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By Bert Wilkinson
There have been more mur-

ders in Jamaica so far this year 
than for all of 2016, prompt-
ing the administration of Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness to 
undertake a slew of tough new 
measures including the impo-
sition of 12-hour curfews in 
some crime-ridden and gang-
dominated neighborhoods in 
Kingston, the island’s capital 
this week.

Cabinet, worried that the 
situation is spiraling out of 
control in areas such as Den-
ham Town in West Kingston 
have ordered police and the 
military to impose what locals 
call a zone of special operations 
(ZOSO), meaning that the secu-
rity forces can and have taken 
full control of movement and 
security in and out of the area. 

A total 1,207 people were 
killed in all of Jamaica in 2016 
but the number of murders 
has spiraled so badly this year 
to 1,270 that authorities have 
determined that the time to act 
is now before nearly a dozen 
marauding gangs take complete 
control of the low income and 
depressed communities. And 
compared to up to mid October 

last year, official figures show 
that ‘only’ 997 were killed.

“The selected zone was 
deemed to have met the first 
order criteria for being consid-
ered and declared a zone,” Hol-
ness said in an announcement. 
“Those first order criteria would 
be ongoing gang warfare, ram-
pant criminality, escalating vio-
lence and murder, and a threat 
to rule of law.”

Police Chief George Qual-
lo says intelligence has deter-
mined that there are at least a 
dozen gangs operating in the 
community with names like 
Upsetter Gang, Scare Dem, 
Rich and Famous and Scream 
Corner.

“Since 2015, there has been 
gang conflict between Tivoli 
Gardens / Young Generation 
Gang and the Denham Town 
Coalition as a result of the coa-
lition’s refusal to conform to 
the Coke family’s regime, which 
has resulted in several murders, 
shootings and robberies. The 
ongoing gang feud has result-
ed in increased violence in the 
area which directly affects the 
free movement of residents and 
also has a negative impact of 

MURDER
ON THE 

RISE
Jamaican security forces take 
full control of trouble spots

Plan for hurricane refugees
Public Advocate Leticia James announces a plan to support residents in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands interested in seeking refuge in the city on Oct. 12. 
See story on Page 3. Community News Group / Alexandra Simon 

By Nelson A. King
Haiti’s government has 

written to the Trump admin-
istration in the United 
States to formally ask for an 
18-month extension of the 
temporary protected status 
(TPS) to prevent thousands 
of Haitians living in the Unit-
ed States from deportation, 
according to reports. 

The request, delivered to 
the US Department of Home-
land Security (DHS), was 
written by Haiti’s Ambas-
sador to the United States, 
Paul Altidor, on behalf of Hai-
tian President Jovenel Moïse, 
reported the Miami Herald. 

The paper said the request 

includes an invitation to act-
ing DHS Secretary Elaine 
Duke to visit Haiti before 
the decision next month on 
whether to TPS for nearly 
60,000 undocumented Hai-
tians. 

TPS for the Haitians is set 
to expire Jan. 22. A deci-
sion on extension is expected 
in November, possibly along 
with a decision on TPS for 
some Central Americans, 
who are also up for renewal, 
the Herald said. 

“A visit to Haiti would offer 
you insight on the challenges 
that we continue to face,” 
writes Altidor, stating that 
Haiti has faced several dev-

astating blows — including 
flooding from Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria — since the 
initial designation in 2010 
after Haiti’s massive earth-
quake. 

“The detrimental impacts 
of the recent hurricanes have 
complicated our ability to 
recover from the 2010 earth-
quake,” adds Altidor. “Chol-
era and Hurricane Matthew 
have exacerbated the situa-
tion on the ground, result-
ing in major disruptions of 
living conditions in the short 
term.”

In May, DHS extended Hai-
ti’s TPS designation for just 

Haiti requests 18-month TPS extension

Continued on Page 22Continued on Page 22
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By Alexandra Simon
Thirty-one Caribbean-American 

individuals will be honored for their 
outstanding community work dur-
ing the annual Caribbean Life Impact 
Awards on Nov. 16 at the Paradise 
Catering Hall, 51 Ave. U in Brooklyn.

“This year’s honorees as well as 
those of past are so humbled when I 
reach out to them. It is so beautiful to 
witness that regardless of their position 
in their community they are so down 
to earth. They are a wonderful group of 
individuals, and I am honored to know 
them,” said Jennifer Stern, administra-
tive assistant and event coordinator at 
Caribbean Life newspaper. 

The honorees hail from all over 
the Caribbean, predominantly from 
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, Grenada, and Barbados. Many 
of them are making impactful progress 
at various cultural institutions, and 
have professions in community organ-
izing, fashion, theater, hospitality, 
music, education, finance, social work, 
and hospitality.

They are Chanel Adams, Andel Hus-
bands, Johnathan Agarrat, Melinda 
Alexis Hayes, Shinese Brathwaite, Nar-
ine Amarimba Charles, Dat Sookram, 
Carole Delinois, Soraya Denis, Lalita 
Etwaroo, Daniela Fifi, Sharon Gor-
don, Rose Graham, Ingrid Griffith, 
Dr. Christopher Hackett, Dr. Grace 
Hackett, Justice Ingrid Joseph, Aminta 
Kilawan-Narine, Shani Kulture, Wayne 
S. McKenzie, Linda McPherson, Danny 
and Shelly Mohabir, Ashley Murray, 
Wenford Patrick Simpson, Bahaa-
ti Pitt, Ravi Ramkeesoon, Guilaine 
Regis, Winette Saunders, Cyril Scorch-
er, Angela P. Sealy, Leticia Theodore-
Greene, and Margarette Tropnas.

Recipients of the Impact Award will 
be wined and dined and celebrated for 
their achievements. 

Caribbean 
Life to 

honor 31 

By Alexandra Simon
Opening arms for the displaced. 
New York City Public Advocate Leti-

tia James announced a plan to welcome 
displaced residents from Puerto Rico 
and the United States Virgin Islands on 
Oct. 12, in a show of support for affected 
victims seeking new housing in the 
aftermath of the devastating hurricanes 
Irma and Maria. The plan is aimed at 
facilitating the recovery and rebuild-
ing process for thousands of families 
on both islands, who are expected to 
connect with communities and their 
relatives who already call this city home, 
she said.

“As a city with a significant number 
of Puerto Ricans and West Indians, we 
must anticipate an influx and arriv-
al of these displaced Americans and 
ensure that we are adequately prepared 
to address their pressing needs,” said 

James. “Throughout our history, New 
York City has always stood as a beacon 
of hope and a place of refuge for those 
fleeing hardship and disaster.”

So far, thousands have already entered 
the states seeking to flee the crisis occur-
ring in Puerto Rico, and depending on 
aid efforts, more and more residents will 
be turning to the states as refuge, she 
added.

“It is my understanding that as of 
today, that 20,000 individuals from Puer-
to Rico have arrived in Florida, so make 
no mistake this is a full-scale humani-
tarian crisis and I believe it is the worst 
in recent memory,” said James.

With New York home to the country’s 
largest Puerto Rican population outside 
of the territory, James said part of the 
initiative will be to assist the displaced 
here in the city with housing, medical, 
and educational opportunities, which 

will be supported by the city’s existing 
budget. For some New Yorkers, the ini-
tiative is a relief in regards to their con-
cern about relatives.

“I’m hoping that people could live 
mainly and that’s the bottom line,” said 
Carlos Martinez, a leader with Make the 
Road New York, with close family in 
Puerto Rico. 

Martinez, who has a siblings, chil-
dren, and grandchildren still in Puerto 
Rico, praised James for launching the 
plan and said his family may come to 
the city should relief efforts do not 
go as planned. But he was concerned 
about his stepfather who he said may 
not be able to see a doctor for a while.

“He’s going through issues with his 
health and his medicine is lacking at 
the hospital, and he will not be able to 
see a doctor till next year if his condi-
tion deteriorates,” he said. 

Public advocate announces plan to welcome hurricane victims

By Nelson A. King
Mayor Bill de Blasio on Monday 

signed into law Intro 1447-C, a land-
mark construction safety bill introduced 
and advocated for by  Council Member 
Jumaane D. Williams (D-Brooklyn), 
deputy leader and chair of the City 
Council’s Housing and Buildings Com-
mittee.

The measure will institute manda-
tory construction worker safety train-
ing standards, including setting the 
minimum amount of safety training 
hours for New York City construction 
workers. 

Many of those workers joined work-
ers’ rights advocates in celebrating the 
signing on Monday afternoon, accord-
ing to Williams, representative for the 
45th Council District in Brooklyn. 

The bill, co-sponsored by Coun-
cil Member Carlos Menchaca, passed 
through City Council in a unanimous 
vote on Sept. 27. 

Now law, it mandates that workers 
have a cumulative total of 40-55 hours 
of training, phased in over time. 

The first 10 hours must be completed 
by March  2018, 30 hours by Dec. 1 of 
that year, and 40-55 within five months 
of that date. 

Extensions can be granted to the sec-
ond and third milestone, if necessary. 

Williams said a task force has been 
created to help facilitate the training 
and determine its content, in con-
junction with the city’s Department of 
Buildings. 

While signing Intro 1447-C, in the 
rotunda of City Hall, de Blasio spoke of 
the need to protect all workers, regard-
less of affiliation, as they build the city, 
a sentiment echoed by Gary LaBarbera, 
president of the Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council of Greater New 
York. 

Manhattan Borough President Gale 

Brewer and Menchaca also spoke of the 
urgent need to improve worker safety in 
light of the recent deaths of workers on 
construction sites. 

Williams said he led the hall in a 
moment of silence to honor the work-
ers who had passed before he addressed 
the gathering. 

“In a city constantly under construc-
tion, worker safety is of paramount 
importance,” Williams said. “For too 
long, though, an eroded culture of safe-

ty in the industry has led to unsafe con-
ditions, injury and death, with develop-
ers insulated from responsibility for 
these tragedies.

“Requiring a uniform baseline 
amount of safety training is a long 
overdue and critically important meas-
ure toward having a tangible impact 
on worker’s well-being and beginning 
to correct the culture of the industry, 
restoring the safety of those who build 
this city as the top priority. 

Construction safety bill now law

Mayor Bill de Blasio celebrates the signing of Into 1447-C alongside Man-
hattan Borough President Gale Brewer, left, NYC Council Member Carlos 
Menchaca, and NYC Council Member Jumaane D. Williams (shaking hands).
 Kevin Fagan

Chef Wenford Patrick Simpson is 
the executive chef at B.B. Kings 
Blues Club and Grill. He is in the 
stage of starting a culinary school 
is his native Jamaica.
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Caribbean
A United Nations official say it will 

cost US$1 billion to repair hurricane-
hit Caribbean countries hardest hit by 
recent hurricanes, including Dominica, 
Barbuda, Turks and Caicos, the British 
Virgin Islands and Anguilla.

UN resident coordinator for Barba-
dos and the Eastern Caribbean States, 
Stephen O’Malley said “it’s going to be 
a large rebuilding effort that will take 
time.”

He said the United 
Nations, World Bank 
and the Antigua gov-
ernment have con-
ducted a post-disaster 
needs assessment for Barbuda, whose 
1,800 residents were evacuated to Anti-
gua before Hurricane Irma damaged 95 
percent of its structures on Sept. 14.

O’Malley said the effects of climate 
change are evident in the Caribbean, 
where the sea is heating up.

Antigua
Antigua and Barbuda has joined with 

St. Kitts and Nevis and St. Lucia in a 
series of fact-finding meetings with the 
region’s major cruise lines.

Tourism Minister Asot Michael, along 
with ministers of tourism for St. Kitts 
and St. Lucia, met with a delegation 
of cruise tourism officials of several 
Miami-based cruise 
lines, including Royal 
Caribbean Cruise 
Lines, Carnival Corpo-
ration, and Norwegian 
Cruise Lines.

Prime Minister of St. Lucia, Allen 
Chastanet, also used the opportunity to 
join in the meeting via teleconference 
to lend his support to the first of its 
kind collaborative initiative.

The meeting’s objective was to share 
information about the post-hurricane 
health of the ports and destination and 
to seek and update from each cruise line 
on short and medium term alterations 
to their cruise itineraries.

The tourism officials also used the 
opportunity to update each cruise line 
on the latest port and cruise facility 

development and the unavailability of 
new services such as fuel bunkering.

Barbados
The Barbados government has lifted 

the ban on poultry and poultry products 
coming from the United Kingdom.

A statement from the Ministry of 
Agriculture said commercial importers 
and the general public 
are now free to import 
live birds, hatching 
eggs, and fresh, fro-
zen and chilled poul-
try meat and products, including table 
eggs, from that territory.

The decision follows the UK’s decla-
ration of being freed from the Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza resulting in 
the lifting of a ban which was placed on 

these products last December.
As a result, the ministry said import-

ers may now apply to the Ministry 
of Agriculture’s Veterinary Services 
Department for permits to import poul-
try and poultry products from the UK.

However, persons are reminded that 
a ban remains on the importation of 
poultry and poultry products from other 
countries in the European Union. 

Dominica
Dominica Prime Minister Roosevelt 

Skerrit has announced that his govern-
ment will waive taxes and duties on the 
importation of all food and construc-
tion material for six months as the 
island begins the process of rebuilding, 
following the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Maria recently.

In a national broadcast, updating 
citizens on the progress made since 
the hurricane, Skerrit said his admin-
istration was not into 
the economic recovery 
phase of the rehabili-
tation exercise, even 
though rescue efforts 
were still continuing.

He said the government will try 
wherever possible to maintain the pre-
vious year’s level of government pro-
curement, employment, wages and rou-
tine operations.

The prime minister said the insur-
ance of property in Dominica exceeds 
l00 percent of the country’s gross prod-
uct (GDP), noting that not all insured 

Promoting Caribbean tourism 
The Royal Caribbean Adventure of the Seas, arrives at Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Royal Carib-
bean has announced that its ship Adventure of the Seas will resume port calls to St. Thomas on Nov. 10, and 
that the ship hopes to be in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and St. Martin by the end of November. It’s one of a num-
ber of initiatives from the travel industry to remind consumers that the region is recovering from the impact 
of recent hurricanes. See story on Page 22. 

Joe Cavaretta / South Florida Sun-Sentinel via Associated Press, File

Continued on Page 16
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While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. 
See store for details.

On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators 
credit card from October 19-23, 2017.*Subject to credit approval. 
Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

Months Promotional 
Financing Available*24 48or

1-800-HARDWOOD  |  lumberliquidators.com

FALL FLOORING6th 
ANNUAL 5 DAYS of 

UNBEATABLE DEALS!

Waterproof.............from 39¢

Hardwood..........from $1.49

Bamboo..................from 99¢

Laminate.................from 49¢OCTOBER 19 - 23
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t 
find a solution to my back pain 
or leg pain?” The answer to your 
question starts out hopeful. I’ll just 
go to my doctor and he will take 
care of me. He will know what 
to do. But then something very 
odd happens to you. You discover 
your primary care physician is not 
really well equipped to handle 
that job. He or she is very busy 
treating infections, diabetes, heart 
conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription 
for Soma muscle relaxers and 
Norco, Neurontin or any other 
of the various prescribed pain 
medications. You then take the 
drugs soon to feel strangely like 
you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel 
nausea and vomit the drugs as fast 
as you swallowed them. When 
you get sick of that (pardon the 
pun! I couldn’t resist), you go back 
to your doctor looking for another 
more appealing treatment. This 
time it’s physical therapy. The 
thing you already can’t do!! You 
already can’t bend over, twist, lift 
things, and now they want you 
to do more of it with a bunch of 
other back pain sufferers! Gimme 
a break. Now, you’ve really had it. 
You try the chiropractor and either 
you feel better for a little while 
only to have the pain return, or 
worse nothing happens at all. Or 
even worse than that, after your 
treatment you have MORE pain 
(not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just 
too deteriorated or severe). Then 
you try acupuncture because you 
read in a magazine it could help 
pain. You then realize sticking a 
bunch of needles in you will not 
magically remove the bulging disc 
that is smashing your nerve and 
causing you pain.
You try massage as you read 
on the internet massage may 
help alleviate back pain...only 
to be disappointed. You’re now 
beginning to feel desperate. Back 
to your primary care doctor to 
tell him about your adventures 

hoping he will have a different 
answer this time. He does. “We 
can inject pain drugs through a 
big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly 
agree at this point. “NOW I will 
be fixed.” Or at least that’s what 
you’ve been led to believe. You 
have either no pain relief, some 
pain relief, a whole lot of pain 
relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, 
yes there will be a second and a 
third) is usually less effective or 
not at all and requires another 
one. You come to the realization 
that pain shots will not fix the 
disc bulge or herniation still 
smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your 
doctor recommends you see 
a “Specialist” (Back Surgeon) 
and he can do risky surgery. If 
you’ve read the latest article in 
the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even 
do the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, 
death, infections, more pain. No 
thanks. So. Back to the question. 
What are YOU going to do if 
you are stuck between serious 
back pain or leg pain or surgery? 
Great News! A new extremely 
effective non surgical new back 
pain treatment is now available 

in Brooklyn. If you are suffering 
from back pain or leg pain, having 
pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes 
or feel like a knife is stuck in your 
back you owe to yourself to check 
out this new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back 
pain or arm/leg pain caused by 
a disc bulge, disc herniation or 
squashed or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller 
and I’ve successfully treated 
hundreds of patients with spinal 
decompression so there’s no 
reason your back problem should 
be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we 
can help you, I’m willing to 
back it up...but not with empty 
promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only 
be accepted into our program 
IF YOU QUALIFY for the 
treatment AFTER having 
THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE 
EVER HAD or I will buy you 
lunch! (I haven’t bought one 
yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I 
can’t help EVERYBODY. You see, 
there’s a very small percentage of 
folks we can’t help. Here’s what 
a couple applicants said after I 
told them both I couldn’t help 
them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me 
and I thought they would rush me 
out of the office but didn’t, despite 
the fact I wasn’t a candidate. The 
exam I had was very thorough, 
more so than any doctor I have seen 
yet. The doctor explained things to 
me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate 
for the treatment. The doctor let me 
know I was not a candidate but did 
leave the door open for me to seek her 
services in the future if I thought I 
needed her services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a 
limited time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are 
a candidate for this revolutionary 
new disc treatment. You won’t be 
left wondering if decompression 
could have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, 
muscle activity, hips, pain 
levels, reflex response, discs, 
tendons, spine, pelvis, x-rays 
or mri, range of motion, nerve 
function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain 
and leg pain for 2 years. I tried 

physical therapy, acupuncture, 
spinal injections but none of it 
worked. After receiving spinal 
decompression treatment, my pain 
has been totally eliminated and I 
can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was 
in such pain it was unbelievable. I 
gotta tell you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 
treatments, and I feel 100% better. 
I live aways away but worth every 
mile to come here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, 
medical doctors, chiropractors and 
other various treatments with no 
results. I had a couple bad discs. 
I immediately started feeling 
much, much better and the back 
pain decreased. At the end of my 
treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article 
in the paper, I was skeptical of the 
positive results of a treatment for 
degenerative disc that might show 
pain relief My wife and I decided 
to make an appointment for the no 
charge (nothing to lose) 17 point 
evaluation. Guess What! Following 
only my third treatment, I was 
virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I 
am pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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By George Alleyne
As hurricane-battered Car-

ibbean islands move to rapid-
ly-reopen sea ports for cruise 
ships, Barbados is shaping up 
for  a windfall with some of 
these pleasure vessels redi-
recting routes while the dam-
aged islands mend.

Heralding the beginning 
of this diversion some 3,000 
passengers were set to arrive 
in Port Bridgetown on Thurs-
day aboard ‘Adventure Of The 
Seas’ a ship in the fleet of the 
Royal Caribbean cruise lines, 
which is ending a three-week 
pause in cruise activity owing 
to regional storm damage.

This is one of six cruise 
lines that storm damage to 
other island destinations 
forced to either include Bar-
bados in their visiting itiner-
ary, or step up the number 
of visits to this port that has 
so far escaped the effects of 
Tropical Storm Harvey, Hur-
ricane Irma and Hurricane 
Maria. 

The full force of all these 
storms passed north of this 
destination. 

Resulting from this lucky 
break given by nature, Bar-

bados officials have indicated 
that there will be 34 more 
cruise ship calls on the Bridg-
etown Port in 2017, adding to 
the 424 originally projected 
for this year based on the 
similar number received in 
2016.

This has a potential signifi-
cant impact on the Barbados 
economy as cruise visits are a 
vital component of the overall 
tourism industry on which 
the island depends heavily.

Speaking at the Carib-
bean Shipping Association’s 
annual conference in Barba-
dos this week Tourism Minis-
ter Richard Sealy emphasized 
the importance of cruises to 
the island, pointing to Florida 
Caribbean Cruise Association 
figures that show cruise pas-
sengers and crew spending, 
port fees and purchasing of 
supplies boosted the Barba-
dos economy to the tune of 
an estimated US$57.3 million 
between May 2014 to April 
2015.

But the fact of this cruise 
visitor bonus is not to say that 
the Barbados tourism sector 
did not feel some negative 
impact from the passage of 

the destructive storms.
Officials have been com-

plaining of suffering from 
a mix-up in identities that 
has seen a number of United 
States airline travel opera-
tors and vacation bookers the 
world over confuse Barbados 
as a destination with Hurri-
cane Maria-ravaged Barbuda.

Barbados Tourism and Mar-
keting Inc. (BTMI) CEO, Wil-
liam Billy Griffith, reportedly 
said that his department has 
been forced to take corrective 
action on the misperception 
because some of these travel 
agents and tour operators had 
reduced bookings to Barba-
dos under the false impres-
sion that the island was dev-
astated.

He was quoted saying, “we 
did two things, what we did 
is maintain our presence on 
social media, some advertis-
ing to some extent, and we 
continued promoting Barba-
dos... So simply by extension 
of the fact that we have pro-
moted events we were saying 
that we are in business.”

BTMI United States Direc-
tor, Petra Roach, blamed gen-
eral lack of knowledge of the 

Caribbean geographical lay-
out for the impact on its tour-
ism.

“We are totally empathet-
ic with the victims of these 

storms and are very proud 
to be part of the Caribbean 
region ... but travel agents 
should recognize that we are 
not in the hurricane belt.

Storms give Barbados cruise bonus

BTMI Chief Offi cer William Griffi th.  Photo by George Alleyne

Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)
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ONE DAY 
SALE

SHOP 9AM-10PM  
FRI & SAT, OCT. 20 & 21  

Hours may vary by store. See macys.com & click on stores for local information.

FREE SHIPPING
ONLINE WITH $25 PURCHASE

Valid 10/20-10/21/17. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 10/21-10/22/2017.

JUST FOR MACY’S CARDHOLDERS!  
USE YOUR CARD & GET AN 

EXTRA

20% OFF
ALL DAY

SELECT SALE CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES. 
EXTRA 15% OFF SELECT SALE WATCHES, 
SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE, 
SWIM FOR HER; SUIT SEPARATES & SPORT 
COATS FOR HIM & HOME ITEMS. 
Valid 10/20-10/21/17. In store only. Exclusions apply; see below.

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, 
reg.-price china/crystal/silver, cosmetics/fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, 
jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, 
toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, 
Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, Kenneth Cole shoes, KitchenAid Pro 
Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original 
Penguin, Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, 
UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. 
Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. Purchase must 
be $50 or more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

$20
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE ON 
SELECT SALE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS  
Valid 10/20 till 2pm or 10/21 till 2pm.  
In store only. Use your Macy’s Card or this pass. Exclusions apply; see below.

OFF
TILL 2PM
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Homeownership is important.

We’re here to help homebuyers navigate the mortgage process and make 

buying a home affordable, even if you have little money for a downpayment, 

little or “less-than-perfect” credit history or have had a recent job change.

And, for a limited time, M&T is offering loan subsidies to homebuyers that 

can provide thousands of dollars in downpayment, closing cost or interest 

rate assistance in certain areas. As a good neighbor and integral part of the 

communities we serve, it’s important that M&T makes homebuying easy 

and affordable for you. Find out how by calling 1-888-253-0993 or visiting 

mtb.com/mortgage.

Equal Housing Lender. 
Subject to credit and property approval. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS# 381076  
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NYC Health + Hospitals | Kings County

451 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

T-Building Auditorium
Friday, October 20th

10:00AM to 12:00PM

DWRC Adult Day Care

1047 Surf Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

Thursday, October 19th & 21st

10:00AM to 1:00PM

Glenwood Senior Center

5701 Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY

Tuesday, October 24th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM

After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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By Anuradha Mittal
Anuradha Mittal* is the 

executive director of the 
Oakland Institute, a leading 
US policy think tank.

OAKLAND, CALIFOR-
NIA, Oct. 18, 2017 (IPS) 
— A woman shopkeeper is 
standing on a plastic chair 
to avoid knee high swirling 
rainwater mixed with sew-
age. “I work with a women’s 
cooperative selling products 
made by Palestinian women 
in my shop. The sewage 
water has gone into the elec-
tric wires, so I have no elec-
tricity. Everything in the 
shop is destroyed. The metal 
door [that was] installed to 
protect the settlers prevents 
the water from flowing out 
into the main drain. . . . This 
means we suffer every time 
it rains. They [the settlers] 
want us to move from here. 
This is why they make our 
life hard,” she cries.

This is the Old City of 
Hebron – the largest city 
in the West Bank and the 
only city in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory apart 
from Jerusalem, with illegal 
settlements inside the city. 
As the sewage water in the 
market rises, Palestinian 
shopkeepers and residents 
point out the holes in the 
gate to allow for water to go 
through. However, cement 
blocks and sand placed by 
the settlers have closed the 
water drainage.

I am reminded of my 
time in Hebron, with last 
week’s announcement of US 
withdrawal from UNESCO, 
the Paris-based cultural, 
scientific, and educational 
organization of the United 
Nations, accusing it of “anti-
Israel bias.” Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu soon followed, tweet-
ing, “I welcome @realDon-

aldTrump’s decision … I 
have instructed the Foreign 
Ministry to prepare Israel’s 
withdrawal from Unesco 
in parallel with the United 
States.”

Under Obama adminis-
tration, United States took 
similar action in 2012 after 
Palestine was accepted as a 
member state of UNESCO. 
A law from the 1990s appar-
ently prohibits U.S. funding 
for any U.N. agency that rec-
ognizes Palestine as a state.

The recent U.S. pull out 
has to do with UNESCO’s 
designation of Hebron’s Old 
City as Palestinian World 
Heritage site in danger in 
July 2017. Condemning 
the decision, Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu announced 
an annual $1 million cut 
in membership fees to the 
United Nations, diverting 
those funds to a Jewish Peo-
ple’s Heritage Museum in 
the Kiryat Arba settlement 
in Hebron.

Israel’s UNESCO ambas-
sador, Carmel Shama-
Hacohen, response was to 
disdainfully take out his 
mobile phone and share 

with the UN members, “It’s 
my plumber in my apart-
ment in Paris. There is a 
huge problem in my toilet 
and it is much more impor-
tant than the decision you 
just adopted.”

The UNESCO’s decision 
was a verdict against the 
occupation. Following the 
1994 riots that erupted in 
Hebron after an American 
Jewish settler killed 29 Pal-
estinians in a massacre at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque, Pales-
tinians in the Old City have 
been living a collective pun-
ishment – life in a cage.

Today over 100 physi-
cal obstacles, including 18 
permanently-staffed check-
points, 14 partial check-
points, and various perma-
nent blockades, cut the Old 
City off from the rest of 
Hebron. The former lively 
bustle of Shuhada Street, 
Hebron’s once main com-
mercial strip and home to 
the wholesale, gold, and 
vegetable markets, has 
drowned behind the green 
shutters of the boarded up 
shops, abandoned homes, 
and empty sidewalks.

In 2015, a third of Pal-
estinian homes in the 
restricted area (1,105 hous-
ing units) were abandoned 
and an estimated 1,600 
businesses closed. Several 
streets, designated for the 
exclusive use of settlers, 
restrict Palestinian traffic 
and, in some streets, even 
Palestinian pedestrians are 
banned.

With innumerable secu-
rity check points, watch-
towers, barricades, soldiers 
with automatic weapons, 
revolving gates, deserted 
streets, and welded shut 
homes and shops, the Old 
City of Hebron is a city 
under siege.

By Amar Kehal
New York City’s yellow taxi 

industry has, for generations, 
played a crucial role in provid-
ing good jobs for immigrants 
in communities across the five 
boroughs. I should know — I 
love my job as a taxi driver 
because it gives me a path to 
the middle class. 

There is no doubt that our 
industry has been changing 
and growing even more in 
recent years, with new technol-
ogy and ideas at the forefront. 
That is why I am still proud to 
be part of a yellow taxi indus-
try that is constantly evolving 
to meet new challenges while 
staying true to what really mat-
ters — supporting the immi-
grant drivers who make it all 
possible. 

The reality is that, despite 
what you might hear from big 
corporations like Uber, driv-
ing a taxi provides many great 
opportunities today as it did for 
many others who have settled 
in this country from all parts of 
the world for a better life.   

Today’s yellow taxi drivers 
have more options than ever 
before – including easy-to-use 
e-hail apps like Arro, Curb and 
Via, which allow us to pick up 
more passengers throughout 
all corners of the city. Pop-
ular new programs are also 
allowing taxi drivers to get into 
“ridesharing,” which enables 
us to pick up multiple passen-
gers at once. Simply put, we 
can do anything that Uber and 
Lyft can do — and because we 
are part of a truly iconic New 
York City industry, and because 

the vast majority of us are full 
time professional drivers, we 
can do it better, and we can do 
it safer. 

Just as importantly, the taxi 
industry looks out for us in 
ways that multi-billion-dollar 
corporations like Uber and Lyft 
don’t. When I am driving my 
yellow taxi, I feel strongly sup-
ported by others in the industry 
who care about me and my suc-
cess. I’m proud to know that 
I am part of an industry — a 
family — when I drive my taxi.

Let’s be real — there is a new 
story all the time about how 
companies like Uber are failing 
their drivers by underpaying 
them or not supporting them 
when it really matters. That is 
not the kind of industry I want 
to be part of — and it is why I 
still feel so strongly about being 
part of a yellow taxi family. 

That is part of why our 
industry is still home to so 
many immigrants from across 
the world. Around 90 percent 
of yellow taxi drivers are immi-
grants, representing more than 
160 countries of origin. It is 
incredible to be part of such a 
diverse industry that actually 
recognizes the power of immi-
grant workers and voices. 

For me and for many others 
driving a yellow taxi is a ticket 
out of poverty. After arriving 
in America, I worked several 
dead end jobs below minimum 
wage, like so many other immi-
grants, but I stayed focused 
because I want to provide a 
better future for my family. As 
a taxi driver, I am making that 
vision a reality.

Yellow Taxi industry remains 
a pathway to success 

for immigrants

OP-EDS

US withdrawal from UNESCO: 
Abandonment of principles

The former lively 
bustle of Shuhada 
Street, Hebron’s 

once main 
commercial strip 
and home to the 
wholesale, gold, 
and vegetable 
markets, has 

drowned behind 
the green shutters 
of the boarded up 
shops, abandoned 
homes, and empty 

sidewalks.
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A center for reparation 
research became a reality at 
the University of the West 
Indies in Kingston, Jamaica 
last week when the island’s 
prime minister and numer-
ous government officials 
launched the Center for Rep-
arations Research, a CARI-
COM mandated facility.

Endorsed and approved 
by heads of government of 
Caribbean member states 
during the 24th meeting 
July 2013, they developed a 
10-point action plan to seek 
recompense from European 
colonizers that shipped Afri-
cans against their will to the 
Caribbean islands in order 
to exploit them by working 
them without pay on the 
sugar plantations from which 
they built prosperous econo-
mies and even empires.

Notwithstanding is the 
context of a slave trade that 
had irreparable consequences 
on the entire African popula-
tion while proving to be an 
economic boon to the slave 
owners and their benefac-
tors.

It is with those issues at 
the forefront of the united 

initiative that a 10-point plan 
for reparatory justice was 
approved to decide — Full 
Formal Apology, Repatriation, 
Indigenous Peoples Devel-
opment Program, Cultural 
Institutions, Public Health 
Crisis, Illiteracy Eradication, 
African Knowledge Program, 
Psychological Rehabilitation, 
Technology Transfer and Debt 
Cancellation.

“The owners of today’s 
international banks and 
telecoms networks are the 
ideological heirs of the “old 
pirates” who continue to “rob 
I,” UWI Professor Dr. Carolyn 
Cooper said referencing lyrics 
from Bob Marley’s “Redemp-
tion Song.” 

Cooper, a specialist on cul-
ture and development added 
that “trafficking of Africans 
was financed by capitalists 
who put profit far above any 
concern about the human-
ity of the ‘goods’ they were 

transporting.”
“That’s a lesson we simply 

cannot afford to forget.”
Last month marked the 

65th anniversary of the sign-
ing of a $13.8-billion repara-
tion agreement by West Ger-
many to provide compensa-
tion and reimbursement to 
the Jewish people.

Victims of the Nazi inflict-
ed holocaust, they were com-
pensated for losses and suf-
fering the German racists 
meted out to them. 

“Unfortunately, we are not 
Jews and the former colo-
nists not Germans who, inci-
dentally, were not coloniz-
ers of Caribbean countries,” 
an editorial in the Jamaica 
Observer noted questioning 
the viability of the CRR.

The publication’s position 
was one of skepticism for the 
CRR but proposed “moreover, 
as the Caribbean islands are 
so tourism-dependent, those 

countries might be more eas-
ily persuaded to deepen disas-
ter prevention and mitigation 
assistance to their present 
and former colonies as a way 
of reparation to Caribbean 
people living in these hur-
ricane-ravaged territories to 
which we were brought by 
them.”

The center will serve as the 
official outlet to study how 
best to resolve the issue long 
debated by CARICOM nation-
als of how to engage a global 
reparatory justice movement 
“to respond to the terrible 
crimes against humanity that 
enslaved Africans endured.” 
Catch You on The Inside!

UWI launches Reparations Research Center

UWI Professor Dr. Carolyn Cooper. C. Peter Ferguson

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

COVERAGE 
TO KEEP
YOU IN
RHYTHM.
With quality health plans and
free wellness classes at our
Neighborhood Care locations,
EmblemHealth keeps up with
your tempo.

Health Plans. For Now, For Life.
Find yours at emblemhealth.com 
or call 1-855-MYEMBLEM.
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Visit our all-new website: 
www.classicqualityhomes.com

Or text: cqh to 411669 to get text updates about our Home Buying Incentive programs

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

Check this floor plan!

ISN’T IT PERFECT FOR YOU? ISN’T IT PERFECT FOR YOU? 

Buy it now and get up to $5,000 toward Closing Costs!
LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour) 90 mins to NYC!

LEARN HOW YOU CAN OWN THIS LOVELY HOME IN THE POCONOS!

For Just $199,900! • $6,997 Down • $1,577* per mo.

F
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P
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E

* Monthly payments based on FHA 30 yr. fixed interest rate of 4.5% with 5% APR with a finance cap of $271,000.  Lower rates may apply to qualified 
buyers. All numbers are estimated. Conventional mtgs. also available. Figures quoted above on Cambridge model based on conventional 30 year mtg.
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By Alexandra Simon
A small return to normalcy. 
Nearly three weeks since Hur-

ricanes Irma and Maria ravaged 
the U.S. Virgin Islands and other 
parts of the Caribbean, many 
tourist destinations on the ter-
ritory’s three islands are indef-
initely closed until next year. 
But The Buccaneer Hotel on 
St. Croix is set to reopen for 
business as early as next week 
and will start taking guests, said 
the jurisdiction’s commissioner 
of tourism, Beverly Nicholson-
Doty. 

The hotel, which faced lit-
tle damage from the natural 
disasters, has since been hous-
ing relief workers there to assist 
response efforts. But will resume 
taking reservations for vacation-
ing guests planning to arrive 
on and after Nov. 1. And with 
the recommencing of com-
mercial flights to St. Croix and 
St. Thomas, officials are work-
ing towards increasing service, 
added the commissioner.

“We are working closely with 
our airline partners to ensure 
there are commercial flights 
to meet the needs of our resi-
dents, businesses, visitors and 
the numerous professionals who 

are supporting the hurricane 
recovery,” said Nicholson-Doty. 
“We will continue to advocate 
for expanded service as more of 
our hotel properties reopen and 
demand begins to grow in the 
marketplace.”

As other buildings on the ter-
ritory continue to assess their 
damages and estimated rebuild-
ing costs, a sense of regularity 
has returned as some schools are 
back in session, with some 2,000 
students returning to their stud-
ies already, according to Gov-
ernor Kenneth Mapp at a press 
conference.

With tourism as one of the vital 
industries for the multi-island 
territory, multiple requests have 
been received by government, 
and Royal Caribbean cruises are 
expected to also resume their 
routes to the islands once repairs 
are made, added Mapp.

“Hopefully in the next number 
of days, we will be making a for-
mal announcement about the 
return of cruise traffic to the 
territory,” he said. “The turn-
stiles cannot be opened without 
adequate infrastructure in place 
— to ensure that visitors can 
have a good and safe time and a 
very positive experience.”

Virgin Islands lodge to resume reservations

A view of the U.S. Virgin Islands historic Buccaneer Hotel on St. Croix from Mermaid Beach.
 The Buccaneer / Steve Simonsen

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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Community News Group 
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properties are totally destroyed.
Skerrit said the government will 

enforce and if necessary update build-
ing codes to ensure all new construc-
tion complies with these codes.

Guyana
Guyana’s Public Security Minister 

Khemraj Ramjattan says the present 
trend of murders and domestic violence 
is a result of several factors, includ-
ing depression, early parenting and the 
manner in which persons were nur-
tured.

He said it is also due to relationships 
that have gone soured and the lack of 
anger management control.

Ramjattan said his ministry is work-
ing towards crafting anger manage-
ment programs for communities and 
schools countrywide.

He noted that often 
persons would make 
changes to reports of 
domestic violence, or 
recant statements, thus 
causing hesitation for the police to 
intervene.

Ramjattan said it “is a terrible thing 
and our society is bleeding too much, 
too often and with an intensity these 
days.”

He was commenting on the recent 
killing of a 39-year-old man of the West 
Coast region.

Jamaica
Bank of Jamaica (BoJ) Governor 

Brian Wynter said the central bank is 
reaping positive results from the Bank 
of Jamaica Foreign Exchange Interven-
tion and Trading Tool (B-FXITT).

In his presentation to the Public 
Administration and Appropriations 
Committee (PAAC) of Parliament last 
week, Wynter said that the 1.0 percent 
depreciation of the dollar up to early 
October compares with 7.6 percent for 
the similar period last year.

Wynter said B-FXITT is a rules-based 
competitive multiple price mechanism 
used by the BoJ to buy from and sell 
to authorized foreign exchange dealers 
and cambios.

He said that this arrangement does 
not directly affect transactions by mem-
bers of the public with their authorized 
dealers or cambios, which continues as 
before.

Arguing that the exchange rate is 
fairly valued, the BOJ governor said 
that the Jamaican dollar appreciated 

on 66 separate days over the first half 
of this fiscal year, while depreciating 
on 60 separate days in the first half of 
this year.

Wynter said for the 
similar period in 2016-
2017, the dollar appre-
ciated on just 25 days 
during the year, while 
depreciating 104 sepa-
rate days over the period.

He claimed that the macroeconomic 
stability in the economy is a contributo-
ry factor to the stability in the exchange 
rate.

Wynter said the BoJ has seen an 
increase in the volumes of foreign 
exchange being traded since the intro-
duction of B-FXITT and other forms of 
reform.

Trinidad
Finance Minister Colm Imbert said it 

costs TT$130 million a day to run Trini-
dad and Tobago, which works out to be 
$4 billion a month to run the country.

Imbert, who was speaking to sup-
porters at the famous Piggot’s corner, 
Port of Spain about the 2017/2018 budg-
et, said when the People’s Partnership 
(PP) came into office in 2010 there was 
about TT$6 billion in cash on the gov-
ernment’s bank account in the Central 
Bank.

He said the Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
administration managed, between 2010 
and 2012, to spend out that money and 
to take account from $6 billion, in May 
2010 down to zero in 2012 and then 
down to minus $9 billion in September 
2015. 

The PP administration, he said used 
up the whole overdraft, 
they burnt up $15 bil-
lion in cash.

Imbert said three 
weeks before the nation-
al budget was presented he received a 
letter from Central Bank Governor Dr. 
Alvin Hilaire saying the country’s over-
draft was at 99.7 percent of the limit, 
which meant there was only a couple 
million dollars available for the current 
account.

He said this was enough to run the 
country for about five minutes.

Imbert last week delivered the $50 
billion national budget with revenue 
estimated at $45.74 billion. 

He said the government has been 
able to bring expenditure from $63 bil-
lion to $50 billion.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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By Nelson A. King
A popular Vincentian group 

in Brooklyn on Sunday, Oct. 8 
honored three outstanding com-
munity personalities at its 34th 
Anniversary Luncheon at El 
Caribe Country Club in the Mill 
Basin, Brooklyn.

Vincentian American Inde-
pendent National Charities, Inc. 
(VINCI) bestowed the honor on 
podiatrist and ex-Brooklyn leg-
islator Dr. Kendall Stewart, cul-
tural figure Ainsley Primus and 
athletics director Damani Tho-
mas. 

The gala affair also marked the 
group’s celebration of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ 38th year of 
political independence. 

“Our honorees today — Dam-
ani Thomas, Dr. Kendall Stewart 
and Ainsley Primus reflect the 
spirit of our organization,” said 
VINCI’s vice president, Wayne 
Raguette, a political consultant 
in Brooklyn, deputizing for the 
ill president, Augustus McMil-
lan. “They have and continue to 
provide guidance and assistance 
to many in our community in 

their respective field — without 
fanfare and without looking for 
rewards. 

“Our bestowing of honor on 
them is just a small token to 
demonstrate our appreciation 
and to offer encouragement,” 
added Raguette at the gala event 
that was attended by Brooklyn 
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
(D-9th Congressional District), 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
United Nations Ambassador I. 
Rhonda King, and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines New York 
Consul General Howie Prince. 

“We pray God’s blessing and 
guidance on them and hope they 
continue doing what they, do 
knowing that service to our fel-
low man is the greatest gift of 
all,” Raguette continued. 

Clarke congratulated the “dis-
tinguished honorees, three out-
standing Vincentian citizens who 
are deserving of recognition,” 
adding that “the broader com-
munity of the people of Vincen-
tian descent in New York have, 
undoubtedly, made enormous 
contributions this country and 

this community, in areas includ-
ing academics, civil service, ath-
letics, business, politics and law. 

“I look forward to continuing 
to collaborate with the Vincentian 
American Independent National 
Charities, Inc., and supporting 
their invaluable work of promot-
ing and celebrating the many 
achievements of the Vincentian 
community,” Clarke said. 

“On behalf of the people of the 
Ninth Congressional District of 
New York, I thank the Vincen-
tian American National Charities, 
Inc., for their superb efforts with-
in my district,” she continued. “I 
wish the Charities, as well as this 
year’s honorees, many successes 
in the future.”

King applauded “the objectives 
of this initiative” and acknowl-
edged “the work of this year’s 
awardees.”

“As we gather each year to cel-
ebrate the independence of our 
beloved homeland, it is fitting 
that space is created each year, 
whereby due recognition is paid 
to the outstanding contributions 
of Vincentians in the Diaspora,” 

she said. 
Prince “highly” commended 

the honorees, stating that each 
merit “loud praise for their 
extemporary contribution in 
their respective fields of endeav-
or. 

“Dr. Kendal Stewart (medicine 
and politics), Mr. Ainsley Primus 
(culture and entertainment) and 
Mr. Damani Thomas (sports and 
sports administration), a grateful 
people say thank you for stand-
ing so tall among us,” said Prince 
before asking patrons to raise 
their glasses in a toast to the 
honorees. 

In his acceptance remarks, Dr. 

Stewart, the Union Island, St. 
Vincent Grenadines-born former 
representative for the 45th Coun-
cil District in Brooklyn, said that 
“a person who has the skills to 
lead but does not exercise that 
skill is no better than someone 
who is incapable.”

He added that a true leader is 
one who “understands how to be 
truly humble,” asking patrons 
to, among other things, govern 
themselves accordingly, exer-
cise self-control, be independent 
thinkers, “creatively handle dis-
appointments,” understand the 
art of conciliation, be good mobi-
lizers and be reliable. 

Vincentian group honors 
three at annual gala

insley Primus (center) receives award, fl anked by, from left: 
New York Consul General Howie Prince, UN Ambassador 
I. Rhonda King, VINCI Vice President Wayne Raguette and 
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke. Photo by Nelson A. King

Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Thursday, November 9th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

Forest Hills Senior Center
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Queens, NY
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10:30AM to 11:30AM

NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst
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Queens, NY
Conference Room E8-8
Tuesday, November 14th

10:00AM to 12:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG
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By Alexandra Simon
Raising awareness a 

station at a time. 
A new subway cam-

paign is shedding light 
on Brooklyn’s poverty 
with posters across bor-
ough subway platforms. 
The Brooklyn Communi-
ty Services project titled 
“Many Voices, Many Sto-
ries,” is aimed at enlight-
ening passersby about 
the high poverty rate in 
an effort to create unity, 
said the campaign crea-
tor Sonya Shields.

“As black people in 
Brooklyn we understand 
that many residents 
struggle in our commu-
nity to make ends meet. 
This campaign is to bring 
our entire community 
together across socioeco-
nomic status,” she said. 

The poster displays an 
overlay photo of some 
housing and five people, 

of which are two Car-
ibbean-American interi-
or designers — Malene 
Barnett of Malene B and 
Anishka Clarke of Ishka 
Designs. And participat-
ing in the campaign is an 
honor because they are 
able personally impact 
their community.

“I’m really happy I 
was selected to be a part 
of this and to use my 
influence in my commu-
nity and in Brooklyn,” 
said Barnett, who lives 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“There are things that 
need to be addressed and 
I want to bring aware-
ness, especially in my 
community because it’s 
going to benefit more 
than just myself — its 
goal is to inspire others 
to take actions.”

With 23 percent of 
Brooklyn living under 
the poverty line, and 

a majority of the city’s 
poor being people of 
color, Barnett says that 
is what makes conscious-
ness about the issue all 
the more pressing and 
how she wants people to 
be moved by it. 

“I want you to be in 
shock because when you 
hear percentages it’s not 
something you would 
think,” she said. “But 
once you know, you can 
take action and find ways 
you can support people 
living in these situa-
tions.”

The posters can be 
found at stations all 
month in Bedford Stuy-
vesant, Boerum Hill, 
Brooklyn Heights, Bush-
wick, Carroll Gardens, 
Clinton Hill, Dumbo, 
Flatbush-Ditmas Park, 
Fort Greene, Gowanus, 
Greenpoint, West Mid-
wood, and Williamsburg.

New subway campaign raises poverty awareness

Designer Malene Barnett checking out her poster which she helped 
to design. Brooklyn Community Servvices

  CAREER PROGRAMS

  

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success!
State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! com/sunybeoc
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CALLTODAY!

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Thought about a more fulfi lling career?

Financial Aid Availablewww.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861732-826-0155

UNIVERSAL TRAINING 
INSTITUTE
Day and Evening Classes 
begin November 2017

REGISTER NOW at 
www.universaluti.com

 Licensed Practical Nurse’s Program
 Approved by Department of Labor & 
NJ Department of Health

 Full-Time & Part-Time Programs Available

Enrolling 
NOW

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Effectively

NOVEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017

OCTOBER 2016 DECEMBER 2016

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
from Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7
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economic and social activities within the com-
munities and surrounding areas,” the police chief 
told reporters.

Denham Town is the second to come under full 
control of security agencies following in the wake 
of Mount Salem in St. James where gangs were 
also threatening to take control and seriously dis-
turb the peace and daily life activities.

Police say they have seized an astonishing 700 
illegal weapons so far this year and expect to close 
the year with about 1,000 off the streets and in 
police hands.

The Jamaican Gleaner Newspaper quoted Assist-
ant Police Chief Steve McGregor as saying that 
government is determined to improve safety levels 
in affected communities in the coming months 
and prevent gangs from taking over.

“The first intention is to create safe communi-
ties in the divisions, because the idea is that we 
can’t change all at the same time.” Security forces 
will ensure children go to school safely and a men-
torship program will be set up with official assist-
ance to supplement what officers call are areas 
with poor parenting skills he said.

“It’s the curfew not a big-stick approach where 
the police will be driving around and taking kids 
off the street. We will select monitors from within 
the communities, and these monitors will be the 
first-responders to these deviant kids,” he said.

And as expected, the two major parties are 
blaming each other for the state of crime in the 
country.

Opposition legislator told the Observer News-
paper that government is clearly unable to bring 

down the crime rate and should so admit to Jamai-
cans in a clear manner.

“More people are dying today than when the 
People’s National Party (PNP) was in office and 
nothing has been put forward by the PM and his 
security minister or his government since then 
until now. This is more than 18 months after tak-
ing office.”

Both the army and police are being extremely 
circumspect this time around about the use of 
force and other rough methods, preferring to try 
to win friends and influence people rather than 
engaging in gun battles and other forms of clashes 
with residents in the affected communities.

This is so because the memories of the glo-
bally reported gun battles between the forces and 
nearby Tivoli Gardens that killed more than 70 
people including soldiers and police back in 2010. 
This had occurred during a US-backed operation 
to flush out and arrest now convicted area strong-
man Chris “Dudus” Coke back in 2010. He eventu-
ally surrendered and was extradited to the United 
States where he is serving time for international 
drug trafficking and other crimes.

Jamaican gov’t to 
improve security in 

troubled areas
Continued from Page 1 

six months, arguing that 
conditions in the French-
speaking Caribbean coun-
try had improved since the 
earthquake left 300,000 
dead and 1.5 million home-
less, according to the Her-
ald. 

Then-DHS Secretary 
John Kelly, who is now 
President Donald Trump’s 
chief of staff, said DHS 
would re-evaluate the des-
ignation ahead of the Janu-
ary expiration date but said 
he had warned Moïse to 
prepare to bring his people 
back from the US, accord-
ing to the Herald. 

It said fears over the pro-
gram’s end and a subse-
quent return to Haiti have 
caused panic for some in 
the Haitian community. 

Earlier this summer, 
thousands of Haitian TPS 
recipients and others with 
temporary work authoriza-
tions fled illegally to Can-
ada across the New York 
state border, overwhelming 
Canadian authorities, the 
Herald said.

Concerned about the 
illegal migration, the paper 
said Altidor ramped up the 

government’s outreach, 
holding discussions with 
DHS, the US Department 
of State, the White House, 
and Republican and Demo-
cratic members of the US 
Congress about the need 
for TPS extension.

During the confirmation 
hearing for Trump’s nomi-
nee for US Ambassador 
to Haiti, Michele J. Sison, 
US Senator Marco Rubio, 
Republican of Florida, last 
week asked Sison about the 
implications for the Hai-
tian government if TPS is 
not extended, according to 
the Herald. 

Sison didn’t really 
answer, the Herald said, 
focusing her response more 
on the process of TPS des-
ignation and the US help-
ing to build resilience with 
its Haiti programs.

“I think it would be diffi-
cult for them to absorb it,” 
Rubio said. “But if that’s 
the decision, the adminis-
tration makes — which I 
hope they do not — if they 
did, my view is that the 
embassy will have a lot of 
work on its hands and the 
government of Haiti will 
require a lot of assistance.”

Haiti awaits US  
decision on TPS

Continued from Page 1 

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew Holness.
 Yhomo Hutchinson

By Beth J. Harpaz
The travel industry is ramping up 

efforts to remind consumers that many 
Caribbean islands were unaffected by 
hurricanes and that their economies 
depend on tourism.

Tourism agencies and travel compa-
nies are promoting deals, events and 
fundraising efforts while reinforcing 
the basic message that most islands 
were unscathed by the storms and are 
eager for visitors.

The Travel Leaders travel agency, for 
example, has launched a “consumer-
awareness campaign to promote Car-
ibbean destinations that are open for 
business for fall and winter travel,’’ 
with agents becoming “ambassadors’’ 
for the region by providing travelers 
with information on conditions and 
packages.

“This hurricane season has been 
devastating for a number of Carib-
bean islands, but the negative eco-
nomic impact on the region will be 
compounded if visitors avoid travel to 
unaffected destinations,” Travel Lead-
ers Group CEO Ninan Chacko said in a 
statement. Travel Leaders Group is also 

raising money for hurricane victims 
and impacted communities through 
its Family Bonds Foundation.

A new website, CaribbeanIsOpen.
com, is part of a million-dollar initia-
tive funded by the Florida-Caribbean 
Cruise Association.

“This initiative is also a vital tool to 
assisting the Caribbean by stimulating 
the economy,” the group’s president, 
Michele Paige, said in a statement. 
“Many Caribbean destinations fortu-
nately missed any impact from the 
hurricanes, and most affected destina-
tions worked around the clock to reo-
pen for tourism.’’

The website notes that even destina-
tions that saw some damage from the 
hurricanes are starting to host cruise 
visits, such as Key West, Florida, and 
St. Kitts.

Royal Caribbean announced that its 
ship Adventure of the Seas will resume 
port calls to St. Thomas on Nov. 10, 
and that the ship hopes to be in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, and St. Martin by 
the end of November.

AAA Travel is also launching a “Car-
ibbean is Open for Business” campaign, 

calling the region a top AAA-recom-
mended destination for fall and win-
ter getaways, listing Antigua, Aruba, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, 
Bonaire, Curacao, Dominican Repub-
lic, Jamaica, Martinique, St. Lucia, St. 
Kitts & Nevis, St. Vincent & The Gren-
adines, the Cayman Islands, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Turks & Caicos and St. 
Vincent & The Grenadines.

In Dominica, the Secret Bay Resort 
set up a fundraising page to benefit 
staff after many of its regular visitors 
from past years asked how they could 
help.

Turks and Caicos is advertising its 

annual Caribbean Food & Wine Festi-
val in Providenciales, Nov. 2-5, noting 
that the not-for-profit festival will raise 
funds for Turks & Caicos educational 
institutions damaged by Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria.

Skylark.com, a luxury vacation site, 
sent out a plea for donations to the 
official website for the recovery of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. Skylark added that 
`”much of the Caribbean was com-
pletely unaffected,’’ with a link to the 
website’s “ideas on where to go .”

Even islands that suffered no storm 
damage are on a mission to make 
themselves visible. One public rela-
tions agency sent out a press release 
noting that the Bahamas were “fortu-
nate to have come out of the 2017 hur-
ricane season without impact to the 
country’s primary tourism product,’’ 
adding for good measure that there 
have been no documented cases of Zika 
virus there since November 2016.

Antigua is promoting its Dec. 5-9 
Yacht Charter Show along with island 
resorts like Curtain Bluff, Verandah 
and St. James’s, which recently under-
went renovations.

Travel industry ramps up effort to promote Caribbean tourism
This hurricane season 

has been devastating for 
a number of Caribbean 

islands, but the negative 
economic impact on 

the region will be 
compounded if visitors 

avoid travel to unaffected 
destinations.
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Pubs: Hamodia, El Espicialito-Brooklyn Edition

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being part of NewYork-Presbyterian. 

We’ve expanded our services and added more world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine.  

They join the skilled doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn

Introducing 

newyork-presbyterian 
brooklyn methodist hospital.

WORK SHIRT
#1574
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FREE KNIFE & SCISSORS SHARPENING   

(LIMIT ONE EACH— MUST BRING THIS AD) 

SALES · PARTS · REPAIRS 
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Sew World International Inc. 
778A Lenox Rd., Brooklyn NY 11203 

(Corner Lenox Rd. & Utica Ave., Across from the Post Office) 

718-778-9560  Offer expires November 13th, 2017

WE REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF 
SEWING MACHINES AND VACUUM CLEANERS 

(L

SALE

�� We Sell Pressure Cooker Parts 
�� We Do Knife Sharpening 

�� We sell all types of 
Vacuum Belts & 
Bags  
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Same Day Delivery

 Financing Available

   

 2006  Chrysler PT Cruiser     93,239  Miles
 $ 3,900

 2007 Hyundai Azera SE           95,806 Miles

$  5,800
 2007 Toyota Camry LE            93,905 Miles

 $ 6,400

2004 Lexus RX330 AWD        154,259 Miles
 $ 6,400

 2008 Chevrolet Impala SS   106,201  Miles

$  7,700

2009 Dodge Journey  AWD   62,169 Miles 

$ 10,500

2015 Volkswagen Passat SE      94,431 Miles
$ 11,500

2011 GMC Yukon SLT 4X4      47,504 Miles   
 $ 26,900

 Mention 

THIS AD For 

Exclusive 

 Deals !

2011 Honda Civic 4dr Sedan 105,723 Miles

$  7,900

We Also Speak Spanish & Russian
Financing Available

        Coney & V Auto Sales-2510 Coney Island Ave-Bklyn, NY  718-759-6990
Most Cars Priced Well Below Book Value-Lifetime Warranty Available!

      Directions: Q Train to Ave U-B68 Bus stops in Front
           DCA # 1355891  NYS DEALER # 7113627  ConeyAndVAutosales.com
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

By Nelson A. King
The Board of Directors of the Trinidad 

and Tobago-owned Caribbean Airlines 
has appointed Garvin Medera as the new 
chief executive officer, effective Oct. 10, 
2017. 

The airline said Medera is formerly 
the chief executive officer of Digicel Play, 
a position he held from December 2015 
until his departure earlier this month. 

“With a strong combination of lead-
ership, governance, technical and com-
munication skills he effectively led that 
organization, which has revolutionized 
home entertainment in Trinidad and 
Tobago,” Caribbean Airlines said. 

Prior to the role of chief executive 
officer, Digicel Play, the airlines said 
Medera served in several key leadership 
positions at Digicel, including chief oper-
ating officer, general manager Tobago 
and chief technical officer, managing the 
company’s full operational portfolio. 

Medera has an MBA from the Universi-
ty of Oxford, LL.B from the University of 
London and an M.Sc. and B.Sc. in Elec-
trical and Computer Engineering from 
the University of the West Indies. 

“He is looking forward to leading the 

transformation that Caribbean Airlines 
must embrace if the company is to meet 
the challenges of the fiercely competi-
tive airline industry,” Caribbean Airlines 
said. 

“The board of directors also expresses 
its sincere gratitude to the former chief 
executive officer (Ag.) Capt. Jagmohan 
Singh and the executive management 
team who ensured that Caribbean Air-
lines continued to deliver an enhanced 
travel experience to its valued custom-
ers, while the search for a chief executive 
officer was taking place,” it added. 

“The board and employees look for-
ward to the innovation and collective 
capabilities that would be developed 
under the leadership of the new CEO,” 
the airlines continued.

New 
Caribbean 

Airlines CEO

New Caribbean Airlines CEO Garvin 
Medera. Caribbean Airlines

Bofat Investment Inc.
Initial Public Offering (IPO) Event 
Bofat Investment Inc. was recently qualified by
the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

of the United States to raise money from
the investing public. 

Bofat investment Inc. is a newly formed
corporation that is an energy production company

looking to sell electricity in Jamaica. 

Bofat Investment will hold
an IPO Event presentation at:

58 East 11th Street, 8th Floor New York City
on Friday, October 27th at 4pm

Potential investors and other members
of the general public are welcome to attend.

Olukayode (Olu) Jinadu
President, Bofat Investment Inc.

Phone: (760) 443-6744

BOFAT
INVESMENT
Pushing the Boundaries of Possible
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For an appointment, please call 646-664-9400 
Only fi rst 130 will be served

 Saturday, November 4, 2017, 11 am-2 pm

 Citizenship
Application 
AssistanceFREE

For an appointment, please call 646-664-9400
More information at cuny.edu/citizenshipnow

Minimum requirements to apply:
1. You are 18 years of age or older 
2.  You have lived in the United States as a green card holder 

(permanent resident) for fi ve years (or three years if married to 
and living with the same U.S. citizen)

What to bring:
1. Green card and all passports used in the last fi ve years
2.  Home/school/employment history for the last fi ve years 

 (or three years if married to a U.S. citizen)
3. Children’s information (date of birth, A#, addresses)
4. Marital history (information about your past spouses)
5.  Certifi cate of disposition/MTA letter for any arrests, tickets 

and citations 

Applicants must pay a $725 fi ling fee to USCIS unless they 
qualify for a fee waiver. Please do not bring cash or money
orders to the event.

Let our experienced lawyers and immigration 
professionals help you with your application. 

YMCA Flatbush
1401 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210 
Gymnasium
For directions, call the MTA: 
718-330-1234

invite you to attend

Council Member Jumaane D. Williams, 
New York State Senator Kevin Parker 
and Assembly Member Rodneyse Bichotte

By Tequila Minsky
A clear sense of mission and over-

whelming commitment describes a 
small, dedicated local organization 
with a miniscule budget that can point 
to actual achievements, works accom-
plished — unlike other 
organizations with mul-
ti-million dollar budgets. 
NOVA Hope for Haiti is 
one such organization. 

Marking its 15th year 
with a primary focus pro-
viding access to medi-
cal care, NOVA has even 
expanded its response to 
other urgent needs, help-
ing rebuild and repair 
16 Hurricane Mathew 
destroyed houses and 
replenishing destroyed 
crops by providing rice 
and beans to replant 
and 15,000 plantain tree 
bulbs. 

Last week, support-
ers, board members, and 
medical mission participants braved a 
cool, breezy evening on Olgivy & Math-
er’s site-donated penthouse to raise 
money for the work of this model non-
profit. 

(A summer flea market and winter 
casino night are the only other two fun-
draisers, along with individual donors, 
contributing to the mere $140,000 year-
ly budget.) 

NOVA’s work began in 2002 by send-
ing medical missions to Cavaillon, a 
rural town located in the South depart-
ment of Haiti.  

Having started as a Catholic parish-
twinning project with Church of the 

Presentation in Upper Saddle River, 
NJ, more autonomy was needed for the 
work; it soon spun off. A permanent 
medical facility became the goal of 
NOVA, formally created in 2005. 

Meanwhile, twice-yearly medical mis-
sions continued. Twenty-
five volunteers — doctors 
for adults and pediatri-
cians, nurses, translators, 
and non-medical support 
— bringing all the medi-
cations and equipment, 
set up clinic in a Cavail-
lon church, treating 600-
800 Haitians per visit.  All 
volunteers pay their own 
way. 

In 2005, a donor’s gen-
erosity helped NOVA buy 
some land in Cavaillon 
that had a building on it. 
It took a long eight years 
of fundraising to renovate 
it into a clinic. Addition-
ally, top floor residences 
were built to house the 

twice-yearly continuing medical mis-
sions. (They are also rented out to 
other visiting groups in the area — 
the income going into the operating 
expenses.)

In 2004, Haitian-born Jocelyn 
Lamour found NOVA in its organiza-
tional infancy. “They were very wel-
coming,” she said, and doing work on 
the ground. For Lamour, here was an 
organization she can put her heart into 
and subsequently use her professional 
skills. Since then, she has been on 
almost all — 18 or 19 — medical mis-
sions and is getting ready for the next 
one-week mission leaving Oct. 22. 

NOVA Hope for Haiti 
marks 15 years of service

It was breezy on the Olgivy & Mather penthouse as Joseph Nuzzi, president 
of NOVA, long-time volunteer Jocelyn Lamour, Solanges Toussaint, board 
member and logistics coordinator in Haiti, and Vice President Jan Mansley 
stand in front of Haitian cut-metal for sale during the cocktail fundraiser.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Haitian percussionist 
Okai beats the drum on 
the penthouse during 
the fundraiser. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted 

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

j b fit lik

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

Call Elizabeth Tejada at  

1-917-246-2888.

CST15186F



28    Caribbean Life, Oct. 20–Oct. 26, 2017 BQ

AMADA • BENARES • BLACKTAIL • BLUE RIBBON FEDERAL GRILL • BRUSHSTROKE • 

DEAD RABBIT • FOUR SEASONS • HARRY AND IDA’S LUNCHEONETTE • HARRY'S CAFE 

AND STEAK • JING FONG • L’ APPART • LATIN SOCIAL • PIER A • SHAKE SHACK • THE 

TUCK ROOM • WESTVILLE
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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54 lbs gone!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
    myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

By Nelson A. King
Jamaican Irwine Clare, Sr. 

OD., philanthropist, immigration 
advocate and Diaspora power-
house will be honored Wednes-
day with the Global Spotlight 
Award by the American Cham-
ber of Commerce of Jamaica 
(AMCHAM) at the group’s annu-
al Business and Civic Leadership 
Award at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Hotel.  

“I am extremely humbled and 
appreciative as recipient of the 
Global Spotlight Award from 
AMCHAM in this (its) 30th anni-
versary year and while we cel-
ebrate Jamaica 55,” said Queens 
resident Clare. “I am grateful to 
be included in this auspicious list 
of titans and thank all who have 
accorded me the privilege of their 
support and goodwill through-
out the years. 

Andrea Daley of Caribbean 
Media Marketing, Inc. (CMM), 
said Clare, who was conferred 
with Order of Distinction (OD) 
in 2012, by the government of 
Jamaica, for his “invaluable con-
tribution to Jamaicans in the 
Diaspora,” is “no stranger to 

accolades and has been honored 
many times over for his sterling 
contribution in so many areas 
locally and abroad. 

“His body of work is impressive 
and speaks to why he is known 
as Mr. Diaspora,’” Daley said. “He 
has been a man of the people 
from his early years in Jamaica, 
having honed his skills as student 
council leader at his high school, 
York Castle, as well as through 
various leadership initiatives led 
by the government. He had a tre-
mendous example in his mother, 
who was a leader and advocate in 
the community of Bamboo, St. 
Ann, where he grew up. 

Daley said Clare is “the man 
behind Team Jamaica Bickle,” the 
organization that hosts Carib-
bean athletes at the annual Penn 
Relays at the University of Penn-
sylvania in Philadelphia, PA. 

“Some 23 years ago, he saw the 
need to offer assistance to these 
athletes by providing amenities 
designed to make their stay while 
they are away from home, repre-
senting school and country more 
comfortable,” she said. “After his 
trademark outreach to commu-

nity stakeholders and members, 
Team Jamaica Bickle was born 
and enjoys widespread support of 
the community.  

“The organization, a beacon 
of volunteerism and community, 
has grown to be the anchor at 
these relays to over 600 athletes 
not just from Jamaica but [from]
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Grenada, 
Guyana, among others, as well as 
US-based athletes at these relays,” 
she added. “Athletes receive three 
warm meals daily, ground trans-
portation, assistance with hotel 
bookings, medical and chiroprac-
tic care.”

Over the 23 years, Daley said 
the organization has raised over 
$US2.5 million dollars for the 
program, adding, however, that 
the value to athletes, coaches and 
schools extend far beyond that.  

Today, Daley said Team Jamaica 
Bickle receives calls from numer-
ous sporting bodies, enroute to 
the US, for assistance with their 
traveling needs and has assisted 
many.  

“Through his vision Team 
Jamaica Bickle has grown beyond 

just providing services at the 
Penn Relays but has expanded its 
reach into other areas to ensure 
the safety and well-being of ath-
letes,” she said. “The ‘Defibrillator 

to Schools’ program was initiated 
after the death of two students 
athletes in competition to provide 
a first line of emergency medical 
response for athletes.”

Jamaican philanthropist to 
receive Global Spotlight Award

Irwine Clare, Sr.  Caribbean Media Marketing, Inc.  
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By Alexandra Simon
In honor of Depression Awareness 

Month, Kings County hospital held a 
free screening to check for symptoms 
of the mental health illness earlier 
this month. The initiative was aimed 
at raising knowledge about depression 
for their community and teach people 
how to identify signs of depression. 
But while it affects various people, 
it tends to remain a taboo subject in 
the Caribbean community, leading 
people to suffer in silence, said a psy-
chiatrist at the medical center.

“Depression and suicide in a lot 
of ways affect the overall population 
because it is a major disorder that 
has an impact in all communities,” 
said Dr. Monica Broderick. “It is not 
unique to the Caribbean community, 
but how it plays itself out, in the feel-
ings and stigma — it is a big issue.”

Hospital officials say two main 
signs of depression are changes in 
mood and physical changes, such 
as not enjoying things one used to 
partake in, drastic change in sleep-
ing patterns, and eating habits. And 
those reason can be extrapolated by 
other health factors. 

“Depression and health go hand in 
hand,” said Broderick. “If it doesn’t 
get addressed it has major impact on 
physical health. The outcome of heart 
disease, diabetes, or substance abuse, 
can fare much worse if someone is also 
depressed.”

Another glaring aspect of depression 
within in the Caribbean community 
can stem from barrel children — a phe-
nomenon of children left by parents who 
migrated to the states. When a family is 
separated for a considerable time and 
reconnected again, some resentment 
of abandonment is often carried into 
adulthood and that is something often 
discovered in the community, said Bro-
derick.

“Some experienced trauma on the 
island and when they eventually reu-
nite or meet with relatives, they may 
still be holding onto trauma or abuse 
that they experienced or they might 
be concerned about their immigration 
status, and that is definitely what we’re 
seeing,” she said.

In addition, economic factors such as 
work, wages, and expenses can become 
stressors that can trigger depression in 
someone caring for multiple relatives 
overseas, according to Broderick.

A high number of people are not seek-
ing to remedy their feelings due to hesi-
tance and misconceptions. But Kings 
County hospital officials are working 
towards creating a welcoming space for 
fearful patients to provide help.

Kings County 
hospital raises 
awareness for 

depression
By Vinette K. Pryce

Each year, Germans — particular-
ly those in Munich — anticipate this 
month with the kind of fervor that 
exudes Oktoberfest, the world’s big-
gest fair. 

For the first time this year and per-
haps every other in the future, Jamai-
cans will also look forward to October 
as a festive time to honor tradition, cul-
ture and a Rastafarian preacher named 
Peter McIntosh.

At least from Oct. 19 to Oct. 22, a cel-
ebration of the life of a singer / musician 
internationally acclaimed — as Peter 
Tosh — will honor his 73rd birthday 
anniversary with concert performanc-
es, tributes, multimedia presentations, 
a gala family reunion and the very first 
Peter Tosh Awards ceremony. 

According to organizers, the latest of 
all tribute awards recognize “individu-
als who have contributed in a major way 
to furthering the goals of Peter’s activ-
ism during his life and career.”

During the ceremony, three presen-
tations will bestow honors on deserv-
ing recipients whose contributions 
have advanced the ideals and lifelong 
commitment Tosh dedicated to achieve 
equal rights, legalize cannabis and rec-
ognize achievement in the arts.

Named for three of his album titles, 
The Peter Tosh Equal Rights Award 
will honor an individual whose efforts 
advance the cause of equal rights for all. 
The Peter Tosh Steppin’ Razor Award 
will recognize influential contributors 
to the arts and entertainment. And 
the Legalize It Award will distinguish 
the recipients “as leaders in advancing 
Peter’s efforts to legalize cannabis and 
encourage cannabis research through-
out the world.”

The weekend’s festivity coincides with 
Tosh’s Oct. 19 birthday and launches a 
belated tribute to the legendary singer, 
musician and activist who died on Sept. 
11, 1987.

“The Peter Tosh Music Festival brings 
together new and old fans from around 
the world to celebrate and learn about 
this amazing legacy,” Niambe McIn-
tosh, the singer’s daughter said.

On a bill featuring a reunion of 
musicians that backed Tosh on tours 
throughout the globe as Word, Sound 
and Power, some of the best names 
in reggae represent Freddie McGregor, 
Luciano, Marcia Griffith, Andrew Tosh, 
Nadine Sutherland, Garnet Silk Jr., and 
Zak Starkey, the son of Beatles drum-
mer Ringo Starr. 

All committed to bolstering the 
legacy of the musician who indelibly 
imprinted his unique contribution to 
the music industry, they are the high-
light of the second annual Peter Tosh 
Festival, first initiated last year at the 
Peter Tosh Museum in Kingston. 

The institution was established to 
recognize Tosh’s singular contributions 

to the development of reggae music 
worldwide and his achievements as an 
activist.

“There’s no other individual like 
Peter Tosh,” his daughter added.

Administrator of an estate named 
for her father, McIntosh has collabo-
rated with Kingsley Cooper, co-founder 
of the landmark repository named for 
one of the trinity that yielded a global 
phenomena known as Bob Marley & 
Wailers.

Marley, Tosh and Bunny Wailer Liv-
ingston were the original Kingston trio 
to blaze an unprecedented music trail 
that penetrated international borders 
and in the process claimed the first 
Third World Superstar, the king of reg-
gae while delivering instant messages 
about freedom, liberation, and equal 
rights and justice.

Tosh emerged the explosive spokes-
person, activist and forerunner in the 
movement to legalize cannabis. 

A devout advocate of the Rastafar-
ian edict, he went solo in 1974 and two 
years later released his first solo album, 
“Legalize It.” Tosh worked tirelessly to 
promote the legalization of marijuana, 
equal rights, and to expand Jamaica’s 
cultural and musical influence. 

Known as the Mystic Man, the Step-
ping Razor, the Bush Doctor and a 
myriad of other distinguishing monik-
ers, “he was no stranger to oppression 
in his homeland and knew the fight for 

legalization and equal rights.”
He was arrested numerous times for 

publicly smoking the banned weed but 
his music served as a catalyst for a gen-
eration to fight for what they believed in 
and never give up. 

Tosh had his own unique messages, 
he advocated that the oppressed “Get 
Up, Stand Up!” and remain stalwart 
in seeking change of archaic colonial 
rules.

“His struggles for equal rights and 
justice and the legalization of mari-
juana, have had an impact around the 
globe, “Kingsley Cooper, co-founder of 
the Peter Tosh Museum said. 

“I am grateful that I have had the 
opportunity to play a role in spearhead-
ing these developments and I am hum-
bled to be a part of it all.”

“As we celebrate Peter’s birthday 
once again, this time with the Peter 
Tosh Music Festival hosted by the Peter 
Tosh Museum, it’s undoubtedly a good 
time to reflect on the wonderful gift 
that Peter’s life, career and legacy has 
been to the world,” Cooper added.

Other confirmed artists include 
Tosh’s granddaughter Jahzarah Tosh, 
Ikaya, Dre Tosh and Live Wyya.

Jamaica’s Octoberfest will provide 
a forum for praise, honor, and begin a 
tradition that annually will celebrate 
the home-grown reggae music the rest 
of the world has embraced throughout 
each month of the year.

Jamaica’s Octoberfest adds Tosh 
Festival & Awards to Reggae calendar

Jamaican musician Peter Tosh, a founding member of the Wailers, is inter-
viewd in the offi ce of the record company he is forming in Los Angeles, Ca., 
Feb. 1979.  Associated Press
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIV
179 IN-S

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear &
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189

Publication date:10/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.
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GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'04 SUBARU FORESTER

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#J5583, 125k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

‘13 TOYOTA COR

PLUS TAX & T
Stk#25124, 52

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,750
‘15 FORD FUSION

Stk#24117, 17k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,888
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,88
‘16 CHEVY CRU

Stk#29008, 689

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAG

$11,888
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,888
'13 FORD EXPLORER

Stk#20434, 27k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31719, 108k mi.

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

ALLLTITITITITIITIMAMAMAMAMAMAMAMA
@ MajorWorld.com
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@ MajorWorld.com
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360

$14,995
‘12 HONDA PILOT

Stk#6596, 21k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,58
‘14 MERCEDES C

Stk#30500, 15k

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAG

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,588
‘14 NISSAN PATHFINDER

Stk#26411, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CICIIVIVIVIVIVIVIVICCCCCCC
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$7,500
'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 MER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To 
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    Major World 
 Breast Cancer 
    Major World 
 Breast Cancer 
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS

Request our Pink “We Care” license 

plate frame with your next purchase 

from Major World & we will donate 

$25 on your behalf to the 

American Cancer Society.
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Purchase any iSeries mattress and receive 50% off a mattress of equal or lesser value storewide.

50%
OFF

BOGO
BUY ONE GET ONE mattresses

†

One for you, one for your guests.

Fall is here, which means the holidays are around the corner. Gift yourself
with a new mattress, and upgrade the guestroom with one that’s half off. 

0%
APR 
FOR 5 YEARS * 

OR

Minimum purchase of $1,999 with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

See store for details.

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $47499

SAVE $200 
off our low price of $674.99

FIRM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

NOW $39999

SAVE $250 
off our low price of $649.99

MF3_NYC_WRAP_10.20_COMMUNITY_1
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MF3_NYC_WRAP_10.20_COMMUNITY_2_3

The Sleepy’s collection features a layer of 
soft air memory foam that conforms to 
your body for ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted night’s sleep.

When the Sleepy’s retail locations became 
Mattress Firm, we knew we wanted to pay 

homage to the decades-long tenure it 
boasted in your backyard.

Introducing

At the intersection 
of comfort and value.

ONLY AT

SLEEPY’S QUEEN 
MATTRESSES

STARTING
AT $500
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Only at Only at 

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps and 
curve-hugging fi rm comfort.

$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

$38 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1799.99 
Total to Pay

300 PLUSH 500 CUSHION FIRM

BOGO 50% off † BOGO 50% off †

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps 
plus a perfect plush comfort.

BOGO
BUY ONE GET ONE

mattresses

50%
OFF

†

Purchase any iSeries mattress and 
receive 50% off  a mattress of equal or 

lesser value storewide.

ONLY AT

Enjoy better pressure relief 
and support, cooler temps and 
perfect comfort every time you 
crawl into your new mattress.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay
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0% APR: 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 10/18/17-10/24/17 
and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is 
paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional 
purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole 
dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. †Off er valid 
10/18/17-10/24/17: Purchase any regularly priced Serta iSeries brand mattress and receive 50% off  the purchase price of a mattress of equal or lesser value storewide. The 50% discount for second mattress will be applied to our low price and cannot be combined with any other coupon, savings or discount off er. The 50% discount 
off er is only valid toward credit for second mattress purchase and cannot be used as credit in any other instance. Due to manufacturer restrictions, off er not valid on select MAP product. Has no cash value. Not valid on previous purchases. See store for complete details. **Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On 
available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 10/18/17-10/24/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. 
Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. 
Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time 
period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 10/18/17-10/24/17 or while supplies 
last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

FREE DELIVERY**

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$49999

NEW LOW PRICE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359.99

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

You don’t have 
to be royalty to 
sleep like it. At 

Mattress Firm you 
can choose from 

an array of queen-
sized mattresses, 
at great prices, 

to fi nd the bed of 
your dreams.

ONLY AT 

Move freely and sleep perfectly
without disturbing your partner with

this advanced foam technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

ONLY AT 

Two out of three people choose the Dream Bed 
Lux, meaning two out of three people are paying 

$1,000 less than other leading memory foam.

$47 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

ONLY AT 

One of the softest and plushest we off er,
this innovative cooling mattress lets you sleep 

at the perfect temp and comfort level.

$41 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$2449.99 
Total to Pay

SAVE $500
off  our low price

of $2949.99

Experience 
the latest in

cooling 
technology.

OVER 15 QUEEN MATTRESSES UNDER $69999
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SEDANS
05 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 10/20/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
tk#35671, 39k mi.

8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,800
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
‘07 HONDA RIDGELINE

Stk#34182, 127k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

12,500
HONDA ACCORD

k#35407, 31k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#33670, 33k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

HO
om

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

17,500
INFINITI Q90

k#34514, 44k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#32423, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

GHLALANDNDEER
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$35,888
‘16 BMW X5

Stk#29561, 17k mil.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,888
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$8,500
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$18,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

SCACACAAPEPEPEPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$13,888
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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SEEENTNTNTNTNTRARARARARA
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

ROROOOGUGUGUGUGUEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

IN UURARARARARA ONONONONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

Proudly Supports
Awareness Month
Proudly Supports
Awareness Month

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE. 
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$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible 
for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

GREAT FALL LEASES!

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $43,055, VIN#3LHR645046, $5,225 Due at Inception Includes 1st 
Month Payment, $4,295 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For 
those who qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 10/31/17. 

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 10/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

YOUR CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,220. VIN#2LHBL32613. 
$5,399 Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month 
Payment, $4,422 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 10/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 10/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Black, V6, Full Power! 
28K Mi. Stk#1640F

 $19,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED
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A Key to Life Senior Day Care

229 East 2nd Street
Manhattan, NY

Thursday, October 19th

10:00AM to 2:00PM

Canaan Senior Center

160 West 116th Street
Manhattan, NY

Thursday, October 19th

11:30AM to 12:30PM

NYC Health + Hospitals | Lincoln

234 East 149th Street
Bronx, NY

Conference Room 5
Monday, October 23rd

10:00AM to 12:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)

1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711  H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

By Tangerine Clarke
When 50-year-old Trini-

dad and Tobago native Alli-
son Alexis was diagnosed with 
Breast Cancer after a routine 
mammogram in March 2001, 
she immediately underwent 
lumpectomy surgery and start-
ed chemotherapy — 33 seg-
ments of radiation treatment.

This is a fitting example of 
how early detection and treat-
ment work. Today, six years 
after being diagnosed with the 
disease, Alexis proudly says, 
she is cancer-free, and a breast 
cancer survivor.

Thanks to the urgency in 
which she sought treatment 
after diagnoses, the process 
saved her life, and has helped 
her to spared the word, and 
inspire others, to be vigilant 
about testing, and early treat-
ment. 

Now, a strong advocate 
against cancer, this brave 
woman, continues to edu-
cate both men and women, 
through outreach programs, 
and an cancer annual walk.

Last Sept. 16, Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, 
Deputy Borough President 
Melva Miller, and Anthony 
Lemma, representative from 
Assemblyman David Weprin’s 
office, joined Alexis at her 4th 
Annual Queens Cancer Walk 
in Astoria.

Before marching to bring 
about awareness, Alexis pinned 
a lavender ribbon on the chest 
of Hon. Melinda Katz to say 
thanks. The symbolic “laven-
der color” highlights all forms 
of cancer. 

Alexis, who came from the 
town of Maraval, in Trinidad & 
Tobago, is the founder of the 
Annual Queens Cancer Walk 
in Smokey Park, from where 
she donates 100 percent of the 
funds raised to the non-profit 
organization — Sharing and 
Caring.

She is passionate about 
giving back to this particu-
lar organization that provided 
her with the necessary cop-
ing mechanisms when she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer 

in 2001. 
“I want to give back to Shar-

ing and Caring, and its found-
er, Anna Krill who provided 
counseling throughout my 
treatment process.”

Anna Krill also participated 
in the march, to share infor-
mation with the community, 
and to provide citizens with 
the resources necessary to 
combat all types of cancer, said 
Alexis, who is steadfast in her 
commitment to help others 
understand that early detec-
tion, and urgency in seeking 
help is paramount. 

Advocates and resource pro-
fessionals, Linda Bulone, a can-
cer research nurse at Queens 
Hospital, Michael Andrews 
who signed up marchers to 
become bone marrow donors, 
and the Caribbean Equality 
Project who provided resource 
information from the Lesbian 
Women for Mammogram and 
Screening, all played a signifi-
cant role, and made the march 
a success.

Alexis, plans to start a sup-

port group in Richmond Hill, 
Queens, where she and other 
survivors will come together 
on a regular basis to inspire 
each other. 

As Alexis celebrate six years 
cancer free, this Cancer Aware-
ness Month, she is happy to 
step-in when necessary to help 
anyone who is in need of help.

Cancer survivor embarks on 
sharing, giving initiatives

Trinidad & Tobago-born Allison Alexis, a breast cancer sur-
viver, addressing an audience at her 4th Annual Queens 
Cancer walk last Sept. 16. Allison Alexis



42    Caribbean Life, Oct. 20–Oct. 26, 2017 BQ

*Depending on eligibility, amount varies by plan.  Monthly balance cannot be carried over from month to month.
Centers Plan for Healthy Living is an HMO with Medicare and Medicaid contracts.  Enrollment in Centers Plan for 
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formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payment/coinsurance may change on January 
�	��	����	�����		���	��
���	�
��������
	��������	��	�	�����	�!������	
��	�	��������	����������
	��	��
�����		
Contact the plan for more information. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, unless otherwise 
paid by Medicaid.  This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare.  
Premiums, co-pays, coinsurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please call 
our member service number at 1-844-274-5227, TTY users call 1-800-421-1220, seven days a week 8am-8pm.  
ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish or Chinese language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 1-877-940-9330 (TTY: 1-800-421-1220).  
Centers Plan for Healthy Living complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Centers Plan for Healthy Living cumple con las leyes 
federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, 
discapacidad o sexo. Centers Plan for Healthy Living   遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、膚色、民族血
統、年齡、殘障或性別而 視任何人。
H6988_MKT4002 Accepted 10152017

Do you have 
these cards?

Annual Deductibles
Monthly Plan Premium 
Primary Care Visits
Includes: Dental • Vision • Hearing • Prescriptions0$

Up To9 0$ Monthly 
Over-the-Counter 
������

*

1(844) 274-5227 
TTY Users 1(800) 421-1220
7 days a week, 8am-8pm  
www.centersplan.com

Join Centers Plan for Healthy Living and get all the services of traditional 
��������	
��
	����������	������
�

Then maximize 
your Medicare 
��������	
���
this card!
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By Alexandra Simon
An art of kindness.
A Brooklyn artist is using his talent 

to raise awareness and funds for Puerto 
Rico’s post-hurricane relief efforts. Com-
monly known by his social media handle 
“Subway Doodle,” Ben Rubin, the artist 
behind the popular Instagram page, will 
be donating all funds for his campaign’s 
artwork titled “Helping Hands.” 

The design shows one of his signature 
blue animations, sporting a cape and 
Puerto Rican flag, flying over the city 
with One World Trade in the backdrop. 
The artist said he was inspired to show 
solidarity with the territory after feeling 
an overall disregard from political lead-
ers, and wanted to use his influence to 
bring attention to it.

“I was mortified by the lack of sup-
port Puerto Rico was receiving from our 
government. I decided to use my art and 
my social media platform to contribute 
what I could to the recovery efforts,” 
said Rubin.

His creative partner said they wanted 
to use their expressive avenue to encour-
age others to also get on board with what 
is happening on the island, and provide 
them with an artistic way to help.

“We saw how horrible the condi-
tions were down there, and decided to 
put something together because any 
amount of support helps,” said Theresa 
Nasi. “‘Prints for Puerto Rico’ is meant 
to demonstrate that New Yorkers are 
doing what they can, and care about 
what is happening down there.”

And with Rubin’s popularity as an 
artist, he has a great shot at helping 
bring charity.

“He has quite a following on Insta-
gram and can get the word across 
because people pay attention to his 
work,” said Nasi. “It’s small but we’re 
doing what we can and hope to raise 
$1,000.”

Art for 
Puerto 

Rico relief

By Tangerine Clarke
Prominent author, columnist and 

educator, Dr. Dhanpaul Narine, was 
the grand marshall of the annual 
Diwali motorcade along Liberty Ave-
nue in Richmond Hill, Queens, against 
the backdrop of colorful costumes, 
multicolored lights and music during 
the “Hindu Festival of Lights,” on Sat-
urday, Oct. 14.

Dr. Narine, president of the Shri 
Trimurti Bhavan Hindu Temple, who 
has served the community for more 
than 40 years, said Diwali represents 
the triumph of good over evil, and dis-
pelling of the darkness with light, and 
added that it was an honor to represent 
the community as grand marshall.

“Diwali dispels the darkness in our 
lives. The little round diyas that are lit 
on the streets, welcomed Rama from 
exile when he came back to triumph 
over his kingdom,” said Dr. Narine, 
dressed in Indian regalia.

“I feel exuberant, it is triumphant 
for our community to show at this 
time, and in the history of our country 
Guyana and the world, that we need 
peace more than anything else, so we 
brought together people from all over 
the world today so that we can walk in 
peace, and celebrate light,” added Dr. 
Narine.

Hundreds of residents lined Liberty 
Avenue to enjoy the spectacular motor-
cade of cars, vans and floats decorated 
with flowers, and fairy lights that lit 
up the skyline over the neighborhood. 
Many of the floats carried bejeweled 
men, women and children, who show-
cased the beauty of the festival.

Organizer, Lakshmee Singh, who 
herself looked stunning in a green 
Indian Sari with gold accents and 
matching jewels, welcomed partici-
pants to the annual parade that began 
with the smashing of a coconut.

Miss World Guyana 2017 Vena 
Mookram, decked out in a purple-

jeweled sari, was among many who 
embraced the colorful parade, celebrat-
ed with the spirited beating of Tassa 
drums, and recorded Indian music.

Some of the participants included 
the Shri Trimurti Bhavan Divya Jyo-
tiAssociation, Sri Dura Mandir, the 
Indo Caribbean Federation N.A. and 
NYPD Desi Society, representing the 
South-Asian American Police Officers, 
among others.

Winner of the best-decorated float 
won a cash prize of $2001.00. 

The honored tradition, that sees lit 
diyas stewed in the yards of homes, 
and observed with sweet treats, began 
with an all-day explosion of music, 
chants, burning of incense, food, and 
a Pooja and Hawan religious service at 

the Arya Spiritual Center Grounds in 
Richmond Hill.

After the parade, the festival later 
culminated with a cultural extrava-
ganza at the Arya Spiritual Center 
Grounds, with performances by Shel-
ly Ramnanan Cultural Dance School, 
Natraj Centre for the Performing Arts, 
Sanasani Cultural Organization, the 
Krishna Mandir Youth Group, and 
David Ali Dance Group, and others.

Diwali is a national holiday in coun-
tries with large Hindu populations, 
such as Guyana, India, Nepal, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. The nationals 
brought Diwali with them when they 
immigrated to Guyana, Trinidad, and 
other Caribbean islands in the 19th 
century.

Annual Diwali festival 
lights up Richmond Hill

Grand Marshall and President of the Shri Trimurti Bhavan Hindu Temple, Dr. 
Dhanpaul Narine with members of his temple.. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Subway Doodle is aiding Puerto 
Rico’s hurricane relief with artwork 
showcasing solidarity between 
New York and the island.  Subway 

A beautifully lit motor along the parade route in Richmond Hill, Queens and (right) a caravan decorated with color-
ful fl owers carry a bejeweled goddess,.  Photos by Tangerine Clarke
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By George Alleyne
Suppressing and removing 

an upsurge in crime may prove 
a very challenging prospect 
for Barbados as the authority’s 
announced moves may put it on 
collision course with the con-
stitution and human rights of 
citizens. 

The government wants to 
lock up accused gang members 
without bail then jail them for 
more than two decades once 
found guilty, but the Opposition 
has said the proposals make no 
sense.

 Responding to an upsurge 
in gun-related crimes, much of 
which is attributed to gang dis-
putes, Attorney General Adriel 
Brathwaite last week spoke of 
coming anti-gun and anti-gang 
legislation aimed at giving judg-
es more power.

“I propose that anybody, male 
or female, who is found guilty of 
being a gang member should 
receive no less than 20 years 
in prison. Leaders of gangs will 
receive a maximum of 25 years 
in prison,” the attorney general 

said.
Addressing a complaint across 

the island of seeing accused per-
sons back on the streets because 
they got bailed almost imme-
diately after their first appear-
ance in court, Brathwaite said, 
“I hear too often of alleged 
gang leaders living among us, 
seemingly without fear of pros-
ecution. I also propose to widen 
the police’s powers to stop and 
search under the Police Act, and 
an amendment to the Bail Act 
to prevent bail being granted 
for a period of 18 months where 
the offences charged include 
the use of a firearm.”

Following years of denial, 
authorities are now saying that 
gangs have mushroomed across 
the island, with the Commis-
sioner of Police, Tyrone Grif-
fith, two months ago identify-
ing the housing community of 
Black Rock as an area that alone 
accounts for 16 of these illegal 
violent groups. 

“These persons corrupt many 
of our young men and women,” 
Brathwaite said in explain-

ing how older persons recruit 
youngsters into gangs and, “send 
them into the society to commit 
very serious crimes. They are 
not heroes. They belong behind 
bars and that is why we want to 
give specific  legislation to deal 
with them.”

With a 16 to 14 parliamen-
tary seat majority govern-
ment is expected to succeed in 
passing this proposed law and 
amendments to others, which 
Brathwaite said is no knee-jerk 
reaction.

But an Opposition Barba-
dos Labour Party Senator and 
attorney, Wilfred Abrahams, 
over the weekend dismissed 
Brathwaite’s intended course 
of action as constitutionally 
unworkable.

Contending that that the 
lock-up without bail and jail 
proposal, “flies in the face of 
everything that makes sense,” 
Abrahams asked, “why would 
the attorney general, who 
should know this, come and 
tout that as an example of what 
we’re doing to combat crime?”

Attacking government’s stat-
ed intention to arrest and detain 
suspected gang members for 
up to 18 months without bail, 
Abrahams said, “bail is a right. 
You, the accused person, have a 
right to bail unless certain cri-
teria are fulfilled. So from the 
time you start by taking it away 
from a judicial officer . . . it is 

unconstitutional.”
Abrahams said that such 

legislation cannot stand up 
in court and would be struck 
down as a violation of a con-
stitutional right of an accused 
person to be regarded as inno-
cent until proven guilty, and 
therefore entitled to bail while 
awaiting the court’s decision. 

Barbados’ crime laws face 
human rights test

Senator Wilfred Abrahams. Photo by George Alleyne

FREE ACADEMIC & CAREER TRAINING

It’s not too late to reach your 2017 goals. Apply Now!
High School Equivalency
Certified Nursing Assistant
Electronic Health Records

Manhattan Education Opportunity Center • 163 West 125th Street, 15th floor, New York, NY, 10027
212-961-3231 • www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc • admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu

Hospitality Training
Security Officer Training 
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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By Tangerine Clarke
Over the last week, the Guy-

ana government has welcomed 
with open arms, more than 55 
expatriates, including children, 
who were evacuated from hur-
ricane-ravished St. Maarten in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Tortola 
in the British Virgin Islands, 
and as recent as Oct. 12 and 
13, from Dominica and Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

Trans Guyana Airways 
touched down at the Eugene F. 
Correira International Airport 
at Ogle on the East Coast Dem-
erara on several occasions with 
many more flights scheduled 
to return more citizens home 
within the coming weeks. 

The Department of Public 
Information, (DPI) has report-
ed that Minister of State Joseph 
Harmon along with Minister of 
Citizenship, Winston Felix and 
Director General of the Civil 
Defense Commission (CDC), 
Colonel Chabilall Ramsarup 
met nationals at the airport in 
a collaborative effort between 
the government, the private 
sector, and the Civil Defense 

Commission, as well as local 
businesses, which are commit-
ted to repatriating their broth-
ers and sisters.

According to the DPI, Min-
ister Harmon noted that any-
where Guyanese are, and any-
thing that befalls them, once 
it is in the power of the state 
to do something for them, the 
state would step up to assist.

Several more flights will 
airlift other displaced citizens 
who have expressed their need 
to return home from other 
hurricane damaged Caribbean 
islands, where they once called 
home. 

Harmon said the initial 
number of Guyanese was 43, 
but that number has risen to 
116 citizens, who indicated 
their desire to be reunited with 
family in various parts of Guy-
ana.

Harmon thanked the Correi-
ra Company and JAGS Aviation 
for its willingness to evacuate 
Guyanese, and dispatch other 
flights to those regions to 
bring home citizens including 
Anita Woodroffe, a cosmetolo-

gist who was forced to leave the 
island, because her business 
was not functional due to lack 
of water and electricity. 

And since schools are 
still shuttered on the island, 
Woodroffe was eager to quickly 
enroll her daughter in school 
in Guyana.

Yashpaul Sewnarine’s vaca-
tion came to a crushing end 
after hurricanes Irma and 
Maria hit the island and left 
him stranded. He described the 
experience as harrowing.

Others such as Anita Khand-
hai, who lived in St. Maarten 
for seven years, is back in Guy-
ana with her two children after 
living through the first such 
hurricane she experienced. She 
too, will enroll her children in 
school.

The government is commit-
ted to returning the body of 
Derek Ragnauth, 55, a busi-
nessman who had been resid-
ing in the BVI for the past nine 
years and who was killed after 
refusing to vacate his business 
on the island of Tortola. 

His son was one of the pas-

sengers who arrived in Guyana 
ahead of his father’s body to 
make funeral arrangements.

Staff from the department 

of citizenship were on hand to 
issue documents that citizens 
misplaced during the devastat-
ing hurricanes.

Guyana evacuates citizens from 
hurricane-ravished islands

Guyanese nationals, including children, touched-down at 
the Eugene F. Correira International Airport at Ogle, Guy-
ana. Guyana Demerara Waves
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“Same Family, Different Colors”
by Lori L. Tharps
c.2017, Beacon Press
$18.00 / $24.00 Canada
216 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You debated awhile before you 

checked the box.
The choices were few: Black, white, 

Latino, Asian, pick one, tick the box, 
but that’s not the end of the story. 
Within that little square lies a lot 
more about who you are and who you 
feel you are, and in “Same Family, 
Different Colors” by Lori L. Tharps, 
you’ll see that perceptions – yours 
and that of others — matter plenty.

Lori Tharps’ youngest daughter is 
very light-skinned.

That fact begins her story because 
it was recently pointed out by another 
child in an innocent game — much 
to that child’s father’s embarrass-
ment. He needn’t have been abashed, 
though: Tharps is African American, 
her husband’s family is from Spain, 
and their children’s skin tone varies. 
No big deal.

The outside world seems con-
cerned about things like that, howev-
er. Tharps (and other parents whose 
kids don’t “match”) are often asked 
about racial and cultural identities of 
their children, and that can be tiring. 
The bottom line is that there are over 
“one hundred different genes that 
influence skin pigmentation” and his-
tory is rife with tales of mixed-race 
relationships (coerced and otherwise), 
all of which explain variations in skin 
tone and hair between siblings.

Modern parents generally work to 
make sure that doesn’t matter within 
the family, but Tharps interviewed 
many Black and Latino adults who 
grew up with what Alice Walker called 
“colorism,” defined as “prejudicial or 
preferential treatment of same-race 
people based solely on their color.” 
It affects how children are parented 
and how they’re taught in schools; for 
many adults who grew up with color-
ism, it can be devastating.

The good news on the horizon is 
that “this generation of millennials” 
doesn’t seem to like “rules” about 
skin tones. Says Tharps, they enjoy 
a “level of choice” when claiming an 
identity — still, there are “limits to 
the ‘choose your own identity’ game 

and not everyone gets to play.”
Cocoa, “paper-bag,” latte, coffee-

colored, they’re all brown — except 
when they’re not. Parents say it 
doesn’t matter — except when it 
does. In “Same Family, Different 
Colors,” the issue is simple — except 
when it isn’t.

Author Lori L. Tharps does an 
admirable job dissecting issues of 
prejudice within Asian, Latino, and 
Black communities, but take this as 
a warning: there’s a lot of throat-
clearing here and it takes awhile to 
get to the meat of this book. Once 
there, you’ll be rewarded by stories of 
pain, careful parenting, history and 
science, and of everyday people who 
seem determined to change prejudi-
cial perceptions but it may already 
be common-sense to you, especially 
if you’ve lived it. Still, though there’s 
a sunshine-and-flowers ending here, 
the overall tone of the book offers a 
good bit of hope.

Readers who sigh over incessant 
racial questions about themselves or 
their children may find much food for 
thought here. Anyone else wanting 
to know what to do (or not to do) in 
issues of race, color, and appearance 
will see that “Same Family, Different 
Colors,” now out in paperback, will 
check a lot of boxes.

‘Colorism’ at work 
and at play

Book cover of “Same Family, Differ-
ent Colors” by Lori L. Tharps

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
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  Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
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NYC 
Expo & Conference
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nycElderCareExpo.com
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By Alexandra Simon
She’s a reggae music trailblazer.
The purveyor of the Queens-based 

record store and independent music 
label VP Records Patricia Chin, has 
been a forerunner in helping drive 
reggae and dancehall music into the 
international scene. Her contribu-
tions were recently celebrated at the 
Chinese American Museum in Los 
Angeles earlier this month, and by 
Medgar Evers College, where she 
received their Pinnacle Award. The 
80-year-old music enthusiast shared 

her gratitude for the recognitions.
“I feel very blessed and honored 

that people are seeing some of the 
things I’ve achieved and what I’ve 
done for the last 60 years — I really 
feel good about it,” said Chin.

She said she loved what the col-
lege was doing in regards to the Car-
ibbean community and was thrilled 
to be a part of that.

“I didn’t know too much about the 
college but now I see what programs 
it offers and how the college really 
reaches out to minorities to help 

them and I was very inspired. The 
college is very much supportive of 
the Caribbean culture and that’s why 
I accepted my award.”

Chin co-founded the label with 
her late husband Victor Chin as 
a small record shop in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Together they created a 
store for Jamaican artists to record 
and put out disks.

“The neighborhood we were in 
had many people who just wanted 
to sing or had frustrations that they 

VP Records co-founder receives Pinnacle Award

Patricia Chin founded VP with her husband Victor in Kingston, Jamaica. VP Records 

Continued on Page 54

By Tangerine Clarke
Beauty is only skin deep and this 

holds true for 19-year Vena Mookram, 
Miss World Guyana 2017. However, she 
is not only beautiful but she is passion-
ate about a cause dear to her heart. She 
is on a crusade to save as many people 
as possible from becoming victims of 
diabetes, a disease that has taken the 
life of one grandmother and is now 
affecting another.

During a recent exclusive interview 
with Caribbean Life at Zen Lounge in 
Queens, the 5’ 7” tall beauty queen 
spoke passionately about using Diabe-
tes Prevention as her ‘Beauty with a 
Purpose’ platform, when she competes 
at the Miss World 2017 Pageant on Nov. 
18 in China.

By Alexandra Simon
A recognition for a crisis in the Carib-

bean.
The Trinidadian and Tobago Film Fes-

tival came to a close last week and the 
Amnesty International Human Rights 
Prize went to “Cargo,” a Bahamian film 
about the Haitian migration crisis. Its 
filmmaker Kareem Mortimer was thrilled 

Miss World Guyana 
2017 in China for 

pageant final

Trinidad & 
Tobago Film 

Awards

Actress Persia White, left, in “Car-
go.” Cargo

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54
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There’s Nothing Holdin’ Me Back

Shawn Mendes

Attention
Charlie Puth

Slow Hands
Niall Horan

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

Look What You Made Me Do
Taylor Swift

Strip That Down
Liam Payne Feat. Quavo

Unforgettable
French Montana Feat. Swae Lee

1-800-273-8255
Logic Feat. Alessia Cara...

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

What About Us
P!nk

Perception
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Greatest Hits
Tom Petty And The Heartbreakers

Heaven Upside Down
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Phantom Anthem
August Burns Red
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Imagine Dragons
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Liam Gallagher
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Jeremy Camp

Presented by
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at the honor and said his project 
speaks to a larger story to tell. 

“It feels incredible and not 
even for me, but for the film 
— because it’s important for 
films to raise awareness about 
things that are important for 
us and our community,” he 
said.

Although he was not one 
of the deciding judges for his 
award, he has an idea as to why 
his film stoodout among oth-
ers and the type of message it 
brought to the light. 

“I think all over the world 
there’s a sort of a migration 
crisis happening and a type of 
language we use for migrants 
and sources, and this is hap-
pening all over the Caribbean, 
Africa, Europe — and it’s a glo-
bal topic,” said Mortimer. 

The film ‘Cargo’ is based in 
The Bahamas and highlights 
the issues surrounding Haitian 
migration to the island and 
the United States. In the film, 
two characters battle between 
doing what they believe in, and 
doing what they think is right. 
And the issues it explores 
expands beyond the Caribbean, 
added Mortimer.

“I think the specificity of 
‘Cargo’ being a Bahamian film 

and its universal appeal maybe 
why the judges chose it,” he 
said.

He recalled being a child and 
seeing the bodies of Haitian 
migrants brought by waves 
to beaches in The Bahamas 
all over local news, and that 
imagery stuck with him even 
into adulthood and eventually 
inspiring this film.

“The crisis has been hap-
pening for a long time. I grew 
up in The Bahamas and I 
remember the first time I saw 
a dead body and it was a news 
footage of bodies ashore,” said 
Mortimer. “A lot of those bod-
ies had to be buried in mass 
graves and there was no one 
there to claim them, and it was 
a shocking experience for me 
at nine years old.”

wanted to sing about, and we 
were happy to create an avenue 
for them to get it out there,” 
said Chin. “It was always full 
with many artists but we start-
ed very small in an eight by 10 
room.”

But despite the humble 
beginnings, VP Records would 
grow into a big distributor 
of Jamaican music records. 
And many big artists such as 
Beenie Man, Augustus Pablo, 
and  Shaggy recorded some 
of their first records at their 
studios.

When the Chins brought 
their record store to the states, 
they set up shop in Queens 
hoping to spread their brand. 
They encountered some strug-
gles here and there, but main-
tained their level of branding 
to eventually become a main-
stay.

And she is a certified expert in 

the genres. Even if someone can-
not recall a specific song title or 
artist, Chin can recognize what 
it is just by hearing a simple 
rhythm.

“Even if you don’t know a 
name, just hum it and I can tell 
you. I can do this for every sing-
er,” she said.

She recalls her love for music 
when she fell in love with her 
husband and continues to cher-
ish the art form.

“I love Dennis Brown, Roots 
Reggae, Sizzla, Augustus Pablo. 
I have a wide selection of Pablo. 
Music is the most powerful tool 
that really speaks and brings peo-
ple together. It just makes you feel 
so good — you can feel depressed 
but you dance, you can forget 
about your problems,  unwind, 
and dance out your frustrations.”

VP Records has locations in 
Miami, Florida as well and con-
tinues to distribute records all 
around the world.

CHIN UP
Continued from Page 53 

Filmmaker Kareem Mortim-
er’s fi lm “Cargo” was award-
ed with the Amnesty Inter-
national Human Rights Prize 
at the Trinidad and Tobago 
fi lm festival. In the fi lm, one 
of the main characters com-
mits to smuggling Haitian 
migrants for a living. Cargo

Bahamamian 
film wins 

award
Continued from Page 53 

The fitness enthusiast said 
beauty with a purpose meas-
ures how much you give back 
to your community, as such, 
she has conducted outreach 
programs in Essequibo and 
Berbice, and recorded pub-
lic service announcements 
to promote healthy lifestyle 
and exercise, and to remind 
citizens of the dangers of 
diabetes. 

“I encourage those affect-
ed, to take their insulin, and 
I tell others to get tested, 
stay on a healthy diet and 
get into a regimen of physi-
cal activity. This will go a 
long way,” said the pageant 
contestant. 

“I take this personally, 
that is the reason my focus 
is on intervention.”

“I always thought pag-
eantry was only about glitz 
and glamour but when I won 
the crown I realized how 
much hard work it takes 
to uphold the standards of 
Miss World Guyana,” said 
the graduate of Guyana’s top 
schools, Bishop’s High, and 
Queens College. 

“It has been a wonder-
ful opportunity so far. I 
am only 19 years old and 
to have learned so much in 
such a short time is phe-
nomenal,” added Mookram, 

who completed the Carib-
bean Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE), and 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Guyana to study busi-
ness to follow in the foot-
steps of her parents who are 
entrepreneurs. 

Miss World Guyana 2017 
in China for pageant final

Continued from Page 53 

VP Records co-founder, Patricia “Miss Pat” Chin did not 
know she would be running one of the largest Jamaican 
record distrubors in the world. VP Records 

Miss World Guyana 2017 
Vena Mookram, strikes a 
pose for a photo opportu-
nity.

Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Kam Williams
In 1887, 24-year-old Abdul 

Karim (Ali Fazal) moved from 
India to England where he 
found work as a waiter at Queen 
Victoria’s (Judi Dench) Golden 
Jubilee. Soon after starting at 
Windsor Castle, he caught the 
eye of the lonely monarch.

In fact, she was so taken with 
her Muslim manservant that 
she made him her constant 
companion and promoted him 
to “munshi,” Urdu for teacher. 
Not surprisingly, this develop-
ment didn’t sit well with the 

royal court, especially her son, 
Bertie (Eddie Izzard). The heir 
apparent was not only suspi-
cious of the exotic interlop-
er’s intentions but concerned 

about the optics of his widowed 
mum always having a strapping 
young Muslim at her side.

However, Victoria brushed 
aside any objections as racial 

prejudice, and kept Abdul as 
her trusted confidant until she 
passed away in 1901. Based on 
Shrabani Basu’s best seller of the 
same, “Victoria & Abdul” chroni-

cles the unlikely friendship 
forged between her majesty and 
a doting, devoted subject. Direct-
ed by two-time, Oscar-nominee 
Stephen Frears (for The Queen 
and The Grifters), this “mostly 
true tale” revisits the relationship 
as a dramedy whose comedic ele-
ments work far better than its 
dramatic ones.

Dame Judi Dench, who won 
an Academy award for playing 
Queen Elizabeth, is again at 
her best, here, as an imperi-
ous, if vulnerable, Queen Mum. 
She basically plays an empa-
thetic visionary adrift in a sea 
of intolerance swarming with 
British bigots too blinded by 
hate to begin to appreciate a 
mild-mannered foreigner with 
strange customs.

The picture’s transparent 
message about brotherhood is 
delivered in too heavy-handed 
a fashion to take seriously. Nev-
ertheless, the movie’s lighter 
moments generate just enough 
laughs to make the movie worth 
the investment.

A syrupy sweet reminiscence 
of an enduring, platonic fellow-
ship forged across generational, 
color, class, cultural and reli-
gious lines.

“Victoria & Abdul”
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Rated PG-13 for profanity 
and mature themes
In English, Hindi and 
Urdu with subtitles
Running time: 111 min-
utes
Production Studio: BBC 
Films / Working Title 
Films / Perfect World Pic-
tures
Distributor: Focus Fea-
tures

Queen Victoria, Muslim manservant’s friendship

Queen Victoria’s (Judi Dench) and Abdul Karim (Ali Fazal) in the movie “Victoria & Abdul.’
 www.rottentomatoes.com

Aida’s Secrets (Unrat-
ed) Inspirational doc-
umentary about the 
reunion in Canada of 
a Holocaust survivor, 
raised as an orphan in 
Israel, with his mother 
and brother 70 years after they were 
separated at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp. (In English and Hebrew 
with subtitles)

The Bachelors (Unrated) Romantic 
comedy about a widower (J.K. Sim-
mons) and son (Josh Wiggins) who 
both find love after moving across 
country for a fresh start in the wake 
of their wife/mother’s untimely death. 
With Julie Delpy, Jae Head, Harold Per-
rineau, Odeya Rush and Kevin Dunn.

Dealt (Unrated) Sleight of hand 
biopic about card shark Richard Turn-
er, a world-renowned magician who 
happens to be completely blind.

Jane (Unrated) Prestige biopic about 
primatologist Jane Goodall, featuring 
a treasure trove of unseen footage 
shot in the wild by her cameraman/
husband Hugo van Lawick.

Never Here (R for profanity and 
sexuality) Suspense thriller about a 
shutterbug (Mireille Eros) who photo-
graphs strangers until some disturbing 
events indicate that someone’s watch-
ing her. With Gotran Visnjic, Vincent 
Piazza and the late Sam Shepard.

The Work (Unrated) Rehabilitation 
documentary examining the criminal 
justice system from the perspectives 
of three Folsom prison inmates par-
ticipating in a four-day, group therapy 
session.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Geostorm (PG-13 for action, vio-

lence and scenes of mass destruction) 
Apocalyptic thriller chronicling the 
catastrophic climate change which 
ensues in the wake of a man-made 
effort to engineer the weather via sat-
ellites in response to global warming. 
Ensemble cast features Gerard Butler, 
Ed Harris, Abbie Cornish, Andy Gar-
cia, Mare Winningham and Jeremy 
Ray Taylor.

Only the Brave (PG-13 for mature 
themes, profanity, sexual references 
and drug use) Bittersweet profile of 
the Granite Mountain Hotshots, the 
elite team of fire jumpers that lost 
19 members in an Arizona wildfire 
in June of 2013. Co-starring Jennifer 
Connelly, Josh Brolin, Miles Teller, Jeff 
Bridges and Andie MacDowell.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US ON NOVEMBER 16TH

Paradise Catering Hall

To order your seats, please visit https://caribbean2017impact.eventbrite.com
If you have any questions please contact Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or email at jstern@cnglocal.com

CARIBBEAN AMERICANS OF DISTINCTION
Chanel Adams
Jonathan Agarrat
Melinda Alexis-Hayes 
Shinese Brathwaite
Amarimba Charles 
Narine Dat Sookram
Carole Delinois
Soraya Denis
Lalita Etwaroo 
Daniela Fifi 
Sharon Gordon

Rose Graham
Ingrid Griffi th 
Dr. Christopher Hackett
Dr. Grace Hackett
Andel Husbands 
Justice Ingrid Joseph
Aminta Kilawan-Narine, Esq. 
Shani Kulture
Wayne S. McKenzie 
Linda McPherson
Danny & Shelly Mohabir

Ashley Murray
Wenford Patrick Simpson 
Hon. Bahaati Pitt 
Ravi Ramkeesoon 
Guilaine Regis 
Winette Saunders
Cyril “Scorcher” Thomas
Angela Sealy 
Leticia Theodore-Greene 
Margarette Tropnas
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SPORTS

By Graham Dunbar
ZURICH (AP)— Four-time cham-

pion Italy will have to beat Sweden in 
a European playoff to qualify for its 
15th straight World Cup.

A regular at every World Cup since 
1958, the Italians were drawn Tuesday 
to play in Sweden in the first leg of the 

playoff on Nov. 10.
“A World Cup without Italy isn’t a 

World Cup,” said Italy team manager 
Gabriele Oriali, representing coach 
Gian Piero Ventura at the draw at 
FIFA headquarters.

Still, Oriali — who played on Italy’s 
1982 winning team — cautioned that 

“history and tradition don’t go out 
onto the pitch.”

In other pairings, it was: North-
ern Ireland vs. Switzerland; Croatia 
vs. Greece; and Denmark vs. Ireland. 
The first legs will be played from Nov. 
9-11, with the return games from 

Italy to face Sweden in World Cup playoffs

Italy’s Lorenzo Insigne controls the ball during the World Cup Group G qualifying soccer match between 
Albania and Italy at Loro Borici stadium, in Shkoder, northern Albania, Monday, Oct. 9, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Hektor Pustina

Continued on Page 58

By Azad Ali
The West Indies selectors have named 

an unchanged West Indies squad to 
Zimbabwe for a two-Test series that 
begins later this month.

The 16-member squad which will be 
led by Captain Jason Holder recently 
performed encouragingly in England, 
losing the Test series 2-1 but pulled off 
their first win in the host country in 17 
years in the second Test at Headingley.

Chairman of the selectors Courtney 
Browne said the selection panel has 

By Azad Ali
West Indies stars in the Twenty20 

format may be among the interna-
tional cricketers set to play in a novel 
Twenty10 concept, which was launched 
in the United Araba Emirates (UAE) 
last week.

The UAE is set to create history 
in December through the Twenty10 
Cricket League to be held at the Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium.

This tournament will be the shortest 

Selectors name 
Windies squad

Novel 
Twenty10 
concept

Pakistan’s Shahid Afridi walks after 
losing his wicket against India dur-
ing the ICC World Twenty20 2016 
cricket match at Eden Gardens in 
Kolkata, India, Saturday, March 19, 
2016. 
 Associated Press / Bernat Armangue, File

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

SOCCERSOCCER
BATTLEBATTLE
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By Azad Ali
West Indies Twenty20 star Kieron Pol-

lard will lead Bloem City Blazers in South 
Africa’s Twenty20 Global League which 
bowls off in the South African country next 
month.

The hard-hitting Trinidadian all-round-
er, a fixture in most of the major Twenty20 
leagues, also captains Barbados Tridents in 
the Caribbean Premier League (CPL).

Former West Indies Hhead Coach Phil 
Simmons said the 30-year-old had many 
qualities that have made him an obvious 
candidate for the job.

He said Pollard is a World Cup winning 

player and has won numerous Twenty20 
domestic titles across the globe adding that 
his leadership is a vital asset to the Bloem 
City Blazers.

Pollard led Tridents to the 2014 CPL title, 
and has also led Mumbai Indians at stages 
during the Indian Premier League (IPL).

He has also led West Indies in two One-
Day Internationals. 

Pollard is one of three high-profile West 
Indies players in this year’s competition 
with superstar opener Chris Gayle play-
ing for Cape Town Knight Riders and 
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo signed up for 
Pretoria Mavericks.

version in the history of cricket to be 
played by international players and it 
is getting the backing by cricket leg-
ends around the world.

The Twenty10 Cricket League was 
launched through a colorful func-
tion at the JW Marriot Marquis Hotel 
which is expected to create a new 
trend in world cricket.

Shaji Yl Mulk, chairman of the 
league feels the concept which he 
created will go on to make history 
adding it is a defining moment in the 
history of cricket.

Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi said 
it is a format to introduce cricket to 
new people.

England captain Eoin Morgan 
said he is looking forward to play in 
Twenty10 cricket, saying the concept 
is exciting.

The event which was approved by 
the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) supported by Emirates Cricket 
Board will be held from Dec. 21-24.

agreed to send the same Test squad 
that toured England to visit Zimba-
bwe.

“The dedication, commitment and 
focus in their preparation and dur-
ing the series in England showed 
immense character for such a young 
team in very difficult conditions 
against World-class competition,” he 
said.

Prior two the two Tests against 
Zimbabwe West Indies will play a 
three-day tour match against Zimba-
bwe A starting on Oct. 15.

The first Test begins on Oct. 21 
and the second Test from Oct. 29 - 
Nov.2 at the Queen’s Sports Club in 
Bulawayo. 

Twenty10 
competition

Windies 
squadNov. 12-14.

The four winners will enter the World 
Cup draw on Dec. 1 at the State Kremlin 
Palace in Moscow.

Sweden got the opponent which 
coaches of the other three unseeded 
teams all said they wanted to avoid.

“If it’s worst or easiest or whatever, it 
doesn’t matter today because it’s Italy 
we’re going to play,” Sweden coach Janne 
Andersson said.

Four years ago, Sweden also got a 
tough draw and was eliminated by Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s three second-leg goals 
for Portugal in Stockholm.

Switzerland was the highest-ranked 
team in the draw, and won nine straight 
games in qualifying until a final and 

decisive loss to Portugal this month.
“I feel their qualification group was 

possibly one of the easier groups,” North-
ern Ireland coach Michael O’Neill said. 
“It’s a game I believe we can win.”

Northern Ireland has not been at a 
World Cup since 1986, and its neighbor 
has missed three straight editions — 
including elimination in a controversial 
November 2009 playoff against France.

Ireland coach Martin O’Neill said he 
was also pleased to avoid Croatia’s “star-
studded side” to play a Denmark team 
coached by Age Hareide, a former team-
mate 35 years ago.

Martin O’Neill picked out Christian 
Eriksen, the in-form Tottenham play-
maker, as a danger ahead of a first leg in 
Copenhagen.

“If you consider the Danish run just 

recently, he has masterminded nearly all 
their proceedings,” Martin O’Neill said.

Croatia and Greece, which both came 
through playoffs to qualify for the 2014 
World Cup, could generate the most 
heated atmosphere of the four pairings.

“There is a great rivalry between both 
countries,” said Michael Skibbe, the 
German coach of Greece, who said his 
team’s style of tough defense and coun-
ter-attacks matched well with Croatia’s 
stylish midfield.

“Maybe this is for us quite a good 
choice,” Skibbe said. “Every player of my 
team knows exactly what the opponent 
is going to do. They will not surprise 
us.”

The eight teams had the best records 
as runners-up in the nine European 
qualifying groups.

ITALY, SWEDEN IN PLAYOFFS

Sweden’s Mikael Lustig, left, challenges for the ball with Netherland’s Ryan Babel during a World Cup Group A 
soccer qualifying match between the Netherlands and Sweden at the ArenA stadium in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017.  Associated Press / Peter Dejong

Continued from Page 57 

West Indies’ bowler Jason Holder.
 Associated Press / Arnulfo Franco

Continued from Page 57 
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West Indies cricketer Kieron Pollard 
bats during a practice match against 
Bangladesh Cricket Board XI, in 
Khulna, Bangladesh. 
 Associated Press / A.M. Ahad, File

Pollard to lead Bloem City Blazers
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By Nelson A. King
Three Brooklyn-based, Vin-

centian-born sisters recently 
collaborated with James Cord-
ice, the architect behind St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines’ 
participation in the illustrious 
Penn Relays in Philadelphia, 
and the umbrella Vincentian 
group in the United States in 
hosting what they described 
as a very successful fundrais-
ing Prayer Breakfast in aid of 
Vincentian athletes compet-
ing in the annual relay car-
nival.

“Many Vincentian and Car-
ibbean natives enjoyed a beau-
tiful day of worship, singing, 
meeting new and old friends, 
while enjoying a mouth-
watering breakfast, which 
they haven’t had in a long 
time, with local foods from 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines,” Yvette Deshong, one 
of the three sisters, known 
as the “Friends of COSAGO,” 
the umbrella group, told Car-
ibbean Life about the event, 
which took place at the Friends 
of Crown Heights Educational 
Center in Brooklyn.

COSAGO is the acronym for 
Council of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Organizations, 

U.S.A., Inc. The other sisters 
are Evelyn and Rosita Des-
hong. 

The Deshong sisters, along 
with their compatriot Clau-
dette Thomas-Butler, have 
been coordinating the Prayer 
Breakfast for the past five 
years. Thomas-Butler did not 
participate this year. 

“The breakfast was great,” 
Yvette Deshong said. “Every-
one, who came out to support 
the event, said they enjoyed 
everything about it. It was 
great to see the support we 
got for the kids for the Penn 
Relays team. I’m proud to be 
part of it.

“Most of all, we met three 
past athletes from the Penn 
Relay games,” continued Des-
hong about the athletes – 
Zenron Chance, Kilon Kirby 
and Rodgike Thorpe – who 
are current students at Kings-
borough Community College 
in Brooklyn. “They informed 
us that participating in the 
games helped them to shine 
to their full potential.

“They also said that they 
learned how to give back to 
their community, because a 
very large community has 
helped them by supporting 

the fundraising breakfast,” 
she continued. 

Deshong said patrons feast-
ed on, among other things 
coconut dumpling, roast 
breadfruit, stewed pork, boiled 
and fried plantain, blackfish, 
rice and peas, ham, smoked 
herring, saltfish cake, turkey 

sausage, bakes and boiled pro-
visions. They washed them 
down with ginger and sorrel 
beers, and mauby. 

In her message, Dr. Roxie 
Irish, a youth minister at the 
Miracle Temple Ministries in 
the Brownsville section of 
Brooklyn, challenged patrons 

to “REST in the Lord, because 
we already know the outcome; 
ENGAGE God in your circum-
stances, because He is more 
than able; LEARN who God 
is, because he is excellent, 
competent, all-powerful; and 
YIELD to God’s Lordship, 
because He requires it.”

Prayer breakfast to aid Vincentian athletes

James Cordice with former Vincentian Penn Relays athletes, now athletes at Kingsborough 
Community College in Brooklyn. From left: Zenron Chance, James Cordice, Kilon Kirby and 
Rodgike Thorpe. Velda Ashton

WE SHIP TO EVERY 
CARIBBEAN ISLAND

REDUCED RATES TO 
HURRICANE AFFECTED:

FOR EXCELLENT RATES CONTACT US:
147-46 176th Street Jamaica NY 11434

(at the back of DMV)

718-244-SHIP (7447)
Transcontinental 

718-341-2900
ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

USVI

JAMAICA

BAHAMAS

ANTIGUA

GRENADA

GUYANA

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

ST. VINCENT

ST. MARTIN

ST. KITTS

BVI

CAYMAN 
ISLANDS

U.S. VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

BARBADOS

BELIZE

HAITI

PANAMA

DOMINICA

TRINIDAD & 
TOBAGO

ST. LUCIA

NICARAGUA

BERMUDA

PUERTO RICO



60    Caribbean Life, Oct. 20–Oct. 26, 2017 BQ

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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