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Increasing gun smuggling 
worries Caribbean officialsMusic ends Heritage Month

Some sounds: Members of the band Kutters Rhythm, from left, Dawn Nedd, Susan 
Boothman and Tony President play some music for guests at Brooklyn Borough 
Hall park. See story on Page 22. Photo by Jason SpeakmaP

By Nelson A. King 
The United States Depart-

ment of State said two top 
Trump administration offi-
cials have headed to Gre-
nada to attend the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) 
summit currently underway 

there.
The State Department said 

on Wednesday that Under 
Secretary of State for Politi-
cal Affairs Thomas A. Shan-
non, Jr., and Acting Assist-
ant Secretary for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs, Francis-

co Palmieri, traveled to St. 
George’s, the Grenada capi-
tal, July 5–6, for the 38th 
CARICOM Conference of the 
Heads of Government.

“The under secretary will 
meet with CARICOM mem-

Top US officials attend CARICOM Summit

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
At almost every summit 

of Caribbean Community 
leaders, the issue of crime 
and security is placed on the 
agenda as is the case at this 
week’s main annual confer-
ence underway in Grenada. 
The opening ceremony was 
held Tuesday evening, July 4.

Also likely to engage the 
attention of leaders would 
be the situation in nearby 
Venezuela which has been 
embroiled in months of pro-
tests owing to the virtual 

collapse of the economy and 
the tough living and survival 
conditions which have come 
with it.

It is unclear when exactly 
leaders will discuss crime and 
security but St. Lucian Prime 
Minister Allen Chastanet has 
already put the issue in per-
spective, saying that govern-
ments ought to be worried 
about arms smuggling from 
nearby Venezuela into the 
region as an example.

He did not identify any 
Continued on Page 6
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By Nelson A. King
A Brooklyn Supreme Court judge 

on Thursday sentenced a Caribbean 
American former nurse and a hitman 
she hired to kill her Jamaican-born 
husband to life in prison without the 
possibility of parole. 

Justice Neil Firetog imposed the 
stiff sentence on Alisha Noel-Mur-
ray and Kirk Portious, both 29, of 
Brownsville, Brooklyn, following 
their convictions earlier this month 
to first-degree murder after a jury 
trial. 

Prosecutors said that Noel-Mur-
ray, the daughter of Guyanese-born 
Registered Nurse Pauline Noel and 
Grenadian-born construction worker 
Andrew Noel, hired Portious to kill her 
husband, Omar Murray, 37, after two 
previous failed assassination attempts 
on his life. Noel-Murray’s estranged 
parents reside in Brooklyn. 

Noel-Murray, who was fired as a 
registered nurse by the Visiting Nurse 
Services of New York (VNS), tried to 
cash out life insurance policies under 
her husband’s name days after he was 
killed, prosecutors said. 

“With their premeditated and cal-
lous actions, these two defendants 
forfeited their right to remain part 
of our society,” said Acting Brooklyn 
District Attorney Puerto Rican-born 
Eric Gonzalez immediately after Jus-
tice Firetog imposed the sentence. 
“They planned and carried out the 
heinous and cruel execution of an 
innocent man for nothing more than 
pure greed.” 

According to trial testimony, on 
Feb. 24, 2013, at about 12:58 p.m., 
Omar Murray was shot three times 
and died inside his home, at 204 Lott 
Ave. in Brownsville. 

Gonzalez said the investigation led 
police to Damien Lovell, 33, Noel-
Murray’s boyfriend, who told inves-
tigators that his girlfriend had asked 
him to find someone to kill her hus-
band after her attempt to poison him 
had failed. 

The first person shot at Omar 
Murray on Feb. 6, 2013, but missed, 
according to trial testimony.

Lovell then hired Portious and pro-
vided him with a US$500 down pay-
ment and the gun, which he received 
from Noel-Murray, court evidence 
showed. 

Caribbean 
American 

ex-nurse and 
her hitman 

jailed for life

By Nelson A. King
The Pan American Health Organiza-

tion (PAHO) said its Dominican-born 
director, Dr. Carissa F. Etienne, has pre-
sented her proposed platform for the 
next five years.

PAHO said the presentation, for the 
post of director of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau (PASB), took place on 
Friday during the Candidates’ Forum, 
with member states, at PAHO headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C. 

PAHO member states will elect Dr. 
Etienne at the 29th Pan American Sani-
tary Conference here, from Sept. 25 – 29, 
2017.

She will assume another five-year 
term on Feb. 1, 2018, PAHO said. Etienne 
has been PASB director since Feb. 1, 
2013. 

According to the PAHO’s Constitu-
tion, Etienne can be reelected for a sec-
ond five-year term. 

PAHO said her candidacy was the 
only one that was presented by member 
states. 

The President of the PAHO Exec-
utive Committee, Ruben A. Nieto, of 
Argentina, moderated the forum on Fri-
day, during which Etienne “presented 
her platform, her policy priorities and 
the financial and programmatic direc-
tion she proposed for the organization,” 
according to PAHO.

PAHO said Etienne made a 30-minute 
oral presentation, which was followed by 
an hour question-and-answer session 
with member states, in accordance with 
the Rules Governing the Election of the 
Director. 

Etienne was elected PAHO director by 
member states of the organization on 
Sept. 19, 2012 and began her five-year 
term on Feb. 1, 2013. 

From March 2008 until Nov. 1, 2012, 
PAHO said Etienne served as assistant 
director-general for Health Systems and 
Services at the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Prior to that, as assistant director of 
PAHO, from July 2003 to February 2008, 
she led five technical areas: Health Sys-
tems and Services; Technology, Health 
Care and Research; Health Surveil-
lance and Disease Management; Family 
and Community Health; and Sustain-
able Development and Environmental 
Health.

During her tenures at WHO and 
PAHO, Etienne led the efforts to renew 
primary health care and to strength-
en health systems, based on primary 
health care, promoting integration and 
improved functioning of health systems, 
according to PAHO. 

PAHO said she has also spearheaded 
policy directions for reducing health 
inequalities and advancing health for all 
through universal coverage, people-cen-
tered care, the integration of health into 
broader public policies, and inclusive and 
participatory health leadership.

PAHO said the World Health Report 
2010, “Health systems financing: the 
path to universal coverage, was pro-
duced under Etienne and WHO’s deputy 
director-general. 

“The report is recognized worldwide 
for providing an agenda for action by 
countries at all stages of development 

to move more quickly and in a sustain-
able manner towards universal coverage, 
while proposing ways in which the inter-
national community can better support 
efforts to achieve universal coverage and 
improve health outcomes,” PAHO said.

It said Etienne has also led the WHO 
global agenda “to support universal 
access to safe and efficacious medical 
products and the development of a glo-
bal code of practice for the international 
recruitment of health personnel.”

PAHO said Etienne also chaired the 
International Health Partnership (IHP+) 
initiative, which seeks to commit part-
ners to work together and put into prac-
tice international principles for effective 
aid and development cooperation in the 
health sector.

In her native Dominica, PAHO said 
Etienne began her career as a medical 
officer at the Princess Margaret Hospital, 
where she eventually became the chief 
medical officer. 

She has also served in other high-level 
posts in Dominica, including coordinator 
of the National AIDS Program, disaster 
coordinator for the Ministry of Health, 
chair of the National Advisory Council 
for HIV/AIDS, and director of Primary 
Health Care Services, PAHO said.

It said Etienne received her medical 
degree (Bachelor of Medicine and Bach-
elor of Surgery — MBBS) from the Uni-
versity of the West Indies, at the Mona 
Campus in Jamaica, and her Master in 
Science (MSc) in Community Health in 
developing countries from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine, University of London.

PAHO Director Dr. Carissa F. Etienne addresses canddates’ forum. PAHO

PAHO Dominican-born director 
presents platform

Continued on Page 5
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Caribbean
Six Caribbean countries recent-

ly participated the Caribbean Export 
Development Agency’s AgroaIimentaria  
Fair — the Dominica Republic’s largest 
and most important food and beverage 
food fair. 

Companies from six Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) countries took 
part in the event, funded by the 11th 
EDF Regional Private Sector Develop-
ment Program and presented a range 
of products; Saints Brewery Company 
Ltd. from Barbados; 
Pomeroon Oil Mill Inc. 
from Guyana; the St. 
Lucia Trade Promo-
tions Agency (TEP), 
representing three 
companies from St .Lucia; Coffee Solu-
tions from Jamaica; Suriname Candied 
Fruits N.V; and the Trinidad and Tobago 
Fine Cocoa Company Ltd.

Deputy Executive Director at Carib-
bean Export Escipion Oliveria said the 
participation of CARICOM at Agroali-
mentaria for the first time is a signifi-
cant development contribution towards 
the increase of regional trade.

Bahamas
The new Bahamas government is 

seeking outside help from the govern-
ments of United Kingdom and Singa-
pore for drafting anti-corruption legis-
lation that would result in the seizure of 
assets of corrupt public officials.

Speaking at the end of the budget 
debate in parliament recently, Prime 
Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis said Trans-
parency International and other agen-
cies have documented 
the degree to which 
corrupt practices sty-
mied economic growth 
and development.

He said investors 
should not have the cost of doing busi-
ness increased by certain officials look-
ing for something.

The prime minister said the foreign 
governments would be asked to assist 
with the overhaul of anti-corruption 
legislation and the strengthening of 
anti-corrupt best practices.

Dr. Minnis said the consultants will 
be thorough and will include discus-
sions on the issue of technology and 
other oversight mechanisms to stem 
corruption among all officials, includ-
ing political leaders, public officers and 
those with business before the govern-
ment.

Barbados
The Barbados National Union of Pub-

lic Workers (NUPW) said it will take 
industrial action if the government 
does not reverse the tax increases which 
were recently announced by Finance 
Minister Chris Sinkler.

Sinkler has described the threat as 
“ill -advised and unfortunate” at this 
time.

The Finance Minister told the online 
publication Barbados TODAY that he 
does not believe the union’s leadership 
“is obvious to the fact that the alterna-
tives to the measures which we intro-
duced, including an increase in the 
National Social Responsibility (NSRL), 
will be more hurtful to public officers 
than what is proposed”.

In delivering the country’s 2017 
budget last month the Finance Minister 
increased the NSRL to l0 percent from 
two percent, intro-
duced a two percent 
tax on all foreign 
exchange transac-
tions and increased 
excise duty on fuels.

Sinkler said there are persons in 
Barbados who argue that the govern-
ment should reduce the size of the pub-
lic service saying that it would mean 
that the government should send home 
thousands of public servants from the 
service.

NUWP president Kanni McDowell 
said that the industrial action could 
come in the form of a go slow, sickout, 
work to rule of all forms and that the 
government has until July to meet the 
union’s demands.

Cayman Islands
Britain’s Foreign and Common-

wealth Office (FCO) has appointed 
Anwar Bokth Choudhury as the next 
governor of the Cayman Islands.

Choudhury, 58, who is currently 
based in Peru as 
Britain’s ambas-
sador, will take up 
his appointment 
in March 2018, a 
release from the FCO said.

The next governor was born in Bang-
ladesh and is Muslim. He served in the 
Royal Air Force (RAF) before joining 
the Ministry of Defense and was head-
hunted to the FCO ranks from the 
Cabinet office.

Choudhury joined the Foreign Office 
in 2003 and became high commissioner 
to his native Bangladesh in 2004, where 
he was injured in a bomb attack that 
year at the Hazrat Shahjalal shrine in a 
terrorist attack.

In 2008 he served as director of 
International Institutions responsible 
for multilateral policy.

He replaces outgoing governor, Helen 
Kilpatrick, who is expected to leave the 
Cayman Islands early next year.

Jamaica
Jamaica’s trade and investment pro-

motions agency, Jamaica Promotions 
Corporation (JMPRO), said they will 
lead 18 companies on an export promo-
tion mission to Barbados, Trinidad and 
Tobago and The Bahamas.

In a release, JMPRO said that this 

move was part of a strategy to develop 
Jamaican exporters and increase export 
to regional markets dubbed “The Carib-
bean Market Mission” and forms part 
of their export development program 
(Export Max).

It began on June 18 in Barbados and 
ended on June 30, in The Bahamas.

The mission, according to JAM-
PRO will give companies the oppor-
tunity to promote 
Brand Jamaica in the 
regional and increase 
outlets, and have key 
discussions with pri-
vate and public sector partners to gar-
ner market intelligence.

The Caribbean Market Mission will 
support Export Max’s goal of increas-
ing overall exports for the participating 
companies by 50 percent.

Export Max 11 is a three-year initia-
tive geared towards providing focused 
capacity building and market penetra-
tion support for export, the release 
said.

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime 

Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves recently 
met with Cuban President Raul Castro 
during a working visit to the island.

During the meeting the two leaders 
spoke about the progress in bilateral 
relations and welcomed the recent com-
memoration of the 25th anniversary of 

Cuban, Vincentian heads meet
Cuba’s President Raul Castro, center, and Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Ralph Everard Gonsalves walk out 

together following the offi cial group photo at the Summit of the Americas, in Panama City, Panama, Saturday, April 11, 2015. 
Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File

Continued on Page 8
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assessment and recruitment

Thursday, July 13th I 8am - 3pm 
Food Court I Lower Level I JCPenney Wing

90-15 Queens Boulevard, Elmhurst, NY 11373

Public Transportation:
M and R to Woodhaven Blvd., Q21, Q38, Q59, Q60, Q88

Free and open to the public
Numerous Employers

Professional attire recommended
Bring plenty of résumés

For more information or to arrange a special needs 
request, call Senator Peralta’s office, 718-205-3881

SPONSORED BY 
STATE SENATOR JOSE PERALTA ,
WOODSIDE ON THE MOVE, AND

QUEENS CENTER 

CCCEEEELLEEEBBBRRRRAAATEE  TTHHHEEE

Gonzalez said the gun-
man was promised a total 
of US$3,500. He said 
Noel-Murray had taken 
out nearly US$900,000 in 
life insurance on her hus-
band before the murder 
and attempted to cash out 
the policies within days of 
his death. 

Lovell had previously 
pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder for a prom-
ised sentence of 15 years 
to life in prison, Gonzalez 
said.   

“I thought she loved 
my brother,” said Andrew 
Knight, the brother of 
Omar Murray, about Noel-
Murray at Thursday’s pre-
sentencing hearing.  

Noel-Murray had made 
her own attempt to kill 
her husband in October 
2012 by poisoning his din-
ner after she found out 
he cheated on her with 
a prostitute, according to 
the New York Daily News. 

When that plan failed, 
she engaged in an affair 
with Lovell and confided 
in him to solicit someone 

to kill Omar Murray, the 
paper said. 

Lovell testified in 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
against Noel-Murray and 
Kirk Portious in exchange 
for 15 years to life in pris-
on.

A jury had taken only 
three hours to convict 
Noel-Murray of first-
degree murder. 

Portious was found 
guilty by a separate jury 
for pumping three bul-
lets into Murray’s body at 
204 Lott Ave., “as Noel-
Murray coldly hid in an 
upstairs bedroom with 

her 10-month-old baby,” 
the Daily News said. 

“The man who mur-
dered your husband is 
sitting right there and, 
this whole trial, she acted 
like it was nothing; she 
showed no remorse, no 
emotion,” Knight told the 
pre-sentencing hearing 
on Thursday. 

Noel-Murray told Lovell 
that she was the benefici-
ary of three separate life 
insurance policies out 
on her husband, and she 
needed him dead to cash 
in and clear up her financ-
es, according to the Daily 
News. 

“She didn’t care about 
Omar, only herself, he was 
a US$900,000 check,” said 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Emily Dean to Justice 
Firetog.

Prosecutors said, dur-
ing trial, that Noel-Murray 
was not initially linked to 
her husband’s murder for 
over a year, during which 
time she remarried. 

“She continues to 
maintain her innocence,” 
said Wynton Sharpe, Noel-
Murray’s defense attorney. 

Two sentenced to life in prison

Alisha Noel-Murray.
Offi ce of Brooklyn District At-

torney

Continued from page 3 

Tristan’s L I M O U S I N E  S E R V I C E

Ride In Style!

LOW LOW

RATES
We will take you there
in Prestige & Style

Prom  Sweet Sixteen & Birthday Parties Weddings
Night on the Town Casino Trips (Atlantic City)

All occasions We also do Tuxedo Rentals!

503 Madison St. Brooklyn, NY 11221 718-453-7500 917-293-7888
www.tristanlimo.com tristanlimo@yahoo.com



6    Caribbean Life, July 07–July 13, 2017 BQ

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

country as a recipient of smuggled 
arms and ammunition but he was 
quick to point out that “we have seen 
an increase in the movement of arms. 
We have seen an increase in money 
laundering and just basic criminal 
activity,” Chastanet said. “I think we 
have to take an interest in what’s 
happening. From a security perspec-
tive we are very concerned about the 
deterioration of things in Venezuela 
because it has impacted us from a 
security perspective,” he said.

Chastanet’s remarks at the sum-
mit, came a day after authorities in 
Trinidad complained bitterly about 
a near $20M illegal gun trade opera-
tion mostly through the smuggling 
of hand and long guns through jet 
skis for the tourism sector and by way 
of containers which are not flagged 
or searched by customs and security 
officials.

The information was passed onto 
legislators at a joint select committee 
of parliament this week and even the 
police appeared to have been surprised 
by the announcement that guns are 
smuggled through containers and jet 
skis entering Trinidad.

Customs Chief Glenn Singh told 
the committee that the perception 
that the lower classes are the ones 
smuggling guns into the twin island 

with Tobago is not correct.
“It is not the small people who 

bring in weapons. It is the rich people 
you should be having your eyes on,” 
he said, noting up to 40 percent of the 
containers which enter the country do 
so without inspections. These are not 
brought in by the poorer classes.

The announcement has startled the 
police administration. Senior Super-
intendent Leroy Brebnor said that 
importers will do dry runs and once 
they determine that the containers 
will get safe passage into the country 
would load them up with illegal items 
the next time.

Gun trafficking
Continued from page 1 

ber heads of government and foreign 
ministers to discuss regional and 
bilateral issues of mutual interest,” 
the department said. 

“He will also meet with CARICOM 
Chairman and Prime Minister of 
Grenada Keith Mitchell to discuss 
stronger coordination between the 
United States and the Caribbean 
Community,” it added. 

In keeping with a mandate from 
the US–Caribbean Strategic Engage-
ment Act, or HR 4939, which became 
Public Law 114-29, after being signed 
last year by former United States 
President Barack H. Obama, the 
United States last month released 
a “Multi-Year Strategy for Engage-
ment with the Caribbean.” 

The United States Department of 
State said it has, in coordination 
with the US Agency for Internation-
al Development (USAID), submitted 
the strategy to the United States 
Congress “that establishes a frame-
work for enhancing the security and 
prosperity of the United States and 
its Caribbean partners. 

“Considered the ‘third border’ of 
the United States, the Caribbean is 
a vital part of our efforts to counter 
organized crime and illicit traffick-
ing, support democracy throughout 
the Western hemisphere, strength-
en energy security, and create jobs 

through increased trade and invest-
ment,” said the State Department in 
a media note.

“A secure and stable Caribbean 
contributes to a safer and more pros-
perous United States by securing 
the United States border, protecting 
United States citizens abroad, and 
increasing opportunities for United 
States exports,” it added.

“The United States will con-
tinue to work with the Caribbean 
region to support commitments in 
the multi-year strategy; encour-
age private sector-led growth and 
job creation; reduce energy costs 
through diversification, regulatory 
reform, and public-private partner-
ships; and maximize partnerships in 
health and education for more sus-
tainable growth and development in 
the Western Hemisphere,” the State 
Department said.

It said the United States Con-
gress mandated this Caribbean 
strategy “underscores US interest in 
enhanced relations with the govern-
ments of the Caribbean, the Carib-
bean Diaspora, the private sector 
and civil society.”

The strategy states that the Car-
ibbean region is the United States’ 
“’third border’, characterized by 
common interests and societal ties 
that yield daily, tangible benefits for 
United States citizens.” 

US officials attend summit
Continued from page 1 

St. Lucia’s Prime Minister Allen Mi-
chael Chastanet addressing the 71st 
session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly at U.N. headquarters. 
 Associated Press / Jason DeCrow, File
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ONE 
DAY 
SALE
SHOP 10AM-10PM 
FRI & SAT, JULY 7 & 8
Hours may vary by store. See macys.com 
& click on stores for local information.

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 7/7-7/8/2017.

FREE 
SHIPPING 
Online with $25 purchase.
Valid 7/7-7/8. Exclusions apply;
 see macys.com/freereturns

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, macys.com, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, cosmetics/fragrances, 
designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, maternity, select licensed depts., previous purchases, rugs, services, smart watches/
jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, Apple Products, Avec Les Filles, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, 
Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro Line, La Blanca, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, 
Movado Bold, Natori, Original Penguin, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Stuart Weitzman, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; 
PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer 
except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has 
no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash or applied as payment or credit to your account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Purchase must be $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.

$20
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one per customer. Valid 7/7 till 2pm or 7/8 till 2pm. 
Exclusions apply; see below.

OFF
TILL 2PM 20% OFF

ALL DAY
SELECT SALE CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 
EXTRA 15% OFF
SELECT SALE JEWELRY, WATCHES, SHOES,  
COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE,  
SWIM FOR HER; SUIT SEPARATES & SPORT COATS 
FOR HIM & HOME ITEMS.  
VALID 7/7-7/8/17. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE BELOW.

JUST FOR MACY’S CARDHOLDERS!  
USE YOUR CARD & GET AN EXTRA
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At our union, the RWDSU, we are seeing workers across the
U.S. demand the respect and fair treatment all workers
deserve. They are doing it by choosing a union voice, and

they are doing it because now more than ever, workers need a
union in their corner so they can build better lives for themselves
and their families.

In the South, where it is more difficult to be a union activist
than anywhere else in the U.S., the RWDSU Mid-South Council
recently celebrated reaching the remarkable milestone of 10,000
members, doubling their size in five years. The Mid-South Council
just won union recognition and a first contract for workers at four
Piggly Wiggly grocery stores in Alabama. And in Georgia, the
RWDSU Southeast Council is celebrating a win for over 100
workers at a Nestle Foods distribution center.

In New England, where the RWDSU represents hundreds of
workers at Coca-Cola and Pepsi bottling plants, the union has won
strong new contracts. And at Guitar Center stores in New York, Las
Vegas, Chicago and Boston, workers are about to hold a ratification
vote for their first union contract, which the dedicated worker
activists there have for years fought for. 

No workplace is too big or too small for union representation,
and there are no industries where workers can’t improve their jobs
by joining a union. The RWDSU has welcomed workers at poultry
plants and retail stores. And, the RWDSU represents workers in
New York’s medical marijuana industry, as well as adult toy stores
in New York City including Babeland, and thanks to their win at the
end of June, Pleasure Chest.

The dedication of union workers to winning a voice, the strong
contracts they are proving they can negotiate, and the diverse field
of industries represented shows that workers can win, even at a
time when the playing field is stacked squarely against them and
bosses will do whatever they can to keep unions out. 

Workers are proving that they don’t have to settle for lack of
respect at work, and for an economy that sees workers fighting for
scraps while the rich just get richer. Working people have had
enough of being told they should just be happy to have a job, and
that the wealth at the top will somehow magically trickle down to
them if they just go along with low pay, poor benefits, and bosses
that won’t listen to them or address their problems. They are
fighting back against anti-union propaganda and intimidation. They
are fighting back against professional union-
busters who spread lies and misinformation,
and try to scare workers away from
changing their jobs for the better. Workers
are joining together and winning together,
and the RWDSU stands with all of them.

By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Across the U.S.,
Workers are
Choosing a 
Union Voice

their establishment.
Gonsalves ratified his solidarity with 

Cuba following the 
new policy announce-
ment of the United 
States government 
towards the island.

They also addressed issues of region-
al interest, in particular, the situation 
with respect to Venezuela.

Dr. Gonsalves was accompanied by 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Ambas-
sador to Cuba Ellsworth John. 

Trinidad
Tropical Storm Bret which hit Trini-

dad and Tobago recently has left more 
than $1 billion in damages.

Head of the Office of Disaster Prepar-
edness and Management (ODPEM) Cap-
tain Neville Wint told a press confer-
ence that it was estimated that 135,000 
homes and 400,000 persons were affect-

ed. He said the statistics were compiled 
by the 14 regional corporations in Trini-
dad and the Tobago House of Assembly 
(THA).

He noted that Tobago and south 
Trinidad were most impacted. There 
are still homes surrounded by water 
and the flood water is 
receding very slowly 
because of persistent 
rain.

Several roofs of 
houses were blown 
away or damaged, while farmers lost 
millions in agricultural crops and live-
stock.

The government has established a 
TT $25 million fund to assist those 
who are in dire need of financial help 
to replace stoves, fridges and other 
household items which were damaged 
by the flood.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports,

business, viewpoints and more.

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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By Albert Baldeo
To understand what 

cricket supremacy means in 
a global context to the aver-
age Caribbean man, is best 
summarized by the former 
Prime Minister of Jamai-
ca, Michael Manley, “The 
West Indies are Third World 
countries, but we belong 
and are in the first World 
of Cricket.” Cricket is not 
only a religion in the Car-
ibbean, but it best defines 
the region in any context. 
Regional political integra-
tion has followed cricket 
as a unifying and defining 
force.

In a deeper psychologi-
cal and historical context, a 
West Indian cricketer’s art-
istry and flamboyance is the 
product of the post-colonial 
era, where the psyche is the 
celebration and liberation 
from that bondage. His glo-
rious successes lifted a mar-
ginalized people from their 
daily burdens, and took 
them to flights of pride over 
their achievements, living 
in the ecstatic comfort of 
the superlatives that always 
followed-helping them over-
come their daily burdens.

Cricket is simply the life-
blood of the Caribbean, and 
its greatest adhesive force. 
C.L.R. James, the renowned 
cricket scholar, in his work 
“Cricket in West Indian 
Culture,” at, p 119 aptly 
noted, “From its beginning 
to this day cricket in the 
West Indies has expressed 
with astonishing fidel-
ity the social relations of 
the islands.” In his semi-
nal work, “Beyond a Bound-
ary,” James puts cricket in 

perspective when he wrote, 
“Cricket is first and fore-
most a dramatic spectacle. 
It belongs with the thea-
tre, ballet, opera and the 
dance.”

As kids, we were inspired 
to become famous and 
reach the pinnacle of crick-
eting fame like Sir Garfield 
Sobers, Sir Learie Constan-
tine, George Headley, Sir 
Frank Worrell, Rohan Kan-
hai and other West Indian 
icons so revered around the 
cricketing world. They are 
the very embodiment of the 
West Indian dream, and the 
fruit of its labor. One of the 
great lessons we learnt as 
aspiring cricketers was to 
walk when you knew you 
were out without waiting 
for the umpire’s signal and 
to acknowledge a good per-
formance from the oppos-
ing side.

In fact, sportsmanship 
was as intrinsic a part of a 
cricketer’s development as 
his ability to flick the ball 
off the legs, late cut or hook 
a bouncer off the eyebrows. 
The latter was a necessity in 
those days because our par-
aphernalia consisted only of 
a sculptured coconut tree 
branch or carved piece of 
wood for a bat and a cork 
ball for a ball, much in the 
traditions of the great West 
Indian players listed above. 
There were no helmets or 
pads, you had to play off the 
legs or get crippled.

As Samuel Selvon chroni-

cles in his book, “The Cricket 
Match,” Ways of Sunlight, p. 
162, a dry mango seed often 
substituted for a ball, and a 
pitch oil tin for a wicket. Yet, 
what cricket meant for us as 
kids is best summarized by 
Nobel Laureate Sir V. S. Nai-
paul, in The Middle Passage, 
p. 44, “Cricket has always 
been more than a game in 
Trinidad. In a society which 
demanded no skills and 
offered no rewards to merit, 
cricket was the only activ-
ity which permitted a man 
to grow to his full stature 
and to be measured against 
international standards… 
The cricketer was our only 
hero-figure.”

This question as to who 
is the greatest cricketer has 
spurred great debate when 
Wisden’s so-called panel of 
experts chose Sir Don Brad-
man over Sir Garry Sobers 
as the cricketer of the last 
century, and, a fortiori, the 
greatest cricketer. Hopefully, 
this article will put the issue 
to rest. Sir Garfield Sobers 
was the greatest cricketer, 
as distinct from being the 
greatest batsman, which 
honor belongs to Bradman 
and others. Sobers was the 
greatest cricketer of this 
and any other century, and 
by parity of reasoning, that 
he was the greatest crick-
eter that has ever lived, or 
the greatest the world has 
ever seen.

The son of a merchant 
seaman from the small 
island of Barbados, he was 
only five when his father 
died at sea in January 1942, 
after his ship was torpe-

By Wayne Kublalsingh
I had a cursory look at part 

of the Anthony Bourdain doc-
umentary two days ago. I did 
see the part which triggered 
the latest verbal attacks on 
the Syrian / Lebanese com-
munities in our nation. There 
was nothing in that part which 
offended me. After seeing some 
stir on my Facebook page, I 
went searching for that part. I 
again looked at it. I saw a fam-
ily happy to show off its food. 
Happy to say how much they 
had achieved. Happy to show 
how far they had come. Happy 
to show that they had brought 
some Middle Eastern magic 
and cultural richness to these 
tropical islands. There was 
some socio-economic analysis, 
but nothing injurious; for me 
this episode, perhaps too inno-
cently, exuded pride in roots, 
in accomplishment, in civic 
and economic importance.

Why did such a family 
moment, a Syrian / Lebanese 
moment in the sun, go wrong? 
The pathology is in the public 
response. The response paints 
an unflattering portrait of 
some responders. Something 
disturbed them, and it cannot 
just be that video.

If, as some say, that Syr-
ians are responsible for drugs 
and gunrunning, why have 
not the alleged guilty parties 
been arrested? Must a Syr-
ian daughter arrest a Syrian 
father and haul him into the 
police precinct? I myself have 
been hauled, not less than six 
or seven times, into police pre-
cincts, jail cells, brought to 

court, roughed up, for the hor-
rible crimes of right action, 
right advocacy in our econom-
ic history. Okay, no problem. 
But why have not these alleged 
criminals been brought to 
court? Who is responsible for 
this? The Syrians?

Or, as I have been told, the 
Syrians are oppressing “we.” 
Really? Big man like you, and 
the Syrians oppressing you? 
No Syrian can oppress you 
brother, unless you share 
in, consent to, this alleged 
oppression. You, who have 
come from a history of colo-
nial oppression, are allowing a 
minority ethnic group oppress 
you? Why such lack of robust-
ness? Are you yet a mewling 
and puking indenture? Catch 
yourself!

Or, the Syrians “control” 
all the big business. Really? 
Is this true? Every immigrant 
group which has come to these 
shores have brought their own 
economic habits, terms, skills, 
types of trade. Without excep-
tion. Taino, Arahuacan, Span-
ish, African, French, Dutch, 
Irish, British, East Indian, 
Chinese, Venezuelan, Syrian, 
Grenadian, St. Vincentian and 
Chinese again. If you fail to 
use your historical economic 
bootstrings to pull yourself up, 
must you blame another group 
in the cosmos for this?

Or, that the Syrians don’t 
mix with we. Really? Let us 
assume that this is so. In this 
cosmic dance, everyone must 
be free to decide if or not 
to attend, when to dance or 

Respect our 
cosmopolitan republic

OP-EDS

Who was the greatest 
cricketer — Bradman or 

Sir Garfield Sobers?
Cricket has always 
been more than a 
game in Trinidad. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.
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Once again, Jamaica is in 
the spotlight. 

This time shining the light 
on the Caribbean island / 
nation is the Harlem Reper-
tory Theater with a 60th anni-
versary staging of the musi-
cal that launched the iconic 
actress Lena Horne into Broad-
way stardom.

In 1957, the legendary star 
of stage, screen and recordings 
starred in Y.E Yip Harburg and 
Fred Saidy’s “Jamaica” and the 
rest is history.

The musical opened on 
Broadway at the Imperial Thea-
tre on Oct. 31, 1957 and closed 
on April 11, 1959 after 558 per-
formances.

The cast included Ricardo 
Montalban as Koli and Horne 
as Savannah, Ossie Davis as 
Cicero, and Josephine Premice 
as Ginger.

Every principal actor was 
nominated for a Tony award 
the following year but Davis 
took home the coveted trophy 
for his best Performance by a 
Featured Actor in a Musical.

Alvin Ailey was the principal 
dancer.

In honor of that historic 
theatrical debut the musi-

cal, “Jamaica” returns to New 
York City, this time to The 
Tato Laviera Theatre, 240 East 
123rd St. in Harlem.

“Jamaica” takes its audience 
on a journey to Pigeon Island 
off the coast of Jamaica, fol-
lowing an ambitious island girl 
named Savannah who dreams 
of finding true love and escap-
ing to New York City. 

“The production examines 
how an isolated island commu-
nity navigates the perils of love, 
family and relationships while 
they confront the increasing 
pressures of American com-
mercialism, class struggles 
and racism.”

Harburg a playwright and 
lyricist wrote the now land-
mark production when he 
was a victim of Sen. Joseph R. 
McCarthy’s purge of liberals, 
Communist sympathizers and 
anti-political rhetoric. 

During the period of fear 
from persecution and reper-

cussions from elected officials 
at the highest level of govern-
ment, many creative talents 
were forced to work under-
ground, temper their expres-
sions or submit to making the 
ultimate sacrifice by leaving 
the country.

Paul Robeson, opera singer, 
actor, athlete, cultural scholar 
and Civil Rights activist did.

Harburg chose not to find 
a home elsewhere outside of 
America. Instead he abandoned 
a career in Hollywood (where a 
serious McCarthy blacklist pre-
vailed) and focused his talents 
on the Broadway stage.

Revered as the “social con-
science of Broadway” after writ-
ing the depression era lyrics for 
his anthem “Brother Can You 
Spare a Dime?” Harburg’s pro-
gressive communal vision is 
now a nostalgic triumph.

His socially conscious clas-
sic Broadway shows include 
the anti-racist, anti-capitalist 

musicals: “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
(1947) “Bloomer Girl,” “Fla-
hooley” (1951) and “Jamaica” 
(1957).

He also won wide acclaim 
for his collaborative presenta-
tion with Fred Saidy of “The 
happiest Girl in the World” 
(1961).

Together with the play-
wright, Harburg set the stage 
for a number of winning pro-
ductions.

As co-writer of the book, 
Saidy was nominated for Broad-
way theater’s highest award — 
the Tony — for Best Musical 
for his work on “Jamaica.”

‘Jamaica’ takes center stage in Harlem

Jamaica The Musical.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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not dance, what tune to 
dance to or what not. 
This is the essence of 
cosmopolitanism. Free-
dom to engage, par-
ticipate, on one’s own 
terms. No one should 
be forced, or ransomed, 
or induced to conform 
to some vague idea of 
“we” or “mixing.” In 
any event, geography, 
economics, and the 
marketplace demands 
engagement; the cos-
mopolitan canvas is 
never fully painted.

Ours is a cosmopoli-
tan Republic. And let 
us wave the flag of cos-
mopolitanism which 
history has so honorifi-
cally bestowed on us. It 
is vile, oppressive and 
shameful to be loading 
off on a minority nation-
al or ethnic group; this 
group, like all other 
groups, should be cher-

ished, loved, protected, 
celebrated like we cele-
brate the achievements 
of our young brothers 
or sisters. We should be 
happy to see the obvi-
ous pride exuded in the 
video, a family so eager 
to show off their accom-
plishments, with harm-
less pomp and exuber-
ance.

Any attack that is 
based on race or ethnic-
ity is bound to be inac-
curate and deceptive; 
since race and ethnic-
ity are superficial cat-
egorizing markers. It is 
only natural that minor-
ity groups, universally, 
practice vibrant forms 
of self-affirmation, 
stake out their roles, 
as it were. Perhaps the 
family was so eager and 
happy to show off to the 
American because they 
feel under-appreciated 
or scorned by its own 
compatriots. Our own 
majority ethnic groups 
have failed to bring us 
to a sustainable, afford-
able, non-violent and 
rational post-colonial 
future; this is the real 
problem; so let us each 
deal with that cocoa in 
the sun!

Display 
of worldly

pride
Continued from page 10 

doed by a German U-boat. Sobers’ 
rise from his ensuing hardship to 
greatness, to his sobriquet “King 
Cricket,” is a monumental inspi-
ration for many to follow, and his 
genius has bequeathed an indel-
ible memory wherever cricket is 
played. He was born with an extra 
finger in each hand, which he 
removed himself, a harbinger that 
the Good Lord had overflowed 
that extra talent into him, demon-
strated by him playing golf, soccer 
and basketball for Barbados, and 
making his first class and Test 
debuts in cricket at the age of 16 
and 17 respectively.

He was a one-man cricket team, 
the dream of any captain. His 
versatility with the ball enabled 
him to bowl left-arm orthodox and 
wrist spin and fast-medium pace, 
including bowling bouncers. The 
completeness of his versatile skills 
and talents bestrode the crick-
eting world like a colossus, and 
like the proverbial Napoleon on 
the battlefields of cricket, he con-
quered all before him, excelling in 
every conceivable department of 
the game-except wicket keeping. 
Oh, if only Sir Garry, and players 
like Kanhai, Hall, Lara, Richards, 
Headley and others were available 
to proudly don West Indian flan-

nels… West Indian pride will soar 
once again.

Uniquely gifted, he was blessed 
with supreme athleticism, panther 
reflexes, eagle eyesight and the 
heart of a lion. He was a peerless 
exemplar of cricketing brilliance, 
endowed with an alliance of such 
natural gifts of talent and genius, 
that cricket may never see his like 
again. He was the cricketer’s crick-
eter, whose phenomenal genius 
hardly brooked human limits. It 
was legendary, both in quality and 
quantity. Sobers has set the stand-
ards by which other cricketers are 
measured, and like Muhammad Ali 
in boxing, Michael Jordan in bas-
ketball and Pele in soccer, Sobers 
is similarly unrivalled in the world 
of cricket.

Sir Neville Cardus, that doyen 
of cricket scribes, gave the appro-
priate imprimatur to his all round 
genius in Wisden, 1967, p. 38, 
when he wrote: “Garfield St. Aubyn 
Sobers...the most renowned name 
of any cricketer since Bradman’s 
high noon. He is, in fact, even more 
famous than Bradman ever was; 
for he was accomplished in every 
department of the game, and has 
exhibited his genius in all climes 
and conditions... We can safely 
agree that no player has proven 
versatility of skill as convincingly 
as Sobers has done, effortlessly, 
and after the manner born.”

In fact, Sobers is to cricket 
what Shakespeare is to literature, 

Michelangelo to art and Mozart to 
music. His only perceivable Achil-
les heel was as a captain, a consid-
eration which can be excluded in 
the present context of argument. 
Sir Donald Bradman, who saw his 
254 against Australia for a World 
XI in Melbourne in 1971-72, reck-
oned that it was the best innings 
he had ever seen on Australian 
soil. Sir Clyde Walcott said, “Sir 
Gary is remembered not only for 
his remarkable trail of statistical 
records, but for the quality of his 
cricket and the way he enjoyed the 
game.” E.W. Swanton reminded 
us that “the true measure of his 
influence must take account of his 
sportsmanship and an unselfish-
ness that were never questioned, 
an example second to none.” John 
Arlott described Sobers as “the 
finest all-round player in the his-
tory of cricket.”

C.L.R. James reiterated that, “A 
man of genius is what he is, he can-
not be something else and remain 
a man of genius.” Michael Manley 
once said this of Sobers, “Sobers 
was destined, in typically Carib-
bean fashion, to shine like some 
great star alone in the firmament 
of his own genius.” Let Sobers have 
the last word. In his book, The 
Changing Face of Cricket, he com-
mends C.L.R. James’ words to all 
readers everywhere, as if answer-
ing those who chose him second 
best, “What do they know of crick-
et, who only cricket know?”

King Cricket
Continued from page 10 
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian  
or security guard) and preferred location (NBX, SBX or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance,  
life insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

By Dawn Plummer
Mayor of New York City, 

Bill de Blasio, has long seen 
small businesses in the city 
as an opportunity for eco-
nomic growth for persons who 
will make themselves eligible 
through the City’s entrepre-
neurship programs. Thus the 
new piece of state legislation 
passed by New York State Sena-
tors and the State Assembly 
Members in late June to expand 
funding to the MWBE pro-
gram, was encouraging news 
to the team at the New York 
City Small Business Services 
and more so to the Minorities / 
Women Business Entrepreneur 
(MWBE) office.

The bill, passed by a mar-
gin of 63 to 0 in the Senate, 
and 115 to 15 in the State 
Assembly, awaits the signa-
ture of New York’s Governor, 
Andrew Cuomo. The piece of 
legislation would increase dis-
cretionary funding for MWBE 
certified members in the City. 
The legislation is seen as a lee-
way for more minorities and 
women to obtain more cash 
flow for their businesses. The 
Bill de Blasio administration, 
through its Senior Director for 

the MWBE, Jonnel Doris, said 
that over 5,000 small business-
es are already registered with 
the MWBE and asked that more 
small businesses in the City 
become certified through the 
program and maximized on the 
possibilities of how their busi-
nesses can grow through the 
MWBE program. The MWBE 
senior director explained that 
loans are available to assist 
these small business owners 
who face challenges in their 
operational finances.

The legislation is welcom-
ing news to the administra-
tion also because as noted by 
Doris, the MWBE is working 
towards a 30 percent increase 
in its membership and with an 
expanded program to improve 
on the available funding for its 
members as well as prospective 
members. The MWBE hopes 
this will help increase in mem-
bership to a 9,000 registered. 
Doris announced also that 
there was an increase in con-
tract agreements, an increase 
from eight percent to 14 per-
cent in the program. “This is a 
milestone for small businesses 
in New York City,” said Doris.  
“Such resources to business 

owners in the city are help-
ful and provide employment 
and helps enhance growth and 
sustain the businesses,”  Doris 
added.  

In commenting further on 
the effectiveness of the MWBE 
program and how the new bill 
could propel the work of busi-

ness owners, Doris called on 
the Caribbean small business 
owners to take advantage of 
the resources at the MWBE 
program and become certi-
fied and align their businesses 
with work of the City’s minori-
ties and women business pro-
grams. He reminisced on the 

positive impact the MWBE’s 
program had on his mother, a 
Guyanese woman who owned 
a small business in New York 
City. “The work is very dear to 
me. Caribbean small business-
es should utilize its resources, 
it is an expansion for discre-
tionary funds,” he explained.  

De Blasio’s admin hails new MWBE state legislation

In picture are NY City offi cials from Small Business Services & MWBE: From left: Commis-
sioner of the Department of Small Business Services, Greg Bishop; director of Mayor’s Of-
fi ce of Contract Services; Michael Owh,  commissioner of the Department of Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services; Lisette Camilo; CEO of TaylorMade LL & Chairperson of NYC MWBE’s 
Alliance; Joycelyn Taylor, senior advisor & director of Mayor’s Offi ce of and MWBE; Jonnel 
Doris and Executive Director for External Affairs, Walter E. Maxwell.  
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

SWEET DEAL!

7/5 7AM - 7/10 7PM
5

Wed
6

Thu
7

Fri
8

Sat
9

Sun
10
Mon

SALE STARTS

Crisp Green
Romaine Lettuce

5959¢¢

Large Head

Golden Sweet
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.7979¢¢

Northwestern
Black Bing 
Cherries

$$199199
lb.lb.

Fritolay
Tostitos and Salsa

$$22forfor55
D

Assorted

Full Line
Pepsi

$$44forfor44
2 Liter

K

8989¢¢
Extra Large Eggs
Three Guys

Dozen

SPECIAL!

Red River
Seedless
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

Whole

Hard Ripe
Tomatoes 
on the Vine

lb.lb.8989¢¢

Breakstones 
Whipped Butter

$$199199

Salted and Unsalted

8 oz

D

gal.gal.9999¢¢Poland Spring
Water

Ripe Sweet
Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.7979¢¢ $$399399
lb.lb.

Klein’s Naturals
Health Mix

K Parve

$$299299
Tropicana
Orange Juice

K

59 fl oz

$$499499

Mediterranean Jewels
Extra Virgin 
Olive Oil

1 Liter

ORGANIC
Yellow Bananas

lb.lb.6969¢¢

FRESH!

By Kenton X. Chance
KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, 

July 4, 2017 (IPS) — A leading 
climate change mitigation and 
adaptation activist and former 
climate negotiator in the Carib-
bean says that the United States 
could protect its economic and 
political interest by helping the 
region to go green.

Further, James Fletcher, a 
former Minister of Sustainable 
Development, Energy, Science 
and Technology in St. Lucia, 
says that US President Don-
ald Trump’s emphasis on the 
coal industry is an attempt to 
increase jobs that no longer 
exist, while ignoring numer-
ous opportunities in renewable 
energy.

On June 1, Trump announced 
that he would withdraw the 
United States from the global 
climate change deal reached in 
Paris in 2015, saying that the 
non-binding accord imposes 
draconian financial and eco-
nomic burdens on the United 
States.

The US President was refer-
ring to the Green Climate Fund, 
for which advanced economies 
have formally agreed to jointly 
mobilise 100 billion dollars per 
year by 2020, from a variety of 

sources, to address the pressing 
mitigation and adaptation needs 
of developing countries.

Fletcher, who was the 
15-member Caribbean Com-
munity’s lead negotiator for the 
Paris accord, told St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ Minister 
of Sustainable Development, 
Camillo Gonsalves’ “Firm Medi-
ation” podcast, that Trump is 
wrong.

“Those are voluntary contri-
butions, so it isn’t something 
that any country is mandated 
to do,” he said of the voluntary 
contribution to the GCF, known 
as Intended Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (INDCs).

Former US President Barack 
Obama had pledged 3 billion 
dollars to the GCF and delivered 
1 billion before leaving office.

“Now, it’s up to President 
Trump to decide whether he 
wants to honour that obliga-
tion, adjust it — we know he 
won’t increase it,” Fletcher said, 
noting that there is nothing 
compelling the United States 
to contribute any amount to 
the GCF.

“It’s just 100 billion that we 
hope to raise,” Fletcher empha-
sised.

R“The Nationally Determined 

Contributions are precisely what 
they say they are: contributions. 
They are not commitments. No 
country is being held legally lia-
ble… You are not even allowed 
to name and shame. It is a kind 
of gentleman’s agreement that 
we all say yes we agree to do 
this, we all agree that there will 
be no backsliding so that we 
will increase ambition over time 
and I believe that’s one of the 
reasons that so many countries 
found it safe enough to join the 
Paris Agreement, because they 
knew there were no legal sanc-
tions if they backed off on the 
agreement.

“So, to speak of the NDC 
as basically something that is 
putting an economic noose 
around the neck of the United 
States of America is anything 
but,” Fletcher said.

He said that the growth of 
the energy sector in the United 
States is in renewable energy.

“And if President Trump 
understood that sector a little 
bit better, he would understand 
that that is where he needs to be 
focusing his attention and not 
on a coal industry that really 
does not have any future, from 
an employment-generation per-
spective, for the United States.”

Funding climate resilience benefits all nations 

People wait for assistance after the devastation left by Hur-
ricane Matthew in Low Sound, North Andros, The Bahamas 
in October 2016. A leading climate change mitigation and 
adaptation activist in the Caribbean says more climate-
related disasters can result in climate refugees looking to-
wards the United States for assistance.  
 Inter Press Service / Kenton X. Chance



Caribbean Life, July 07–July 13, 2017 17  Q

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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By Alexandra Simon
Since becoming a law late 

last year, the United States-
Caribbean Strategic Engage-
ment Act (H.R. 4939) — a bill 
passed by congress to increase 
U.S. diplomacy efforts with the 
Caribbean and their leaders — 
recently publicized their ini-
tiative. As a mandate of the 
bill, officials with the State 
Department produced a multi-
year strategy laying out a plan 
to increase engagement, safe-
ty, and the livelihood between 
the governments. The effort 
to reach the action plan was 
in collaboration with several 
groups, said the director of 
Caribbean Affairs at the State 
Department.

“We consulted a number 
people from the Diaspora and 
in the process of developing 
that strategy, we engaged with 
the Diaspora to seek their 
advice on policy,” said Brad 

Freden.
Officials met with groups 

such as the CARICOM caucus 
and co-sponsors of the bill, as 
well as other Caribbean-centric 
groups and organizations based 
in the islands or in the United 
States to devise the act. The 
key points of the bill include 
six elements: diplomacy, educa-
tion, energy, health, prosperity, 
and security. 

And many of these points 
will be towards increasing eco-
nomic cooperation, particular-
ly in the private sector, invest-
ment and trade, counterterror-
ism, dealing with other violent 
acts, and energy and diversifi-
cation, according to Freden.

He said that the efforts to 
carry out this law will be a 
continued joint effort between 
the U.S. and Caribbean govern-
ments. 

Trinidad and Tobago is espe-
cially an area of concern in 

regards to security recently, 
due to nationals leaving to join 
terrorist militant group, ISIS.

“Somewhere around 100 
people from Trinidad and 
Tobago went to Syria to join 
ISIS, and that doesn’t sound 
like a lot but that’s the biggest 
number in the western hemi-
sphere,” said Freden. “The gov-
ernment of Trinidad and Toba-
go takes this very seriously and 
we will work with them to pro-
vide assistance to countering 
violence, and reaching out to 
Muslim community there to 
ensure that they feel included 
in society to ensure that they 
don’t become radicalized.”

But most of the countries 
in the Caribbean are priori-
tized and will seek to benefit 
from the law as it pertains to 
their criminal justice systems 
and national security, added 
Freden. 

People of Caribbean back-

ground currently living state-
side can also stand to ben-
efit from the law, as it pertains 
to the safety of their home 

countries. Freden says intro-
ductory initiative will build a 
long-standing cooperative rela-
tionship 

U.S. Congress lays out initiative 
fostering more diplomacy

with the Caribbean

Brad Freden, director of Caribbean Affairs for U.S. Depart-
ment of State. U.S. State Department 
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

By Alexandra Simon
These elders got style.
About a dozen seniors showed off 

their elaborate hat designs at the Jonk-
uunu Hattitude Masquerade Show at 
the Ozone Senior Center on June 29. 
The old timers first learn about the 
extravagant Jamaican Christmas cus-
tom called Jonkunnu, and literally pull 
skills out of their hats to create intri-
cately designed lids, which they were 
thrilled to model, said the organizer of 
the event. 

“They did a whole runway thing and 
they lit up,” said Andrew Clarke, found-
er of Braata Productions. “This was 
really a hat show inspired by Jamai-
can jonkonnu masquerade and what 
inspires them.”

The golden-aged artisans dedicate 
hours studying how to create the pecu-
liar headgear, and also get to use famil-
iar day-to-day items for their designs, 
added Clarke.

“They work in two-hour sessions 
twice per week and work closely with 
us and we guide them,” he said. “They 
mostly use common household items 
and we might include feathers and 
additional trinkets, we’ll encourage use 
of utensils and creatively finding ways 
of making hats inspirational.”

The hat show is part of the city’s SU-

CASA initiative, which encourages art 
and cultural organizations to engage 
with aging New Yorkers in the arts. The 
program allows for an enriching and 
informative experience and encourages 
more people to explore it, said Clarke.

“I think what is interesting is that 
the vast majority of the residents there 
are not Caribbean and are mostly of 
Latino descent, African American, or 
Caucasian, and this work is educational 
and not something many of them have 
ever heard of,” he said. “It’s one of  the 
things to spend months learning about 
something you saw, and it’s another 
thing to see these artists come alive.”

He adds that the exposure of jonku-
unu’s traditions to non-Caribbean peo-
ple helps keep the custom in the spot-
light for future generations.

“It’s about the cultural exchange and 
experience to those who might not have 
otherwise had it, and of course in doing 
so we preserve our culture because it’s 
so important to preserve that,” said 
Clarke. “I’m passionate about folk cul-
ture and we are in the age of the Inter-
net, social media, and television and 
that culture is the order of today, and 
having a workshop like this is impor-
tant because it not only engages, but 
also broadens our mandate to preserve 
the culture.”

Hat tricks: 
Seniors design 

extravagant hats 

A senior at Ozone Park Senior Center poses with his elaborately designed 
hat for the Jonkuunu Hattitide Masquerade Show. Braata Productions
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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By Alexandra Simon
Hundreds of people turned out to 

celebrate the end of Caribbean Herit-
age Month at Brooklyn Borough Hall on 
June 29. The indoor and outdoor festi-
val turned the building’s vestibule and 
Columbus Park Plaza into a hub hon-
oring Caribbean culture for a day-long 
event, featuring segments of island cui-
sine, a symposium and musical concert. 

Several attendees stumbled onto the 
event as passersby but could not miss 
the chance to indulge in the plentiful 
food dishes that were served at A Taste 
of Caribbean Cuisine, said one local 
woman.

“I didn’t even know about the event 
but it was really good and the food was 
so delicious,” said Amoicee Flatts, who 
spent two hours participating in activi-
ties with friends.

Vendors served a variety of dishes 
including rice and peas, jerk chicken, 
fried green plantains served with differ-

ent condiments, and even eggs with a 
Caribbean twist, added Flatts.

“I actually liked this one restaurant 
that was serving plantains and curry 
eggs — I never had that before,” she 
said. “It was boiled and similar to deviled 
eggs, but it had a curry taste to it.”

Other guests came to lend a helping 
hand for food vendors and also got to 
grab some bites of the food, said one 
man.

“I was one of the volunteers so I was 
able to taste some of the food, and I 
really liked the jerk chicken because it 
was spicy but not too spicy,” said Jerry 
Kansis. 

Kansis, who is of Ghanaian descent, 
said he enjoyed the ambiance and cama-
raderie of the event and seeing different 
cultures come together as one, even 
though he is not Caribbean. He added 
that one of the highlights of the event 
for him was getting to discuss the simi-
larities between cultures.

“It was so beautiful and significant 
to what Caribbean Americans have con-
tributed to society. I love to engage with 
the Diaspora because I get to be with my 
long lost brothers and sisters,” he said. 

“I met a couple from Jamaica and we 
were talking about the similarities of 
our food and culture and that’s what I 
really like to experience.”

Every year since 2006, when June was 
designated as Caribbean American Her-
itage Month, the Caribbean American 

Heritage Committee hosts a celebration 
of Caribbean culture at the Brooklyn 
Borough Hall with Borough President 
Eric Adams.

And despite not knowing about the 
event initially, Flatts said she will be 
marking her calendar for next year and 
hopes to bring her child.

“This was first time finding out about 
it, but I’m definitely coming next year 
and I’m going to bring my daughter 
with me,” she said.

Caribbean Heritage Month closes out with food fest

From left, Republican candidate for City Council District 35 Christine Park-
er, Dr. Roy Hastick, founder of the Caribbean American Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (CACCI), with his granddaughter, Kristine Ortiz, enjoy 
their time at “A Taste of Caribbean Cuisine.” Photo by Jason Speakman

New Yorkers from all over came to Brooklyn Borough Hall to celebrate the end of Caribbean Heritage Month on June 29. Photo by Jason Speakman

Vendors served a variety of dishes including fried green plantain topped 
with assorted condiments at “A Taste of Caribbean Cuisine” segment of the 
celebration. Photo by Jason Speakman
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By Tangerine Clarke
The diplomat corps 

bid a fond farewell to 
colleague Troy F. Tor-
rington, during a recent 
luncheon at the Man-
hattan Permanent Mis-
sion of Guyana to the 
UN, where Ambassador 
Rudolph M. Ten-Pow 
noted that Torrington 
was ending one chap-
ter of his distinguished 
career thus far, to return 
to Georgetown to begin 
a new chapter as head of 
the Multilateral and Glo-
bal Affairs Department.

Torrington, who 
served 12 years in vari-
ous high-profile posi-
tions at the Guyana Mis-
sion, and recently pro-
moted to Ambassador, 
received high praise for 
the valuable knowledge 
he imparted.

Ten-Pow who was a 
recipient, of Torrington’s 
ability during his transi-
tion as newly appoint-
ed Ambassador last 
year, said the attaché 
was helpful with all the 
obscure rules of proto-
col in substantive areas 
at the mission.

“My transition to the 
secretariat was aided 
immeasurably by Troy. 
We value that headquar-
ters is being strength-
ened, we are loosing his 
physical presence but his 
ability will still be avail-
able to us from Georget-
own,” said Ten-Pow.

Torrington’s level 
of experience at a very 
young age, impressed 
Ambassador Ten-Pow, 
who made noted of the 
diplomat’s contribu-
tion as chairman of the 
CAICOM / RIO Group 
Experts, Second and 
Fifth committees. This 
brilliant envoy also won 
a special award for his 
outstanding work at the 
CARICOM Caucus of 
Ambassadors.

“When I look ahead 
I see a place for Troy 
in the upper echelon at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. We can look for-
ward to hearing about 
Ambassador Troy Tor-
rington when we talk 
about our diplomatic 

representation.”
His outstanding con-

tributions, qualifica-
tions and accomplish-
ments that includes 
peace-making and pre-
ventive diplomacy in 
Norway, studies in Bei-
jing China and in Wash-
ington DC, are too many 
to mention.

He completed his Post 
Graduate foreign affairs 
operative and was later 
appointed Foreign Serv-
ice Office, before becom-
ing First Secretary/Min-
ister Consellar at the 
Permanent Mission of 
Guyana to the UN.  He 
quickly climbed the lad-
der to become Minister 
Counselors and Head of 
Budget.

Torrington, an 
ordained deacon and 
executive board member 
of Ephesus SDA Church, 
who was educated at the 
University of Guyana and 
University and the West 
Indies Institute of Inter-
national Relations, and 
Foreign Service Insti-
tute obtaining Bachelor 
of Arts in English and 
Law, was an outstanding 
negotiator.

Consul General Bar-
bara Atherly wished Tor-
rington every success 
in his endeavors and 
thanked the diplomat 
for helping her to settle 
in and adapt to working 
in New York for the first 
time.

“I know your work 
will speak to the type of 
person you are. Guyana 
would be better off with 
you at home,” said the 
Atherly.

Colleague Kereeta 
Whyte said it was a sad 
day for the group and 
noted that Troy passed 
on a wealth of knowl-
edge to his colleagues, 
and thanked the gov-
ernment of Guyana for 
lending a son of the soil 
to the diplomat corps.

Colleagues, Shari 
Spiegel, Raymond Land-
veld, Samantha Hodg-
es, Donnette Critchlow 
and Dr. Olney Daly all 
expressed gratitude to 
Torrington who at some 
point experienced his 

professionalism during 
his 12 years in the UN 
General Assembly. Neph-
ew, Dejean Torrington, 
said his uncle Troy, was 
a man of principle. “He 
has been a great influ-
ence to me. He personi-
fies greatness.”

Torrington in his brief 
remarks said engage-
ment with colleagues 
was valuable when rep-
resenting a small coun-
try such as Guyana, and 
singled out collegiality 
as a major part that built 
his network.

CARICOM diplomats bid farewell 
to Amb. Troy F. Torrington

Guyana Consul General to New York Barbara 
Atherly (fi fth from left), Ambassador Michael 
Ten-Pow and Ambassador Troy F. Torrington, 
surrounded by members of CARICOM diplomatic 
corps. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Tangerine Clarke
Suede Restaurant, a popular 

Caribbean eatery that has made 
a name for itself, offering deli-
cious dishes at reasonable pric-
es, was named Restaurant of 
the Year by the Brooklyn Bor-
ough President Nightlife and 
Restaurant Coalition, (BNRC) 
at its 2nd Annual International 
Food and Wine Tasting event 
on Monday, June 26.

Copping the title for the first 
time, Suede, and other Carib-
bean restaurants received cer-

tificates from BNRC, citations, 
and Congressional Certificates, 
handed out by CB-17 BNRC 
Coordinator, June Persaud at 
the J-Loft Banquet Hall at 1055 
E 45th St. Footprints Cafe won 
the title last year.

The Newest Business honor 
went to the J-Loft, while Vivid 
Bistro, was named Best Cus-
tomer Service. Best New Res-
taurant went to Gallis Lounge 
and Restaurant, the Love Part-
nership award went to Pizza 57 
Restaurant and Wien Bar, and 

Most Improved, went to Round 
2 Café. Silver Crust got the 
Community Service nod. 

The Longevity honor went 
to Tropical Reflection Ball-
room, while Kelly Ann Daniels, 
received prizes on behalf of 
Royal Wines.

Other restaurants receiv-
ing awards included Footprints 
Cafe, and Tasty Delicious.

The event, sponsored by 
Royal Wines Bartenura, and 
BK Bottles, offered samples of 
food and wine to a large audi-

ence, who were seen carrying 
plates piled-high with Carib-
bean fare offered by the busi-
ness owners.

Tropical Rhythms Band and 
a carnival costume presenta-
tion by Sesame Flyers provided 
entertainment at the event. 
This event was an initiative 
by Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams to improve rela-
tions and dialogue between bar 
and restaurant industry stake-
holders, the communities in 

which they operate and the 
City of New York.

The membership is free and 
open to any establishment that 
holds a Department of Health 
food Services, establishment 
license or an on-premises liq-
uor license, distilling, or brew-
er license. All restaurants, bar, 
cafes, and nightclubs are eli-
gible. 

Membership is established 
when an operator signs up for 
the Google group.

Suede Restaurant wins Restaurant of the Year title

Representatives of Suede Restaurants with accolades for Restaurant of the Year nod. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Chefs of Gallis Lounge & Restaurant - winner of the Best 
New Restaurant title. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Tangerine Clarke
Public Advocate of the City 

of New York, Letitia James pre-
sented proclamations to Carib-
bean nationals, and citizens 
of Caribbean descent, during 
a recent Caribbean Heritage 
Month reception in the David 
Dinkins municipal building, in 
Manhattan.

Grenadian national, Carlisle 
Paul, a trustee and NY District 
Council of Carpenters Dele-
gate, who represents Queens 
County Local Union 45, was 
recognized for his commit-
ment to his community.

 Professor Chantel Jackson 
of Belizean-descent, a director 
of the Harlem Center for Edu-
cation and Social Worker, was 
congratulated for her dedica-
tion to educating youth in her 
community.

Earnest J. Baptiste, chief 
executive officer of NYC Health 
& Hospice/  Kings County 
Hospital, a Haitian-born, was 
honored for his distinguished 
career that included service 
at the Catholic Health East, 

and the St. Francis Hospital in 
Wilmington, Delaware, among 
others. Neva M. Shillingford-
King of the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, is an executive 
vice president of 1199 SEIU 
United Healthcare Workers 
East. She founded the Labor 
Youth Organization, an arm 
of the then ruling Dominica 
Labor Party where she became 
president before migrating to 
the US.  

Chaka Bomani of Castries, 
St. Lucia is president of the 
Upscale Group, an entertain-
ment entitity, and owner of the 
hugely popular Suede Restau-
rant which opened in 2014, and 
specializes in modern Carib-
bean cuisine. 

Artist and culture worker 
Jamaican-born Maxine Ham-
ilton-Alexander developed 
and implemented programs 
and workshops in Caribbean 
arts and culture while brin-
ing thought-provoking con-
versations to youth in the 
community. Her mission is to 
stay inspired and resourceful 

through arts and culture. 
 Sesame Flyers Interna-

tional, Inc. headed by Curtis 
Nelson, executive director, is 
the largest English-speaking 
Caribbean American organi-
zation that was honored for 
its 30 years of dedication to 
educating the youth popula-
tion of Brooklyn. More than 
6,000 people will receive help 
from the organization this 
year alone.

Guyanese-born Deodat 
Urprasad was recognized for 
his outstanding career which 
took him to many precincts. 
He joined the Police Hous-
ing Department in 1992 and 
began his career on patrol duty 
in the P.S.A #3, before climb-
ing the ladder to lieutenant, 
captain, and executive officer, 
and being promoted to deputy 
inspector.

Public Advocate Letitia 
James, joined by E. Wayne 
McDonald of the Caribbean 
Culture Theatre at the podi-
um and who recently signed 
legislation to ban employers 

from asking a job applicant for 
previous salary information, 
applauded the honorees for 
their contribution to America.

“People from the Caribbean 
came to this country with big 

dreams and they turned those 
dreams into reality,” noted 
James, who lauded citizens 
for sharing their traditions, 
celebrations and incredible 
strength and dedication.

Public Advocate presents 
Caribbean Heritage Month 

Public Advocate of City of New York Letitia James, fourth 
from left, join honorees and guests at a Caribbean Heritage 
Month celebration she hosted at the David Dinkins Munici-
pal Building, 1 Center Street, in New York City. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource Program is 
a caregiver support service 
at New York Memory Center. 
We’re here to help family 
members caring for a loved 
one with memory loss.

Registration is required for all programs. 
Onsite respite available upon request for some Wellness programs.

 

Wednesday, July 12 at 6 pm – Caregiver Yoga at New York Memory Center

Saturday, July 15 at 11 am – Memory Arts Café at Brooklyn Museum

Thursday, August 3 at 6 pm – Caregiver Tai Chi at New York Memory Center

Wednesday, August 9 at 6 pm – Caregiver Yoga at New York Memory Center

Additional dates will be added for all programs,
including Caregiver Education and Nutrition.

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

    with benefi ts, entitlements, and more)

  WE OFFER:

This program is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.
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By Alexandra Simon
Curry on down to Canarsie!
A new food festival in Canarsie aims 

to showcase the wide variety of Car-
ibbean cuisine, featuring culinary 
favorites from more than a dozen dif-
ferent islands. The organizer of the New 
York City Caribbean Food Festival, hap-
pening on July 15 at PacPlex, said that 
she wants the event to do away with 
stereotypes and preconceived notions 
of what the region’s cuisine is like.

“I want people to appreciate and 
enjoy the different dishes that the Car-
ibbean has to offer because we are not 
just all about pineapples and coconut,” 
said Deborah L. Burchell. “Once you 
say Caribbean, they’re thinking palm 
trees — but we are more than that.” 

Burchell, an event planner, came up 
with the idea after noticing a lack of 
West Indian representation at other city 
food events. Most festivals featured only 
a few from select cultures, she said. The 
event is being co-sponsored by Carib-
bean Life newspaper and PacPlex.

“Every time I go to a festival there 
may be only one Caribbean vendor and 
it’s a lot about jerk but nothing for the 
entire Caribbean to come together,” 
she said. “It’s either Haiti, Trinidad and 
Tobago, [or] Jamaica.”

For her festival, Burchell has recruit-
ed chefs serving food from Belize, 
Jamaica, Haiti, Guyana, Puerto Rico, 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, and a few other spots. She had 
originally hoped to include representa-
tives of all 26 Caribbean countries, 
but the size of the venue and some 
economic concerns encouraged her to 
scale down, she said — though future 
events might have more. 

“I wanted a lot of vendors at first but 
if we have a lot of vendors they won’t 
make a profit, and we want our vendors 
to be happy. Because we want this to be 
an annual festival,” she said.

Each admission ticket will allow 
guests to sample dishes from five dif-
ferent vendors, and those with VIP tick-
ets will also get a sit-down, four-course 
meal and alcoholic beverages, accord-
ing to Burchell.

The diverse offerings on the menu 
will let eaters a chance to experience 
trendy plates influenced by stateside 
favorites.

“We have a nice Caribbean mod-
ernized menu and it’s not going be a 
typical curry — we are having some-
thing more modern,” said Burchell. 
“It’s going to be a fusion and a mix of 
American and original Caribbean.”

One of those innovative dishes will 
be a shark and waffle dish, served by 
Prospect Heights chef Shayaa Muham-
mad, who was inspired to combine 
Trinidadian fast food and southern cui-
sine.

“I had to choose something from 
my country and a popular dish is bake 
and shark,” he said. “I also like to eat 
chicken and waffles, so I figured I’d do 
something from my island but with a 
twist.”

He will be serving a lightly fried 

shark, along with some fried chicken 
for those who are not fond of fish.

In addition to the food, the fest will 
feature live calypso, soca, and reggae 
music, with a performance from up-
and-coming soca singer KC.

New York City Caribbean Food Fes-
tival at PacPlex [1500 Paerdegat Ave-
nue North between Paerdegat 13th and 
14th streets in Canarsie, (718) 209–
1010, www.caribfoodfest.net]. July 15, 
noon–7 pm. $20 ($65 VIP, free for kids 
12 or younger).

What a jerk!

Cooking with a twist: Chef Shayaa Muhammad, who runs Gourmand Eats 
will be serving an island style version of fried shark and waffl es at the inau-
gural New York City Caribbean Food Festival on July 15. Gourmand Eats

Carribbean food festival celebrates all the islands

Whole taste: Chef Shayaa’s Caribbean meat patties made with a home-
made whole wheat crust. 

Gourmand Eats

A prepared meat dish by Chef Naika Gousse, who will also be at the food 
festival. 
 Naika Gousse
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MKT 17.139b

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Metroplus 
is IN
QUEENS!

Jackson Heights
92-14 Roosevelt Avenue

Green Acres Mall
Near Macy’s Women

Queens Center Mall
Ground Level near Spectrum

Skyview Mall
Level B near Nike
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MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS
SAVE $275 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

$39999
Up to an 

$1198 value.FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE†**

With select purchases.

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_1

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

ENDS

SUNDAY

FINAL DAYS TO SAVE!
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0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

$34 Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm
Gladney Firm

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$2999.99 Total to Pay

$200
GIFT

+

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_2_3

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3999.99 Total to Pay

$300
GIFT

+

Jennings Plush

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select stores only.

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.
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$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3099.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+ $34  Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

1000 Firm

Phoebe Plush

$200

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

$50 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3599.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable 
savings. Some models in select stores only.

$300
Bradford Pillow Top

SHOP NOW & SAVE!
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MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required.  *Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number 
of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular 
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly 
payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.
*†Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and more. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. ††Save up to $400 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Black Hybrid or Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be 
combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$400. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. See store for complete details. †**Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select purchases. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free 
adjustable base off er cannot be combined with any other off er or coupon. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17, while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards 
in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1999.99-$2498.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2499-3498.99 and choose 2 for free (up 
to a $200 value), or spend $3499 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see 
store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is 
responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$700. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives 
for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 
7/5/17-7/9/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

YEARS

INTEREST FREE FINANCING*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your 
Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 

Payments required.

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$400††

An innovative hybrid mattress that's the perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and superior support.

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$399999 
Total to Pay

Price refl ects 
queen fl at sets. 
Some models in 
select stores only.

A memory foam mattress with revolutionary 
cooling technology at an unbeatable value.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$129999 
Total to Pay PLUSH 

QUEEN MATTRESS
SAVE $200 OFF 

OUR LOW PRICE OF $74999

$54999

OVER 15 
QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

+

ENDS SUNDAY
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to f ind out more.

On select mattress set purchases. Good towards a free luxury pillow, 
free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

Exclusively at

FIN
AL 

DAYS

ENDS 

SUNDAY

FREE 
DELIVERY *†

*†With select purchases.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

Throughout the year, Mattress Firm opens its doors and 
its heart to collect essential items foster kids need, like 
shoes, school supplies, pajamas, toys and more. To learn 

more, visit your local Mattress Firm or donate online at 

mattressfi rmfosterkids.org.

to a

TODAY

ENDS

SUNDAY!

Exclusively at
Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets with 
applicable savings. 
Some models in 
select stores only. 

With select purchases.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE †**

UP TO 
AN $1198 
VALUE
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Metroplus 
is IN The 
Bronx!

MKT 17.139a

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Bathgate
720 East Tremont Avenue

Morris Heights
1733 University Avenue

Morrisania
227A 167th Street
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“Jabari Jumps” by Gaia 
Cornwall

c.2017, Candlewick Press 
$15.99 / $22.00 Canada 
32 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You can do it.
Yes, you can. You just need 

to take a deep breath and then 
blow it out. Find the courage 
inside yourself. Think of some-
thing else and do it. Don’t be 
scared. As you’ll see in “Jabari 
Jumps” by Gaia Cornwall, good 
things come to those who get 
brave and take the leap.

Jabari loved to swim.
He was really good at it, too. 

He’d gone to all his swimming 
lessons and he passed every 
test. He was so good at swim-
ming that he was ready to jump 
off the diving board. He even 
told his dad about it.

The diving board was “high 
and maybe a little scary…”  
There were a lot of rungs to 
climb to get to the top — Jabari 
could tell that from the side of 
the pool. Other kids on top of 

the diving board looked tiny 
from below as they sprang up 
and splashed down into the 
water. It was a long, long way 
to dive, but Jabari thought it 
looked like fun — and besides, 
he was a “great jumper.”

As he stood by the ladder, he 
looked up. Way up.

Then he turned around and 
looked at the other kids in line. 
They’d been standing there 
awhile; maybe they should go 
first. In fact, maybe a “tiny 
rest” was a good idea before 
tackling such a huge thing. 
And oh, Jabari forgot to do his 
stretches before swimming — 
that’s very important. Maybe 
tomorrow would be better for 
diving off the board.

But then Daddy said some-
thing that Jabari never thought 
about. Daddy knew exactly 
what Jabari was thinking, and 
he had some helpful advice. 
There were many ways to dive 
off a board and into a pool. You 
can jump feet-first or with your 
arms above your head, back-
wards or forwards, straight 

or flipping head over feet, but 
there was only one way to get 
to the top to do it.

And so Jabari did…
More than three out of five 

Americans don’t know how to 
swim. In the African Ameri-
can community, that number 
is considerably higher. “Jabari 
Jumps” may help fix that.

It’s okay to love swimming, 
according to author Gaia Corn-
wall’s energetic little main 
character. It’s okay to get all 
wet and take swim lessons. It’s 
actually fun, and Cornwall ’s 
illustrations make it seem so.

But, as your child will see, it’s 
also okay to be scared of doing 
something you’ve never done 
before. In this, Cornwall makes 
it clear to even the smallest 
youngster that Jabari’s faux-
bravery is wavering even as he 
brags about his big plans in the 
pool. There’s plenty of reas-
surance here, though; Jabari’s 
father is a great supporting 
character, understanding and 
calm with no belittling.

In the end, well, I’m sure you 

know where this book goes. 
Kids might, too, and it’s a joy-
ous finale that will leave young 
readers with a smile and maybe 

an urge to learn to swim. If 
that’s what you want to foster 
in your child, then give him 
“Jabari Jumps.” Do it.

Jabari takes the plunge 
with dad’s backing

Book cover of “Jabari Jumps” by GIa Cornwall.

  CAREER PROGRAMS

  

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success!
State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! com/sunybeoc

Photo courtesy of EGI Studios

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center

CALLTODAY!
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What used to be the “golden 
years” of life for seniors are 
now turning into an opportu-

nity to spend even more time with 
their youngest family members. 
Nowadays, a growing number of 
grandparents are called on to pro-
vide child care for their grandkids, 
many of whom are growing up in 
two-income households. Others are 
helping to raise grandkids while pro-
viding fi nancial assistance for adult 
children who may not be able to live 
on their own.

This trend has been corroborated 
in a few recent studies. Informa-
tion from the Pew Research Center 
showed 7.7 million children in the 
United States were living in the same 
household as one of their grandpar-
ents in 2011. A University of Chicago 
analysis of a decade of data based 

on interviews with 13,614 grandpar-
ents, ages 50 and older, found that 61 
percent of grandparents provided at 
least 50 hours of care for their grand-
children during any given year be-
tween 1998 and 2008.

And an April 2012 study for the 
MetLife Mature Market Institute and 
Generations United, an intergenera-
tional policy group, found that 74 per-
cent of respondents provided weekly 
child care or babysitting service for 
grandkids.

Grandparents often cite helping 
their own children fi nancially as well 
as staying in touch with grandchil-
dren as motivating factors behind 
providing care. According to Gener-
ations United, staying in touch with 
grandkids can give seniors a feeling 
of self-worth and improve their over-
all health.

When spending so much time to-
gether, grandparents may develop 
special relationships with their 
grandchildren, who may benefi t from 
the knowledge and wisdom offered by 
their elders. The following are some 
lessons grandparents can share with 
youngsters:

Empathy: Grandparents can help 
teach grandchildren empathy by 
sharing stories of how things were 
when they were younger, when oppor-
tunities may have been more scarce. 
Grandchildren may learn to be grate-
ful for the things they have and the 
people around them, rather than tak-
ing what they have for granted.

Family history: Grandparents 
can tell grandchildren about family 
members, including youngsters’ own 
parents, and shed light on the genera-
tions that came before them. Looking 

through photos or watching old mov-
ies can provide the avenue by which 
to start conversations about family 
history and give children opportuni-
ties to ask questions.

Interests: Children may be ex-
cited about learning new skills or 
hobbies taught to them by their grand-
parents. Anything from gardening to 
woodworking can be shared.

Respect: Children who grow up 
respecting their grandparents may 
have an increased tendency to re-
spect authority fi gures outside their 
homes, which may help kids grow up 
to be more courteous and kind.

Grandchildren also offer benefi ts 
to their grandparents. Companion-
ship, new experiences, and conver-
sation can help keep grandparents’ 
minds sharp and bodies active well 
into their golden years.  

Grandparents may develop special relation-
ships with their grandchildren, who may 
benefi t from the knowledge and wisdom 
their elders offer. 

Grandparent–grandkid bond benefi ts both
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 

DENTIST 

OF

NEW YORK 

RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

F ew people like to admit their age 
is affecting them. However, as 
we age, certain abilities become 

compromised, and it may no longer be 
practical for aging men and women to 
remain in their homes, or at least live 
there alone.

Comfortably living alone may be a 
signal to an older adult that he or she 
still has independence. Taking away a 
driver’s license or suggesting a move 
may cause feelings of animosity. But at 
some point in time, friends or family 
members of an aging man or woman 
might need to broach the topic of mov-
ing to an assisted living facility. Such a 
discussion can be diffi cult, but having 
some evidence that a change is neces-
sary may make the news easier to pro-
cess. Sometimes the older adult may 
have already made the decision that 
a move is necessary, which will make 
the process even easier.

Moving should never be a knee-
jerk reaction unless there is a sudden 
medical emergency that necessitates 
fast action. Under normal circum-
stances, moving should be a gradual 
process that begins even before a par-
ent, grandparent, or other relative re-
ally needs to change residences. Here 
are some steps to keep in mind:

Make sure to develop a strong 

relationship with your loved one. 
This relationship should be consis-
tent and keep you in frequent contact 
so you can best assess his or her living 
situation. 

Talk things over with other sib-

lings or relatives to see if others 

feel the same way you do. Perhaps 
they have a different point of view.

If there are problems at home, 

make your case by pointing them 

out. Show the elder adult how day-to-
day life has grown more diffi cult, and 
how certain burdens may be lifted by 
changing living situations.

Indicate that access to health 

care and a safe environment are 

some of the key benefi ts of moving 

to a senior community. Point out 
other benefi ts, such as companionship 
with similarly aged people, activities, 
transportation, and the presence of a 
maintenance staff to ensure nothing 
falls into disrepair.

Do your research and have the 

names and amenities of different 

residences available to discuss. Re-
quest brochures from senior commu-
nities and offer to make trips to view 
the homes together with your senior 
relative.

Consider other options. If the 
idea of a “home” is not what your loved 
one has in mind, discuss the option of 
moving in with a relative and whether 
it would be a more comfortable situa-
tion.

You may need a mediator or help 

with fi nding the right fi t for a loved 

one. Consider hiring a geriatric care 
manager to help you organize your 
thoughts and priorities regarding a 
senior living transition. These indi-
viduals provide services that include 
helping families locate appropriate 
housing and other care services for 
their loved ones.

Not every senior needs to leave 
home, but the topic should be broached 
if assistance with day-to-day activities 
is needed.  

Although some seniors dread the conversation about leaving home and moving to a retire-
ment community, there are many advantages, including improved safety, transportation, 
and the chance to make new friends.

When is the correct 
time to leave ‘home?’

ELDERCARE TODAY
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PAIN STOPS YOU
We can get you started!

CONDITIONS WE TREAT INCLUDE:

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms of treatment. 
Immediate and long term relief for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, 
leg, knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 
improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 
bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain our independence by 
improving your balance and coordination (covered by most dicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed evaluation, diagnosis 
and non-operative treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program
promotes a fast, safe, return to health.

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize the 
area of injury. 

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

AURICULAR THERAPY is a proven effective painless tool to 
enable one to lose weight by minimizing cravings, controlling appetite, calming 
the nervous system, and strengthening will power.
u It is a safe and pain-free treatment of the ears (auricles) at multiple 
acupuncture points with mild electrical stimulation. Auricular Therapy can 
only work if the person is ready to Lose Weight in conjunction with a reduced 
calorie diet and increased physical activity. This program has helped people 
successfully lose weight.
u This pain-free treatment takes aproximately 30 minutes. There are no 
known side effects, the treatments are painless and remarkable effective for 
many people. In fact, with Auricular Therapy many patients successfully lose 
weight with one or two treatments. We recommend that you follow a diet plan 
when you start treatment.

WWW.HQBK.COM

LOSE WEIGHT
LOOK GREAT
GUARANTEED!

A six week program 
utilizing auricular therapy 

and dietary changes.
The results are 

guaranteed or your 
money back.

COME LOSE WEIGHT TODAY!

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM
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© 2017 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

Lianne Aponte, Au.D., CCC-A
Doctor of AudiologyCall Today: 1-855-203-1173

8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

Schedule your FREE Hearing Screening!

* iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by 
the Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any use of such marks by HearUSA is under license. Other trademarks and trade names are those of their 

respective owners.

** Two independent clinical studies have shown that Signia hearing aids with binaural processing provide better than normal hearing 
capabilities in certain demanding listening environments.

R

and Hear Better with HearUSA!

The new StreamLine TV is 
specifically designed for ultra 
high-definition streaming of 

audio directly to your Pure 13 
BT hearing aids. Compatible 
with most TVs and stereos!

FEATURED 
ACCESSORY!

The world’s first hearing aid that connects directly to your 
iPhone® and TV via Bluetooth® to deliver HD sound.*

� Pair with your iPhone for effortless 
and hands-free calling

� Stream your favorite shows  
and music directly to your 
hearing aids using  
StreamLine TV

� Powered with advanced 
technology that delivers clinically 
proven better than normal hearing 
with less effort in demanding 
listening situations** 

FREE $25
GIFT CARD

Must have hearing loss. Valid one gift card per 
customer per 12 month period. Offer expires 7/31/17

with a FREE Hearing Screening.with a FREE Hearing Screening. Everyday retail price for Signia level 5 is $3,845 each. 
Sale Price $3,345 each. Offers cannot be combined. 

Excludes previous purchases. Not valid with any other 
discount health plan. Offer expires 7/31/17

$1,000 OFF
purchase of a pair of advanced and 
premium level digital hearing aids. 

CELEBRATE YOUR

INDEPENDENCE

PURE® 13 BT
INTRODUCING

HEARING AIDS

etter with HearUSA!

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

$25$25

If you’re a regular reader of my col-
umn, you know how much atten-
tion I give to the topic of wandering 

— and for good reason. Statistically, 
we know that wandering affects up 
to 67 percent of those living with Al-
zheimer’s, but anyone can wander at 
any time, placing themselves in dan-
gerous or even life-threatening situa-
tions. 

Fortunately, New York City de-
mentia caregivers have access to a 
life-saving program: CaringKind’s 
MedicAlert NYC Wanderer’s Safety 
Program, which operates in partner-
ship with the police department’s 
Missing Persons Unit. MedicAlert 
NYC assists in the safe and timely re-
turn of individuals who wander, ei-
ther in the city or across county and 
state lines. Today, more than 26,000 
New Yorkers are registered in the 
program.

Here’s how it works: After regis-
tration, the person with dementia re-
ceives a bracelet or necklace engraved 
with an ID number and 24-seven toll-
free, emergency contact number. The 
MedicAlert system stores the individ-
ual’s personal information and health 
records, including the name and 
contact information for the primary 
caregiver. When a caregiver reports 
an incident of wandering either to 
the MedicAlert team at CaringKind 
or to the police, we can activate miss-
ing person announcements, which in-
clude photos and identifying details. 
The information is also sent to local 
hospitals, Port Authority, shelters, 
and morgues. If the family agrees, the 
media is contacted. These actions en-
sure that word gets out quickly and 
broadly throughout the entire metro-
politan area. 

While the person is missing, Car-
ingKind’s MedicAlert 24-hour Emer-
gency Response team maintains com-
munication between all the agencies 
and keeps the family informed, ensur-
ing that no time is lost or no informa-
tion is overlooked.

When the individual is found, often 
by law enforcement or emergency re-
sponders, a call is made to the toll-free 
number on the ID bracelet, alerting 
the MedicAlert team, who communi-

cates with the family and authorities 
to ensure that the individual is safely 
returned home. The medical informa-
tion stored in the MedicAlert record 
allows doctors to quickly provide ap-
propriate treatment and medication 
if needed.   

The program goes one step further 
by giving caregivers an option to pur-
chase their own corresponding Med-
icAlert ID bracelet or necklace. This 
identifi es them as a dementia care-
giver and, should anything happen to 
them, police, hospitals, and other au-
thorities will immediately know that 
there is someone with Alzheimer’s 
or dementia who needs care or assis-
tance.

The numbers speak for themselves: 
98 percent of the New Yorkers enrolled 
in the program who wandered were 
returned home safely. 

MedicAlert NYC adds a level of 
protection to prevent a wandering 
event from ending tragically, making 
the already tough job of caregiving a 
little easier. 

For more information about the 
MedicAlert NYC Wanderer’s Safety 
Program, and many other caregiv-
ing resources and programs, all free 
of charge, call CaringKind’s free 24-
hour Helpline at (646) 744–2900 or visit 
www.caringkindnyc.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Getting wanderers 
home safely

Program working to prevent tragedies

More than 26,000 New Yorkers are regis-
tered in MedicAlert NYC, which assists in the 
safe return of individuals who wander, either 
in the city or across county and state lines. 
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The fi rst baby boomers 
are already turning 70, 
and the generation re-

mains one of the most in-
fl uential in the country and 
around the world. Scores of 
products and services are 
now marketed to seniors, 
many of whom remain as ac-
tive and socially-aware as 
they were in their youth. 

One aspect of senior 
marketing that is booming 
is dating and relationship 
products. Singles age 50 and 
older are increasingly rely-
ing on online dating sites 
and other methods to fi nd 
love and companionship. 
Dating is no longer kids’ 
play, and those who have 
been away from dating for 
some time may have to get 
reacquainted with the pro-
cess in the modern age. 

Consider online 
dating

Data from Pew Research 
found one in two divorced or 
widowed seniors had remar-
ried in 2013, and that trend 
fi gures to continue. Many 
seniors are using online dat-
ing sites to fi nd their new 
matches. While websites 
geared to dating make it eas-

ier to get in touch with fellow 
singles, the relative anonym-
ity of the process can make it 
challenging to separate the 
truth from some self-promot-
ing hype in dating profi les. 

Begin by relying on dat-
ing sites that have been 
tested and recommended. 
One to try is the AARP dat-
ing site partnered with How 
About We. In addition to its 
simplicity and small fi nan-
cial commitment, the site 
caters to the over-50 crowd 
and is backed by the AARP 
name. It’s good for those 
looking for an activity part-
ner as well as casual dating. 
Popular websites Match.
com and eHarmony.com also 
boast high percentages of 
users age 50 and up.

Even after thorough con-
sideration and conversation, 
daters should exercise cau-
tion when meeting someone 
online and then in person. 
Profi les aren’t always what 
they seem, and it’s easier to 
fudge the facts when initiat-
ing contact over the inter-
net.

Keep an open mind
It’s easy to be preoccu-

pied with the rigors of be-

ing an older adult and the re-
sponsibilities that still may 
rest on your shoulders. Part 
of the fun of dating when you 
were young likely had to do 
with throwing caution to the 
wind. 

But some of those same 
carefree aspects remain 
true whether you’re dating 
at 17 or at 57. Laughter, fun, 
spontaneity, and the chance 
for some adventure are still 
the keys to making memora-
ble dates. 

Sometimes it’s who 
you know

The old adage of it’s “who 
you know” and not “what 
you know” is applicable to 
dating. If you are ready to 
jump into the dating world 
again, ask your close friends 
or family members if they 
know anyone who might be 
in a similar situation. 

Taking another stab at 
dating later in life can be 
both exciting and nerve-
wracking, but no matter 
how long it’s been since your 
last fi rst date, some aspects 
of dating are the same as 
ever. Just remember to have 
fun and don’t be afraid to try 
new things.  

Finding love again is possible for seniors who get back into the dating scene.

Advice for seniors 
who want to date

Tips for avoiding 
retirement boredom

F rom the moment young 
men and women fi rst 
walk into the offi ce for 

their fi rst day as working pro-
fessionals until the day they 
offi cially retire, the notion 
of planning for retirement is 
never far from their minds. 
But when the day to hang up 
the briefcase and donate all 
those business suits arrives, 
some retirees wonder what to 
do next. Some know exactly 
how they will spend their days 
when they no longer have to 
work, while others who decide 
to play it by ear may fi nd them-
selves battling boredom.

For those among the latter 
group, it’s important to un-
derstand that many retirees 
fi nd themselves bored once 
they no longer have to focus 
on a career. Jobs keep men 
and women busy and provide 
a sense of purpose in their 
lives, so it’s understandable 
that retirees feel bored once 
those jobs are no longer a part 
of their daily routine.

But just because you no 
longer have an offi ce to go to 
every day does not mean life 
cannot be as fulfi lling or even 
more fulfi lling than it was 
when you were still working. 
You just need to fi nd some-
thing to avoid succumbing to 
retirement boredom.

Work part-time. Though 
it might seem odd to start 
working right after you retire, 
a part-time job can provide 
the type of structure you have 
grown accustomed to without 
all of the responsibility that 
comes with a full-time career. 
Part-time jobs can range from 
consultancy work that makes 
use of your professional expe-
rience to something entirely 
different like landscape main-
tenance at a nearby golf course 
that gets you out of the house 
and enjoying the warmer sea-
sons. Whichever you choose, 
make sure it’s something you 
fi nd fun and interesting.

Embrace a new hobby. 

Working professionals often 
say they wish they had time 
to pursue a hobby. Now that 
you are retired, you have all 
the time in the world to do just 
that. Whether it’s perfecting 
your golf game, writing that 
novel, learning to cook like a 
gourmet chef, or whatever else 
you might have always wanted 
to do, retirement is a great 
time to do it.

Get in shape. If retire-
ment boredom has started to 
negatively affect your mood, 
one great way to conquer your 
boredom and improve your 
mood at the same time is to 
start exercising. Exercise is a 
natural mood enhancer. When 
the body exercises, it releases 
chemicals knowns as endor-
phins, which trigger positive 
feelings in the body. In ad-
dition, regular exercise has 
been shown to reduce stress, 
boost self-esteem, and improve 
sleep. Working out at a gym 
also is a great way to meet fel-
low retirees in your commu-
nity, and the energy you have 
after exercising may give you 
the boost you need to pursue 
other hobbies.

Volunteer. If a part-time 
job is not up your alley, then 
consider volunteering in your 
community. Volunteers are al-
ways in demand, and volun-
teering with a local charity 
can provide a sense of purpose 
and provide opportunities to 
meet like-minded fellow retir-
ees, all while helping to quell 
your boredom. Retirees who 
love to travel can combine 
their passion for volunteer-
ing with their love of travel by 
signing up to work with an in-
ternational relief organization 
that travels abroad to help the 
less fortunate.

Upon retiring, many retir-
ees initially fi nd themselves 
coping with boredom. But 
there are many ways to avoid 
the restlessness of retirement.  

Embracing a new hobby is one way 
for recently retired men and wom-
en to avoid growing bored during 
retirement.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 25 YEARS

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
Will I need glasses 

after cataract surgery?
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

By the year 2030, there will be 
70 million Americans over the age 
of 65. At least one out of every three 
Americans will have some sort of 
eye problem. Cataracts are one of 
the most common problems facing 
Americans, but fortunately surgery 
can usually restore vision.  With mod-
ern-day cataract surgery many pa-
tients can experience improved vision 
almost immediately.  Today, patients 
don’t only want improved vision, but 
also less dependency on glasses for 
driving, computer work and reading.  
There are new implants which for the 
right patient can lessen the necessity 
for glasses and can also correct astig-
matism. 

Every patient planning to undergo 
cataract surgery should have the fol-
lowing discussion with their ophthal-
mologist: 

1) How strongly do they want to 
not use glasses. 

2) What are their hobbies? 
Patients who need crisp distance 

glasses for example in order to play 
tennis are not necessarily good candi-
dates for the new multifocal implants.  
If the patient is still working, what kind 
of job do they hold and what vision 
requirements do they have? 

3) Do they drive? 
4) Do they use glasses for reading 

now? 
The new multifocal implants which 

make patients less dependent on 
glasses are not necessarily the best 
option for every patient.  A thorough 
discussion with your ophthalmologist 
is a must so that patients have real-
istic expectations about their vision 
after cataract surgery

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Nursing home residents often 
require temporary admission 
to a hospital to treat a chronic 
condition, an illness, or medi-
cine readjustment. A recent 
study estimates that a quar-
ter of all home residents will 
require hospital care every 
year. Yet, most residents and 
their families are not aware of 
the nursing home readmission 
policy. Many assume the resi-
dent will be readmitted and re-
turn to the same bed. This is 
not always the case.

Federal regulations re-
quire all skilled nursing facil-
ities receiving Medicare and 
Medicaid to provide a return-
ing resident the next available 
bed in a semi-private room, 
not necessarily the original 
bed. States may modify these 
regulations as long as they do 
not offer lesser services.   

New York State has been 
one of the more generous 
states with regard to bed-
holds. New York guaranteed 
a resident could return to her 
original bed if she is hospital-
ized no more than 14 days in 

any 12-month period. This ap-
plied to all residents receiving 
Medicaid and occupying a bed 
in a semi-private room. The 
facility must still provide her 
with the next available bed af-
ter the 14-day period, but not 
necessarily the original bed. 

But New York’s liberal bed-
hold policy has changed as of 
April 1. Nursing homes must 
still guarantee the fi rst avail-
able bed in a semi-private 
room, but not necessarily in 
the same room or on the same 
fl oor. The state affi rms that by 
eliminating this policy it can 
signifi cantly reduce Medic-
aid costs. A family may still 
reserve a bed, but only if they 
pay privately.  

This change is due to a New 
York State amendment to the 
Public Health Law that elimi-
nates Medicaid’s bed-hold re-
imbursement. New York’s De-
partment of Health maintains 
this amendment will reduce 
Medicaid expenses by $22 mil-
lion per year. Prior to April 
2017, New York nursing homes 
were reimbursed 50 percent of 
the Medicaid daily rate for 14 

days as long as the nursing fa-
cility maintained a 95 percent 
occupancy rate. 

Some states still retain 
policies that reserve nursing 
home beds for a designated 
number of days.

Minnesota has a bed-hold 
policy of 18 days, Washington 
State will reserve a bed for 20 
days, and Connecticut for 15 
days. Other states have deter-
mined the expense for a bed-
hold is too costly. Maryland, 
Alabama, Indiana, and Okla-
homa have no bed-hold days. 
These states will still hold a 
bed if a family or friend pri-
vately pays for it. The average 
bed-hold cost is between $300 
and $350 per day.

New York still offers gen-
erous bed-holds for “thera-
peutic leave,” or a non-medi-
cal, overnight visit to a friend 
or family. Medicaid pays the 
nursing facility 95 percent of 
the Medicaid rate provided to 
that resident for up to 10 days 
within any 12-month period. 

The average length of time 
for therapeutic leave among 
state programs is about 18 days 

per year. North Carolina offers 
the most permissive policy, 
paying for 60 days of therapeu-
tic leave per year. Some states 
have different rules with re-
gards to leaving the facility 
for consecutive days. For in-
stance, Hawaii allows Medic-
aid eligible residents a total of 
12 days for therapeutic leave 
per year, but the leave cannot 

be for more than three consec-
utive days.

Nursing homes are obliged 
to inform every resident of 
their bed-hold policy when 
a person is fi rst admitted. 
Families should be aware of 
these policies to insure their 
rights. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior 
care advocate.

State’s nursing home bed-hold policy is reduced

In New York, nursing homes must guarantee a returning patient the fi rst 
available bed in a semi-private room, but not necessarily in the same 
room or on the same fl oor as the bed he or she had before leaving.
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By Alexandra Simon
It was a landmark celebration!
VP Records festively honored leg-

endary label Greensleeves Records 
with a concert celebrating their 40th 
anniversary at B.B. Kings Blues Club 
and Grill on June 21. The full-house 
concert featured reggae artists Addis 
Pablo, Alborosie, and Queen Ifrica, 
who performed several of their songs 
and classics, that best represented 
the quality of artists the British-
based label produced, said a director 
at VP Records.

“The recent concert at B.B. King 
is an excellent example of the qual-
ity of music that has been put out 
on Greensleeves over the past 40 
years,” said Richard Lue. “Addis 
Pablo represented his father’s lega-
cy on Greensleeves, Alborosie repre-
sented the label’s current roster and 
Queen Ifrica represented VP Records. 
Together they put on an amazing 
show.”

At the concert Addis Pablo, the 
son of dub musician Augustus Pablo, 
opened to the show with a perform-

ance paying homage to his late father 
and sang a few of his popular songs 
such as, “Java.”

Also at the show was Italian-born 
reggae musician Alborosie, who 
debuted his first New York concert. 
During his performance he surprised 
guests by bringing Lady Ann to the 
stage, who gave the crowd a perform-
ance of her 80s hit song, “Informer.” 
Queen Ifrica concluded the celebra-
tory show with songs of her recent 
album.

Concert celebrates 40 yrs of Greensleeves Records

Reggae artist Alborosie performs at B.B. King Blues Club to celebrate Greensleeves Records anniversary 
on June 21. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on Page 42

By Tequila Minsky
When the Wallach Art Gallery host-

ed its opening reception earlier this 
month, one felt they were walking 
through the remnants of a construc-
tion zone to get there. Located almost 
at the West Side Highway, bright 
orange hazard netting greeted visitors 
while crossing West 125th Street to 
the plaza at the Columbia University’s 
Manhattanville new Lenfest Center for 
the Arts where the gallery is located 
(relocated from its Upper West Side 
campus).

Once there, this spacious sixth-
floor gallery showcasing 25 artists 
in the show entitled “Uptown” per-
fectly fits its mission to exhibit art.  

By Nelson A. King
The opening act of “Jazzy Jazz” 

at Brooklyn’s Medgar Evers College 
begins this Friday, July 7.

The opening performance features 
Bashiri Johnson & Frances Elizee; 
Jazzmeia Horn; Alex Blake & Collec-
tive and others, according to organ-
izers of the Dr. Mary Umolu Jazzy Jazz 
Festival. 

The festival will be held on nine 
Friday evenings, from July 7 to Sept. 
1, and will this year pay tribute to the 

Uptown 
Triennial artists 
working above 

99th Street

Jazz evenings
Lena Horne.

Continued on Page 41
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legendary Lena Horne. 
Summer 2017 Jazzy Jazz 

Festival takes place in front of 
the College’s Academic Com-
plex Building at the corner 
of Bedford Avenue and Crown 
Street, in Brooklyn.  

The program is from 7 pm 
to 10 pm. Seating is on a first-
come basis. This event is free 
to the public, organizers say.

This year’s lineup includes: 
Eric Wyatt Quartet, Steven 
Kroon & Sextet; MEC Jazz 
Ensemble, Hillard Greene 
and The Jazz Expressions; 
Melba Joyce and Friends, 
Ngoma’s “Not Your Average 
String Thing”; Rhythm Heal-
ing featuring Bashiri Johnson 
& Frances Elizee; Jazzmeia 
Horn; and Alex Blake & Col-
lective. 

“Bring your lawn chairs, the 
street is blocked off every Fri-
day,” said Dr. Clinton Craw-
ford, the Guyanese-born chair 
of Evers College’s Department 
of Mass Communications, Cre-
ative and Performing Arts and 
Speech, which sponsors the 
event.

Horne was born in Brook-
lyn, June 20, 1917 – 100 years 
ago. Hence this year is her 
centennial year.

The department said Medgar 
Evers College, of the City Uni-
versity of New York, is “proud 
to celebrate the unmatchable 
contributions of this talent-
ed actress, singer, dancer and 
civil rights activist, with nine 
outdoor Jazz concerts every 
Friday from July 7 to Septem-
ber 1, 2017. 

“This Brooklynite who 
shared the company of Max 
Roach and Randy Weston, 
among others, lived in Bed-
Stuy and began performing 
in Clubs in Harlem at an early 
age of 16,” the department 
said. “Her illustrious career 
spanned almost eight decades 
as a performer and actress in 
Hollywood, not without con-
troversy.” 

The college said Horne’s 
association with Paul Robeson, 
who was blacklisted as a com-
munist during McCarthyism, 
slightly damped her stint in 
Hollywood, but she continued 
to perform in elegant clubs in 
the US and Europe. 

“Cabin in the Sky” and 
“Stormy Weather” are the sig-
nature pieces for which Horne 
was best known. 

“Horne’s repertoire of musi-
cal performances bequeath to 
us is a treasure strove,” Medgar 
Evers College said. “Like all 
great African descendant art-
ists in these United States of 
America, Lena never failed to 
lift her voice against the ram-
pant discrimination against 
‘Colored folk’ of that era. 

The event was one of many 
worldwide celebrations of the 
legendary British reggae record 
label, which was acquired by VP 
Records nearly a decade ago.

In addition to the concert, 
exclusive records honoring the 
anniversary of the label are 
available, as well as more that 
are set to be released this year. 
They include new projects from 
Alborosie and King Jammy, and 
even re-releases from various 
artists.

BRITISH 
REGGAE 

Continued from page 41 

Dr. Clinton Crawford. 
 Clinton Crawford

Jazz
Continued from page 41 

Infused with light, a wall of 
windows overlooks the city 
looking south. The New York 
Times calls this building the 
“fraternal twin” of the Whit-
ney Museum of Arts— simi-
larly located near the Hud-
son River (five express sub-
way stops downtown), also 
designed by architect Renzo 
Piano. 

The artists of this show, 
many of Latin American, Car-
ibbean or African Diaspora 
heritage, live or work above 
Manhattan’s 99th Street, 
are exhibiting paintings, 
sculptures, photographs and 
video.

“This is a great initiative 
for artists who have been 
working uptown for years,” 
said artist Rejin Reys, add-
ing, “It’s fabulous that their 
contribution to the art world 

as well as the neighborhood 
is being recognized.” 

Haitian heritage Cybil 
Charlier’s work has deep con-
nections to Haitian culture 
and her work in this show is 
no exception. In one niche 
in this space, Charlier shows 
five digital prints from her 
series of 26. Entitled Pan-
theon, she is “developing a 
personalized, syncretic pan-
theon of deities that merges 
traditional Vodou imagery 
with popular cultural per-
sonas,” reads the gallery 
description.

Her friend Reys further 
elaborates on how this art-
ist brings Haiti and Harlem 
together, “Cybil has meld-
ed African Diaspora figures 
with Catholic saints in a sim-
ilar way that the saints and 
Vodou come together. It’s a 
Diasporic approach to the 
spirits.”  

Uptown art 
Continued from page 41 

A guitarist for reggae musician Alborosie plays at B.B. Kings Blues Club. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Cybil Charlier stands amidst her Pantehon series where 
she melds Catholic saints with popular personas—here 
Mary (Erzulie Dantor) with  artist Freida Kahlo. 

Photo by Tequila Minsky
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Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Despacito
Luis Fonsi, Daddy Yankee...

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

I’m The One
DJ Khaled, Justin Bieber, Qavo...

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

Issues
Julia Michaels

Believer
Imagine Dragons

Melodrama
Lorde

Pretty Girls Like Trap Music
2 Chains

The Nashville Sound
Jason Isbell And The 400 Unit

Feed The Machine
Nickelback

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Guardians Of The Galaxy, Vol. 2
Soundtrack

Crack-Up
Fleet Foxes

Woodstock
Portugal. The Man

Boomiverse
Big Boi

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

How Did We Get So Dark?
Royal Blood

TOP 10 
SINGLES
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By Kam Williams
“Despicable Me 3” is actually 

the fourth installment in the 
animated franchise, provided 
you count the prequel Minions, 
which some may consider a 
spin-off. Co-directed by Pierre 
Coffin, Kyle Balda and Eric 
Guillon, this episode revolves 
around Gru (Steve Carell) who 
discovers that he has an iden-
tical twin before facing-off 
against his most formidable foe 
ever.

As the film unfolds, we find 
the reformed reprobate and 
wife Lucy (Kristen Wiig) being 
fired from by the Anti-Villain 
League for failing to prevent 
Balthazar Bratt (Trey Parker) 
from purloining a priceless 
pink diamond. FYI, Balthazar 

was an adorable child star until 
Hollywood had no further use 
for him when he hit puberty.

Embittered about being 
kicked to the curb, he’s ven-
tured to the dark side and is 
currently bent on world domi-
nation. Yet, he’s a bit of a comi-
cal figure, since he’s still emu-
lating the character he played 

in the Eighties, in terms of his 
clothes, haircut and musical 
taste.

Now that Gru and Lucy have 
joined the ranks of the unem-
ployed, they have the time for 
a family outing to Fredonia 
to meet Dru (also voiced by 
Carell), the identical twin Gru 
never even knew he had. Other 

than sharing the same barrel-
chested physique, the two are 
different as night and day. For, 
Dru is handsome with long 
blond hair and less of a Slavic 
accent. Plus, he’s criminal-
ly-inclined, and wants noth-
ing more than to pull a heist 
with his relatively-gnarly, bald 
brother.

However, Gru hopes to kill 
two birds with one stone by 
duping his sibling into help-
ing him “steal” the precious 
gem from Balthazar. What Dru 
doesn’t know is that his bro 
just wants to get back into his 
boss’ (Jenny Slate) good graces 
by returning the stone to its 
rightful owner.

While the twins embark on 
that quest, the other charac-
ters become embroiled in more 
subplots than you can shake a 
stick at. Gru and Lucy’s dating-
age daughter, Margo (Miran-
da Cosgrove), inadvertently 
encourages an ardent admirer 
(Adrian Ciscato). Their younger 
girls, Agnes (Nev Scharrel) and 
Edith (Dana Gaier), wander off 
into the forest in search of a 
fabled unicorn And the Min-
ions land in jail after being 
arrested for trespassing.

The action is frenetic and 
the multi-stranded storyline 
eventually culminates in a 
manic finale featuring Balthaz-
ar terrorizing Tinseltown from 
the turret of giant, bubbleg-
um-spewing robot. 90 minutes 
straight of the sort of overstim-
ulation kids of the Attention-
Deficit Generation crave!

“Despicable Me 3”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG for action and 

rude humor
Running time: 90 min-

utes
Distributor: Universal 

Pictures

Sequel finds Gru bonding with long-lost bro

A scene from the movie “Despicable Me 3.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Austin Found (Unrat-
ed) Midlife crisis dram-
edy about a fame-crav-
ing, former beauty queen 
(Linda Cardellini) who 
has her daughter (Ursu-
la Parker) kidnapped in 
order to land back in the limelight. 
With Craig Robinson, Skeet Ulrich, 
Patrick Warburton and Jaime Pressly.

City of Ghosts (R for profanity and 
disturbing violence) War on Terror doc-
umentary chronicling an intrepid band 
of Syrian journalists’ efforts to shed 
light on ISIS’ gruesome crimes against 
humanity.

Hickok (Unrated) Luke Hemsworth 
plays Wild Bill Hickok in this biopic 
where the legendary lawman’s reputa-
tion as the fastest draw in the West is 
put to the test while trying to restore 
peace in a wild frontier town. Co-star-
ring Trace Adkins, Kris Kristofferson 
and Bruce Dern.

Santoalla (Unrated) Missing persons 
documentary revolving around a griev-
ing Dutch widow’s investigation into 
her husband mysterious disappearance 
a decade after they moved to a tiny 
Spanish village inhospitable to out-
siders. (In English and Galician with 
subtitles)

Swim Team (Unrated) Inspirational 
documentary highlighting the exploits 
of three members of the Jersey Ham-

merheads, a competitive swimming 
team composed entirely of teens on the 
autism spectrum.

Undercover Grandpa (PG-13 for vio-
lence and suggestive material) Action 
comedy about a shy teen (Dylan Ever-
ett) who enlists the assistance of his 
grandfather’s (James Caan) World War 
II buddies to rescue the kidnapped girl 
of his dreams (Greta Onieogou). With 
Lou Gossett, Jr., Paul Sorvino and Jes-
sica Walter.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
A Ghost Story (R for brief profanity 

and a disturbing image) Romantic fanta-
sy revolving around a recently-deceased 
musician (Casey Affleck) whose spirit 
miraculously returns home to comfort 
his inconsolable wife (Rooney Mara). 
Supporting cast includes Kenneisha 
Thompson, Will Oldham, Liz Franke 
and Kesha.

Spider-Man: Homecoming (PG-13 for 
action, violence, profanity and sugges-
tive comments) Tom Holland assumes 
the title role in this reboot of the Mar-
vel Comics franchise which finds Peter 

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B



Caribbean Life, July 07–July 13, 2017 45  BQ

FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Ronald Blum
EAST HARTFORD, Conn. (AP)— 

Dom Dwyer volleyed in a go-ahead 
goal in the 19th minute of his inter-
national debut, ran to the corner flag 
and did a double back flip that would 
make a gymnast proud.

Back home in Missouri, wife Syd-

ney Leroux was overjoyed.
The goal made Dwyer and Leroux 

the first husband-and-wife couple to 
score for the United States, which 
beat Ghana 2-1 on Saturday in an 
exhibition ahead of the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup.

“I’m very proud of Sydney and 

what she’s achieved and still achiev-
ing in the national team,’’ Dwyer 
said. “I’ve got quite a few caps to 
catch up to her, and a few goals, 
too.’’

Brad Guzan saved Asamoah Gyan’s 
penalty kick in first-half stoppage 

Dwyer scores in international debut exhibition match

Ghana goalkeeper Richard Ofori makes a save against the United States in the fi rst half of an international 
friendly soccer match at Pratt & Whitney Stadium at Rentschler Field, Saturday, July 1, 2017, in East Hart-
ford, Conn. Associated Press / Jessica Hill

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
Cricket West Indies (CWI) President 

Dave Cameron has said that senior-
ity and experience of players would no 
longer count in the issuing of central 
retainer contracts.

Speaking against the backdrop of 
the controversy arising from Darren 
Bravo’s rejection of a Grade C contract 
last year, Cameron argued that West 
Indies players now controlled their own 
futures once they perform, and not CWI 
dictating the quality of contracts they 
received.

By Azad Ali
West Indies Women Cricket Captain 

Stafanie Taylor has been named the 
world’s leading all-rounder and is in the 
top five of both the batting and bowling 
rankings.

In the latest ICC Women’s rank-
ings recently released, the 26-year-
old Jamaican held a handsome lead in 
the all-rounders rankings over second 
placed Ellyse Perry of Australia.

Taylor was the only West Indies play-
er in the top l0 as Marizanne Kapp of 
South Africa along with the New Zea-
land pair of Suzie Bates and Amy Sat-
terthwaite rounded up the top five.

Cricketers pay 
based on points

Taylor is top 
all-rounder

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays 
a shot during their ICC Women’s 
Twenty20 Cricket World Cup semifi -
nal match against Australia in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, Thursday, April 3, 2014. 
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, File

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 46

US BEATS US BEATS 
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In the batting rankings, Taylor 
is in fifth position with Aussie Meg 
Lanning occupying the top spot and 
Indian stroke-maker Mithali Raj in 
second.

Aggressive right-hander Deandra 
Dottin was installed at number eight 
but was the only other West Indies 
player in the top 20.

Off-spinner Anisa Mohammed is 
the only other Caribbean player in 
the top 20, at number seven.

Taylor was the most prolific all-
round player for West Indies in recent 
years, scoring 3732 runs from 98 
ODIs at an average of 44.

She has taken 114 wickets with her 
off-spin at an average of 18.

The West Indies Women team is 
currently playing in the ICC Cricket 
World Cup which runs from June 24 
to July 23 in England.

The West Indies has lost their first 
match against Australia last week.

CWI determines the grade of con-
tract on a points system stemming 
from players’ performances over a 
12-month period and on this basis, 
players were aware of the perform-
ances required in order to stake their 
claim for higher grade contracts.

The CWI president said that sea-
soned players need to translate that 
experience into performance instead 
of hoping for a high level retainer 
based on their length of time in 
international cricket.

Grade A is the highest level con-
tract on offer and is worth US$150,000 
with Grade B valued at US$125,000 
and Grade C, US$100,000.

Opener Kraigg Brathwaite, who 
averages 35 from 37 Tests, is cur-
rently the only player on a Grade A 
contract with Test and ODI captain 
Jason Holder on Grade B.

All-rounder

Retainer 
contracts

time, and Kellyn Acosta added his first 
international goal in the 52nd minute 
on a low free kick that bounced in. 
Gyan curled a free kick just under the 
crossbar in the 60th, leaving the final 
2-1 — matching Ghana’s victories that 
eliminated the U.S. from the 2006 and 
2010 World Cups and the American win 
over the Black Stars at the 2014 tour-
nament.

“I got fired in 2006. It took me 11 
years to get this job back,’’ Arena said, 
laughing, after the U.S. improved to 
4-0-4 since he replaced Jurgen Klins-
mann in November.

Born in Cuckfield, England, Dwyer 
was in Norwich City’s youth system but 
broke his right foot three times and was 
released. He moved to the United States 
in 2009 to attend Tyler Junior Col-
lege, shifted to the University of South 
Florida, then was drafted by Sporting 
Kansas City in 2012 and has played for 
the team ever since. He became a U.S. 
citizen on March 16 and made his inter-
national debut at age 26.

Leroux, a 27-year-old forward from 
British Columbia, played for Canada at 
age 14 in the 2004 Under-19 Women’s 
World Cup, became a star at UCLA and 
switched affiliation to the U.S. She has 
35 goals in 75 international appearanc-
es and helped the Americans win a gold 
medal at the 2012 Olympics and the 
title at the 2015 Women’s World Cup.

They met when she was training with 
the national team in Kansas City and 
were introduced by a mutual friend.

“We just kind of hung out. We were 
buddies, and then we started to hit it 
off,’’ he said.

Dwyer and Leroux announced on 
Valentine’s Day 2015 that they had mar-
ried a month earlier. She wears No. 2 
and he No. 14

Of course, the home is filled with 
competition.

“We have little bits here and there. 
We definitely encourage each other,’’ he 
said. ``She definitely owes me money for 
this one.’’

They are only the fourth husband 
and wife to both play for the U.S., join-
ing Jim Gabarra and Carin Jennings, 
Claudio Reyna and Danielle Egan and 
Zach Loyd and Casey Nogueira. Egan’s 
only goal was in 1993, four years before 
she married Reyna.

“I’m insanely proud of him and so 
happy for the overall win for the MNT,’’ 
Leroux said through a spokesman. ``I 
love the fact that we both came to the 
USA from other countries and get to 
chase our dreams together wearing the 
crest that means so much to us. When 
he scored, it’s really hard to describe the 
feeling. Just chills. I know this is only 
the beginning for him.’’

Arena changed eight starters from his 
lineup in the June 11 World Cup quali-
fier at Mexico, retaining only Guzan, 
Acosta and Paul Arriola. Seven Ameri-
can starters entered with fewer than 10 
international appearances.

There also were debuts for a pair 
of midfielders: Kelyn Rowe started on 
the left flank and Kenny Saief, who 
played twice for Israel before switching 

his affiliation to the U.S. last month, 
entered in the 71st.

Atop a 4-5-1 formation, Dwyer failed 
to take advantage of scoring chances in 
the 14th and 17th minutes, then broke 
through. Jorge Villafana dribbled from 
the left flank past defenders and laid 
the ball back to Joe Corona, who made 
his first U.S. appearance in two years. 
Corona’s shot hit Villafana and bounced 
up to Dwyer, who scored with his left 
foot from 8 yards.

Dwyer broke in again in the 24th and 
was sent tumbling by a studs-up tackle 
from goalkeeper Richard Ofori, who 
was given only a yellow card by referee 
Ismael Ornejo of El Salvador.

“First 10 minutes or so, he looked 
a little nervous out there, but he got 
ahold of the game and did well,’’ Arena 
said.

Getting ready to open the Gold Cup 
against Panama on July 8, the U.S. wore 
new uniforms with red and blue hori-
zontal stripes. Leroux, at home for FC 
Kansas City’s National Women’s Soccer 
League match on Sunday, watched with 
10-month-old son Cassius and team-
mate Becky Sauerbrunn.

Cassius wore a white home U.S. kit 
with mom’s number, according to a 
photo she posted on Instagram. Will he 
wind up playing for the U.S.?

“I’m not going to put any pressure 
on him,’’ Dwyer said, “but he’s prob-
ably going to want to copy mommy and 
daddy.’’

Arena, 65, won’t be waiting.
“You don’t expect me to be coaching, 

do you?’’ he said.

US BEATS GHANA

United States’ Kellyn Acosta, left, and Matt Hedges, right, pressure Ghana’s Raphael Dwamena, center, during the 
fi rst half of an international friendly soccer match at Pratt & Whitney Stadium at Rentschler Field, Saturday, July 1, 
2017, in East Hartford, Conn. Associated Press / Jessica Hill

Continued from Page 45 

Cricket West Indies President 
Dave Cameron.

Continued from Page 45 

Continued from Page 45 
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By Azad Ali
West Indies Women cricket-

ers are fighting for a win in the 
current ICC 50-over World Cup 
campaign in England.

In their opening match they 
were defeated by eight wickets 
to reigning champions Austral-
ia Women last week at Taunton 
and a few days later they lost to 
India at the same venue.

The losing finalists from the 
last 50-overs World Cup and 
the reigning Twenty20 World 
Cup champions now face the 
prospect of not making the 
semi-finals.

In their last match on Sun-
day the West Indies Women 
were humiliated as they went 
down to South Africa, in what 
was their worst performance of 
the tournament. 

Sent in to bat, the West 
Indies capitulated for 48 off 
25.2 overs — their second low-
est ever total in One-Day Inter-
nationals and the sixth lowest 
in World Cup history. 

Number four batter Chedean 
Nation was the only one to 
score 26 as West Indies lost 
their last five wickets for l0 
runs in a shocking display of 
poor batting. 

South Africa leg-spinner 
Dane van Niekerk took four 
wickets for no runs off 3.2 

overs. In reply, South Africa 
scored 51 for no loss off 6.2 
overs to win the match. Captain 

Stafanie Taylor, who along with 
Deandra Dottin celebrated their 
l00 ODI career last week, said 

the form of the senior players 
needed to improve if the team is 
to turn around its fortunes.

West Indies Women cricketers fight for a win

West Indies’s Stafanie Taylor loses her wicket during an ICC Women’s Twenty20 Cricket World Cup semifi nal match be-
tween Australia and West Indies in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Oct. 5, 2012.  Associated Press / Gemunu Amarasinghe, File
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15
and $20 at the door

(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net

www.caribfoodfest.com

SPONSORS
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