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By Nelson A. King
With portions of the Carib-

bean still struggling to recover 
from massive hits by hurri-
canes Irma and Maria in Sep-
tember, U.S.-based airlines flew 
nearly 10 percent fewer seats to 
the region in December than 
they had a year earlier, accord-
ing to reports.

Still, the factors that air-
lines consider when deciding 
how much to pare down serv-
ice to Caribbean islands and 
other locales that are reeling 
from national disasters go well 
beyond merely dollars-and-
cents considerations, indus-
try sources told the Secaucus, 
N.J.-based Travel Weekly.

“From the standpoint of air-
lines, they take the long view,” 
said U.S. aviation industry ana-
lyst Bob Mann of R.W. Mann 
& Co. “They have employees 
in the island. Those employees 
have families. The airlines have 
an infrastructure in the island. 

They have account relations in 
the island. You just wouldn’t 
walk away from that. It’s part of 
the social contract. It’s not just 
wretched capitalism.”

According to the airline 
data analytics company OAG, 
the most-damaged Caribbean 
islands are all experiencing 
substantial drops in airlift this 
winter.

It said capacity to Puerto 
Rico was down 28.2 percent 
year over year in December. In 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, it was 
down 47.2 percent. Dutch St. 
Maarten, where the airport has 
been forced to move into tem-
porary facilities while the ter-
minal is rebuilt, saw a decrease 
of 62.4 percent.

Other affected destinations, 
including St. Barts, Anguilla, 
St. Kitts and Nevis and the 
British Virgin Islands, saw air 
service declines of between 
11.6 percent and 32.8 percent, 

DON’T 
FLY 

AWAY!
Report: Airlines cut Caribbean 

capacity by 10 percent

President Trump speaks at his New Year’s Eve gala at Mar-a-Lago last month.  
 Associated Press / Evan Vucci

By Nelson A. King
As Haitian Americans pre-

pared to commemorate their 
homeland’s 214th anniversa-
ry as the world’s first black 
republic, many were still out-
raged over derogatory remarks 
allegedly made by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump about Hai-
tians.

“No, we’re not one of the 

four H’s for AIDS. One, we’re 
not going back to that and 
two, never again will we be 
pulled into the dark, feeling 
like you have to hide being 
Haitian because of the fear of 
name calling especially for our 
young kids,” said Rosemonde 
Pierre-Louis, chairwoman 
of the New York-based Hai-
tian Roundtable, which called 

Trump’s alleged comment 
“reprehensible” in a statement. 
“My hashtag is #Neveragain.”

The New York Times report-
ed last month that Trump 
exploded with vitriolic and 
racist comments, in a heated 
White House meeting with his 
top policy advisors in June 
in attempting to advance his 

Haitian community outraged by 
President Trump’s alleged slur
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FEAR NO MIRROR®

NEW YEAR~NEW YOU

FREEZE AWAY 
YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®, 
THE  WORLD’S  #1  NON - I NVAS IVE  FAT 

REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses 
controlled cooling to eliminate fat without surgery 
or downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, 
you’ll love the results of CoolSculpting every time 

you look in the mirror.

Call today to schedule your  
FREE CONSULTATION.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics

855-454-7666

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will tailor a 
treatment plan designed to achieve your 

desired results.

This is a limited time  
offer so call us today!
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By Nelson A. King 
A Jamaican national has become 

the First Lady of Liberia following the 
election of her husband as the West 
African nation’s new president.

Clar Weah’s husband, George 
Weah, a former FIFA World Player of 
the Year, won the presidency in the 
Liberian electoral run-off on Dec. 
26. 

The Nigerian Punch said “not 
much is known about Clar, who is a 
naturalized U.S. citizen.

“Even though she has frequent-
ed Monrovia, Liberia’s capital, more 
often in recent weeks than at any 
previous time, the mother-of-three 
mostly spends time with her children 
and extended family members in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. in the U.S., where 
she is based and runs a number of 
businesses including a thriving Car-
ibbean restaurant and grocery store,” 
the paper said.

According to reports, the pair met 
in the U.S. at a Chase Bank branch, 
where Clar worked as a customer 
service officer.

The former AC Milan striker had 
reportedly gone to the bank to open 
an account, “when his eyes caught 
the beautiful Jamaican,” the Punch 
said.

“Their love story set off in earnest 
and has continued to grow stronger, 
despite several rumors of infidelity 
trailing Weah,” the Punch said.

“Clar, who, unlike most women of 
Caribbean descent, dresses simply, is 
regarded not only as a brilliant strate-
gist but a great canvasser as well, whose 
bright smile even in difficult moments 
is able to break barriers,” it added. 
“Close allies describe her as intelligent 

Liberia’s 
First Lady 

a Jamaican

By George Alleyne
A private sector leader has reacted 

angrily to Prime Minister Freundel Stu-
art’s plan for late elections, charging 
that the Government must urgently 
seek a new mandate from the people if 
it is to lead the nation out of the eco-
nomic doldrums.

Heading an administration that has 
seen repeated economic failures in its 
tenure, Stuart said last month that 
he will sit out the full term of elected 
office and not call early elections, which 
means that national polls will be no 
sooner than March, but no later than 
June 2018.

But Barbados Private Sector Associa-

tion president, Charles Herbert, said in 
local newspapers this week that with a 
flailing economy the political leader-
ship needs a long-term plan stretching 
way past June, so elections will give 
whatever administration is elected a 
fresh directive for economic recovery.

“We need a government who has a 
[full] term ahead of it. It could be the 
existing people, or it could be a new 
group,” Herbert said.

Stuart had announced in Decem-
ber that he will use the full period for 
which his government was elected, that 
ends with dissolution of Parliament on 
March 6, 2018. In reference to Barba-
dos’ constitutional provision for elected 

members of parliament and the govern-
ment to hold office for five years, he 
added, “we were given five years from 
February 21 [2013] and when Parlia-
ment is dissolved, the Constitution says 
you have to call elections within 90 
days.”

This means that Stuart has three 
more months of governance, and 
another three months within which to 
call elections.

But Herbert asked, “how can a gov-
ernment with only three months to go 
have a restructuring or recovery plan? 
How long will the plan be in force? So, 
I am simply saying that the decisions 

Barbados leader critical of Prime Minister’s 
plan to delay elections until at least March

By Bert Wilkerson
Of the more than a dozen countries 

whose infrastructures were pulverized 
by the two powerful Category 5 storms 
last year, Barbuda was perhaps the most 
devastated, with about 95 percent of its 
buildings and installations badly dam-
aged or destroyed.

But even as hundreds of Barbudans 
remain stranded in Antigua, the main-
land of the twin-island federation, a 
major controversy is about to erupt 
regarding the division of ancestral lands 
among its estimated 1,600 residents. 
The other main issue has much to do 
with the fact that the displaced Barbu-
dans have little hope of rebuilding their 
homes in the coming weeks.

Just before the close of last year, the 
island’s parliament approved legislation 
to convert communally-owned ances-
tral lands on Barbuda into individual 
plots to assist with the reconstruction 
process.

Authorities argue that commer-
cial banks, which could offer loans 
and mortgages to native Barbudans 
to rebuild, would never approve appli-
cations for lands owned collectively, 
hence the move to allow for individual 
land ownership.

Most of Barbuda’s population was 
moved to Antigua after Hurricane Irma 
swept through the island in Septem-
ber, wreaking havoc. It had also caused 
some damage in Antigua, extensive 
destruction in Cuba, French Sint. Mar-
tin, Dutch St. Maarten, the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands and the Turks and Caicos, 
among others.

But the passage of the new legisla-
tion has come with major controver-
sies, chief among them is the belief that 
large parts of the bill are fraught with 
illegalities, as two government legisla-

tors were quick to point out during a 
debate this week.

The bill bans native Antiguans from 

owning lands in Barbuda, but does not 
bar Barbudans from buying and owning 

Turf war in the Caribbean

Damage left behind by Hurricane Irma on the island of Barbuda .

 Asssociated Press / Anika E. Kentish

Antiguans, Barbudans gear up for land ownership fight

Clar Weah, a Jamaican national, 
has become the First Lady of Li-
beria following the election of her 
husband as the West African na-
tion’s new president. 

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14
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Barbados
Barbados Prime Minister Frenduel 

Stuart has made it clear that he has no 
intention calling an early general elec-
tion and will serve out every single day 
of his five year-term in office.

The next poll is constitutionally due 
in 2018. Parliament is due to be dis-
solved by the end of March and elec-
tions must be called within the follow-
ing 90 days.

Speaking in Parlia-
ment recently, Stuart 
said he does not believe 
in leaving office before 
the constitutional 
deadline, nor does he see the need for 
a fixed election date as the opposition 
Barbados Labor Party (BLP) has been 
pressing for.

The Democratic Labor Party (DLP) 
won a second consecutive term in office 
in the February 21, 2013 elections.

Prime Minister Stuart said his admin-
istration still has more work to do, and 
would continue to work to address out-
standing issues.

Bahamas
The Bahamas government said it 

plans to relax the foreign exchange 
restrictions so as to promote greater 
opportunities for local investors and 
small and medium-
sized businesses.

Prime Minister 
Hubert Minnis said 
that Bahamians and 
residents will be given approval to 
repatriate foreign currency deposits or 
investment assets at the same foreign 
currency value upon application to the 
Central Bank of The Bahamas.

He said no penalties will be imposed 
on regularized accounts and invest-
ments.

Minnis said the owners of deposit 
facilities will be allowed to sue those 
resources to finance domestic transac-
tions without restrictions.

But he noted the prohibition will 
exist against either funding or aug-
menting these facilities with proceeds 
converted from Bahamian dollars.

The reform accommodates Bahami-
an residents who have amassed depos-
its or investments assets abroad for 
which they should have obtained prior 
Exchange Control approval.

Cuba
Cuba is hoping to reach the figure 

of five million foreign 
visitors for the first 
time in 2018 — an 
increase of 6.4 percent 
compared to 2017, said 
Manuel Marrero, head 
of the ministry of tourism.

Marrero said that an increase in tour-
ist-days is expected, as well as increased 

revenue from the sector.
He noted that despite the decrease 

in the number of vacationers due to 
the passage of Hurricane Irma, at the 
end of November the country reported 
4,257,754 visitors — an increase of 19.7 
percent compared to the same period 
in 2016.

The tourism minister said Cana-
da is the main source of tourists to 
Cuba, while a growing number of US 
visitors came under the provisions of 
the 12 categories of travel authorized 
by the Obama administration, which 
since November have been drastically 
restricted by President Donald Trump.

The traditional markets that report-
ed the largest visits are France, Italy, 
Russia, Argentina and Brazil, which 
have already surpassed their historical 
record figures.

Marrero said cruise visitors grew 
by 230 percent and this is  favorably 
trend is expected to continue, while 
new requests for air operations are 
reported for the current high season 

(November – to April).

Guyana
The Guyana Sugar Corporation, 

(Guysuco), said that sugar production 
has fallen to the lowest in 27 years.

The company said 
sugar output in the 
South American 
country is expected to 
fall by nearly a quar-
ter from last year — 
140,000 metric tons.

The decline comes as Guysuco strug-
gles with a debt of more than $500 mil-
lion and prepares to permanently shut 
down three of its six industry facilities 
and fire about 4,000 of its 15,000-mem-
ber workforce by December 31.

Guysuco, which was run by the 
Brookers Corp in the United Kingdom 
before it was nationalized in 1976, said 
most of its sugar cane plants have 
already been harvested and production 
is not expected to climb higher during 
the last week of the year.

Sugar was once the country’s larg-
est source of foreign exchange, with an 
average of around 300,000 tons pro-
duced yearly up to the early l990s.

But the crop has been in steady decline 
over the last decade due to crippling labor 
strikes, manpower shortages, unseason-
al weather and the massive decline in 
demand of the European Union.

Jamaica
 The University of the West Indies 

(UWI) has criticized the European 
Union (EU) over its 
decision to blacklist 
a number of CARI-
COM countries as tax 
havens, warning that 
the unilateral move 
could have a deleterious effect on their 
economies.

UWI Vice Chancellor Sir Hilary Beck-
les said the latest decision by the EU is 
based on new, unilaterally-determined 
and unclear criteria that differ sig-
nificantly from the currently accepted 
international standards of tax trans-
parency, anti-money laundering and 
accountability.

 These universally accepted stand-
ards, he said, were established by the 
Financial Action Task Force and the 
OECD Global Forum and demanded by 
the very EU.

He noted that CARICOM coun-
tries had either met or exceeded these 
accepted international standards and 
best practices over many years.

Last month, EU finance ministers 
meeting in Brussels named St Lucia, 
Barbados, Grenada, and Trinidad and 
Tobago among a list of 17 countries 
considered to be global tax havens. 
They said the new list has been drawn 
up after l0 months of investigations by 
EU officials.

Nevis
Residents of St Kitts’ sister isle Nevis 

recently enjoyed a public holiday after 
the Concerned Citizens Movement 
(CCM) was elected for a second consec-
utive term in the recent 
elections.

The CCM, which is a 
partner of the St Kitts 
coalition Team Unity 
government, won four of the five seats 
at stake. The margin of victory was one 
seat wider than the 2013 poll when it 
won three of the five seats and ousted 
the Nevis Reformation Party (NRP).

Some 11,303 people were registered 
to vote. Mark Brantley — who took 
over the CCM leadership from outgoing 
premier Vance Amory — deputy leader 
Alexis Jeffers, newcomer Eric Evelyn 
and Spencer Brand won seats for the 
incumbent party.

The other seat was won by former 

Every day counts
Barbados Prime Minister Frenduel Stuart has made it clear that he has no intention 

calling an early general election and will serve out every single day of his fi ve year-

term in offi ce. Associated Press / Mary Altaffer

Continued on Page 22
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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GOT WORK? GET IN. AT DITMAS PARK, EVERY POSITION IS MORE THAN JUST A JOB.
Ditmas Park is also expanding its services to include pediatric, pulmonary and rehab divisions. Apply at: HR@ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS IS NOW HIRING
Available Positions Include:

Administrative Positions  General RNs 
 Pediatric RNs  Secretarial and Offi ce Reps 

 Unit Managers  Supervisors  Marketing and 
Janitorial Staff.
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Apply to The Workshop at Macy’s today.

If your woman or minority-owned company is ready  
to own your next phase of growth, then we invite you to apply  

for The Workshop at Macy’s – our free and exclusive  
vendor retail development program in New York City. 

Learn more and apply now at macysinc.com/workshopy y

B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy
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By Nelson A. King 
The Trump administration 

last week extended “best wishes 
to the people of Haiti as you 
celebrate the 214th anniversary 
of Haiti’s independence.

“The United States and 
Haiti share a long history of 
close relations, and our futures 
are even more closely linked 
through the nearly one mil-
lion Haitian-Americans who 
contribute to both American 
prosperity and the economic 
growth of Haiti,” U.S. Secre-
tary of State Rex W. Tillerson 
said in a statement.

“We acknowledge the tre-
mendous strides Haiti has 
made over the last year,” he 
added, stating that the inau-
guration of President Moïse in 
February, and the work Haiti 
is undertaking to stabilize its 
electoral system going forward, 
“can reaffirm the Haitian peo-
ple’s commitment to democ-
racy, human rights, and the 
rule of law.”

Tillerson also noted “sig-
nificant progress in security, 

and commend Haiti’s efforts to 
develop its agricultural sector.

“As a longstanding friend 
and partner, the United States 
remains committed to sup-
porting Haiti as it strives to 
increase economic growth and 
investment, unlocking its full 
potential,” he affirmed.

Tillerson’s statement comes 
as many Haitians in the United 
States have expressed outrage 
over President Donald Trump’s 
alleged disparaging remarks 
about Haitians.

“As a proud #Haitian-Ameri-
can elected & an adoptee of the 
#Nigerian community, I’m dis-
gusted by alleged remarks made 
by @realDonaldTrump on Hai-
tians having #aids & #Nigeri-
ans livin n huts,” tweeted New 
York State Assemblymember 
Rodneyse Bichotte, the daugh-
ter of Haitian immigrants, on 
Christmas Day.

“I condemn his remarks if 
tru & demand an apology,” said 
Bichotte, the first Haitian from 
New York City to be elected to 
New York State Assembly, who 

represents the 42nd Assembly 
District in Brooklyn.

The Harlem, New York-based 
Haitian Roundtable (HRT) — 
an organization comprising 
Haitian-American profession-
als who said they are commit-
ted to civic engagement, as 
well as philanthropic endeavors 
benefiting Haiti, Haitian organ-
izations and causes — also 
denounced, as “reprehensible” 
Trump’s alleged remarks.

“AIDS is a pandemic that 
cannot be combatted by per-
petuating stereotypes, as evi-
denced in the 1980s, when the 
CDC (Atlanta, Georgia-based 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention) wrongfully main-
tained that Haitians consti-
tuted a ‘high-risk’ group for 
HIV-AIDS,” HRT said in a state-
ment. “Unfortunately, Presi-
dent Trump has a track record 
of incendiary statements about 
communities of color who 
make America great.

“Haitians have contributed 
to America since its inception 
— from the volunteers who 

fought alongside the American 
rebels in the Battle of Savan-
nah in 1779, to the founder 
of Chicago, to the thousands 
of doctors, lawyers, musicians, 
teachers and other hard-work-
ing Haitians who help make a 
better America every day,” it 
added.

“If the New York Times 
report is accurate, this behav-
ior is beneath the dignity of the 
Office of the President,” HRT 
continued.

The Times reported last week 
that Trump exploded with vitri-
olic and racist comments, in a 
heated White House meeting 
with his top policy advisors in 
June in attempting to advance 

his immigration agenda, say-
ing that all Haitians have AIDS 
and mocking Nigerians.

According to six officials 
who attended or were briefed 
about the meeting, the paper 
said Trump then began reading 
aloud from a document, which 
his domestic policy adviser, 
Stephen Miller, had given him 
just before the meeting.

The document listed how 
many immigrants had received 
visas to enter the United States 
in 2017, the Times said.

It said more than 2,500 were 
from Afghanistan, a terror-
ist haven, the President com-
plained.

Pres. Trump congratulates 
Haiti on its 214th anniversary

Children dressed up as Haitian independence heroes in a 
celebration in Arcahaie, Haiti in 2016.  
 Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

Continued on Page 10
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

Taking care of a loved one who 
is ill is diffi cult, time-consuming, 
and often heartbreaking 
labor. It takes a physical toll 
on those providing care, and 
for those caring for someone 
with memory loss, it also takes 
an emotional toll. And while 
many people make plans to eat 
healthier and be more active 
in the New Year, caregivers 
usually skip the resolution. 

“More than half of the caregivers we serve report high or very high 
levels of emotional stress,” says Sheila Williams, Program Director 
for Sunnyside Community Services. The program Ms. Williams’ 
directs, CARE NYC, focuses on caregivers whose loved ones have 
Alzheimer’s or dementia—an estimated 390,000 New Yorkers care 
for a loved one with these conditions. Caregivers often feel that 
even taking a little time for themselves is impossible, or selfi sh. They 
often forget their own needs, says Ms. Williams. 

Caregivers: This year, make a resolution that helps you take control, 
take care of yourself, and take a breather. Make 2018 better for you 
and your loved one.

1  Enjoy your time with your loved one. Share 
one fun activity with them each week. Make 
sure you balance stressful caregiving tasks 
with enjoyable ones. 

2  Stop feeling guilty when you take time for 
yourself. You must practice self-care to ensure 
you are rested and ready to care for your 
loved one.

3  Learn more about your loved one’s disease. 
Having the facts will make it easier to plan for 
the long-term. The support staff at Sunnyside 
Community Services suggest The Thirty-Six 
Hour Day as one book for caregivers seeking 
to learn more.

4  Join a support group, or seek out other caregivers. 
Finding others who share similar experiences 
can provide you with ideas and comfort.

5  Prioritize personal interests. Remember to 
emphasize parts of your life separate from 
your caregiving role.

6  Express yourself. It is understandable for 
caregivers to get frustrated, disappointed, 
and even depressed. When those feelings 
arise, tell someone.

7  Listen to your body. Don’t ignore signs that 
you’re getting worn down. When you’re 
healthy, you’re a better caregiver.

8  Do one thing for yourself or your loved 
one that you’ve been putting off; you will 
probably feel accomplished and gratifi ed 
after you’ve completed this task. 

9  Sleep more. Being well-rested keeps caregivers 
healthy and ready to face new challenges. 

10  Ask for help. There are organizations across 
New York City that exist to serve caregivers, 
including Sunnyside Community Services, 
which assists caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia in 
all fi ve boroughs. You can learn more about 
this free program by calling 877-577-9337.

10 New Year’s 
Resolutions 
For Caregivers

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station



10    Caribbean Life, Jan. 5–Jan. 11, 2018 BQ

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Assembly Member Rod-

neyse Bichotte has joined members of 
the minority and women-owned busi-
ness enterprise (MWBE) community 
in expressing disappointment with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo for vetoing the 
only MWBE bill sponsored by both 
Democrats and Republicans ever of 
its kind.

A2819 Bichotte/S3018 Ritchie) 
would have eliminated a cap on the 
personal net worth for certification 
for MWBEs and would have allowed 
small businesses to remain competi-
tive.

‘“Governor Cuomo’s decision to 
veto a bipartisan bill that would have 
leveled the playing field for minor-
ity and women-owned businesses is 
deeply discouraging,” said Bichotte, 
chair of the Subcommittee on the 
Oversight of Minority and Women-
Owned Business Enterprises (MWBE) 
and the sponsor of the bill.

“Assembly-Senate bill number 
A2819/S3018 would have made it eas-
ier for minority and women busi-
ness owners to compete with larger 
contractors and continue to thrive,” 
added the representative for the 42nd 
Assembly District in Brooklyn. “The 
governor’s veto is especially troubling 
given that much of the statistical 
data, including the data provided by 
Mason Tillman, who was hired by the 
State to conduct the 2016 Disparity 
Study, has noted that adding a per-
sonal net worth cap requirement has 
been shown to impede many MWBEs’ 
ability to access capital and bonds.

“This is especially true with small 
businesses in the construction and 
financial sectors,” she continued. “In 
turn, this lack of access to capital 
leaves many MWBEs in a space where 
they are found too small to win con-
tracts or too large to remain certi-
fied.”

Bichotte said New York City, which 
has a robust MWBE procurement pro-
gram with billions of dollars of gov-
ernment contracting opportunities, 
does not have a personal net worth 
cap or any type of threshold.

Of the 27 states with MWBE pro-
grams, she said New York State is 

one of only two in the country that 
also underwent the highest scrutiny 
standard; that is, a disparity study that 
has included a personal net worth cap 
in its statute.

All other state programs, includ-
ing most cities that have MWBE pro-
grams, find the personal net worth 
more damaging to MWBEs and 
redundant according to the Supreme 
Court Ruling Richmond vs. Croson, 
Bichotte said.

Additionally, having a personal net 
worth cap does not allow those small 
businesses with capacity to partici-
pate in the program, she said.

“Thus, one can view this as putting 
the program at risk of being sued 
since prime contractors complain 
that there are a lack of MWBEs par-
ticipating in the program with the 
proper capacity, even with a 54 per-
cent MWBE availability, the Assembly 
Member said.

She said the governor offered to 
eliminate the personal net worth 
through a proposed chapter amend-
ment, only if his staff, via internal 
policies and regulations, had control 
of who received a cap or not.

The chapter amendment also ena-
bled his staff to increase or lower the 
cap based on the industry, she said.

Bichotte said that the subjectiv-
ity of the selection process and the 
decision on arbitrary numbers to be 
used as a cap threshold would put the 
integrity of the program at risk and 
would open the door for potential “pay 
to play” type of dealings.

Furthermore, she said legislators 

were elected to implement laws that 
would enforce the protection of peo-
ple’s rights under any administration.

Bichotte disagrees with the premise 
that one person and or a department 
should be making these types of deci-
sions that will differ from one busi-
ness to another, “especially with a gov-
ernor whose ambition exceeds being 
the executive of a state capitol.”

“We have seen evidence of what 
happens when governing from a posi-
tion of strength and enacting laws 
versus from a weakened position with 
just internal policies that can be eas-
ily eradicated,” said Bichotte. “Case 
in point is the manner in which the 
Trump Administration is erasing pro-
gressive regulations, authored under 
the Obama Administration.”

“We want to secure the rights and 
equal protection of the minority and 
women business owners guaranteed 
under the 14th amendment, regard-
less of the administration,” she said. 
“If we are going to pass this law, let’s 
do it the right way and truly protect 
the underserved and disadvantaged 
group of business owners, namely 
MWBEs.”

Supporters of the bill noted that its 
passage would also have made it easier 
for the state to meet its 30 percent par-
ticipation goal from MWBEs for state 
contracts, according to Bichotte.

She said, even when presented with 
over 650 signatures supporting the 
elimination of the personal net worth 
cap, Cuomo chose to ignore the poten-
tial to level the playing field for minor-
ity and women business owners.

POLITICS

Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte 
denounces Cuomo’s veto of MWBE 
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Haiti had sent 15,000 people, the Times said.
‘“They ‘all have AIDS,’” the paper said that 

Trump grumbled, basing its information on 
“one person who attended the meeting and 
another person who was briefed about it by a 
different person who was there.”

But White House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders denied to the Times that 
Trump had made derogatory statements about 
immigrants during the meeting.

“General Kelly, General McMaster, Secretary 
Tillerson, Secretary Nielsen and all other senior 
staff actually in the meeting deny these outra-
geous claims,” she said, referring to the current 
White House chief of staff, the national security 

adviser and the secretaries of state and home-
land security, respectively. “It’s both sad and 
telling The New York Times would print the lies 
of their anonymous ‘sources’ anyway.”

But the Times said while the White House 
did not deny the overall description of the 
meeting, it said officials “strenuously insisted” 
that Trump never used the words “AIDS” or 
“huts” to describe people from any country.

Several participants in the meeting told Times 
reporters that they did not recall the president 
using those words and did not think he had, but 
the paper said “two officials who described the 
comments found them so noteworthy that they 
related them to others at the time.”

Trump’s alleged remarks also come as myriad 
politicians and community activists in the U.S. 
have denounced his administration’s decision to 
deport nearly 60, 000 Haitians living in the coun-
try under Temporary Protected Status (TPS).

ANNIVERSARY…
Continued from page 8 
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Odds of 
winning  Take 5? 

1 in 9.

Odds of getting 
enough sleep? 
1 in yawn.

The year 2017 will be 
recalled as one of the 
most politically memo-
rable, due to the tran-

siency of White House employ-
ees, the most disheartening 
for men in high places, revo-
lutionary for feminists and — 
some may contend — the most 
tragic of this millennium.

The 31st day of December 
marked a week-end, month-
end and year-end gripped by 
arctic temperatures and heated 
divisions fueled by a U.S. Presi-
dent who, despite his plummet-
ing popular rating through-
out the nation, has maintained 
the same likeability among his 
base supporters.

A majority of Americans 
realized in 2017 they would 
much prefer to be represented 
by a Harvard law school gradu-
ate than a celebrity apprentice.

 Since the January 2017 
transfer of presidential author-
ity from Barack Obama to 
Donald Trump, protest dem-
onstrations, riots, the banning 
of Muslim and Venezuelan 
immigrants, denunciations of 
women, scandals and firings 
of White House administrators, 
enumerable vacations, ridicu-

lous and often incomprehensi-
ble tweets on social media (cov-
fefe etc), embarrassing state vis-
its overseas, a preponderance of 
meaningless executive orders 
— some  blocked by judges 
from Hawaii, San Francisco, 
California, Seattle, Washington  
to Los Angeles, New York and 
Maryland — climate change 
denials etc, the year has been 
perceived to be one of the most 
politically tumultuous.

Contentious as it was with 
prevailing talk about impeach-
ment 11 months into the Trump 
administration, internationally 
a most damning consensus is 
that America might never be 
great again.

Few will forget Trump’s 
statement in September after 
Hurricane Irma wreaked havoc 
on a US territory. He said Puer-
to Rico is an island “surround-
ed by water.”

“This is an island surround-
ed by water, big water, ocean 

water,” the President of the 
United States said, as if reveal-
ing a new definition.

His Twitter feud with San 
Juan’s Mayor Carmen Yulin 
Cruz Soto did not enhance his 
profile with critics. And on a 
visit to the island surrounded 
by big water, hurled paper tow-
els at nationals.

It would take all of this space 
to document the many idiosyn-
crasies and foibles the leader 
managed to fit into 11 months. 
But since this column is named 
for a region, the focus must res-
onate with landmass surround-
ed by big and small water.

A shooting in Barbados on 
Boxing Day — Dec. 26 — cloud-
ed the Christmas revelry for 
superstar entertainer Rihan-
na and her family when her 
21-year-old cousin Tavon Kai-
seen Alleyne was shot multiple 
times by an unknown assailant.

The pop star returned home 
to spend the holidays and 

shared photos of her and the 
relative on social media.

Together they seemed to 
share quality time and appeared 
carefree and happy.

“Never thought that would 
be the last time I felt the 
warmth in your body!!! Love 
you always man!” she wrote in 

an Instagram post calling for 
an end to gun violence.

 According to police, Alleyne 
was walking through a track in 
the vicinity of his home when 
he was approached by a man 
who shot him several times 
before fleeing the scene.

Remembering 2017’s triumphs & tragedies

Erica Garner, second from right, with the Rev. Al Sharpton 
and her family in 2015. She died last week of a heart attack. 
 Associated Press / Mary Altaffer

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 29
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By Nelson A. King
The incoming chairman of the Car-

ibbean Community (CARICOM), Haiti 
President Jovenel Moïse, says the 
regional grouping is moving towards 
creating the world’s first climate resil-
ient region in the year ahead.

“2018 dawns for the Caribbean Com-
munity, with the prospect of seizing an 
opportunity out of a crisis,” said Moïse 
in his New Year’s message. “As we begin 
the rebuilding process after the devas-
tating hurricanes of last September, as 
well Hurricane Matthew, which pound-
ed the region on October 3-4, 2016, we 
do so with the aim of creating the first 
climate resilient region in the world.

“The absolute necessity to create a 
climate smart region is clear given the 
effects of climate change, which have 
brought us droughts, mega hurricanes, 
heavy floods and unusual weather pat-
terns, all of which adversely affect our 
development,” he added. “The social and 
economic gains that we have made indi-
vidually and collectively must be protect-
ed against the onslaught of nature. The 
CARICOM member states,’ as well as the 
region’s non-member states’ production 
of greenhouse gases, is practically nil, 
even though they bear a disproportion-
ate share of the consequences.”

Moïse said the goodwill and pledges, 
“which have been forthcoming from the 
international community at two major 
global conferences in New York and 
Paris give us hope that the necessary 
support to achieve our objective will be 
forthcoming.”

He said the region’s efforts are against 
the backdrop of the Caribbean Commu-
nity Strategic Plan for the period 2015-
19, “which is our guide towards the 

economic, social, environmental and 
technological resilience that is needed 
to produce sustained growth and devel-
opment for our community.”

The incoming CARICOM chairman 
said efforts will be made in 2018 in 
increasing the efficiency and effective-
ness of the CARICOM Single Market 
and Economy (CSME) in “providing the 
basis for our economic growth.”

 Moïse said since many of the major 
legislative and administrative measures 
for the operations of the Single Market 
are in effect, it is, therefore, now up to 
all of the stakeholders in the public and 
private sectors to ensure they derive 
maximum benefits from the CSME’s 
provisions.

“This would enable us to increase 
our intra-regional trade, share our best 
human resources, and encourage our 
entrepreneurs to expand their interests 
and provide us with a platform to move 
from market access to market presence 
in those countries with which we have 
trade agreements,” he said. “The CSME 
undoubtedly remains our best vehicle 
for creating the economic resilience 
we need.”

The Haitian president also said the 
reform process underway in the Com-
munity will allow the region to conduct 
its affairs “more efficiently and effec-
tively and will also benefit the opera-
tions of the CSME.”

He said member states, regional 
institutions and the CARICOM Sec-
retariat have been streamlining their 
interactions to produce the best pos-
sible results from the decisions taken 
by the Heads of Government and the 
Ministerial Councils.

“We are entering the final two years 

of the Strategic Plan and the results 
of the three partners’ efforts at imple-
menting it are beginning to bear fruit,” 
he said.

But Moïse warned that the solidity 
and efficiency of that partnership will 
be “tested as never before given the 
magnitude of the rebuilding task ahead 
of us. 

“We have to rebuild with resilience 
now to forestall damage in the future; 
in other words, to build back better,” he 
said. “I am confident that the creativity 
and determination of our people will 
allow us to achieve that goal.”

Moïse thanked his predecessor, the 
Prime Minister of Grenada, Dr. Keith 
Mitchell, for his “outstanding perform-
ance in leading the Community during 
one of the most difficult periods in our 
history.

“I look forward to building on his 
achievements,” he said. “With assist-
ance from all, we shall maintain our 
Community on a path to sustainable 
development and a safe, secure, viable 
and prosperous society.”

Moïse said among issues he intends 
to advance during his tenure will be 
those related to natural disasters and 
climate change.

He said Haiti looks forward to wel-
coming the Community to its shores 
in February for the 29th Intersessional 
Meeting of the Conference of Heads of 
Government.

“The warmth and hospitality of the 
Haitian people await you,” he said, 
wishing all CARICOM citizens “a very 
happy and productive New Year, as we 
work together to continue building a 
resilient Community that advances the 
interests of all its citizens.”

CARICOM moving to create world’s 
first climate resilient region

By Nelson A. King
East Flatbush residents are 

concerned about change.
Brooklyn Assemblyman Nick 

Perry says East Flatbush residents 
have expressed deep concern 
about what they regard as drastic 
changes in the area.

Jamaican-born Perry, who rep-
resents the 58th Assembly Dis-
trict told Caribbean Life that his 
office has received “many calls 
from concerned residents who 
are worried about a major change 
— due to many one and two-fam-
ily homes being purchased,”

“Developers are pushing the 
zoning limits to the max, and 
East Flatbush, particularly those 
areas zoned R-6, seem to be very 
attractive to deep-pocketed devel-
opers,” Perry said. 

At a recent town hall meeting 
Perry was joined by other elect-
ed pols and over 350 residents.

“Many residents asked how 
they can help, get involved and 
improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood,” he said. 

Perry said he told those selling 
their homes to “continue to be 
good neighbors throughout the 
sales process and think about the 
community throughout the proc-
ess, and make a sale not based 
necessarily on the largest profit 
but on the greater good.”

Pol: Fear 
of drastic 

changes in 
E. Flatbush

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Haitian Pres. leads initiative to protect islands from extremes
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possessing a special type of aura.
“The Jamaican wields a lot of power 

around her husband and could further 
expand her power base once he assumes 
office as the President of Liberia in Jan-
uary 2018,” the Punch continued.

Liberia, a country yet to fully recover 
from many years of civil war and sense-
less bloodletting, might not be popular 
with many around the world, but that 
has not stopped the name George Weah 
from being prominent on the lips of mil-
lions across continents, the Punch said.

One of the tiny West African coun-
try’s most illustrious sons, Weah shot to 
global prominence plying his trade with 
some of Europe’s biggest football clubs, 
the Punch said.

that we are making need to be made by 
a group that can see them through.

“It is simply about a mandate and the 
term ahead for a newly elected Govern-
ment. It is not about who is the newly 
elected Government, it was not a criti-
cism of the current government.”

Insisting that Barbados needs an 
approved National Recovery Plan 
and while noting that Government is 
reportedly preparing such a blueprint, 
Herbert said, “it’s hard to know if a plan 
approved on the eve of an election is 
going to be a plan that will be followed 
for very long anyway. I think we need 
a government that has the mandate to 
make this plan, and implement it”.

“The sooner we have elections, the 
sooner we have action, and it’s not a 
political statement. We need a govern-

ment with a new mandate which will 
implement decisions quickly.”

Herbert’s words did not sit well with 
Government’s Industry and Commerce 
Minister, Donville Inniss, who shot back 
by accusing Herbert of airing a political 
view instead of a neutral private sector 
concern.

Inniss said that leaders of non-par-
tisan organizations should, “continue 
to give Government their candid views 
without indulging in party politics”.

Inniss questioned whether the organ-
isation that Herbert leads had author-
ized him to make the comments.

“It was a very strong statement, that 
one individual, representing one agen-
cy supposedly, can say.

“He is representing the private sector 
organisations in Barbados … And if he 
is speaking as President, tell me when 
the BPSA members met, passed the 
resolution and agreed that Mr. Herbert 
should say that a new Government is 
needed.”

By Nelson A. King 
United Nations officials 

stressed at year’s end that its 
peacekeepers in Haiti and other 
places save many lives, despite 
challenges.

Despite a particularly deadly 
year for United Nations peace-
keepers — with more than 60 
“blue helmets” killed in hostile 
acts — officials of the global body 
insisted that, in 2017, it complet-
ed its peacekeeping objectives in 
Côte d’Ivoire, refocused its work 
in Haiti and will soon complete 
its mandate in Liberia.

“We do protect civilians every 
day. We do save lives every day. 
We often do it under very diffi-
cult and stressful circumstanc-
es,” said Undersecretary-Gener-
al for Peacekeeping Operations 
Jean-Pierre Lacroix.

“I think it’s more than war-
ranted to pay tribute to them 
and their achievements,” Lac-
roix added. “But, certainly, we 
have to work hard to overcome 
the challenges we are facing.”

One of the challenges fac-
ing UN peacekeepers, as they 

operate in increasingly com-
plex and dangerous areas, is 
the need for better training and 
equipment, particularly when 
it comes to intelligence gather-
ing and enhancing situational 
awareness, the UN said.

It said this includes the use 
of modern technologies, such 
as unmanned aerial services, 
radars and tethered balloons.

The head of the UN Depart-
ment of Field Support, Atul 
Khare, said the UN is also look-
ing to borrow or purchase more 
equipment related to security 
reinforcements, accommoda-
tions, vehicles and communi-
cations tools, among others.

The needs also extend to 
gaps in working closely with 
local communities, which 
means that, in some areas, 
more peacekeepers are needed 
who speak French, he said.

“We must do even more on 
the side of prevention and risk 
mitigation when seeking to 
protect our colleagues. Provid-
ing for the safety and security 
of deployed personnel in vola-

tile environments is an abso-
lute necessity,” Khare said.

The UN said one of the 
main challenges in peacekeep-
ing operations has been grap-
pling with allegations of sex-
ual exploitation and abuse by 
peacekeepers.

Earlier this year, UN Secre-
tary General António Guterres 
unveiled his strategy for 
eradicating the scourge, and 
appointed Jane Connors as the 
first Victims’ Rights Advocate.

“It is about dignity for the 
victims, compassion, a real feel-
ing of empathy, a feeling that 
they are not forgotten,” Connors 
said. “That their hurt, their pain 
is acknowledged, and we do as 
much as we possibly can do to 
make their situation better.”

The new UN strategy to pre-
vent sexual exploitation and 
abuse puts more pressure on 
governments to investigate and 
prosecute wrong-doing. In addi-
tion, 17 countries volunteered 
some US$1.8 million for a trust 
fund to aid victims get medi-
cal, psycho-social, legal or socio-

economic support, the UN said.
“We can see that informa-

tion about allegations are com-
ing more with less obstacle 
than before,” Lacroix said. “At 
the same time, we need to do 
more to fully implement the 
policy and it has to have strong 
awareness at every level.”

The UN said its peacekeep-
ing is also managing its impact 
in another way within the 
countries that host its opera-
tions — by preserving natural 
resources and not damaging 
the environment during the 
physical deployments.

“‘Do no harm’ must include 

both communities and the 
resources upon which they 
depend: water, land, cultural 
heritage,” Khare said.

Plans to reduce the peace-
keeping footprint and energy 
consumption also saves time 
and resources, allowing peace-
keeping missions to focus on 
implementing their core man-
dates, the UN said.

All UN peacekeeping opera-
tions this year launched Envi-
ronmental Action Plans, which 
have, for example, led to 80 
wastewater treatment plans 
being installed in peacekeeping 
operations.

Officials: U.N. peacekeepers are saving lives 

More than just ‘peace’

The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUS-
TAH) works to deliver election materials and to deploy se-
curity personnel ahead of elections scheduled for Jan. 29, 
2017. UN

CRITIC…

FIRST LADY…

Continued from page 3 

Continued from page 3 
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As retirement age ap-
proaches, many older 
adults envision them-

selves downsizing and moving 
to a quaint community to enjoy 
their golden years in as relax-
ing a fashion as possible. How-
ever, for a growing number of 
seniors, their retirement years 
are being spent helping to raise 
grandchildren.

United States Census data 
from 2010 indicates 4.9 million 
American children are being 
raised solely by their grandpar-
ents. CanGrads, a National Kin-
ship Support organization, says 
approximately 62,500 children 
are being raised by grandpar-
ents and other family in Can-
ada. Many grandparents pro-
vide part-time care when their 
older children have to move 
back home with their families, 
as  roughly 13 million children 
are now living in homes with 
their grandparents.

Being raised by grandpar-

ents may not be the ideal situa-
tion for all parties involved, but 
such situations are a necessity 
for many families. Seniors who 
are once again thrown into 
the caregiver arena may need 
a crash course in childcare or 
a few pointers on parenting in 
the modern age: 

Get the right equipment. 
Children certainly require a 
lot of gear, more than grand-
parents likely used when rais-
ing their own children. Cer-
tain safety requirements are in 
place to safeguard young chil-
dren, and that often means in-
vesting in new cribs, car seats, 
high chairs, and other items. 
Grandparents should resist 
the temptation to use old items 
they may have kept in storage, 
as such items may no longer be 
safe and could put grandchil-
dren at risk for injury.

Gather important docu-

ments. Grandparents should 
keep pertinent documents in 

one easily accessible place in 
their homes should an emer-
gency arise. These include 
birth certifi cates, health im-
munization records, death cer-
tifi cates (if the child’s parents 
are deceased), dental records, 
school papers, citizenship pa-
pers, and proof of income and 
assets. 

Speak with an attorney. 
Lawyers can help grandpar-
ents wade through legal ar-
rangements, such as fi ling for 
custody, guardianship or adop-
tion. Options vary depending 
on where petitioners live, but 
lawyers can provide peace of 
mind to grandparents con-
cerned about their grandkids’ 
futures.

Investigate fi nancial as-

sistance. Seniors may not 
earn the income they once did 
and may be on assistance pro-
grams or living off of retire-
ment savings. Grandparents 
who fi nd themselves caring 

for a child may be eligible for 
fi nancial assistance. The Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy 
Families is a joint federal and 
state program that can provide 
need-based fi nancial assis-
tance. The AARP or the orga-
nization GrandFamilies may 
be able to put grandparents  in 
touch with fi nancial advisors 
in their areas.

Contact schools and day-

care centers. School-aged 
children will need to be en-
rolled in school. Grandparents 
should contact the department 
of education where they live to 
learn about local school sys-
tems, especially when grand-
kids are moving in with their 
grandparents. Some grand-
parents can qualify for free 
or low-cost daycare, and such 
programs can be discussed 
with local Social Services of-
fi ces. Enrollment in school or 
daycare can provide grand-
parents with much-needed 

free time during the day.
Find emotional support. 

Taking care of grandchildren 
is a full-time job. At times, 
grandparents may feel stressed 
or out of sorts. Having a strong 
support system available 
can help grandparents work 
through the peaks and valleys 
of this new and unexpected 
stage in life. Church- or com-
munity center-based counsel-
ing services may be available. 
Grandparents also can check 
with their healthcare provid-
ers to determine if counseling 
or therapy sessions are covered 
under their plans.

Caring for grandchildren is 
a life-changing event. It can be 
fulfi lling, but it also requires a 
lot of energy and commitment. 
But grandparents needn’t go it 
alone, as there are numerous 
resources available to seniors 
who suddenly fi nd themselves 
caring for their grandchil-
dren. 

For a growing num-
ber of seniors, their 
retirement years are 
being spent helping to 
raise grandchildren.

Tips on helping raise the grandkids
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Many people assume that if an 
older person starts showing 
signs of memory loss that he 
is in the beginning stages of 
Alzheimer’s disease. In some 
cases they are correct, but in 
many cases they are misiden-
tifying the condition and in 
the process doing their loved 
one a disservice. 

Alzheimer’s is only one of 
many conditions included in 
the broad category called de-
mentia.  

Dementia is defi ned as 
any condition characterized 
by memory loss, confusion, 
and in some cases, personal-
ity changes. Dementia can be 
the result of a stroke, brain 
trauma, and diseases such as 
Parkinson’s disease. Some de-
mentias are characterized by 
steady mental deterioration, 
while others can remain sta-
ble for long periods of time. 
Moreover, some dementia-like 
conditions can be reversed if 
they are correctly diagnosed. 

Many forms of dementia be-
gin with symptoms similar to 
Alzheimer’s but can progress 
differently. Alzheimer’s is a 
progressive disease. It begins 
by affecting the memory, then 
goes on to destroy other brain 
functions. In the mid stages of 
the disease, a person begins 
to lose his ability to commu-
nicate, recognize family, and 
to handle objects like a fork or 
spoon. In the fi nal stages the 
individual loses the ability to 
balance, has trouble swallow-
ing, and fi nally stops breath-
ing. 

Vascular dementia is the 
second largest category of de-
mentia and accounts for ap-
proximately 10 percent of all 
dementia diagnoses. It is often 
caused by strokes, diabetes, or 
traumatic brain injuries. The 
symptoms start with memory 
loss, impaired judgment, and 
confusion, but can progress 
more slowly than Alzheimer’s 
disease. Its victims often re-
main stable for long periods, 
then decline suddenly and 
level off again. Like Alzheim-
er’s, there is no know cure, but 
the condition can sometimes 

be controlled by reducing the 
likelihood of a stroke.

Dementia with Lewy 

bodies is another condition 
that is often confused with Al-
zheimer’s. It is considered the 
third most pervasive form of 
dementia, and like Alzheim-
er’s and vascular dementia, 
there is no known cure. Lewy 
bodies are abnormal clumps 
of the protein alpha-syncleine 
that form in the cortex of the 
brain and cause memory loss 
and thinking problems. Un-
like Alzheimer’s, people with 
dementia with Lewy bodies 
often exhibit early signs of 
muscle rigidity and vivid hal-
lucinations. Some patients 
visualize aliens or monsters 
standing near them then van-
ishing.

Parkinson’s disease can 
include progressive dementia. 
Many people identify Parkin-
son’s as a movement disorder, 
but it also affects the brain and 
impairs thinking and reason-
ing. It can include delusions 
accompanied by paranoia 
such as assuming a spouse is 
having an affair or is stealing 
food or belongings. Like de-
mentia with Lewy bodies, Par-
kinson’s is caused by deposits 
of alpha-synuclein that degen-
erate nerve cells. The condi-
tion starts with tremors in the 
hands, fi ngers, feet, and jaws, 
and then causes muscle rigid-
ity and at times dementia. 

There are some condi-
tions that mimic dementia-
like symptoms, but can be re-

versed if diagnosed correctly. 
Dehydration can cause a per-
son to become disoriented and 
confused. In this instance, in-
suring the individual drinks 
plenty of water and other fl u-
ids can reverse the dementia. 
Other conditions that create 
mental confusion are vitamin 
defi ciencies, urinary track in-
fections, and in some cases, 
and the side effects of some 
prescription drugs. If these 
conditions are recognized 
they can be treated and cured. 

This is not to negate the 
seriousness and pervasive-
ness of Alzheimer’s disease. 
According to 2015 statistics 
published by the Alzheimer’s 
Association, an estimated 5.3 
million Americans have it, 
and the number is increasing. 
Scientists predict that with 
baby boomers reaching their 
60s and 70s, the number of peo-
ple with Alzheimer’s will grow 
to 7.1 million by 2025.

All of these examples indi-
cate the importance of iden-
tifying the causes of mental 
changes and the urgency of 
getting the condition diag-
nosed as early as possible. The 
difference between a progres-
sive mental condition and a re-
versible one can make all the 
difference in a loved one’s life.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior 
care advisor, advocate, and 
founder of ElderCareGiving, 
a service that helps families 
make diffi cult care decision for 
aging loved ones. For more, 
visit www.joannaleefer.com.

Proper dental care and 
oral hygiene is essen-
tial at all stages in life, 

even for people who have 
dentures, partials, or im-
plants. People with den-
tures must recognize that 
oral hygiene protects their 
dentures as well as their 
mouths.

According to the Ameri-
can College of Prosthodon-
tists, 35 million Americans 
do not have any teeth, while 
11 percent of the population 
requires the use of a com-
plete denture. In addition, 
fi ve percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation wears a partial den-
ture. The Canadian Denture 
& Implant Centres says that 
16 percent of the population 
wear dentures.

Removable dentures re-
quire care to keep them 
clean and in good repair. 
Servicing dentures also 
helps ensure wearers’ 
mouths stay healthy. Fol-
low these guidelines to keep 
dentures clean:

Handle with care. Den-
tures are strong, but they 
are not impervious to dam-
age. Treat them with care 
while handling, being sure 
not to bend or damage any 
clasps when cleaning, and 
try not to drop them. When 
handling dentures, Colgate 
recommends standing over 
a folded towel or basin of 
water for added protection.

Brush daily. False teeth 
need to be brushed, so don’t 
trade in your toothbrush 
just yet. Brushing will help 
remove food deposits and 
prevent staining.

Take a break. Remove 
dentures before going to 

bed and soak the dentures 
in warm water or special 
denture cleansers. Remov-
ing dentures for six to eight 
hours allows tissue inside 
the mouth to recover. Soak-
ing helps to remove stains, 
bacteria, and tartar. The 
Mayo Clinic notes that most 
dentures need to remain 
moist to keep their shape, 
so do not allow them to dry 
out.

Clean your mouth. 
While dentures are re-
moved, use gauze or a soft 
toothbrush to clean the 
tongue, palate, and cheeks. 
If you still have any natu-
ral teeth, use a soft-bris-
tled brush to cleanse. Al-
ways rinse dentures before 
returning them to your 
mouth.

Schedule regular den-

tal visits. Dentists can ad-
vise how frequently to have 
dentures checked for fi t 
and professional cleaning. 
Loose dentures can cause 
sores and infection, so it’s 
best to address any issues 
regarding fi tting promptly. 
Dentists also will inspect 
the inside of the mouth for 
signs of disease or irrita-
tion.

Eat healthy foods. 
Make sure to eat a well-bal-
anced diet to keep the body 
and mouth healthy. Cut up 
hard foods like fresh fruits 
and vegetables if dentures 
are impacting your ability 
to eat these foods. 

People of all ages rely on 
partial or complete dentures 
to maintain their smiles. 
Routine care is necessary 
to keep the dentures intact 
and mouths healthy.  

Care for dentures 
for oral health

Routine denture care is necessary to keep the dentures intact and 
mouths healthy.

IS IT REALLY 
ALZHEIMER’S?

Alzheimer’s is only one of many conditions included in the broad cat-
egory called dementia. iStock

ELDERCARE TODAY
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You probably haven’t 
given a lot of thought to what 
your life would be like if you 
moved to a nursing home.  
Most people don’t.  Likewise, 
we don’t spend a lot of time 
thinking of what we’d do if 
we suddenly found ourselves 
needing some sort of post-
surgical rehabilitation, or a 
health care provider to come 
to our house each day to see 
to our care.  But the likeli-
hood that more and more of 
us are going to be faced with 
a situation like that is grow-
ing.  Consider that multi-
ple sources predict that the 
number of Americans need-
ing paid long-term care will 
more than double in less than 
30 years.  Or that the coming 
explosion of baby boomers en-
tering their 80s could mean 
that there simply won’t be 
enough nursing home rooms 
to go around.  

And then there’s the is-
sue of money.  For most peo-
ple in nursing homes today, 
the cost is paid in part or in 
full by Medicare or Medic-
aid.  In other words, the cost 
is covered by taxpayers, and 
that had generated increas-
ing pressure from lawmak-
ers for health care providers 
at every level to offer the best 
possible care at the lowest 
possible cost.  That generally 
means that as people age and 
their need for care increases, 
that care will be provided in 
incremental stages, with the 
most advanced level of care 
being a skilled nursing facil-
ity.  But not to worry.  Nurs-
ing homes today offer far 
more enlightened care than 
they did in decades past, and 
few groups exemplify that 
more than Centers Health 
Care.  

Centers Health Care is one 
of the first post-acute care 
continuums in New York.  
They are by far the largest, 
and the most complete and ac-
cording to Kenny Rozenberg, 
CEO, their expansion from 
one nursing home to complete 
care continuum was driven 
by a desire to keep people out 
of a nursing home.   In a wide 
ranging interview, Rozen-
berg explained the growth 
of Centers and the role they 
play in the care of New York’s 
aging population.  

“It’s interesting that the 
trend in health care today in 
some ways mimics the way 
we cared for people genera-

tions ago.  Long before nurs-
ing homes were common-
place, people aged in place.  
They stayed at home and were 
cared for as well as could be 
their family members.  Then 
came nursing homes that of-
ten became the home of last 
resort for residents needing 
significant long-term care.  
Today, we’re returning to 
the idea of providing care at 
home, but we’re doing it so 
differently; we’re recogniz-
ing that health care needs can 
and should be met in stages, 
and that proper care involves 
more than just doctor and pa-
tient”.   That was the founda-
tion for Rozenberg’s descrip-
tion of what Centers Health 
Care had become.

The company began with 
a single nursing home in the 

Bronx in 1996.  Today the 
Centers family includes more 
than 40 skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation facilites in 4 
states, 3 assisted living facili-
ties, 8 Adult Day Health Care 
programs, 4 home companies, 
a medical transportation op-
eration, Managed Long Term 
Care insurance and more.  
Over 20,000 employees care 
for more than 7,000 people 
and Centers touches the lives 
of more than 400,000 people 
every year.

“If you need help, it may 
just be for a day or two a 
week” said Rozenberg.  “At-
tending one of our Adult Day 
Health Care programs can 
provide the socialization so 
important to a quality life-
style, along with heath care 
and physical therapy.  And 

at the same time, it can offer 
some respite to a care giver 
at home.  That might be cou-
pled with a certain amount 
of home care so that people 
can age gracefully in their 
own homes without compro-
mising their care and safety.  
That level of care can go on 
for years”.

So with all this empha-
sis on not going to a nursing 
home, why is Centers still 
in the business?  Rozenberg 
had the answer. “Eventu-
ally, certain people need the 
kind of long term care and 
round-the-clock attention 
that can only be provided in 
a dedicated facility like one 
of ours.  But a big part of our 
population are people who 
visit us for only a few weeks 
at a time.  They come to us to 

complete their recovery for a 
surgical procedure, stroke or 
other medical event, and no 
one does a better job than the 
team at Centers Health Care.   
Our facilities are all built to 
reflect a balance between the 
needs and lifestyles of our 
short-term residents and our 
long term residents.  In fact, 
the short-term population 
in some of our facilities can 
be as high as 30%.  Having a 
level of turnover like that is 
important.  It keeps the pop-
ulation vibrant, with new 
personalities and new styles 
constantly keeping the at-
mosphere and lifestyle fresh.  
And the lifestyle is critical.”  

A visit to a Centers facil-
ity in Boro Park, Brooklyn, 
confirmed what we’d been 
told.  The entry felt like walk-
ing into a trendy hotel, with 
someone playing a baby 
grand piano in the lobby and 
residents and guests chat-
ting amiably in small conver-
sation areas.   The therapy 
suite was upbeat and buzzed 
with an enthusiastic, healing 
energy.  Several languages 
could be heard and the stages 
of recovery were evident, 
from people who were obvi-
ously just getting started to 
those who were planning for 
their imminent return home.  
Among those getting to re-
turn was an evident feeling 
of accomplishment tinged 
with the sadness of leaving 
new friends behind and a de-
termination to come back of-
ten for a visit.  

“I’m going to miss the ac-
tivities.  They never seem 
to end.  And I’ll miss my 
friends” said one recovering 
rehab resident.  “I’m happy to 
be staying to be staying right 
here”, responded another, 
long term resident.”

“That isn’t what most peo-
ple expect to hear in a nurs-
ing home” said Rozenberg. 
“Stay at home as long as your 
care needs can be safely met” 
he added “but if the time 
comes for something more, 
don’t think of it as moving to 
a nursing home.  Think of it 
as moving to a new commu-
nity, because that’s exactly 
what it is.  You’re moving to 
new community, with new 
friends, lots to do, and a whole 
lot less to worry about”.

For our readers who have 
further questions, Centers 
Health Care has additional in-
formation on their website at 
www.CentersHealthCare.com.
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DO YOU HAVE KNEE PAIN DUE TO OSTEOARTHRITIS?
Now you can GET FAST PAIN RELIEF!

Osteoarthritis is a degenerative, 
progressive disease. Ignoring 

its symptoms or modifying your 
lifestyle will not make it better

Knee pain is not an indicator for 
how far your OA of the Knee has 
progressed, as pain is different 

for each patient

Facts:

HEALTHQUEST IS NOW OFFERING FDA APPROVED TREATMENT OPTIONS 
FOR THOSE PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM KNEE PAIN WHICH HAS FAILED 

THE TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT STRATEGIES.
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member Jumaane 

Williams, an unsuccessful candidate 
for the Speaker of New York City Coun-
cil, is lamenting what he describes as 
the lack of diversity in top positions in 
city government and agencies.

“I entered the race for Speaker 
because I believe that the New York 
City Council, like the city itself, needs 
to be a truly progressive, empowered 
body and advance a bold agenda, espe-
cially in this moment, during the time 
of Trump,” said Williams, the son of 
Grenadian immigrants, who represents 
the 45th Council District in Brooklyn.

“While it is clear that I will not be in 
the role of Speaker, I am part of a body 
that has many committed to fighting 
for communities that have historically 
been disadvantaged, to take on diffi-
cult issues and build on the gains that 
the Council has made in the last four 
years.”

“One area where we have failed, 
however, is in the lack of diversity 
in top positions of power in govern-
ment and agencies across the city,” he 
continued. “Most agree that there are 
systemic issues preventing diversity in 
leadership that we must confront, I am 

glad that there are others, like Council 
member Inez Barron, who have also 
dedicated their voices to this fight, and 
I look forward to working with them on 
these issues.”

Williams said equity must be an 

issue of “highest priority” for the next 
Speaker of the City Council, Corey 
Johnson.

“Having spoken at length with 
Council member Johnson, he is acute-
ly aware of those concerns, and has 
agreed, in a tangible and accountable 
way, to work alongside me on issues of 
equity, both in government and city-
wide, for people of diverse backgrounds 
across race, gender, sexual orientation, 
and more,” Williams said.

“I look forward to collaborating with 
Council member Johnson in his new 
role on many issues, including elevat-
ing the concerns of marginalized com-
munities and working to solve the 
problems that we must all face together 
in the next four years,” he added.

The City Council, including all four 
of its Republican members, voted to 
elevate Johnson as their leader in a 
48-to-1 vote.

Johnson, the city’s first openly gay 
male speaker, succeeded in the rough-
and-tumble world of New York City 
politics, despite completing less than 
a month of college, at George Wash-
ington University, and arriving in the 
city at the age of 19 without pedigree 
or money, said the New York Times on 

Wednesday.
He was, however, possessed with 

a “preternatural talent for getting to 
know everyone, and an energy to call 
and call again, making him something 
of a ubiquitous presence for nearly 
everyone in the upper echelons of New 
York’s public life in recent years,” the 
paper said.

“The phone is largely an extension of 
his ear,” said Keith Wright, head of the 
Manhattan Democratic Party. “He’s an 
absolute political animal.”

“He’s a late-night person; our phone 
calls are usually at like one in the 
morning,” Allen Roskoff, the president 
of the Jim Owles Liberal Democratic 
Club, an influential group in gay poli-
tics, who helped Johnson get his start 
in government service on Community 
Board 4 in Manhattan, told the Times. 
Johnson rose to become its chairman 
by age 29.

Born on April 28, 1982, in Beverly, 
Mass., Johnson grew up in nearby Mid-
dleton in a working-class family, the 
Times said. His mother, Ann Richard-
son, who attended Wednesday’s vote for 
Johnson, worked a variety of jobs while 
raising him and his sister. 

Councilman Jumaane Williams laments the 
lack of diversity in top political positions  

Councilman Jumaane Williams iStock

Continued on Page 28
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS
STARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!AS 
LOW 
AS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 01/05/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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Travel Weekly said.
OAG said it expects similar types 

of numbers in January and Febru-
ary.

Among specific airlines, Travel 
Weekly said American and JetB-
lue, the two largest US carriers in 
the Caribbean market, flew 15 per-
cent and 11.8 percent less capacity, 
respectively, year over year to the 
Caribbean in December.

Delta’s capacity was down 17.1 
percent, United’s was down 25.7 
percent, and Spirit flew 25 per-
cent fewer Caribbean seats, Travel 
Weekly said.

It said one exception to the trend 
was Southwest, whose Caribbean 
capacity was up 16.6 percent. The 
carrier has been broadening its 
Caribbean service since moving 
into the international market in 
2014, Travel Weekly said.

It said the storms and subse-
quent drop in service to affected 
markets have had a less consistent 
impact on prices.

According to Hopper, an app that 
tracks airfares for price-conscious 
shoppers, fares out of the US mar-
ket were down 22.3 percent during 
the Dec. 16 to 25 holiday period for 
San Juan and down 23 percent for 
St. Croix, for example.

But prices to St. Thomas were 
up 26.6 percent, and prices to St. 

Maarten were 36.9 percent higher, 
Hopper said.

Hopper measures prices based 
on what a traveler buying airfare 
that is cheaper than the fares pur-
chased by 90 percent of travelers 
would pay, Travel Weekly said.

Mann noted that, during the peri-
od when a destination is rebuilding 
from a hurricane, the nature of its 
travelers changes.

Tourists make up a smaller por-
tion of the market share, while 
higher-price-point business travel-
ers, notably contractors, make up a 
larger portion of the market, Travel 
Weekly said.

It said capacity reductions can 
also serve to drive up an airline’s 
yield, even when flying to a storm-
ravaged destination.

Eric Zipkin, who owns the small 
operator Tradewind Aviation, along 
with brother David, said that in 
the immediate aftermath of Irma 
and Maria, the publicly-owned U.S. 
airlines responded to strong share-
holder pressure to cut capacity to 
affected islands. But shortly there-
after, they began adding it back, 
he said.

Tradewind has made similar cal-
culations, Travel Weekly said, stat-
ing that the carrier typically flies 
as many as 40 to 50 frequencies 
during the winter months from its 
Caribbean base in San Juan to St. 
Barts, Antigua, Nevis and Anguil-
la, using eight-seater Pilatus PC-12 
aircraft.

This year Tradewind had hoped 
for a boost from a codeshare agree-
ment on the St. Barts, Antigua 
and Nevis routes that it entered 
into with United in October, Travel 
Weekly said.

But, instead, it said Tradewind 
reduced its Caribbean capacity 
year-over-year by 31.7 percent this 
December and reallocated some of 
its aircraft to its Northeast network. 

Eric Zipkin said that Tradewind 
won’t fly to Hurricane Irma-rav-
aged Anguilla at all this winter, 
a route that normally would rep-
resent about 5 percent of its Car-
ibbean frequencies, according to 
Travel Weekly.

On the other hand, he said, 
Tradewind has high hopes for St. 
Barts this winter, even though the 
eastern Caribbean destination, a 
favorite of wealthy travelers, was 
pummeled by Irma.

Flights from San Jose to St. Barts 
then on to Antigua typically make up 
90 percent of Tradewind’s Caribbean 
frequencies, and the carrier expects 
to be flying between 70 percent and 
80 percent of last year’s capacity to 
St. Barts in February and March, 
according to Travel Weekly.

“We are spending a great deal 
of effort to educate both the travel 
industry and the consumer that 
certain islands are completely fine, 
like Nevis and Antigua, and that 
even some islands that were hit 
hard are recovering very quickly, 
like St. Barts,” said David Zipkin.
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premier Joseph Parry of the NRP.
St. Kitts and Nevis Premier Dr. Timothy Har-

ris commended the people of Nevis for maintain 
calm and stability during the very robust election 
campaign.

Trinidad
The United Nations said it is working with 

Trinidad and Tobago in addressing refugee chal-
lenges in T&T and the wider Caribbean.

The UN installation in T&T said it recognizes 
the frustration at the limited range of solutions 
available to refugees and asylum-
seekers, which were expressed by 
protesters outside its office over 
the past few months.

In a news release, the UN said 
local legislation must be introduced that ‘would 
modify the eights of refugees and asylum-seek-
ers, establish their legal status, and clarify the 
options available to them.”

Recently, 18 Cuban asylum-seekers who have 
been living under a tent outside the UN’s office 
in Port of Spain were arrested and charged with 
obstructing the street. They chose to go to jail rath-
er than be offered temporary accommodation.

Three of their children have been placed in the 
care of the Children’s Authority of Trinidad and 
Tobago.

The UN acknowledged Trinidad and Tobago’s 
commitment to refugee protection, by the crea-
tion of the Refugee Policy in 2014.

It said this was the first step towards the devel-
opment of a national asylum system. 
 — compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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By Alexandra Simon
Queens-based Caribbean cultural 

organization Braata Productions had 
a fulfilling year in 2017, producing 
and organizing theater shows, con-
certs, and other major events for the 
Caribbean community. Its founder 
and executive director Andrew Clarke 
says this year he plans to continue 
to reach out to the community and 
maintain their existence.

“We are hoping that we are just 
as efficient and productive, and we 
are focused on retaining all of our 

events, which have grown and taken 
on a life of their own,” he said. 

Last year Braata produced and 
hosted eight events, from their more 
recent Grand Old Country Market, to 
their annual Bankra Folk Festival, and 
producing the highly popular musi-
cal, “Welcome to America.” The group 
has grown significantly over the years 
since it started eight years ago.

But it was not always an easy jour-
ney to navigate. Clarke says in the 
years he has dedicated to his entity 
— one of the very few organiza-

tions that highlights traditional and 
ancestral customs — he has gone 
through a lot of adversity.

“We’ve certainly started the 
course but it’s been a challenging 
eight years.  We were able to see how 
our work has shaped, and we found a 
lot of successes,” he said. “After many 
years of hardwork, now we are seeing 
the tip of the iceberg, we are grow-
ing, and have the opportunity to be 
solidified in people’s minds.”

As an organization committed to 

Braata productions celebrates year

Through the years: Actress Hillary Roosevelt Ricketts learning about the “Breadfruit” from Braata Folk 
Singers members from one of their earlier shows.  Braata Productions

Continued on Page 25

By Alexandra Simon
The Coalition to Preserve Reggae 

Music celebrated Ujima — the fifth day 
of Kwanzaa — at the Macon Gallery on 
Dec. 28. Dozens of guests came to the 
commemorate the holiday and it was a 
perfect way to conclude the 2017, said 
one of the organizers.

“It’s a time to be with families and 
loved ones and learn to rekindle and 
recharge, so you can be rejuvenated 
to reclaim yourself going into the new 
year — I believe Kwanzaa is a great way 
to finish year,” said Sharon Gordon, co-
founder of the coalition.

Kwanzaa is a weeklong Pan-African 
holiday created in the late ‘60s by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga as way to encourage 
black unity and celebrate ancestry. It 
starts the day after Christmas and ends 
on New Years Day. Each day is repre-
sented by seven principles.

Every year the group honors sev-
eral people that exemplify hard work 
and dedication with their CPR Serv-
ice Award. This year that recognition 
was presented to three recipients — 
14-year-old Chinyere Brown McVitie, 
who volunteers with the organization, 
Keisha Martin, who is a singer and 
longtime member, and co-founder of 
the coalition, Carlyle McKetty.

Because Ujima is the principle for 
collective work and responsibility, it 
was the best day to hold the event and 
honor people who have been critical to 
the advancement of the organization 
and she was delighted at people who 
came, said Gordon.

“It was absolutely beautiful to cel-
ebrate Ujima and collective work and 
responsibility, and we really came 
together,” said Gordon. “We thought 
people wouldn’t come but a lot of 
kids showed up — we had a nice full 
house.”

Gordon says that while the holiday 
is a traditionally an African-American 
one, other black ethnicities and cultures 
should and can celebrate it because it is 
inclusive of the Diaspora, and one of the 
few holidays created to unite people of 

Caribbean 
Americans 
celebrating 

Kwanzaa

Continued on Page 25
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Bad At Love
Halsey

Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Love.
Kendrick Lamar Feat. Zacari

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Revival
Eminem

Divide
Ed Sheeran

Huncho Jack, Jack Huncho
Huncho Jack

Reputation
Taylor Swift

Pitch Perfect 3
Soundtrack

Evolve
Imagine Dragons

The Thrill Of It All
Sam Smith

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Presented by

wireless

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

P 10
BUMS

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Kicking and screaming.
That’s how you’ll go into your twilight 

years: the calendar might say one thing 
but you’re not going to pay it any mind. 
There’s still a lot of pep in your step so 
shouldn’t, as in the new book “Aging 
Thoughtfully” by Martha C. Nussbaum & 
Saul Levmore, how you spend your golden 
years be your decision?

Once upon a time in the not-too-dis-
tant past, the average life expectancy was 
around fifty years, while the median retire-
ment age was seventy-four. Back then, 
retirement didn’t involve Social Security 
or other government programs; instead, 
people worked until they couldn’t. Today, 
there are “more choices, and this book is 
about these choices.”

First of all, why retire at all? Says 
Levmore, there are laws in the U.S. that 
say you don’t have to but he’s in favor of 
changing them – especially if businesses 
institute “defined benefit plans,” which 
are often seen in government jobs but 
rarely in the private sector. These changes 
would benefit employers, who could better 
maintain productivity; younger workers 
needing jobs, and older workers, if Social 
Security was tweaked a bit. It would also 
help with “the people normally labeled 
as the elderly poor,” since defined benefit 
plans would give them more month-to-

month income.
But retirement: one can only golf so 

much — what next?  Says Nussbaum, 
retirement allows for a “second career,” 
either one that pays or one of volunteerism. 
For those kinds of choices, she looks at 
Finland, where retirement is mandatory at 
a relatively young age. It works because the 
Finns have excellent health care, they have 
ample time for better retirement prepara-
tion, and because they are treated equally.

Statistically speaking, as we age, we 
rely less on plastic surgery and more on 

the idea that wrinkles are “glamorous” - a 
notion that can absolutely be pushed “too 
far.” We tend to live our lives “backwards,” 
which is okay; doing so offers time to 
deal with negative emotions and unful-
filled regrets. Here, we learn the reasons 
for those pearl-clutching May-December 
romances we see in the tabloids. And we 
get advice on giving while we can still say 
where our assets should go.

I struggled a lot with this book, and I’m 
ultimately disinclined to recommend it. 
Here’s why: though “Aging Thoughtfully” 
is a series of “conversations” about getting 
older, its basis is really old — as in, ancient 
philosophy and Shakespeare.

While that doesn’t make it a bad book 
by any means, it does mean that its useful-
ness is limited. Readers looking for advice 
will have to look harder because that’s 
buried in Cicero and King Lear; those in 
search of solid research will find it scat-
tered between philosopher John Rawls 
and Cato the Elder. Yes, there are con-
versations within these pages and they’re 
thought-provoking, maybe even comfort-
ing, but they’re not really very accessible 
for the average reader.

Should you decide to tackle this book, 
do so with awareness for what you’re in 
for here. “Aging Thoughtfully” isn’t bad 
but, for most people, it’s going to make 
you scream.

BOOK REVIEW: ‘Aging Thoughtfully: Conversations 
about Retirement, Romance, Wrinkles and Regret’

immigration agenda, 
saying that all Haitians 
have AIDS and mocking 
Nigerians.

According to six offi-
cials who attended or 
were briefed about the 
meeting, the paper said 
Trump then began read-
ing aloud from a docu-
ment, which his domestic 
policy adviser, Stephen 
Miller, had given him 
just before the meeting.

The document listed 
how many immigrants 
had received visas to 
enter the United States 
in 2017, the Times said.

It said more than 2,500 
were from Afghanistan, a 
terrorist haven, the pres-
ident complained.

Haiti had sent 15,000 
people, the Times said.

‘“They ‘all have AIDS,’” 
the paper said that 
Trump grumbled, basing 
its information on “one 
person who attended the 
meeting and another 
person who was briefed 
about it by a different 
person who was there.”

But Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders, the White 
House press secretary, 
denied to the Times that 
Trump had made derog-
atory statements about 
immigrants during the 
meeting.

But the Times said 
while the White House 
did not deny the over-
all description of the 
meeting, it said officials 
“strenuously insisted” 
that Trump never used 
the words “AIDS” or 
“huts” to describe people 
from any country.

Several participants in 
the meeting told Times 
reporters that they did 
not recall the president 
using those words and 
did not think he had, but 
the paper said “two offi-
cials who described the 
comments found them 
so noteworthy that they 
related them to others at 
the time.”

In 1990, tens of 
thousands of Haitians 
marched across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, caus-
ing a massive traffic jam 
as they demanded that 
the U.S. government lift 
a ban on blood donations 
by Haitians after the 

Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) said they 
were in a high-risk group 
for HIV infection.

The Miami Herald 
reported that the Atlan-
ta-based Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) had “previ-
ously and unscientifical-
ly assigned Haitians to a 
group referred to as the 
‘Four Hs’ — homosexu-
als, Haitians, hemophili-
acs and heroin addicts 
— meaning they are at 
higher risk for the virus 
that causes AIDS.”

The Herald said the 
policy stigmatized Hai-
tians, the country’s 
image and tourism were 
damaged, Haitian chil-
dren in the U.S. found 
themselves bullied and 
beaten at school as fights 
broke out.”

Many Haitians had 
believed that ugly peri-
od was history — until 
Trump’s alleged remarks, 
according to the Herald. 

Still, the paper said, 
for Haitian Americans 
who were preparing to 
commemorate their 
homeland’s 214th anni-
versary as the world’s 
first black republic, the 

headline “reopened a 
painful wound — while 
also igniting a determi-
nation to never go back 
to the days when being 
Haitian felt like a liabil-
ity.

“So, while Haiti will 
commemorate its Inde-
pendence Day Monday 
with a ceremony in 
Gonaives, the city where 
slave-turned-revolution-
ary hero Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines declared 
the country free from 
French rule on Jan. 1, 
1804, Haitians Ameri-
cans are planning to 
commemorate another 
way,” the Herald said. 
“They will take to social 
media to counter the 
AIDS stigmatization by 
highlighting their con-
tributions in the United 
States.”

“We are a people who 
have made very signifi-
cant contributions to 
the United States going 
as far back as to our 
independence,” Pierre-
Louis, whose group has 
honored 152 Haitians in 
the US over the past five 
years as part of its prized 
1804 list,” told the Her-
ald. 

“In the state of New 
York, we’re the second 
largest ethnicity of doc-
tors in the state, only 
second to doctors of Jew-
ish descent,” she added. 
“In the health field, we 
have made tremendous 
strides, not only in med-
icine but across profes-
sions.”

She also noted other 
contributions, includ-
ing Haitians’ role in the 
Louisiana purchase, in 
the Battle of Savannah 
in 1779, in the found-
ing of Chicago and in 
contributions through 
present-day films and 
books, according to the 
Herald. 

“There has been this 
really concerted effort 
to redefine the narrative 
about Haitians and to 
provide a three-dimen-
sional perspective of 
who we are as a commu-
nity and to help create a 
better understanding of 
us as an important con-
stituent not only in our 
various cities but in the 
United States,” Pierre-
Louis said. 

Joel Dreyfuss, a 
member of The Haitian 
Roundtable’s board and 

Trump
Continued from page 1 
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land in Antigua.
Saying he was accepting col-

lective responsibility for the bill 
while disagreeing with some of 
its contents, Attorney General 
Steadroy Benjamin deemed it 
as “discriminatory and illegal” 
and warned about major legal 
challenges ahead.

“Any Antiguan can challenge 
this law and succeed, because 
Antigua and Barbuda is a uni-

tary state. We have made cer-
tain recommendations in our 
amendments, Mr. Speaker, 
but I want the whole world to 
hear me say this because I’m 
a lawyer first and foremost. I 
have concerns about the lands 
in Barbuda being distributed 
to Barbudans only,” he said, 
echoing sentiments from other 
lawmakers and Antiguans in 
general.

The issue of communally-

owned lands after slavery has 
now come back to haunt the 
country. Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne, likely to call gen-
eral elections later this year, 
has acknowledged the inherent 
weaknesses in the bill and has 
promised that the issue of Anti-
guans buying land in Barbuda 
will be addressed at a later date.

He is apparently more con-
cerned with the rebuilding 
process in Barbuda as hun-
dreds remain either stranded 
at venues like the Sir Vivian 
Richards Arena and other state 
buildings or are still marooned 

at the homes of friends and 
relatives. Sir Robin Yearwood, 
a second government MP also 
raised similar concerns and 
warned of legal implications 
down the road.

Opposition leader Baldwin 
Spencer argued against the bill, 
as expected, suggesting that 
while the two islands effec-
tively and legally function as 
one unitary state, this does not 
mean that government or the 
nation could operate with two 
discriminatory systems.

But it remains unclear if 
commercial banks will move 

to offer loans to rebuild the 
island as much work is left to 
be done, including cadastral 
land surveying of plots to turn 
them into freeheld, legal plots 
with all the warnings about 
impending legal challenges 
mostly from Antiguans banned 
from buying land in Barbuda.

Meanwhile, authorities are 
hoping that the few dozen Bar-
budans still occupying the sta-
dium will move soon as regional 
and international cricketing 
authorities are set to inspect the 
facility ahead of organized com-
petitions in the coming weeks.

   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

African descent.
“Kwanzaa is a cultural holiday and it’s secular and not religious,” 

she said. “It’s a celebration of culture that draws upon several Afri-
can traditions and the principles are words we can live by.”

She says despite apprehension about observing the holiday and 
lack of popularity in many Caribbean communities, as a Jamaican-
American she feels connected to Kwanzaa and what it stands for.

“This was created to remind us who we are, and when you 
think of it, no matter where come from — we have more in 
common than differences,” said Gordon. “These are powerful 
principles and although it really doesn’t get enough support of 
radio or mainstream coverage to get to the Caribbean, it would 
be priceless if we all can Iive by Kwanzaa’s principles and apply 
to our daily lives.”

Kwanza…
celebrating the folk aspects 
of Caribbean culture, he says 
this niche focus allows him 
to emphasize something that 
has taken a backseat to what 
is commonly associated with 
Caribbean identity.

“I do this for the very rea-
son that many folks think of 
Caribbean culture as reggae, 
dancehall and other popular 
forms — but we’ve forgotten 
how they were founded,” said 
Clarke. “It’s very important 
for us to keep reminding folks 

so we don’t get overshadowed 
by everything else.”

This year much of the sta-
ple events will return, and 
while no new events are going 
to debut, Clarke says retaining 
their visibility will help them 
reach wider audiences.

“The reason we’re successful 
— Braata is synonymous with 
excellence, but we are hoping it 
won’t be restricted or pigeon-
holed just to the Caribbean com-
munity,” said Clarke. “We want 
to be able to grow and appeal to 
the mainstream.”

BRAATA…

TURF WAR…

Continued from page 23 

Continued from page 3 

co-founder of the Nation-
al Association of Black 
Journalists, the largest 
minority group of jour-
nalists in the U.S., said 
“the success of Haitians 
in America is the best 
antidote to the poison of 
the AIDS slur.”

Dreyfuss recently 
responded to Trump in 
a Washington Post op-ed 
titled, “No, President 
Trump, we Haitians don’t 
all have AIDS,” according 
to the Herald. 

Dreyfuss said, despite 
the White House’s deni-
al, the disparaging com-
ment “sounds like some-
thing Trump would say 
because of all the other 
horrible things he’s said 
about immigrants.” 

“My first reaction to 
the Trump comments 
was: Haitians are doomed 
to be stigmatized,” Drey-
fuss told the Herald. “We 
always have been, one 
way or the other — for 
daring to be free, for dar-
ing to abolish slavery, for 
supporting independence 
movements elsewhere — 
Latin America, Greece — 
for daring to work hard 
wherever we go.”

The report comes 

just a month after the 
U.S. federal government 
announced that Tem-
porary Protected Sta-
tus (TPS) for Haitians 
will end in 2019, despite 
extensive lobbying by 
Haitians and immigrant 
rights advocates for the 
Trump administration to 
extend the humanitarian 
relief program, the Her-
ald noted. 

Under the TPS pro-
gram, it said nearly 60,000 
Haitians have been able 
to legally live and work in 
the U.S. since the Jan. 12, 
2010, earthquake.

Guerline Jozef, of the 
San Diego-based Hai-
tian Bridge Alliance, 
which issued a statement 
demanding an apology 
from the president, said: 
“we can’t help but to 
wonder if this is not the 
reason why they termi-
nated TPS for Haitians. It 
would make sense if [the 
President] believes that 
Haitians have AIDS.”

H a i t i a n - A m er ic a n 
blogger Wanda Tima-
Gilles said the damage 
has already been done, 
according to the Herald.

“People are hurt on so 
many levels,” said Tima-

Gilles, whose L’Union 
Suite Twitter and Insta-
gram accounts and Hai-
tian-American Facebook 
page amassed well over 
1 million opinions on 
the issue after the news 
broke.

“Whether he said it or 
not, it doesn’t matter. It’s 
been trending now for 
a week, and we’re being 
used as a pawn for these 
other communities and 
whatever narratives they 
are pushing,” she said.

Similar to the push by 
the Haitian Roundtable, 
the Herald said Tima-
Gilles asked Haitians 
to post pictures, tweet 
and update their social 
media status in English, 
French and Creole with 
facts, history and contri-
butions of Haitians using 
the hashtag #HaitianAf-
firmation.

“It’s even more impor-
tant for us to tell our 
stories, bring awareness 
to what we’ve done and 
what we continue to do 
in different ways to con-
tribute to this country,” 
she said. “We can’t wait 
anymore. We have to seri-
ously become responsible 
for our own narrative.”

Carlyle McKetty, co-founder 
of Coalition to Preserve Reg-
gae and CPRLive, displays 
his CPR Community Service 
award during Kwanzaa ob-
servances at the Macon Gal-
lery on Dec. 28. Ras Osagyefo

Continued from page 23 
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By Azad Ali
Discarded West Indies all-rounder 

Dwayne Bravo has become the first 
bowler in Twenty20s to reach 400 
wickets when he grabbed his second 
five-wicket haul, as his Melbourne 
Renegades beat Hobart Hurricanes 

by seven wickets recently in the Aus-
tralian Big bash.

Playing at the Bellerive Oval in the 
third game of the tournament, Hurri-
canes rallied to 164 for eight off their 
20 overs after being sent in to bat.

Medium pacer Bravo was out-

standing, taking five for 28 from his 
four overs to lead the Hurricanes 
attack.

The 34-year-old Trinidadian then 
restricted Hobart at the death, pick-
ing up three wickets in the final 
over.

BRAVO! Dwayne gets 400 wickets

Darren Sammy and Dwayne Bravo celebrate one of Bravo’s 400 wickets. 
 Brooks La Touche Photography & DigicelCricket.com

By Azad Ali
West Indies suffered another embar-

rassing clean sweep in the three One 
Day Internationals (ODIs) against New 
Zealand last week.

The final ODI at the Hagley Oval 
in Christchurch, which was affected 
by rain, West Indies were beaten by 
66 runs under the Duckworth/Lewis 
method.

Not even the return of the hard-
hitting opener Chris Gayle could inspire 
the regional team as they folded for a 
meagre 99 runs for nine wickets, chas-
ing a revised target of 166 in a contest 
reduced to 23 overs per side.

The Black Caps, which opted to bat 

By Azad Ali
West Indies pacer Ronsford Beaton 

has been reported with a suspect bowl-
ing action.

The ICC, the sport’s world governing 
body, said in a media release that the 
25 year-old fast bowler, was reported 
following the second One-Day Inter-
national against New Zealand which 
the West Indies lost by 204 runs at the 
Hagley Oval.

Beaton, who was making his ODI 
debut, ended the match with figures of 
1-60 from eight overs.

Match officials’ report, which was 
handed to the management of the team 
of the regional side following the game, 
cited concerns about the legality of his 
bowling action.

Beaton’s bowling action will now be 
scrutinized further under the ICC proc-
ess relating to suspected illegal bowl-
ing actions reported in Tests, ODIs and 
Twenty20 Internationals.

West Indies 
embarrassed

Beaton is 
charged 
with an 

infraction

Continued on Page 28
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His father, David Johnson, born in 
South Korea to an American father and 
Korean mother, was an alcoholic who 
left the family before his son was old 
enough to remember him, Johnson told 
the Times.

“My mom dropped him off at work 
one day when I was 11 months old and 
he never came home,” Johnson said. 

They reconnected only by phone, 
years later, the Times said.

Johnson said his father died in 2014. 
He said his stepfather, Rod Richardson, 
played a more central role in raising 
him, but also struggled with alcohol 
and with gambling and died relatively 
young, according to the Times. “We 
always had problems with money,” Mr. 
Johnson said.

Johnson made his way up the Demo-
cratic ladder, working for Mark J. Green, 
then the public advocate, before moving 
to Green’s failed mayoral campaign and 
then to a bid for governor by H. Carl 
McCall, who also lost, the Times said.

It said, in 2004, Johnson was diag-

nosed as H.I.V. positive.
In 2013, Johnson successfully ran 

for a City Council seat representing 
Manhattan neighborhoods, including 
Greenwich Village, Chelsea and Mid-
town West that had been occupied by 
Christine  Quinn, then the speaker of 
the City Council, the Times said.

It said Johnson began lobbying to 
become the Council speaker early in 
his first term, in September 2015, 
traveling the city by transit and taxis 
(he does not own a car). 

He had no white board of names, 
or a personal system of vote-count-
ing, he told the Times.

“It was all in my head. Serious-
ly,” he said. “My whole strategy was 
to become either the first or second 
choice of as many people as possible.”

For some, he was neither, the 
Times said, stating that a small 
number of Council members tried to 
rally opposition during the contest, 
believing that Johnson’s ambition 
could lead him to promise one thing 

to one group of people, and the oppo-
site to another.

But none who felt that way would 
speak on the record, and on Wednes-
day all voted for him, the Times 
said.

“The caricature that was spun 
about me — no one has been able to 
point to a single concrete instance 
or decision,” Johnson said. “It was 
a rough race. But I’m going to treat 
everyone with respect. Even the peo-
ple who didn’t support me.”

In a 22-minute address after his 
election, Johnson described the 
Council as “the voice for the voice-
less, the champions of the most vul-
nerable.” 

He also vowed to back his col-
leagues — going through all 50 by 
first name — and ended with a story 
of coming out to his Irish Catholic 
grandfather, the Times said.

“I said, ‘Grandpa, I have some-
thing to tell you,’” Johnson recalled 
to the room of about 200, according 
to the Times. “‘I told mom and dad 
that I’m gay.’ And he said, ‘Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, I thought you were 
going to tell me you were a Repub-
lican!’”

By Azad Ali
 West Indies Women captain, Sta-

fanie Taylor, has been named captain 
of the ICC Women’s Twenty20 Team-
of-the-Year.

The 26 year-old Jamaican was one 
of three West Indies players in the 
squad with the flamboyant Dean-
dra Dottin and teenaged Hayley Mat-
thews also making the XI.

Taylor is one of the premier bats-
men in the women’s game. She has 
scored 4000 runs in l08 One-Day 
Internationals where she averages 
43.

She averages 37 from her 80 T20s 
that have yielded2474 runs.

In the period under consideration, 
Taylor scored 266 runs an average of 
53, and currently tops the ICC T20 
batting rankings.

Dottin is the only woman with two 
T20 centuries following her achieve-
ments during the 2010 T20 World 
Cup in the Caribbean.

Fellow Barbadian Matthews the l9 
year-old has emerged as the leading 
women’s bowler and all-rounder over 
the past year and sits on top of both 
rankings.

No West Indies player made the 
ICC ODI Team-of-the-Year.

Jumaane Williams…

first, were 83 for three after l9 overs 
when persistent rain halted the match 
for nearly five hours.

Left with only four overs to bat on the 
resumption following the revised playing 
conditions, New Zealand got up to 131 for 

four with Ross Taylor unbeaten on 47 and 
Captain Tom Latham getting 37.

In reply, West Indies started off badly 
as they were nine runs for five wickets 
with Gayle (4) back in the pavilion. 

There was some hope when Captain 
Jason Holder and Rovman Powell put 
on 48 for the sixth wicket before Powell 

was out for ll. The three other batsmen 
could only contribute 51 runs. 

In the second ODI West Indies lost by 
204 runs at the same venue.

The series loss was the West Indies 
seventh in their last eight ODIs and left 
them with a single win in their last 14 
matches.

The West Indies team celebrating an international win in Florida in 2016. Associated Press/ Lynne Sladky

Continued from page 27 

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays 
a shot against India during their 
ICC Women’s World Twenty20 
2016 cricket match in Mohali, In-
dia, Sunday, March 27, 2016.  
 Associated Press / Altaf Qadri, File

Continued from page 19 

Taylor is 
named 

woman’s 
captain

Embarrassing clean sweep…
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

Alleyne’s death brought to 
31 the number of people killed 
in Barbados for 2017.

Across from the island of 
Manhattan in Brooklyn, Erica 
Garner — the eldest daughter 
of Eric Garner — died at Wood-
hull Hospital on Dec. 30.

The 27-year-old went into 
cardiac arrest earlier in the 
week and suffered major brain 
damage from a lack of oxygen 
after suffering a massive heart 
attack.

Her father, who also fathered 
five other children, died in July, 
2014 at age 43 when police 
attempted to arrest him for alleg-
edly selling cigarettes illegally in 
Staten Island.

Video of the incident shows 
New York Police Officer Daniel 
Pantaleo tackling Garner from 
behind and taking him to the 
ground using an NYPD-banned 
chokehold.

Eric Garner, who had asthma, 
was pronounced dead that day. His 
death was ruled a homicide, but a 
grand jury decided not to indict 
Pantaleo on criminal charges.

Repeatedly his last words – “I 
can’t breathe! I can’t breathe!” 
were replayed on television 
media and became a rallying 
cry for protesters and outraged 

citizens who said the incident 
showed that law enforcement 
abused their power and mis-
treated people of color.

Erica Garner became a prom-
inent activist in the wake of her 
father’s death. She wore T-shirts 
blazoned with the words “I can’t 
breathe, I can’t breathe.”

She became an activist push-
ing for political change and 
social justice aligned with the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 

 “Erica the world loves you. 
I love you. I am glad you came 
into our lives. May you find the 
peace in the next life that you 
deserved while you were here. 
I will always love you my sis-
ter. love you,” Garner’s Twitter 
account said.

Individual stories about the 
12 victims of a Bronx fire con-
tinues to haunt grievers trying 
to come to grips with the deadly 
inferno described as the worst 
tragedy in New York since the 
9-11 terror attacks.

“Tonight in the Bronx we’ve 
seen the worst fire tragedy in 
at least a quarter of a century,’’ 
Mayor Bill DeBlasio said on Dec. 
29. “It is unspeakable, and fami-
lies have been torn apart.” 

It is difficult to comprehend 
that the often described “safest 
neighborhood” would meet such 
tragedy. From now on, along 
with that prominent acclaim, 
the Belmont section of the bor-

ough will also be classified the 
deadliest site of the year 2017 
due to the fact that a blaze in 
a five-story dwelling claimed a 
dozen lives and injured many 
more.

“As of now, this tragedy is 
without question historic in its 
magnitude here, and our hearts 
go out to every family that lost 
a loved one here, and everyone 
that’s fighting for their lives,” 
Daniel Nigro, NY Fire Commis-
sioner said.

Fires on the West Coast 
plagued California throughout 
the last months of the year. 

Not far away in Las Vegas, 
Nev., many are still trying to 
unravel the details surrounding 
the massacre of 58 people who 
attended a concert and were 
killed after a deranged individu-
al opened fire from a hotel room 
overlooking the scene.

Also on the calendar of nega-
tives for the year was the fact, 
white nationalists in Charlottes-
ville, Va. boldly waved Nazi flags 
and other hateful symbols dur-
ing a deadly incident in which 
a car plowed into a crowd of 
people, killing one and injuring 
19, The incident, sparked by the 
planned removal of a statue of 
Confederate general Robert E. 
Lee drew no rebuke from the 
president of the United States.

In Africa, there was a peaceful 
transfer of power when Zimba-

bwe’s Robert Mugabe was forced 
from leadership after serving as 
president since 1980.

And in Liberia, the election 
of former international soccer 
star George Weah to the presi-
dency of that often strife-torn 
nation seems cause for jubila-
tion, but raises concern that war-
lord Charles Taylor might return 
to Monrovia, the Liberan. The 
development has a Caribbean 
connection: Weah’s wife Clar was 
born and raised in Jamaica.

Women rocked the U.S. and 
the world in 2017.

Tangible victories for the gen-
der are evidenced in media, poli-
tics, film and entertainment and 
by the bronze statue of the Fear-
less Girl in the financial district. 
She stands bold and unafraid 
staring down a charging, bronze 
bull many times her size and 
seems unafraid and fearless.

It took one bold actress to 
expose allegations of sexual 
misconduct of producer Har-
vey Weinstein and it seems a 
house of cards tumbled with 
actor Kevin Spacey, television 
anchors Matt Lauer, Charlie 
Rose, Tavis Smiley, music mogul 
Russell Simmons, Democratic 
Congressman John Conyers 
and Senator Al Franken among 
notables. The feminist revela-
tions spawned a #MeToo move-
ment mobilizing women to lib-
eration from sexual oppression, 

secrecy and repression due to 
fear and powerlessness.

A huge victory for the gender 
also installed Hilda Heine, as the 
first female leader of the Mar-
shall Islands. She represented 
the gender when attending the 
climate change conference in 
Bonn, Germany.

As the first female leader of 
the island chain and the first of 
her gender to lead any independ-
ent Pacific island, Heine had a 
message for U.S. President Don-
ald Trump, who withdrew his 
nation from the Paris Accords 
during the first months of his 
administration. “We want to 
make sure that President Trump 
understands the importance of 
emissions and what’s going on 
in terms of coal being promoted 
by his administration. We want 
President Trump to acknowl-
edge the science.”

The Marshall Islands are 
considered the most endan-
gered nation in the world due to 
flooding from climate change. 
Hopefully in 2018 there will 
be no return or threats from 
storms like those  named 
Maria, Irma, Harvey and Jose 
that struck with such devastat-
ing effect in 2017. 

I pray resolve of all reso-
lutions and the very best of 
everything. A very happy and 
blessed New Year.

Catch You On The Inside!  

INSIDE…
Continued from page 11 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302



















Caribbean Life, Jan. 5–Jan. 11, 2018 39  BQ

718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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