
www.caribbeanlifenews.com Nov. 17–Nov. 23, 2017

FREE

QUEENS/LONG ISLAND/BRONX/MANHATTAN

By Bert Wilkinson
In the Caribbean fight to 

make Britain and other former 
European slave-trading nations 
pay reparations for slavery, one 
thing is becoming quite clear. 
Britain has absolutely no inten-
tion of owning up to its part 
in the cruel transatlantic slave 
trade that killed more than 
10 million Africans. Instead it 
wants to talk about coopera-
tion, not reparations.

In the past week, the Brit-
ish Minister of State for Car-
ibbean and Commonwealth 
Affairs, Lord Tariq Ahmad 
made this plain and clear in a 
swing through Jamaica as he 
responded to calls for Britain 
to own up for its part in slavery 
and its effects which linger in 
various forms of Caribbean life 
to this day.

Lord Ahmand argued that 
the region would be making a 
big mistake to continue fight-
ing for reparations or compen-
sation from Britain. Rather he 
said, the island and the Car-
ibbean should focus more on 
leveraging its common heritage 
the two sides share.

“I think it’s not important 
looking back in history. It’s 

about looking forward and 
that’s where my focus is on 
this visit,” said Ahmad told the 
Gleaner Newspaper. “It’s impor-
tant that we now move forward 
on to a positive agenda of what 
exists and the opportunities 
which exist. My visit here is not 
to look back in history, but to 
help chart an even richer asso-
ciation between Britain and 
Jamaica,” he said.

His remarks echo that of 
former British Prime Minister 
David Cameron who had made 
similar remarks on a visit to 
the very same island in 2015. 
He had also suggested that 
the region should not expect a 
cent of money from the Brit-
ish territory but rather periodic 
releases of development aid like 
the Sterling 300M London gave 
the region for infrastructural 
works. The minister appeared 
to concentrate more on playing 
up close relations with Jamaica 
and the region rather than the 
task at hand.

“If you look at the context of 
modern slavery, our prime min-
ister (Theresa May) has been 
quite clear. We must look at 
where we are today. I think, his-

NO PAY 
FOR 

SLAVERY
Britain talks cooperation, 

not reparations in Jamaica

Haitian entertainment
Singer Nathalie Batista Puente engages the audience of Haitian educators during 
an evening of Haitian musical heritage at the Kinanm Lounge. See story on Page 
45. Photo by Tequila Minsky

By Nelson A. King
As the Trump administra-

tion weighs whether to end 
Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) for thousands of Hai-
tians and Salvadorans, three 
members of the United States 
Congress are preparing legis-
lation that would allow every 
TPS recipient to apply for per-
manent residency. 

The bill, dubbed the ASPIRE 
Act, would let every person 
covered by TPS before Jan. 1, 
2017 to apply for permanent 
residency by proving before 
a judge that they would face 
extreme hardship if forced to 
return home, reported the 
Miami Herald on Monday. 

“The Temporary Protected 
Status program was created 
with bipartisan support to pro-
tect human life,” said New York 
Democratic Congresswoman, 
Yvette Clarke, the daughter of 
Jamaican immigrants, who 
plans to introduce the legisla-
tion with Miami Republican 
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen and Washington 
Democratic Congresswoman 
Pramila Jayapal. 

“It advances American inter-
ests and values, and we must 
work in a bipartisan manner to 
do the right thing and protect 
hardworking immigrants from 
being sent back to countries, 
where their physical well-being 

could be cast into doubt,” 
added Clarke, who represents 
the predominantly Caribbean 
9th Congressional District in 
Brooklyn.

The bill also creates a new 
form of “protected status” for 
TPS recipients who have been 
in the United States for at least 
five years, according to the 
Herald.

It said that instead of wait-
ing for renewal or revocation of 
their status every 18 months, 
current TPS recipients would 
be able to stay in the US for 
a renewable six-year period, 
though they would not be eli-
gible for permanent residency 

Haitian TPS recipients may get a lifeline

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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By Nelson A. King
Antigua and Barbuda Ambassa-

dor to the United States, Sir Ronald 
Sanders, says the links between the 
United States and his are “long, 
strong and enduring.”

In addressing a church service 
at the Holy Comforter Episcopal 
Church in Washington, D.C., on 
Sunday, marking the 36th anni-
versary of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
independence, Sir Ronald observed 
that the links between the two 
countries “existed before the inde-
pendence of the United States from 
Britain in 1776,” according to a 
statement from the government of 
Antigua and Barbuda.  

“Antigua always was, and 
remains today, a strong trading 
partner with the United States,” he 
said. “Evidence of the commitment 
to those trade links was Antigua’s 
resistance to British Navigation 
Acts that sought to punish the 
United States after 1776 by prohib-
iting trade with its colonies in the 
Caribbean. 

Between 1784 and 1787, it took 
Horatio Nelson and a fleet of British 
military ships to enforce Antigua’s 
refusal to comply with the trade 
embargo against the newly-inde-
pendent United States of America”, 
he added. “Nelson is recorded as 
saying that the Antiguan colonists 
are as great rebels as ever were in 
America, had they the power to 
show it.” 

Like many other nations in the 
Caribbean, Sanders said Antigua’s 
desire for independence was inspired 
by the United American States, stat-
ing that he noble ideas, expounded 
by Thomas Jefferson and John Dick-
inson in 1775 “resounded across 
those many centuries,” including 
that Americans were “resolved to 
die freemen rather than to live as 
slaves.” 

He said that “it is no passing 
coincidence that 36 years ago, the 
framers of the Independence Consti-
tution of Antigua and Barbuda, laid 
down similar principles to those set 
out in the United States Declaration 
of Independence, especially that all 
men are entitled to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” 

Antigua 
envoy: 
Links to 

US ‘long, 
strong’

By Nelson A. King
Several Caribbean legislators in Brook-

lyn on Saturday, Veteran’s Day, paid tribute 
to veterans, calling for continued commit-
ment to supporting “our brave heroes.”

“Very few things warm the heart quite 
like seeing a military member reunit-
ing with family after returning home 
from deployment,” said New York State 
Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte, the 
daughter of Haitian immigrants who rep-
resents the 42nd Assembly District in 
Brooklyn. “These indelible images encap-
sulate a beautiful moment, as joyous chil-
dren jump into the arms of their mothers 
or fathers and families are made whole 
again. 

“This Veterans Day — Nov. 11 — let’s 
recognize the brave men and women who 
served our great country and let them 
know we’re committed to providing them 
the support they earned,” added Bichotte, 
the first Haitian American from New York 
City to be elected to New York State 
Assembly. “Because when the celebration 
ends and our eyes have dried after these 
emotional homecomings, we sometimes 
forget the struggles veterans face transi-
tioning back to civilian life. 

“For many, they are left to cope with 
physical and psychological challenges 
brought on by their service protecting 
our country and the freedoms we hold 
so dear,” Bichotte continued. “I wanted 
to take time today to say, ‘thank you’ to 
everyone who has served our country with 
honor. “Your bravery and sacrifice are 
beyond measure, and I salute you today 
and every day.” 

She noted that New York State is 
“proudly home” to one of the largest vet-
eran populations in the country, with over 
900,000 veterans residing in the “Empire 
State.”

But she said, “unfortunately, homeless-
ness is an all-too-common occurrence, 
as 11 percent of America’s adult homeless 
population is comprised of veterans, with 
many more considered at risk,” adding 
that homelessness among the veteran 
community affects all races, genders and 
ages. 

She said the vast majority of homeless 
veterans are male, with women veter-
ans the fastest-growing demographic of 
homeless veterans in America.

Bichotte said 45 percent of homeless 
veterans are African-American or Hispan-
ic, with half under the age of 50. 

“The freedoms we enjoy should remind 
us of just how much veterans mean to 
this country,” she said. “While we should 
be thanking them each day, Veterans 
Day is one reminder to reflect on their 
sacrifices. 

“It’s a day to educate ourselves on eve-
rything they’ve done for this great nation,” 
she added. “Have a conversation with a 
local veteran. Listen to their stories.” 

As Caribbean Americans on Satur-
day spent Veteran’s Day at home with 
their families, New York City Councilman 
Jumaane Williams, the son of Grenadian 
immigrants, urged all to remember “all 
of the men and women deployed overseas 
who do not have that same luxury. 

“We should do this not as a tacit 
approval of war and violence but to 
pay homage to those who answered 
their country’s call to service, many 
of whom still feel dishonored by the 
treatment they receive when they come 
back home,” said Williams, who rep-
resents the predominantly Caribbean 
45th Assembly District in Brooklyn. 

“I have had the honor and privilege 
of working alongside veterans in my 
time as a City Council Member, most 

recently in passing a law that prohib-
its discrimination here in our city on 
the basis of veteran status and military 
history,” added Williams, deputy leader 
of the City Council and candidate for 
Speaker of the Council. “It was clear to 
me that far too often, we thank veter-
ans with our words but not our actions. 
Too many veterans feel abandoned and 
alone, with government not fulfilling 
their end of the contract made. I have 
heard their stories and seen their pain. 

“I have deep, profound respect for all 
of you, including members of my family, 
and especially for my brother, Matthew 
Williams, who joined the United States 
Navy this year,” Williams continued. 
“I stand in appreciation of all of those, 
past and present, who have chosen to 
serve our nation in uniform. 

“As we celebrate today [Saturday], 
we should not forget that Veteran’s Day 
takes its origin from Armistice Day, 
marking the end of World War I,” he 
said. “In other words, Veteran’s Day was 
born from a celebration of peace. May 
we always work toward achieving that 
peace, both at home and abroad.”

New York State Assemblywoman 
Assemblywoman Diana C. Richardson, 
the daughter of Aruban and St. Martin 
immigrants, wished “everyone a safe 
and peaceful Veterans Day, as we honor 
those who have served in the Armed 
Forces, fighting for our country. 

“This is a time when we can reflect 
on the many sacrifices made to main-
tain our freedom and liberties,” said 
the representative of the 43rd Assembly 
District in Brooklyn in a brief state-
ment. “We recognize the strength, 
commitment and bravery of the coura-
geous men and women who have served 
this nation.”

A member of Veterans for Peace performs as he marches during the annual Veterans Day parade in New York, 
Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017.  Associated Press / Andres Kudacki

Carib pols pay tribute to veterans
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Caribbean
The Eastern Caribbean Central Bank 

(ECCB) will be releasing a new EC$50 
banknote honoring the late governor Sir 
Dwight Venner.

The $50 bill, which was approved at 
the ECCB Monetary Council’s recent 
meeting as a permanent tribute to Sir 
Dwight’s legacy, will feature his likeness 
and will replace the bill that bears the 
Brimstone Fort in St. Kitts and the Piton 
Fort in St. Lucia.

Sir Dwight served as 
ECCB governor from 
December 1989 until 
November 2015. He 
died a year later, after 
26 years of service in his position at the 
ECCB that serves as Central Bank for 
Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grena-
da, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, St. Kitts and Nevis, Montserrat, 
Anguilla and the British Virgin Islands.

The St. Kitts-based ECCB said in a 
statement that Sir Dwight had served 
ECCB member countries and the wider 
Caribbean with distinction.

The $50 note is the second highest 
denomination of the EC currency in cir-
culation, which makes it a fitting mark of 
respect to Sir Dwight.

The ECCB did not give a date for the 
release of the new bank note. 

Barbados
The Barbados economy remains on a 

downward track with the island’s foreign 
reserves in a worse position despite oner-
ous tax measures introduced in the last 
budget.

This is according to acting Central 
Bank Governor Cleviston Haynes, who 
said that despite the economy posted 
a modest 1.4 percent growth during 
the first nine months 
of the year and raked in 
an additional Bds$98.6 
million (US$49.3 mil-
lion) in tax revenues, 
the foreign reserves was way below the 
international benchmark of 12 weeks of 
imports and the fiscal deficit was still 
too high.

In his report, which outlined the 
country’s performance for the first nine 
months of the year, international reserves 
plummeted to just 8.6 weeks of imports 
or Bds$549.7 million (US$274.85 mil-
lion), putting more pressure on the sta-
bility of the Barbados dollar.

Haynes said the Government’s overall 
debt had climbed to 144 percent of gross 
domestic product (GDP), with current 
expenditure increasing by Bds $13.9 mil-
lion, largely due to an increase in grants 
to public institutions.

He said tough decisions were facing 
the Freundel Stuart administration.

The Central Bank is forecasting 
growth of 1 to 1.5 percent this year, but 
that was largely dependent on whether 

large scale tourism-related project got off 
the ground.

Dominica
The European Union (EU) is provid-

ing an additional £500,000 in humani-
tarian aid to Dominica following the 
destruction caused by Hurricane Maria 
in October.

The additional aid will provide imme-
diate shelter and household material 
for 5,000 families. Shelter kits, as well 
as housing repair materials, training 
and technical support 
will be provided to the 
most vulnerable whose 
homes have been dam-
aged.

EU ambassador to 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS), Daniel Tramacere said 
the European Union has been commit-
ted since the very beginning to support 
Dominica after the tragedy.

“We are now committed to further 
assist Dominica in early recovery and 
reconstruction,” she said.

This additional humanitarian aid 
complements an initial grant of £250,000 
which was allocated in October to allevi-
ate the affected population’s most urgent 
needs.

On Sept. 18, Maria, a category 5 hur-
ricane slammed into Dominica leaving 
more than 70,000 people in need of 
urgent relief.

Guyana
The Guyana government said it was 

exploring the possibility of sharing an oil-
processing facility with Suriname.

Natural Resources Minister Raphael 
Trotman said discussion had taken place 
with Suriname about 
the possibility of Guy-
ana establishing a joint 
industrial center or site 
to service both coun-
tries.

Trotman, who recently visited the 
neighboring country, said the possibil-
ity of sharing a processing facility was 
proposed during meetings with his Suri-
namese counterpart and the mnister of 
finance.

The government has already said it 
would not be interested in establishing 
an oil refinery at this time, but has sig-
naled its intention to support the private 
sector toward this end.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government is inviting 

Israelis to explore investment opportuni-
ties in the Caribbean island.

Ambassador to the United States 
Audrey Marks in addressing members 
of the B’nai B’rith International Center 
for Human Rights and Public Policy 
at its headquarters in Washington DC 
recently, urged members who have inter-
est in trade and investment to organize a 
delegation to Jamaica to look at prospects 
in the areas of information and commu-

nications technology (IT), agro-process-
ing, medical tourism and infrastructure 
development.

She told the audience that Jamaica is 
open and ready for business and there 
are avenues through which partnerships 
between Jamaican and Israeli investors 
could be forged and also be exploited.

The ambassador said over the last five 
years, a stable economy has been main-
tained noting that Jamaica has been 
listed as having the 
best-performing stock 
market in the world 
in 2015 and was rated 
among the 10 best most 
improved economies in the world.

Marks said the Government of Jamai-
ca is committed to working with “our 
Israeli counterpart to ensure that our 
bilateral partnership continues to grow 
from strength to strength.”

The diplomat said she has already 
started discussions regarding a youth 
exchange program.

Founded in New York in October 1843 
by German Jewish immigrants, the B’nai 
B’rith International is the world’s oldest 
Jewish organization.

St. Lucia
Caribbean countries will have to adopt 

new measures to deal with the impact of 
climate change.

This is according to Dr James Fletcher, 
a former St Lucia government minister 

Bolt strikes pose in Japan
Usain Bolt of Jamaica gestures with maiko, or an apprentice geisha, and children during a promotional event in Kyoto, western Ja-

pan, Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017. Bolt says he has no regrets about retiring and is confi dent his world records will stand for at least another 

15 years. The only sprinter to capture the 100 and 200 titles at three consecutive Olympics, Bolt retired last month after the world 

championships in London. He leaves the sport holding the world record of 9.58 seconds in the 100 meters and 19.19 in the 200. 

 Yosuke Mizuno / Kyodo News via Associated Press

Continued on Page 16
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By George Alleyne
Two retired permanent sec-

retaries want Barbados to go 
to the International Monetary 
Fund for assistance but to do 
so under local terms properly 
proposed and specific to this 
country’s recovery needs so the 
plans will be accepted.

Against the backdrop of a 
deficit at provisional figures of 
5.5 percent of gross national 
product and foreign exchange 
reserves that have dwindled 
to $549.7 million, equivalent 
to only 8.6 weeks of imports 
William Layne and Frederick 
Forde are saying that Barba-
dos engaging in an IMF pro-
gramme is a good idea, but 
only if government can do so 
on its own draft plan.

Faced with an economy that 
continues to decline, many 
economists have been saying 
that the island should seek an 
IMF deal, which would result 
in much needed funding at 
favourable interest rates for 
a recovery programme being 
available.

The call on Tuesday, Nov. 7 by 
the two respected former sen-
ior civil servants came while an 
IMF team is visiting Barbados 

conducting its annual Article IV 
Consultation exercise in which 
the international body’s officials 
quiz government and private sec-
tor officials in making an assess-
ment of the economy .

Former Ministry of Finance 
Permanent Secretary William 
Layne told an Institute of Char-
tered Accountants panel discus-
sion Tuesday an added incentive 
to seeking help through the IMF 
is that government will have to 
act on whatever plans are agreed 

upon and follow them to the 
letter.     

“Governments in the region 
only take action under an IMF 
programme... We just do not 
make difficult decisions in the 
Caribbean.

“So it is best if you have your 
own programme and you go to 
the IMF. Then you have to pass 
tests,” he said, and added, “the 
type of decisions that have to be 
made will not be made by the 
government of Barbados outside 
of an IMF programme.”

He cited Jamaica, Grena-
da and St. Kitts and Nevis as 
regional territories that went to 
the IMF with their own terms 
and successfully ran economic 
recovery programmes.

“They did an IMF programme 
which was home-grown. They 
went to the fund and said this 
is what we are supposed to do, 
could you give us funding. And 
they kept to it.”

He pointed out that “St .Kitts 
repaid ... the fund at least six 
months ahead of time because 
they were so successful in the 
programme.”

“That’s the only way because 
you have to then meet the 
requirements of the fund and 

the discipline,” continued the 
former head civil servant for this 
country’s finances.

Forde, a former Ministry of 
Agriculture permanent secre-
tary, made clear that he does 
not favour the IMF but while 
expressing a belief that  going 
to the institution is necessary 
now, he advised that Barbadian 
officials must dismiss any idea of 
devaluation of the dollar.

“I am not a big fan of IMF 
but if you develop your own pro-
gramme and you’re going to dis-
cuss with they your programme 
and get funding, there is no 
problem,” he said.

Forde, who is also a former 
deputy auditor general added, 
“but don’t let them give us a pro-
gramme. We collaborated with 
them before in 1991 and basical-
ly we had a good collaboration. 

IMF for Barbados yes, but…

Retired Permanent Secretary Agriculture, Frederick Forde.
 Photo by George Alleyne

Retired Permanent Sec-
retary of Finance, William 
Layne. Photo by George Alleyne
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PROMO CODE: SCORE
See macys.com/deals for online exclusions

$10 OFF 20% OFF

TIME TO CASH IN!  USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY NOW.
EVEN ON TOP OF COUPONS & SALE PRICES.  See below.

BLACK FRIDAY PREVIEW SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 11/16-11/21/2017. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE PRICES AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/2/18,  
EXCEPT AS NOTED.

YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD may not be: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. If a purchase used to accumulate 
Macy’s Money is returned, your return may result in a reduction of the value of your Macy’s Money Reward Card and/or a reduction of your total refund amount. The remaining balance of your Macy’s Money 
Reward Card will reflect the Macy’s Money amount you qualify for after deducting the returned item(s) from your original purchase amount. See the back of your card for the expiration date.
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torically, if you look at the ties between 
our two countries, they are very strong. 
We have great strengths. I think it’s 
important that we now move forward on 
to a positive agenda of what exists and 
the opportunities which exist.”

His remarks come as the umbrel-
la Caribbean Reparations Commission 
(CRC) is preparing to respond to replies 
from European nations for a high level 
summit meeting with regional leaders 
and to begin talks about how reparation 
payments will be made.

Several governments including Spain, 
The Netherlands, France and Britain 
have replied to the demand letters from 
Barbados Prime Minister Freundel Stu-
art as the regional leader for the issue.

Leaders have said that they will try 
their very best to have a negotiated 
settlement to the reparations issue but 
they have already latched on to the back 
up plan by hiring a British firm, which 
had won millions in payments from 
Britain after its soldiers had slaughtered 
hundreds of Kenyan tribesmen during 
the colonial era. Lord Ahmad also vis-
ited Trinidad and Barbados during his 
rather low key Caribbean swing.

If the two sides can’t agree on a way 
to deal with reparations, the matter 
would be referred to the World Court 
in The Netherland for a once and for 
all settlement but for now, leaders and 
commission representatives are almost 
strictly talking about a negotiated set-
tlement.

In the past week as well, Commission 
head and University of the West Indies 
Vice-Chancellor Sir Hilary Beckles 
added a new dimension to the fight by 
calling on Europe to launch a US-styled 
Marshal Plan to rebuild nations rav-
aged by hurricanes Irma and Maria. The 
United States had drafted and helped to 
implement the plan to rebuild Europe 
after the last world war.

Reparations 
case may go 

to World Court
Continued from Page 1 

if they cannot prove extreme hardship.  
Clarke’s proposal is more expan-

sive than a bill sponsored by Miami 
Republican Congressman Carlos Cur-
belo that would provide a path to per-
manent residency for TPS recipients 
from Haiti, Nicaragua, El Salvador and 
Honduras who arrived in the US before 
Jan. 13, 2011, the Herald said. It said 
Ros-Lehtinen and Miami Republican 
Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart have 
signed on to Curbelo’s bill.

The ASPIRE Act would also correct 
what Clarke’s office calls an “error” in 
existing law that requires TPS recipi-
ents who arrived in the US illegally to 
leave the US and reenter to adjust their 
status, the Herald said. 

Instead, it said, a TPS designation 
would be enough of a reason to apply 
for permanent residency without hav-
ing to leave the country.

Last week, the Trump administra-
tion announced that TPS for about 
2,000 Nicaraguans will end in January 
2019, while about 60,000 Hondurans 
will get a six-month TPS extension 
until July 2018, instead of the typical 
18 months. 

The US Department of Homeland 
Security is yet to announce a decision 
for Haiti and El Salvador. A decision on 
Haiti must be made by Thanksgiving, 
Nov. 23, the Herald said.

Clarke said her bill could attract 

Republican support because it does 
not automatically give TPS recipients 
a path to permanent residency. A judge 
must find that a TPS recipient would 
face extreme hardship if they return 
home.

“We’re not handing out green cards 
here,” said Clarke’s spokeswoman 
Christine Bennett.

With the bulk of Haiti’s 50,000 TPS 
recipients residing in Florida, every 
member of Congress who represents 
South Florida is in favor of extending 
TPS for Haiti, the Herald said. 

But it said the Trump administra-
tion is hesitant to embrace any immi-
gration policies that expand immi-
grant protections, noting that TPS 
was always meant to be a temporary 
solution for people affected by natural 
disasters or armed conflict. 

While TPS is a major issue in Flor-
ida, Ros-Lehtinen questioned how 
much the Republic-controlled Con-
gress cares about the program, which 
affects over 300,000 people.

“I spoke yesterday about TPS, had 
hardly anyone ask me about it. I spoke 
again today about TPS, radio silence 
from my colleagues,” Ros-Lehtinen 
said last week. “There’s just no inter-
est for immigration reform generally, 
and I don’t think there’s much appetite 
to help these two particular groups of 
people. It hurts to say it but it’s the 
political reality.”

Clarke to co-sponsor new bill
Continued from Page 1 

British Minister of State for Caribbe-
an and Commonwealth Affairs, Lord 
Tariq Ahmad. 
 Associated Press / Frank Augstein
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Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

WestburyToyota.com

WESTBURY

TOYOTA

WHY

CHOOSE

     Because we at Westbury Toyota believe in
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
We are partnered with:

• General Needs to help homeless
veterans on Long Island

• Annual Street Wheelz Car Show
   to raise Breast Cancer Awareness
• Island Harvest to feed local families in need
• Ronald McDonald House to provide housing

and care for families with children
battling cancer

• Toys for Tots to contribute to less fortunate
children and enable them to experience
the joy of Christmas

• And many more!

     Because we at Westbury Toyota understand that
LOYALTY IS EARNED, so we created
“The Best Way” rewards program just for you. Every 
time you service with us or direct a friend, family mem-
ber or coworker to us who buys a car, you are rewarded
with down payment points toward your next vehicle
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings 
and much more!

     Because we at Westbury Toyota 
do not make empty promises. We promise to 
TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT, just as we would
a member of our own family. We promise to provide the 
information required to make an informed decision.
We promise to always offer a fair deal.

     We at Westbury Toyota invite you to visit us and
see why “The Best Way” is the only way to buy and 
service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
informative and WORTH YOUR TIME!
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By Kristin Igusky and Kevin 
Kennedy, World Resources 
Institute, Washington DC

WASHINGTON DC, Nov 13 
2017 (IPS) - Even after Presi-
dent Trump announced his 
intention to pull the United 
States out of the Paris Agree-
ment, much of the country is 
moving forward with climate 
action anyway. According to 
new analysis, more than 2,500 
non-federal actors represent-
ing more than half the U.S. 
economy—including cities, 
counties, states, businesses 
and more—have pledged their 
support for the Paris Agree-
ment goals. If these actors 
were their own country, they’d 
be the world’s third-largest 
economy.

This research is present-
ed in a report by America’s 
Pledge, a new initiative led 
by California Governor Jerry 
Brown and UN Special Envoy 
on Cities and Climate Michael 
Bloomberg to quantify the cli-
mate actions and recent com-
mitments from non-federal 
actors. WRI, along with the 
Rocky Mountain Institute and 
CDP, conducted the analy-
sis for the Phase 1 Ameri-
ca’s Pledge Report released at 
COP23 in Bonn, Germany.

Here are some other key 
findings on the progression of 
U.S. climate action:

American States, 
Cities and Businesses 
Are Reducing 
Emissions

In addition to the 10 states 
with cap-and-trade programs 
and 96 U.S. businesses using 
internal carbon prices, our 
analysis shows that non-feder-
al actors are already reducing 

emissions from major sectors. 
For example:

• Electricity Generation: 
Twenty-nine states, represent-
ing more than half (56 per-
cent) of retail electricity sales 
in the country, have man-
datory renewable portfolio 
standards, with nine others 
setting voluntary renewable 
energy goals.

• Transportation: Thir-
ty U.S. cities have commit-
ted $10 billion to purchase 
114,000 electric vehicles (EVs) 
for their municipal fleets—a 
number roughly equivalent to 
all the EVs sold in the coun-
try in the first eight months 
of 2017.

• Building and Industrial 
Energy Use: More than 400 
companies, representing more 
than 13 percent of total U.S. 
commercial building space, 
and almost 2,600 industri-
al facilities have voluntar-
ily committed to reduce their 
energy use through the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Bet-
ter Buildings / Better Plants 
program.

• Methane Emissions: 
Methane is up to 36 times 
more potent than CO2 and is 
emitted from several sources, 
including landfills. Twenty 
states have bond, grant, loan 
or rebate programs that sup-
port development of landfill 
gas-to-energy projects, which 
capture methane to use for 
electricity generation.

• Hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) 
Emissions: HFCs are up to 
12,000 times more potent 
than CO2 and are used in 
refrigeration, air-condition-
ing, building insulation and 
other applications. Forty-
three supermarkets have 

committed to reducing their 
HFC emissions, with 533 indi-
vidual stores becoming certi-
fied under this program since 
2008.

• Land-use and Forestry: 
More than 3,000 communities 
are implementing urban for-
estry measures through Tree 
City USA, including maintain-
ing a tree board or department 
and having a community tree 
ordinance.

The Low-carbon 
Transition Is Taking 
Off in Several Key 
Sectors

Cleaner energy and electric 
transportation are emerging 
as not just emissions-reduc-
tion leaders, but cost-sav-
ings leaders as well. Within 
the electricity sector, coal is 
no longer competitive with 
cheaper renewable energy and 
natural gas, thanks to state-
level clean energy mandates, 
declining clean technology 
costs, low-cost and cleaner-
burning natural gas, citizen 
mobilization against dirty 
power plants and Congres-
sionally approved renewable 

tax credits.
For example, in August 

2017, the Department of Ener-
gy announced that its “Sun-
Shot” target to make solar 
power cost competitive with 
conventional forms of ener-
gy had been met three years 
early.

Within the buildings sec-
tor, energy efficiency gains 
have outpaced most official 
projections: Since 2005, the 
EIA’s estimate for 2025 total 
energy use by U.S. buildings 
has dropped by more than 20 
percent. The transportation 
sector has overtaken electrici-
ty as the largest source of U.S. 
emissions, but is also poten-
tially on the cusp of major 
change. For example, electric 
vehicles are widely anticipated 
to be less expensive and have 
lower lifetime costs than con-
ventional vehicles by 2025-29.

Decarbonization 
and GDP Growth 
Are Happening 
Simultaneously

Falling clean technology pric-
es, emerging innovations, and 
actions by states, cities and busi-

nesses have helped reduce U.S. 
net greenhouse gas emissions 
by 11.5 percent between 2005 
and 2015, while the economy 
grew by 15 percent over that 
period. This has allowed states, 
businesses and cities to take 
on steeper emissions-reduction 
targets and accelerated renew-
able energy commitments. For 
example, nine Northeastern 
states have implemented the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Ini-
tiative (RGGI) to create a mar-
ket-based system that reduces 
electric sector emissions 2.5 
percent a year through 2020. 
RGGI has reduced power sec-
tor CO2 emissions more than 
45 percent since 2005 while the 
region’s per-capita GDP contin-
ued to grow.

In August, RGGI announced 
that it will accelerate emissions 
reductions over the next decade 
to provide an additional 30 per-
cent cap on 2030 power sector 
emissions, compared to 2020 
levels.

We Still Need More
Across the United States, 

governors, mayors and busi-
ness leaders are acting to fill the 
climate action void created by 
current federal climate policies. 
With public support and effec-
tive collaboration, they can drive 
U.S. climate action forward.

These efforts, however, must 
accelerate. Sustained action 
by states, cities and businesses 
can help maintain momentum 
going forward and lay the foun-
dation for future re-engagement 
by the federal government after 
2020.

In its next phase of work, the 
America’s Pledge initiative will 
aggregate and quantify the full 
range of potential U.S. non-fed-
eral actions, including how they 
affect our ability to reach the U.S. 
emissions-reduction target. In 
the meantime, expect to see more 
and more non-federal actors step-
ping up for climate action.

OP-EDS

How US is taking climate action without Trump
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Jamaica’s creative commu-
nity is mobilizing this week to 
stage a marathon concert to 
help neighbouring countries 
affected by Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria.

An amalgam of all-genre 
recording artists — gospel, 
reggae, dancehall and soca — 
will donate time and talents 
on Nov. 22, to bolster the relief 
efforts aiding eastern Carib-
bean nations devastated by 
recent weather disasters.

 Endorsed by the Jamaica 
Tourist Board, “Caribbean 
Love Now JAMATHON” tags 
the effort boasting a line-up 
of more than 25 superlative 
Jamaican talents banding 
together to help with the recov-
ery of affected island/nations in 
the Caribbean region.

 “In the spirit of one love, 
one heart, we lend our support 
to the Caribbean Love Now 
JAMATHON benefit concert to 
help our brothers and sisters 
throughout the Caribbean,” 
Donnie Dawson, Jamaica’s act-
ing director of tourism said.

 “Our thoughts and prayers 
remain with our neighbours 
and we will continue to do 
our part in relief and recov-

ery efforts to rebuild these 
islands.” 

“I’ve always felt our response 
to the havoc created by the 
hurricanes was going to be a 
defining moment for the Carib-
bean,” Joe Bogdanovich said. 

Informed by news reports 
that the devastation by the 
hurricanes was catastrophic, 
Bogdanovich, a local business-
man and a team from Jamai-
ca visited Anguilla, Antigua & 
Barbuda and Dominica.

 After meeting with Prime 
Minister Gaston Browne of 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
other government and disaster-
relief experts on both islands, 
Bogdanovich said he felt “even 
more resolute” to raise aware-
ness of the need to support the 
recovery efforts in the islands. 

On his return to Jamaica, 
Bogdanovich reached out to his 
business partners and together 
mobilized to help the nations. 
They sent a first container of 

approximately 13,000 pounds 
of relief supplies and equip-
ment to Dominica’s National 
Emergency Operations Centre. 

They also initiated a drive 
to collect donations of build-
ing and agricultural supplies, 
canned foods, baby foods, dia-
pers, first aid and medical sup-
plies and water. 

 “The people of the islands 
affected by Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria face a very long and 
painful road to recovery.” 

 “Imagine losing everything 
you own, with no place to shel-
ter your family. It was heart-
breaking beyond words.”

Bogdanovich also called 
on performers he previously 
worked with as chairman of the 
annual Reggae Sumfest sum-
mer concert series.

Beenie Man, Bunny Wail-
er; Carlene Davis, Christo-
pher Martin, Etana, Freddie 
McGregor, Jah Cure, Jesse 
Royal, Protoje, Raging Fyah, 

Romain Virgo, Sean Paul, Tau-
rus Riley, Third World, Toots 
and the Maytals and Vegas and 
more than a dozen more artists 
answered the call.

“The line up can only 
be described as magical,” 
Bogdanovich said. 

 As the initiator of the event 

he added: “There is never going 
to be another night where all 
these performers share the 
same stage. I am deeply grate-
ful that not only have the art-
ists answered the call but by 
doing so they prove that the 

Marathon Reggae Benefit to aid neighbours

Bunny Wailer will be among the singers participating in the 
“Caribbean Love Now JAMATHON.” Associated Press / Collin Reid

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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BOFAT
INVESMENT
Pushing the Boundaries of Possible

Bofat Investment Inc. an SEC qualified
company, is raising $5 million for $2 a share.

Bofat is an energy production company
that is in a unique position to be a
staple in the Jamaican economy.

Bofat shows great promise in achieving
high growth rates and substantial profitability.

To learn why and participate in
our offering, go to

IPOFLOW.com
create an account and fill out a subscription 

agreement under Bofat’s deal page.

bofatinvestments@gmail.com
VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

 FEATURING .. . APPLIANCE 
EMPLOYEE PRICING 

HGTV Santa HQ Holiday Parade   NOV. 18 AT 11AM-2PM
Bring the kids and join us for a Festive Holiday Event to Kick-Off the Season! Together we will officially open the HGTV Santa HQ 
with a Santa Parade, formal Ribbon Cutting, strolling holiday entertainment, selfie booth, live music, free craft for kids and more!

Black Friday Shopping   NOV. 23 - NOV. 24
Make a plan to join us Black Friday for that Traditional Shopping Trip to the Mall! All stores will open at 5pm on Thanksgiving Day 
and remain open to 2am Black Friday. The MALL and MANY stores will remain open throughout the night. ALL stores will reopen 
at 9am Friday to 10pm. Watch for Fun, Entertainment, Give-Aways and more…popping up throughout the night and day! Check 
ShopQueensCenter.com and follow us on social media for updates and details.

Breakfast with Santa   DEC. 2 AT 8-10AM AT THE FOOD COURT
Join us for a jolly good time with Santa at our Kids Club Breakfast. Children enjoy 
complimentary breakfast, fun, games and a special visit with Santa himself.

Toy Drive   NOV. 18 - DEC. 10
Queens Center will conduct a toy drive to help local organizations serving families and 
children in need. Please bring an unwrapped, new toy to the Concierge Desk on Level 3 and 
help us help underprivileged children in our community enjoy the holiday season!

Plus watch out for surprise entertainment throughout the Holiday Season!  
Visit ShopQueensCenter.com for more information.

Holiday Festivities
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. NOV. 27th

QUEENS
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. NOV. 29th

QUEENS
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THUR. NOV. 30th

QUEENS
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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By Alexandra Simon
She’s trying to make a big 

wave for the Caribbean.
The newly appointed board 

member of the American Car-
ibbean Maritime Foundation 
(ACMF), a Westchester-based 
charitable organization, is 
setting sights on increasing 
the group’s mission for the 
next generation of Carib-
bean youth. Michelle Nicho-
las, who is the vice president 
of development at Westch-
ester Family Services, said 
she was bringing her passion 
and economical skills to help 
increase interest in Caribbean 
maritime.

“One of my many speci-
alities is in fund-raising and 
marketing, and I will be lend-
ing my expertise to the con-
versation of maritime,” said 
Nicholas. 

A native of Guyana, Nicho-
las said she was exposed to 
the maritime industry at a 
young age through family and 
experiences, and always had 
an interest in it.

“I’m from a country that 
is also known as the land of 
many rivers, so I understand 
the conversation of mari-
time,” she said. “My uncle 

was also a commander for 
the Guyana Coast Guard and 
I had a lot of experiences on 
his ship.”

The ACMF’s function is to 
support the Caribbean Mari-
time University, which is 
headquartered in Kingston, 
Jamaica. Their goal is to raise 
money to provide scholar-
ships for Caribbean students 
interested in building a nau-
tical career, and to provide 
equipment and other neces-
sary tools to develop this edu-
cational process.

Their scholastic aim is one 
of the driving forces behind 
Nicholas’ decision to join the 
team, which she plans uti-
lizing her skills to influence 
their brand process and gain-
ing support from the Carib-
bean community.

“They told me about this 
great organization that was 
looking to sponsor Caribbean 
nationals to be engaged in 
the maritime conversation 
and that’s what connected for 
me,” she said. “Anytime I can 
lend my expertise for some-
thing, for me that’s priceless, 
because I love education and 
for us as Caribbean people to 
get an outside opportunity to 

go forward.”
Part of her job on the board 

entails bringing her market-
ing skill set to promote their 
purpose to potential students, 
managing events, and attract-
ing interest from potential 
donors, said Nicholas.

The organization’s presi-
dent Dr. Geneive Brown-
Metzger said she was thrilled 
to welcome Nicholas to the 
team, and praised her capa-
bilities for what she foresaw 
as her being a key member for 
the group.

“The ACMF is so very pleased 
to have Michelle on our board. 
She brings a needed skill set 
and work ethic to the board,” 
Dr. Brown-Metzger. “She is 
certainly part of the organiza-
tion’s succession plan — some-
one who will ensure the foun-
dation lives on in the years to 
come.”

Nicholas said with the popu-
larity of cruise ships in the 
Caribbean, there are opportu-
nities for the region’s natives to 
attain top positions relating to 
the sea despite many jobs being 
in janitorial and food service. 
But in due time, she and other 
members of ACMF are working 
hard to change this. 

Guyanese appointed to maritime foundation board

Guyanese-American investor Michelle Nicholas was ap-
pointed to the board of the American Caribbean Maritime 
Foundation in October. Michelle A. Nicholas
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Our CoolSculpting Specialist will 
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to achieve your desired results.

This is a limited time  
offer so call us today!
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Paid for by Success Academy Charter Schools

Tell City Hall:  
ALL public school kids need the space to learn.

Next year, these kids could 
lose the schools they love.

SpaceToLearn.org

They attend some of the highest performing schools  

in the state.

But now they face being educationally homeless.  

City Hall is denying 734 public charter school students  

access to public space, even though there are 65,000 

empty seats in school buildings across New York City.
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while addressing participants at a lecture 
on “Climate Change, Caribbean and the 
Paris Agreement- Inextricably Linked.”

He said that Caribbean leaders would 
have to inform their 
various populations that 
they must come to the 
realization that as part 
of the adaptation and 
mitigation measures to 
deal with the impact of climate change 
life cannot continue to be the same.

The lecture is third in a series organ-
ized by the Barbados-based British High 
Commissioner, which was also delivered 
in St Lucia, St Kitts and Barbados.

Suggesting a number of recommen-
dations that people will have to adapt,  
Fletcher said that some regional coun-
tries may have to force the changes on 
citizens by approving legislation to make 
the recommendations mandatory and 
enforceable.

He said government need to legis-
late as policy something like rain water 
harvesting because “we will just have to 
encourage our people to do rain water 
harvesting if we are to effectively deal 
with the expected harsh dry seasons that 
are predicted to occur during the dry sea-
son because of climate change.”

Fletcher, who played an active role 
in the Caribbean’s response to the 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change, 

said home owners should also consider 
installing dual plumbing systems to that 
treated water are used more wisely while 
non-treated water can be used in toilets, 
watering gardens and washing vehicles.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago and the United 

Kingdom have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to share informa-
tion and work on solutions to common 
problems such as human trafficking, 
drugs and guns.

Lord Tariq Ahamad 
Minister of State for the 
Commonwealth and 
United Nations and the 
UK’s special representa-
tive on preventing sexual violence said 
the best message that could be sent to 
terrorists is one of unity and collabora-
tion, facilitated by the singing of the 
MoU.

He said the MoU represented an agree-
ment between T&T and the UK to share 
information on common problems.

Minister of National Security Edmund 
Dillon said an implementation team has 
been put in place to operationalize the 
MoU, which would see a higher level of 
cooperation between both countries.

The MoU was signed at the Interna-
tional Waterfront Center, in Port of Spain 
Trinidad.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible 
for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 11/30/17.

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $43,055, VIN#3LHR645046, $5,225 Due at Inception Includes 1st 
Month Payment, $4,295 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For 
those who qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 11/30/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKZ RESERVE BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $42,930. VIN#2LHBL53357. 
$5,270 Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month 
Payment, $4,293 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 11/30/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2014 LINCOLN MKT

Auto, A/C, White, Only 1500 
Miles, Stk#2549F

 $24,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

15 in stock... 
Leasing For 
Much Much 

Less!

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL

COMING SOON...
2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
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By Nelson A. King
Seven weeks since hurricane 

Maria made landfall in Domini-
ca and left widespread destruc-
tion in its wake, the United 
Nations migration agency say 
it has been supporting local 
tradespeople with safe con-
struction skills to repair the 
damage and create conditions 
for a full recovery. 

The UN said on Tuesday that 
one of the first beneficiaries 
to have her house repaired by 
local construction workers 
trained by the UN Internation-
al Organization for Migration 
(IOM) is 31-year-old Tessa Wil-
liams, a mother of three, whose 
eldest child is in a wheelchair 
and youngest still an infant.

“With this house, we have 
ensured that Tessa and her 
children have a safe home,” 
said Jan-Willem Wegdam, IOM’s 
team leader in Dominica. “The 
community sees there is actu-
ally something happening and 
we have completed the training 
of our carpenters on safe con-
struction skills,” he added.

Tessa was chosen by her own 
community to be one of the 
first recipients of the IOM sup-
port, the UN said. 

According to the IOM, 20 
teams of trained local work-
force are repairing the roofs 
of some 400 vulnerable house-
holds, which were moderate-
ly to heavily damaged in the 
storm. They are deployed in 
Wesley, Calibishi and Woodford 
Hill, three of the hardest-hit 
communities on the Caribbean 
island, the IOM said. 

Furthermore, with funding 
from the UN Central Emer-
gency Response Fund and 
the government of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, IOM said it pro-
cured building materials in the 
Dominican Republic in record 
time and brought it to Domi-
nica with the help of the Dutch 
Navy.

The UN said rebuilding hous-
es is also helping address some 
of the tensions in the commu-
nity resulting from prolonged 
stay in makeshift dwellings or 
living in close coexistence with 
relatives or friends. 

The work is also having 
another impact: it is keeping 
many people from migrating 
to neighboring countries in 
search of better opportuni-
ties after losing their homes 
and means of livelihood in the 

aftermath of the hurricane, 
the UN said. 

“Housing projects are 
a great way to keep locals 
from leaving the island, but 
we need stronger funding to 
create as many employment 
opportunities as possible and 
to rebuild the lost dwellings,” 
said Wegdam, adding, “It’s not 
only about having a roof over 
their heads but about creating 

the conditions for a full recov-
ery after a huge disaster.” 

The UN said Dominica was 
hit on Sept. 18 by the Category 
Five Hurricane Maria that dev-
astated the island, with winds 
of nearly 250 km per hour. 

It has been estimated that 
23 percent of buildings were 
destroyed, 39 percent of the 
houses sustained severe dam-
age, and further 28 per cent 

were affected to some degree, 
the UN said.

However, it said sustained 
support is needed on the 
island “as almost 2,000 per-
sons — including the elderly, 
single-female heads of house-
holds and persons with chron-
ic diseases – are still living 
in shelters due to destruc-
tion or severe damage to their 
homes.”

Agency helps Dominica build safe houses

Men unload supplies from a pick-up truck in Salybia, one of the areas hit hard by Hurricane 
Maria in Dominica United Nations

Have You Considered Opening Your Heart
& Home to a Child In Need?

We need your help now. 

853 Longwood Avenue, Bronx, NY 10459
www.sdfs.org

We are looking for foster parents who 
are willing to open their homes and 
hearts to our many children and teens 
in need. If you have ever considered 
sharing the love in your home with a 
foster child in need, you can take an 
easy first step to help them become 
successful in life. Please call Saint 
Dominic’s Family Services at (917) 
645-9145 or 917-645-9157 for more 
information. We will support and 
guide you every step of the way.

¿Has Considerado Abrir tu Corazón y Hogar Para un Niño(a) Necesitado (a)?

Estamos buscando padres de crianza que 
estén dispuestos a abrir sus hogares y 
corazones a nuestros niños y adolescentes 
necesitados. Si alguna vez ha considerado 
compartir el amor en su hogar con un niño 
de crianza, toma el primer paso ahora. 
Llame a Saint Dominics Family Services 
al (917) 645-9145 o 917-645-9157 para 
obtener más información. Le apoyaremos 
y guiaremos en cada paso del camino. 

Estamos buscando padddres de crianza que
Necesitamos su ayuda ahora.
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Pubs: Hamodia, El Espicialito-Brooklyn Edition

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being part of NewYork-Presbyterian. 

We’ve expanded our services and added more world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine.  

They join the skilled doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn

Introducing 

newyork-presbyterian 
brooklyn methodist hospital.

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

Friday: Eliminate varicose veins

Saturday: Walk in the park
Freedom from unsightly and uncomfortable 

varicose veins that fits into your schedule.

VenaCure EVLT® laser treatment eliminates your varicose 
veins in less than an hour, right in your doctor’s office. 
You’ll leave the office looking and feeling great. There is 
no hospital stay, little-to-no downtime, and minimal-to-no 
scarring. For many patients the VenaCure EVLT procedure is 
even covered by insurance. Free yourself of varicose veins 
and varicose pain, without missing a step. For important risk 
information, visit VenaCure-EVLT.com/RiskInfo

Discover more about eliminating varicose veins, contact:

BEFORE & AFTER

VenaCure EVLT 
procedure

VenaCure EVLT is a registered trademark of AngioDynamics®, 
Inc. 2012 ©AngioDynamics, Inc. CAUTION: Federal Law (U.S.) 

restricts the sale of this device by or on the order of a physician.

www.VenaCure-EVLT.comDR. MATTHEW JONES

481 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn 

718-237-4067
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By George Alleyne
As International Anti-Cor-

ruption Day, Dec. 9, draws 
closer calls are getting louder 
for Barbados to convert into 
law the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act that has passed 
through all procedural chang-
es since 2012 but awaits proc-
lamation.

While jurists, opposition 
politicians and anti-corrup-
tion activists have been raising 
their voice for the legislation 
to be brought into force, the 
only response received from 
the current government that 
introduced the Act as a bill to 
Parliament was a reference to 
a near 70-year-old law which 
Prime Minister Freundel Stu-
art said was sufficient to fight 
corruption on the island.

“In 1929 a bill was passed in 
Parliament which is still the 
law of the land, entitled Pre-
vention of Corruption Act. So 
it is not true to say that this 
is not on the statute books,” 
Stuart has said in response to 
calls to proclaim into law the 
2012 version.

Among the rebuttals the 
prime minister’s reference to 
a law that existed long before 

independence for this island 
was on the cards, and the 
ensuing developments that 
brought it to the status of a 
modern developing country, 
was one from senior auditor 
Andrew Brathwaite.

“That Act is all of six pages, 
including the cover page, and 
a blank first page,” said the 
audit partner of international 
financial management firm 
KPMG as he pointed out the 
simplicity of the 1929 Act tout-
ed by Stuart.

Barbados’ 2012 Act is based 
on model legislation under the 
UN Convention Against Cor-
ruption of 2003 that came into 
force in 2005.

Brathwaite pointed out 
that, “Barbados signed it since 
December 2003, but has not 
yet ratified it. And the way 
that we will ratify it is when 
the 2012 Act is proclaimed, 
because the Convention is a 
Schedule to that Act. So the 
proclamation of the 2012 Act 
will bring the convention into 
force in Barbados.”

Brathwaite noted that the 
Barbados 2012 Act covers cor-
ruption preventative meas-
ures, which include declara-

tion of assets. 
“It is felt that it is more 

effective to try and prevent 
corruption before it occurs, 
than to try and detect it after 
the fact and prosecute it... that 
has caused a bit of consterna-
tion in Barbados, and  else-
where .”

Another call to action on 
the 2012 Act came from mem-
ber of the non-governmental 
organization, Integrity Group 
Barbados, Alicia Archer, who 
said that proclamation on Dec. 
9 would be opportune.

 “We are calling on the gov-
ernment of Barbados to have 
the Prevention of Corruption 
Act that they passed proclaimed 
by the governor general on that 
day. The significance should be 
apparent,” she said.

Archer, an attorney-at-law, 
described the fact that govern-
ment has kept the act off the 
law statute books as ‘quite curi-
ous’, explaining that Barbados 
is signatory to several inter-
national conventions, such as 
the Inter-American Convention 
Against Corruption and the UN 
Convention.

She also observed that the 
Barbados 2012 Act, “specifically 

indentifies implementation of 
those treaties as the objects and 
reasons of the Act”.

Archer said that despite gov-
ernment successfully passing 

the act through both houses 
and committees of Parliament, 
“we are lacking the political 
will to bring the thing to its 
natural conclusion.”

Cries for Barbados anti-corruption law

Senior auditor Andrew Brathwaite. Photo by George Alleyne

Kitchen Cabinets, 
Flooring, Bath 

Vanities, Faucets, 
Exterior and 

Interior Doors, 
Locks and Much 

More, 

FREE 
Kitchen Layout, 

Design and 
Assembly with 

Purchase

7305 New Utrech Ave, Brooklyn NY 11204 
Phone: 718-513-9000 • Fax: 718-513-0001 • Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com 

Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9AM - 6PM; Thur 9AM - 8PM



Caribbean Life, Nov. 17–Nov. 23, 2017 21  BQ

����������	�
����������������
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

����������	
�������
�����
������������������������������� 
Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable health insurance for 
��������	
�������	��	�����������������
�������
����������������
���	���	�����������������������	���������������������!�
Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality, affordable 
health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.
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Visit
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Enrollment Timeframes:
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for coverage that begins January 1, 2018 
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(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
How sweet it is!
A Caribbean juice bar in Pros-

pect Lefferts Gardens recently 
expanded to become a brewery, 
and its latest endeavor is a beer 
made entirely from sugar. The 
owners of House of Juice and 
the new Island to Island Brew-
ery created the Island Squared 
sugarcane beer because they 
wanted a flavor that reminds 
them of the islands, said one 
co-owner.

“We wanted to launch this 
because we really wanted to 
something that was truly Car-

ibbean in the same way we 
make beers and ciders back 
home,” said Danii Oliver.

The high consumption of 
sugarcane in the region makes 
it an appropriate ingredient for 
a Caribbean brewery, said Oliv-
er, adding that it also helps our 
company stand out from other 
local beer producers.

“Sugar cane juice is drunk 
all over the islands, and around 
the world,” she said. “We are a 
different kind of brewery and 
this is something we planned 
to do for the longest time.”

In the usual brewing proc-

ess, grains are cooked until 
they release sugars, and yeast 
ferments that sugar into alco-
hol. Island to Island skips the 
cooking process, pressing sug-
arcane in water and ferment-
ing the result for three weeks. 
Oliver said that this process 
creates a distinctive Caribbean 
flavor.

“It actually doesn’t take 
three weeks but that’s how 
long we wanted it fermented,” 
she said. “We wanted it to have 
a nice strong taste, but still 
get sugarcane flavor with a 
nice quantity of alcohol by vol-

ume.”
Visitors to the brewery’s tap-

room may be puzzled by the 
beer, but they are major fans of 
its peculiar taste, she said.

“They are enthralled by it. 
People have been amazed and 
are really trying to figure out 
how we have a sugar cane beer,” 
said Oliver. “They’re curious 
because there’s no grain in it, 
and shocked that something 
as enjoyable as sugarcane can 
even be made into a beer.”

The House of Juice gained 
experience fermenting by cre-
ating kombucha, ginger beer, 
and apple cider before moving 
into alcoholic beverages. And 
more island-inspired ales are 
on the way, said Oliver, with 
flavors that include soursop, 
quenepas, and sorrel — all 
fruits and snacks commonly 

eaten in the Caribbean.
Between its juices, smooth-

ies, ciders, kombucha, and Car-
ibbean-inspired beers, Island 
to Island hopes to appeal to all 
members of the Little Carib-
bean neighborhood, whether 
they drink alcohol or not, said 
Oliver.

“It’s mission of ours get 
involved with our community 
and give them options when 
they go out to drink and have 
fun,” she said. 

Island to Island Brewery 
[642 Rogers Ave. between 
Parkside and Clarkson avenues 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(646) 769–0490, www.island-
toislandbrewery.com]. Open 
Wednesday, Thursday, 4–9 
pm; Friday, 4 pm–midnight; 
Saturday, 10 am–midnight; 
Sunday, noon–10 pm.

Sugar and spiked

Cane in a bottle: Danii Oliver says that Island to Island Brewery’s sugarcane beer was in-
spired by Caribbean fl avors. Photo by Jason Speakman

All sugar: The Island Squared beer is made from fermented 
sugarcane water. Photo by Jason Speakman

Caribbean brewery unveils sugarcane beer
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They attend some of the highest  

performing schools in the state.

But now they face being educationally  

homeless. City Hall is denying  

734 public charter school students  

access to public space, even though  

there are 65,000 empty seats in  

school buildings across New York City.

Next year, these  
kids could lose the  
schools they love.

Paid for by Success Academy Charter Schools

SpaceToLearn.org Tell City Hall:
 ALL public school kids  
 need the space to learn.

Armored Car Company is seeking Driver/Guards for our New York daily operations. We are a well 
diverse company with business all over the Tri-State. We are looking for dedicated individuals to join 
our team. We are a 24 hour operation, which includes extended hours, weekends and holidays.

Responsibilities include: driving an armored vehicle, guarding, delivering and picking up shipments.

Qualifications: Must be at least 21 years of age and able to lift at least 50 pounds. Able to obtain 
a valid City Of New York Carry Permit for a handgun. Must have a valid State of New York driver’s 
license at least Class D. The 47-hour armed guard course certificate is a plus. A home Premise Permit 
is a plus. Previous armed driver/messenger or related driving experience is a plus.

We offer a competitive salary, benefits including 401(K). Union Subsidized medical benefits tenure 
bonus depending on qualifications and continuous good-stand employment and an employee 
referral program.

Interested Applicants should send their 
resumes to: hr@payomatic.com with the 
subject line “Rapid”. You can also fax them to 
718-366-2577. Only qualified applicants will 
be contacted.

Driver/Guards Wanted

   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Gala4th ANNUAL

FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT

ALEXANDER Y.E.S.
(YOUTH ETIQUETTE FOR SUCCESS)

BLACK TIE AFFAIR
By Alexandra Simon

Many Brooklynites came to support a 
fund-raiser for the island of Saint-Martin 
at the Island to Island Brewery in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens on Nov. 11. The “Push 4 
Ten” event organized by the St. Maarten 
Strong Coalition helped raise money and 
supplies for families affected by Hurricane 
Irma. It was also a chance to shine a light 
on the dire needs of residents on the island 
and other neighboring countries, said an 
organizer of the event.

“Our mission is to bring attention to not 
only Saint Martin, but also to the small-
er Caribbean islands that are struggling, 
because a lot of families no longer have 
homes and will have to start from scratch 
and we need to help them,” said Syrah 
Scott, co-founder of the group.

The aim of the event is to fill 10 barrels 
with clothing, food, and other necessities, 
and they were able to fill one and raised 
more than $1,000.

Saint Martin consists of two French and 
Dutch overseas territories, Saint-Martin 
and Sint Maarten respectively. Scott who 
has family on both sides, says the entire 
island is facing a food insecurity and other 
widespread issues. And their goal is to 
promptly assist. 

“Saint Martin needs food — they are 
struggling because a lot of food pantry’s 
are dry and the storages that hold food 
are destroyed,” she said. “Food can only go 
directly to the homes but a lot of homes 
have no roof, no running water, and no 
electricity.”

Many of the attendees contributed 
material and monetary donations, and 
others came to display an artistic show of 
solidarity, said one woman who commis-
sioned a Mother Nature costume. 

“I wanted to highlight the image of 
Saint Martin and its beauty,” said Patricia 
Ramos. 

Ramos was colorfully adorned in her 
dress, and says her idea for it was inspired 
by what she hopes for the island’s recov-
ery. 

“We have no control over mother nature 
but she is beautiful and we’d like her to 
restore that beauty, and bring back the 
flowers, the trees, insects, and birds to the 
beautiful island.”

The group is also looking to appeal to 
tourists who frequently visit and invest on 
the island.

“80 percent of the island is run by tour-
ism and if it’s not rebuilt, how will the 
island be sustained?,” said Scott. “We know 
a lot of people go and visit their timeshares 
in Saint Martin, and we are actually find-
ing a lot of those people and creating more 
awareness.” 

Scott said the organization was also 
working with local sponsors such as cler-
gy from Christian Cultural Center, and 
The Water Initiative, to help provide and 
restore water for households.

Donations can be made to support the St. 
Maarten Strong Coalition online [ https://
www.gofundme.com/sxmstronger?mc_
cid=c30ad01e35&mc_eid=857bcea522 ] or 
at the following drop-off locations: 

•Faith Mission Christian Fellowship 
Church [160 W 129th St. between Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. and Malcolm X boul-
evards in Manhattan, (212) 662-3661].

•The Church of God 7th Day Pente-
costal [922 St. Marks Ave. between King-
ston and Albany avenues in Brooklyn, 
(718) 221-9718]. 

•Crown Heights Community Media-
tion Center [250 Kingston Ave. between 
St. John’s and Lincoln places in Brook-
lyn, (718) 619-4248].

•Flowers Fyzical Therapy [219-10 
South Conduit Ave. between Springfield 
boulevard and 221st Street in Queens, 
(718) 525-8109].

Locals hold fund-raiser 
for Saint Martin

Guests listen on at Island to Island Brewery’s Push 4 Ten campaign, to raise 
donations for the residents of Saint-Martin and Sint Maarten in Prospect 
Lefferts-Gardens on Nov. 11. Photo by Jason Speakman
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By Nelson A. King
St. Vincent and the Gren-

adines Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, I. Rhonda King, has 
said that since the opening of 
the Argyle International Airport 
(AIA), “there has already been 
an increase in the number of 
visitors arriving by air.”

In her maiden address to 
nationals in Winnipeg, Canada 
on Saturday, marking the 38th 
anniversary of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines political inde-
pendence from Great Britain, 
King said, in July, “we received 
7,518 stay-over visitors; this year 
we had 8,186 - an increase of 
668 in the month of July. 

“Let give thanks for AIA, for 
the vision and tenacity of our 
Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. 
Ralph Gonsalves and his gov-
ernment,” King told the gala 
ceremony, organized by the St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
Association of Winnipeg, Inc. 
“Let us give thanks for the rap-
idly increasing speed of acces-
sibility to our shores. Let us give 
thanks for the new possibilities 
this accessibility will bring. 

“Infrastructure and accessi-
bility are critical components in 
our quest for more sustainable 
development,” she added. “They 

are not optional. Indeed, they 
are imperatives.” 

On Feb. 14, the Gonsalves 
administration opened AIA, the 
nation’s first international air-
port.

King described the airport as 
“a beautiful, state of the art facil-
ity — arguably now the most 
beautiful in the Caribbean.”

The envoy noted that it was 
recently announced that both 
Sunwing and Air Canada Rouge 
will operate flights into AIA dur-
ing this Christmas season. 

She said the application proc-
ess for the additional routes is 
“more difficult in the United 
States and which, apparently, 
could not begin in earnest prior 
to the completion of the actual 
facility.” 

King said Caribbean Airlines 
has now applied for direct access 
to AIA from John F. Kennedy 
International in New York, dis-
closing that other applications 
and negotiations are underway.  

“In the meantime, Caribbean 
Airlines provides an excellent 
service to bridge the gap in this 
interim period,” she said, stating 
that she went home for the sum-
mer, leaving JFK at 7:30 am and 
arriving at AIA before 3 pm on 
that same day.

The diplomat also said nego-
tiations for a United Kingdom 
route “will advance when the 
Buccament Beach Resort reo-
pens and an additional 200 
rooms are made available once 
again.”

Stating that “the issue of citi-
zen security” was on the minds 
of many patrons at the ceremo-
ny, King said “the recent spate of 
deaths by gun violence is cause 
for alarm. 

“I stand here to underscore 
the assurance of the Hon. Prime 
Minister, Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, 
‘our civilization will never allow 
a handful of gunmen and their 
opportunistic allies to hold sway. 
We shall be relentless in pursu-
ing them. Our parliament, cab-
inet, law courts, police force, 
and all other security and law-
enforcement agencies, at home 
and abroad, in communion with 
a supportive people as a whole, 
will defeat these vile threats to 
our citizen security.’” 

King said 50 percent of the 
murders last year and again this 
year were confined to groups 
participating in drug related 
activities, adding that 50 per-
cent of the murders were caused 
by domestic violence, “with the 
exception of the four murders 

last year committed by a men-
tally ill individual.”

“Nevertheless, let us be mind-
ful that the absolute number 
of crimes reported is declining 
annually and is down signifi-
cantly this year with a reduc-
tion, perhaps, of over 40 percent, 
when compared to last year’s 
statistics if we stay on the cur-
rent trajectory,” she said. 

On foreign policy, she said 
the nation’s “very robust,” stat-

ing that recently, it was “our 
robust and effective defense of 
the principle of sovereignty, non-
intervention and non- interfer-
ence at the OAS [Organization of 
American States] that thwarted 
the intentions of the misguided 
to interfere in the politics and 
internal affairs of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela and possi-
bly mount an invasion under the 
falsely manufactured accusations 
of human rights violations.  

Increased visitors to St. Vincent & the Grenadines

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Ambassador to the United 
Nations, I. Rhonda King, fourth from left, with executive 
members of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines Association 
of Winnipeg.  St. Vincent and the Grenadines Mission to the United Nations

Glenwood Senior Center

5701 Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, November 20th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

Weldon Housing

1833 Lexington Avenue
Manhattan, NY

Saturday, November 18th

10:00AM to 5:00PM

Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Tuesday, December 5th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
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SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

By Tangerine Clarke
The management of Qual-

ity Services Beyond Compli-
ance (QSBC) — a commu-
nity rehabilitation program 
for the developmentally disa-
bled- “Gave Thanks” with a 
lavish dinner on Nov. 10, and 
applauded parents for their 
support of the organization, 
geared towards enhancing the 
lives of clients. 

During the enjoyable event 
of giveaways, and a toast to 
its work in the lower level 
of its two-storey building at 
28 Melrose St. in Brooklyn, 
parents learned that love and 
continued good service help to 
improve the lives of their fam-
ily members.

A sign that says “Love Is 
All You Need” is evidence that 
founder of QSBC, Guyanese-
born Gershan Clarke, remains 
steadfast in the promise he 
made 17 years ago, when he 
launched the organization to 
help underserved residents in 
the community. 

Clarke migrated to America, 
30 years ago, and after retir-
ing from his compliance offic-
er post with New York state, 
started a program to give excel-
lent service, and to ensure “we 

are always in compliance, and 
beyond, because of New York 
state auditing mandate.”

“My job was to audit group 
homes and programs that 
served developmentally disa-
bled people,” said Clarke, who 
during the 1980s, discovered 
that many communities were 
underserved, as such, he cre-
ated a grassroots organization, 
targeting these same commu-
nities.

The program, which was 
launched with just five con-
sumers, in 2000, today has 

grown to include approximate-
ly 400 families.

In addition to Medicaid serv-
ice coordination — a program 
that links all-needs services, 
QSBC runs a day rehabilitation 
for persons age 21 to 70, who 
are taught basic academic and 
pre-vocational skills, commu-
nity inclusion, and travel train-
ing to get to limited worksites 
in competitive fields.

The in-home community 
rehabilitation teaches families 
to interact with their disabled 
child. This program also helps 

clients to know their environ-
ment, and become integrated 
into their communities. 

Geared towards residents 
in all of the boroughs, with 
respect and supported employ-
ment in Brooklyn from 10 am 
– 4 pm, QSBC is an agency on 
a mission to provide services 
to all individuals based on the 
principles of respect.

A former teacher in his 
homeland, Clarke taps into the 
school system to bring clients 
into the QSBC program. Serv-
ice coordinators also attend 
fairs, and parent teacher asso-
ciation meetings to let parents 
know these services are avail-
able to their children through-
out the state.

However, there is a wait-
ing list for both the day-rehab 
and residential services, said 
Clarke.

Those already in internship 
programs, volunteer at the Sal-
vation Army and Dollar Deals, 
while employment is available 
for higher functioning clients, 
some who take public trans-
portation independently. 

Barnes and Nobles, Target 
and Marshalls, are work sites, 
where some clients are offered 
employment after evaluation. 

Staff of QSBC who hails 
from Caribbean countries, 
like Jamaica, Trinidad, Guy-
ana, Barbados and Dominican 
Republic, and qualified in the 
field, also meet the work ethic 
standard that is very impor-
tant, said Clarke, adding that 
hands-on, love, patience, and 
care for the disabled, makes a 
big difference.

“At home my mother took 
care of my grandmother and 
my grandmother died at home. 
We are accustomed to tak-
ing care of our families so we 
extend this quality to our pro-
gram,” said Clarke, noting that 
the organization has a close 
relationship with families.

This puts families at ease, 
when clients are in the care of 
our staff. 

Like Dominic Clarke, who 
was inspired by his father to 
join the family business, as 
director of program opera-
tions, other workers believe 
that clients can lead independ-
ent, normal lives with the right 
support.

This shows the level of com-
petence and care offered by 
the organization, that Dominic 
says he joined at the age of 12, 
as the office cleaner. 

Keeping the developmentally disabled safe, loved

In the back-row, left, is Gershon Clarke, founder and presi-
dent of Quality Services Beyond Compliance Inc., center 
back-row, son, Dominic Clarke and right back-row, Faye 
Torrington, with other staff members at the recent Thanks-
giving Luncheon.    Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Tequila Minsky
Queens boasts residents from 120 

countries who speak more than 135 
languages and it celebrates its immi-
grant diversity.

In this unique borough, the Queens 
Ambassador Awards—sponsored by 
Caribbean Life’s sister Times Ledg-
er newspapers—recognized and hon-
ored the invaluable contributions of 
its immigrants. Last week’s Awards 
ceremony at LaGuardia Plaza Hotel 
brought together honorees, families 
and friends in an event that rivals the 
United Nations. 

One awardee is a relative newcomer, 
some have been here for decades; the 
oldest recipient proudly announced she 

was 80.  From business, medicine, the 
arts, helping professions and educators, 
these celebrated immigrants contrib-
ute in all sorts of ways.   Five of the 24 
honorees hailed from the Caribbean.

Haitian-born Elsie Saint Louis 
accepted her award with her mother 
and daughter as well as colleagues 
cheering her on. For 13 years, Saint 
Louis has been the director of the Cam-
bria Heights-based Haitian American 
United for Progress. In her acceptance 
speech Saint Louis made a point how 
important it is to pass on knowledge 
as well as include young people in 
programming and leadership in order 
to provide continuity in this sort of 
work. Multi-service HAUP is an agency 

open to the whole community with its 
adult education, legal services, health 
programs, and services for the mental-
ly disabled, youth services and immi-
grant/refugee assistance and universal 
pre-K. 

Honoree Jamaican-born Annette M. 
Hurd Runcie operates upscale fusion 
restaurant Pa-Nash Restaurant  in 
southeast Queens; it opened in 2013.  
Particularly proud of the Y.E.S. pro-
gram she founded, she spoke about the 
non-profit that provides business, pro-
fessional, social etiquette workshops, 
internships, mentorship and scholar-
ships for youth in the community. 

Dominican taekwondo pro Sandy 
Arias arrived 13 years ago. Having prac-

ticed the martial arts since he was six 
in his home country and a member of 
the National Team before his emigra-
tion, he turned a small storefront in 
Woodside into a taekwondo academy. 
“I work with my students on discipline, 
self-confidence, mental and physical 
well-being,” he says, of the sport’s value. 
His program includes local, state and 
national travel to competitions where 
his students always return with a slew 
of medals. 

Nadine Grigsby relocated from Trini-
dad and Tobago preceding her family by 
five years to advance her education.   After 
working in non-profit world and having 
two children, she opened the Great Start 
Early Learning Program. She says, “I 
know that early childhood education 
impacts children’s entire future.”  She 
also formed the Southeast Queens Day-
care Association, for local day-care pro-
viders to share techniques and resourc-
es. Competing as Mrs. Queens in the 
Mrs. New York State pageant, she says,  
“I make early childhood development my 
pageantry platform.” 

Parker Sarabjeet has been working 
since his emigration from Guyana at the 
age of 16.  At the age of 42, he began to 
volunteer at the food pantry The River 
Fund. This turned into a calling and a 
staff position as logistics manager. He 
is responsible for the warehouse, deliv-
eries, inventory tracking,  and schedul-
ing. He says, “What is important to me 
is helping people learn something new 
every day and helping them to get in 
touch with their own resources.”  

Caribbean-born awardees proudly 
took their place among the stellar immi-
grants in a joyous evening acknowledg-
ing their hard work in becoming a part 
of America. 

Annette M. Hurd Runcie, Jamaican-born, operates Pa-Nash Restaurant, founded Y.E.S., a resource and mentor-
ship program for youth, and is chair of the fi rst Merchant Association for Rosedale, Laurelton and Springfi eld 
Gardens. Photos by Tequila Minsky

Ambassador Awards honor immigrant achievements

From the Dominican Republic, San-
dy Arias, martial arts expert, opened 
his Woodside Taekwondo Academy 
to work with the youth — helping 
them with discipline, exercise and 
opportunities for competing. 

Early childhood education advocate 
and beauty pageant competitor Na-
dine Grigsby is a Caribbean-born 
pioneer who started a network of 
day-care resources. 

It is a multi-generational family affair with honoree Elsie Saint Louis and her daughter Tasha 
with Elsie’s mom. 
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Glenwood Senior Center

5701 Avenue H
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, November 20th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

Forest Hills Senior Center

108-25 62nd Drive
Queens, NY

Tuesday, December 5th

10:30AM to 11:30AM

Quincy Senior Center

625 Quincy Street
Brooklyn, NY

Monday, November 20th

12:00PM to 2:00PM

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR SWITCH 
YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2018. DON’T MISS OUT!

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
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SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM
After 8PM, Sundays & Holidays:

24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560
METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:11/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BLACK FRIDAY BLACK FRIDAY 
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  ALWAYS 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 11/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROKOKOKEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL 
MONTH 
LONG

Y  EVENTY  EVENT
AFFORDABLE. 
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

W
e 
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sh

3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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Join us for

Thanksgiving
Serving a Traditional Three Course Prix Fixe

With Whole Roasted Turkey, Butternut Squash Soup, 
Cranberry Chutney, Sweet Potato And More

A La Carte Menu Also Available
$39.95 per person (kids $16.95)

Accepting Reservations 1 to 7pm

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com  
for more info

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay  

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer

By Nelson A. King 
Stating that 1971 is a “good start-off 

point” for his broadcasting “journey,” 
popular Vincentian broadcaster Fer-
rand “Randy D” Dopwell Saturday night 
recollected his vast experience, thank-
ing nationals in Philadelphia for being 
part of that expedition.

In delivering the keynote address at 
the gala Independence Dinner Dance 
and Awards ceremony, commemorat-
ing the 38th independence anniversary 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, by 
the Philadelphia-based St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Organization of Penn-
sylvania, Inc. (SVGOP), Dopwell said, in 
1971, he migrated from St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines to New York, with the 
sole aim of attending business school.

While attending New York Business 
School, he said all he knew about radio, 
at that time, was “the fascination that 
a man can be somewhere in the world, 
and you can listen to what he is saying, 
via radio.  

“I knew about Bob Connell and Frank 
Rojas, Weston Lewis, Jerry Romain,” he 
told his rapt audience at Penns Landing 
Caterers on the Philadelphia waterfront. 
“There was Dave Elcock in Trinidad. I 
was more interested in soccer in and 
out of school. 

“In [St. Vincent] Grammar School 
[his alma mater], though, you had to 
be in more than one club,” added Dop-
well, who received a proclamation from 
the Council of the City of Philadel-
phia, through Councilwoman Jannie L. 
Blackwell. “So, I joined the Educational 
Tour Club — where I got to know [hon-
oree Judge] Emille Cox a bit better, and 
became his stand-up on stage. I stood 
there, and he made jokes. That was the 
beginning of my on-stage experience. 

Thanks, Emille.” 
While attending business school, 

Dopwell said he worked part time with 
several businesses, as a means of taking 
care of his living expenses  – “the part 
time job that really made a difference in 
this journey is working at the Edison 
Parking at Lincoln centre — New York’s 
Centre for the Performing Arts, Metro-
politan Opera Theatre, Julliard School 
of Music, The Alice Tully Hall, The Phil-
harmonic Hall — where I had a back 
stage pass to all the great shows: Duke 
Ellington, Ray Charles and Stevie Won-
der to name a few; and Frankie Crocker, 
‘The East Coast Rocker,’ was one of the 
MC’s [Master of Ceremonies].

“I was now listening to WLIB, WBLS, 
WWRL — the Black radio stations. 
There was Eddie O’Jay the morning 
announcer on WLIB — he was my 
favourite,” he continued.  

Dopwell said he also liked to “admire 
vehicles,” adding that “there were lots 
to watch at the parking lot.

He said “a white gentleman caught 
me watching his Mercedes and asked 
me if I loved her. Here is how I met Mr. 
Monserrat. 

“That was his name when he intro-
duced himself,” Dopwell said. “I replied, 
‘we’ve an island in the Caribbean named 
Montserrat.’” 

He said Monserrat inquired what 
he was pursuing, but told him that, 
besides business, he was “interested in 
broadcasting.

“He said, ‘great, I’m a producer at 
ABC TV and can get you in as an 
apprentice if you go to RCA School 
for a six-month course,’” Dopwell said. 
“$2,000 was a lot of money. In trying to 
raise that money, it got me into radio 
today — 1973 – 2017.”

Vincy broadcaster recalls 
his long ‘journey’

Veteran Vincentian broadcaster Ferrand “Randy D” Dopwell receives proc-
lamation from Philadelphia Councilwoman Jannie L. Blackwell, fl anked by 
SVGOP offi cials and other dignitaries. Photo by Nelson A. King
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LactoFreedom.com

Take Lacto-Freedom Probiotic 
for ONLY 7 DAYS, 

and get MONTHS of relief!

Enjoy Dairy Without Discomfort!

Prevents gas, bloating, diarrhea, and cramps 
caused by consuming lactose in dairy foods.

Patented and clinically proven.

Caribbean take care our 
own.” 

 “I now also see it as 
a defining moment for 
Jamaican music, as every 
artist we’ve reached out to 
for this benefit concert has 
said “Yes!”Bogdanovich 
added. 

J Boog from Hawaii 
also agreed to support 
the cause. 

He will travel to the 
island to make a live 
appearance.

Crooner Beres Ham-
mond reportedly respond-
ed positively to the request 
and will perform. 

“Beres Hammond 
is one the greatest per-
formers of our time,” 
Bogdanovich said. “He 
is a global superstar and 
the perfect addition to 
our epic line-up. With 
Beres joining JAMATH-
ON, we are adding even 
more power and purpose 
to what is going to be the 
most important event for 
Jamaican music in dec-
ades.”

 “Jamathon will be a 
historic event and I am 
proud that our artists 
have united to help sup-
port our neighbors in 
their time of need.” 

Singer Taurus Riley 
who accompanied him 
on the tour through 
the islands said he was 
shocked at witnessing the 
level of devastation. 

“Gilbert hit Jamaica 
as a category three and 
we struggled to bounce 
back,” the singer said 

about the 1988 local hur-
ricane in his homeland.

 Making comparisons 
with the category five 
destructions Riley added, 
“What these people are 
going through is far from 
our imagination.”

“We have to reach out 
and help.” 

He said, despite the 
pervasive destruction he 
witnessed he was moved 
by the warm welcome 
people on each island 
extended the team.

He said many people 
he spoke with expressed 
appreciation of the inter-
est shown about their 
welfare.

 “That says to me that 
music is a big part of the 
solution. If we can ease 
souls and raise money to 
help these islands, then 
we will have become our 
brothers’ and sisters’ 
keepers.” 

All backed by sax man 
Dean Fraser and an all-
star reggae band, the 
diverse talents have all 
expressed concern about 
the devastation and all 
have waived performance 
fees by donating their tal-
ents.

Many of these artists 
have previously offered 
their talents to benefit 
disaster causes in Africa 
and the Caribbean. 

During the apartheid 
years in South Africa, 
reggae artists were in 
the forefront of per-
forming benefit events. 
Many rallied to help Bia-
fra and Ethiopia during 

droughts there.
In 1988, super-group 

Third World performed 
a benefit concert at John 
Jay College in Brook-
lyn to help the Univer-
sity of the West Indies. 
On that fated Septem-
ber date, calypso artists 
Duke, Swallow and oth-
ers along with rhythm 
and blues singer Melba 
Moore, James Mtume, 
Jocelyn Brown, rappers 
Doug E. Fresh and KRS-
One and others donated 
their talents to benefit 
the Jamaica-based insti-
tution.

In addition to the 
marathon concert an 
online donation website 
has been established to 
accept contributions. 

Slated for the Nation-
al Indoor Sports Centre 
in Kingston -- the venue 
was recently changed to 
the indoor facility -- as a 
precaution for predicted 
inclement weather and 
also to accommodate 
fans across the world for 
a better experience of 
the live concert stream 
from the Reggae Sum-
fest YouTube video chan-
nel.

“The spirit of the peo-
ple remains resolute, we 
will honor that spirit at 
this benefit concert,” 
Bogdanovich said.

For more information 
about the Caribbean 
Love Now JAMATHON 
benefit concert, visit 
caribbeanlovenow.org. 

Catch You On The 
Inside!

JAMATHON benefit concert
Continued from Page 11 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet optionsbuffet oppttiioonns

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net
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1-917-246-2888.
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 NYC ELDER CARE
 Senior Health & Planning 2017
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  NYC ELDER CARE

Hundreds fl ock to second NYC Elder Care Expo

BY LEAH LU
Hundreds of residents from Brooklyn and beyond 
made their way to the Kingsway Ballroom in Marine 
Park on Sunday, Oct. 29 to soak up pointers on plan-
ning for the future at this year’s second Elder Care 
Expo, sponsored by Courier Life, Community News 
Group, and the JCC of Marine Park. The event’s suc-
cess during its fi rst run in March drew newcomers 
and revisiting attendees alike, eager to learn about 
an array of resources available for the elderly.

“We came to fi nd how to protect ourselves as 
old people,” said event-goers Rachel and Sam Rose. 
“This is our fi rst time here, and we wanted to know 

how to plan ahead for 
long-term care.”

The expo housed 
more than 50 vendors 
that provided informa-
tion about services in-
cluding health care, 
home care, insurance, 
wills, trusts, and medi-
cal needs. The diverse 

assembly provided a space for companies to mingle 
with the communities they serve, according to a rep-
resentative.

“You’ve got all constituents here, both providers 
and members,” said Joseph Zephirin from Fidelis 
Care. “We want to make personal connections and 
be a resource. For the services we cannot provide, 
we can refer other businesses because we made con-
tact here and know what they can do.”

It also featured seminars that educated seniors, 
caregivers, and their families on how to take care of 
themselves and their loved ones. 

Topics included:
• Medicaid and Medicare planning, 
• Asset protection and trusts
• Understanding managed long–term care
• Estate planning
• Memory loss in seniors and the elderly

Residents learn about 
services and resources 

for long-term care

ELDERCARE AND EATS: Attendees enjoy lunch between 
seminar sessions. jrathkopf@gmail.com

MEET YOUR HOSTS: Courier Life Publisher Clifford Luster, left, with JCC of Marine Park Assistant Executive Director Yitzy Wein-
berg, CNG Vice-President of Advertising Ralph D’Onofrio, and JCC of Marine Park Executive Director Shea Rubinstein.

CARE FOR EVERYONE: Representatives from Centers Adult Day Care 
spent the day fi elding questions and conversing with attendees at the 
expo. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

HOW-TO GUIDES: Expo attendees were given 
comprehensive guides about the how’s and 
who’s to contact in various situations. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

PROUD TO SERVE: Andrea Misir from Centers Health Care 
poses with a table full of goodies. Centers Health Care at-
tends this expo because it caters to the community they 
serve and allows them to connect with those who can ben-
efi t from their services. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

HOME CARE: Vendors offered information on various ser-
vices, including home health care. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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Aetna 
55 West 125th Street, 
Suite 1300, 
New York, NY 10027
(516) 458–9521

Aetna MLTC
New York State T 
Public Service Commission
90 Church Street
New York, NY 10007
wwwAskPSC.com
(212) 417–6172

The NYS Public Service Comm. regulates the utilities 
in NYS. We ensure that consumers receive safe & ad-
equate service at just and reasonable rates. We advo-
cate on the consumer’s behalf regarding disputes with 
the electric, gas, telephone, and/or water company. 
We also provide information on the utility consumer’s 
rights & responsibilities, energy effi ciency and ways to 
save money on energy bills.”

Advanced Hearing 
NY Inc. 
1270 54th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.advancedhearingny.com
(718) 650–3708

Specialize in audiological evaluations and treatment includ-
ing hearing aids and tinnitus retraining therapy. With care, 
compassion, and an ongoing relationship with our patients, 
we hope to improve the quality of lives by focusing on im-
proving one of the most basic senses: that of hearing.

AllHealth Diagnostic 
& Treatment Center 
1655 East 13th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 339–6300

AllHealth D&TC is an outpatient clinic where a wide range 
of specialties and primary care is offered, so all health-
care needs can be met in one place. We offer quality care 
for every patient, every visit. Services available include 
internal medicine, gastroenterology, pain management, 
podiatry, neurology, cardiology, endocrinology, ENT, der-
matology, psychiatry, psychology, urology, and therapies.

The Allure Group 
691 92nd Street
Brooklyn, NY 11228
www.allurecare.com
(929) 275–0857

Nursing and rehabilitation

Bainbridge ADHC 
3093 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
http://bainbridgedaycares.com
(718) 891–2345 

Licensed by the NYS Department of Health, Bainbridge 
Adult Day Health Care Center is a medical model day 
care serving the needs of the impaired adult by provid-
ing a wide range of services. With our assistance, the 
adult will be able to remain at home in the community. 
Our caring and professional multilingual staff monitor, 
supervise, and support the individual-care plan goals.

Boulevard Health  
Management, LLC
158-13 72nd Avenue Suite 2A 
Fresh Meadows NY 11365
www.boulevardalp.com

Brandywine Living at the Savoy 
55-15 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck NY 11362
www.brandycare.com
(718) 423–7900

Senior Living Community including Independent, ass-
sisted and memory care.

Centers Health Care 
4770 White Plains Road
Bronx, NY 10470
www.centershealthcare.com
(718) 931–9700

Centers Health Care is the largest post-acute health-

care provider in New York, touching nearly 400,000 
lives per year. The CHC continuum encompasses over 
8,000 skilled nursing beds, four home health care 
agencies, the largest private ambulance company in 
New York, a managed care program and numerous 
other services across the post-acute continuum

ClearCaptions 
599 Menlo Dr. Ste. 200
Rocklin, CA 95765
www.cearcaptions.com
(347) 620–8792

Words Matter. ClearCaptions is a federally certifi ed 
provider of captioned telephones, at no cost, for people 
with hearing loss. Certifi ed as a caption telephone 
provider by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC), ClearCaptions offers an innovative suite 
of communication services on a variety of platforms, 
including personal computers, mobile devices, and 
home phones.

EmblemHealth and 
AdvantageCare 
Physicians 
55 Water Street
New York, NY 10041
https://emblemhealth.com
(646) 447–7259 

AdvantageCare Physicians provides preventive, ur-
gent, specialty, and routine care at 36 locations across 
NYC and Long Island. To fi nd a doctor, visit acpny.com. 
EmblemHealth has an 80-year legacy of serving New 
York’s communities with a full range of health plans 
for employers, individuals and families, as well as 
convenient community resources. Visit emblemhealth.
com.

Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield
(917) 757–3224

Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

Genuine Care 
2329 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11210
www.gcareny.com
(718) 875–2273

CDPAP provider 

HamaspikCare
4013 15th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11218
http://hamaspikcare.org
(855) 426–2774

Home care, home attendant services and CDPAP 
agency. Hire your own caregiver, even a family member.

HCS Home Care 
6520 New Utrecht Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.hcshomecare.com
(917) 238–9393

Home care agency

HearUSA 
10455 Riverside Drive 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
www.hearusa.com
(561) 478–8770

HearUSA is a recognized leader in hearing care and is 
partnered with managed care organizations across the 
country. Through its Hearing Care Network of 4,000 
independently practicing audiologists and hearing 
care professionals and its 220 company owned hear-
ing centers, HearUSA administers hearing benefi ts and 
provides related products and services to both third 
party and self referred clients.

Hometeam
50 W. 23rd Street, Ninth fl oor
New York, NY 10010
www.hometeamcare.com
(855) 263–3524

Hometeam is a l icensed home care company 
that is focused on empowering caregivers to 
del iver exceptional in-home care . We provide 
services in Manhat tan , Brooklyn , Queens , and 

Bronx .

Korsinsky and Klein, LLC
2926 Avenue L
Brooklyn, NY 11210
www.kklawfi rm.com
(212) 495–8133

Elder law fi rm.

KTS Pooled Trust  
3011 Avenue K
Brooklyn, NY 11210
http://kstrust.org
(718) 475–5000

KTS Pooled Trust helps disabled and elderly people who 
need Medicaid but are unable to qualify due to excess 
income.

Law Offi ces of Michael L. Kaplan
2911 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.kaplandardis.com
(718) 377–0600

Elder law, medicaid planning, wills, trusts, estates, liti-
gation, mediation

Lock & Key Remedies 
2071 Flatbush Avenue No. 2
Brooklyn NY 11234
www.lkremedies.com
(347) 761–7579

Educating people about their endo-annabinoid system 
of receptors and providing access to plant-derived 
compounds that activate it.

Majestic Eldercare 
1575 50th Street
Brooklyn NY 11209
www.facebook.com/MajesticEldercare/
(718) 676–9606

We are fi nancial consultants for applying for commu-
nity and nursing home Medicaid. We also assist in get-
ting Home care services for our clients.

Michael F. Kanzer 
& Associates, P.C.
2214 Kimball Street
Brooklyn NY 11234
www.kanzerlaw.com
(718) 769–7200

Estate planning and elder law attorney

New York City Police Department
2575 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11223
www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/bureaus/patrol/
precincts/61st-precinct.page
(718) 627–6611

New York City Police Department,
Department for the Aging
2 Lafayette Street
New York, NY 10007
(212) 602–4252

Department for the Aging’s NY Connects Program 
provides information and assistance on long term 
services and supports, available to children and adults 
of all ages, regardless of disability, diagnosis, income 
level, or insurance. To learn more about DFTA’s NY 
Connects Program please call 311 & ask for NY Con-
nects in your borough (Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
Queens, and Staten Island).

New York Life Insurance Company
120 Broadway 
New York, NY 10271
www.newyorklife.com
(212) 669–1694

Our mission is to provide financial security and 
peace of mind through our insurance, annuity and 
financial products and services. By maintaining 
superior financial strength, we protect their future. 
By acting with integrity and humanity, we earn their 
trust and loyalty. That’s why we call ourselves “The 
Company You Keep”

Ohel Children’s Home 

and Family Services
156 B Ninth Street
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
E. 14 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11230
www.ohelfamily.org

(718) 686–3120

Platinum Home 
Health Care 
70 53rd Street 
Brooklyn NY 11232
www.platinumhhc.com/index.php
(718) 616–0800

Providing home health aids and personal care at-
tendants

PSS Home Care 
58-35 Utopia Parkway Suite 1D
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365
www.psshomecare.com
(646) 371–4308

PSS Home Care is a licensed home care agency based 
in New York. We serve families in the fi ve boroughs of 
New York City and Nassau County. Aside from being 
approved as a Licensed Home Care Services Agency 
(LHCSA) by the New York State Department of Health, 
our company is also bonded and insured.

Ronald Fatoullah & Associates
60 Cutter Mill Road, Suite 507
Great Neck, NY 11021
(516) 466–4422

Elder Law Firm

Senior Insurance Solutions
2164 Victory Boulevard
Staten Island NY 10314
(212) 223–5471

Senior insurance solutions.

Stay at 
Home Solutions 
1797 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11230
www.sahsolutions.net
(718) 758–3910

Expert Medicaid planning and consulting: Helping cli-
ents navigate the Medicaid process.

Sunrise Senior Living 
of Mill Basin 
5905 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
www.sunriseseniorliving.com
(718) 444–2600

Assisted living

United Healthcare
77 Water Street
New York, NY 10119
(917) 767–7677

Health care

U S Asset Finders 
29 Heyward Street, Suite 2-R
Brooklyn NY 11249
www.usassetfi nders.com
(718) 522–4294

We locate and claim your lost assets

VillageCareMAX 
12 Charles Street
New York, NY 10014
www.villagecaremax.org
(800) 469–6292

VillageCareMAX Medicaid and Medicare health plans 
are special needs plan designed for members who have 
both Medicare and Medicaid. We work closely with your 
doctors, help set up appointments, arrange for your 
care, monitor your medications, and guide you and 
your family toward the best quality health care options 
available.

Elder Care Services
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You need help. We provide it. It’s that simple.
In New York City, there’s one group that can meet virtually all your needs, and 
that’s Centers Health Care.
 •  Three superior skilled nursing and rehabilitation facilities in Brooklyn
 •  Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug (MAPD) program  
 •  Home Care from personal assistants to skilled nursing and therapy
 •  The most successful post-acute rehabilitation team in Brooklyn  
 •  CDPAP
 •����������	
�������
���������������������	��������������������������
To learn more about all we offer, visit us  
online at www.CentersHealthCare.com

4770 White Plains Rd, Bronx, NY www.facebook.com/CentersHealthCare

Health care for seniors

  NYC ELDER CARE

Seminar focus: Understanding 
Managed Long Term Care

Catered care

BY LEAH LU
Residents concerned about finding a care plan 

that best caters to their nuanced circumstances 
flocked to Juan Sanchez’s seminar, which was ti-
tled “Understanding Managed Long Term Care”.

Sanchez clarified the differences between ser-
vices offered by Medicare, Medicaid, and MLTC 
and fielded questions from the audience about 
specific personal instances to help individuals 
weigh their options.

“Everyone will benefit from a managed care 
plan,” said Sanchez. “While straight Medicaid is 
a government plan, MLTC provides more person-
alized services geared towards complete care co-
ordination.”

Some of the perks of an MLTC plan include a 
concierge-like service that reminds patients of 
checkups, provides transportation when needed, 
and works towards keeping folks at home in a lov-
ing and familiar environment.

“The increased level of stress does play a part 
in their condition,” said Sanchez. “People tend to 
get better quicker at home because they’re sur-
rounded by loved ones and safe in a supportive 
environment versus being institutionalized in 
a long term care facility or hospital,” said San-
chez.

UNDERSTANDING MANAGED LONG TERM CARE: Juan San-
chez gives a seminar on Managed Long Term Care, clarifying 
questions from the audience and discussing individual-spe-
cifi c instances that would benefi t from it. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

LISTEN IN: Attendees pay close attention to Juan Sanchez’s 
seminar on Understanding Managed Long Term Care. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Spreading the news: Juan Sanchez explained the difference 
between a Medicaid plan and Managed Long Term Care. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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By Tequila Minsky
Haitian educators embracing 

their cultural background with oth-
ers filled Kinanm Lounge on a cold 
Saturday night for the warmest 
vibes, immersed in an evening of 
Haitian musical heritage. 

With the backing of musicians 
Gerrard Souffrant (Gto) on sax, 
Steve Deats on percussion and Jean 
Marie Brignol, and Roro Ligonde on 
guitar, Haitian-Cuban singer Natalie 
Batista Puente charmed the crowd 
with her engaging presence adding 

a lot of Cuban spice to her reper-
toire of Haitian folkloric and popu-
lar songs.

Puente is a music teacher in 
Cuba, works with the Ministry of 
Culture there, and has her own Hai-
tian-Cuban performing group Kiba 
Kreyol (Creole Cuba). She attended 
and performed at the October 2017 
Haitian Creole Language & Culture 
Symposium at Brooklyn College. Its 
theme this year was how do Haitians 
manage to maintain their linguis-
tic identity in the Diaspora. She 

performed this last time before her 
return to Cuba. 

Billed as a cultural extravaganza, 
the event was Haitian Educators 
League for Progress’s (HELP) annu-
al fundraiser.

After a long hiatus, the 20+ year-
old organization revived itself after 
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti to pro-
vide training to teachers in Haiti.  

“We hold three days of teach-
er training workshops in different 
cities and three days in Port-au-

Cultural show for teacher training

Haitian-Cuban Nathalie Batista Puente charmed the audience. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued on Page 46

By Alexandra Simon
A legend is now part of the big 

show. 
Reggae legend Beres Hammond is 

officially in the lineup of the star-stud-
ded Caribbean Love Now Jamathon 
set for  Nov. 22 in Kingston, Jamaica. 
The artist will be joining more than 30 
other reggae, dancehall, and soca per-
formers for the benefit concert. With 
his inclusion to the show, organizers 
say his popularity will help garner more 
attention for the show and their mis-
sion, said the organizer of the event Joe 
Bogdanovich.

“Beres Hammond is one the greatest 
performers of our time. He is a global 
superstar and the perfect addition to 
our epic line-up,” said Joe Bogdanov-
ich. “With Beres joining Caribbean 
Love Now Jamathon we are adding 

By Nelson A. King
The Washington-based Institute of 

Caribbean Studies (ICS) says Jamaican 
Reggae singer Etana will be honored with 
the Excellence in the Arts Award at the 
24th annual Caribbean American Herit-
age Awards (CARAH) on Friday, Nov. 17.

ICS said on Monday that CARAH cel-
ebrates the achievements of outstanding 
individuals of Caribbean descent who 
have made extraordinary contributions 
to their fields of expertise. 

Beres Hammond 
joins Jamathon

Etana to be 
honored

Jamaican singer Etana.

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT
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VIBESVIBES



46    Caribbean Life, Nov. 17–Nov. 23, 2017 BQ

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

What About Us
P!nk

Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Attention
Charlie Puth

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

Sorry Not Sorry
Demi Lovato

1-800-273-8255
Logic Feat. Alessia Cara...

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

There’s Nothing Holdin’ Me Back

Shawn Mendes

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat 21 Savage

The Thrill Of It All
Sam Smith

Red Pill Blues
Maroon 5

Texoma Shore
Blake Shelton

Unapologetically
Kelsea Ballerini

Sweet Southern Sugar
Kid Rock

Heartbreak On A Full Moon
Chris Brown

Just The Beginning
Grace VanderWaal

Beautiful Trauma
P!nk

NOW 64
Various Artists

Presented by

wireless

Lee Brice
Lee Brice

TOP 10 
SINGLES

OP 10
NGLESS

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

OP 10
BUMS

ICS will present “these 
prestigious awards” at the JW 
Marriott Hotel in Washington, 

D.C. 
“Etana’s music represents 

and reflects the indomitable 
spirit of the Caribbean, and 
we are truly honored that she 
can join us at the 24th annu-
al CARAH Awards,” said Dr. 
Claire Nelson, the Jamaican-
born founder and president 
of ICS, the CARAH Awards, 
and White House Champion 
of Change. 

“Her music has reached mil-
lions, and her positive messages 
of self-love and resilience make 
her a perfect role model for all 
women – both the young and 
the ripe,” Dr. Nelson added. 

She said Etana has been 
singing since she was eight 
years old, “when her family 
discovered her powerful voice 
while she was singing a hit 
song by Air Supply.”

Not long after she moved 
to the United States, Nelson 
said, adding that, during col-
lege, Etana joined the female 
vocal group Gift. 

“Despite Universal Records’ 
interest in Gift, Etana could 
not conform to negative ster-
eotypes being forced on the 
group,” Nelson said. “So, she 
quit and returned to Jamai-
ca, where she could focus on 
music that reflected her Rasta-
farian ideals.” 

Etana released her debut 

album “The Stronger One in 
2008,” receiving international 
acclaim with her hit “Wrong 
Address,” and two other 
number one singles. 

Nelson said Etana was nom-
inated for the 2008 MOBO 
Awards in the “Best Reggae” 
category. 

Etana’s subsequent albums, 
“Free Expressions” and “Bet-
ter Tomorrow,” were released 
in 2011 and 2013, and followed 
with tours of Europe and the 
United States, respectively.

Most recently, she released 
the album, “I Rise,” which 
peaked at number one on Bill-
board’s Top Reggae Albums in 
2014, where it remained for 
four weeks. 

Etana remains the first 
female to top the reggae bill-
board chart in more than 15 
years, Nelson said. 

In addition to Etana, this year, 
Nelson said ICS will be honoring, 
among others, mining engineer 
and entrepreneur Dr. Glendon 
Archer; world-renowned trans-
plant surgeon Dr. Clive Callend-
er; medicinal chemist, research 
scientist and serial entrepreneur 
Dr. Henry Lowe;  Karl Racine, 
Attorney General of Washing-
ton, D.C.; Jennifer Carroll, first 
Caribbean woman to serve as 
lt. governor of a US state; Nneka 
Norville, BET Corporate Leader; 
Bevil Wooding, internet tech-
nology strategist; and “friend 
of the Caribbean,” New York 
Democratic Congressman Eliot 
Engel. 

Prince,” said Menes Dejoie, an 
active participant and retired 
school psychologist from P.S. 
189 in Crown Heights.

In the past years, 10-15 
teachers have gone to Ft. 
Liberte twice, Petit Goave, 
Leogane, Payen, and the 
northern town of Caricol 
where retired Bronx principal 
Jean Mirvil now is principal of 
a school.

“We split into different 
groups in methodology, math, 
reading, and classroom man-
agement. The teachers in Haiti 
are very receptive and invite 
us back to provide more train-
ing,” Dejoie explains. 

As a volunteer organization 
in which everyone pays their 
own expenses for the trip, 
monies collected help pay for 
supplies, lunches for partici-
pating teachers in Haiti, and 
stipends for some of the Hai-
tian-American participants as 
well as to help other Haitian 

Diaspora centers. 
Puente sang a captivat-

ing and very satisfying set of 
well-known songs including 
Panama m Tombe, Kawolin 
Akawo, Larenn Soley Leve, Fey 
O, when the audience joined 
her in song. Costumed danc-
er Agathina Nozy made her 
entrance and also delighted 
the audience. 

During the break, HELP’s 
president, social studies high 
school teacher Sabine Albert 
elaborated on the work of HELP 
and introduced the board. She 
believes there is a connection to 
the way a state educates its peo-
ple and its politics. She remind-
ed all how rote learning is the 
norm in Haiti. “We’re pushing to 
bring to our colleagues in Haiti 
how to teach critical thinking 
and encourage inquiry. We grap-
ple with this in the U.S.,” she 
admits.

During the second set, there 
was a guest appearance by local 
singer Tiana Ligonde. 

Several audience members 
met the singer Puente this past 
summer on an educational and 
cultural visit to Cuba. Many Hai-
tians left their home country 

during the U.S. Occupation to 
find work as laborers. There is 
a substantial Haitian-Cuban 
Diaspora population in a number 
of cities in Cuba.

HAITIAN VIBES
Continued from Page 45 

Awards
Continued from Page 45 

even more power and purpose 
to what is going to be the most 
important event for Jamai-
can music in decades,” said 
Bogdanovich, founder of Car-
ibbean Love Now.

The talents of other art-
ists such as Sean Paul, Sizzla, 
Fay-Ann Lyons, Bunny Wailer, 
Bunji Garlin, and dozens more, 
will be spotlighted at the show.

Bogdanovich launched the 

Caribbean Love Now relief cam-
paign to garner support from 
businesses and corporations, 
who will assist the long-term 
recovery process in the after-
math of Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria. He organized the con-
cert to support this goal, and 
give the artists and their fans a 
chance to raise awareness and 
show solidarity with their Car-
ibbean neighbors affected by 
the devastating disaster.

Jamathon benefit 
Continued from Page 45 

Fun on a cold Saturday night with dancer Agathina Nozy 
and a charmed audience. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Beres Hammond performs at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casinos’ Hard Rock Live! in Hollywood, Florida.  
 Jeff Daly / Invision / Associated Press
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By Kam Williams
First published in 1936, 

“Murder on the Orient 
Express” revolved around the 
most famous case handled by 
Inspector Hercule Poirot. Cre-
ated by Agatha Christie, the 
Belgian detective appeared in 
33 of her novels, as well as a 
play and over 50 short stories.

This complex crime caper 
was first brought to the big 
screen by Sidney Lumet in a 
fairly faithful adaptation co-
starring Lauren Bacall, Sean 

Connery, Ingrid Bergman, 
Anthony Perkins, Vanessa Red-
grave, Sir John Gielgud, Albert 
Finney and Jacqueline Bisset. 
Bergman won the last of her 
three Oscars for her sterling 
performance as Greta Ohlsson, 
a Swedish nurse.

“Murder on the Orient 
Express 2.0” was directed by 

five-time, Oscar-nominee Ken-
neth Branagh who assembled a 
top-flight cast with an equally-
impressive pedigree. His A-List 
ensemble features Academy 
Award-winners Judi Dench and 
Penelope Cruz, along with 
nominees Michelle Pfeiffer, Wil-
lem Dafoe and Johnny Depp.

Branagh also stars as Poirot, 

sporting a world-class mus-
tache while playing the super 
sleuth with perfect aplomb. 
The visually-captivating cos-
tume drama is perhaps more 
memorable for its breathtak-
ing panoramas than the delib-
erately-paced mystery which 
takes its sweet time to be 
unraveled.

The picture’s point of depar-
ture is Jerusalem, which is 
where we find Poirot paying 
homage at the Wailing Wall 
before boarding a slow boat 
to Istanbul. There, he starts 
soaking in the sights until the 
vacation is cut short by a tel-
egram summoning him back 
to London immediately.

With the help of a fellow 
Belgian who happens to be a 
train company executive (Tom 
Bateman), he secures a berth 
aboard the lavishly-outfitted 
Orient Express for what he 
reasonably expected to be an 
unremarkable three-day trip. 
However, he shifts into detec-
tive mode when an American 
art dealer (Johnny Depp) dies 
soon after expressing a fear of 
being killed.

As Poirot digs deeper and 
deeper for clues, we gradually 
see that each of the 13 passen-
gers had a good reason to want 
the unsavory character dead. 
Sure, everybody’s a suspect, 
but which one’s a murderer?

An Agatha Christie classic 
whodunit solved the old-fash-
ioned way... by the extraordi-
nary deductive reasoning of 
the legendary Hercule Poirot!

“Murder on the Orient 
Express”
Excellent (3.5 stars)
Rated PG-13 for violence, 
ethnic slurs and mature 
themes
In English and French 
with subtitles
Running time: 114 min-
utes
Production Studio: Kin-
berg Genre / The Mark 
Gordon Company
Distributor: 20th Century 
Fox

An Agatha Christie’s classic whodunit!

Oscar-nominee Kenneth Branagh stars as Inspector Hercule Poirot in “Murder on the Ori-
ent Express.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Atomic Homefront
(Unrated) Eye-opening 
expose’ about the North 
County St. Louis’ neigh-
borhoods left contaminat-
ed with radioactive waste 
after serving as a dumping 
ground for the Manhattan Project during 
World War II.

Big Sonia (Unrated) Bittersweet biopic 
about great-grandmother, businesswom-
an and haunted Holocaust survivor Sonia 
Warshawski who, after losing her tailor 
shop’s lease at the age of 91, recounts for 
posterity the horrors she witnessed at 
Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen and Majdanek, 
which included watching her mother 
being marched into the gas chamber.

Destined (Unrated) Bifurcated, ghetto 
fabulous saga chronicling the divergent 
fates of two young men (both played by 
Cory Hardrict) raised in the ghetto, one, 
growing up to become a gangsta’, the 
other, to study architecture and make it 
out of the ‘hood. With Zulay Henao, La La 
Anthony and Hill Harper.

Mr. Roosevelt (Unrated) Offbeat com-
edy about a fledgling comedienne (Noel 
Wells) who moves back to Austin from Hol-

lywood to care for her cat when informed 
by her ex-boyfriend (Nick Thune) that it 
has fallen seriously ill. With Britt Lower, 
Daniella Pineda and Andre Hyland.

Mudbound (R for nudity, brief profan-
ity and disturbing violence) Adaptation of 
Hillary Jordan’s novel of the same name, 
set in Mississippi in 1946, chronicling the 
contrasting fates of a couple of World War 
II veterans, one black (Jason Mitchell), 
one white (Garrett Hedlund), returning to 
the same farm. With Mary J. Blige, Karey 
Mulligan and Jason Clarke.

On the Beach at Night Alone (Unrated) 
Introspective character study of a famous 
actress (Min-hee Kim) who travels from 
Korea to Hamburg to reflect on life while 
hoping her married lover joins her in Ger-
many. Supporting cast includes Young-
hwa Seo, Jae-yeong Jeong and Seong-kun 
Mun. (In Korean, English and German 
with subtitles)

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Stuffed Mushrooms  Garden Greens  Grand Caesar Salad

Lasagna Bolognese  Fresh Fruit Plate  Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Roasted Maryland Turkey

With Mashed Sweet Potato, Sausage Bagel Stuffi ng, Cranberry Sauce & Gravy
Rack of Pork

With Baconkraut And Dark Ale Gravy
Shrimp Scampi

Shrimp Sautéed with Crushed Garlic, White Wine, Lemon & Butter Sauce
Boneless Shell Steak

Topped with Herbal Butter (additional $8.00 per order)
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
All Entrees Served With Mashed Potatoes or Country Rice Pilaf & Fresh Vegetables

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Pumpkin Pie  Apple Strudel  Fresh Fruit Plate

Cheesecake  Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse
COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Turkey Dinner or 

Chicken Nuggets
Ice Cream & Beverage

$39.95
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Two-Hour Seating

Thanksgiving 
Dinner
Served from 12pm on

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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SPORTS

By George Alleyne
The Barbados 2017 Darcy Beck-

les Bodybuilding Invitational Clas-
sic, Bikini & Fitness competition 
literally got a lot more muscle when 
the Reigning Mr. Olympia, Phil ‘The 
Gift’ Heath, turned up for a guest 
showing.

His performance was an interac-
tive session as he stepped down from 
stage to mingle with the crowd at 
the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre 
Saturday giving some daring women 
an opportunity to pose and feel the 
muscles of the man who continues to 
hold the Olympia title, which he has 

retained for a record ninth time.
The Colossus of Colorado also 

shared inspirational thoughts with 
his adoring fans.

“When you go through life and you 
go through hardship, just remember 
all you have to do is give it your best. 

Heath of Olympia in Barbados

The Colossus of Colorado, Phil ‘The Gift’ Heath posing in Barbados. Photo by George Alleyne

Continued on Page 50

By Azad Ali
Vincentian batsman Sunil Ambris has 

been named in a West Indies 15-mem-
ber squad for the two-Test tour of New 
Zealand starting later this month.

The 24-year-old has been rewarded 
for his recent prolific scoring in the last 

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras (AP) 
— Honduras held Asian Cup champion 
Australia to a 0-0 draw in the first leg of 
their intercontinental World Cup play-
off, leaving a spot at Russia still very 
much at stake for both teams in next 
week’s return leg in Sydney.

The Australians dominated the 
match and created the better scoring 
opportunities but Honduras defended 
stubbornly at home and neither side 

Windies 
new face

DRAW

Australia’s Massimo Luongo, left, 
is taken down by Honduras’ Emilio 
Izaguirre during the fi rst leg of a 
soccer World Cup qualifi er play-off 
at the Olympic Stadium in San Pe-
dro Sula, Honduras, Friday, Nov. 10, 
2017.  Associated Press / Moises Castillo

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

MORE MORE 
MUSCLEMUSCLE

West Indies’ Sunil Ambrl, 
 Simon Cooper / PA via Associated Press

FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS
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was able to break the stalemate in a 
tense but scrappy opening leg at the 
Estadio Olimpico Metropolitano on Fri-
day.

Australian striker Tomi Juric missed 
two clear-cut chances to score — one 
in each half — and the Socceroos were 
left confused after Italian referee Dan-
iele Orsato initially awarded them a 
penalty only to change his mind after 
consulting with an assistant.

Despite the missed opportunities, 
Australia head coach Ange Postecoglou 
said he was thrilled with his team’s 
overall performance and confident of 
winning the return leg on home soil.

“We’re just missing that clinical 
edge, but overall I couldn’t be hap-
pier,” Postecoglou said in a post-match 
interview on Australia’s Fox Sports. 
“I thought we were really solid defen-
sively. On a difficult pitch we held our 
line really well apart from that chance 
at the end.’’

Postecoglou said several key players 
who missed the first leg would be avail-
able for Wednesday’s second match at 
Sydney’s Olympic stadium.

“We’ve got some fresh legs, we’ll go 
hard, we’ll put the pedal down and go 
as hard as we can,” he said. Honduras 

“will find it hard to keep up with us.”
Honduras, which pipped the United 

States for fourth spot in the Confed-
eration of North, Central American and 
Caribbean Association Football (CON-
CACAF) qualifying to book a spot in 
the intercontinental playoff, failed to 
take advantage of its home-ground 
advantage.

With the pitch breaking up and mak-
ing it difficult for players to keep their 
footing, Los Catrachos spent most of 
the match defending, although they did 
create one good chance against the run 
of play late when Carlo Costly came off 
the bench.

The veteran striker broke free and 
forced Australian goalkeeper Mat Ryan 
to pull off a sharp save.

Honduras manager Jorge Luis Pinto 
was heartened by the fact his side was 
able to stop the Australians from scor-
ing and expected his team to be strong-
er for the second leg with captain 
Maynor Figueroa and forward Alberth 
Ellis both returning from suspension.

“Things did not go today as we 
wished,” Pinto said through a transla-
tor. “But we got a draw and they (Aus-
tralia) did not score.”

The Socceroos, who beat Syria over 
two-legs to finish fifth in the Asian 
qualifying section, were left to rue a 

string of missed opportunities and the 
absence of several key players to sus-
pension and injury, including striker 
Tim Cahill, Australia’s all-time leading 
scorer.

Juric fired wide of the target midway 
through the first half when he had only 
the Honduran goalkeeper Donis Esco-
bar to beat, then the center-forward 
let another golden opportunity go beg-
ging early in the second term when he 
directed Josh Risdon’s perfectly-weight-
ed cross straight at Escobar from close-
range, who tipped it over the bar.

“We must take it as a positive,” Soc-
ceroos skipper Mile Jedinak said. “In 
any other game, I think we win the 
game, we had the chances... but we 
take a lot of heart from it.

“In this World Cup qualifying cam-
paign, we’ve had to deal with that a lot 
and tonight was no different. We must 
now focus on recovery and getting back 
to our home crowd.”

Australia, bidding to qualify for the 
World Cup finals for the fourth straight 
time, has spared no expense in its bid 
to get to Russia, booking a private 
charter flight to get the players back to 
Sydney as soon as possible.

Honduras is aiming to make a third 
straight appearance at the sport’s mar-
quee tournament.

first class season scoring 608 runs 
at an average of 43 for Windward 
Islands Volcanoes.

Ambris has played just a single One-
Day International (ODI) in the five-match 
series against England last September.

He is the only new face in the squad, 
replacing Kyle Hope who failed in suc-
cessive series against England and Zim-
babwe recently.

HONDURAS, AUSTRALIA SCORELESS

Ambris

Choose a positive attitude, be grate-
ful for what you have in life and know 
you get to breathe fresh air. Some-
thing that a lot people sometimes 
cannot and feel sorry for themselves,” 
he said.

The man who has been the world 
number one body building profes-
sional for the past seven years straight 
added, “you cannot just be the aver-
age version of yourself. You have to 
say goodbye to that. If you want that 
promotion or that relationship you 
always wanted to have or the nice 
house or car, you have to say goodbye 
to that person”.

Heath’s visit to Barbados was dur-
ing his out of season period, a time 
when the pros go easy on their train-
ing before jumping back into the 
hard routine for competition.

As a result his muscles, though 
massive, were not as ripped and 
defined in the chisel-like image fans 
were accustomed to seeing him dur-
ing championship poses.

This brought him some criticism 
from one of the daily newspapers.

“The fans saw full pecs, round 
huge shoulders and his titanic thighs, 
but those expecting a truck load of 
[sharply defined] muscle only got a 
teaspoon full,” wrote a reviewer in 
the Nation newspapers.

“It was a let-down after all the 
hype as fans were surely expecting 
much more from one of the greatest 
bodybuilders of all time.”

That absence of clear-cut muscle 
was lost on fans who mobbed the 
world champion at every opportunity, 
and anyhow enjoyed keen competi-
tion among the Barbados and other 
Caribbean posers. 

Though not the biggest of com-
petitors,  Barbadian Shaquille Lavine 
displayed enough to edge over the 
larger Antiguan Olly Martin and win 
the men’s Invitational title.

Another Antiguan, Kim Ephraim, 
however turned the tables beat Bar-
badian Shakira Douglin for the over-
all bikini fitness title.

MORE 
MUSCLE

Continued from page 49 

Continued fromPage 49 

Continued from Page 49 

Australia’s Tomi Juric, left, dribbles the ball past Honduras’ Brayan Backeles during the fi rst leg of a soccer World 
Cup qualifi er play-off at the Olympic Stadium in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, Friday, Nov. 10, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Moises Castillo
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By Nelson A. King 
The Caribbean Business Con-

nections (CBC) will on Dec. 7 
hosts its “Annual Holiday Event” 
at the Royal Chateau Hall in 
Rosedale, Queens, from 6 pm to 
10 pm, to benefit Team Jamaica 
Bickle, Inc. (TJB). 

TJB is the nonprofit organiza-
tion that plays an active role in 
the care of Caribbean athletes at 
the Annual Penn Relays in Penn-
sylvania. 

According to Andrea Daley, 
of Caribbean Media Marketing, 
Inc., the fundraiser is sponsored 
by Clarke & Associates Immigra-
tion Attorneys, Caribbean Air-
lines, Channel Mortgage and Irie 
Jam Radio. 

“Attendees will have the 
opportunity to contribute to the 
great work Team Jamaica Bickle 
does, as well as make connec-
tions that matters while celebrat-
ing the holidays,” the Jamaican-
born Daley said. 

“Leading up to the event, raf-
fle tickets are being sold to raise 
funds for TJB; first prize being 
two round-trip tickets from Car-
ibbean Airlines leaving JFK Air-

port to a Caribbean destination 
the airline flies to,” she added. 

“This holiday celebration will 
feature all you can eat delicious 
Caribbean food, an excellent 
entertainment package and great 
dancing music,” Daley contin-
ued. 

Throughout the evening, 
Daley said there will be live 
broadcast by Irie Jam 93.5 FM. 

“This is a family event, and all 
are welcome to attend,” she said. 

Daley said that, in June 2012, 
CBC was founded by Sandra 
McCarty and Hanif Russell “to 
fill the need for effective busi-
ness networking among people 

in the Caribbean Diaspora. 
“CBC’s mission is to provide 

a networking platform to its 
members where they can con-
nect, aspire and achieve,” she 
said “Members are able to make 
the right business connections, 
meet their next client and iden-
tify resources that help them 
become more successful. 

“Today, CBC also serves as a 
conduit for connecting people 
of non-Caribbean descent with 
the movers and shakers in the 
Caribbean business communi-
ty,” she added. 

TJB, on the other hand, was 
formed in 1994 and was later des-
ignated a 501(c) (3) organization. 

TJB’s founder and current 
chief executive officer is Jamai-
can Irwine G. Clare, OD. 

Daley said TJB’s mission is 
embodied in the motto, “Our 
Athletes, Our Ambassadors.”

“TJB’s services extend to a del-
egation of approximately 650 stu-
dents and coaches from Jamaica, 
with the largest delegation of 
about 500; Trinidad and Tobago; 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines; 
Grenada; and the Bahamas.

Team Jamaica Bickle to benefit 
from holiday fundraiser

Irwine G. Clare, OD.

Trinidad and Tobago’s gold medal winning team, from left, 
of Jarrin Solomon, Lalonde Gordon, Machel Cedenio and 
Jereem Richards celebrate after winning the gold in the 
men’s 4x400-meter relay fi nal during the World Athletics 
Championships in London Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Martin Meissner, File

By Azad Ali
The Trinidad and Tobago 4x400 

relay team, which captured gold 
on the final night of the IAAF 
World Championships in London 
in August was given an award for 
“Best Male Athlete for the Ameri-
cas” by the Association of National 
Olympic Committees (ANOC) at a 
ceremony in the Czech Republic 
recently.

The 4x400 meters team com-
prising of Jarrin Solomon, Jereem 
Richards, Michael Cedeno, 
Lalonde Gordon and Renny Quaw 
was among a number of athletes 
honored at the ceremony at the 
Forum Karlin, one of Prague’s 

premier venues.
The national quartermilers 

were the stars on the final night of 
the IAAF World Championships 
in London, when Solomon, Rich-
ards, Cedeno and Gordon made 
history, coming from behind to 
win a thrilling race, bringing 
Trinidad and Tobago’s first ever 
gold medal in the event, deny-
ing the United States, a seventh 
straight gold at the Champion-
ships in the event, which brought 
the competition to a close.

ANOC President Sheik Ahamad 
Al-Fahad Al-Sabah established the 
ANOC Awards and it was held for 
the first time in Bangkok in 2014.

T&T relay team wins award
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are 
the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4NPPIRC3

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

$         
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS
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