConnie said that the increase 

in the NSRL added to, “the nat-
ural inflationary impact of the 
combination of this and other 
taxation measures introduced on 
domestically sourced inputs, will 
raise the cost of operations for 
the sector. BIBA will continue 
to make representations to have 
the international business sector 
exempted from this tax.”

Meanwhile, the Barbados 
TODAY newspaper reported CEO 

of the Barbados Small Business 
Association, Lynette Holder say-
ing that she will seek a mandate 
from her membership, who make 
up the bulk of local companies, 
on a national response to the 
taxes.

Discontent among labour 
and employers with the new 
tax measures point to a coming 
storm that government will be 
hard-pressed to stave off.

Barbados new taxes brewing trouble

NUPW President, Akanni McDowall. Photo by George Alleyne
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WestburyToyota.com

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1) Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. 
for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $6,474.96/$11,873; ’17 Camry SE $7,719.12/$13,809; ’17 RAV4 
$8,538.84/$16,579; ’17 Highlander $11,690.64/$23,784 ’17 Sienna $11,857.68/$19,320. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to 
dlr. Due at sign = $0 Down pymt OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corolla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $1750, 
’17 RAV4: $750, ’17 Sienna: $750 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. *On Approved Credit. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 financed is 
2.9% - 60 months= $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well 
qualified buyers. (5) From the original date of first use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/
equip errors. Must take retail delivery by 6-30-2017. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock

• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

*

$17986
36 Mos Lease | $0 Down or 
Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#N72772, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. MSRP $20,123.  $179.86 Due at Signing.

36 Mos Lease
$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/
lcks. MSRP $25,108.  $214.42 Due at Signing.

$21442

36 Mos Lease
$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017 SIENNA LE FWD 8 PSGR
Stk#N72566, Mod#5338,  6cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 
MSRP $33,895.  $329.38 Due at Signing.

$32938

36 Mos Lease
$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017 HIGHLANDER LE
Stk#N72934, Mod#6948, 6cyl, auto, a/c,  AM/FM/
CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $35,498.  
$324.74 Due at Signing.

$32474

36 Mos Lease
$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

New 2017 TOYOTA RAV4 LE AWD
Stk#N72382, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/
CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,178.  
$237.19 Due at Signing.

$23719
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of Guyana.”
Recently, Pedro Haas, director of 

Advisory Services at Hartree Partners of 
the USA who was tasked with carrying 
out a feasibility study for an oil refinery 
in Guyana revealed that the estimated 
cost to construct an oil refinery would 
be around $5 billion dollars.

The feasibility study found that it 
would be too costly for the government 
to invest in an oil refinery and the min-
ister said that Cabinet is still to review 
the findings of the study.

The consultant, secured through the 
New Petroleum Producers Group by 
Chatham House, USA, said that the 
final results of the study showed that 
Guyana would be “destroying over half 
of the value of your investment the day 
you commission your refinery.”

Jamaica
The Jamaica government has passed 

the Plea Bargain Nego-
tiations and Agreement 
Act, in the Senate, 
which provides for a sys-
tem of plea bargaining 
for those who commit 
crimes.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Kamina 
Johnson Smith, explained that the act 
is intended to give accused people the 
opportunity to offer a guilty plea in 
exchange for a lighter sentence.

Smith, who is leader of Government 
Business in the Senate, said the legisla-
tion would assist in the delivery of jus-
tice in a timely manner and reduce the 
backlog of cases in the nation’s courts.

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
has praised CARICOM countries for 
acting “with independence, courage 
and concerted action” during the 
recent Permanent Council meeting of 
the Organization of American States 
(OAS) which was called to discuss the 
situation in Venezuela.

In a letter sent to CARICOM Sec-
retary General Irwin Larocque, Gon-
salves said the “CARICOM stance is 
a tribute to our region’s commitment 

to the highest ideals of 
our Caribbean civiliza-
tion and of its insti-
tutional expression, 
politically, the inde-
pendent and sovereign nation-state.”

The prime minister said through its 
position at the OAS, CARICOM coun-
tries have honored the names of “our 
revered leaders of yesteryear,” includ-
ing Errol Barrow of Barbados, Forbes 
Burnham of Guyana, Michael Manley 
of Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Dr. Eric Williams,” whose representa-
tive countries defied the edict of a 
hegemonic neighbor in their formal 
diplomatic recognition or revolution-
ary Cuba in 1972.”

Trinidad
Police are hunting for three bandits 

who held up a prominent Roman Cath-
olic priest, tied him up and robbed the 
St. Martin de Pores Church in Bel-
mont, Port-of Spain around 5 am on 
June 12, 2017.

Police said Fr. Clive Harvey was out-
side the church when he was accosted 
by three armed men with guns.

They ordered the priest into the 
presbytery before they tied him up 
and threatened to abduct and kill 
him.

They left with only TT$1,000 in 
cash, a cellphone and 
some other items.

Fr. Harvey managed 
to untie himself and 
went to the home of 
a nearby parishioner, who called the 
police.

Religious leaders have condemned 
that attack on the well-known priest, 
who helps underprivileged children in 
communities in a crime “hot spot” in 
Laventille, Port of Spain.

In a response, Prime Minister Dr. 
Keith Rowley said the attack on Fr. 
Harvey by “able-bodied, gun-toting 
men” represents the worst that exist 
in our communities. 

He said: “Notwithstanding what 
difficulties one may be facing in life 
there are limits beneath which the 
human form should not sink.”  

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian  
or security guard) and preferred location (NBX, SBX or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance,  
life insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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and more brands
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BAY RIDGE NISSAN

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

STEVE DWAYNE DAVID
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3 PRE-OWNED 
INDOOR SHOWROOMS

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

 DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

ASK ABOUT
OUR REFERRAL 
FEE PROGRAM

By Nelson A. King
The Brooklyn-based group 

Vincycares, Inc. has described 
as a “resounding success” its 
recent fundraising scholarship 
launch. 

“The event was a resound-
ing success as many Vincen-
tian community supporters 
showed up to patronize the 
event, where they partook of 
delicious barbecue and a vari-
ety of drinks,” said the group’s 
public relations officer Fran-
klin “Superdex” Richards, a 
former president, about the 
8th annual Taswya Cambridge, 
Sr. Scholarship Launch that 
took place at a new location, at 
Friends of Crown Heights Edu-
cational Center. at 668 Logan 
St., Brooklyn.  

The group especially thanked 
another Brooklyn-based group, 
Friends of Sion Hill, which 
has “continuously pledged its 
annual support to the organi-
zation not only in monetary 
donations but also in personal 
support.” 

“The organization also 
thanks all those individuals 
who have pledged personal 
monetary support to ensure 
our children receive a decent 

educational support,” Richards 
said.  

“We would also like to 
express our heartfelt thanks 
to the consul general (Howie 
Prince) and all our diehard 
supporters, who would brave 
any condition to lend their sup-
port to make this event a suc-
cess,” he added. 

After evaluating the 
collection of supplies 

over the years, we 
felt that our energy 

would be better 
spent in providing 

scholarships, as 
many organizations 
[in the Vincentian 
community in New 

York] have now 
taken up collecting 

supplies and 
disbursing to St. 
Vincent and the 

Grenadines,

Richards said Vincycares, 
Inc., continues to “show its 
commitment to the education 
of the less fortunate children 

in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines.”

At its annual general meet-
ing on March 18, the group 
said it overhauled its bylaws, 
and evaluated and discussed 
the activities of the organiza-
tion. 

“The organization decided 
that, as we go into another 
year, much more emphasis 
must be paid to scholarships,” 
Richards said. 

“After evaluating the col-
lection of supplies over the 
years, we felt that our energy 
would be better spent in pro-
viding scholarships, as many 
organizations [in the Vincen-
tian community in New York] 
have now taken up collecting 
supplies and disbursing to St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines,” 
he added. 

The group will hold another 
fundraising scholarship drive 
on Labor Day Saturday, Sept. 
3, and its 8th Annual Dinner 
Gala on Dec. 3. 

“The organization will con-
tinue to improve its work to 
better serve the needs of the 
less fortunate children of St 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 
and the Diaspora,” Richards 

said.
Besides Richards, other 

members of the board of direc-
tors are  Jillian Arthur, Steph-
anie Boyce-Herbert, Michael 
Alexander, Garfield Palmer, 

Roxanne Chambers, Aisha 
Cato, Marisa Dabreo-Latch-
man, Ingrid Neverson Kirby, 
Denise Craigg, Franklin “Max” 
Edwards and Marcia Kirton-
Caesar.

Vincycares conducts successful fundraiser

Vincycares, Inc. executive members at recent fundraising 
scholarship drive.  Vincycares, Inc.
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PAIN STOPS YOU
We can get you started!

CONDITIONS WE TREAT INCLUDE:

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms of treatment. 
Immediate and long term relief for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, 
leg, knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 
improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 
bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain our independence by 
improving your balance and coordination (covered by most dicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed evaluation, diagnosis 
and non-operative treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program
promotes a fast, safe, return to health.

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize the 
area of injury. 

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

AURICULAR THERAPY is a proven effective painless tool to 
enable one to lose weight by minimizing cravings, controlling appetite, calming 
the nervous system, and strengthening will power.
u It is a safe and pain-free treatment of the ears (auricles) at multiple 
acupuncture points with mild electrical stimulation. Auricular Therapy can 
only work if the person is ready to Lose Weight in conjunction with a reduced 
calorie diet and increased physical activity. This program has helped people 
successfully lose weight.
u This pain-free treatment takes aproximately 30 minutes. There are no 
known side effects, the treatments are painless and remarkable effective for 
many people. In fact, with Auricular Therapy many patients successfully lose 
weight with one or two treatments. We recommend that you follow a diet plan 
when you start treatment.

WWW.HQBK.COM

LOSE WEIGHT
LOOK GREAT
GUARANTEED!

A six week program 
utilizing auricular therapy 

and dietary changes.
The results are 

guaranteed or your 
money back.

COME LOSE WEIGHT TODAY!

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM
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By Alexandra Simon
They’re some of the best around.
State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapo-

li honored several notable members of 
the city’s Caribbean-American com-
munity in Manhattan on June 16. The 
celebratory event at the Metropolitan 
College of New York in commemora-
tion of Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, acknowledged that immigrants 
and descendants from the region have 
people who have most impacted their 
community, said the comptroller.

“We are very pleased to be celebrat-
ing Caribbean Heritage Month and 
what we like to do is give recognition to 
individuals in the Caribbean commu-
nity who have contributed so much to 
our city and our state,” said DiNapoli. 
“The five individuals we are honoring 
have done a great deal and give back to 
larger community.”

The honorees included Congress-
woman Yvette D. Clarke, Assembly-
woman Michaelle C. Solages, Bhara-
ti S. Kemraj, founder Bharati Dance 
Academy, and Felina Baker, assistant 
principal of Teachers Preparatory High 
School in Brooklyn. The comptroller 
also posthumously honored Detective 
Randolph Holder, the slain officer killed 
in Harlem in 2015, which was accepted 
by his father and fiancee. 

DiNapoli said people like Holder and 
the other honorees devote their life to 
public service and uplifting their com-
munities.

“Detective Holder certainly gave his 
life in the line of duty, and we have 
great elected officials in Congress-

woman Clarke and Assemblymember 
Michaelle Solages,” he said. “Our other 
honorees also give back with work in 
community and working with chil-
dren through education. The common 
theme is that we are celebrating indi-
viduals who exemplify that tradition of 
giving back, and certainly when we talk 
about the Caribbean Americans, many 
whom are immigrants, we are talk-
ing about people who are hardwork-
ing and entrepreneurial and these five 
individuals are certainly worthy of our 
celebration.”

Congresswoman Clarke, who is of 
Jamaican heritage, praised DiNapoli for 
celebrating Caribbean people because 
often credit to the contributions of Car-
ibbean immigrants is often ignored, 
she said during her recipient speech.

“I believe there are Caribbean Amer-
icans at the founding of this nation, 
and we are the hidden figures and we’ve 
been hidden figures for generations,” 
she said.

She also recalled the stigma Car-
ibbean-Americans experienced during 
the first wave of immigration from the 
region, particularly that of her mother 
and former councilwoman Dr. Una S.T. 
Clarke, who was also the first Carib-
bean-born woman elected to New York 
City Council. She said the reaction to 
her mother’s island pride was not ini-
tially received well, but should stand 
as a reminder of why all immigrants 
should be proud of their heritage.

“When she ran for office she said she 
was Caribbean-American and it rattled 
a lot of people when she said that,” said 

Clarke. “And it was just declaration of 
being — it was a declaration that we 
are not a monolithic people. When 
we look at myopically, we miss out on 

the richness, we miss out on depth of 
experiences and cultures, and values 
that people bring with them that make 
America so strong.”

State comptroller honors Clarke, slain officer

State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli, right, presents the fi ancee, left, and 
father, center, of slain Detective Randolph Holder, with a posthumous proc-
lamation award at a Caribbean Heritage celebration at Metropolitan Col-
lege of New York on June 16. James Brown

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke, left, was also honored and presented 
with a proclamation by State comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli, right. The 
daughter of Jamaican immigrants, her mother is former councilwoman Dr. 
Una S.T. Clarke. James Brown

Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages, left, became the fi rst woman of Hai-
tian descent to be elected into the New York State assembly. She was also 
presented with a proclamation by DiNapoli. 
 James Brown
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  CAREER PROGRAMS

  

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success!
State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! com/sunybeoc

Photo courtesy of EGI Studios

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center

CALLTODAY!
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Tangerine Clarke
Fly Jamaica Airways has 

extended its reach into the 
Caribbean community with 
the opening of a new ticket-
ing office at 1397 Nostrand 
Ave., two doors from Linden 
Boulevard Avenue in the heart 
of Brooklyn, for travellers who 
like the comfort of face to face 
service, when booking travel.

Last Thursday, June 15 Hon. 
Barbara Atherly Consul Gen-
eral of Guyana to New York 
joined Marketing Manager of 
Fly Jamaica Kayla Reece in a 
significant ribbon-cutting cere-
mony that received ecumenical 
blessings. The first Fly Jamaica 
office opened in Queens some 
years ago.

Carl Bowen, marketing man-
ager, welcomed travel agents 
and vacationers, stating that 
the new ticketing office is to 
facilitate customers in Brook-
lyn who cried-out for an office 
to do business, with customer 
service, void of an automated 
system. 

Guyanese-born owners of 
Fly Jamaica, Captain Ronald 
Reece and Roxanne Reece after 
a champaign toast hosted a 
launch reception at Jamaican 
Trelawni Place, on Utica Ave-
nue where CEO Capt. Ronald 
Reece thanked customers who 
he said remained committed 
to Fly Jamaica since it began 
flights four years ago, from 
JFK, to Jamaica and Guyana, 
and later Canada.

Capt. Reece said with the 
help of Marketing Manager 

Kayla Reece, the airline plans 
to woo citizens of the diaspo-
ra back to their homelands of 
Guyana and Jamaica to enjoy 
the pleasures of the Carib-
bean.

He applauded the cabin 
attendants and the team of 
Fly Jamaica Airways, who he 
said worked hard to make the 
operation wonderful.

“With the support of our 
passengers and tourists and 
business travelers from the 
diaspora that make our opera-

tions successful, I say thank 
you. I hope you continue to 
support Fly Jamaica Airways,” 
he added.

Consul General, Barbara 
Atherly while thanking the 
Reece family for inviting the 
consulate to be a part of their 
successful launch, congratu-
lated Fly Jamaica Airways for 
the new initiative.

“We are impressed with the 
expansion in Brooklyn. This is 
a great opportunity to reach 
more people in the diaspora 

and to forge stronger bonds 
between Guyana and Jamai-
ca,” said Atherly.

 She recalled the tireless 
travel she experienced as a 
student calling it a ‘bus ride’ 
where she had to travel to 
several Caribbean countries 
before arriving in Kingston, 
Jamaica. She added that Fly 
Jamaica Airways now makes 
it easier, faster, and more 
efficient for the community, 
while creating an opportunity 
for tourism.

CG Atherly is confident that 
a tourism package to include 
Jamaica’s sand and sea, and 
Guyana’s eco-tourism, would 
attract passengers to both 
destinations using Fly Jamai-
ca Airways on a larger scale.

“You are a great organiza-
tion that invest in the commu-
nity. Your corporate responsi-
bility is impressive, and you 
have been contributing to the 
Guyanese community in New 
York and at home. I congratu-
late you and wish you ever 
success,” said the consul gen-
eral.

“I know you will be doing 
greater and better things, in 
both the Guyanese and Jamai-
can community, that would 
benefit greatly,” she added.

Roxanne Reece, in turn, 
thanked the traveling public 
for their continued support 
that has made the airline the 
success it is today.

Dr. Una Clarke, added that 
this is what economic devel-
opment is all about, and called 
on the nationals to continue 
its support for Fly Jamaica 
Airways.

“We cannot call ourselves 
a Caribbean community if we 
do not support each other. 
There is money at stake, we 
have to support our own. We 
need to get together to sup-
port Fly Jamaica, plan your 
itinerary around the airline,” 
Clarke encouraged. 

Fly Jamaica - One Team 
One Dream - www.fly-jamai-
ca.com.

Fly Jamaica opens ticketing office in Brooklyn

Consul General of Guyana to New York, Hon. Barbara Atherly, second from left, cut the 
ribbon with Marketing Manager Kayla Reece to open Fly Jamaica Brooklyn offi ce, as staff 
look on. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Nelson A. King
Malcolm X was born Mal-

colm Little on May 19, 1925 in 
Omaha, Nebraska. His mother, 
Grenadian-born Louise Norton 
Little, was a homemaker occu-
pied with the family’s eight 
children. 

According to an abridged 
biography, Malcolm X’s father, 
Earl Little, was an outspo-
ken Baptist minister and avid 
supporter of Black National-
ist leader Jamaican Marcus 
Mosiah Garvey, Jamaica’s first 
national hero. 

Earl’s civil rights activism 
prompted death threats from 
the white supremacist organi-
zation, Black Legion, forcing 
the family to relocate twice 
before Malcolm’s fourth birth-
day, the biography states. 

It says that regardless of 
the Little’s efforts to elude the 
Legion, in 1929, their Lansing, 
Michigan home was burned to 
the ground. 

Two years later, Earl’s body 
was found lying across the 
town’s trolley tracks. Police 

ruled both incidents as acci-
dents, but the Littles were cer-
tain that members of the Black 
Legion were responsible, the 
biography says. 

It says Mrs. Little suffered 
emotional breakdown several 
years after the death of her 
husband and was commit-
ted to a mental institution, 
while her children were split 
up among various foster homes 
and orphanages. 

Eventually, Malcolm and 
his long-time friend, Malcolm 
“Shorty” Jarvis, moved back 
to Boston. In 1946, they were 
arrested and convicted on bur-
glary charges, and Malcolm 
was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison, although he was grant-
ed parole after serving seven 
years.

Recalling his days in school, 
the biography says Malcolm X 
used the time to further his 
education. It was during this 
period of self-enlightenment 
that Malcolm’s brother Regi-
nald would visit and discuss his 
recent conversion to the Mus-

lim religion. Reginald belonged 
to the religious organization 
the Nation of Islam (NOI). 

Intrigued, Malcolm began 
to study the teachings of NOI 
leader Elijah Muhammad, the 
biography says, adding that 
Muhammad taught that white 
society actively worked to 
keep African-Americans from 
empowering themselves and 
achieving political, economic 
and social success. 

Among other goals, the NOI 
fought for a state of their own, 
separate from one inhabited 
by white people, the biography 
says. 

By the time he was paroled 
in 1952, Malcolm was a devoted 
follower with the new surname 
“X”. He considered “Little” a 
slave name and chose the “X” 
to signify his lost tribal name, 
according to the biography.

Intelligent and articu-
late, Malcolm was appointed 
as a minister and national 
spokesman for the Nation of 
Islam. Elijah Muhammad also 
charged him with establishing 

new mosques in cities such 
as Detroit, Michigan, and Har-
lem. 

Malcolm utilized newspaper 

columns, as well as radio and 
television, to communicate the 
NOI’s message across the Unit-
ed States. 

Malcolm X – American Muslim 
leader, human rights activist

Black Muslim leader Malcolm X poses during an interview in 
New York on March 5, 1964.  Associated Press / Eddie Adams, File

nylottery.ny.gov
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By Tangerine Clarke
Consul General of Guyana 

to New York, Barbara Atherly, 
told a group of senior citizens 
at the Richmond Hill Queens 
Shri Trimurti Bhavan Mandir, 
on its 19th anniversary, and 
a celebration of mothers, that 
women are the bedrock of soci-
ety, and they should be hon-
ored everyday.

The diplomat, who addressed 
the predominately Indo-Carib-
bean audience of grandmoth-
ers, great-grandmothers and 
youth, reminded the citizens, 
that she also celebrated a 
day to honor mothers during 
her UNICEF tour of duty in 
Afghanistan, Mozambique and 
Syria, where a special day is set 
aside to honor mothers.

“I want to encourage woman 
to embrace their uniqueness,” 
Atherly said. adding that the 
records show that the Mandir 
has made significant contri-
butions to the community in 
Queens. 

“We applaud your efforts. 
Since its inception, this Man-
dir has been called a ‘Thriv-
ing Ozone Park Temple’ by the 
New York Times.”

“Your contributions towards 

the spiritual, cultural, and 
community life of many Indo-
Caribbean Hindus must be 
applauded. You have reached 
out to families facing social 
problems. Many of these prob-
lems are similar to what we 
are facing home in Guyana, 
such as domestic abuse, men-
tal health issues and suicide.”

“I urge you to continue your 
spiritual and social support to 
families and if possible con-
duct a study to find out what 
are the underlying factors of 
these social ills affecting our 
society.”

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
today we honor and celebrate 
mothers, today you celebrate 
19 years as an organization 
in this community.  So once 
again I congratulate you 
for all your achievements 
and pray that this temple 
with grow from strength to 
strength. 

“Let us continue to 
remember the less unfortu-
nate among us and continue 
to support them,” said the 
diplomat, who has attended 
numerous outreach programs 
since taking up office one 
year ago.

Guyana consul general praises Queens Mandir

Consul General of Guyana to New York, Hon. Barbara Atherly stands behind colorfully 
dressed seniors at the 19th Anniversary of the Richmond Hill Queens Shri Trimurti Bhavan, 
and a celebration of mothers. Consul General NY
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Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Corporate Events

Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Improves Your 
Circulation, 
Mobility, Mind Set, 
Overall Health
Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

We use specifi cally selected 
therapies including:

Curve Correction

Suffering From Back Pain?
We can help!

By Nelson A. King
The United Nations depu-

ty chief on Wednesday called 
on member states to fund the 
organization’s new strategy to 
counter cholera in Haiti, stress-
ing that the initiative is facing a 
critical shortage of resources.

“Without additional resourc-
es, the intensified cholera 
response and control efforts 
cannot be sustained through 
2017 and 2018,” said Deputy 
Secretary-General Amina 
Mohammed during an informal 
briefing to the General Assem-
bly on the UN’s latest report on 
the strategy. 

“Without your political 
will and financial support, we 
have only good intentions and 
words,” she added. 

Last December, then-Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon put 
forward a “New Approach to 
Cholera in Haiti” to demon-
strate the organization’s com-
mitment to the elimination of 
the disease, the UN said. 

Ban also apologized to the 
Haitian people on behalf of the 
United Nations, stating that the 
organization simply had not 
done enough with regard to the 
cholera outbreak and its spread 
in Haiti and that it was pro-

foundly sorry for its role.
The UN said the new approach 

has two tracks: Track 1 involves 
intensifying the organization’s 
efforts in order to reduce and 
ultimately end the transmission 
of cholera, improve access to 
care and treatment and address 
the longer-term issues of water, 
sanitation and health systems 
in Haiti. 

Track 2 is a package that will 
provide material assistance and 
support to those Haitians most 
directly affected by cholera, the 
UN said.

“Secretary-General António 
Guterres is strongly commit-
ted to taking forward the ‘New 
Approach,’” Mohammed said.

The UN said that in the weeks 
following Hurricane Matthew 
last October, the number of sus-
pected cholera cases increased. 

However, it said the number 
of suspected cases has since 
declined significantly. 

As of May 27, the Haiti Min-
istry of Health reported 6,762 
suspected cases, compared to 
16,822 at the same time last 
year, Mohammed said.

The vaccination campaign 
being carried out by the Pan 
American Health Organiza-
tion and World Health Organ-

ization (PAHO/WHO) is “well 
advanced,” and is expected to 
reach 85 per cent of the 700,000 
target by the end of this month, 
the UN said. 

It said the next campaign, 
scheduled for the last quarter 
of 2017, aims to vaccinate 2.6 
million people in the French-
speaking Caribbean country’s 
most vulnerable areas.

As of April 20, the UN said 
voluntary contributions to the 
UN Cholera Response Multi-
Partner Trust Fund totaled 
about US$2.7 million from 
seven Member States, namely 
Chile, France, India, Liechten-
stein, South Korea, Sri Lanka 
and the United Kingdom, 
“against the envisaged expendi-
ture of US$400 million over two 
years.”

Outside of the Trust Fund, 
the UN said Canada and Japan, 
committed nearly US$7 mil-
lion. 

The fund has also received 
about US$17,000 from UN staff 
members and private donors, 
the UN said. 

However, it said three 
projects, which together cost 
US$2.5 million, have nearly 
depleted the Trust Fund, which 
now has just US$183,000. No 

new contributions have been 
received, the UN said.

It said the Secretary-General 
proposes to address the need for 
resources in several ways, includ-
ing the soon-be-announced 

appointment of a high-level 
envoy to develop a comprehen-
sive fundraising strategy to seek 
additional voluntary contribu-
tions from member states and 
other sources.

UN seeks funding to counter cholera in Haiti

UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed (left) 
briefs member states on the United Nations’ New Approach 
to Cholera in Haiti. General Assembly President Peter Thom-
son is seated right. UN

By Nelson A. King
The Grenada Tourism Authority 

(GTA) says Caribbean Week in New York, 
hosted by the Barbados-based Caribbean 
Tourism Organization (CTO), “proved to 
be a successful endeavor for the promo-
tion of Grenada’s tourism product.”

GTA said on Thursday that Grena-
da’s delegation was led by Minister of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Dr. Clarice 
Modeste-Curwen; GTA chief executive 
officer Patricia Maher and Director of 
Sales and Marketing (USA), Christine 
Noel-Hosford. 

The destination’s participation in the 
week-long schedule of events, which ran 
from June 5-9, was supported by the 
island’s North American public relations 
agency Cheryl Andrews Marketing Com-
munications, under the leadership of its 
president, Cheryl Andrews, and director 
of client development, Jennifer Johnson. 

GTA the Grenadian delegation spent 
the first half of the week attending 
trade-focused events, including the Trav-
el Agent Trade Show & Educational 
Forum, a targeted event that provided a 
platform to showcase the destination’s 
offerings and interact with Caribbean-
selling agents based in New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut.

Trade-focused events also comprised 

the Caribbean Marketing Conference, an 
interactive seminar dedicated to enhanc-
ing marketing initiatives, and Caribbean 
Tourism Industry Awards Luncheon, 
an occasion where the CTO recognizes 
journalists and photographers who have 
published “captivating and influential 
stories spotlighting the region.”

On June 8, Modeste-Curwen, on 
behalf of the government of Grenada, 
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) to “formalize and implement 
a cohesive partnership with the global 
home-sharing company, Airbnb,” GTA 
said. 

“The signing of the MOU is part of 
ongoing efforts by the GTA to maximize 
exposure of the destination and will 
act as a streamlined framework for the 
collaboration between the GTA and Air-
bnb,” the statement said. 

GTA said the Grenada booth was a 
“favorite for the more than 100 media 
in attendance” at the Media Market-
place “where all eager to hear and learn 
about the latest news, developments and 
industry offerings from the island. 

“This event provided yet another valu-
able opportunity to be top-of-mind with 
niche and general destination writers 
across all platforms including print, dig-
ital, online and social media,” GTA said.

Grenada strengthens tourism 
ties during CTO Week New York
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Thank you to the sponsors 
of the 2017 Caribbean American 

Healthcare Awards

Kingsbrook’s Best Health School has 
partnered with the 71st Precinct to fea-
ture a series of educational sessions for 
the community in 2017. On Saturday, 
June 24, neighborhood Coordinating 
Officers Paul Parkinson and Stephen 
Schmitt will present the first of the 
series entitled: “Keeping our Communi-
ties Safe.” The event will be held on the 
main campus at 585 Schenectady Ave. 
between Winthrop Street & Rutland 
Road in the Lillian Minkin Ballroom. 

The Neighborhood Coordinating 
Police Officer program was created out 
of the need for new methods to close 
the gap between cops and communi-
ties. Through this program, New York 
city residents get to know their neigh-
borhood police officers in a brand new 
way. “We are happy to partner with our 
neighborhood coordinating officers at 
the 71st Precinct as part of our Best 
Health School initiative,” said Enid Dil-
lard, director of marketing and public 
affairs. “We are extremely committed 
to providing education that impacts 
our community’s health and wellness. 
Addressing our community’s safety falls 
within the scope of awareness and pre-
vention and that is invaluable to our 
residents.” 

For more information about the Best 
Health School’s educational schedule 
for 2017, visit the website at www.kings-

brook.org under Community Programs 
& Events or call Kingsbrook’s Commu-
nity Information line at 718-604-5062.

The mission of the Best Health 
School is to provide better access to 
wellness information and screenings 
to promote healthier communities in 
the borough of Brooklyn. As such, 
the Best Health School’s education 
programs are integral part of Kings-
brook’s effort to improve access to 
quality care and education efforts. 

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
is a medical teaching facility. Cent-
ers of Excellence Include: Kingsbrook 
Rehabilitation Institute offering Phys-
ical & Rehabilitative Medicine, includ-
ing Brooklyn’s only New York State 
approved Traumatic Brain Injury & 
Coma Recovery Unit, The Compre-
hensive Behavioral Health Center 
comprised of Inpatient Psychiatry, 
Geriatric Psychiatry and Outpatient 
Psychiatry, The Bone & Joint Cent-
er providing care in Joint Replace-
ment/Sports Medicine and the Neu-
rosciences Institute providing care in 
General Neurology, Rehab and Stroke 
care. Kingsbrook and Rutland Nurs-
ing Home are JCAHO certified and 
not-for-profit members of the Greater 
New York Hospital Association and 
the Healthcare Association of New 
York State.

Keeping communities safe

By Gertrude Onuoha, Esq
American Psychological society 

defines sexual abuse as unwanted sexual 
activity, with perpetrators using force, 
making threats or taking advantage of 
victims not able to give consent. Most 
victims and perpetrators know each 
other. Immediate reactions to sexual 
abuse include shock, fear or disbelief. 
Long-term symptoms include anxiety, 
fear or post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Domestic violence victim are eligible to 
seek the following benefits:

1. Self-petitions for legal status 
under the Violence against Women Act 
(VAWA).

2. Cancellation of removal under 
Violence against Women Act ( for vic-
tims in deportation court)

3. U-nonimmigrant status 
(crime victims)

4. T-visa status if you were 
brought to the United Statesfor prosti-
tution 

5. Asylum based on social 
grounds (gender violence) for those fear 
to return to their country on account of 
persecution.

6. Special Immigrant Juvenile 
(SIJ) Status The purpose of the SIJ pro-
gram is to help foreign children in the 
United States who have been abused, 

abandoned, or neglected. Sexual abuse 
can be a basis for this claim. Children 
who get a green card through the SIJ 
program can live and work permanent-
ly in the United States.

Each of the immigration status men-
tioned above has specific detailed legal 
requirements.  It is expected that a per-
son seeking any benefit above based on 
sexual abuse must prove the following 
evidence: 

a) Detailed declaration from the 
victim telling his or her own story; 

b) Letters from witnesses of the 
abuse; 

c) Letters from counselors, shel-
ters, and community groups, etc; 

d) Medical records; 
e) Police reports; and 
f) Restraining orders.
 If you do not have some or any of evi-

dence listed above and you are a victim 
of sexual abuse, you may still be eligible 
to apply for immigration benefit. Call 
for a free telephone evaluation.

The content of this article is intended 
for general information purposes only, 
and is not legal advice. Those seek-
ing specific legal advice should contact 
Gertrude Onuoha Esq. at 575 Lexing-
ton Ave., 4th Fl. New York, NY 10022 
(Phone) 732-642-5605. 

Immigration benefit for 
victims of sexual abuse
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By Nelson A. King
Acting Brooklyn District Attorney 

Eric Gonzalez has received endorse-
ments from three of central Brook-
lyn’s key state officials. 

The Puerto Rican-born Gonzal-
ez said Assembly Members Rod-
neyse Bichotte (42nd AD), Tremaine 
Wright (56th AD) and Latrice Walk-
er (55th AD) have thrown their sup-
port behind him, citing his progres-
sive reforms that protect Brooklyn’s 
immigrant communities, children 
and quality of life. 

The three state officials repre-
sent the central Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods of Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Crown Heights, Brownsville, Flat-
bush and more.

“Immigrant Brooklynites are 
our neighbors. DA Gonzalez under-
stands this,” said Bichotte, a daugh-
ter of Haitian immigrants, who rep-
resents the 42nd Assembly District. 

“In the short time that he has 
been leading the district attorney’s 
office, Eric has addressed the con-
cerns of the diverse immigrant com-
munities of Brooklyn by opposing 
the Trump administration’s harm-
ful proposals that can, at the very 
least, disrupt the daily life of some 
Brooklynites and at worst, break up 
families,” she added. “I am delighted 
to put my support behind Eric. He 
will sincerely continue to address 
issues that our immigrant commu-
nities are facing in Brooklyn.” 

Last month, Gonzalez said he 
implemented a new immigration 
policy that seeks equal and fair 
justice for all Brooklyn residents, 
including the foreign-born. 

Gonzalez hired full-time immi-
gration lawyers to work with the 
assistant district attorneys to evalu-
ate the unintended consequences 
of a plea, and train them to try to 
avoid giving someone the convic-
tion that will get them deported. 

“Brooklyn has made great 
strides forward in recent years, 
and Eric Gonzalez will continue 
that progress,” Wright said. “He 
has shown that he knows how to 
make Brooklyn safer, while making 
our criminal justice system fairer. 
I strongly support the reforms he’s 
implemented in the district attor-
ney’s office and believe he is the 
best choice to move Brooklyn for-
ward.” 

In Brooklyn, studies have shown 
that black people were nine times 
more likely to be arrested for mari-
juana possession than white people 
despite the fact that there is virtu-
ally no racial disparity in marijuana 
use, according to Gonzalez. 

Three key 
central Brooklyn 

pols endorse 
Gonzalez

By Alexandra Simon
A digital way to honor the leaders.
In commemoration of June as Car-

ibbean-American Heritage month, 
all of the city’s digital WiFi kiosks 
— LinkNYC, are displaying images of 
Caribbean-American icons all month. 
The project was created by Caribbeing, 
a cultural platform headquartered in 
Flatbush, in partnership with LinkNYC. 
The display intends to familiarize pas-
sersby with the influential people of 
West Indian background, and honor 
their contributions to American his-
tory, according to the project’s creator.

“We hope New Yorkers will learn 
more about the tremendous contribu-
tions of Caribbean Americans to New 
York City and beyond, National Carib-
bean American Heritage Month cele-
bration, and about the work Caribbeing 
is doing to illuminate the Caribbean 
experience through culture + art + dig-
ital media technologies,” said executive 
director of Caribbeing, Shelley Worrell.

With Links rapidly popping up 
around many parts of the city, it is the 
perfect chance to highlight the notable 
and historic icons, among other day-to-
day information, she added.

“The icons will appear on Links every 
minute or so, interspersed with other 
LinkNYC house content such as weath-
er updates, and advertising content,” 
said Worrell.

The kiosks are currently highlighting 
10 Caribbean-Americans, from writers, 
musicians, activists, actors, and danc-
ers. They include Marcus Garvey, Celia 
Cruz, Harry Belafonte, DJ Kool Herc, 
Arturo Schomburg, Junot Diaz, Notori-
ous B.I.G., Edwidge Danticat, Geoffrey 
Holder, and Claude McKay, according 
to Worrell. And more figures may be 
added to the billboards before the cam-
paign is over.

Worrell says she pushed for a cam-
paign to acknowledge the history of 
Caribbean people connected to the 
city’s history, after seeing other follow-
ing the success of similar campaigns 
during black history month and wom-
en’s history month. With June being 
the month spotlighting Caribbean Her-
itage, it is the perfect time to honor 
that on a growing digital platform such 

as Links, she said.
“We are proud to be able to part-

ner with LinkNYC to honor Caribbean 
American icons past and present,” said 
Worrell. “Despite the fact that the Car-
ibbean is so close to the United States, 
few people are aware of the many 
American leaders, creators, and vision-
aries who happen to be of Caribbean 
descent.”

New York City’s digital kiosks 
celebrate Caribbean heritage

Former presidential hopeful: Shirley Chisolm was the fi rst woman and fi rst 
black person, to run for president. Also the black woman sworn to congress 
was of Barbadian descent. Shelley Worrell

Company as a senior reporter / photog-
rapher. At that entity, he wrote news and 
feature articles, photographed events 
and assisted in the editing of articles and 
the layout of the newspaper. He worked 
there until 1983 when the publication 
ceased.

A talented and skilled journalist, Wil-
liams returned to the Government Infor-
mation Service as a senior information 
officer where he supervised information 
staff; produced and broadcast the radio 
program “Prepare to Prevent,” which 
dealt with disaster preparedness, edited 
news releases, and organized news con-
ferences. 

Williams designed, edited and pro-
duced the weekly newsletter “Newsline.” 

As the senior information officer, he 
organized and coordinated the press 
center for CARICOM Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting in Grenada and served on 
the National Emergency Relief Organi-
zation as the information officer.

A multifaceted professional, Williams 
also served as an education officer in the 
Ministry of Education and Labor, and 
appointed managing editor of the Mate-
rials Production Unit. There, he super-
vised and assisted in producing audio-
visual and printed educational materials 
for the primary and secondary schools.

He also served as the communica-
tions officer for the Ministry of Educa-
tion and assisted in developing, direct-
ing and implementing communications 
plans and strategies for the ministry. 
This included the communication plans 

for the OECS Basic Education Reform 
Project funded by the World Bank and 
the government of Grenada.

His service extended to public rela-
tions officer for the folk group “Spice 
Island Youthquake” since its start in 
1980. In that capacity, in addition to pro-
moting local concerts, he promoted an 
international concert tour to the USA. 
and toured with the group as a perform-
er to England, Scotland and Ireland. 

He gave back as a part-time tutor for 
a Print Journalism module at the T.A. 
Marryshow Community College, Gre-
nada in 2001, and conducted training 
workshops for teachers and the staff of 
the Curriculum Development Depart-
ment, Ministry of Education, in the use 
of technology for teaching and design-
ing educational materials.

Grenadian editor receives Guyanese honor
Continued from Page 3 
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

SPECIALIZE IN THE TREATMENT OF
WORK RELATED & MOTOR VEHICLE RELATED INJURIES:

MODERNBROOKLYNMEDICAL
We Offer Multi Speciality Approach To Physical Medicine And Rehabilitation

We Meet Your Needs Quickly And Professionally!

HEALTH BEGINS WITH KNOWING



34    Caribbean Life, June 23–29, 2017 BQ

OPEN HOUSE
DATES

(12–3pm)

June 17 & 24

Early Registration 
Discounts

Summer Camp at PacPlex rd-August 25th

Family Owned & Operated,

Same Location for Over 30 Years

Daily Swim 
& Instruction 
in our 6 Pools 

(More than any 
other camp)

D.O.H. Licensed & Certifi ed
D.O.E. Supervisors
First Aid & CPR Trained Staff

   Creative Recreational  
   Programs

Aerobics Classes

Dance & Drama Classes

Annual Talent Show

Arts & Crafts

Cheerleading

Film/Movie Making

Gymnastics 

   Best Sports Instruction 
   in Brooklyn 

Basketball (10 Courts)

Soccer (Full Indoor Field)

Football

Martial Arts

Boxing

   Special Event Days
   Summer OlymPacs
   Camp Trips Every Week

Visit our website at
www.PacPlex.com

for more Information
& Registration

1500 Paerdegat Ave. North
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-209-1010 ex. 159
www.paccamps.com

Free Weekend 
Summer Pool Passes 
for the Entire Family

Evening Family BBQ’s 
at Our Pools $500 Value

Children 3½ – 15

4 – 8 Week Programs 
(9am - 4pm)

Extended Hours Available

LAST WEEK TO
REGISTER FOR CAMP! 

Mention Caribbean 
Life and Camper will 
receive Free Camp 
Trips all Summer.

Brooklyn’s Largest
Indoor & Outdoor 

Sports & Recreation 
Complex

UNION OF JAMAICAN 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS (USA) INC.

salutes

CARIBBEAN LIFE 
As they honor

Caribbean Health Professionals
June 2017
- o – o – o –

Visit our website:  www.ujaausa.org
And join us for our 

27th Annual High School Graduate Awards Program
on 26 June 2017, 

6P at Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn, NY

Lesleyann Samuel, President
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B
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Mention
Caribbean Life 
and Get a Free 
HAMBURGER

for Lunch
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374

Seeking
Licensed
RNs

��������	
����
	��
����
		
������
��	���
�
Fidelis Care is fully committed to Equal Employment Opportunity and to  
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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• ���	������	
�

• �����	���	���
����

Onsite Interviews Guaranteed! 
Please bring copies of your resume.
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD
& LINCOLN/MERCURY

VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,415, VIN#3FHR345684. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 6/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,385. 
VIN#1FHUD99080. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More! MSRP $31,535 VIN#2FHBB33477 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, 
$645 bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $3,000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $1,500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/17.

2013 FORD ESCAPE   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Blue, 
77K Mi, Stk#2257F  ......................... Buy For       

$9,999*

2012 HONDA ACCORD EX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Grey, 52K Mi, 
Stk#2298F  ..................................... Buy For       

$9,999*

2014 FORD FOCUS
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
40K Mi, Stk#2206F  .................. Buy For         

$10,999*

2014 DODGE JOURNEY AWD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, White, 29K Mi, 
Stk#2283F  ............................. Buy For         

$14,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   .....................Buy For       

$14,999*

2013 FORD EXPLORER    
Auto, Lthr, A/C, P/S, P/B, White, 
39K Mi, Stk#2256F ......................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  .......Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  ......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2011 LINCOLN MKX 
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Maroon 39K Mi. 

Stk# 1101F  ............................. Buy For         
$16,995*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  ........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ..................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  ......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2016 CADILLAC SRX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black, 12K Mi, 

Stk# 2274F ...............................Buy For         
$24,995*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  .......................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F....................... Buy For       

$34,995*
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 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ HYBRID

Auto, P/S, A/C, Grey. Stk#1640F. 
Only 28K Miles.

 $19,999BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN Navigator

Auto, P/S, A/C, Black. 
Stk#2059F. Only 12K Miles.

 $52,999BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Auto, P/S, A/C, Black, AWD. 
Stk#2122F. Only 14K Miles.

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

2016 LINCOLN Navigator

Auto, P/S, A/C, Black. 
Stk#2123F. Only 21K Miles.

 $44,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,970. VIN#2LHBL32613. $5,471 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,497 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$329 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

LINCOLN

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,896/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

PA
R

TICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto NetAuto Net

DON'T MISS THESE SPRING SAVINGS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

$279 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,795 VIN#3LHR645961, $4,919 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify $2500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 6/30/17. 

$279 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,060, VIN#5LHUL54874, $4,919 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $1250 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 6/30/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

†$279
LEASE PER MONTH

24 MOS.        36  MOS.

YOUR CHOICE

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department
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Your elderly mother 
just told you she fell
in the bathroom
last night at 4 A.M. 

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your parents want to live in their own home. 

You can’t be with them 24/7. That’s why the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York offers more 

senior home care services than any other home 

healthcare organization in New York. With care 

options to help both generations feel better 

– including nursing, personal care and 

companionship – the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALIZED CARE TO MEET 

YOUR LOVED ONE’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.   

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249



Caribbean Life, June 23–29, 2017 41  BQ

By Alexandra Simon
Call it art imitating life.
A Prospect-Lefferts Gardens dance 

school is reimagining the compa-
ny’s displacement in their new stage 
play inspired by the Sister Act films, 
which will debut at Kings Theatre on 
June 25. AbunDance Academy of the 
Arts is presenting their project, “Sis-
ter Act, Abundantly.” The musical 
play is mainly based on the plot of the 
second film in the duology, which fol-
lows Catholic school nun Deloris Van 
Cartier, who heads the school choir 

and is trying to prevent their school 
from closing down. The play greatly 
mirrors a similar instance that the 
school underwent, said the founder 
and playwright.

“We are experiencing what it it 
feels like to keep our school from 
closing and to keep arts at forefront 
of our community,” said Karisma Jay. 
“That’s happening in real time, and 
that’s actually one of major ways we 
bring twist to the story because it’s 
our story as well.”

Early this year Jay discovered 

that the lease for her Rogers Avenue 
dance company was up, and the land-
lord would double their rent. In the 
process of preparing for the sum-
mer show, Jay said she came upon 
“Sister Act 2” and strongly related to 
the struggles in it. She rewrote her 
original idea and found inspiration 
from the movie because it hit home, 
she said.

“We didn’t anticipate having to tell 
the story and live that story at same 
time,” said Jay.

Dance school recreates ‘Sister Act’ films

Playwright and executive director of AbunDance Academy of the Arts, Karisma Jay, top center, said the 
play mirrors the real life story of her trying to keep her dance school open. Marc Enette

Continued on Page 42

By Alexandra Simon
He’s back on the scene.
Dancehall artist Baby Cham is making 

his return to the music with the release 
of his new album “Lawless.” The art-
ist rose to fame in 2004 with his single 
“Ghetto Story” and soon after came out 
with an album of the same name. The hit 
scored him even more popularity with 
the remixed version of the song. Now 
seven years since his last album, Cham’s 
musical style is much more experimental 
on his new project, which he described as 
a mash-up of different genres with dance-
hall as the base influence. 

“You can’t box this into just dance-

By Nelson A. King
Five judges from the homeland were 

on hand Saturday night at Café Omar in 
Brooklyn for the preliminary round of 
adjudication in the Dynamite Calypso 
Tent, the sole Vincentian-owned calyp-
so tent in North America. 

The judges — Earl Paynter, Roddy 
Dowers, Marla Nanton, Daniel Hall and 
Kenlem Beach — were the first to begin 
duties in the National Calypso Compe-
tition for Vincy Mas 2017.

Baby Cham drops 
new album

Vincy calypso 
judging begins 

in New York

John Dougan performs “God Help 
Us.”  Lady M

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

ART MIMICS ART MIMICS 
LIFELIFE
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Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

Despacito
Luis Fonsi, Daddy Yankee...

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

I’m The One
DJ Khaled, Justin Bieber, Qavo...

Issues
Julia Michaels

Humble.
Kendrick Lamar

hopeless fountain kingdom
Halsey

This One’s For You
Luke Combs

Steven Universe, Volume 1
Soundtrack

Last Young Renegade
All Time Low

Relaxer
alt-J

The Joshua Tree
U2

Guardians of the Galaxy, Vol. 2

Soundtrack

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Divide
Ed Sheeran

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Is This The Life We Really Want?

Roger Waters

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Eleven calypsonians — 
among them veterans D Man 
Age (“Can’t Take No Break”); 
Denis Bowman (“Don’t Spear 
the Rod”); John Dougan (“God 
Help Us”); Jose Juan (“Kaiso 
Man”); and Rejector (“Pan 
Movement Victory”) — vied for 
a place in the semifinals to take 
place at Carnival City, Victoria 
Park, in capital Kingstown, on 
June 30. 

Others were: Hilford Hurst 
(“Iron Man”); Lady Hibiscus 
(“Things Not So Bad”); Stryker 
(“Sweet Mother Earth”); Navel 
String (“In Style”); Jakie (“Jam-
ing Non-Stop”); and D-Tecta 
(“Lead Us”).

Ainsley Primus, the Arnos 
Vale-born president of the 
Brooklyn-based Dynamite 
Calypso Tent, said the compe-
tition, broadcast live on NBC 
and Nice FM radios in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, was 
very keen. 

“Everybody was good,” said 
Primus in a post-show Carib-
bean Life interview. “It was a 
variety of topics — from social 
commentary to up-tempo 
calypso. 

“Those guys (calypsonians) 
were consistent,” he added. 
“For the tent that got judged, 

we set a good standard for 
those in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines to follow.” 

Primus declined to predict 
how many calypsonians will be 
picked from his tent to com-
pete in the semifinal round, 
stressing, however, that “eve-

rybody was positive. 
“It was a good show,” he 

said. “Everybody loves it.” 
Errol “D Man Age” Rose, 

former National Calypso Mon-
arch, told Caribbean Life that 
he competed this year just for 
the sake of his fans.

“Last year, when I went 
home, my fans were angry 
that I stayed out [of competi-
tion],” said the former elemen-
tary school teacher in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines. “So, 
I decided to write this song 
(‘Can’t Take No Break’), and be 
more frequent.”

“Can’t Take No Break” 
alludes to the fans’ desire that 
D Man Age continue compet-
ing. 

“Even though I don’t com-
pete frequently, I still want to 
do something and keep my 
fans happy, and deal with the 
issues that affect people’s lives,” 
said D Man Age, who won the 
Calypso crown in 1978, 1999 
and 2000. 

He said that since he does 
not sing “Party Songs,” vying 
for a place in calypso competi-
tions “gives my fans a chance 
to see me.” 

Bowman, who has made the 
semifinal round 13 times and 
the grand finale 10-11 times, 
said he “did enough to get into 
the semifinals.

“The band (Grenadian-
owned Lambert and the Mata-
dores) had problems with the 
horns, but I think this has 
nothing to do with my song,” 
he said. “The song was very 
powerful.

The two-hour show has a 
cast of more than 110 per-
formers, from children to sen-
iors, as young as three years 
old and 83 years old, according 
to Jay. She will also be playing 
the lead character Deloris.

Jay said that Deloris’ pas-
sion to save the school rele-
flected her own drive and 
fight to keep the school in her 
community.

“Deloris Van Cartier was 
bringing arts to the commu-
nity and making sure that she 
helps the next generation of 
students and leaders access 
their talents and sharpen their 
skills,” she said. “Deloris was 
championing for her commu-
nity and particularly in this 
day and age we need more of 
that due to budget cuts, social 
events and political events 
happening — we really don’t 
take into consideration that 
without the arts we don’t real-
ly have much.”

The goal of the play is to 
continually keep the school’s 

programs running, but also 
provide the children with a 
creative outlet, said Jay. The 
school is no longer at their 
Rogers Avenue location but 
still needs support to find 
another place through their 
online crowdfund campaign. 

“Community support is 
one of the major themes 
throughout the show. I’m 
very passionate about the 
arts, so I take it very per-
sonally and passionately and 
many times I see how society 
skims. “It doesn’t matter the 
age or walk of life, there are 
three-year-olds who know 
their part, and seniors and 
parents in the show danc-
ing as well, so there’s really 
that sense of community and 
stress of art is important 
in community and it does 
change lives.”

“Sister Act, Abundantly” 
at Kings Theatre [1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Tilden 
Avenue and Duryea Place in 
Flatbush, (347) 788-1069, 
http://www.abundancearts.
org]. June 25 at 6 pm. $65.

Sister Act, Abundantly
Continued from Page 41 

D Man Age sings “Can’t Take No Break.” Lady M

Vincy calypso judging begins in New York
Continued from Page 41 

hall or just reggae,” he said. 
“This new album is a mixture 
of dancehall reggae, electronic 
dance music, and a lot of differ-
ent fusions.” 

Baby Cham explores and 
dabbles in different sounds in 
his latest album, presenting his 
fans with what they may have 
missed from him. He said often 
there was a rigid expectation 
for the genre, but invoked one 
of his idols and his creative 
inspiration.

“The whole album is like 
that. A lot of people think this 
is how dancehall is supposed to 
sound, but this just us going to 
the studio with a lot of freedom, 
and us doing what we want to 
do,” he said. “What Marley did, 
that’s authentic reggae because 
that’s what reggae is all about 
— different fusions of music.”

Despite not releasing a 
music project for close to a 
decade due to label issues, the 
musician used his time by 
branching away from contract 
by promoting singles and was 
building a favored brand. Now 
the name of his album, Law-

less is also the name of his line 
of t-shirts. While working on 
smaller projects, he said a fan 
base grew and they started ask-
ing for music.

“Since the last album, I was 
basically promoting singles 
from the last album “Ghetto 
Story” and was on the on road 
a lot,” he said. 

Most of the songs on the 
15-track album range from 
upbeat and dancey songs, to 
other songs that even tackle 
social commentary, according 
to Baby Cham. 

New dancehall release
Continued from Page 41 

Dancehall artist Baby 
Cham.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini 
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STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 30 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR  
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

By Kam Williams
If you’re familiar with the 

surreal cinematic stylings of 
Dominique Abel and Fiona 
Gordon, then you have an idea 
of what sort of treat’s in store 
while watching “Lost in Paris.” 
The talented husband and wife 
team wrote, directed and co-
star in their latest magical 
escape into the theater of the 
absurd.

The movie might best be 
described as a cross of Wes 
Anderson and Charlie Chaplin, 
as it is an unconventional, visu-
ally-captivating affair featuring 
little in the way of dialogue on 
the part of the mime-like leads. 
The lithe-limbed, rubber-faced 
duo entertain far more with 
their movements and expres-

sions than with words.
The film unfolds in Canada 

about a half-century ago, which 
is where we find Fiona (Gor-
don) bidding farewell to her 
beloved Aunt Martha (recent-

ly-deceased Emmanuelle Riva) 
who is moving to Paris. Fast-
forward to the present when 
Fiona, now a librarian, receives 
an urgent appeal for assistance 
from her 88-year-old aunt.

In the letter, Martha com-
plains that they’re trying to 
move her into an assisted-living 
facility for old folks. But the 
feisty free spirit will have none 
of it.

Fiona dutifully springs into 
action and the next thing you 
know she’s landed in France 
sporting a bright orange back-
pack festooned with a Canadian 
flag. Her troubles start right off 
the bat, when she gets stuck in 
a subway turnstile thanks to 
that oversized valise.

The slapstick escalates fur-
ther when the weight of the 
knapsack causes her to top-
ple into the Seine while posing 
for a photo on a bridge. She 
has to shed the bag to survive 
the ordeal, and ends up sepa-
rated from all her possessions, 
including her passport, cell 
phone, cash and clothes.

It is in these dire straits that 
Fiona crosses paths with Dom 
(Abel) an amorous hobo liv-
ing in a tent pitched along the 
banks of the river who soon 
becomes hopelessly smitten. 
So, Fiona finds herself hav-
ing to fend off the advances of 
an ardent admirer while franti-
cally searching for her missing 
aunt.

The ensuing chase proves 
every bit as charming and sub-
lime as it is hilarious and implau-
sible. A disarmingly-endearing 
homage to the Silent Film era!

“Lost in Paris”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
In French and English 
with subtitles
Running time: 83 min-
utes
Distributor: Oscilloscope 
Laboratories

Librarian courted by hobo while searching for aunt

Dominique Abel, Emmanuelle Riva and Fiona Gordon star in “Lost In Paris.” 
 www.rottentomatoes.com

All the Rage (Unrated) 
Healthcare documenta-
ry chronicling Dr. John 
Sarno’s half-century 
campaign against the 
over-prescription of pain 
medication. Featuring 
commentary by John Stossel, Howard 
Stern, Senator Bernie Sanders, Larry 
David and Dr. Andrew Weil.

The Bad Batch (R for violence, pro-
fanity, drug use and brief nudity) Post-
apocalyptic drama revolving around 
a young woman’s (Suki Waterhouse) 
struggle to survive after being dumped 
into a desert where she is soon sur-
rounded by a horde of savage cannibals. 
With Jim Carrey, Jason Momoa, Gio-
vanni Ribisi, Yolonda Ross and Keanu 
Reeves.

The Big Sick (R for profanity and 
sexual references) Romantic comedy 
recounting the real-life courting of fan 
(Zoe Kazan) by a Pakistani stand-up 
comedian (Kumail Nanjiani as himself). 
Supporting cast includes Ray Romano, 
Holly Hunter and SNL’s Aidy Bryant.

Bwoy (Unrated) Homoerotic drama 
revolving around a closeted, former 
physician (Anthony Rapp) who starts 
cheating on his wife (De’Adre Aziza) 
with a hunky young Jamaican (Jimmy 
Brooks) in the wake of their son’s 
untimely death. Featuring Jermaine 
Rowe, Drew Allen and Ashton Randle.

Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop: The Bad Boy 
Story (Unrated) Gangsta’ raptrospective 
chronicling the career of Sean “Puffy” 
“Puff Daddy” “Diddy” Combs, as well as 
story of the hip-hop label he founded in 
1993. With Lil Kim, Mary J. Blige, Faith 
Evans, Clive Davis and DMX.

Food Evolution (Unrated) Thought-
provoking eco-documentary exploring 
the critical issues of sustainability and 
food security in a world marked by esca-
lating competition for fewer and fewer 
natural resources. Featuring commen-
tary by Bill Nye - The Science Guy, Neil 
deGrasse Tyson and Tamar Haspel.

Paulina (Unrated) Dolores Fonzi 
plays the title character of this crime 
thriller, set in Argentina, as a lawyer 
who abandons a promising career in 
Buenos Aires to teach high school in 
her hometown, only to end up brutally 
assaulted by a local gang. With Oscar 
Martinez, Esteban Lamothe and Cris-
tian Salguero. (In Spanish and Guarani 
with subtitles)

In Pursuit of Silence (Unrated) Noise-
reduction documentary extolling the 
virtues of a little peace and quiet.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Troy Mauriello
If you blinked, you missed it.
A few moments of spectacular 

offense were all the New York Cos-
mos needed to score a 4–2 win over 
Puerto Rico FC on June 16 at MCU 
Park.

New York trailed 2–1 early and 

struggled to find offense for much 
of the game, but a pair of second-
half goals, in just five minutes, from 
midfielders Emmanuel Ledesma and 
Walter Restrepo gave the squad a 
spectacular come-from-behind vic-
tory.

Cosmos coach Giovanni Savarese 

wouldn’t reveal the specifics of his 
halftime speech, but was quick to 
credit the team with rising to the 
occasion down the stretch.

“I can’t say every single thing, 
because then there would be all 
lines bleeped,” he joked. “The real-

Late-game heroics give New York win at MCU Park

Knotted up: Cosmos midfi elder Emmanuel Ledesma tied up the game against Puerto Rico FC on June 16 
in the 69th minute, sparking a late-game comeback. The New York Cosmos

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
The cricket board for West Indies, on 

its 91st anniversary earlier this month, 
has re-branded itself as Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) from the former West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB).

The board also announced in a media 
release on their official website that the 
cricket team from now on will be offi-
cially known as “WINDIES.”

The release also quoted the board’s 
CEO Johnny Graves as saying that 
the name Cricket West Indies “better 
reflects how the organization oper-
ates.”

CWI President Dave Cameron said 
the name “is more inclusive and appro-
priate” as the board wants to recognize 
the “valuable role that our players, ter-
ritorial boards, staff, supporters, gov-

By Azad Ali
West Indies bounced back in the 

second ODI against Afghanistan to win 
through their bowling attack by four 
wickets last Sunday to level the series 
1-1.

But on the final day of the three-
match series rain forced the abandon-
ment of play for the day. 

In the second ODI they bowled out 
Afghanistan for 135 all out but then 
labored to reach their target, getting 
home in the 40th over at the Darren 
Sammy National Stadium in St. Lucia 

Now Cricket 
West Indies

Series draw

West Indies’ batsman Shai Hope. 
 Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena, File

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

COSMOS NOTCH COSMOS NOTCH 
COMEBACKCOMEBACK
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to beat the inexperienced Afghans.
Rashid Khan, who took seven wick-

ets for 18 runs in the first ODI picked 
up three for 26. Not a single Windies  
batsman passed 50 in the series.

Shai Hope scored 48 to see the 
West Indies to safety.

West Indies were humiliated in the 
first ODI as they lost by 63 runs. In 
chasing Afghanistan 213 runs off 50 
overs, the Windies slumped to 149 off 
44.4 overs..

ernments, coaches, match officials 
and volunteers, play in the organiza-
tion.”

The name “Windies’ has been 
associated with cricket teams that 
have been representing the Carib-
bean islands in a more colloquial 
way. The team, once regarded as one 
of the most feared in the game, has 
been on the decline since the past 
few years.

This year, the team also failed to 
make it to the ICC Champions Trophy 
and a series of defeats in ODI cricket 
have led to their automatic disquali-
fication from the 2019 ICC World Cup 
in jeopardy.

Tame draw

Windies

ity is that we needed to be a little more 
aggressive...and I think the second half 
was much better.”

The Cosmos had their first real 
chance in of the game in the 13th 
minute — and they capitalized. Cos-
mos defender Ayoze was able to curl a 
free kick around a wall of Puerto Rico 
defenders, past goalie Austin Pack, and 
into the net to give New York a one-
goal lead.

It was the second straight match in 
which the Cosmos scored a goal within 
the first 15 minutes, but once again, 
New York couldn’t hold on.

Puerto Rico’s Jair Puerto tied the 
game in the 17th minute. He had a 
hand in the next goal as well; after his 
beautiful centering pass found the foot 
of Yuma, who simply had to extend his 
foot to out in order to score his first 
goal of the year, and give the visitors a 
2-1 lead.

Puerto Rico had a few chances to 
extend its lead late in the first half, 
but could not capitalize in what was a 
lackluster opening 45 minutes for New 
York, during which the Cosmos took 
just two shots on goal.

“I think we started good, we scored 
a goal. And then I think they got confi-
dence, they scored one goal, they scored 
two goals and then we lost our [mind-
set],” Ledesma said.

The Cosmos changed their mindset 
in the second period, coming out with 
more energy in the opening minutes. 
Pack was forced out of the box several 
times early on in the half and had to 
make a stellar save on a rocket of a shot 
from Ayoze.

New York didn’t have anything to 
show for its efforts as the clock wound 
down, but in just a matter of moments, 
the entire complexion of the match 
changed.

Ledesma got it started in the 69th 
minute with a beautiful strike from just 

outside the corner of the 18-yard box to 
tie the game. Then, just four minutes 
later, Restrepo slotted away a centering 
pass from Irvin Herrera to give New 
York a 3–2 lead.

“I kicked it, and I tried to hit a target. 
And then when I saw the ball go to the 
corner…I can’t believe it,” Ledesma said 
of scoring the game-tying goal in his 
first game back from an ankle injury.

Just like that, the Cosmos generated 
the rally they so desperately needed. 
Pablo Vranjican added a stoppage time 
goal to extend the lead to 4–2 and put 
the game away and allowing the squad 
a bit of home-field confidence.

“We won. We got the three points. 
We haven’t won that many games at 
home, so for us it was very important to 
get those three points,” Savarese said. 
“The guys were really passionate about 
winning today and those three points 
are huge.”

Next up for the Cosmos will be a road 
matchup at Miami FC on June 24.

COSMOS NOTCH COMEBACK
Home sweet home: The Cosmos grabbed a much-needed victory on home fi eld on June 16, notching a come-
from-behind 4–2 win over Puerto Rico FC.  The New York Cosmos

Continued from Page 45 

Cricket West Indies President 
Dave Cameron.

Continued from Page 45 

Continued from Page 45 

By Azad Ali
Tears flowed as Jamaica’s superstar 

Usain Bolt made his final appearance 
before his home crowd, winning a spe-
cial 100 meters event dubbed “Salute 
to a Legend” at the Racers Grand Prix 
in Kingston last Saturday night (June 
10).

Bolt, 30, will end his remarkable 
career following August’s IAAF World 
Championships in London in August.

There was also jubilation among the 
30,000 fans in an emotional farewell at 
the National Stadium.

Although Bolt was slowly away from 
the blocks but found his usual midrace 
acceleration to pass the early lead-
ers and cross the line in first. Jamai-
cans Jhevaughn Minize and Nikel Ash-
meade followed Bolt across the line.

He celebrated with a lap around the 
track before striking his trademark 

“Lightning Bolt” pose much to the 
delight of his fans.

Bolt said afterwards, “I don’t think 
I have ever been that nervous to run 
in the 100 meters. It was nerve-wreck-
ing.”

“I have done all I have done. Being a 
legend now is something big,” he told 
reporters.

Bolt is an eight-time Olympic gold 
medalist and has announced that he 
will retire from the track after the 
IAAF World Championship in Lon-
don.

Usain Bolt wins final home run

Bolt receives a special award from 
his coach, Glen Mills.
 Associated Press / Bryan Cummings
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46TH 

ANNUAL 

WIADCA
WEST INDIAN AMERICAN DAY CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION, INC.

ATTENTION ALL VENDORS,
RESTAURANTS AND OTHER BUSINESSES
Calling everyone interested in selling or distributing any type of in-
formation during WIADCA’s 2017 New York Caribbean Carnival Parade.

This year, WIADCA is celebrating its 50th Anniversary of Carnival in 
Brooklyn.  Interested vendors have the opportunity to vend along the 
parade route on Eastern Parkway on Monday September 4th, 2017.  

WIADCA invites and welcomes all ethnic food vendors to provide their 
special cuisine from around the world for the millions of international 
visitors who participate every year. 

Early Registration Discounted Period:
Monday June 5th – Friday June 30th 2017.
Regular Registration Period:
Wednesday July 5th – Friday August 18th, 2017

REGISTRATION PROCESS: 
WIADCA’S Offi ce: 325 Rogers Avenue (Bet Montgomery &               
Sullivan) 
Online- www.wiadcacarnival.org 

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
In Offi ce Registration: Money Orders, Debit and/or Credit 
ONLY. Cash will not be accepted.
Online Registration: Credit & Debit Cards ONLY

(A Service Fee Applies When Using Credit & Debit Cards
During Online & In Offi ce Registration). 

WIADCA’S OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY 11:00 AM- 6:00 PM

Beginning Monday August 14th, the hours of operation 
will be extended to 7:00 pm every Wednesday & Friday.

Vending Spots will be assigned on a “First Come, First Served Basis”. 
WIADCA cannot guarantee any Spots, all spaces measure 10’ x 10’. 
NO Exceptions.

INSURANCE:
Vendors are required to purchase general Liability Insurance from a repu-
table Insurance Company that is licensed to provide insurance coverage. 

The policy should name the following individuals as additional insured:
WIADCA, The City of New York, Offi ce of the Mayor Street Activity. 

Below are agents where insurance can be purchased for all vendors for 
Labor Day Monday.

BROOKLYN:
Allied Insurance Brkg.
4315 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11203
Tel No: 718-693-2000

MANHATTAN:
EG Bowman Co, Inc.
5 Hanover Square #201,
New York, NY 10004
Tel No: 212-425-8150

Tel: Fax: 718-778-1808
Web: Email: wiadcainc@gmail.com

Offi ce: 323-325 Rogers Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11225
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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