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IF YOU MISSED BLACK FRIDAY.. 
HERE’S YOUR SECOND CHANCE!

Men’s Timberland 
6” Padded Boot

Reg. $149.99

SAVE
$50

NOW

$9999
DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

3 DAYS OF BLACK FRIDAY DOORBUSTERS
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY! 12/15–12/17

Men’s 
CB Sports
or Champion 
3-in-1 Systems 
Jacket 
Originally $59.99

Men’s Smith’s 
Lined Denim Pants Originally $24.99

AVAILABLE IN STRETCH
Sizes 30–42  |  Big Men’s 44–52*

*Select Modell’s locations & Modells.com. Stretch not available in big men’s lined bottoms.

$15
NOW

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

$35
NOW

Men’s 
Champion 
Arctic Fleece 
or CB Sports
Sweater Fleece 
Reg. $24.99–$29.99

$15
YOUR CHOICE

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

40%
OFF

DAYS 
ONLY3 

PRICING VALID 12/15-12/17

SAVE
$25

DEEPER MARKDOWNS JUST TAKEN THROUGHOUT THE STORE!
While supplies last.

SEE MORE HUGE DEALS INSIDE VALID THRU 12/26!

INSIDE: ‘Climate-Smart Zone’ for the Caribbean



ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

Select 
Men’s Fleece 
Lounge Pants
If purchased separately, $9.99 each

$16
2FOR

Men’s, 
Women’s 
& Kids’ Cozy 
Socks or 
Women’s 
Slippers

FREE
BUY ONE,
GET ONE

Men’s BHPC
Sleep Sets
Reg. $12.99

$10
LOUNGEWEAR

$16
2FOR

Women’s 
Challenge
Fleece 
Leggings
If purchased 
separately, $9.99 each

Select Men’s 
BHPC Long 
Sleeve 
Turtlenecks, 
Thermal Crews 
or Henleys

Select Men’s 
CB Sports 
Insulated 
& Softshell
Jackets 
Originally 
$39.99–$49.99

Men’s 
Smith’s
Sherpa
Fleece
Hoods
Reg. $29.99

Men’s Smith’s 
�������	
���
���
or Sherpa Lined 
Flannels Reg. $24.99

$25
NOW

$20
NOW $2499

$29 99
TO

Select Boys’ 
adidas Tricot Pants
& Jackets MSRP $32–$45

25%
OFF
MSRP

Select Men’s or 
Women’s Champion 
���
�	�
�����

�

Tops & Bottoms
Reg. $19.99–$29.99 

NOW $13.99–$20.99

Select Men’s 
Cargo or UniPro 
Pullover & 
Full Zip Fleece 
Hoods & Cargo
Fleece Pants 
Reg. $19.99

$10 $39 99
NOW

Select Men’s
Under Armour 
Fleece Tops 
& Bottoms
MSRP $54.99

SAVE 
UP TO
$20

Boys’ Unipro 
Fleece Tops or 

Bottoms
If purchased

separately,
$15.99 each

Select Men’s 
Unipro Fleece 
Crews, Pants 
or Active Pants
If purchased
separately,
$15.99 each

Crews also available in 

$30
NOW

Select Men’s, Women’s 
������������
����	���

�

or Training Tops & Bottoms 
MSRP $25–$60

NOW $18.75–$45

$25
2FOR

$15
NOW

SAVE
$15

OFF MSRP

30%
OFF

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26

Men’s & 
Women’s 
Winter 
Accessories
YOUR CHOICE $6.99–$26
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By Bert Wilkinson
In May of 2015, United States 

oil giant ExxonMobil announced 
a massive “world class” oil and 
gas find off Guyana’s coast, set-
ting the stage for the country 
to begin switching dependency 
on traditional sectors like gold, 
sugar, rice and bauxite to one 
more based on petroleum.

Along with consortium part-
ners Hess Oil and Nexen of 
China, the group plans to start 
actual pumping of oil from the 
seabed sometime in late 2019 or 
early in 2020. Once they begin 
to do so, Guyana would become 
the fourth member of the bloc 
of 15 Caribbean Community 
nations after Trinidad, Suri-
name and Barbados to produce 
oil. Production is sated at more 
than 120,000 barrels per day, far 
greater than Trinidad’s output of 
just over 80,000.

But while preparations for 
2019-20 appear to be going rela-
tively smoothly, authorities have 
hit a major bump in the road 

with a leaked central bank docu-
ment showing that Exxon had 
paid down about $18M as a sign-
ing bonus to Guyana back in 
2016. Neither government nor 
the company had said anything 
about the so-called bonus pay-
ment nor had documented the 
amount in national revenues in 
any budget presentation from 
2016 going forward.

So when political commenta-
tor Chris Ram said that he was 
very sure that authorities had 
received the money and were 
deliberately withholding infor-
mation about it from the public, 
opposition politicians, groups 
like Transparency International 
and others in society went ber-
serk, accusing government of 
covering up the fact and plan-
ning to systematically siphon off 
various amounts for personal 
gain over time. The money is 
lodged in a special account rath-
er than in the consolidated fund 
which holds most, if not all, of 

PETRO 
BONUS 
ROW

Egg in the face of Guyanese 
officials over Exxon payment

On a mission
When Nathalie Herring fi rst picked up longboarding she boarded in Flushing Mead-
ows park in Queens, and eventually began using it as her fi rst mode of transport.
See story on Page 45. Khaleeq R. Alfred

By Nelson A. King
Caribbean leaders on Tues-

day announced the launch of 
a new public-private coalition 
to create the world’s first “Cli-
mate-Smart Zone.”

The Caribbean Climate-
Smart Coalition aims to find 
a way to break through the 
systemic obstacles that stop 
finance flowing to climate-
smart investments, the World 
Bank said. 

With the right domestic 
and international reforms, the 
world said it can step up – and 
help unleash the means to cat-
alyze an ambitious US$8 bil-
lion investment plan to bring 
greater energy and infrastruc-

ture resilience to 3.2 million 
Caribbean households. 

“This would help Caribbean 
islands to eliminate their cost-
ly dependency on fossil fuels, 
so that they can meet close 
to 100 percent of their energy 
needs from renewable sources, 
and to embed resilience into 
communities and livelihoods 
to realize the bold ambitions 
of all Caribbean people,” the 
bank said. 

The announcement came 
at the One Planet Summit, 
hosted by French President 
Emmanuel Macron in Paris, to 
review progress made on the 
Paris Agreement adopted by 
global governments two years 

ago on Tuesday.
The World Bank said Carib-

bean leaders brought together 
a coalition of global organiza-
tions such as the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank, the 
World Bank, and the Carib-
bean Development Bank, as 
well as businesses and sup-
porters from the Caribbean 
and the international commu-
nity. 

The coalition aims to rein-
vigorate the islands that have 
been impacted by recent hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria, and 
help build more resilient infra-
structure and communities 
across the region, as the likeli-

‘Climate-Smart Zone’ for the Caribbean

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8



Caribbean Life, Dec. 15–Dec. 21, 20172    B 

718.866.3636
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Buick/GMC: 1189038 and Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Must take same day
delivery from in-stock. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe avail. *On select models. See dealer for details. This ad is coupon & must be presented at time of signing. Special offers cannot be combined. See dlr for complete details. Offers end 12/31/17. DMV# Buick/GMC: 7098819 and Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799.

MODEL CLOSEOUT! REMAINING 2017s
TAKE YOURS HOME TODAY!

MAY APPLY FOR GM LESSEES, 
NON-GM LESSEES, AND  COSTCO MEMBERS...

SAVINGS OF   $2000!*

ADDITIONAL INCENTIVES

  2017 Buick Enclave AWD
MSRP: $51,165 SPECIAL $42,995
Stk#8198, Black, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav

2017 Buick Enclave AWD
MSRP: $53,760 SPECIAL $44,760
Stk#8595, White Frost, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & DVD

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $40,890 SPECIAL $29,984
Stk#8358, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Leather

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $43,065 SPECIAL $31,984
Stk#8468, Silver, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $47,960 SPECIAL $35,960
Stk#8507, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Premium II Pkg

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $45,815 SPECIAL $33,984
Stk#8606, Gray, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SN Pkg, Premium I Pkg

2017 Buick LaCrosse
MSRP: $43,125 SPECIAL $40,460
Stk#8307, Silver, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick LaCrosse AWD
MSRP: $48,970 SPECIAL $42,359
Stk#8353, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick LaCrosse AWD
MSRP: $49,570 SPECIAL $46,555
Stk#8350, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $47,715 SPECIAL $40,558
Stk#8381, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLT1, All Terrain, 5-Pass

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $35,375 SPECIAL $29,669
Stk#8656, White, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE1

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $43,345 SPECIAL $36,646
Stk#8708, Red, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE2 & Sun Rf

2017 GMC Acadia Limited AWD
MSRP: $49,295 SPECIAL $43,501
Stk#8401, Silver, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Nav 

2017 GMC Acadia Limited AWD
MSRP: $51,315 SPECIAL $45,369
Stk#8514, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Nav & DVD

2017 GMC Canyon AWD
MSRP: $39,795 SPECIAL $36,984
Stk#8727, Black, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Crew Cab, Nightfall Edition

2017 GMC Sierra 1500 AWD
MSRP: $49,440 SPECIAL $41,333
Stk#8447, Gray, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE, Double Door

2017 GMC Yukon XL AWD
MSRP: $75,805 SPECIAL $63,805
Stk#8709, Black, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Denali 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Hatch
MSRP: $26,135 SPECIAL $19,069
Stk#A7696, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, RS Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Sedan
MSRP: $23,870 SPECIAL $17,542
Stk#A8193, Blue, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, Conv Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Sedan
MSRP: $23,475 SPECIAL $17,147
Stk#A8195, Tan, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, Conv Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid
MSRP: $30,840 SPECIAL $23,883
Stk#A7412, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Hybrid

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $28,440 SPECIAL $21,987
Stk#A7331, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Sun Rf

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $27,290 SPECIAL $21,426
Stk#A7637, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $27,390 SPECIAL $21,526
Stk#A7916, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 AWD
MSRP: $46,100 SPECIAL $35,957
Stk#A7143, White, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Allstar Edition, Dbl Dr

2017 Chevrolet Suburban AWD
MSRP: $63,000 SPECIAL $54,926
Stk#A7963, Black, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Midnight Edt, Sun Rf & Nav

2017 Chevrolet Suburban AWD
MSRP: $62,865 SPECIAL $54,791
Stk#A7990, Gray, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Sun Rf & Nav

2017 Chevrolet Trax
MSRP: $23,795 SPECIAL $17,546
Stk#A7884, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Trax AWD
MSRP: $25,745 SPECIAL $19,089
Stk#A7938, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Trax AWD
MSRP: $25,295 SPECIAL $18,687
Stk#A8001, White, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg

...

2017 Ch l t M lil bi H

UP TO
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Assembly Member Rod-

neyse Bichotte recently opened her 
new office on Flatbush Avenue, giv-
ing thanks to all who helped in her 
move.

“Welcome to our new place!” said 
Bichotte, who represents the 42nd 
Assembly District, in greeting con-
stituents to 1312 Flatbush Ave.

“Thank you to everyone who came 
out to support our new beginnings,” 
added the chair of the Assembly’s 
Oversight to Minority Women-Owned 
Business Enterprise (MWBEs) Sub-
committee. “It was an incredible time 
with friends and community alike, 
and we look forward to serving you 
for many years to come. 

“We would like to give a special 
thanks to all of the community art-
ists, who offered their awe-inspiring 
art work for display: Alaiyo Bradshaw, 
Jody Christian, Matthew Septimus, 
Josh Goldstein, Karen Friedland, 
Douglas Graham, Ashley Sylvestre, 
Lindsay Manolakos,” said the first 
Haitian American from New York 
City to be elected to the State Assem-
bly. 

“We would also like to thank all 
the generous restaurants for donat-
ing their delicious foods for our house 
warming:  Bernie’s Partyland, Lord’s 
Bakery, Exquisite, McBean’s, Picky 
Eaters, Taste of the City, Met Fresh, 
Kennedy Fried Chicken, Amigo 99 
Cent of Brooklyn, Zelia Cafe, Tennis 
Court Tenant Association,” she added. 

The 42nd Assembly comprises the 
Brooklyn communities of Ditmas Park, 
Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. 

Besides chairing the Subcommit-
tee on Oversight of MWBEs, Bichotte 
serves on the following committees: 
Housing, Government Operations, 
Economic Development, Small Busi-
nesses, Banks and Social Services. She 
also sits on Gov. Cuomo’s Domestic 
Advisory Council. 

Bichotte gives 
thanks for 

‘new place’

By Nelson A. King
Though the spotlight was prima-

rily on the late Vincentian community 
activist Maxwell Haywood, the other 
honorees were highlighted Sunday at 
the gala 8th Annual Luncheon of the 
Brooklyn-based Vincentian group, Vin-
cyCares.

Haywood, a United Nations Develop-
ment Officer, died last Wednesday after 
ailing for most of this year. He was 
54. His wife, Sherrill-Ann, received the 
award posthumously during the grand 
ceremony at El Caribe Country Club in 
Brooklyn. 

The other honorees included veteran 
Vincentian broadcaster Ferrand Court-
ney “Randy D” Lawrence Dopwell (Life-
time Achievement); disc jockeys Joseph 
Caiphas “SupaEyes” Joseph Cuffy and 
Jonell “Yung Hova” Goodluck (Vision 
Award); Curtis M. King, head master 
of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Grammar School; and the Brooklyn-
based Garifuna Indigenous People of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Inc. 
(GIPSVG, Inc).  

Dopwell’s primary school educa-
tion started at the Wesleyan Methodist 
School in capital Kingstown and com-
pleted at the Kingstown Preparatory 
School; his secondary school education 
was at the St. Vincent Grammar School, 
of which was completed in 1969. 

Soon after his secondary school edu-
cation he gained employment with the 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines govern-
ment at the Division of Customs and 
Excise before migrating to the USA in 
1971 to attend the New York Business 
School. 

He spent two years at the New York 
Business School before realizing that his 

choice of career was no longer business 
but to become a radio announcer.

Dopwell then migrated to Canada and 
attended Humber College of Applied Arts, 
where he completed his certification as a 
radio announcer in 1976.

“Randy D,” as he is affectionately 
known, is a very popular radio personal-
ity globally. He currently freelances on 
NICE Radio in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines with his Vibes Caribbean radio 
program, aired on Saturday mornings. 

He is not only an on-air announcer 
but has produced and hosted other pro-
grams such as “Snap Soul,” a Saturday 
afternoon–evening cultural show on the 
grounds of the St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Grammar School. 

Randy D said this program showcased 
many young talents in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines and also provided quality 
clean entertainment for many onlook-
ers. 

He said “Vibes Caribbean” television 
program highlighted the Caribbean mar-
ket place, “where many small business-
es in a Caribbean market be it locally, 
regionally or internationally got a chance 
to promote their business on television.”

This program was aired on such sta-
tions as SVG Television; Carib Vision in 
Barbados; Cable Vision and Direct Televi-
sion in the US and Rogers Cable, Belle 
Television and Asian Television Network 

in Canada. 
Cuffy has had a long and illustrious 

career as the peoples’ DJ, which began 
not in New York but in his early years in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

In his homeland, he was originally 
known as “Living Eyes.” But, as time 
passed and the demands got greater, 
he said “it became necessary to put a 
team of workers together to help with 
the movement of equipment, etc.,” thus 
forming “Eyes Connection”. 

On migrating to the US, Cuffy said he 
continued to hone his craft. As a result of 
not having his original team with him, 
he said he chose to change his name once 
again, assuming the sobriquet “Supa 
Eyes.”

He pledges once again his “unwaver-
ing support and commitment to the 
people and nation of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in whatever way and at what-
ever time” his services are requested. 

Cuffy thanked his wife and three 
daughters, who have been “a very sup-
portive force” in all of his endeavors. 

Goodluck embarked on his journey 
to New York from St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in 2007 to further his stud-
ies in accounting and finance. Prior to 
his departure, he studied accounting and 
economics for a short time via The Uni-
versity of The West Indies and the British 
Accounting program called “A.C.C.A.” 

VincyCares honors several 
at annual luncheon

Marcia James (R), president of the Brooklyn-based Garifuna Indigenous 
People of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Inc., receives award from Vincy-
Cares’ Stefferney Boyce, with members of the Garifuna group in the back-
ground.  Photo by Nelson A. King

Assembly Member Rodneyse Bi-
chotte in front of her new offi ce
 Offi ce of Assembly Member Rodneyse 

Bichotte

Veteran Vincentian broadcaster 
Ferrand “Randy D” Dopwell receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award from 
VincyCares’ President Gillian Arthur.
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Caribbean
A United Nations (UN) report says 

Latin America and the Caribbean is 
the most violent region in the world for 
women.

In the report, which was recently 
released, UN Women and the UN Devel-
opment Program (UNDP) found that 
assaults on women persisted in the 
region despite severe laws aimed at 
curbing such violence.

It said the rate of 
sexual violence against 
women outside of rela-
tionship in the region 
was said to be the 
highest in the world 
and the second-highest for those who 
were in a union.

The report noted that three of the 
l0 countries with the highest rates of 
rape of women and girls were in the 
Caribbean.

It also noted that while 24 of the 
13 countries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean have laws against domestic 
violence, only nine had passed legisla-
tion that tackle a range of other forms 
of violence against women in public or 
private.

Despite those advances though, the 
“plague” of violence continues to be a 
threat to human rights, public health 
and public safety, the report said.

Bahamas
The Bahamas for the first and third 

quarter of this year showed a 20 percent 
increase for package bookings

This is according to data from the 
popular booking engine Expedia, which 
showed that Paradise Island and the 
Family Islands experienced the most 
growth during this time when com-
pared to the same time 
last year.

The data also 
showed that Family 
Islands experienced a 
near 20 percent in package bookings.

The information also showed that 
the average booking window for The 
Bahamas throughout this period is 45 
days and the average length of stay for 
visitors is four days.

Other Caribbean islands also expe-
rienced the influx of bookings and in 
some instances, surpassed The Baha-
mas’ result.

Expedia showed that the Caribbean 
destinations with the highest amount 
of interest for travel during this month 
of December, compared to the same 
month in 2016 are Punta Cana (up to 
nearly l0 percent), San Juan ( up to 
nearly 10 percent), Montego Bay (up 
nearly 25 percent) and Aruba (up nearly 
15 percent)..

“The Caribbean is seeing a large 
influx of group travel around the Christ-
mas holidays, with an increase or more 

than 30 percent for Christmas Day and 
nearly 25 percent for New Year’s Day, 
compared to holiday travel searches for 
2016,” Expedia said in a statement.  

Barbados
Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

the West Indies (UWI), Sir Hilary Beck-
les says Barbados has nothing to fear 
about a proposal by the Gaston-Browne 
administration in Antigua and Barbuda 
for the establishment of a fourth UWI 
campus in St John’s.

The proposal, which 
has been received by 
the UWI Council, is 
to be the subject of a 
feasibility analysis over 
the next four months 
before a final report is submitted next 
April for approval.

A state-of-the-art complex has 
already indemnified as the home for the 
new regional university, which is to be 
formed out of a merger of four domestic 
colleges and is expected to give focus 
to specific programs such as advanced 
nursing and software technology.

Sir Hilary, who is in support of the 
Antigua and Barbuda proposal said 
such a development was not likely to 
mean further economic disaster for 
the Cave Hill campus in Barbados, with 
student enrollment down to 5,300 from 
8,841 at its peak.

He expects Barbados and the two 
other campuses in Jamaica and Trini-

dad and Tobago to maintain a percent-
age of the OECS (Organization of East-
ern Caribbean States) enrolment.

Grenada
A teenager has been charged with 

murder following the discovery of the 
body of a nine year-old girl who was 
missing for three days in Grenada.

The 17-year-old boy 
appeared in the St 
George’s Magistrate 
Court recently and 
was remanded in cus-
tody until next week.

Police say the teenager had a crimi-
nal record. 

The death of the nine–year-old stu-
dent, Ariel Bhola, who would have cel-
ebrated her 10th birthday this month, 
brings to 12 the number of homicides 
so far this year.

Her death has led to mounting calls 
for the state to approve the necessary 
legislation to establish a sex offender’s 
registry.

Jamaica
Jamaica Dancehall artiste, Ninja 

Man, his son and another man were 
convicted of a 2009 murder and they 
will know their fate later this month as 
to how long they will spend in jail.

Ninja Man, whose real name is Des-
mond Ballentine, his son, Jahneil, and a 
third man, Dennis Clayton were found 
guilty of killing Ricardo “Ricky” John-

son by a jury after deliberating for about 
three hours.

Ninja Man was also convicted of a 
separate charge of shooting with intent, 
but his co-accused 
were found not guilty 
on that count.

According to the 
evidence there was an 
argument between 
Johnson’s friend and the men but they 
eventually left.

However, the three accused returned 
the following day and opened fire, fatal-
ly shooting Johnson.

Ninja Man, his son and Clayton were 
charged that same year.

St. Lucia
St. Lucia recorded a significant 

decline in its unemployment figures for 
the third quarter of this year as a result 
of an upsurge in economic activity in 
the accommodation, food and retail 
sectors, according to the Central Statis-
tics Department,

It said that unemployment dropped 
from 20 percent during the period July 
to September 2016 to 16.8 percent, a 3.2 
decline that translates 
to approximately 5,000 
new jobs being created 
during the period.

Head of the Central 
Statistics Department, 
Edwin St Catherine, noted that the 

One Planet Summit
French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Haitian President Jovenel Moise at the Elysee Palace in Paris, France, on Dec. 12, 2017, 

as part of the “One Planet Summit.” The French president hosts 50 world leaders for the “One Planet Summit,” hoping to jump-start 

the transition to a greener economy two years after the historic Paris agreement to limit climate change.  

 Christian Liewig / Abaca / Sipa USA (Sipa via Asssociated Press)

Continued on Page 16
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By George Alleyne
Having found itself among 

four Caribbean countries in a 
newly-released European Union 
blacklist of offshore territo-
ries, Barbados is calling on the 
15-member CARICOM group-
ing to lead a charge against 
these smears that are periodi-
cally put on regional states. 

European Union finance 
ministers stated on Dec. 5 that 
the union had placed Barba-
dos, Grenada, St. Lucia, and 
Trinidad and Tobago among 
17 countries on a tax havens 
blacklist for failing to meet 
agreed tax good governance 
standards.

But this is not all, as the 
European Union explained that 
its concerns about Caribbean 
countries failing to meet its set 
standards could include many 
more but listing of them will be 
delayed as they are given time 
to recover from natural disrup-
tions this year.

“For certain jurisdictions, 
specific factors needed to be 
taken into account. For exam-
ple, eight jurisdictions, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Anguilla, Baha-
mas, British Virgin Islands, 
Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, 

Turks and Caicos, United States 
Virgin Islands, that were badly 
hit by the hurricanes in sum-
mer 2017 have been given until 
early 2018 to respond to the 
European Union’s concerns,” 
the statement read in part.

This triggered Barbados Min-
ister of International Develop-
ment, Donville Inniss, to issue 
a call for CARICOM to rally 
together as a bloc and jointly 
present the case in defence of 
member states’ financial cen-
tres. 

“Being mindful that our 
region will continue to be under 
scrutiny and attacks from other 
regional groupings and multi-
national organisations, Barba-
dos will once again request a 
regional dialogue on the mat-
ter with the goal of establish-
ing a high level regional team 
of experts to engage with exter-
nal parties on behalf of the 
region,” Inniss said Wednesday, 
and added, “we really expect 
that CARICOM will take the 
lead on this matter.”

As regards Barbados being 
named in the blacklist, Inniss 
said it is a surprise because in 
the past months he and island 
officials had been in direct 

talks with the relevant Euro-
pean Union authorities includ-
ing the Forum on Harmful Tax 
Practices.

“It is the view of the Barba-
dos government that to include 
Barbados in Annex 1, listed 
as a non-cooperative tax juris-
diction, is extremely unfortu-
nate and unfair in light of, and 
despite Barbados’ recent direct 
engagement with the Euro-
pean Union Code of Conduct 
Group over the past months,” 
Inniss said.

“I wish to state forcefully 
that Barbados is not a non-
cooperative jurisdiction in tax-
ation matters or any other mat-
ter. We are and remain cooper-
ative, but true to our ideals and 
policies as a sovereign nation 
as we strive to be the interna-
tional financial jurisdiction of 
choice,” he added.

In spite of his call for a 
coordinated CARICOM-strong 
approach to this European 
Union aggressive action and 
other attacks on territori-
al financial centres that that 
account for much revenue of 
these states, Inniss said Bar-
bados will act while hoping for 
joint Caribbean action. 

“Barbados has therefore 
enquired of the European Union 
yesterday morning by way of 
email as to which regime Bar-
bados has not clearly commit-
ted to amending,” he said, add-

ing, “with respect to the way 
forward, Barbados will dispatch 
a detailed correspondence to 
the European Union request-
ing an urgent review of their 
rather unfortunate listing.”

Barbados wants CARICOM to fight blacklist

Barbados Minister of Business, Donville Inniss. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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state revenues.
Attacked from all sides, authorities 

in the past week have not only acknowl-
edged the existence of the account but 
are now explaining that the money is to 
be used specifically to pay high-priced, 
world class attorneys to fight Guyana’s 
case at the World Court. This is if UN 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
decides to send the decades-old border 
row with Venezuela to the court in The 
Netherlands.

Guyana has been demanding that the 
case be so sent, contending that nearly 
30 years of United Nations mediation 
has yielded little fruit and that Venezuela 
continues to bully Guyana, frighten away 
investors and even send gunboats in 
Guyanese waters to terrorize foreign and 
domestic companies.

The fact that officials had sought not to 
take ordinary Guyanese and stakeholders 
in their confidence and remain silent has 
blown up in the face of authorities with 
much political gusto.

Attempting to come clean, officials this 
week explained that the money is to help 
with the advocacy and prosecution of the 
case at the World Court because cabinet 
expects that the United Nations will in fact 
send the case for a once and for all settle-
ment.

This is so, in the view of Foreign Minis-
ter Carl Greenidge, because United Nations 
mandated talks for all of 2017 have failed, 

including sessions in Antigua last weekend. 
Ram has put the figure at $20M. Exxon and 
government said the figure is $18M.

Opposition Leader Bharrat Jagdeo said 
he was certain that $2M of the $20M had 
already been siphoned off but cabinet said no 
money has been touched.

A soon to be released statement, seen by 
this newspaper this week, noted that Guy-
ana’s “team of lawyers had firmly suggested 
that most of the information pertaining 
to the case should have been kept under 
wraps until United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Guterres makes the decision to send 
the case to the International Court of Jus-
tice sometime this month. Acting on that 
advice, Cabinet took the position to delay the 
release of this information and was prepared 
to go along with this strategy when the 
information came into the public domain. 

Border dispute
Continued from Page 1 

hood of future extreme weather events 
increases, the World Bank said. 

It said coalition members will help 
to establish partnerships that can 
make investment deals happen. 

They will also bring their collective 
abilities together to break down the 
technological and financial barriers, 
which represent the last obstacles to 
Caribbean people grasping the trans-
formational opportunities that are in 
reach, the bank said.

Specifically, it said the coalition’s 
work will focus on catalyzing four ini-
tial critical priorities: Scale renewable 
energy as rapidly as possible to help 
free Caribbean countries from the 
high cost of imported fossil fuels and 
the high vulnerability of centralized 
distribution systems. 

It will also focus on building low-
carbon and resilient infrastructure, 
including nature-based approaches, 
to better withstand future extreme 
weather events; and create innovative 
financing models, such as a debt-for-
resilience swap initiative in exchange 
for demonstrated progress on policy 
reforms and investments to strength-
en resilience and promote climate-
smart growth pathways. 

The coalition work will build plat-
forms to help facilitate the large public 
and private investments required. 

In addition, the coalition will 

strengthen the capacity of Caribbean 
countries and key regional institutions 
to plan for long-term resilience and 
climate-smart growth strategies.

“Caribbean leaders have come togeth-
er as a powerful collective to build a bet-
ter future for the people of the Carib-
bean,” said Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Mitchell of Grenada, chair of the Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM). “We wel-
come the financial commitments from 
our partners – around US$1.3 billion 
for recovery efforts and US$2.8 billion 
toward the vision shared by all members 
of the coalition and others. 

“This is a great first step,” he said. 
“Now, we need to turn this possibility 
into a set of realities that benefit all our 
people. We all need to work together to 
change the rules of the game to accel-
erate climate-smart financial flows for 
the Caribbean and other small island 
developing states. 

“Together we can build thriving 
economies fueled by clean energy, 
nature-based resilient design and inno-
vation,” Mitchell continued. “The time 
for action is now.” 

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit of 
Dominica, whose country was devas-
tated Hurricane Maria,  said: “Despite 
the immense human suffering and eco-
nomic damage caused by the recent 
hurricanes, the people of the Caribbean 
do not want to be just passive victims of 
climate change. 

Caribbean plans to go green
Continued from Page 1 

Guyana’s President David A. Grang-
er, right, with Guyana’s Vice Presi-
dent and Foreign Minister Carl 
Greenidge.  
 Associated Press / Kevin Hagen, File
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By Albert Baldeo
Invictus 
     Out of the night that cov-
ers me, 
      Black as the pit from pole 
to pole, 
     I thank whatever gods 
may be 
      For my unconquerable 
soul. 
 
     In the fell clutch of cir-
cumstance 
      I have not winced nor 
cried aloud. 
     Under the bludgeonings 
of chance 
      My head is bloody, but 
unbowed. 
 
     Beyond this place of 
wrath and tears 
      Looms but the Horror of 
the shade, 
     And yet the menace of 
the years 
      Finds and shall find me 
unafraid. 
 
     It matters not how strait 
the gate, 
      How charged with pun-
ishments the scroll, 
     I am the master of my 
fate, 
      I am the captain of my 
soul. 
     -WILLIAM ERNEST 
HENLEY

In my formative years, I 
was taught at the prestig-
ious Queens College that we 
must change the world for 
the better, and lift humanity 
up. I can still remember my 
form master, now Ambas-
sador to Belgium, Dr. David 
Hales, exhorting us, “You 
have been selected from the 
entire country and, indeed 
the Caribbean, to attend 
this prestigious school to 
become leaders of men, 
ambassadors of human 
kind, and trail blazers to 

make the world a better 
place. Take your roles seri-
ously.” Quoting Luke 12:48 
and JFK, another belov-
ed teacher, C.A. Yansen, 
(Yango) told us, “To whom 
much is given, from him 
much is expected.”

I have endured various 
experiences, some great, 
and some not so great, to 
carry out that mandate. The 
most eye-opening was not 
as a prosecutor ridding soci-
ety of violent criminals, a 
magistrate dispensing jus-
tice, a justice of the peace, 
a three-time congression-
al, state senate, assembly 
or city council honoree, 
ambassador for peace, a dis-
trict leader, judicial delegate, 
county committeeman, 
head prefect, Lion or Rotar-
ian, in which capacities I 
served, but as an incarcer-
ated citizen. It is from that 
perspective that I unasham-
edly advocate for the many 
who have suffered injustice, 
bigotry and downright evil. 
“God has sent you here to 
expose the injustice and 
evil we have been burdened 
with,” they tasked me.

Evil, indeed, because our 
nation’s criminal justice sys-
tem is a disgrace. The United 
States makes up about five 
percent of the world’s popu-
lation, but has 25 percent of 
the world’s prisoners. People 
of color, particularly Afri-
can Americans and Lati-
nos, are unfairly targeted by 
the police and face harsher 
prison sentences than their 
white counterparts.

Indeed, people of color are 
disproportionately affected, 
targeted and destroyed by 
the criminal justice sys-
tem, to the extent that they 
are significantly overrepre-
sented in the United States 
prison population, making 

up more than 60 percent of 
the people behind bars — 
despite being only 13 per-
cent of the overall United 
States population. A whop-
ping 40 percent of those who 
are incarcerated are black. 
Latinos represent 16 percent 
of the overall population but 
19 percent of those who are 
incarcerated. On the other 
hand, whites make up 64 
percent of the overall popu-
lation but account for only 
39 percent of those who are 
incarcerated.

It is a burgeoning indus-
try for the real criminals. 
These vested interests pil-
lage $80 million while insti-
tutionalizing mass incar-
ceration of minorities. The 
consequences for the people 
who become their targets 
and stock in trade suffer 
destruction of lives, families 
and reputations, leading to 
barriers to employment and 
housing, social stigma, and 
many other evils. It is a per-
verted form of modern day 
slavery, a veritable human 
sausage factory.

Many of you related how 
the government wasted mil-
lions of dollars intimidating 
my campaign contributors, 
making an administrative 
matter into a huge, bogus 
federal crime, and threat-
ened these immigrant con-
tributors to testify falsely. 
Where are they regarding 
these real criminal enter-
prises that steal, waste and 
pillage tax payer funds? My 
consultants predicted cor-
rectly. I was either going 
to be assassinated or incar-
cerated. My story is not 
unique, but all too common 
for minorities. 

I became part of the stock 
in this revolving door of evil, 
where one in three black 

By Frank Clemente
The biggest losers from the 

GOP tax plans now before Con-
gress would be the 87 million 
middle-class families facing 
higher taxes, plus the 13 mil-
lion people who would lose 
their healthcare. The biggest 
winners? Millionaires and cor-
porations, of course.

Chief among those corpora-
tions: America’s top drug mak-
ers. Pharmaceutical firms will 
get tens of billions of dollars 
in tax cuts on their offshore 
profits alone, while continuing 
to gouge consumers with ever-
higher prices.  

A new report from my organ-
ization finds that the nation’s 
10 biggest drug companies — 
what we call the Pharma Big 
10 — jacked up the prices on 
some of their most widely pre-
scribed drugs by 40 percent to 
70 percent over a recent four-
year period, depending on the 
buyer. That upper figure was 
14 times the rate of inflation.

Meanwhile, those 10 big 
drug firms have stashed $500 
billion in profits offshore, 
mostly in tax havens, on which 
we estimate they owe $133 bil-
lion in unpaid U.S. taxes.

How does their offshore tax 
dodge work?

First, they shift control of a 
drug formula to a foreign sub-
sidiary, say in Ireland or Ber-
muda. Then they license the 
formula back to the U.S. parent 
at a steep price. This increases 
the parent company’s costs, 
thereby reducing its profits 
and thus its taxes. Meanwhile, 
profits are artificially booked 

where they’ll be taxed little if 
at all.

Their highly mobile patents 
make drug companies particu-
larly adept at this kind of “prof-
it shifting.”

But rather than crack down 
on Big Pharma’s tax dodging, 
the Republican tax plans would 
reward drug companies with a 
tax cut we estimate at nearly 
$80 billion on their half trillion 
dollars of offshore profits.

Our report examines the 
pricing of 31 of some of the 
most widely-prescribed drugs 
from U.S. pharmaceutical com-
panies between 2011 and 2015 
(the most recent data availa-
ble). We found that the average 
retail price of nine of the drugs 
most frequently prescribed for 
older Americans—blockbust-
ers like Pfizer’s arthritis medi-
cation Celebrex and Merck’s 
diabetes treatment Januvia — 
leaped by 71 percent.

Dozens of drugs purchased 
through Medicare and Med-
icaid rose by an average of 
44 percent and 40 percent, 
respectively.

Among the biggest spikes: 
the retail price of Pfizer’s nerve 
medication Lyrica doubled, 
while the price paid by Med-
icaid for Johnson & Johnson’s 
HIV treatment Prezista was up 
131 percent.

What happened to all the 
profits from these outrageous 
price hikes? Were they produc-
tively invested? Of course not. 
The earnings were shifted to 
offshore tax havens to avoid 
U.S. taxes. How patriotic.

Big pharma’s 
blockbuster tax cuts

OP-EDS

Modern day slavery 
in the United States
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Back in another century, the 
government of Jamaica cam-
paigned with encouragement 
to nationals to support local 
businesses. 

“Be Jamaican buy Jamai-
can” advanced a mantra eve-
ryone could relate to despite 
the onslaught of foreign made 
importations into the tiny 
island. 

And although in this centu-
ry, the common practice there 
has been focused on emulat-
ing everything foreign, when 
it comes to food, Jamaicans 
regardless of residencies are 
inclined to seek out and find 
food familiar to their native 
palate.

With that said, there was 
a time when Jamaican foods 
were a rarity in this city.

Maras, a food emporium 
located at Nostrand Ave. capi-
talized on the need and provid-
ed some of the more demanded 
imports from the Caribbean. 
Weekend rides on the IRT train 
to Brooklyn seemed a welcome 
ritual to navigate. In search 
of The Jamaica Gleaner, hard 
dough bread, Milo, Easter bun, 
tamarind balls, cola cham-
pagne and other Jamaican deli-

cacies it was the go-to place to 
find island eats and treats.

What is now a round-the-
way convenience was a sought-
after shopping experience only 
available in that singular outlet 
that imported goods to appease 
migrants to the then most pop-
ulous borough for Jamaican 
immigrants.

During the same period I 
recall ambling into a delicates-
sen on one occasion to experi-
ence a rude awakening about 
my sensibilities. 

From the counter, I spotted 
a golden item I could digest.

Unaccustomed to pizza, hot 
dogs and burgers, it was pure 
joy seeing a snack I could relate 
to – “a patty?” I said to myself. 

I recalled buying the item, 
biting into it and immediately 
felt nauseous. 

It was patty-looking but not 
the Jamaican snack I imagined 
but a knish. 

Repulsed by potatoes, the 

disappointment was more than 
colicky. 

In retrospect, patty shops, 
Jamaican bakeries, eateries 
and things Jamaican were few 
and far between. 

In the Bronx where White 
Castle ruled a patty defined 
anything but the beef-filled 
baked golden, flaky, nourish-
ment I was accustomed. 

As the years passed, Gig 
Young Bakery debuted at Utica 
Ave. offering sliced, hot, hard 
dough bread, bun and cheese, 
and tasty Jamaican patties. 

Tower Isles Jamaican Pat-
ties also satiated immigrants 
by offering lip-smacking food 
from yard.

Nakisaki, a Chinese-Jamai-
can restaurant opened on 
Long Island and in addition 
to cooking Asian and Jamai-
can delights won a reputation 
for serving the best Jamaican 
stewed peas and rice dinners.

By the 1970s, back in the 

Bronx it seemed as if an explo-
sion of social clubs, restaurants 
and vendors claimed Gun Hill 
Road as the mecca for immi-
grants from the land of wood 
and water.

Afterwards it was full speed 
ahead with Jamaica’s popular 
phrase, “we lickle but we tal-

lawah” — meaning small yet 
powerful or some version of the 
same boasting mettle.

A plethora of accomplish-
ments in the late eighties 
amplified by Jamaica’s dance-
hall rhythm revived reggae 
music as the driving beat to 

‘Golden’ legacy will feed enduring nourishment

Shabraj Miller (right) who will be studying pre-med at Leh-
man College was the recipient of a $2000 scholarship pre-
sented by Golden Krust President & CEO Lowell Hawthorne 
from the Mavis & Ephraim Hawthorne Golden Krust Foun-
dation.  Darren Hanson

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov

Odds of 
winning  Take 5? 

1 in 9.

Odds of getting 
enough sleep? 
1 in yawn.
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treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 
25% OFF

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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SMELL GAS. ACT FAST. Natural gas is clean, efficient 

and convenient. We cook 

with it. Keep warm with it. 

Even dry our clothes with 

it. Every day, Con Edison 

delivers natural gas safely 

and reliably to thousands 

of homes and businesses 

through a network of 

underground pipelines. 

Here are some tips to help 

everyone stay safe.

Gas leaks can create fires and explosions. It’s important that you 
and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and what to do 
if you suspect a leak.

  SIGNS OF A GAS LEAK
Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying for 
no reason.

Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

   WHAT TO DO IF YOU DETECT  
A GAS LEAK
immediately and take others with you.

produce sparks that might cause the gas to explode.

911 or 

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

even if you are in a public area.

1-718-643-4050.

   
BEFORE YOU DIG, CALL 811

call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
dig or excavate on public or private property. After you call, utility 
companies will mark the approximate location of their lines at no 
charge to you. 

  LEARN MORE
conEd.com/GasSafety.

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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By Desmond Brown
ROSEAU, Dominica, Dec 4, 

2017 (IPS) — McCarthy Marie 
has been living in the Fond 
Cani community, a few kilo-
metres east of the Dominica 
capital Roseau, for 38 years. The 
68-year-old economist moved to 
the area in 1979 following the 
decimation of the island by Hur-
ricane David.

But even though David was 
such a destructive hurricane, 
Marie told IPS that when Hur-
ricane Maria hit the island in 
September, islanders witnessed 
something they had never seen 
before.

“How many of the countries 
that continue to pollute the 
planet had to suffer a loss of 
224 percent of their GDP this 
year?” — Prime Minister Roo-
sevelt Skerrit.

“The entire city of Roseau was 
completely flooded,” Marie told 
IPS. “There is a major river flow-
ing through the centre of the 
city. The river rose pretty quick-
ly and that was compounded by 
the fact that we have five bridges 

crossing the river and a cou-
ple of those bridges, especially 
those we built more recently, 
were definitely built too low so 
they presented a barrier to the 
river and prevented the water 
from flowing into the sea as it 
would otherwise have done.”

Hurricane Maria, a category 
five storm with sustained winds 
reaching 180 miles an hour, 
battered the Caribbean nation 
for several hours between Sep. 
18-19. It left 27 people dead and 
as many missing, and nearly 90 
percent of the structures on the 
island damaged or destroyed.

Marie said Dominicans have 
been talking a lot about climate 
change for quite some time, but 
the island was not fully prepared 
for its impacts.

And while Dominicans in 
general have not been building 
with monster hurricanes like 
Maria in mind, Marie said he 
took an extraordinary step fol-
lowing his experience with Hur-
ricane David.

“I prepared for hurricanes by 
building my hurricane bunker 

in 1989 when I built my house. 
When the storm [Maria] started 
to get serious, we went into the 
bunker and we stayed there for 
the duration of the storm,” he 
said.

“I have been seeing more and 
more buildings going up that 
have concrete roofs but it’s not 
the standard by far. The usual 
standard is a house made of 
concrete and steel with a timber 
roof. So, most of the houses, the 
damage they suffered was that 
the timber roof got taken off and 
then water got inside the house 
and damaged all their stuff.

“We need to build houses 
that can withstand the wind, 
but the wind is not so much of 
a big problem. Our big problem 
is dealing with the amount of 
water and flooding that we are 
going to have,” Marie explained.

Like Marie, Bernard Wilt-
shire, who is a former attorney 
general here, believes Domini-
ca is big on talk about climate 
change but the rhetoric does not 
translate into tangible action on 
building resilience.

He cited the level of devasta-
tion in several countries in the 
Caribbean over the last hurri-
cane season.

“We certainly did not act 
fast enough in Dominica, we 
know that. And from looking 
at what happened in Puerto 

Rico and in Antigua and Bar-
buda, I didn’t see any evidence 
that we have really come to 
grips with what is required 
to make us more resilient in 
the face of those conditions 
that are going to confront us,” 
Wiltshire said.

Build back better: Dominica 
faces new climate reality

The island nation of Dominica, once know as a modern-day 
Garden of Eden, was ravaged by Hurricane Maria in Sep-
tember 2017.  Inter Pess Service / Desmond Brown
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Would you like to own the home you 
always wanted for you and your family?

Every rent payment goes into your landlord’s pocket.

You may qualify for special programs, for fi rst-time home buyers or 
VA loans for veterans. We are The Voice of the Caribbean Community in 

and around Queens, Brooklyn, and the Bronx, New York.

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

Visit us at www.rudyperkinsrealty.com 
or call me now at 203-243-3820

STOP PAYING RENT! 
Own Your Own Home Now

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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latest unemployment figures reflect a 
continued improvement from the sec-
ond quarter of this year- April to June 
2017- which was 20.8 percent. For that 
same period last year, unemployment 
was 21.4 percent.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago recorded 20 

murders in the first week of December, 
but Attorney General Faris –al-Rawi 
has given the assurance that the gov-
ernment is in control of the situation.

Commenting on the upsurge in mur-

ders, which has brought the year’s total 
so far to 465 as com-
pared to 433 for the 
same period last year, 
Al Rawi said he is con-
cerned not only by mur-
ders but all crimes.

He said the government has imple-
mented various initiatives including 
legislation aimed at reducing violent 
crimes.

The attorney general said the number 
of guns seized, is evidence of these ini-
tiatives. 

— Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7

DO IT NOW BEFORE YOUR WINTER 
WEIGHT GAIN

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Effectively

The ELITE PROTOCOL

Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.   Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

BEFORE AFTER

CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...
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12PM–12AM
Special $15 Per Person

 All Day 2 Hours Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
Special $15 per person

 All Day 2 Hours
Unlimited Bowling
Including Shoe Rental

11AM–12AM
HOLIDAY PRICING

 $9.00 Per Game Per Person
$6.00 Shoe Rental

11AM–2AM
Please contact

BOWL 360
for New Year’s Eve

Package Deals98-18 Rockaway Blvd.
Ozone Park, NY 11417
718.843.5553
Bowl360nyc@gmail.com

WWW.BOWL360.NYC

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Council Mem-

ber Jumaane Williams joined 
local activists, including the 
Rev. Kirsten John Foy and the 
National Action Network (NAN), 
in speaking out against the 
Fire Department of New York’s 
(FDNY) intention to allow Joe 
Cassano to re-enter its ranks on 
Monday, Dec 4. 

Cassano, 28, resigned four 
years ago after backlash to a 
series of racist and anti-Semitic 
tweets he published, said Wil-
liams, representative for the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn.

Cassano, the son of former 
FDNY Commissioner Salvatore 
Cassano, was set to join the 
FDNY Academy on Monday. 

Williams and Foy are among 
those opposed to Cassano re-
joining the force, saying “his past 
statements make him unfit for 
the post.” 

Last week, Williams again 
spoke out against what he 
described as “racial inequity in 
the FDNY” at a press conference 
in support of the “FDNY 7,” who 

are suing the organization for 
racially-biased practices.

According to PIX11, Cassano 
resigned in 2013 after tweeting 
messages such as, “News flash 
to half of the island — ur white! 
Stop talking like ur a shwoog.” 
Shwoog is a derogatory term 
for a person of African descent, 
PIX11 said. 

“I like Jews about as much 
as Hitler #toofar? nope,” said 
another Cassano tweet, which 
Williams read at the protest.

“MLK could go kick rocks for 
all I care, but thanks for the time 
and a half today,” yet another 
Cassano tweet read. 

PIX11 said Cassano was 
allowed to rejoin the EMT ranks 
of the fire department, “because 
he’d resigned, rather than hav-
ing been fired. It is common for 
EMTs to transition to firefighter 
status.” 

That fact is no solace to Rev. 
Foy, the president of NAN’s 
Brooklyn Chapter.

“If you’re a black firefighter,” 
he told PIX11 News, “or a Jewish 
firefighter and this guy is behind 

you in a burning building, do you 
feel safe?”

Cassano has, since his infa-
mous tweets from four years 
ago, apologized multiple times 
and undergone counseling with 
the rabbi who ran the Museum 
of Tolerance at the Simon Wie-
senthal Center, PIX11 said.

But it said that is still not 
convincing some officials and 
activists.

“An apology is nice,” said Rev. 
Foy. “But that doesn’t mean he 
can be trusted with the public’s 
health.”

On Monday, Mayor Bill De 
Blasio defended Joe Cassano’s 
promotion to firefighter, say-
ing that while Cassano’s tweets 
were “inexcusable,” the mayor, 
nonetheless, “believe[s] in sec-
ond chances,” and that Cassa-
no deserves one, according to 
PIX11.

However, the mayor added, “If 
there’s any further incident, it’ll 
be dealt with very harshly.”

Cassano was expected to be 
sworn in as a probationary fire-
fighter on Dec. 11, PIX11 said.

Activists speak out against 
‘racial issues in FDNY’

Jumaane Williams speaks out against racial issues in FDNY.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky



Caribbean Life, Dec. 15–Dec. 21, 2017 19  BQ

1-917-246-2888.
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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Learn more — call  
1-844-430-1699 (TTY 711).

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name for HealthPlus HP, LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health,  
The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

ENYMKT-0337-17 

They help you stay young, we’ll help  
you stay healthy. 
Empire — health care for every generation. 

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

LANDLORD & TENANT MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Lasagna Bolognese

Dinner Salad  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

CHOICE OF ENTREE
 Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5oz. Lobster Tails  ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5oz. Filet, 5oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni

CHOICE OF DESSERT
 Ice Cream or Sherbet   Tiramisu    Fresh Fruit Plate
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel

COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries, Ice Cream or Chocolate Mousse

$42.00
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Christmas 
Eve Dinner

MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS, HOLIDAY PARTY AND NEW YEAR’S RESERVATION TODAY
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By Tangerine Clarke
The festive season would not be the 

same without the NOW Production fun-
filled children’s Christmas party, that 
brought cheer and goodwill to kids in 21 
District of Brooklyn. NOW Production’s 
CEO Natasha Wilson, and the Flatbush 
YMCA, on Dec. 9 hosted its Annual 
Christmas Party, in the Y’s gym, much 
to the delight of scores of community 
children. 

The kids, decked out in festive outfits, 
garnered loud applause as they strutted 
their little stuff on the runway in the 
Junior Edition and NOW Production 
Babies, categories. Additionally, the little 
merrymakers won prizes for their musi-
cal chairs and dance-off competitions. 

The more than five hours of Christ-

mas event ensured that every child had 
his or her candy fix from a very large 
confection station, where the kids had 
lots to choose from. They also feasted on 
favorite cotton candy, popcorn, hotdogs 
and much more.

And to top off the day of fun, popu-
lar young artists, Jal-Lani and Nathan-
iel, sang Christmas Carols to keep the 
young ones entertained, before Santa 
Claus arrived with gifts to put a smile on 
the faces of many of the less fortunate 
children.

Ms. Wilson who launched NOW 
Production to promote the talents of 
children in the community, was later 
inspired to host events like a Christmas 
party to give back to under privileged 
children. She said, as a mother who 
loves children and enjoys seeing the glee 
in their eyes, especially those who are 
under served. 

The gift giving, and the gift of giving 
back, will certainly leave lasting memo-
ries for all who attended, and shared in 
the festive spirit, including parents who 

won exciting raffle prizes, and feasted on 
fine fare.

NOW Production is known in the com-
munity for its children friendly event. Last 
year, for the first time, the Easter Bunny 
entertained kids in Queens, with an East-
er egg hunt, friendly competitions, and 
loads of candy. Students also received 
school supplies and other goodies.

NOW Production and its CEO wish 
children and their families everywhere, a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
year. 

By Nelson A. King
On Friday, Dec. 8 Brooklyn Coun-

cil Member Jumaane Williams cel-
ebrated the holiday season with fami-
lies in the community at the annual 
Holiday Tree Lighting in Amersfort 
Park, E 38th St., Brooklyn. 

“Families enjoyed an evening of 
food, fun and caroling, and, of course, 
lit up the tree to shine throughout 
the park,” said Williams, who rep-
resents the 45th Council District in 
Brooklyn.

The event was hosted by the Friends 
of Amersfort Park and Elite Learn-
ers, Inc., and supported by Williams, 
Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein, 
Flatlands Flatbush Civic Group, Nieuw 
Amersfort Community Association 
and Partnership for Parks. 

“The annual event drew an excited 

crowd that was in the holiday spirit,” 
Williams said.

He said entertainment featured hol-
iday songs performed by the PS 119 
student chorus, under the direction of 
December Francis. 

Students from the school also 
designed creative ornaments that were 
hung from the Christmas Tree, Wil-
liams said, adding that Santa Claus 
even stopped by the park, “to the 
delight of the children and families.”

Jumaane Williams joins holiday tree lighting

Santa Claus puts a smile on the faces of these precious children at the NOW Production Christmas Party at the 
Flatbush YMCA. NOW Production

NOW Production fetes kids at Christmas party

A little cutie is pleased with her gift 
from Santa Claus. NOW Production

Council Member Jumaane Williams joins families at annual tree lghting in 
the park. Offi ce of Council Member Jumaane Williams

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com
for the latest in Caribbeannews,
entertainment, sports, business,

viewpoints and more.
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B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy

JOIN US 
FOR OUR

FREE 
NUTRITION 

AND LIFESTYLE
EDUCATION 

CLASSES

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Healthy & Pain Free
Get Immediate Relief From:

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

  BACK PAIN
  NECK PAIN
  FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 
SHOULDER PAIN
  HEADACHES
  SCOLIOSIS
  DIABETES
  FIBROMYALGIA
  ADD/ADHD/
AUTISTIC DISORDER
  SPORTS INJURIES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees for 
uninsured patients

R All Major CC
R Military Discounts

COMMUNITY BANKING FROM MONTAUK TO MANHATTAN

631.537.1000  I  BRIDGENB.COM

WE CAN’T 
WAIT TO 

WELCOME 
YOU HOME.

Member FDIC
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 
(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET
OPEN HOLIDAYS 

3  $39
/4
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Between 2011 and 2016, basically 
the same period in which they were 
strenuously jacking up drug prices on 
consumers and taxpayers, the Pharma 
Big 10 increased their offshore profits 
by two-thirds, to around $500 billion.

The firms owe an estimated $133 
billion in U.S. taxes on those profits 
under current rules. But the GOP tax 
bills in Congress would slash the tax 
rate on those earnings from 35 percent 
now to 14 percent. The new discounted 
tax they would owe is just $55 billion—
a tax cut of nearly $80 billion.

That lost revenue could pay for a 
year-and-a-half of Medicaid prescrip-
tion drug spending, or five years of 
healthcare for nine million kids under 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (CHIP).

What’s worse, the proposed corpo-
rate tax giveaways that will so gener-
ously reward big drug firms will likely 
be paid for by cuts to Medicare and 
Medicaid, the very programs that Big 
Pharma is price gouging.

The attack has already begun. The 
Senate GOP’s tax plan would help 
cover the cost of its $1.4 trillion in tax 

cuts for corporations and the wealthy 
by repealing a core part of the Afford-
able Care Act, losing 13 million people 
their healthcare and raising premiums 
on millions more.

Separately, the deficit caused by the 
tax cuts will trigger automatic cuts to 
Medicare of $25 billion next year and 
$400 billion over a decade.

And before the tax bill has even 
become law, Republicans have been 
calling for more cuts to Medicare, and 
even to Social Security, to reduce the 
growing national debt, which  their 
tax plan will accelerate.

That’s not surprising. After all, the 
GOP budget blueprint earlier this year 
called for a $1 trillion cut to Medicaid 
and a $473 cut to Medicare in anticipa-
tion of needing to pay for the massive 
tax cuts for the wealthy.

Unless the Republican tax plan is 
rejected, the Pharma Big 10 will get 
a massive tax cut on profits made 
price gouging consumers and taxpay-
er-funded health programs for essen-
tial drugs. And the GOP calls this 
“reform.” 

Frank Clemente is executive direc-
tor or Americans for Tax Fairness.

Big pharma’s blockbuster tax cuts
Continued from Page 10 

men will go to prison at some point 
during their lifetimes; one in six Latino 
males will have the same fate. By con-
trast, only 1 out of every 17 white males 
is expected to go to prison. A similar 
pattern exists among women: 1 in 111 
white women, 1 in 18 black women, and 
1 in 45 Latina women will go to prison 
at some point. 

Furthermore, African Americans are 
2.5 times more likely to be arrested 
than whites. These horrible statistics 
are driven by the so-called War on 
Drugs, which has disproportionately 
affected people of color. Despite using 
and selling drugs at rates similar to 
those of their white counterparts, Afri-
can Americans and Latinos comprise 
62 percent of those in state prisons for 
drug offenses and 72 percent of those 
sentenced for federal drug trafficking 
offenses, which generally carry extreme 
mandatory minimum sentences.

Moreover, people of color, particularly 
black males, face longer sentences than 
their white non-Hispanic counterparts 
for similar crimes. According to the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission, between 2007 
and 2011, sentences for black males were 
19.5 percent longer than those for whites. 
Indeed, black men were 25 percent less 
likely to receive sentences below the sen-
tencing guidelines for the crime of which 
they were convicted.

During traffic stops, people of color 
are more likely to be searched than 

their white counterparts. National survey 
data show that blacks and Latinos are 
three times more likely to be searched 
than whites. Blacks are searched in six 
percent of traffic stops and Hispanics 
are searched in seven percent of stops, 
whereas whites are searched only two 
percent of the time. Imagine how many 
times worse this would have been had we 
not defeated the bill seeking to legalize 
racial profiling in New York state, when I 
launched my first campaign in 2005.

Students of color continue to face 
harsher punishments at school than 
their white non-Hispanic counterparts. 
A 2010 study found that more than 70 
percent of students who are “involved 
in school-related arrests or referred to 
law enforcement” are black or Latino. 
Indeed, black students are three times 
more likely to be suspended or expelled 
than white students. During the 2011-
12 school year, 16 percent of black K-12 
students were suspended, compared with 
seven percent of Latino students and five 
percent of white students.

People of color are targeted unfairly in 
the juvenile justice system. According to 
a 2014 report on racial discrimination in 
America, juveniles of color represented 
67 percent of “juveniles committed to 
public facilities nationwide,” nearly twice 
their share of the juvenile population. 
Despite comprising only 15 percent of 
the juvenile population, black juveniles 
were arrested two times more often than 
their white counterparts.

Modern day slavery in America
Continued from Page 10 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge
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ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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By Vinette K. Pryce 
The oldest Caribbean organi-

zation in America lavished high 
accolades on Michael Manley, 
Jamaica’s fourth prime minis-
ter on Dec. 10, the anniversary 
of his 93rd birthday. 

During an intimate Sunday 
afternoon celebration at their 
Bronx headquarters, mem-
bers of the 81-year-old Jamaica 
Progressive League Inc., along 
with admirers of the charis-
matic, progressive and socialist 
former leader reflected on a 
lifelong legacy that ended when 
he died Mar. 6, 1997.

The posthumous tribute 
included testaments and com-
mentary from Professor Basil 
“Bagga” Wilson, a retired prov-
ost of John Jay College of Crim-
inal Justice, Jose Richards, a 
JPL member and even individu-
als who shared Manley’s vision 
of revolutionizing Jamaica’s 
political path during the early 
decades of self-governance.

Organizers invited the pub-
lic to “hear presentations and 
accounts from scholars and 
historians on the life of one of 
Jamaica’s most eloquent vision-
ary and leader.”

Acclaimed to being “a cham-
pion of Third World issues who 
always put people first” the son 
of one of Jamaica’s founding 
fathers and premiere leader of 
the People’s National Party — 
Norman Washington Manley 
— and one of three advocates 

to propose the JPL in New York 
City, the second generation 
party champion emerged one 
of the most revered prime min-
isters from the Caribbean.

First elected Mar. 1972, he 
served his first tenure until 
Nov. 1980. During that period, 
he helped to establish a min-
imum wage for all workers, 
including domestic workers. 

According to Wikipedia — 
“in 1974, Manley proposed free 
education from primary school 
to university.”

“The introduction of univer-
sally free secondary education 
was a major step in remov-
ing the institutional barriers 
to private sector and preferred 
government jobs that required 
secondary diplomas. The 
PNP government in 1974 also 
formed the Jamaica Movement 
for the Advancement of Literacy 
(JAMAL), which administered 
adult education programs with 
the goal of involving 100,000 
adults a year.”

Declared a Democratic 
Socialist, “land reform expand-
ed under his administration” 
when he proposed Project Land 
Lease in 1973 in an “attempt 
for an integrated rural develop-
ment approach, providing tens 
of thousands of small farm-
ers with land, technical advice, 
inputs such as fertilizers and 
access to credit.”

Reportedly an estimated 
14 percent of idle land was 

redistributed through this pro-
gram, much of which had been 
abandoned during the post-war 
urban migration and / or pur-
chased by large bauxite com-
panies.

Manley also modified the 
minimum voting age require-
ment by lowering it to 18 
years.

The long list of Manley man-
ifesto includes his introduction 
of equal pay for women; mater-
nity leave, and reversing neg-
ative perceptions and stigma 
associated with illegitimacy. 
His government abolished the 
Masters and Servants Act and a 
Labor Relations and Industrial 
Disputes Act provided workers 
and their trade unions with 
enhanced rights. 

By his direction, the Nation-
al Housing Trust was estab-
lished, providing “the means 
for most employed people to 
own their own homes,” and 
greatly stimulated housing 
construction, with more than 
40,000 houses built between 
1974 and 1980.

Manley also served a second 
term from 1989 to 1992.

Those facts were amplified 
and celebrated by Wilson, a 
scholar and historian.

Manley died of prostate can-
cer at age 72 on Mar. 6, 1997 
the same day as Prime Minis-
ter Cheddi Jagan of Guyana. 

Both Michael Manley and 
his father Norman are interred 

at the National Heroes Park in 
Kingston, Jamaica.

The JPL was founded in 
1936 by W. Adolphe Roberts. 

By mobilizing nationals 
here to unite for the better-
ment of the island, Roberts’ 

primary aim was to achieve 
self-government, autonomy, 
sovereignty and independence 
for his native Jamaica.

The country was first in the 
Caribbean to achieve that goal 
on Aug. 6, 1962. 

JPL fetes Jamaica’s vanguard leader

Former Jamaican Prime Minister Michael Manley. 
 Associated Press / Scott Applewhite

By Nelson A. King
The United States Depart-

ment of State has reported that 
the United States and Cuba on 
Monday, Dec. 11 held their 31st 
biannual Migration Talks in 
Washington, D.C.

The State Department said 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Western Hemisphere 
Affairs John Creamer and Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of State 
for Consular Affairs Ed Ramo-
towski led the United States del-
egation. 

Cuba’s Foreign Ministry 
Director General for US Affairs 
Josefina Vidal led the Cuban 
delegation.

The State Department said 
the delegations discussed “the 
significant reduction in irregu-
lar migration” from Cuba to the 
United States since the imple-
mentation of the January 2017 
Joint Statement. 

Apprehensions of Cuban 
migrants at United States 
ports of entry decreased by 64 
percent from fiscal year 2016 
to 2017, and maritime inter-
dictions of Cuban migrants 
decreased by 71 percent, the 
statement said. 

It said the United States 
confirmed it met its annual 
commitment in fiscal year 
2017 to facilitate legal migra-
tion by issuing a minimum of 
20,000 documents under the 
Migration Accords to Cubans 
to immigrate to the United 
States. 

“The US delegation also 
raised the need for increased 
Cuban cooperation in the 
return of Cubans with final 
orders of removal from the 
United States,” the statement 
said. “A strong migration poli-
cy is vital to the United States’ 
national security.” 

United States, Cuba hold biannual migration talks

In this Jan. 12, 2017 photo, Josefi na Vidal speaks to reporters in Havana, Cuba.
 Associated Press / Desmond Boylan, File
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GREAT DEAL!

SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

12/13 7AM -12/18 7PM
13 14 15 16 17 18SALE STARTS

Navel OrangesBananas

D

22 44$$forfor

Apple JuiceCream Cheese

K D

K D K D K

Eggplants

Tomato Ketchup Sugar

YamsMacintosh Apples

Honey

California Celery

¢¢5959lb.lb.

Kirbys

¢¢5959lb.lb.

¢¢5959lb.lb.

¢¢4949lb.lb.

¢¢6969

$$299299 $$299299 $$199199 $$199199 $$199199

$$199199 77forfor

$$199199

$$499499
lb.lb.

$$499499

¢¢4949lb.lb.

EBT

Roasted Pistachios

Mangoes

Loaf Cakes

Romaine Hearts

ORGANIC

      
 

Prepare today for tomorrow. Connect locally to others going 
through what you are, meet our team for expert advice, get 
fi nancial assistance, home care, and so much more. 

When memory fades, our commitment endures. Call 
Care NYC today.

Toll free: 877-577-9337

For more information: 
carenyc@scsny.org
www.scsny.org

Care NYC is a FREE service available 
throughout the fi ve boroughs.

If you care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s 
 we haven’t forgotten your needs.
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CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
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PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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By Nelson A. King
The Brooklyn-based St. Vin-

cent & the Grenadines Diaspora 
Committee of New York, Inc. 
(SVGDCNY) said on Monday 
that it was profoundly saddened 
by the passing of its chairman, 
Maxwell Fitz-Osbourne Hay-
wood. 

Haywood, a popular Vin-
centian community activist in 
Brooklyn and United Nations 
Development Officer, died on 
Nov. 29, said his wife Sherrill-
Ann Haywood, who had worked 
closely with him in SVGDCNY. 
He was 53.  

Mrs. Haywood said her hus-
band was ailing for most of this 
year. His Home-going Service 
takes place on Friday at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal (Anglican) 
Church, between Nostrand and 
New York Aves., in Brooklyn.

Haywood was instrumental 
in the formation of SVGDCNY 
in 2010 and was elected its first 
chairman, a position he held 
until his “untimely demise,” 
said SVGDCNY in a statement 
on Monday. 

“He made an indelible mark 
on the organization, both in 
terms of his governance style 
and expertise,” it said. “Over his 

tenure, Maxwell brought unique 
insight, acumen and leadership 
to the Diaspora Committee, as 
it expanded beyond its core mis-
sion as a policy-making organi-
zation, to community outreach 
in the areas of sports and cul-
ture. 

“His vision and emphasis were 
to promote unity among Vin-
centians in the U.S.A. and the 
wider Diaspora, and to positive-
ly impact issues related to devel-
opment and migration in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.,” 
it added. “His leadership and 
commitment to the mission and 
mandate of the Diaspora Com-
mittee was unmatched, and 
he worked tirelessly to advo-
cate and raise awareness of the 
particular issues confronting 
the Vincentian Diaspora in the 
U.S.A.” 

The group said Haywood pre-
sided over the establishment of 
its annual Gala and Heritage 
Awards, a program to honor 
Vincentians for their outstand-
ing contributions to all aspects 
of Vincentian life and excel-
lence. 

“He had a deep love of the 
Caribbean, Africa and his belov-
ed homeland, St. Vincent & the 

Grenadines, and its people,” it 
said. “The long-term sustain-
ability and engagement of the 
Diaspora Committee were some 
of his top priorities, and we shall 
endeavor to that goal.

“On this sad occasion, the 
members of the SVG [St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines] Diaspora 
Committee of New York extend 
our deepest condolences to his 
family, and our heartfelt grati-
tude to this exceptional, but 
humble man,” the group added. 

Haywood’s death overshad-
owed, on Dec. 3, the gala 8th 
Annual Luncheon of the Brook-
lyn-based group VincyCares 
at El Caribe Country Club in 
Brooklyn.

Haywood died after Vincy-
Cares had announced early this 
year that he would be among 
four individuals and a group to 
be honored at its annual grand 
celebration that usually takes 
place at the Friends of Crown 
Heights Educational Center in 
Brooklyn. The event was held 
Sunday, for the first time, at El 
Caribe Country Club. 

Mrs. Haywood, an employee 
at Brooklyn’s predominantly 
Black Medgar Evers College, 
accepted the award posthu-

mously in the highly passionate 
ceremony. 

The Rev. Dr. Roxie Irish, a 
youth minister at Miracle Tem-
ple Ministries in the Brownville 
section of Brooklyn and founder 
and president of the United Vin-
cie Cultural Group of Brooklyn, 
had, inevitably, set the tone for 
the pall, which was cast over the 
ceremony, in very terse remarks 
before delivering the opening 
prayer.

“In our community, we’re 
mourning, because one of our 
very special stalwarts transi-
tioned from this life,” she said, 
asking for, and receiving, a 
minute’s silence from patrons 
in honor of Haywood. “And it’s 
none other but our dear broth-
er, Maxwell Haywood.”  

Mrs. Haywood’s acceptance 
speech was preceded and fol-
lowed by standing ovations, and 
interspersed with selections – 
by DJ Kemmy “Man Kemmy” 
Christopher, the 1989 Junior 
Calypso King in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines – from calyp-
sonian Rasum’s “Perseverance” 
and Elton John’s “Candle in the 
Wind.”

“Thanks for the overwhelm-
ing support since Maxwell’s 

passing and all the prayers and 
well wishes,” said Mrs. Hay-
wood, as tears streamed down 
the cheeks of some patrons, and 
some used tissue to dry their 
eyes. “Maxwell was especially 
happy to receive this particular 
award because of his respect for 
Vincycares and the work they 
do. This year’s theme ‘Youth 
development is the path to suc-
cessful leadership’ also resonat-
ed with him, because it exempli-
fies his own life and journey.”. 

Since migrating to the US, 
Haywood served many organi-
zations in the Vincentian com-
munity in Brooklyn. He was the 
former chairperson of the St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Pro-
gressive League; and he played 
an active role in the forma-
tion of the Vincentian umbrella 
group in the US, the Brooklyn-
based Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO).

He also served as general sec-
retary to the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Homecoming prep-
arations in New York in 2009, 
and served as the general secre-
tary to the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Cultural Symposi-
um Committee in New York. 

Vincentian community activist dead at 53
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
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Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
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By Alexandra Simon
He’s calling it traphall music.
Queens-based debut artist 

Ray Sytes says traphall is a rep-
resentative combination of two 
music styles. Born in Guyana 
and raised in the United States 
since he was a child, he grew 
up being in tune with both his 
native and adopted culture. Ini-
tially spearheading his career 
in music with hip-hop, he soon 
found that leaning more towards 
music inspired by his Caribbean 
roots, like dancehall in particu-
lar, he could really grab an edge 
on his artistry.

“I always wrote raps and I 
rapped for a long time, but one 
day someone told me to embrace 
Caribbean music and do a track, 
and I did it and got feedback 
on it more than ever before,” 
he said.

From then onward, he started 
exploring the genre and decided 
to mix dancehall with the style 
of music he was originally doing 
— trap music, a sub-genre of 
hip hop. Growing up a fan of 
both dancehall and rap, he felt 

that encompassing both genres 
into his style would help him 
transform as an artist and find 
his unique talent.

And when the response to his 
single “Mi Wan Burn,” gained 
traction, he knew it was what 
he destined for and the song 
was even discovered by a digital 
cable music program.

“I said to myself ‘Let me 
use my Caribbean music and 
see where it goes,’ and when I 
put that single out, and Music 
Choice picked it up and I felt 
that I found my niche,” said 
Sytes. 

In describing the sound of his 
music, the beats are typically 
Caribbean style and aim to be 
energetic but sensational, said 
Sytes. He added that he tends to 
use his rap-style voice and opts 
out of using Caribbean lingo or 
twang that is usually used in the 
dancehall genre.

His musical inspirations are 
big names in dancehall such as 
Vybz Kartel, Movado, and Alka-
line, which he is often compared 
to, while his hip-hop influences 

are rap legends like Jay Z, Tupac, 
and Biggie Smalls.

Although Sytes talks about 
many different themes in his 
music, he is often drawn to 
highlighting romantic subjects 
and talking about relationships. 
Sytes also says he wants his 
listeners to be able to vibe to 
his music, and experience the 
subject he is talking about as 
they listen. 

“I want them to feel whatever 
emotion I’m putting on a par-
ticular track, and feel what I’m 
flowing,” he said.

As more artists continue to 
experiment and branch into the 
evolving genre of dancehall, 
Sytes says the change is a sign 
of more diverse music to come, 
and will allow dancehall to be 
showcased as a vast music style. 

“I would say it’s expanding 
more and more as far as differ-
ent styles go. Many artists are 
experimenting and they don’t 
feel they have to stay stuck in 
one genre, and this is giving 
artists an even bigger plat-
form to express themselves.”

Sytes says that while he 
was not working on a studio 
album, he is promoting his 
current single “Body Talk,” 

and wants to continue getting 
his name out there with songs 
and gradually introduce him-
self to the scene.

Up-and-coming Queens 
artist fuses genres

Sytes says his music is inspired by artists such as Jay Z to 
Alkaline. Sytes Media

Pain & disturbance 
in urination? Suspect that you 
may have prostate problems?

According to the National Am-
bulatory Medical Care Survey, one 
in every two men over age 50 suffers 
from an enlarged prostate, and at age 
75, about 80% of men suffer from this 
condition. Are you part of this dis-
turbing statistic? If you are a male 
and experience painful urinary 
symptoms that make life diffi cult, 
it’s time to talk to a urologist. 

Symptoms and Testing
BPH (Benign prostatic hyper-

plasia or enlarged prostate) occurs 
when the prostate gland becomes 
enlarged due to an excess growth 
of healthy cells. The presence of an 
enlarged prostate can be identifi ed 
through the prevalence of the follow-
ing symptoms:

Increased frequency & diffi culty 
urinating (especially frequent uri-
nation at night), weakening of the 
stream of urine, feeling of incom-
plete emptying of the bladder, and 
diffi culty holding in urine.

These symptoms emerge gradu-
ally, often growing and worsening. 
Such conditions are often mistak-
enly blamed on age, stress and other 
factors, which is absolutely not the 
case.

In order to rule out prostate can-
cer and alleviate symptoms, it is im-
portant to see a urologist as soon as 
any of these symptoms occur. BPH 
does not cause prostate cancer, both 
affl ictions may be present at the 
same time. The Accord Physicians 
Prostate Center is home to a unique 
laboratory and certifi ed patholo-
gist, who can quickly and accurately 
study PSA (prostate specifi c antigen) 
in blood and, if necessary, take a 
painless biopsy (sampling of cells) of 
the prostate. This eliminates the pos-
sibility of prostate cancer, which is 
identical with BPH in its symptoms.

Treatment
There are various treatments for 

an enlarged prostate, including min-
imally invasive and surgical treat-
ments. If symptoms begin affecting 
your daily life, treatment options 
such as minimally invasive proce-
dures, medication, or surgery may 
help. The Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center offers a range of possibili-
ties for the treatment of an enlarged 
prostate, including applied therapeu-
tic and physiotherapeutic methods.

Minimally Invasive Procedures

Minimally invasive procedures 
usually allow patients to recovery 
quickly after treatment with little to 
no complications. These procedures 

involve using microwave therapy to 
eliminate portions of the prostate.  

Medication & Drug Therapies

Medications and drug therapies 
are commonly used to relieve mod-
erate symptoms of an enlarged pros-
tate. The goal of these medications is 
to relax the muscles in the prostate 
and bladder in order to reduce blad-
der obstructions.

Surgical Procedures

Surgical procedures involve re-
moving the inner part of the pros-
tate through a special instrument 
inserted into the urethra. If the pros-
tate has greatly enlarged, an open 
prostatectomy is necessary, where 
an incision is made in the abdomen 
from which the inner layer in the 
prostate is removed. 

Because BPH and prostate cancer 
can coexist, urologists at the Prostate 
Center are meticulous in diagnosing 
BPH and highly recommend regu-
lar screening for prostate cancer. If 
you experience excessive discomfort 
from your symptoms, do not hesitate 
to discuss your treatment options 
with one of the award-winning urolo-
gists at the Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center. If your life has been im-
pacted by BPH, come visit Prostate 
Center and see how you can restore 
your comfort.   

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

You May Have An Enlarged Prostate and Not Know It!

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN: 

(718) 878-3523 
www.AccordMD.com

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography
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CARIBBEAN LIFE 
IS LOOKING FOR 
DYNAMIC MEDIA 
SALESPEOPLE

BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper reaching the Caribbean 

Diaspora for more than 25 years, is looking for experienced salespeople 
to sell print, digital, and sponsorship advertising.

The position requires a motivated outside sales representative to develop new business 
through in-person sales calls, and to grow revenue by exceeding customer expectations.

Caribbean Life is part of Community News Group (CNG) which reaches 
over a million readers weekly with its 20+ newspapers.  

In addition CNG has digital products, magazines, and local events.

Please send your resume and cover letter to rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
or call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510. 

 communication skills

 profi ciency

 required

 Expenses, Paid vacation

Requirements & Qualifi cations

Community News Group is an EOE.
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance. When you 
have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life and self-esteem will soar.

Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for 
a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and size 
of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating a seamless 
and beautiful smile. As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and replacement of dental 
implants. His goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously straighten 
crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal brackets and 
wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of aligners is custom-
made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends 
Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

propel movement of Jah 
people.

SONY Music signed 
Shabba Ranks to a record-
ing deal and cracked the 
industry resulting with a 
decade of prosperity for 
deejays and entertainers.

Bronx-based Vernon’s 
Jerk Paradise catered vir-
tually every listening party 
media and insiders were 
invited to tune in to new 
music regardless of genre.

Major record labels 
helped to propel the 
demand for Jamaican 
cuisine by blazing a trail 
through music.

In addition to Manhat-
tan, the two boroughs 
jockeyed to capture the 
niche.

In Brooklyn, double-
parked cars hampered 
traffic where Apache, a 
fish spot at Prospect Place 
sold escoveitched fish and 
crust.

To the uninitiated, crust 
is a long, flaky, flavorful, 
rectangular shaped, meat-
less baked dough.

As Jamaicans in Brook-
lyn rallied to buy Jamai-
can, Lowell Hawthorne 
launched his brand in the 
Bronx. 

He named it Golden 
Krust Caribbean Bakery 
& Grill. 

Crust with a K provid-
ed comfort food, nostalgia 
and relevance to a bur-
geoning community that 
longed for soul food from 
Jamaica.

Just as the golden arch-
es identify McDonald’s as 
the American burger spot, 
a golden marquee deter-
mined the power of the 
patty, the might of the 
immigrant and his entre-
preneurial success in “tak-
ing the taste of Jamaica to 
the world.”

Reportedly, the blue on 
the logo represents the 
Caribbean Sea and the 
yellow that brightens the 
walls and awning of the 
restaurants mimic the 
tropical sunshine.

Any patron to any 
location will also read-
ily acknowledge the Carib-
bean music played in every 
franchise.

Hawthorne once said 
the sound is integral to 
creating a “Caribbean 
experience.”

Hawthorne provided 

‘festival,’ the long, tall 
corn replica to crust, ackee 
patties, Jamaica’s national 
dish of ackee and saltfish, 
oxtails, rice and peas, cur-
ried goat, cow-foot soup, 
red peas and gungoo soup, 
Easter buns, brown-stewed 
chicken etc. 

He established 16 fran-
chises in New York and 
was emulated by a com-
petitor who launched six 
Silver Krust West Indian 
Restaurants in Brooklyn 
and Queens in order to 
capitalize on the boon. 

His Bronx plant alleg-
edly prepares 24,000 patty 
batters per hour every day. 

Reportedly, staffers 
work 16-hour shifts each 
day in order to supply the 
demand from franchises.

Golden Krust has been 
a runaway success.

The brand has made its 
way into the correctional 
system, the military and 
inside the hall of prestig-
ious restaurants at Grand 
Central Terminal.

Single packaged beef, 
chicken and vegetable 
patties are sold in Dollar 
stores throughout.

Reportedly, on the verge 
of expanding the Midas to 
the Middle East and Can-
ada, no other patty maker 
rivals the Golden Krust 
brand.

When the Jamaica 
Tourist Board opened a 
pop-up shop recently to 
promote the best of the 
island Hawthorne’s neph-
ew, Steven Clarke -- who is 
director of marketing and 
public relations-- delivered 
and served free patties to 
guests. 

It was Clarke who faced a 
barrage of media to explain 
the family tragedy.  

Hawthorne died Dec. 2, 
seven months and one day 
after his 57th birthday.

The following day 
a song in tribute to the 
president and chief execu-
tive officer flooded social 
media.

“You created Golden 
Krust… people said you 
had that golden touch… 
NY cannot compre-
hend… we lost a father 
and friend… Jah know we 
miss you so much… but 
your memories will live 
on… because you created 
Goldn Krust.” 

Catch You On The 
Inside! 

Patty King
Continued from Page 11 
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

By Tangerine Clarke
Consul General of Guyana to New 

York, Barbara Atherly has announced 
that the once a quarter Consular serv-
ices, started in September of this year, 
will return on Saturday, Dec. 16, from 
10 am to 2 pm, at the Guyana Consu-
late, located at 308 W 38th St., New 
York City.

The diplomat noted, in addition to 
Consular Services, however, there will 
be a Guyanese Christmas celebration, 
filled with cheer and goodwill, dur-
ing which, citizens would be given an 
opportunity to send-out Christmas 
greetings to friends and family, both in 
the diaspora, and back home.

Mrs. Atherly told Caribbean Life 
that the first Consular services offered 
three month ago, was a resounding suc-
cess, and as such, the consulate looks 
forward to serving all Guyanese who, 
because of their busy workweek sched-
ule, are not able to visit the consulate 

during regular business hours. 
She has said in the past, that the 

consulate worked very hard to enhance 
services in an easier, friendlier way, and 
has implemented an automated tele-
phone system, and launched an interac-
tive, user-friendly website (https://www.
guyanaconsulatenewyork.org). 

In addition to outreach programs that 
have serviced Guyanese in Schenectady, 
New Jersey and Connecticut, and the 
boroughs, the consulate now has in 
place, machine-readable passports, 
accepted through a mail-in system. 

Applicants could use overnight / 
express mail, with tracking ability for 
exact record keeping, as well as for the 
applicant’s peace of mind.

Some of the services being offered 
include, passport application, marriage 
certificates, pension certificates, nota-
rization, emergency travel documents, 
birth certificates, and death certifi-
cates, among other services.

Guyana Consulate 
services, Christmas 

cheer on Dec. 16
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Kitchen Cabinets, 
Flooring, Bath 

Vanities, Faucets, 
Exterior and 

Interior Doors, 
Locks and Much 

More, 

FREE 
Kitchen Layout, 

Design and 
Assembly with 

Purchase

7305 New Utrech Ave, Brooklyn NY 11204 
Phone: 718-513-9000 • Fax: 718-513-0001 • Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com 

Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9AM - 6PM; Thur 9AM - 8PM

By Vinette K. Pryce
Anticipation is at peak for the 

celebration of the 51st anniver-
sary of Kwanza as well as the 
annual commemoration festivi-
ties held at Medgar Evers College 
in Brooklyn. This year in par-
ticular, the seven principles will 
be explained, expressed and per-
sonified by tributes to two former 
educators who changed the cur-
riculum establishing pride and 
ambition in Black history.

They nurtured the minds 
of the student body which was 
reportedly “90 percent Black and 
predominantly working-class, 
with an average age of 26.”

Black women made up most of 
the faculty, and 75 percent of the 
students were female, two-thirds 
of them mothers. 

That the two were renowned 
females and leaders that impact-
ed a broad community names 
the late Dr. Betty Shabazz and 
Dr. Mary Umolu are the 2017 
celebrants to be acknowledge and 
revered on Dec. 16.

Both women inscribed indel-
ible imprints on the City Uni-

versity system and particularly 
the Brooklyn institution which 
established itself as the first to be 
named for a Civil Rights leader 
and one that recruited minorities 
and Caribbean students seeking 
higher education in New York.

 Shabazz, a mother of six 
daughters was also the widow 
of Malcolm X. After her husband 
was slain in Harlem Shabazz 
raised her daughters as a single 
parent and pursued higher edu-
cation. 

“She completed her under-
graduate studies in one year, 
and decided to earn a master’s 
degree in health administration. 
In 1972, Shabazz enrolled at the 
University of Massachusetts to 
pursue a degree in higher edu-
cation administration and cur-
riculum development. For the 
next three years, she drove from 
Mount Vernon to Amherst, 
Massachusetts, every Monday 
morning, and returned home 
Wednesday night. In July 1975, 
she earned her doctorate.” After-
wards she taught at MEC. 

“In January 1976, Shabazz 

became associate professor of 
health sciences with a concentra-
tion in nursing. In 1984, Shabazz 
was given a new title, director 
of Institutional Advancement 
and Public Affairs. She held that 
position at the college until her 
death. Shabazz died at age 63.

Dr.  Umolu was professor and 
chair of the department of Mass 
Communication, Creative and 
Performing Arts and Speech at 
the college.  Culturally commit-
ted to the African and Carib-
bean communities, she advanced 
the potential of educating a new 
generation about Black history 
and distinctly music. She was 
renowned for promoting jazz, 
the only uniquely American art 
form created in the 20th century. 
In her honor, the Jazzy Jazz Fes-
tival was renamed the Dr. Mary 
Umolu Jazzy Jazz Festival.

Hosted by The People of the 
Sun Middle Passage Collective, 
the annual Kwanza celebration 
is slated to begin at 6 pm and 
will feature spoken word, song, 
and dance.

Performances will feature 

Shanto, Ras Atiba and Sarabita 
World Reggae Band, Kowteff, and 
others. 

Vendors who often provide 
unique Afro-centric gift items 

are expected to provide an array 
of items to purchase.

The celebration will be held 
in the Carroll Street gymnasium 
1150 Carroll St.

Kwanza 2017 honors two 
dynamic black women

Dr. Betty Shabazz, shown in this Jan. 25, 1997 fi le photo, 
died Monday, June 23, 1997. The widow of Malcolm X died 
after being burned over most of her body in a fi re on June. 
1, 1997, in Yonkers, New York.  
 Associated Press / Patrick J. Cunningham, File
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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By George Alleyne
Two Barbadians, Win-

ston Layne and Kirt Pros-
pere, were ordinated at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
as ‘transitional deacons’, 
marking the first time 
in over four decades that 
persons from Barbados 
had been consecrated and 
set on their way towards 
becoming ordained min-
isters of the Catholic 
Church.

The second unusual 
event registered by this 
ceremony is that one 
of the transitional dea-
cons, Winston Layne, had 
crossed over from being 
an Anglican priest, and 
through his vows this 
week, will soon attain 
similar status within the 
Catholic denomination.

The third uncommon 
occurrence again centres 
on Layne who is married.

While Anglican priests 
are allowed to be married, 
Catholics of similar sta-
tus are prohibited from 
having such unions. But 
marriage among Catho-

lics is permitted through 
special privilege of the 
Vatican.

Layne’s ordination 
Tuesday made him the 
only Barbadian since 
Father Leslie Lett in 
1998 to convert from the 
Anglican priesthood to 
Catholicism to serve as 
a deacon and as a mar-
ried man.

“Winston [Layne] 
has found his vocation 
through a very long 
journey. Having said yes 
to God as an Anglican 
priest and serving as an 
Anglican priest for many 
years,” observed Bishop 
of Bridgetown, Charles 
Gordon, who presided 
over the ceremony at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral.

 “For Winston we’ve 
had to ask special dispen-
sation because clerical 
discipline is that anyone 
that will become a priest 
needs to be a celibate,” 
continued Bishop Gor-
don. “We’ve received from 
Rome special dispensa-
tion for him to become a 

priest within the Catholic 
Church and as a married 
man.”

“The Catholic Church 
has always had married 
priests… They reside 
in the eastern right of 
the Catholic Church,” 
explained Gordon as he 
proceeded to identify two 
currently serving dea-
cons in Barbados who he 
said are married.

Besides the rarity of 
Layne’s transition, the 

two Barbadian men, who 
prostrated themselves 
before the altar in their 
consecration, broke a 
four decades old drought 
of such persons from Bar-
bados volunteering them-
selves into service of their 
God through the Catholic 
Church. 

“What we are witness-
ing today is an histor-
ic moment, because as 
these two men step for-
ward they are breaking a 

cycle in our church that 
should never be repeat-
ed,” said Bishop Gordon.

“This is the first time 
that we are ordaining 
men to the transitional 
deacon in 44 or 43 years 
… Monsignor [Black-
ett] was the last Barba-
dian to be ordained for 
the diocese as a deacon, 
as a transitional deacon 
40-something years ago.” 

The apparent unwill-
ingness of Barbadians 
to offer up themselves 
to serve is the reason 
the island continues to 
receive suffragan Bish-
op appointees from the 
Archdiocese of Port of 
Spain, though the Dio-
cese of Bridgetown was 
established since 1970.

“We’ve had many 
priests serve us in Barba-
dos over the years,” said 
Gordon as he pointed out 
that some among those 
currently serving in Bar-
bados hail from the UK, 
Poland, US, Kenya, Domi-
nica, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, and Trinidad 

and Tobago.
“We have a bishop 

here from Trinidad, and 
one day we will have a 
bishop from Barbados,” 
added Gordon, a Trini-
dadian who served as 
bishop of Bridgetown 
since 2011 and within 
weeks will be departing 
Barbados bound for his 
homeland to where he 
has been re-assigned.

He said of the non-
Barbadian Catholic 
leaders, “they are part 
of our church and parcel 
of this life of ours, [but] 
we still need to find the 
men and women of this 
land who will be will-
ing to say yes to Christ, 
and until we can, in a 
regular enough way, the 
church will always be a 
missionary church. And 
she will not be a church 
that stands on her own 
two feet as an adult 
member of the catholic 
family”.

He lamented Bridget-
own’s continued status 
under Port of Spain.

Ordained deacons in transition Winston Layne (L) 
and Kirt Prospere stand before Bishop Charles 
Gordon to be blessed at the end of their ordina-
tion ceremony. Photo by George Alleyne

Rare Barbados Catholics Ordination

By Tangerine Clarke
“You Are Not Alone” an 

award-winning documentary 
that traces the struggles and 
depression black gay men expe-
rience in their communities, 
and narrated by young black 
professionals, was screened at 
a Dec. 1, World Aids Day vigil, 
and educational presentations 
at the Queens Community 
House in Kew Gardens.

 The compelling film pro-
duced in 2012, by Guyanese-
born Antoine B. Craigwell, 
gave an in-depth look into 
the circumstances which led 
to the men’s downward spi-
ral, said Craigwell, president 
and CEO of Depressed Black 
Gay Men Inc. (DBGM), adding 
that the film focuses on the 
underlying psychosocial and 
social-psychological factors 
that would lead to black gay 
men, contemplating suicide or 
attempting it. 

Craigwell, who will address 
the upcoming “Ending The 
Epidemic” summit in Albany 
to push for reform through the 
New York State Department 
and New York City Depart-
ment of Health, said. “Despite 
the film’s focus on black gay 

men, it is relevant to other 
ethnicities. 

“It is extremely applicable 
across the board, and were it 
not for statistics, we would not 
know that disproportionately, 
black and Latinos are affected 
by HIV, and the numbers are 
climbing in these communi-
ties,” said Craigwell.

He noted that mental health 
is one of the factors that con-
tributes significantly to HIV 
and if this is addressed in com-
munities, then persons would 
feel much stronger, that he or 
she could say to their partner, 

you need to use a condom, or 
we are not having sex if you 
are not tested. That person 
is able to take control and be 
in possession of him / her self 
and their partners, but only if 
their mental health problem is 
taken care of, said Craigwell.

The film, written and direct-
ed by Stanley Bennett Clay, 
made its début in Queens, 
thanks to Executive Direc-
tor of the Caribbean Equality 

Project, (CEP), Guyanese-born 
Mohamed Q. Amin. He said 
it was important to bring the 
film to Queens, even if it had 
attracted 10 people to ignite a 
conversation, “for us to accept 
folks who are positive. You 
don’t have to be infected, to be 
impacted by HIV,” he noted.

Council Member Dan-
iel Dromm, who said he lost 
many friends to the disease, 
lauded the organization for 

taking the lead in Queens and 
communities of color to show 
the film that draws attention 
to the AIDS crisis.

“You are the future, we are 
in this struggle together to 
draw attention to the AIDS 
crisis,” said Dromm, adding 
that there is great hope, but 
despite the drop in AIDS cases, 
the rate of women of color 
with the disease, has risen by 
five percent. 

World AIDS Day event screens ‘You Are Not Alone’

Participants from left William Cruz, Ceyenne Dorsohow, Sasha Washington, Antoine B. 
Craigwell, Mohamed Q. Amin, and Theo Brown. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Tina Brown and Antoine B. 
Craigwell after the presenta-
tion. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Alexandra Simon
She scored a spot in a classic.
A Brooklyn dance student per-

formed in Alvin Ailey’s classic bal-
let “Memoria,” last weekend at 
New York City Center. Fort Greene 
native Shaina McGregor, who is 
of Jamaican background, is a stu-
dent of The Ailey School’s Ailey / 
Fordham program and one of the 
selected students who was chosen 
to perform in the timeless piece the 
legendary dancer choreographed in 
memory of his friend Joyce Trisler. 

Dancing in the nearly four-dec-
ade-old piece is a big feat for many 
students in the school, and after 
auditioning for a spot in it this 
fall, McGregor was thrilled to learn 
she would be one of the lucky stu-
dents.

“For so many people this is a 
life-changing experience, and I was 
floored with happy feelings when I 
saw an email saying I was chosen,” 
she said.

It was a dream come true for 
20-year-old McGregor who began 

dancing at four and always had an 
interest in the dance piece, even 
making it a goal of hers to perform 
in it one day. And she is happy to go 
out with a bang as she completes 
her senior year with the school.

“It’s my final year and I always 
wanted to be in “Memoria” — I’ve 
thought about it since my sopho-
more year, especially seeing other 
students in the school performing 
it with company members,” she 
said. “It’s my last opportunity to 

Fort Greener joins classic Ailey ballet

McGregor says since her sophomore year at The Ailey School, she dreamed of being in the classic dance 
“Memoria.” Mariah Gravelin

Continued on Page 44

By Alexandra Simon
Reggae artist Jah9 performed at a 

mini concert at SOB’s in Manhattan on 
Dec. 6. The singer sang a few singles 
from her forthcoming project “Feel-
ings,” and over a hundred people turned 
out to see her. Some fans were so excit-
ed to experience the artist’s show,  they 
journeyed to the city just to see her, said 
one woman.

“I enjoyed her performance, her mes-
sage, and her engagement with the 
audience,” said Rosemary Hite, who 
trekked from Connecticut to SOB’s. 

Hite says she was pleased to hear the 
ideas that Jah9 communicated to con-
cert goers, and groove to the positive 
topics she sings about.

“I loved hearing her address the 

By Alexandra Simon
Haitian songstress Emeline Michel 

will perform a few of her classic hits at 
Carnegie Hall on Dec. 16. The singer 
is performing at “My City, My Song,” 
a family-oriented show that is part of 
the center’s Musical Explorers program 
— an in-class musical education seg-
ment in several city schools. It is one 
of the few opportunities youngsters get 
to learn about other cultures through 
music, said Michel.

Jah9 performs 
her new songs   

Finding culture 
through music

Haitian singer Emeline Michel.  
 Gregg Richards

Continued on Page 44
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Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

Bad At Love
Halsey

Sorry Not Sorry
Demi Lovato

Love.
Kendrick Lamar Feat. Zacari

From A Room: Volume 2
Chris Stapleton

Songs Of Experience
U2

Reputation
Taylor Swift

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

War & Leisure
Miguel

I Don’t Believe We’ve Met
Danielle Bradbery

Christmas
Michael Buble

Divide
Ed Sheeran

The Thrill Of It All
Sam Smith

Presented by

wireless

Warmer In The Winter
Lindsey Stirling

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

“Introducing children 
to cultures through music 
is wonderful — because we 
introduce them to something 
very different from what they 
might not hear on the radio or 
on television,” she said.

Michel is set to perform her 
hit song, “A.K.I.K.O,” which 
students in select kindergar-
ten to second grade classes, 
have already learned about. 
She says the well-loved song is 
a must-play anywhere she per-
forms because of how popular 
it is across cultural lines, and 
adds that the its catchiness 
makes it a perfect kid-friendly 
song. 

“Every time I travel or 
tour, whether it’s in Haiti 
or other countries, for some 
reason there’s something in 
that song’s composition that 
people love,” she said. “And I 
know that song would reso-
nate with children because 
the melody is very catchy and 
it’s a fun song.”

She will be performing 
with Georgian singer Ilusha 
Tsinadze and American singer 
Imani Uzuri, who are both 
going to sing Georgian folk 
and civil rights era songs 

respectively. All the singers 
will perform a separate seg-
ment and conclude with a 
mashup, according to Michel. 

Every year Carnegie 
Hall in collaboration with 
artists from all over the 
world, launches their Musi-
cal Explorers program into 
schools to connect children 
with global music. In class 
they learn about harmonies, 
melodies, and the lyrics of 
the artists in the program. 
It is a very important sub-
ject for school-aged chil-
dren because it teaches them 
beneficial people-skills they 
need, added Michel.

“The program is necessary 
because it teaches children 
that you can come from a dif-
ferent culture, place, or back-
ground, and still be accept-
ing and more understanding 
of that,” she said. “It doesn’t 
mean you can’t respect each 
other, and this program nails 
that through at such an early 
age and opens their eyes.”

“My City, My Song” at 
Carnegie Hall [881 7th Ave. 
between W. 56th and W. 
57th streets in Manhattan, 
(212) 247-7800, www.carne-
giehall.org]. Dec. 16 at noon 
and 3 pm. $10. 

perform something exciting 
before I graduate, and I get a 
chance to do this piece.” 

The two-part 20-minute 
dance piece consists of 40 
performers and of those are 
typically 26 students. Being 
a huge and longtime admirer 
of the ballet, she said it was 
an honor for her to explore 
a prime work she strongly 
admired.

“I love how the piece 
evolves. It starts slow and has 
a mourning type of feel, and 
as a dancer it is extremely 
warming to watch,” she said. 
“It’s a wonderful piece and 
there’s a portion of it that 
represents one of Trisler’s 
long solos, where it’s a lot 
of traveling but maintains a 
grace.”

Even though it starts slow-
paced, it picks up and con-
cludes with a happy ending 
that Ailey aspired for, added 
McGregor. 

“The piece ends with a cel-
ebration because he didn’t 
want the dance to be sad and 
wanted it to end with life,” 
she said.

Performing the ballet to a 
crowd for the first time on 
stage, gave a McGregor a dif-
ferent point of view she never 
saw before. McGregor said she 
was in awe as a result of the 
reactions of the audience.

“When I first walked out 
I saw so many faces in the 
audience and I got to see 
their reactions up close — it 
was so welcoming,” she said. 

She performed in the dance 
piece on Dec. 8 and Dec. 9. 
Nearing her graduation, she 
hopes to continue her work at 
Ailey and continue branching 
into her dance career.

“I’m actually a really mul-
ti-faceted person. I love dance 
and I want to be a profession-
al dancer,” said McGregor. 
“My hopes are to be in the 
Ailey company and hopefully 

work with other companies 
exploring dance.”

Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater holiday sea-
son playing until Dec. 31 at 

New York City Center [131 W. 
55th St. between Seventh and 
Sixth avenues in Manhattan. 
(212) 581-1212, www.nycity-
center.org]. 

LUCKY DANCER
Continued from Page 43 

Emeline Michel takes 
stage for education

Continued from Page 43 

show with a capacity of urgen-
cy of what’s taking place in the 
world, and professing the need 
for more understanding and 
taking a judgmental stance,” 
she said.

At the 90-minute show, Jah9 
performed a dozen touching 
songs, including “Feels Good,” 
other songs like “Mister Preach-
erman” and “Unafraid,” which 
are Hite’s favorites. She added 
that Jah9’s presence in reggae 
music is inspiring because there 
are not many Rastafari singers 
focussing on those issues.

“Being a woman of the Ras-
tafari movement in music that’s 

mostly being led mostly by men, 
she is a great breath of fresh 
air, because she’s a female art-
ist that says things that have 
profound messages behind it,” 
added Hite.

As a fairly new fan of the art-
ist, Hite says she is a huge sup-
porter of Jah9’s music and loves 
everything her artistry stands 
for.

“No one can hold candle to 
Jah9 — she’s multi-faceted,” 
said Hite. “She’s impressive and 
so amazing, and sometimes it’s 
difficult to put her into words.”

The singer’s project is expect-
ed to be released in January and 
she will be touring Brazil.

Reggae singer inspires
Continued from Page 43 

In fl ight: Dance student Shaina McGregor was chosen to 
dance in Alvin Ailey’s classic ballet piece, “Memoria.” The 
show only has two more showings this weekend at the New 
York City Center in Manhattan.  Justin Reid

Artist Jah 9 performed songs from her new project at SOB’s 
in Manhattan on Dec. 6. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Kam Williams
Saoirse Ronan is only 23, but 

she’s already been nominated 
for an Academy Award twice, 
for Brooklyn (2015) and Atone-
ment (2005). Now, she’s a shoo-
in to land another nomination 
for her memorable turn as the 
title character in “Lady Bird.”

It’s hard to say whether 
three times will prove to be the 
charm for the Irish ingenue, 
since this has been a banner 
year for actresses, with pow-
erful performances turned in 
by worthy competitors such as 
Sally Hawkins, Frances McDor-
mand and perennial-nominee 

Meryl Streep. Win or lose, 
Ronan deserves all the acco-
lades she’s getting for exhibit-
ing an enviable range in a very 
demanding role as a tormented 
teen constantly in crisis.

Life is an emotional roll-
er coaster for this college-

bound senior. And as the 
film unfolds, it’s easy to see 
why. Christine “Lady Bird” 
McPherson is an iconoclast 
who refuses to conform, 
whether she’s rebelling from 
her overbearing mother (Lau-
rie Metcalf) or breaking the 

rules at her Catholic high 
school. She dyes her hair a 
bizarre blend of red and pink, 
and insists on being addressed 
as Lady Bird by everyone.

Despite being an academic 
underachiever, she’s banking 
on college as her ticket out of 

town. She hates boring Sacra-
mento, and won’t settle for a 
school anywhere but in New 
York City. But instead of stud-
ying to pick up her grades, she 
indulges her impulses by run-
ning for class president and 
trying out for a role in The 
Tempest. Plus, her hormones 
are raging, and she’s a little 
boy crazy, too. So, excuse her 
for not being able to keep her 
eyes on the university prize.

The plot thickens in a vari-
ety of surprising ways it would 
be almost evil to spoil here. 
Suffice to say that Lady Bird 
is a fantastic, female-centric, 
instant classic reminiscent 
of both “Juno” (2007) and 
“Bridesmaids” (2011). Written 
and directed by Mumblecore 
movement maven Greta Ger-
wig, the picture is also osten-
sibly semi-autobiographical, 
since the Sacramento native 
attended an all-girls Catho-
lic school before moving to 
Manhattan to attend Barnard 
College.

A delightful crowd pleaser 
well deserving of Oscar nomi-
nations for Best Picture, Best 
Actress, Best Director and 
Best Original Screenplay!

“Lady Bird”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity, sex-
uality, teen partying and 
brief graphic nudity
Running time: 93 min-
utes
Production Company: 
Scott Rudin Productions/ 
IAC Films / Management 
360
Distributor: A24

Saoirse Ronan shines as a rebellious teen

Christine “Lady Bird” McPherson (Saoirse Ronan) fi ghts against but is exactly like her wild-
ly loving, deeply opinionated and strong-willed mom (Laurie Metcalf), a nurse working 
tirelessly to keep her family afl oat after Lady Bird’s father (Tracy Letts) loses his job. 
 www.rottentomatoes.com

The Ballad of Lefty 
Brown (R for profanity 
and violence) Bill Pullman 
assumes the title role in 
this Western, set on the 
plains of Montana, about 
an aging cowboy who 
enlists the assistance of a young gunslin-
ger (Diego Josef) and a lawman (Tommy 
Flanagan) to track down the outlaws 
responsible for the gruesome murder of 
his friend, a newly-elected U.S. Senator 
(Peter Fonda). Cast includes Jim Caviezel, 
Kathy Baker and Joseph Lee Anderson.

Beyond Skyline (R for graphic violence 
and pervasive profanity) Sci-fi sequel 
about a veteran LAPD detective (Frank 
Grillo) who mounts a daring attempted 
rescue of his son from an alien spaceship 
that vacuumed the entire population of 
Los Angeles off the face of the Earth. 
With Bojana Novakovic, Johnny Weston, 
Kevin O’Donnell and Iko Uwais. (In Eng-
lish and Indonesian with subtitles)

Killing for Love (Unrated) Tabloid 
news documentary revisiting the events 
surrounding the high-profile murder 
trial of University of Virginia student 
Elizabeth Haysom and her German boy-
friend for the decapitation of both of her 
parents.

The Leisure Seeker (R for sexual-
ity) Romantic romp revolving around an 
elderly couple (Donald Sutherland and 
Helen Mirren) who embark on a road trip 

from Boston to Key West to recapture 
their passion for life and love. Support 
cast includes Joshua Mikel, Kirsty Mitch-
ell and Janel Moloney.

Permanent (PG-13 for profanity, crude 
humor, sexual references and mature 
themes) Coming-of-age comedy, set in 
the South in 1982, revolving around 
a white ‘tweener (Kira McLean), new 
to a town, who ends up ostracized at 
school after her hairdresser accidentally 
leaves her with an afro instead of curls 
like her idol, Farah Fawcett. With Patri-
cia Arquette, Rainn Wilson and Devin 
Albert.

Sundowners (Unrated) Buddy comedy 
about a couple of jaded wedding photog-
raphers (Phil Hanley and Luke Lalonde) 
who get a break from the monotony when 
they land a gig in Mexico. Featuring Tim 
Heidecker, Cara Gee and Nick Flanagan.

Youth (Unrated) Coming-of-age 
adventure, set in the Seventies, revolv-
ing around the trials and tribulations of 
members of a military cultural troupe. 
Ensemble cast includes Xuan Huang, 
Miao Miao and Caiyu Yang. (In Mandarin 
with subtitles)

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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By Alexandra Simon
She’s uniting women one board 

at a time.
A Queens-born longboarder is 

inspiring other like-minded women 
who board, to empower themselves 
within the sport of skating. East New 
Yorker Nathalie Herring first caught 

an interest in longboarding when 
she was 18 years old and purchased 
her first longboard a year later. The 
31-year-old said as a student attend-
ing college in Miami at the time, she 
was going through a time of personal 
discovery and in search of her true 
identity.

“I was far away from home and 
I wasn’t fully experiencing who I 
wanted to be and I was not happy,” 
she said.

Herring said after witnessing a 
fellow classmate riding a longboard 
on campus one day, she felt a sudden 

Longboarder creates movement for women

Skating through: Nathalie Herring founded Girls Skate NYC two years ago to empower women and girls 
who longboard in the city. Khaleeq R. Alfred

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
West Indies captain Jason Holder 

will be not in the lineup for the second 
Test against New Zealand as he was 
banned and fined after the team main-
tained a slow over rate during their 
heavy first Test defeat in Wellington 
last Monday.

International Cricket Council (ICC) 
match referee Chris Broad imposed 
the ban and fined Holder 60 percent 
of his match fee after the West Indies 
were found to be three overs short of 
their target.

By Azad Ali
West Indies lost the opening Test 

against New Zealand by an innings and 
67 runs inside four days at the Basin 
Reserve in Wellington on Monday, Dec. 
4

The regional team was bundled out 
cheaply on day one, as the side declined 
from 59 without loss to 134 for all out 
— their lowest ever total in seven Tests 
at the venue — as left-arm fast bowler 

Windies captain 
faces ban

Windies loses 
opening Test

West Indies’ Kemar Roach bowls 
on the second day of the third test 
match between England and the 
West Indies at Lord’s cricket ground 
in London, Friday, Sept. 8, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth, File

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 48

GIRLS GIRLS 
SKATESKATE
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Neil Wagner wrecked the innings 
with a career-best seven-wicket haul 
for 39. He ended the match with 9 
for 141. He was named man-of-the-
match.

New comer to the Test team, Sunil 
Ambris endured an inglorious debut 
when he trod on his stumps from the 
first ball he faced from Wagner.

It was a day of records as Colin de 
Grandhomme smashed the fastest-
ever maiden Test century by a New 
Zealander.

The 31-year-old’s aggressive hun-
dred, in only his seventh Test follow-
ing his debut a year ago, came from 
just 72 balls and propelled the Black 
Caps to a massive 447 for nine in 
their first innings- a massive lead of 
313 runs with three days left in the 
contest. West Indies were bowled out 
for 134 after being sent in to bat.

Arriving at number seven in the 
second over of the final session, de 
Grandhomme reached the landmark 
to also record the joint ninth-fastest 
Test century of all time and the fast-
est ever against West Indies.

He posted 148 for the seventh 
wicket with Tom Blundell (57), who 
faced 100 deliveries and struck six 
fours, a partnership that foiled the 
West Indies fight.

The Zimbabwe-born all-rounder 
de Grandhomme faced 74 balls and 
struck ll fours and three sixes before 
being caught by Roston Chase half an 
hour before close.

Kemar Roach bowled impres-
sively to end with 3 for 73, Miguel 
Cummings (2-74) and Roston Chase 
(2-83).

The rest of the West Indies play-
ers were also fined 30 percent of 
their match fee from the innings 
and 67-run loss in the first Test.

Broad said that because Holder 
had previously been found guilty 
of a minor overrate offence during 
a Test against Pakistan in Jamaica 
last April, the second breach within 
12 months triggered a certain sus-
pension.

West Indies

Cricket ban

connection and wanted to try it out for 
herself.

“He seemed free and empowered 
and I stopped and stared at him, even 
though it was just a movement that he 
chose to go to class that day,” she said. 
“But I felt that’s how I wanted to be and 
from that moment I decided to come a 
longboarder.”

After researching and learning more 
about the mode of transport, she said 
that her interest continued to grow and 
while she did not know much about 
it prior, her new pastime was worth a 
shot, said Herring.

Returning to New York a new per-
son, she practiced her boarding skills 
at Flushing Meadows Corona park. But 
she found herself isolated not only as a 
solo female longboarder, but also as a 
black woman. Her anxiety grew more 
as she was met with many stares about 
her newfound hobby. And as a child of 
Jamaican parentage, she said a few of 
her relatives received her interest with 
confusion.

“I dealt with a lot of resistance get-

ting into the movement to become a 
longboarder, it was not accepted by my 
family,” said Herring. 

But she adds that isolation was a 
plus for her to make errors and learn 
more about perfecting her skills and 
personality. 

“My first year me owning a long-
board, I was afforded the ability of 
being made fun of because I didn’t live 
in community that was skate-cultured 
and I had to become who I wanted for 
myself,” said Herring.

Eventually she did find a community 
of boarders, and even earned a spon-
sorship with a leading board company, 
which she maintains up to now. But 
Herring still felt like an outcast and 
wanted to meet other women with an 
interest in longboard. 

Immediately she thought of an idea 
to find those women and gather them 
together. So in 2015 she formed Girls 
Skate NYC, an empowering movement 
for female longboarders of all ages and 
backgrounds. She started the mission 
to get women together and encourage 
them to be more visible. 

Her first meeting was a decently sized 

group and about 50 women showed up 
with boards and skated around the city. 
Herring says she was happy to lead 
them on a longboarding quest and get 
them to experience boarding adven-
tures that she herself took time to get 
accustomed to. 

“Only a few girls showed up but they 
dug my energy, but I was happy to take 
them on this journey,” she said. “I just 
really want to get more girls and women 
into action and out of their comfort 
zone.”

Herring adds that because of the 
lack of women visible in longboarding 
culture, her aim is to continue encour-
aging them and hopes that with Girls 
Skate NYC, she helps amplify the voices 
and visibility of women in longboard-
ing.

“I think once people read and are 
able to get experience this type of life-
style, it leaves them with wanting to be 
inspired,” said Herring.

The meet-ups are held annually in 
Central Park and her website for Girls 
Skate NYC will go live come January. 
Further information about her mission 
can be found at www.nat2legit.com. 

GIRLS SKATE IN NEW YORK
Herring hosts meetups in Central Park every summer to meet with other female skaters of various ages and back-
grounds.

Continued from Page 47 

West Indies’ captain Jason Holder.
 Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth, File
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By Azad Ali
New Zealand will host the West Indies 

in three ICC Women’s Championship 
matches from March 4-11, next year, 
before clashing again with the visitors in 
five Twenty20 Internationals from March 
14-25.

New Zealand’s head coach, Haidee 
Tiffen, said the presence of the reigning 
Twenty20 World Champions would be a 

big boost.
She said West Indies Women will prove 

a stern challenge across both formats.
Like West Indies, New Zealand was 

one of four sides gaining direct quali-
fication for the 50-overs World Cup in 
England last July, but finished fifth in 
the preliminary round to miss out on the 
semi-finals.

They trashed West Indies by eight 

wickets in their group stage contest at 
Taunton, England.

West Indies Women last tour New 
Zealand three years ago was a disastrous 
one as they lost every international-
swept 3-0 in the One-Day-International 
series and 4-0 in the five-match Twen-
ty20 series.

New Zealand cricket chief executive 
David White said the upcoming tour 
would also help create the platform 
for the next Women’s World Cup to be 
staged in New Zealand in 2021. 

New Zealand to host West Indies
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By George Alleyne
For years they partnered to 

create a legendary and formida-
ble duo driving terror and trepi-
dation into batsmen across the 
world, now his nation has seen 
it fit to knight Charlie Griffith 
placing him on the same pedes-
tal as Sir Wesley Hall.

Charles Cristopher Griffith 
was anointed a Knight of St. 
Andrew in the British tradi-
tion to which this former Unit-
ed Kingdom colony still sub-
scribes and bestowed the title 
‘Sir Charles’ as his homeland of 
Barbados celebrated the island’s 
51th anniversary as an inde-
pendent nation last week Thurs-
day.

The honour was been long in 
coming as Sir Charles’ reign of 
terror on the cricket pitch had 
been in collusion with Wes Hall 
who received his anointing as 
Knight Bachelor in 2012, earn-
ing him the title ‘Sir Wesley.’

For the nine years span-
ning 1960 to 1969 the now 
Sir Charles bowled in 28 Test 
matches, yielding 2,683 runs, 
taking 94 wickets at an average 
of 28.54.

But mere statistics do not tell 

the story.
Griffith’s first game was at 

the fifth and final Test of the 
1959-60 series against England, 
at Queen’s Park Oval, Port-of-
Spain, where he shared the new 
ball with Wes Hall.

That marked the beginning 
of a career in which he paired 
with Hall to wreak devasta-
tion on batsmen in a manner 
that brought pride to the West 
Indies populace, most of who 
were still under the yoke of 
colonialism and needed some-
thing or someone to look to and 
assert for themselves a place in 
this world.

“We were like brothers,” Grif-
fith has said of his years with 
Hall. “We roomed together and 
spent a lot of time discussing 
how to get different batsmen 
out. We learned by asking ques-
tions.”

The Griffith and Hall Stand 
at Kensington Oval today stands 
in testament to the friendship 
and partnership in devastation 
that the two inflicted for the 
West Indies.

Known for his devilish 
bouncer and deadly yorker, Grif-
fith sent one of his missiles 

into the head of Indian batsman 
Nari Contractor during a home 
match at Kensington Oval in 
1962.

Contractor had to be rushed 
to hospital where he underwent 
life-saving surgery.

Griffith reportedly later said 
he felt like quitting the game 
after seeing the damage to Con-
tractor whom he visited in a 
Barbados hospital.

Through the encouragement 
of friends and fans he persisted 
with the game and the follow-
ing year recorded his most suc-
cessful Test series on a tour of 
England.

The power-house Griffith 
captured 32 Test scalps at an 
average of 16.21 runs.

After leaving cricket and 
managing a lumber firm until 
his retirement, Griffith is now a 
business consultant

“In recognition of his contri-
bution in the area of sport, with 
special reference to cricket, entre-
preneurship, leadership and busi-
ness development,” read the cita-
tion for the honour bestowed on 
this Caribbean legend.

Born on Dec. 14, he becomes 
79 years old Thursday, and this 

knighthood would certainly add 
to the celebration for a man who 
made West Indians stand as tall 
as his six feet three inches frame.

And, while formerly known 
as a terror to batsmen, as 
of Nov. 30 that would be Sir 
Charles for you.

It’s Sir Charles now

Sir Charles with West Indies great opening batsman, Des-
mond Haynes .  Photo by Geore Alleyne

EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over MKZ 7,500, MKC/MKX 7,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. 
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 12/31/17.

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,955, VIN#3LJR603763, $5,125 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $4,195 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 12/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav.40K Mi, Stk#2631F.

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Auto, A/C, Grey. 28K Mi. 
Stk#1640F.

 $18,997BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $41,680, VIN#2LHBL33801. $5,104 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,160 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 
Security Deposit. For those who qualify, 
$4,050 Lincoln Customer Cash. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 12/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$299 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
15 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!  



Team Texting 
Gloves

Team Pint 
Glasses
Reg. $15

Team 
EEKEEZ 
Figurines

$5
Gifts for

$10
Gifts for

$15
Gifts for

$20
Gifts forTeam 

Scarves
Reg. $20

Team Moccasins
or Blankets Reg. $24.99

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26

$10
SAVE

$20
YOUR

CHOICE

Wilson MVP 
Basketball 
Reg. $14.99

Wilson Clutch 
Rubber Basketball 
Reg. $19.99

Wilson Limited
Football 
Reg. $29.99

Wilson 
Aggressor
Basketballs
Reg. $29.99
Available in Youth Sizes

Champro Over The 
Door Mini Hoop Reg. $29.99

SAVE
$10

Everlast 
Power Core
Free Standing 
Heavy Bag
Reg. $129.99

NOW 
$99.99

SAVE
$30

Everlast 12-16oz Pro Style 
Men’s or Women’s Boxing 
Gloves Reg. $39.99

NOW $29.99

SAVE
$10

adidas Tiro 17 Pants
Colors vary by store

OFFER VALID
DEC. 20 
THRU DEC. 26

Men’s & 
Women’s
Reg. $45 

$35

Youth
Reg. $40 
$30

adidas 
World Cup 
Telstar
Top Glider
Soccer Ball
$30 Available in Mini $13

adidas 
World Cup 
Telstar Glider 
Soccer Ball
$20

All Men’s Mitre 
Country Hoods 
& Pants
Reg. $19.99

$15

Available in other 
countries

$10
YOUR

CHOICE

25%
OFF

Select Men’s, Women’s 
& Youth NFL Jerseys, 
Hoodies or Tees Reg. $28–$150

NOW $21–$112.50

Team 
Knit Hats 
& Caps 
Reg. $20–$40

Men’s MLB,
MLS & NBA 
Tees
• If purchased separately, 
  $15.00 each
• Selection varies by store

BUY ONE
GET ONE

50%
OFF*

$20
2FOR

ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

TEAM HOLIDAY GIFTS

TEAM LICENSED APPAREL

Select MLB Men’s 
Performance 
Fleece Reg. $50
Colors vary by store.

*50% off item must be of lesser or equal value.

$25
NOW

50%
OFF



ITEMS, STYLES & COLORS VARY BY STORE. VISIT MODELLS.COM TO SHOP THESE STYLES & MORE!

$10 OFF SELECT SMITH’S & MOUNTAIN GEAR BOOTS

Jet Mid Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $54.99  NOW $41.24  
Men’s Reg. $74.99 • Now $56.24

6” Classic 
Non Padded Boot 

Reg. $119.99 
NOW $109.99

SAVE
$10

Cloudfoam Racer TR Running Shoe 
Reg. $74.99  NOW $56.24

Cloudfoam QT Flex Casual Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Team Hustle 8 Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Charged Rebel Running Shoe
 Reg. $79.99  NOW $59.99

Air Max Full Ride Training Shoe
Reg. $84.99  NOW $63.74

Flex Trainer 7 Training Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Downshifter 7 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Flex Appeal 2.0 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Gel Contend 4 Running Shoe 
Reg. $59.99  NOW $44.99

Air Precision Basketball Shoe 
Reg. $69.99  NOW $52.49

Air Max Invigor Casual Shoe 
Reg. $89.99  NOW $67.49

Flex Experience 6 Running Shoe 
Reg. $64.99  NOW $48.74

Your Choice

25%
OFF

SELECT ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR
FOR THE FAMILY

6” Classic 
Padded Boot

Sizes 4–7 • Reg. $89.99
NOW $74.99

Camp Chukka Boot
Reg. $109.99  

NOW $89.99

White Ledge Hiker
Reg. $99.99

NOW $89.99

$20
ON SELECT STYLES OF 
TIMBERLAND BOOTS

SAVE UP TO

Nylon Weather Boot
Reg. $39.99
NOW $29.99

Cliffhanger Boot
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Linden III Boot
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Trooper 2.0 Boot 
Reg. $49.99
NOW $39.99

Fulton Platinum 
Boot Reg. $79.99
NOW $69.99

WIDE

WIDTH

SAVE
$20

SAVE
$10

WIDE

WIDTH SAVE
$15

DEALS VALID THROUGH 12/26
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