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By Bert Wilkinson
Dominica’s embattled gov-

ernment Wednesday threw out 
a region and worldwide appeal 
for help after Category Five 
Hurricane Maria pulverized 
the Caribbean trade bloc nation 
that is wedged between the 
French dependencies of Guad-
eloupe and Martinique, killing 
seven people and setting the 
country back by millions, two 
years to the month when Hur-
ricane Erica had also battered 
the island of 72,000.

Video footage posted by the 
Barbados Nation Newspaper 
from an overflight by a Region-
al Security System aircraft 
showed large holes in state and 
private buildings, debris scat-
tered as far as the eye could 
see and the type of desolation 
normally associated with the 
aftermath of a major natural 
disaster.

As Maria took its time over 
Dominica on Monday night, 
Prime Minister Roosevelt Sker-
rit appeared to sum up as situ-
ation as succinctly and as pel-
lucid as he could saying in 

one of his last social media 
postings that “we have lost 
all what money can buy. We 
will need help my friend. We 
will need all kinds of help,” he 
said before the power went out 
island wide.

Dominica’s French neigh-
bors were also reporting wide-
spread damage to property and 
at least two deaths. Two boaters 
are also believed to be missing.

With adequate time and 
warnings to prepare, Carib-
bean Community governments 
rushed to send aid and sup-
plies to Dominica even as they 
were ironically still doing so for 
a number or countries which 
were affected by mega storm 
and equal opportunity destroy-
er Irma a mere two weeks ago.

The St. Lucia and Antiguan 
governments asked donors 
to use their island as staging 
bases for relief supplies and 
promised that all paper work 
and duties would be waived as 
this is a regional emergency.

For the region, the 2017 
storm season is one of the 

APPEAL 
FOR 
AID

Dominica requests help after 
Maria ravages country

Worrell says the designation will serve to remind the city of its infl uential Caribbean 
population. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

By Alexandra Simon
Visiting the Caribbean is 

about to get a lot easier.
Local politicians will desig-

nate the city’s first-ever “Little 
Caribbean” district on Sept. 
28, officially commemorating 
parts of Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens and Flatbush for their 
robust community of immi-
grants from the region. The 
recognition will ensure the 
fast-gentrifying neighbor-
hoods retain their Caribbean 
history and identity, according 

to the woman who spearhead-
ed the naming initiative.

“Our communities are rap-
idly changing, especially in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, 
and it’s very important now 
to put our stake in the ground 
and make a collective effort 
to preserve and protect Carib-
bean culture for generations 
to come,” said Shelley Worrell, 
the founder of cultural advo-
cacy group Caribbeing.

Kings County’s Caribbean 
population is second only to 

that of the region itself and 
formally recognizing it will 
increase awareness of the local 
community, ensuring it con-
tinues to thrive, Worrell said.

“Brooklyn has the largest 
and most diverse Caribbean 
population outside of the Car-
ibbean,” she said. “One of the 
goals of Little Caribbean is to 
increase visibility and sales for 
small business along the cor-
ridors, in addition to showing 
Caribbean communities back 

Caribbean to get its own hub in Brooklyn
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By Nelson A. King
In continuing its draconian immi-

gration policies, the Donald J. Trump’s 
administration in the United States 
is giving immigration and consular 
officials new grounds to deny entry to 
visitors from the Caribbean and other 
places or to deport them if they are 
already in the United States. 

In a cable to American embassies 
around the world, United States Sec-
retary of State Rex W. Tillerson wrote 
that visitors who require a visa before 
entering the United States must then 
follow through on their stated plans 
for at least three months, according 
to the New York Times. 

If in that period, they do some-
thing they failed to mention in an 
interview with a consular official — 
such as marry an American citizen, 
go to school or get a job — it will be 
presumed that they have deliberately 
lied, reported the Times on Monday. 

It said that would make it difficult, 
if not impossible, for them to renew 
a visa, get a new one or change their 
status. 

Additionally, if visitors were still in 
the United States, they would be eligi-
ble for deportation, the Times said. 

Changes of plans that occur after 
three months may still be problematic 
but are not presumed to be the result 
of “willful misrepresentation,” the 
cable said, according to the Times. 

It said that, under previous rules, 
a change in plans was deemed to be 
misrepresentation only for the first 
month after arrival in the United 
States. 

“If someone comes to the U.S. as 
a tourist, falls in love and gets mar-
ried within 90 days and then applies 
for a green card, this means the 
application would be denied,” said 
Diane Rish, the associate director of 
government relations at the Ameri-
can Immigration Lawyers Associa-
tion. “This is a significant policy 
change.” 

In 2016, the United States issued 
more than 10 million visas, helping 
to support a large tourism industry, 
the Times said. 

But it said the new rule does 
not generally apply to citizens of 
38 countries — including most of 
Europe and longstanding allies like 
Australia, New Zealand and Japan — 
who do not need a visa or an explicit 
travel, business or educational plan 
before coming to the United States.

Trump 
tightens 
rules for 

visas

By Nelson A. King
United States federal judge in Brook-

lyn on Thursday urged the Trump 
administration to extend its dead-
line for young, undocumented Carib-
bean and other immigrants to apply 
to stay in the US under a program by 
former President Barack Obama that 
Trump recently announced that he was 
rescinding. 

Last week, United States Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions announced, on 
Trump’s behalf, that immigrants shield-
ed from deportation by the program, 
which is known as the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, would 
have until Oct. 5 to reapply for pro-
tected status. 

But the federal judge, Nicholas G. 
Garaufis, said the deadline was too soon 
and requested it be pushed back so that 

the president and Congress have time 
to fix the program through legislation, 
according to the New York Times. 

“The concern of the court is that Oct. 
5 is three weeks away,” Judge Garaufis 
said at an hour-long hearing in Federal 
District Court in Brooklyn. “It would 
make a lot of sense from various van-
tage points to extend this deadline.”

DACA has protected hundreds of 
thousands of children and young adults 
who were brought illegally to the Unit-
ed States by their parents, noted the 
Times. 

Judge Garaufis said the only ones who 
would be “harmed” by keeping the dead-
line in place were the young immigrants 
themselves.

While the judge’s statement was not a 
court order, it was “a potent hint” of his 
position toward the decision to rescind 

DACA, a matter that arrived in his court 
last week when immigration lawyers 
filed a federal complaint saying that end-
ing the program was an “arbitrary, capri-
cious” move “based upon animus toward 
Latinos,” according to the Times.

It said the complaint, which revived 
a prior lawsuit filed in support of DACA 
last year, was the first legal assault on 
the program’s repeal. 

A day after it was filed, a group of 16 
Democratic state attorneys general sub-
mitted a similar suit opposing the roll-
back, which has also ended up in front of 
Judge Garaufis, the Times said.

At the hearing, Judge Garaufis, who 
was appointed by former US President 
Bill Clinton, said that “the ultimate 
outcome of this case should not be 

Federal judge urges Trump to push back DACA deadline

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 

Adams on Monday announced the winner 
of his $1 million Smart Gun Design Com-
petition, awarding the capital grant prize 
to New York University Tandon School of 
Engineering (NYU Tandon) on behalf of 
its student team Autonomous Ballistics.

The team, which was selected by a 
judging panel, is said to have created the 
most promising proposal that will prevent 
unauthorized users from firing a gun. 

Autonomous Ballistics, which is 
mentored by Adjunct Professor Antho-
ny Clarke, is made up of team leader 
Sy Cohen, Class of 2017, with a degree 
in mechanical engineering; Ashwin Raj 
Kumar, a Ph. D candidate in the Depart-
ment of Mechanical and Aerospace Engi-
neering; Jonathan Ng, Class of 2016, with 
a degree in mechanical engineering; and 
Eddilene Paola Cordero Pardo, an officer 
in the Colombian Navy and a Master’s 
degree student majoring in technology 
management. 

The conclusion of this competition — 
held in collaboration with the Mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice (MOCJ), New 
Yorkers Against Gun Violence (NYAGV), 
the New York City Police Department 
(NYPD), and the Smart Tech Challenge 
Foundation — featured a design expo in 
the Community Room of Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall that included presentations 
from the five student teams that were 
named finalists last month. 

Adams, himself a former police officer, 
as well as a gun owner, praised all of 
the competition’s teams for contributing 
positively to the ongoing effort to end gun 
violence in Brooklyn. 

“I am so proud of these incredibly 
innovative young people, who have chan-

neled our collective pain from senseless 
gun violence into a purposeful mission of 
designing technology that can save lives,” 
he said. “I look forward to working with 
NYU Tandon and their students on this 
proposal in the months ahead. 

“Today, Brooklyn is taking a mean-
ingful step forward for our nation and 
our world in advancing a future where 
smarter guns and safer streets are a real-
ity,” he added. 

The finalists also included Energy Envi-
ronmental Simulation (EES) Lab from 
New York City College of Technology, 
Intelligent Defense Systems (IDS) from 
Pratt Institute, Pew Pew from New York 
City College of Technology, and Smartfire 
Technology from NYU Tandon. 

Teams were invited to enter the Smart 

Gun Design Competition between Sept. 1, 
2016 and Jan. 1, 2017, and submitted their 
design by the deadline of Jun. 1, 2017, 
Adams said. 

He said one entry was accepted per 
team, with school entering as many 
teams as they wished. 

One graduate student or professor was 
required to be on each team with under-
graduate students. 

The team leader had to be affiliated 
with the school, but team membership 
was open to the public. 

A committee of jurists selected the 
five best ideas submitted to the Smart 
Gun Design Competition and allocated 
$10,000 grants from Adams’ discretion-
ary budget to the finalists’ institutions in 
order to further their work.

Local college team wins $1m Smart 
Gun Design Competition

Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams (right) announces the win-
ner of his $1 million Smart Gun Design Competition, awarding the capital 
grant prize to New York University Tandon School of Engineering (NYU 
Tandon).

Continued on Page PB
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Caribbean
The Caribbean Catastrophe Risk 

Insurance (CCRIF) will pay US$15.6 
million to the governments of Antigua 
and Barbuda; Anguilla; and St. Kitts 
and Nevis for damage caused by hurri-
cane Irma under tropical cyclone poli-
cies the islands hold with the facility.

Antigua and Barbuda will get the 
biggest slice of US$6,794,875; Anguilla, 
US$6,529,100 and St. Kitts and Nevis 
the lowest amount, US$2,294,603.

Barbuda was devastated by the hur-
ricane with authori-
ties saying that 95 
percent of the struc-
tures were destroyed 
and the island has 
been deemed inhab-
itable.

A statement from CCRIF said it is 
verifying the calculations for the pay-
ments and is discussing with the three 
governments that arrangements for 
making the payments will be settled 
within 14 days.

Bahamas
Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis 

has called on the Diaspora to consider 
new investment opportunities in The 
Bahamas, in areas ranging from tour-
ism to aquaculture, to the maritime 
sector.

He said the Bahamian Diaspora is a 
major talent and investment pool that 
the Bahamas must tap into and his 
administration intends to help create 
a global network of Bahamians to help 
boost national development and to 
create a 21st century Bahamas.

Dr. Minnis is call-
ing on Bahamians 
overseas and friends 
of The Bahamas to 
consider new invest-
ment opportunities 
in The Bahamas. The prime minister 
said his administration is also giving 
consideration to the establishment 
of an overseas council of the Baha-
mian Diaspora that will utilize social 
media and a dedicated website to 
help produce a database and platform 
for communication with Bahamians 
overseas.

He said such a council could also 
promote investment and job oppor-
tunities for Bahamians wishing to 
return to and / or work in The Baha-
mas.

Dominica
The Dominica government has 

agreed to pay public servants two 
months’ salary as a one-off payment 
for arrears following the success-
ful conclusion of an agreement with 
the Dominica Public Service Union 
(DPSU).

DPSU Thomas Letang said the col-

lective agreement has already been 
signed and “what we have before us 
is a salary freeze for the period 2015-
2016.”

He said public offic-
ers will not be getting 
a salary increase fir 
2015 – to 2016.

A one-off payment 
is equivalent to one month salary 
commuted on the last salary received 
by the officer who retired in 2015-
2016 and that is for retired officers 
who retired in 2015 and 2016.

Letang said public officers will also 
receive a three percent salary increase 
for the fiscal year 2017-2018. 

Additionally, an agreement was 
reached on several other areas, he 
said including an EC$20,000 grant 
towards training public officers, 
an EC$80,000 grant towards the 
union’s revolving fund and a grant 
of EC$236,000 towards the union’s 
medical and health insurance.

Guyana
Guyana has intensified measles sur-

veillance near the border with Vene-
zuela. Nationals of the neighboring 
South American country are seeking 
medical treatment for malaria follow-
ing reports that more than 360 Ven-
ezuelans who had crossed the border 
in recent weeks were seeking medical 
help for malaria.

State Minister Joseph Harmon said 

the government was first made aware 
of the situation from health personnel 
in the Region One and a decision was 
made to continue offering assistance 
to its neighbors.

According to Harmon, the Pan 
American Health Organization 
(PAHO) has advised of increased cases 
of measles in Venezuela.

As a result, he said Guyana had 
decided to step up measles surveil-
lance and “adopt a high level of vac-
cination.”

The minister said Venezuelans are 
asked to adhere to the protocol at the 
point of entry where 
they are required to 
provide identification 
along with the reason 
for the visit.

Harmon said the Venezuelans 
should only stay in Guyana for the 
time offered.

Venezuelans are currently given 
special permission to enter Guyana 
for a limited period to seek medical 
attention.

Venezuela is in the midst of a polit-
ical and economic crisis that has 
caused many of to them to flee the 
country.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government has signed 

a US$20 million (J$2.56 billion) agree-
ment with the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, which will provide 

funds to Micro Small and Medium 
Entrepreneurs (MSMEs) through the 
Development Bank of the Jamaica 
(DBJ).

According to a news release from 
the Finance Ministry, Finance Min-
ister Audley Shaw has reiterated the 
government’s commitment to provid-
ing access to financing to MSMEs to 
be able to build their capacity.

The minister said micro entrepre-
neurs are a significant sector that 
commercial banks have often over-
looked, and that is why the Credit 
Enhancement Fund (CEF) is criti-
cal, as it provides an opportunity 
for MSMEs to be able to build their 
capacity, expand their business ven-
tures and in so doing, create more 
jobs.

“If we are ever to achieve the ‘five’ 
in ‘four’ plan, or be able to sustain 
economic growth, we must provide 
a business environ-
ment in which the 
MSME sector can 
grow,” Shaw said in 
the release.

The CEF will provide a partial guar-
antee per individual MSME loan in the 
amount not exceeding US$385,000; it 
is also expected to provide coverage of 
up to 90 percent of the individual loan 
for up to l0 years, the release added.

Jamaica continues to benefit from 
the over 45-year long relationship 

PAHO to restore health clinics
The Hanna Thomas Hospital in Antigua damaged by Hurricane Irma. See story on Page 20.

 Pan American Health Organisation
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

worst on record with so many member nations in 
a state of disrepair from Irma, Maria and possibly 
Lee which forecasters are tracking. Up to midweek 
it was way out in the Atlantic.

In New York for the annual UN General Assem-
bly meetings and reflecting on a miserable storm 
season, Guyanese President David Granger mused 
that the time had perhaps come for regional lead-
ers to see how Guyana, with its vast landscape and 
resources, could be of help to islands battered each 
year by hurricanes.

“We have to sit down and speak to other CARI-
COM states to see how this gift (of land) could be 
utilized to give the Caribbean people a better life 
in the wake of these disasters. In my lifetime, I 
have never seen such as catastrophic series of hur-
ricane,” he told reporters. Granger is 73.

As private citizens and private sector groups 
mobilized relief aid especially to Dominica, Maria 
was pounding nearby Puerto Rico which had last 
experienced a similarly categorized storm back in 
1928 and was also headed to the US Virgin Islands 
even as citizens there are also struggling to recover 
from Irma.

And as Dominican officials assessed the dam-
age and as CDEMA, the umbrella response agency 
was sending supplies to the island, Principal Prime 
Ministerial Adviser Hartley Henry joined his boss 
in appealing for worldwide help, two years after a 
battering from the last storm.

He said all mobile phone towers were down, 
electricity out island wide and PM Skerrit was able 

to communicate with colleagues and the outside 
world through a satellite phone handed to him by 
French authorities.

“Maria was a category five hurricane. I am not 
sure if any of the Caribbean islands can with-
stand a cat-five. We need tarpaulins, bedding and 
sleeping material to the country, certain canned 
foods,” he said. “This has been a serious punch to 
the heart but not the soul. The rebuilding effort 
from Erica has been brought back to zero, perhaps 
minus zero.”

But he said some of the national infrastructure 
damaged two years ago stood up this time through 
better construction but Maria appeared to aim her 
wrath more at buildings rather than roads as was 
the case the last time. The Melville Hall Airport 
terminal in the north of the island sustained sig-
nificant damage but Henry said the tarmac could 
be in operational in a few days. 

Urgent appeal for 
disaster relief

Continued from Page 1 
home that we are united 
here.”

Little Caribbean will 
include Flatbush Avenue 
between Empire Boule-
vard and Nostrand Avenue, 
Church Avenue between 
Flatbush and New York 
Avenues, and Nostrand 
Avenue between Flatbush 
Avenue and Empire Boul-
evard. Passersby will know 
they are in the quarter 
thanks to new promotional 
signs that will be displayed 
throughout it, the Carib-
being president said.

The moniker is similar 
to those for other ethic 
enclaves such as Lit-
tle Italy and Chinatown, 
according to Worrell, who 
said it is a designation in 
name only and does not 
mark the district for his-
toric protection under the 
city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission.

But the mayor and City 
Council support it, along 
with the borough presi-
dent, who said he is look-
ing forward to christening 
the area and the flurry of 

activity the naming will 
bring to the surrounding 
nabes.

“I’m proud to be a long-
time supporter of Little 
Caribbean, and I’m even 
prouder that this designa-
tion is coming to fruition. 
Brooklyn is the epicenter 
of the Caribbean Diaspora, 
and this branding prom-
ises to have an incalcula-
ble value on the economic 
development and cultural 
pride of Flatbush and East 
Flatbush,” said Borough 
President Eric Adams.

The designation follows 
the borough’s 50th-annual 
West Indian American Day 
Parade, a milestone that 
proved Brooklyn’s long-
time Caribbean commu-
nity deserves its own hub, 
Worrell said.

“Right now we are 
witnessing a number of 
changes. The West Indian 
American Day Carnival 
just celebrated 50 years of 
existence, signifying that 
the Caribbean community 
has a strong foothold in 
Brooklyn, central Brook-
lyn in particular,” she 
said.

Little Caribbean
Continued from Page 1 

Dominica’s Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit.
 Associated Press
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 WITH YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS. 

 GET 15% OFF 
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WITH YOUR MACY’S PASS. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS. 

VIP SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 9/17-9/25/2017.

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE WITH $99 PURCHASE. VALID 9/17-9/25/17. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, HANDBAGS & SHOES FOR HER 

EXTRA 

30% OFF
USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS. 
VALID SEPT. 17-25

EXTRA 25% OFF JEWELRY/WATCHES & HOME ITEMS. 
EXTRA 15% OFF BEAUTY.  
EXTRA 10% OFF ELECTRICS/ ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE, RUGS & MATTRESSES.  
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Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, COACH, Demeyere, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack 
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Edmonds, Birkenstock, Chanel, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Kiehl’s, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be 
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Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Furniture & mattress prices shown online reflect extra savings.

30/25/10%

15%



8    Caribbean Life, Sept. 22–Sept. 28, 2017 BQ

By George Alleyne
A report on living conditions 

in Barbados might have given 
the current administration a 
failing grade as it showed more 
people falling into the poverty 
band during seven of the nine 
years that the government has 
been in office.

The Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank collaborated with 
Barbados’ Statistical Service 
department in a sample sur-
vey of 7,100 people from  more 
than 2,500 households in all of 
the island’s 11 parishes between 
February 2016 and January 2017 
and reported that not only has 
the number of persons in pov-
erty increased, but also females 
continue to be the most affect-
ed 

“We see that a significant 
share of households have left 
extreme poverty situation, 
but they have increased their 
non-extreme poverty situation. 
So former extreme poor have 
migrated to be non-extreme 
poor, which gives a rise in non-
extreme poverty,” said IDB’s 
Project Leader and Economics 
Senior Specialist, Dieter Beuer-
mann Mendoza as he recently 
reported on the study’s find-

ings.
“If we add the two types of 

poverty, we do see an increase in 
overall poverty of 2.4 percent… 
So overall, poverty is rising 
because extreme poor are going 
into non-extreme poor and the 
vulnerable have fallen into pov-
erty,” he added.

That 2.4 percentage points 
increase in overall poverty rep-
resents a movement from 15.1 
percent in 2010 to 17.5 percent 
in 2017.

Persons with an income val-
ued as high as $642.52 (Bds$1 = 
50 cents US) per month per per-
son are categorized among the 
non-extreme poor, and those 
who hit an income valued at 
$297.28 per month or less are 
regarded as being in an extreme 
poor position.

The year-long survey con-
firmed that Barbados continues 
to be a matrifocal society with  
women heading 57 percent of 
households on the island. And 
consistently females represent 
21.02 per cent of the poor with 
men accounting for 13.06 per-
cent.

At 4.15  percent females also 
lead in the category of extreme 
poor where males are at  2.4 

percent.
Most of the poor households 

and income earners were found 
to be located along the East 
Coast of Barbados with St John 
and St Joseph registering the 
highest overall poverty.

This decline in living con-
ditions has come under the 
watch of the ruling Democratic 
Labour Party government that 
has been in office since 2008, 
first under the late Prime Min-
ister David Thompson who died 
in office and was succeeded by 
Prime Minister Freundel Stuart 
in 2010. 

IDB Caribbean Country 
Department, General Manager, 
Therese Turner-Jones, explained 
that a reason for the latest study 
was a realization by the hemi-
spheric organization that there 
was very little current informa-
tion on critical areas of Barba-
dos and other Caribbean socie-
ties.

“In the absence of  such data, 
policymakers are really operating 
in the dark. This is not a good 
way to be operating, particularly 
given where Barbados and the 
region is in terms of its macro-
economic situation,” she said.

That sentiment found agree-

ment in Government’s Minis-
ter of Social Care, Constituency 
Empowerment and Community 
Development Steve Blackett who 
said that owing to challenges 
with data collection, only two 
extensive studies into the extent 
and nature of poverty have been 

conducted in Barbados.
“It is of paramount impor-

tance that the conduct of sur-
veys on poverty becomes a more 
regular occurrence. This will 
reduce the gaps in data avail-
able on poverty and living condi-
tions,” said Blackett.

Bajans face increased levels of poverty

Barbados’ Minister of Social Care Steve Blackett. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Metroplus 
is IN
QUEENS!

Jackson Heights
92-14 Roosevelt Avenue

Green Acres Mall
Near Macy’s Women

Queens Center Mall
Ground Level near Spectrum

Skyview Mall
Level B near Nike
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By Dr. Kumar Mahabir
An African male is in love 

with an Indian female. 
At the T&T Film Festival, 

this is the theme of two well-
publicised local feature films 
being screened: Green Days 
by the River and Moko Jum-
bie, and perhaps the lesser-
known Back to Freeport. These 
films come hot on the heels of 
another recently-screened local 
film entitled Bazoodee with the 
same theme. 

This year also saw the release 
of another incarnation of the 
King Kong motion picture 
(Kong: Skull Island) by Warner 
Bros. The movie is often inter-
preted as a depiction of the 
Black man’s love for a White 
blonde woman for whom he is 
willing to face danger and even 
death. 

Why the focus on rela-
tionships between black men 
and non-black women? Why 
ignore totally sexual relation-
ships between Indian men and 
non-Indian women? Is there 
is sinister plot to emasculate, 
marginalise and erase images 

of Indian men in the mass 
media? This belief is based on 
the virtual absence of Indian 
men in advertisements in the 
print media, billboards and on 
television.

Shouldn’t filmmakers also 
base their scripts on sexual 
encounters between Indian 
men and White women? There 
are at least three Caribbean 
novels dealing with Indian 
men and White women: Tiger 
and Doreen in Samuel Selvon’s 
Turn Again Tiger (1958), and 
Romesh and Petra in The Plains 
of Caroni (1970), as well as Ran-
jit and Sandra in V.S. Naipaul’s 
The Mimic Men (1967).  

There are intimate inter-
racial liaisons between Indian 
men and Black women such as 
between Santosh and the hub-
shi woman in Naipaul’s short 
story collection, In a Free State 
(1971). And Ranjitsingh and 
Ajourda taste all the colours in 
the menu in their Port of Spain 
office in Peter Ramkeesoon’s 
sexual blockbuster novel, Sun-
day Morning Coming Down 
(1971). 

The Martinique-born, Afro-
Caribbean physician, psychia-
trist and philosopher, Frantz 
Fanon, has framed a theory to 
explain this obsession of Black 
men in his book, Black Skin 
White Masks (1952). 

Fanon begins Chapter 3 with 
the following passage: “Out of 
the blackest part of my soul, 
across the zebra stripping of 
my mind, surges the desire to 
be suddenly white. I wish to be 
acknowledged not as a black 
but as a white. Now … who but 
a white woman can do this for 
me? By loving me, she proves 
that I am worthy of white love. 
I am loved like a white man…. 
I marry white culture, white 
beauty and white whiteness” 

(page 46). 
Fanon explains that the 

Black man wants to be accept-
ed and loved by the non-black 
world. By entering into these 
inter-racial relationships, the  
Black man seeks to “achieve 
denaturalization and (to use a 
loathsome word) deracializa-
tion.” He tries to emancipate 
himself from the bondage of 
his skin, his race and his cul-
ture and hope to have children 
that would not look like him 
(ref. Michael Jackson).

Post-colonial studies and 
critical theory explains that 
when Black men rise in edu-
cational, political and finan-
cial status, their desire is to 
have an Indian, Mixed (“Red” 
or “Dougla”) or White woman 
to enhance their status. In a 
chapter on images of men and 
women in calypsoes, literary 
critic Gordon Rohlehr (1998) 
categorises “Idealised women” 
as the White woman, the High-
brown woman and the Indian 
woman. Rohlehr observes that 
in the Black calypsoians’ con-
fessions “lies the self-contempt 
of the black man, who consid-
ers himself unworthy of the 
woman of colour whom he 
desires…” (page 261).

This desire by Black men for 
Indian, Mixed (“Red” or “Doug-
la”) or White women is the 
major cause of the destruction 
of the African family which is 
characterised by absent fathers, 
female-headed households and 

illegitimate children. In his 
MA Thesis submitted to Clark 
Atlanta University in 1996, 
Booker Edwards found that in 
African families, boys without 
fathers tend to become more 
gang-affiliated than those who 
have a two-parent home.

In discourses on race and 
beauty in post-colonial socie-
ties, the Black woman is often 
not seen as a role model. When 
brown-skinned and straight-
haired Janelle Penny Com-
missiong of T&T was crowned 
Miss Universe in 1977, it was 
an exceptional rupture to a 
long tradition of white beauty. 
In an article entitled “Contest-
ing Beauty” in ReVista: Havard 
Review of Latin America 2017 
edition, Elizabeth Hordge-
Freeman states that the ways 
in which the perception of 
beauty negatively impact Black 
women have seldom been dis-
cussed in the context of racial 
prejudice.

In the Americas and the 
Caribbean, Indian, Mixed 
(“Red” or “Dougla”) or White 
women are used in visual 
advertisement in newspapers, 
magazines and billboards of 
to sell products and servic-
es. The subliminal message 
is that these colours as well 
as thin lips, narrow nose and 
straight or relaxed hair are 
promoted as superior. 

The writer is an anthro-
pologist who has published 
11 books.

OP-ED

Black men’s love for Indian, mixed & white women

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and 
telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be 
published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit 
all submissions.

Dr. Kumar Mahabir.

By Tangerine Clarke
In an effort to bring compe-

tent, and complete service to the 
Guyanese diaspora, the Guyana 
consulate began services every 
second Saturday of every quarter 
during the year, as from Satur-
day, Sept. 16, 2017 from 10 am 
– 2 pm. Dec. 16, 2017 will be the 
last for this year before the 2018 
schedule.

During an interview with 
Caribbean Life, recently Guyana 
Consul General Barbara Atherly 
said except for visas, the con-
sulate will process birth certifi-

cates, travel documents, death 
certificates travel documents, 
and will give notary service.

As of Sept. 1, 2017, walk-in 
applicants for passports will 
receive service on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 
from 9 am – 3 pm.

“Over the past year, we have 
worked to enhance our services 
in an easier, and friendlier way. 
The consulate also introduced 
an automated telephone system 
and launched an interactive, 
user-friendly website,” noted CG 
Atherly.

The diplomat is also calling 
on Guyanese who have applied 
for passports or birth certificates 
between 2010 and April 2017, to 
collect their documents by Sept. 
30, 2017, before the documents 
are returned to Georgetown.

She noted that the consulate 
can no longer hold the docu-
ments due to lack of storage 
space, and is in negotiations with 
the passport office in Georget-
own to return them.

Atherly, who has been instru-
mental along with the staff, to 
bring the consulate into a twen-

ty-first century computerized 
system, since taking up office 
one year ago, is urging nation-
als to come into the office as 
soon as possible to collect their 
passports.

Machine-readable passports 
are now accepted through a 
mail-in system. Applicants could 
use overnight / express mail, 
with tracking ability for exact 
record keeping, as well as for the 
applicant’s peace of mind.

Applicants must ensure forms 
(downloaded from the website 
www.guyanaconsulatenewyork.

org) with guidelines — are prop-
erly completed before mailing.

Two passport-size pictures and 
the passport fee must accompany 
the completed form and return 
postage, payable by money order. 
The processing time is about 
four to six weeks. 

The consulate is in discus-
sions with the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in Georgetown, for 
the passport office to put an 
expedited service in place. This 
will come on-stream in 2018, 
after a network is created to 
combat corruption.

Guyana starts consular services on weekends
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Panamanians from both 
the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean 
regions of the isthmus are pre-
paring for the 114th anniver-
sary of their separation from 
Colombia with a commemo-
rative festivity of the Nov. 3, 
1903 independence by hosting 
a flag-raising ceremony, parade 
and festival.

Organized by the Day of 
Independence Committee of 
Panama in New York (DICP-
NY), for the 22nd year, since its 
formation, the organization is 
again hosting a pre-independ-
ence celebration in Brooklyn to 
mark the historic occasion. 

Slated to kick-off on Oct. 7 
at 10 am from Franklin Ave. 
a parade featuring marching 
bands, folkloric groups, cul-
tural organizations, school and 
community representatives 
and elected officials will mark 
the annual event.

Throughout the route from 
Bergen Street along Frank-
lin Avenue to President Street 
beauty queens, flag-waving 
revelers and colorful costumes 
will decorate a grand parade 
which will culminate at Clas-
son Avenue and Eastern Park-
way. 

There a performance stage 
will welcome singers, dancers 
amidst a confluence of ven-
dors, merchandisers, artisans 
and culinary experts all vying 
to promote the national spe-
cialties that distinguish the 
isthmus that connects two 
continents.

Last year, indigenous natives 
of the San Blas Islands brought 
their unique handcrafted 
embroidered ‘molas’ to the 
parade for the first time.

The distinctive and deco-
rative pattern, unique to the 
populous, held prominence 
throughout the day as natives 
displayed them on traditional 
garb.

A queen dressed in tradi-
tional outfit also added to the 
pageantry.

Fraternal groups – some of 
them displaying West Indian/ 
Panamanian unity flaunted 
banners identifying them to 
be Panamanian Jamaica, Pan-

ama Canal Alumni, Caribbean 
American Inc., (best known as 
PAJACAM).

Grand marshals for the pre-
Columbus Day celebration this 
year are Jose Francis, director 
producer of “Rinconsito Pana-
meno,” a TV program and New 
York Supreme Court Judge 
Shawndya L. Simpson.  

Some of the participating 
bands include — the Panama-
nian Marching Band of Atlanta, 
the First Panamanian March-
ing Band of Brooklyn and the 
United Panamanians Veterans 
Band. 

Other participating bands 
from Panamá include: Banda 
de Musica El Hogar, Banda 
Independiente Apocalipsis, 
Instituto Nacional, Instituto 
Jose Dolores Moscote, Banda 
Internacional Panamá para 
Cristo and many more. 

Organizers claim the main 
objective of the organization is 
to ‘diffuse knowledge in regards 

to the Panamanian culture.”
Another they said “is to 

bring Panamanians and other 
Latin Americans together to 
celebrate and commemorate 
Panama’s separation from 
Colombia which occurred on 
Nov.r 3 1903.” 

For more information about 

the parade, contact www.dicp-
ny.org. 

The World’s Super-
Centenarian From 
Jamaica Has Died

The world’s oldest person 
has died at age 117.

Panamanians to mark independence with parade

Panamanian indigenous San Blas natives parade in New 
York.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Eff ectively
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control

Designed to Attack Weight Loss from Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7

Continued on Page 32



12    Caribbean Life, Sept. 22–Sept. 28, 2017 BQ

and more brands

�������	
��

$�
���

 Stk #U27702A, 4 cyl, auto, 

a/c, p/s/b/l,  9600 mi.

�������

����������

$�����

Stk #27961, 4 cyl, auto, 

a/c, p/s/b/l, 7720 mi.

�������

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
Pre-Owned

��������������������� �!�"��# $%�"%�

APR
 available**

$�����

�������

�������&�'�

CERTIFIED

$�(���

�������

�����)�	*+
',�&

CERTIFIED

0.9%

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

STEVE DWAYNE DAVID

�-%��
���-%! ".%�
���"!���%�#���

3 PRE-OWNED 
INDOOR SHOWROOMS

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

ASK ABOUT
OUR REFERRAL 
FEE PROGRAM

By Dawn Plummer
The mode of gentrification 

has gradually taken grounds 
in Brooklyn. These undergo-
ing changes in the Borough 
have left Bedford-Stuyve-
sant as a community raising 
against its own. A neighbor-
hood with a longstanding his-
tory of great Black arts and 
culture and sturdy, beautifully 
carved brownstones homes 
any potential buyer would line 
up to purchase, but in the 
midst of the waving change 
there are many that are left 
far behind.

In recently concluded 
research work carried out by 
the New York State Comp-
troller’s Office on the historic 
North Central Brooklyn com-
munity, they reported back to 
local community leaders and 
elected officials on their find-
ings. On Friday, Sept. 15 at the 
Bedford-Stuyvesantt Restora-
tion Plaza, State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli divulge on 
these findings and the effect 
the changes now have on 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. DiNapoli 
said that although the com-
munity is experiencing  eco-
nomic growth in most areas, 

there are gaps and dispari-
ties despite this  growth. “The 
snapshot is not bias, it looks at 
the tale of two cities,” DiNapo-
li explained. The resurging of 
Bedford-Stuyvesantt must be 
to the benefit of all its resi-
dents,” he commented.  

The report shows an influx 
of more than 150,000 new res-
idents over the last ten years. 
This is a 34 percent increase 
in the population. In this 
report it was further revealed 
that long-term residents are 
earning an average of $28,000 
per year while new residents 
earn $50,200 in average. The 
number of household with 
incomes below the federal 
poverty level has increase by 
13 percent in the community 
since the end of the recession. 
According to the report pre-
sented, one third of all house-
hold in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
receive some form of supple-
mental Nutrition Assistant 
Program (SNAP), food stamps 
etc.

The new residents are mainly 
white, young and immigrants, 
the report stated. These find-
ings also show that such situ-
ations have put pressure on 

long term residents making it 
increasingly difficult for them 
to find affordable housing in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. The State 
Comptroller noted that the 
findings reveal that the immi-
grant community in Bedford-
Stuyvesant has increased by 
33 percent, when compared to 
6.5 percent overall in Brooklyn 
and 12 percent citywide, the 
Dominica Republic is the fast-
est growing group with 29,000 
in population other immigrant 
groups are from Jamaica, Guy-
ana, Barbados, Mexico each at 
seven percent and Trinidad & 
Tobago at 4.5 percent. 

DiNapoli said the report 
revealed that since 2000, busi-
nesses have grown in Bed-
ford Stuyvesant by 73 percent, 
the fastest in the city overall. 
The retail trade and leisure 
and hospitality sectors had the 
largest gains between 2009 
and 2016. In the meantime, 
DiNapoli noted, the neighbor-
hood has a shortage of prima-
ry care physicians and wait-
ing time in the neighborhood 
hospitals emergency rooms 
exceeds that of the statewide 
average. 

In the finding it was 

revealed that elementary 
schools and middle schools 
have shown notable improve-
ment in English and math-
ematics proficiency but is still 
lagging behind the citywide 
average. On the issue of crime, 
the report shows that violent 

crime, murders, rape, robbery 
and assaults have declined by 
over 44 percent and major 
felony crimes declined by 
one third between 2000-2016 
but despite these revelations, 
crime remains a problem in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Bedford Stuyvesant’s rise is non-inclusive

New York State Comptroller, Thomas P. DiNapoli at podium 
as state and city elected offi cials listened. From left, recent-
ly elected Democratic primary winner for 41st City Council, 
Alicia Samuels; State Senator Valmanette Montogomery; 
NY City Councilmember Robert Cornegy;  State Assem-
blymember Walter Mosley and State Assemblymember, 
Tremaine Wright. New York State Comptroller’s Offi ce
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. 
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$3250, ’17 RAV4: $2000, ’17 Prius Prime: $2750 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. *On Approved Credit. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 
financed is 2.9% - 60 months= $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = 
$17.48 for well qualified buyers. (5) From the original date of first use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible 
for typos/equip errors. Must take retail delivery by 10/02/17. Offers expire 10/02/17.      DMV#7113040

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

COOL FALL
OFFERS

$0 DOWN
New 2017 Toyota

Corolla LE
New 2017 Toyota

Camry LE

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

$21573
36 Mos Lease

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

$18237
36 Mos Lease

New 2017 Toyota
Prius Prime Plus

Stk#N73409, Mod#1235,  4cyl, auto, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $28,768.  

$311.55 Due at Signing.

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

$3115536 Mos Lease

New 2017 Toyota
Highlander LE

Stk#N73659, Mod#6948, 6cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $35,498.  

$316.69 Due at Signing.

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

$31669
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New 2017 Toyota
RAV4 LE AWD

Stk#N73765, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,403.  

$235.20 Due at Signing.

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

$2352036 Mos Lease

Stk#N73221, Mod#2532,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 
MSRP $24,273.  $215.73 Due at Signing.

Stk#N73703, Mod#1852,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. 
MSRP $20,058.  $182.37 Due at Signing.

“THE BEST WAY” REWARDS

The Westbury Toyota

• Lease Disposition Fee Waiver (up to $350)
• Excess Mileage Reimbursement (up to $250)
• Damage Deduction Credit (up to $250)And much more! Go to

WestburyToyota.com.com/rewards-program 
for more details!
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By Nelson A. King
Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambas-

sador to the United States and the 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS), Sir Ronald Sanders, on 
Wednesday met in Washington, 
D.C. with the Inter-American 
Emergency Aid Committee and 
representatives of major coun-
tries to discuss the devastating 
impact on Barbuda by the recent 
passage of Hurricane Irma.

Sanders made “emotive pres-
entations to the representatives 
of both groups who were visibly 
moved by a video presentation of 
the destruction of Barbuda and 
the evacuation of all its residents 
to Antigua,” according an Anti-
gua and Barbuda Government 
statement. 

The Emergency Aid Commit-
tee included the Pan American 
Development Fund, the Inter-
American Defence Board, the 
Pan American Health Organi-
sation and the Inter-American 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Major countries at the second 
meeting included Italy, Japan, 
Monaco, the European Union, 

the United States France, Spain 
and Switzerland, the statement 
said.

Sanders described the present 
situation in Barbuda as “unin-
habitable,” including the possi-
bility of disease resulting from 
dead animals and unclean water 
infiltration. 

“It is very fortunate that Anti-
gua had only relatively minor 
damage from Hurricane Irma 
and is now functioning normal-
ly, with the result that it could 
take in the inhabitants of Bar-
buda and provide for them on an 
immediate basis,” he said. 

“But there is a natural desire 
by the Barbudan community to 
return to the island – something 
that is difficult until basic serv-
ices can be restored,” he added, 
stressing that even these basic 
services “have a high cost that is 
beyond the resources of the Gov-
ernment of Antigua and Barbuda 
alone.” 

Sir Ronald said that Antigua 
and Barbuda has a US$1 billion 
economy “but is facing a rebuild-
ing cost of in excess of US$250 

million,” according to the state-
ment.

It said donor countries point-
ed out that, “in order for Bar-
buda to face up to future storms 
of this kind, it would have to be 
rebuilt differently and to higher 
standards that could resist hur-
ricanes.”

In agreeing with this observa-
tion, the Antiguan envoy said: 
“This is precisely why the coun-
try requires international help.”

He said that Prime Minis-
ter Gaston Browne is already 
engaged about the need for a 
“careful and well documented 
plan for the rebuilding of Bar-
buda that is sustainable, viable 
and ‘bankable’ to attract the nec-
essary funding.”

Many of the agencies, such as 
USAID and the Pan American 
Health Organisation, indicated 
that their emergency response 
teams are already sending in 
relief material to help cope with 
immediate needs, according to 
the statement. 

Later, on Wednesday, Sand-
ers made a presentation to US 

government officials and Con-
gressional representatives at the 
Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies in Washington, 
D.C., the statement said.   

“It is vitally important to 
knock on every door, to speak 
to everyone, to spread knowl-
edge,” Sanders said. “I am pain-
fully aware that the devastation 
of Barbuda could become yester-
day’s story to the international 
media.  It is crucial to act now 

and at all levels.”
Meantime, the Consulate Gen-

eral of Antigua and Barbuda in 
Miami said on Wednesday that it 
is opening a warehouse in Miami 
for the receipt of hurricane relief 
items for Barbuda.  

Consul General Gilbert Bous-
tany said items needed include 
pampers, baby formula, wipes, 
personal hygiene items, canned 
foods, medical supplies, and roll-
ing beds with mattresses.

Antiguan envoy meets 
emergency agencies

Ambassador Sir Ronald Sanders talking with the Inter-
American Emergency Aid Committee.  
 Gov’t of Antigua and Barbuda

  CAREER PROGRAMS

  

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success!
State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! com/sunybeoc

Photo courtesy of EGI Studios

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center

CALLTODAY!
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with the Inter American Bank (IDB), 
the ministry said.

Trinidad 
A 64-year-old grandmother, Melan 

Salvary-Doyle of San Fernando, South 
Trinidad was among the 37 people 
killed as a direct result of Hurricane 
Irma which recently slammed into 
several Caribbean countries as a mon-
ster Category 5 storm.

Iram is being blamed for at least 
17 deaths in the United States after it 
lashed the Florida Keys.

According to reports, the tragedy 
occurred at the home of her sister at 
32 A, Rue Round The Pond French 

Quarters in St. Martin, where she has 
been taking care of her three-year-old 
grandson who were both swept away 
in raging flood waters.

Salvary-Dole, a 
mother of six left 
her Trinidad home to 
go on a vacation at 
her daughter’s home 
about three weeks 
before Hurricane Irma struck St. Mar-
tin. 

Meanwhile, 19 Trinidadians had to 
be evacuated from Dutch St. Maarten 
and flown to Antigua after the devas-
tation of the island.

— Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

COVERAGE 
TO KEEP
YOU IN
RHYTHM.
With quality health plans and
free wellness classes at our
Neighborhood Care locations,
EmblemHealth keeps up with
your tempo.

Health Plans. For Now, For Life.
Find yours at emblemhealth.com 
or call 1-855-MYEMBLEM.

WORK SHIRT
#1574

$19.99
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By Viwanou Gnassounou
Viwanou Gnassounou is ACP 

assistant secretary general for 
Sustainable Economic Develop-
ment & Trade

BRUXELLES, Sept. 13, 2017 
(IPS) - Fish is big business. The 
latest figures show that more 
than 165 million tonnes of fish 
are either captured or harvested 
in a year, with each person con-
suming more than 20kg of fish 
annually, according to the world 
average. Roughly US$140 billion 
worth of fish is traded globally 
per annum, with millions of 
people relying on jobs in fishing 
and fish-farming, not to men-
tion the seafood industry which 
involves processing, transport, 
retail and restaurants.

The fisheries and aquaculture 
sector is also crucial to reducing 
poverty and eliminating hun-
ger. This is particularly true for 
Least Developed Countries and 
Small Island Developing States, 
the vast majority of which are 
members of the African, Carib-
bean and Pacific Group of States 
(ACP). ACP countries export as 

much as $US 5.3billion annu-
ally, with fisheries products 
making up half the total value 
of traded commodities in some 
countries.

Yet despite its undeniable 
importance, the sector faces 
severe challenges.

For a start, nearly a third 
of the world’s assessed fish 
stocks are overfished, under-
cutting nature’s ability to give 
high yields in the long term. 
Illegal, Unregulated and Unre-
ported (IUU) fishing and over-
capacity of fishing fleets are 
two of the biggest culprits, with 
IUU haemorrhaging billions in 
revenue for ACP states. In West 
Africa alone, more than one 
billion is lost each year due to 
IUU fishing while in the West-
ern and Central Pacific Ocean, 
IUU claims at least 470 million 
annually, with actual lost rev-
enue to Pacific Island countries 
around 140 million. Such loss-
es hurt countries’ efforts to cut 
poverty and sustain growth.

At the same time, ACP’s 
share of world fisheries trade 

remains minimal, although its 
regions are home to some of 
the world’s most iconic and pro-
ductive maritime zones. Trade 
barriers hinder competitive-
ness, as local producers strug-
gle to attain the high product 
standards demanded by inter-
national markets. Poor infra-
structure holds back economic 
gains, whether it involves lack 
of access to aquaculture pro-
duction zones, or lack of facili-
ties to store or process fish in 
order to add value to products. 
Meanwhile, WTO rules, such as 
rules of origin, make it hard to 
take advantage of breaks given 
to vulnerable countries.

Environmental degradation 
is also a global challenge due 
to pollution, overfishing, and 
climate change. In the Carib-
bean for example, where more 
than 70 percent of the popula-
tion lives along the coast, nearly 
two thirds of coral reefs are 
threatened by human activities, 
while a third is threatened by 
coastal development and pollu-
tion from inland sources. Cli-

mate change effects such as sea 
surface warming, ocean acidi-
fication, rising sea levels and 
extreme weather events all lead 
to habitat destruction, dimin-

ished fish stocks and damaged 
ecosystems.

Such grave and crosscutting 
challenges cannot be tackled by 
a country on its own.

Fisheries in Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific – 
Immense opportunities, critical challenges

Fisher folk in Palau’s waters.  Inter Press Service / Christopher Pala
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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By Nelson A. King
The Washington, D.C.-based 

Pan American Health Organi-
zation (PAHO) said its experts 
are supporting efforts to restore 
health services in Caribbean 
islands most affected by Hur-
ricane Irma.

PAHO said on Thursday that 
it has deployed health infra-
structure experts, sanitary 
engineers, epidemiologists, 
among others, in collaboration 
with the affected countries. 

PAHO said its teams, in sup-
port of health authorities and 
other agencies, are working in 
the British Virgin Islands to 
reestablish the logistics chain 
that allows them to receive 
medical supplies and medi-
cines, as well as store them 
safely and distribute them 
between health centers and 
patients.

“Health authorities on the 
affected islands have identified 
their needs for drug supplies, 
and PAHO is sending in the 

necessary supplies, as well as 
supporting the mobilization 
of health personnel to sup-
port national teams that have 
been working non-stop since 
the passage of the hurricane,” 
PAHO said.

It said the islands of Bar-
buda, St. Martin and St. Bar-
tholomew, Anguilla, British 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, Bahamas and Turks and 
Caicos reported serious dam-
age to infrastructure, hospitals 
and health centers, along with 
the loss of electricity and lim-
ited access to clean water. 

Hurricane Irma also hit the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, 
Saba, St. Eustatius, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, causing less serious 
damage, PAHO said.

“The need to support the 
rotation of health personnel at 
affected sites, and epidemiolog-
ical surveillance to detect any 
outbreak of diseases are vital 
at this stage of the response, 
especially because of the lack 

of clean water and access to 
health services,” according to 
Ciro Ugarte, director of the 
Department of Health Emer-
gencies at PAHO, who briefed 
ambassadors of the countries 
to the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) on the hur-
ricane response. 

Ugarte said damages to air-
ports, ports and roads “pose 
a challenge” for delivering 
humanitarian assistance, and 
completing damage and needs 
assessments.

But he said these obstacles 
are being overcome with the 
support of the affected coun-
tries themselves and PAHO 
personnel, “who have been 
able to mobilize the most 
affected areas, using any avail-
able means, including military 
transport.”

Ugarte said that, on many 
of the affected islands, PAHO 
has been the only agency in 
the field, even before the hur-
ricane hit. 

Experts in water and sani-
tation, health infrastructure, 
damage assessment and needs, 
logistics, coordination, epide-
miology and management of 
humanitarian supplies have 
already been deployed to all 
the most affected islands, and 
are working with national and 
local health staff, Ugarte said. 

He also noted “the solidarity 

and support” in the response 
from countries and territories 
that were not affected. 

Hurricane Irma, a Category 
5 storm, landed in Antigua and 
Barbuda on the morning of 
Sept. 6 and continued along 
the northern side of the Lee-
ward Islands before impact-
ing the state of Florida, PAHO 
noted. 

PAHO supports restoration of health 
services in Caribbean in wake of 

passage of Hurricane Irma

Sylvan McIntyre, former director of NADMA (left), Lauristan 
Hosten (third from left) and Joyce Thomas-Peters, disaster 
risk reduction consultant and former national disaster coor-
dinator in Grenada were part of PAHO teams in support of 
health authorities and other agencies working in the British 
Virgin Islands to reestablish the logistics chain that allows 
them to receive medical supplies and medicines, as well as 
store them safely and distribute them between health cen-
ters and patients.  Pan American Health Organisation
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
The bootleggers be gone. 
A New Jersey-based cosme-

tologist is promoting healthy 
living with her skincare aware-
ness. NBI All Natural is a one-
stop shop for all skin and hair 
needs, created by Susan Strach-
an. The Jamaican-born natural 
lifestyle enthusiast started her 
company in 2013 seeking an 
alternative solution to the over-
saturation of topical remedies 
with unnatural ingredients, she 
said. 

“One thing I notice is a lot 
of hair or skin products are 
promising to deliver on all these 
great things, but I notice that 

all of them have ingredients in 
them that most people can’t 
pronounce,” said Strachan.

So in search of a more mind-
ful approach to what she puts 
on her body, she researched 
how she could incorporate less 
chemically-laden products into 
her daily use because these big-
ger brands are not considering 
this, added Strachan.

“We don’t get the best quality 
of choosing what we want, but 
even though we don’t have that 
luxury, we can give ourselves 
the quality of life we want by 
getting the best,” she said.

Hence the creation of NBI, a 
humorous acronym for No Boot-

leg Ingredients, which Strachan 
credits her husband for. 

“We are health conscious, 
and what we don’t realize is that 
toxins enter our bloodstream 
and whatever we eat, ingest, and 
put on our skin is going into our 
bodies.” 

All of NBI’s products are non-
sulfate and cruelty-free. And 
they share one unique ingredi-
ent — Jamaican black castor 
oil, a multi-use oil for hair and 
skin. Since childhood, Strachan 
always used the popular oil to 
enhance her beauty routines, 
and felt it was only appropri-
ate to incorporate that into her 
items.

She said castor oil has been 
the solution to many of her 
past skin and hair woes and 
she continued to use it in her 
personal regimen making it a 
staple product in her family. 

“It has a lot of vitamins that 
helps restore and rejuvenate 
your skin,” she said. “Castor is 
thick, creates a moisture bar-
rier for skin so what we did was 
formulate it using natural oils, 
but still having its effect, and 

all these products fight against 
dryness.”

The line features 22 unisex 
products, from body scrubs, to 
lotions, balms, lip care, to hair oils 
and other products, according to 
Strachan. With castor oil being a 
very strong-scented oil, she adds 
that all of lines have unscented 
and fragrance free versions, as 
well as those with essential oils 
including lavender and eucalyp-
tus oil, which mask the smell.

Skin, hair care line promotes health-conciousness

NBI All Natural is an organic line that uses Jamaican black castor oil to fufi ll hair and skin 
needs without chemicals. Jory Johnson

Susan Strachan is the founder and creator of NBI All Natu-
ral. Susan Strachan
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees for uninsured patients

All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 

   SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

JOIN US 
FOR OUR

FREE 
NUTRITION 

AND LIFESTYLE
EDUCATION 

CLASSES

By Alexandra Simon
A festive worship like 

no other!
Hundreds of parish-

ioners came out for 
International Home-
coming day — a fes-
tive celebration of the 
multi-ethnic cultures 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Rosedale on 
Sept. 16. In honor of 
the place of worship’s 
110th anniversary year, 
the day was a chance 
for residents to learn 
about the church’s his-
tory, and the people of 
its diverse parish, said 
one organizer.

“Seeing the people 
come together was 
so much fun. There 
were so many ethnici-
ties represented and 
so much information 
to learn about each 
other,” said Monica 
Carrington, a longtime 
vestry member of the 
church. 

International Home-

coming Day is a display 
of culture through fash-
ion, food, and music. 
The predominantly 
Caribbean American 
parish had more than 
a dozen booths, each 
highlighting a few tid-
bits about a island and 
aspects of its culture, 
added Carrington. 

“Every booth had 
in-depth information 
about a country’s his-
tory and roots — so 
people could get food 
and education,” she 
said. “I was energized 
by the whole thing.”

The day included a 
procession of f lags, a 
mini carnival, fash-
ion show, dance and 
music performances, 
and food. The relaxing 
event was so entertain-
ing that members of the 
mostly reserved parish 
were showing off their 
best dance moves, said 
Carrington.

“I saw people that 

were 80 years old just 
dancing and having a 
good time — I couldn’t 
believe it,” she said. 
“They were loose and 
having a fun.”

She said the church’s 
parish is much differ-
ent from when it was 
first founded. But now 
with a different demo-
graphic of worshippers, 
the festive celebration 
is a reminder to the 
community of its past 
and present.

“One hundred years 
ago, Rosedale was 
mostly white, and black 
people couldn’t move 
into this neighborhood 
because of racism,” 
said Carrington. “But 
we are the majority 
now, and we’ve come 
a long way in 110 years 
and I wanted to show-
case that.”

Carrington noted 
that guests were so 
thrilled by the event, 
that the next day’s 
mass had a different 
energy.

“We went to church 
on Sunday and every-
one was still on a high 
from the day before,” 
she said.

As the oldest worship 
house in Rosedale, and 
an important factor in 
the lives of its mem-
bers, hosting cultural 
events such as Inter-
national Homecom-
ing Day is an oppor-
tunity for the church’s 
parochial members to 
broaden their relation-
ship with its neighbors 
and expand their vis-
ibility, said a co-organ-
izer of the event.  

“We want to reach 
the community and 
partner with business-
es more,” said Yvonne 
Robinson. “We’ve been 
here for 110 years and 
a lot of people don’t 
know we are here. So 
it ’s our mission to 
open our doors to the 
community and let the 
folks know we are open 
to them.”

Organizers are in 
talks to bring back the 
festival as an annual or 
bi-annual event, added 
Robinson.

Rosedale church celebrates diverse parish with cultural fest

International Homecoming Day

Flag bearers: Young boys walk with the fl ag of 
Barbados and United States, at St. Peter’s Epis-
copal Church’s Internatonal Homecoming Day in 
Rosedale on Sept. 16, 2017.
 Photos by Tyrone Johnson

Mas time: Montserrat masqueraders sport some colorful costumes and 
masks.
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Kitchen Cabinets, 
Flooring, Bath 

Vanities, Faucets, 
Exterior and 

Interior Doors, 
Locks and Much 

More, 

FREE 
Kitchen Layout, 

Design and 
Assembly with 

Purchase

7305 New Utrech Ave, Brooklyn NY 11204 
Phone: 718-513-9000 • Fax: 718-513-0001 • Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com 

Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9AM - 6PM; Thur 9AM - 8PM

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED THE WISE 
JUDGEMENT YOU WANT 
THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

By Nelson A. King
A half dozen United States 

Democratic lawmakers have 
met with Haiti’s ambassador to 
the United States in what has 
been described as an intimate 
dinner to craft a new strategy 
aimed at convincing the Trump 
administration to extend the 
Temporary Protected Program 
(TPS) set to expire in January 
2018 that allows thousands of 
Haitians to work and live in the 
United States.

Democrats said it’s time to 
tie TPS to recent activism over 
DACA, an executive order signed 
by Barack Obama that gave 
protections to undocumented, 
young Caribbean and other 
immigrants brought to the 
United States as minors, accord-
ing to the Miami Herald. 

“We have to create the atmos-
phere where the man in the 
Oval Office says ‘I’m consider-
ing it,’” said Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson Lee, Democrat 
of Texas. 

Democrats argue that repeat-
edly bringing up TPS during 
every DACA protest and getting 
business leaders to realize the 
disruption to labor markets if 
58,000 Haitians are required to 

leave will increase public pres-
sure on President Donald J. 
Trump to grant the TPS exten-
sion, the Herald said.

“If all the Haitian workers 
at Fort Lauderdale Interna-
tional Airport left tomorrow, 
they would have the messiest 
bathrooms of any airport, even 
messier than LaGuardia,” said 
Congressman Alcee Hastings, 
Democrat of Florida. 

Hastings and Jackson Lee 
said that widespread outrage 
from Democrats—and busi-
ness leaders—over President 
Donald Trump’s decision to end 
DACA last week created a mas-
sive amount of public pressure, 
according to the Herald. 

It noted that the TPS pro-
gram is administered by the 
US Homeland Security Depart-
ment and allows foreign nation-
als already in the United States 
from 10 countries to stay in the 
United States for a designated 
period of time. TPS was granted 
to Haiti in 2011 after a massive 
earthquake on Jan. 12, 2010. 

When Haiti’s TPS was up 
for renewal in May, Democrats 
asked then-Homeland Security 
Secretary John Kelly to show 
“compassion.” 

But Kelly ultimately decided 
to extend Haiti’s status, but only 
for six months instead of the 
usual 18, reported the Herald. 

Kelly also said Haitians “need 
to start thinking about return-
ing.” 

“It’s all or nothing at this 
point, given the time frame, the 
consequences, if nothing hap-
pens between now and Novem-
ber,” said Haiti ambassador to 
the US, Paul Altidor. “We’re try-
ing to ensure that as many peo-
ple from Capitol Hill, from either 
side of the aisle, are involved in 
this, and we’ve seen that from 
members of the Florida delega-
tion.” 

Already overwhelmed by Hai-
tian migrants who are being 
deported from the Dominican 
Republic, aid agencies in Haiti 
say they aren’t prepared to han-
dle a possible influx of Haitians 
enrolled in TPS who could soon 
be forced to return home, the 
Herald said.

The dinner was organized by 
Altidor and New York Congress-
woman Yvette Clarke, a long-
time proponent of extending 
Haiti’s TPS status, the Herald 
said. 

“We’re going to go to whom-

ever we need to make the case,” 
said Clarke, the daughter of 
Jamaican immigrants, who rep-
resents the 9th Congressional 
District in Brooklyn.

She said bringing TPS into 

the larger DACA debate “will 
help combat the spread of misin-
formation, such as false reports 
that Canada was offering free 
residency to Haitians in the 
United States.”

Democrats plot TPS strategy as deadline looms

Ranking Member Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, speaks 
during a hearing of the House Judiciary subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations, on 
Capitol Hill, in Washington, Tuesday, April 4, 2017.  Associated 

Press / Alex Brandon, File
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Pubs: Hamodia, El Espicialito-Brooklyn Edition

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being part of NewYork-Presbyterian. 

We’ve expanded our services and added more world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine.  

They join the skilled doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn

Introducing 

newyork-presbyterian 
brooklyn methodist hospital.

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

 FEATURING .. . 
108th BIRTHDAY SALE! Kingsbrook Medical Center, The New 

York State Alumni Association, New York 
State Office of Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Services, and the NYC Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene as 
well as community providers of addiction 
and mental health services will present 
the third Annual Recovery Month Health 
Fair to educate the community and per-
sons who are in recovery to learn about 
the intersect of behavioral health and 
primary care. The event will be held at 
Kingsbrook Hospital on Sept. 22, 2017 
from 9 am - 3:30 pm. CASAC and Peer 
training hours are available.

This one-day health fair entitled 
“Community Integration: Employment 
and Family” providing presentations 
related to health, career, educational and 
vocational issues and how they pertain to 
the  lives of people in recovery from sub-
stance use or mental health issues. 

Kingsbrook hospital will lead the way 
with expert presenters in the area of 
health via their “Best Health School” 
program — their education outreach 
initiative designed to advance the health 
and wellness of the community. 

This year, Kingsbrook’s HR Depart-
ment will shed special insight on current 
careers in health care and the vocational 
skills and preparation needed to enter 
those fields. 

The New York State Alumni Associa-
tion comprises of a group of individuals 
in recovery from alcohol and other drug 
substance use who have made a decision 
to work together to support other indi-
viduals in recovery, focusing on families 
and youth. This support is given through 
providing information on educational 
and vocational opportunities, current 
drug policies and practices that affect 
peers (persons in recovery) and recrea-
tional opportunities. In addition, there 
is a focus on the whole person including 
health information. 

Each year, the NYS Alumni Asso-
ciation plays a big in role the national 
celebration of Recovery Month. In Sep-
tember, the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Association’s (SAMHSA) sponsors 
Recovery Month to increase awareness 
and understanding of mental and sub-
stance use issues and celebrate people 
who recover. 

Kingsbrook will also offer health relat-
ed testing, and community behavioral 
health providers will offer information 
on current drug use patterns in New York 
City and on the services they offer to the 
community of Brooklyn and the larger 
community of NYC. A light continental 
breakfast and lunch are included. Please 
feel free to contact Mary Silva at 646-
728-4580, if you have questions.

Kingsbrook hosts NY State Alumni 
Association Behavioral Health Fair
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:09/22/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'04 SUBARU FORESTER

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#J5583, 125k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

‘13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#25124, 52k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,750
‘15 FORD FUSION

Stk#24117, 17k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,888
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
‘16 CHEVY CRUZE

Stk#29008, 689k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,888
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,888
'13 FORD EXPLORER

Stk#20434, 27k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31719, 108k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,995
‘12 HONDA PILOT

Stk#6596, 21k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,588
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,588
‘14 NISSAN PATHFINDER

Stk#26411, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$7,500
'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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CARS
STARTING    

$3,995!
 *2008 Toyota Camry LE, 

137k mi, STK#33696

AS LOW AS
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 09/22/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. 
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,800
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
‘07 HONDA RIDGELINE

Stk#34182, 127k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#33670, 33k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#32423, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$35,888
‘16 BMW X5

Stk#29561, 17k mil.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,888
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$8,500
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$18,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$13,888
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

Violet Moss Brown died 
on Sept. 15 in her home-
land Jamaica where she 
lived her entire life.

Reportedly, she died 
peacefully on the Friday 
afternoon less than a week 
after being hospitalized 
following reports she was 
showing signs of illness.

Reports are that she felt 
ill and on instructions from 
Barry Russell, her 85-year-
old son was taken to a hos-
pital in Montego Bay which 
is located miles away from 
her Duanvale home.

Reports are that she 
made it clear that she did 
not want to go.

Russell said he gave 
instructions for his moth-
er to be taken from her 
home after she got ill but 
his mother’s death came as 
a surprise to him.

Two grandchildren con-
tend that it was the move 
to the hospital which may 
have contributed to her 
demise.

She was taken “against 
her wishes” from her resi-
dence to a medical facility 
six days prior, they claim 

and if she had not been 
moved she would have been 
still alive today. 

“There was nothing 
much wrong with her,” 
Lelieth Palmer, a grand-
daughter and Florida resi-
dent said.

Palmer who has spent a 
lot of time with her grand-
mother in recent years 
reportedly told the Jamaica 
Observer: 

“She was a little dehy-
drated and a doctor who 
came to see her said all she 
needed was a little potas-
sium... so there was no 
good reason why they had 
to take her to any medi-
cal facility” on Sept. 9 she 
explained.

“She did not want to 
go; but later she begged 
them not to take her unless 
they were going to take her 
back home,” Palmer added. 
“They didn’t take her back, 
and so they took her away 
from her loved ones and 

family members and that 
contributed significantly to 
her death.”

Vernon Davis, another 
of Moss Brown’s grandchil-
dren shared the same senti-
ments.

“If they didn’t take her 
from her house she would 
still be alive today,” the 
grieving grandson said.

“They took her away 
from her comfort zone; 

took away her freedom; 
took away her dignity, and 
take her to a strange place 
where she had no family 
and friends and didn’t even 
tell some of us where she 
was.”

According to Russell, he 
had given assurances to his 
mother that he would soon 
visit her at the capital city 
facility. He explained that 
she seemed eager for him 
to visit and he consoled 
her saying he would make 
the trip after the weekend. 
Catch You On The Inside!

World's oldest person Violet Brown has died in 
Jamaica at the age of 117 years and 189 days old, 
on Friday, Sept. 15, at a local hospital.  
 Associated Press / Raymond Simpson, File

World’s oldest person dies in Jamaica
Continued from Page 11 

To apply
 Turned 17 BEFORE  
July 1, 2017

 Completed 9th grade in 
home country OR earned 
a minimum of 17 credits 
and Passed 1 Regents 
exam in ELA or Global 
History or U.S. History

Come to an 
Open House 

every Tuesday  
in September & October

9/12, 9/19, 9/26 at 6pm

10/3, 10/10, 10/17, 10/24 
at 6pm

240 2nd Avenue (corner of 15th St.), NY, NY 10003
Take the N, Q, R, 4, 5, 6, L train to Union Square

www.mcndhs.com

Are you:

of 17—21?

Manhattan Comprehensive 
Night & Day High School
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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By Tangerine Clarke
A group of foodies gath-

ered around Food Network’s 
Chopped Champion, Chef 
Andre Fowles, as he showed off 
his cuisine skills during a dem-
onstration on how to prepare 
three dishes with sauces from 
Grace Foods, during a recent 
exclusive tasting event at the 
Midtown Manhattan offices of 
Finn Partners.

Fowles, the Brand Ambassa-
dor for Grace Foods, and owner 
of Everything Food, flawlessly, 
prepared, Grace BBQ pork slid-
ers and sea salt potato chips, 
Grace Jerk Honey Wings, and 

Crispy Chili Shrimp with Grace 
Jerk Cream.

He started off with the crispy 
shrimp, using the jerk mari-
nade, not too spicy, with bal-
anced flavors, and paired with 
the sauce to compliment the 
sweetness of the shrimp.

The two-time Food Network 
winner, then used the Grace 
Jerk sauce to create finger-lick-
ing Jerk Chicken wings, brown 
on the outside and tender on 
the inside. The spicy Jerk sauce 
highlighted the seasonings, 
and blended into the meat for 
a delicious taste.

Next up, was Pork Sliders, 

which made use of the rich 
dark BBQ sauce in a pulled-
pork style cooking and finished 
with sea salt and potato chips. 
He topped off the little buns 
with minature Jamaica flags 
to give the presentation that 
homey, nostalgic feel.

The award-winning chef was 
impressive, giving his audience 
a brief history of the authentic 
Jamaica staple that he grew 
up eating in his grandmother’s 
dishes in Kingston, Jamaica.

The Grace Foods brand 
founded in 1922 in Kingston, 
Jamaica, is a great fit for the 
hometown boy who has made 

it big in the United States, but 
still has a strong connection to 
his Jamaican roots, using ele-
ments of his country to show 
his cooking style, and love of 
food, and more food, said Chef 
Fowles.

He is passionate about using 
the Grace Brand that he says is 
the backbone of Jamaican cui-
sine, a testament to him ever so 
often desire to share with the 
world, when the sauce is neces-
sary in his cooking.

He said the Grace Brand has 
always tried to make cooking 
more convenient, a product 
that “accentuates our cuisine.”

“The global inspired Grace 
Brand has an American appeal 
and is enjoyed by anyone who 
loves to cook.”

The Grace Foods sauces are 
Jamaican Style BBQ Sauce, 
Jamaican Style Jerk Seasoning, 
and Jamaican Style Marinade.

Chef Andre Fowles is quite 
busy these days spotlighting 
his great cooking at food dem-
onstrations around the New 
York area, festivals and on the 
Food Network channel.

His saying: “When you focus 
on being a blessing — God 
makes sure that you are always 
blessed in abundance.”

Jamaica’s Chef Andre cooks 
up cuisine at demonstration

BBQ Pork Sliders decorated with miniature Jamaican fl ags (left) while Chef Andre Fowls displays sauces from Grace Foods. Photos by Tangerine Clarke

The Royal Grenada Police 
Force (RGPF) is hoping that 
a recent donation of policing 
equipment by Grenadian offic-
ers in the New York City Police 
Department (NYPD) will be 
a starting point in forging 
closer ties with Grenadian law 
enforcement officers in the 
Diaspora.

Deputy Commissioner 
Edvin Martin said the Royal 
Grenada Police Force will 
be exploring a two-pronged 
approach with the Grenadian 
officers of the NYPD.

“One of the ways in which 
we can expand this relation-
ship is to explore the pos-
sibility of having a strategic 
relationship and an exchange 

programme — at the strategic 
level and at the tactical level,” 
he said.

“That way we can send 
police officers to NYPD to 
observe how they carry out 
their activities — planning 
and executing activities — 
both at the strategic and tac-
tical levels.

And vice versa, their offic-
ers at different levels can 
also come to  Royal Grena-
da Police Force and see how 
we do things and maybe even 
offer advice that can help us 
in developing our own proce-
dures and practices.”

DCOPs Martin and Frank-
lyn Redhead and Assistant 
Commissioners Michael Fran-

cois and Trevor Modeste were 
among rank and file officers 
of the  Royal Grenada Police 
Force who attended a pres-
entation ceremony of protec-
tive vests, helmets, and other 
equipment including traffic 
enforcement equipment.

Lieutenant Nimrod Ollivi-
erre, who led the group of 
Grenadian NYPD officers, said 
that they’re already looking at 
other areas they could provide 
assistance, support and col-
laboration.

The donation was as a result 
of fundraising initiatives by 
the officers in New York fol-
lowing the shooting death of 
Corporal Daniel Edgar of the 
RGPF last April.

RGPF wants to forge closer ties with Grenadians in NYPD

Grenada's Deputy Police Commissioner Edvin Martin (sec-
ond from left) with members of the Royal Grenada Police 
Force and Grenadian offi cers in the New York City Police 
Department.
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Metroplus 
is IN The 
Bronx!

MKT 17.139a

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Bathgate
720 East Tremont Avenue

Morris Heights
1733 University Avenue

Morrisania
227A 167th Street
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US ON NOVEMBER 16TH

Paradise Catering Hall

To order your seats, please visit https://caribbean2017impact.eventbrite.com
If you have any questions please contact Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or email at jstern@cnglocal.com

CARIBBEAN AMERICANS OF DISTINCTION
Chanel Adams
Jonathan Agarrat
Melinda Alexis-Hayes 
Shinese Brathwaite
Amarimba Charles 
Narine Dat Sookram
Carole Delinois
Soraya Denis
Lalita Etwaroo 
Daniela Fifi 
Sharon Gordon

Rose Graham
Ingrid Griffi th 
Dr. Christopher Hackett
Dr. Grace Hackett, PhD
Andel Husbands 
Justice Ingrid Joseph
Aminta Kilawan-Narine, Esq. 
Shani Kulture
Wayne S. McKenzie 
Linda McPherson
Danny & Shelly Mohabir

Ashley Murray
Wenford Patrick Simpson 
Hon. Bahaati Pitt 
Ravi Ramkeesoon 
Guilaine Regis 
Winette Saunders
Cyril Scorcher
Angela Sealy 
Leticia Theodore-Greene 
Margarette Tropnas
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Come visit and see for yourself!
Thursdays, October 19th or 26th

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Saturday, October 28th 

12:00PM - 2:00PM 

“Where Bright Futures Begin”
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

FREE Admission
Register now at 
nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo 
if you register by October 6th

FREE Valet Parking

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

elderly

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars 
and times for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics 
subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com



40    Caribbean Life, Sept. 22–Sept. 28, 2017 BQ

Is Barbados storm ready?

www.brfcu.org

�

��

� �����	
��
16 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 

of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

By George Alleyne
Barbadians fondly claim ‘God is 

a Bajan’ because the island usually 
escapes hurricanes with just rain and 
wind brushes, and this might be a 
godsend because recent events con-
tinue to expose it as unprepared for a 
major hit.

An island-wide power cut that came 
while Hurricane Maria was passing 
some 90 miles north of the island 
Monday amidst some residents’ unhap-
piness with a signal from the Disaster 
Emergency Management (DEM) office 
that there was no need for a national 
shutdown and it was safe to open busi-
nesses despite a prevailing flood warn-
ing are the latest red flags on Barba-
dos’ storm readiness.

The alerts on how prepared is Bar-
bados to take on the full brunt of a 
storm were to be found in the expres-
sions of outrage by some Barbadians 
that Monday was a day of work despite 
the deluge of rain that began the day 
before and continued during the call 
to work.  

In spite of being almost one hundred 
miles away and only at Category One 
strength Hurricane Maria damaged 
several homes and caused the usual 
flooding that afflicts certain parishes 
in heavy rainfall, eroded at least one 
beach, and threw waves on some road-
ways including the downtown Bridget-
own Wharf Road.

But while residents of sister Carib-
bean territories such as Dominica, 
Barbuda, British Virgin Islands and 
the United States Virgin Islands strug-
gle with real issues of rebuilding, from 
scratch in some cases, Barbadians are 
absorbed in debate on whether it was 
correct for DEM to give clearance for 
stores, offices and other places of work 
to open while rain poured intermit-
tently, as a Tropical Storm Watch was 
still active, and a flood warning in 
effect.

In stating that it was business as 
usual Monday,  DEM Director Kerry 
Hinds had advised residents to be 
‘vigilant and careful’ as the Barbados 
Meteorological Office expected more 
rain and high winds as a result of the 

passage of Hurricane 
Maria.

The Monday after-
noon power cut added 
fuel to the debate with 
the Nation newspaper 
reporting on Tuesday 
that it rendered idle 
workers who had reluc-
tantly left their homes 
because of the DEM 
clearance.

“The biggest power 
outage occurred around 
3:30 pm [Monday] and 
affected the entire 
island. It left people, 
who braved pouring 
rains and gusty winds 
to get to work, sitting 
in darkness for three 
and half hours in some 
instances,” the Nation 
reported.

It is believed that a 
lightning strike at a main 
plant of the island’s sole 
electricity supplier, Barbados Light and 
Power caused the electricity cut, and 
technicians immediately jumped into 
action restoring the first areas in just 
over half an hour with other districts 
receiving a restoration of supply through 
about six hours.

But this national power cut that was 
triggered by outer band storm effects 

from a disturbance so far away brought 
into question the readiness of the island’s 
infrastructure.

This comes against a backdrop of com-
plaints over the years that similar to what 
happens in many other Caribbean territo-
ries, homes, offices and other structures 
are not being built to withstand storm 
force winds.

Emergency Management Director Kerry Hinds.
 Photo by George Alleyne

The alerts on how 
prepared is Barbados 

to take on the full brunt 
of a storm were to be 

found in the expressions 
of outrage by some 

Barbadians that Monday 
was a day of work 

despite the deluge of 
rain that began the day 
before and continued 

during the call to work.
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By Alexandra Simon
Haitian-American filmmaker Franc-

esca Andre is an up and coming creator 
highlighting important subjects that 
affects various communities. She does 
that in her film, “Charcoal,” which is 
gaining much traction in film indus-
try. In her the movie she approached 
the topic of colorism and how external 
and internal effects it has on black 
women. Having dealt with colorism 
herself, Andre wants to use her lense to 
focus on similar issues.

Caribbean Life: When did you get 

into filmmaking and how did you find 
a passion for it?

Francesca Andre: I always had a pas-
sion for storytelling. As a child, I spent 
a lot of time with my grandmother 
who taught me lots of folktales, like 
“Krik Krak”, and riddles, like “Tim 
Tim, Bwa Sech”. Storytelling was big 
part of my upbringing in Haiti; we 
sang, we danced, we roleplayed. It was 
just a way to spend time as a family and 
I am grateful for this gift. Filmmaking 
felt natural to me. My mind is always 
racing with ideas, voices, characters, 

stories - the more persistent ones are 
the ones that I write about. Charcoal 
was one of them. I couldn’t escape it. 
I woke up around 3 am with the idea. 
I was inspired and felt unapologetic 
about it, so I knew I had to write and 
create it.

CL: Explain why did you want to 
create a project about colorism, and 
how does “Charcoal” help you tell that 
story?

FA: I know so many stories about 
colorism, skin bleaching, about hat-

Filmmaker talks success of debut film

Francesca Andre says her passion for storytelling and her personal experience with colorism, inspired her 
to create a fi lm like “Charcoal.” Gustavo Azael Torres

Continued on Page 42

By Alexandra Simon
Taking a greener approach to music.
British reggae musician Macka B’s 

forthcoming album “Health is Wealth,” 
is slated to come out next week on Sept. 
29. The veteran artist’s new project will 
include his widely popular and viral 
internet song “Cucumba” — a funny 
pro-green tune that gained him new 
audiences worldwide. The artist says 
he always wanted to advocate healthy-
eating in music to raise more con-
sciousness.

“For the longest time I wanted to 
do social commentary on conscious 
things, and I always try to be positive. 
But I also see the lack of health aware-
ness and too many funerals — and I 
want to try and do something about 
it,” said Macka. “Music is a powerful 

By Tequila Minsky
The images in the expansive gallery 

just behind BRIC’s lobby performance 
space pays tribute to its home borough 
with the exhibition “Brooklyn Photo-
graphs” by 11 photographers. 

“By the 1860s, Brooklyn had become 
the third largest city in the U.S.,” reads 
the intro in the accompanying 27-page 
exhibition catalogue. “The change is 

Green music 
Reggae style

Celebrating 
Brooklyn through 

photography

This visitor admires this black and 
white photo by Frederick Russell.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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relentless,” writes Curator, VP 
BRIC Elizabeth Ferrer and how 
the images, black and white, 
color, analogue and digital 
“express the continual tension 
between the borough we know 
and what it is becoming.” The 
exhibit is organized as a series 
of chapters, photographs created 
from the 1960s to the present. 
Photography serves as tangible 
memory. 

On Saturday’s “Coffee and 
Conversation, Artists Talk” 
three of the exhibiting  pho-
tographers spoke at BRIC about 
their work and their history in 
photography. 

From a single street in Wil-
liamsburg where George Malave 
grew up and photographed in 
the 1960s, his “Vareet Street 
Kid series” are the oldest images 
in the show. Malave and his 
mother represent an early wave 
of Puerto Rican migrants who 
arrived in New York at the close 
of World War II.  

Malave creates a series of 
images. The wall-size black and 
white reproduction of one boy 
and a graffitied wall with embed-
ded images of kids on the block 
reflects this series approach. Its 

impact is compelling and sets 
the stage for the exhibition.  In 
an adjoining case, several of the 
photographer’s contact sheets 
with grease pencil selections 
remind the viewer of the work 
staple for black and white film 
photographers before digital.  

Malave emphasized how while 
some might view his images 
as kids “immersed in devasta-
tion,” as kids, they never were 
concerned about themselves. 
“They’re concerned with each 
other,” he said of days of unsu-
pervised play. “They use their 
imagination to create things.”

Meryl Meisler’s Bushwick 
photographs from the 1980s are 
on view, taken during the 12 
years she daily  went to and fro 
IS 291 where she taught art. 
“I took this photo with Ansel 
Adams in mind,” she told the 
panel of her image of a bombed 
out vacant lot that wraps around 
the front and back cover of the 
catalogue. 

Meisler never sought out the 
underbelly of that era’s Bushwick 
— scarred from the destruction 
of the 1977 blackout. “I want-
ed to photograph things that 
were not depressing so I could 
(emotionally) continue to work 
there.” She eventually included 

the history of Bushwick in her 
curriculum.

The third on Saturday’s 
panel, Larry Racioppo, pursues 
series devoted to diverse New 
York themes. His Brooklyn Pho-
tographs created between 1973 
and 1978 document Halloween 
traditions in South Brooklyn on 
the street where he was living. 

Other photographers in the 
show are: Patrick D. Pagnano 
(roller disco in Crown Heights), 
Max Kozloff (carnival series), 
Russell Frederick (portraits in 
Crown Heights), Nelson Baker-
man (construction of Barclay 

Center), Sergio Purtell (banal-
ity of the urbanscape), Yolanda 
Andre (moments and daily lives), 
Leigh Davis (single room liv-
ing spaces), and Stefanie Apple 
(artists and their workspaces). 
There are 75 images in all in the 
exhibition.

On  Wednesday, Oct.4, 7 pm, 
BRIC hosts a free panel: Street 
Photography, Encounters with 
a Camera. Exhibiting photogra-
phers will discuss their practice 
and issues around photograph-
ing others in the public sphere. 
Essayist and journalist Garnette 
Cadogan will moderate. 

ing one’s hair. I wanted to tell 
a story that shows how self-
hatred is taught and can be 
unlearned. I wanted to tell a 
story that shows the trauma, 
the damage to one’s self-worth, 
but the victory as well. Char-
coal is about facing this world 
and being bold enough to love 
who you are.

CL: “Charcoal” will be 
screened at several stateside 
and international film festivals, 
tell me how excited you are 
about your film gaining more 
audiences?

FA: I am grateful. This is 
a low budget film. I shot it 
myself and my husband, Gus-
tavo Azael Torres, edited the 
film. It’s a project of love that 
I could not have done without 
the talents of Chengu Kargbo, 
Lorry Francois, Kweta Henry, 
Heather Smith and Khamaly 
Bryan. They gave this project 
their best. It’s a positive, trium-
phant film that young girls and 
women of color should watch.

CL: And are there any other 
film festivals you are hoping to 
pick up your film?

FA: Yes, my goal is to con-

tinue submitting “Charcoal” to 
many different film festivals. I 
am open to any festival that is 
willing to show the film.

CL: Compared to other films 
tackling the subject of color-
ism (Dark Girls, Light Girls), 
what makes your take on it 
different?

FA: “Charcoal” shows the 
generational cycle of colorism, 
from the perspective of a young 
child, a teenager, and a moth-
er. It shows how self-hatred 
is taught and can turn into 
a vicious, self-perpetuating 
pattern. I haven’t seen “Dark 
Girls, Light Girls,” but I do 
think these topics need to be 
explored more, as these trau-
mas continue to haunt us as 
a people.

CL: As a filmmaker what is 
most important for you when 
viewers watch it?

FA: I hope they feel empow-
ered. “Charcoal” is about tak-
ing your power back. It’s about 
self-love.

CL: How long did it take you 
to complete the film?

FA: It took about three 
months. The editing process 
was the longest.

Continued from Page 41 

George Malave sees his work as a series of images. Exhib-
ited in a wall-size installation montage is the Street Kid Se-
ries, images from the Vareet street block he grew up on in 
Williamsburg. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Brooklyn photography
Continued from Page 41 

medium that’s why I put my 
message in that form because it 
really gets through to people.”

For more than three decades, 
Macka has practiced a plant-
based diet, avoiding dairy and 
and meat out of his love of ani-
mals. And one of the ways he 
tries to promotes his healthy 
eating lifestyle to others is 
through his music — all while 
making a few light-hearted 
jokes along the way, he said.

“People bring down their 
defenses on certain subjects 
when something is funny,” he 
said. “With healthy-eating, I 
put a little humor in there and 
the young people gravitate to 
it, and I find that this is better 
than saying to people ‘Don’t 
eat this or that,’ you have to be 
positive.”

And his pro-health stance 
has been welcomed by many. 
When a video of Macka sing-
ing “Cucumba,” went viral, it 
was reshared and even celebri-
ties like Naomi Campbell and 
Diana Ross were sharing his 
video on their social media. He 
was ecstatic.

“The reaction was amazing,” 
said Macka. “I was only doing 
something I would do anyway, 
but it got a lot of people think-
ing about getting healthy.”

The album also features 
another song, “Wha Me Eat,” 
where Macka’s discusses his 
experience and the reactions he 
gets when identifying as vegan. 
But the album is not just about 
his journey and love of green 
foods. He approaches subjects 
like peer pressure and doubts, 
and even pays tribute to some 
legendary Jamaican artists in 
a few songs. Fans can get a 
full experience of his talents, 
according to Macka. 

Music
Continued from Page 41 

Macka B talks social and en-
vironmental conciousness in 
“Health is Weatlh.”  
 Andy Cotterill

It’s all about self-love
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By Kam Williams
Sometimes, substance 

trumps low-production values. 
Case in point, Man in Red Ban-
dana. Minutes after the World 
Trade Center was struck by 
United Airlines Flight 175 on 
the morning of 9/11, Welles 
Crowther called his mother to 
let her know he was okay. The 
24-year-old stockbroker knew 
she’d be worried, since his 
office was located on the 104th 
floor of the South Tower.

However, Welles was also a 
volunteer firefighter who was 
seriously considering abandon-

ing his very-promising Wall 
Street career to start over with 
the New York Fire Department. 
In fact, he’d recently expressed 
to his father a feeling that hav-
ing a more meaningful job was 
more important to him than 
making lots of money.

So, it wasn’t a surprise to 

Welles’ family that, instead 
of leaving the burning build-
ing, he might remain inside, 
calmly leading the injured 
and dazed to safety. For, after 
discovering the only avenue 
of escape available to those 
trapped above the impact of 
the plane, he made his way 

up and down that unstable 
staircase several times to assist 
seemingly-trapped victims.

But because he covered his 
face with a red bandana while 
altruistically performing his 
heroics, none of those he saved 
ever knew whom to thank. 
Nevertheless, a number of arti-

cles published by the New York 
Times and other newspapers 
featured survivors’ accounts 
crediting a masked young man 
with saving their lives.

Unfortunately, Welles per-
ished in the collapse of the 
tower, but not before rescu-
ing at least a dozen victims. 
It was easy for his folks and 
anybody else that knew him to 
identify Welles as the uniden-
tified Good Samaritan. That’s 
because a red bandana had 
been his trademark since his 
father first gave him one at the 
age of 7.

Welles wore the bandana 
throughout childhood, on the 
lacrosse field while playing 
for Boston College, and even 
sported it in the pocket of his 
suit jacket as an up-and-com-
ing equities trader. And then, 
during the last and finest hour 
of his abbreviated life, he used 
it to filter smoke from the 
acrid air he was being forced to 
breathe by the conflagration.

An overdue tribute to a self-
less hero who put into action 
his heartfelt belief that we are 
all here to care for one another. 
A must see documentary guar-
anteed to leave you in tears!

“Man in Red Bandana”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for mature 
themes and disaster imag-
es
Running time: 85 min-
utes
Production Studio: Verdi 
Productions / RDZ Pro-
ductions
Distributor: Verdi Enter-
tainment / Magna Enter-
tainment /Falco Ink

Masked 9/11 hero memorialized in biopic

This fi lm is about Welles Crowther, a 9/11 hero who was tragically killed in the lobby of the 
South Tower when it collapsed. www.rottentomatoes.com

Battle of the Sexes
(PG-13 for sexuality and 
partial nudity) Tennis 
docudrama recreating 
the 1973 match between 
reigning champion Billie 
Jean King (Emma Stone) 
and 55 year-old hustler Bobby Riggs, a 
trash-talking misogynist who created a 
media circus by boasting he could beat 
the best female player in the world. With 
Sarah Silverman, Elisabeth Shue and Bill 
Pullman.

Bobbi Jene (Unrated) Warts and all 
biopic chronicling the questionable career 
choices of Bobbi Jene Smith, the Ameri-
can, modern dance star who abandoned 
her devoted boyfriend (Or Schraiber) as 
well as a prominent position in Israel’s 
prestigious Batsheva Company to pursue 
a solo career back in the States.

Hong Kong Trilogy: Preschooled, Pre-
occupied, Preposterous (Unrated) Inter-
generational documentary painting a cul-
tural portrait of Hong Kong via compel-
ling interviews conducted over the course 
of a year with 100+ citizens of all ages (In 
Cantonese, Mandarin and English with 
subtitles)

The King’s Choice (Unrated) World War 
II docudrama, revisiting Norway monarch 
Haakon VII’s (Jesper Christensen) pivotal 
decision on April 9, 1940 to resist rather 
than capitulate to the invading Nazi army. 
With Anders Baasmo Christiansen, Karl 

Markovics and Tuva Novotny. (In Norwe-
gian, German, Danish and Swedish with 
subtitles)

Loving Vincent (PG-13 for violence, 
mature themes, sexuality and smok-
ing) Robert Gulaczyk plays Vincent Van 
Gogh in this reverential biopic exploring 
the eccentric artist’s life and mysterious 
death. With Saoirse Ronan, Chris O’Dowd 
and Jerome Flynn.

Stronger (R for pervasive profanity, 
gruesome images and brief nudity and sex-
uality) Inspirational biopic chronicling the 
injury and recovery of Jeff Bauman (Jake 
Gyllenhaal), a spectator who had both of 
his legs blown off by a terrorist blast while 
waiting for his fiancee (Tatiana Maslany) 
to finish the 2013 Boston Marathon. Sup-
porting cast includes Miranda Richardson, 
Patty O’Neil and Nate Richman.

The Tiger Hunter (Unrated) Romantic 
comedy, set in Chicago in the Seventies, 
about a disenchanted Indian immigrant 
(Danny Pudi) who abandons his pursuit 
of the American Dream to chase his child-
hood sweetheart (Karen David). Featur-
ing Rizwan Manji, Jon Heder and Kevin 
Pollak.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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By Azad Ali
West Indies beat England in 

their one-off Twenty20 by 21 runs 
at Chester-le-Street, Durham, 
England last week-end.

After being put in to bat, West 
Indies scored 176-9, from a whirl-
wind knock openers Chris Gayle 

and Evin Lewis.
Captain Carlos Brathwaite 

(3-20) and Kesrick Williams (3-35) 
underminded England’s come-
back.

Spinner Sunil Narine grabbed 
2-15 from four overs and England 
were bowled out for 155 with three 

balls to spare.
Earlier Gayle and Lewis smashed 

72 runs off 39 balls for the open-
ing wicket before West Indies lost 
their momentum. Lewis made 51 
off 28 balls and Gayle 40 of 21 

West Indies beat England in one-off game

West Indies Kesrick Williams celebrates after taking the wicket of England’s Adil Rashid during their T20 
match at the Emirates Riverside stadium in Durham, England, Saturday, Sept. 16, 2017.  
 Richard Sellers / PA via Associated Press

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Al
West Indies fast bowler Kemar Roach 

has joined a distinguished list of bowlers 
with five-wicket hauls at historic Lord’s 
Cricket Ground, England recently.

Right-arm bowler Roach, in his first Test 
series in 18 months, claimed 5 for 72 as 
England were dismissed for 194 in the first 
innings of the final Test at Lord’s.

With the performance he became the 
ninth West Indies bowler to make the hon-
ors board at the home of cricket (Lord’s), 
joining the likes of legends Courtney Walsh, 

By Azad Ali
Trinbago Knight Riders (KKR) 

defeated the St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots 
in the finals of the 2017 Hero Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) to claim the title 
before a 15,000-strong partisan crowd 
at the newly opened Brian Lara Cricket 
Academy in South Trinidad on Satur-
day, Sept. 10, 2017.

It was a nail-biting finish as the 
Knight Riders were batting 90 for 7 
wickets with just the tail-enders to 
bat, chasing a modest total of 136 for 
victory. The Knight Riders struggled 

Windies 
bowler makes 

his mark

Carib cricket 
champs

Trinidad and Tobago cricketer Kev-
on Cooper. 
 Associated Press / Mahesh Kumar A., File

Continued on Page 46
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VICTORY
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badly and needed 33 from the last 
three overs with Kevon Cooper and 
wicketkeeper Denesh Ramdin in the 
wicket.

Cooper hit a whirlwind 29 from 
14 balls including two fours and 
two sixes to swing the match in the 
Knight Riders way.

Australian fast bowler Ben Hilfena-
hus was struck for 22 runs in the 
19th over including two wides and 
a no-ball. KKR won the match with 
three wickets and an over to spare.

Earlier Bravo won the toss and 
opted to send the Patriots in to bat 
first and they were in control for the 
first over when prolific opener Gayle 
was caught for one run.

It was hyped as the best ever 
CPL with stars such as Chris Gayle, 
Dwayne Bravo and Sunil Narine.

After the match, Gayle, captain 
of the Patriots, lamented his team’s 
failure in their first-ever finals saying 
they had a foot in at one stage but 
couldn’t get pass the line

He however, thanked his players 
for a tremendous season over the 
past six weeks over several Caribbean 
islands and hopes they can build on 
their showing in the future.

Malcolm Marshall and Andy Roberts.
Roach finished the series with 11 

wickets at 29 runs apiece as West Indies 
lost the series 2-1.

A year ago, Roach was having serious 
doubts he would ever return to interna-
tional cricket.

He was still struggling to recover 
from a shoulder injury which had result-
ed in surgery, and subsequently also led 
to a loss of form.

Roach was recalled for the three-Test 
tour of England after 18 months out of 
the West Indies team. But the 20-year-
old rebounded in style when he snatched 
the five-wicket haul at Lord’s.

Carib cricket

Windies

balls.
West Indies then stumbled and lost 

nine wickets for 104 runs. England lost 
Jason Roy off the very first ball of its run 

chase when he was dismissed by Jerome 
Taylor.

However, Alex Hales (43) smashed eight 
fours and a six and took England to 64-1 
inside the first batting power play. Eng-
land could only manage to reach 155.

After the match, Narine said the return 
of some of the Twenty20 stars to regional 
colors was a welcome sign and also wel-
comed Gayle to the side at the top of 
the order as well as the captaincy of 
Brathwaite.

WINDIES SCORE TWENTY20 VICTORY

West Indies Carlos Brathwaite celebrates after taking the wicket of England’s Liam Plunkett to win the T20 match 
at the Emirates Riverside stadium in Durham, England, Saturday Sept. 16, 2017.   Richard Sellers / PA via Associated Press

Continued from Page 45 

West Indies’ Kemar Roach bowls 
on the second day of the third 
test match between England and 
the West Indies at Lord’s cricket 
ground in London, Friday, Sept. 8, 
2017.  
 Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth

Continued from Page 45 

Continued from Page 45 

By Azad Ali
West Indies batting legend Brian 

Lara has said that disharmony between 
the Cricket West Indies Board (CWI) 
and its players are the one cancer that 
has affected and destroyed West Indies 
cricket over the last 25 years.

He was at the time delivering the fea-
ture address at the 2017 MCC Spirit of 
Cricket Cowdrey Lecture, at the Lord’s 
Cricket Ground, England recently.

He used the podium to talk about 
several things related to West Indies 
cricket, reminiscing on his young play-
ing career and being in the company of 
cricketing greats such as Gordon Gree-
nidge and Sir Vivian Richards.

Lara said from as far back as the 
1980s, the present and past boards 
failed to secure the future of the game 
in the region.

The former West Indies captain also 
took the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) and regional officials to task on 
scheduling the local calendar in the 
rainy season.

He said West Indies should become 
a nation that plays cricket on Boxing 
Day and New Year’s to see if there is a 
bit of revival.

Lara became only the second West 
Indian, after Clive Lloyd, to be selected 
to deliver the lecture at the annual 
event.

Disharmony destroys Windies cricket

Former West Indies Captain Brian 
Lara. Associated Press
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By Alexandra Simon
It’s a slam dunk app!
A pair of Brooklyn brothers 

have created a platform that 
collects and archives basket-
ball statistics for the sport’s 
data enthusiasts. East Flatbush 
siblings and basketball play-
ers, Nigel and Vaughn Caldon, 
innovated the idea for Ballstar 
— an online medium that doc-
uments all basketball figures 
from the NBA to even local 
school teams. Inspiration for 
the application spawned from 
conversions the two would 
hear at sidecourt neighborhood 
games, said Nigel Caldon.

“It really started with an 
argument that I was listening 
to with friends and they were 
talking about how good they 
used to be and it occurred to 
me that there was no evidence 
of how good they were or have 
digital resume that says who 
they played,” he said.

 At Wingate Park in Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens, where 
the brothers often go to shoot 
hoops, they frequently encoun-
ter these debates and saw a 
chance to equip those discus-
sions with accessible facts to 
reference. Hence the creation 

of Ballstar — a comprehensive 
platform for all of the sport’s 
recorded game’s information. 
Users can search the program 
for basketball games from 
the founding of the sport, to 
the current with national and 
international teams.

With the database, users can 
search the numbers for their 
favorite teams and players, 
seeing their scores and wins. 
And if one cannot remember 
a team or league name or who 
they played, people can search 
courts too, according to Cal-
don.

As lovers of the game, the 
duo figured that an app would 
be a great way to put an end to 
debates and have a go-to guide 
to book that track scores. It 
took some time to execute but 
the brothers knew their idea 
would pull through in the end.

“This didn’t exist and it was 
a challenge to build and put 
this together — we made a 
lot of connections all over the 
world before coming up with a 
plan,” said Vaughn Caldon. “It 
was sloppy at first but this was 
our huge first step, and once 
it was on paper it was a viable 
product.”

Ballstar is used by a select 
few leagues and coaches and as 
it grows, it will be a vital source 
for recruiters, added Caldon.

“We have over 70 partners 
who are using the app now as 
a data reference source and 
now we have the opportunity 
to amplify what they’re doing.

The Caldon brothers say the 
platform will give hoop fanatics 
a chance to catch up on players 
overseas, including Stephon 
Marbury, who left the NBA to 
play in the Chinese Basketball 
Association. As a database, they 
will be able to stay on top of 
favorite players without rely-
ing on U.S.-centric sports net-
works for that information.

“ We’re giving people a new 
way to access these players 
without being tied to ESPN,” 
said Nigel Caldon. “We have no 
priorities to a player, so when 
Marbury goes to China people 
should be able to see what he’s 
doing because we think not 
being able to is unreal.”

And it is not just Marbury 
either. From the rookies to 
the veterans, Ballstar will be 
a one-stop shop to access the 
numbers on anyone playing the 
sport professionally and it is a 

new type of technology sharing 
platform. 

“We want every player to 
count — the same way Twit-
ter gave people a voice, you too 

can have a voice on an interna-
tional platform,” said Vaughn 
Caldon. “We want to give open 
data a try by kicking down the 
door for this tech thing.”

Basketball stats: There’s an app for that

Tech ballers: From left, brothers Nigel and Vaughn Caldon 
are the creators of Ballstar — a basketball data app that pro-
vides access to all of the sports statistics.   
 Jorge Caraballo Cordovez

By Tangerine Clarke
As Hurricane Maria bears 

down on the Caribbean for what 
is reported to be another dam-
aging hurricane, some members 
of the CARICOM Consular Corps 
on Sunday, Sept. 17, mobilized 
the community to aid citizens 
devastated by Hurricane Irma in 
the Caribbean region, by collect-
ing canned goods, clothing, baby 
diapers and toiletries, that will 
be shipped immediately through 
the Caribbean Disaster Emer-
gency Management Agency, said 
Consul General of Guyana to 
New York Barbara Atherly.

The corps which included 
Consul Generals of St. Lucia, 
Jeremiah Hyacinth; St. Vincent 
& the Grenadines, Howie Prince; 
Dominica Consulate representa-
tive, Sheldon Peter Anthony, and 
Deputy CG of Belize, Michelle 
Longsworth, welcomed donors, 
during an afternoon of music 
and refreshments at the Friends 
of Crown Heights Hall on Hege-
man Street in East New York.

Two more mobilization drives 
will be held in Brooklyn on Sun-
day, Sept. 24 and Sunday, Oct. 
1, at Friends of Crown Heights, 
671 Prospect Place from 10 am 
to 5 pm.

Donations could be dropped 
off in Queens during the week 
at: Darmin Bachu Law Offic-
es, 8745 Van Wyck Expressway, 
Jamaica, New York, and Vishnu 
Mahadeo, 13617 Hillside Ave., 
Jamaica, New York.

Atherly, who will begin her 
three-month stint on Oct. 1, 
as chairperson of the Consu-

lar Corp, noted that after an 
emergency meeting to respond 
to the devastation left by hur-
ricane Irma in the Caribbean, 
a decision was made, to collect 
needed items, and plan a church 
service, and a variety concert 
for a later date, to continue sup-
portive initiatives to help those 
displaced.

CG Howie Prince, said that 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
community felt it was neces-
sary to come together with 
the Corps, after the group had 
began an independent drive, to 
start humanitarian efforts that 
is ‘absolutely necessary at this 
time in the Caribbean.”

“The Caribbean was devastat-
ed by Irma, and many countries 
are down and out. For instance, 
all 1800 persons were evacuat-
ed from Barbuda, Anguilla was 
devasted, and the British Virgin 
Islands is 95 percent damaged,” 
said the diplomat, adding that 
there is also significant damage 
to the Turks and Caicos and the 
United States Virgin Islands.

“We are asking persons to 
bring relief items as well as cash. 
This collective effort would go 
a much longer way in bringing 
relief to those persons affect-
ed by the hurricane. We have 
scored one for Caribbean unity, 
by doing this, and we know our 
efforts would help the suffering,” 
said Prince.

He is calling on the com-
munity to give generously, “be 
benevolent in terms of doing 
something that would make 
you feel good, and make people 

who are suffering feel better, he 
added.

Dominica’s consul represent-
ative, Shelton Peter Anthony 
in turn recalled the help his 
country received in 2015 after 
Hurricane Erica, and thanked 
the Consular Corps for coming 
together to organize relief back 
then. As such, he felt that it is his 
country’s duty to give back.

“Not only did Dominicans 
brought help to our country, 
I was impressed with how our 
brothers and sisters from the 
Caribbean helped Dominica.

“We are all our brother’s keep-
er and we are happy to be here to 
help, because maybe its Antigua 
and Barbuda today, and tomor-
row it could be someone else,” 
said Anthony.

CG Herman Longsworth who 
said his country Belize was spared 
the wrath of Irma this time, after 
receiving least damage from a 
2016 hurricane, noted, ‘We are 
brothers and sisters in the Car-
ibbean and it is incumbent upon 
us to make sure we come togeth-
er to aid everyone in need, that is 
the way it ought to be, and that 
is why we are here today to sup-
port those in need and help in 
the efforts.”

CARICOM Consular Corps mobilize hurricane relief

Some of the members of the CARICOM Consular Corps 
took a break from packing much-needed items for a photo. 
They are Consul General of Belize, Herman R. Longsworth, 
Deputy CG of Belize, Michelle Longsworth, CG of St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Howie Prince, CG of Guyana Bar-
bara Atherly, Dominica Consulate representative, Sheldon 
Peter Anthony and Vice CG of St. Lucia, Jeremiah Hyacinth. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc, www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, 
(718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134,
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill,  (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970,  www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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$269†

LEASE PER MONTH

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,968/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

PA
R

TICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto NetAuto Net

GREAT FALL LEASES!

$279 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $43,055, VIN#3LHR645046, $5,209 Due at Inception Includes 1st 
Month Payment, $4,295 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For 
those who qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 9/30/17. 

$279 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,909 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 9/30/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

YOUR CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,220. VIN#2LHBL32613. 
$5,399 Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month 
Payment, $4,422 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 9/30/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 9/30/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Blaxk, V6, Full Power!
 28K Mi, Stk#1640F

 $19,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2014 LINCOLN MKZ

Blaxk, V6, Full Power!
 59K Mi, Stk#2156F

 $18,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED
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