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By Bert Wilkinson
Just as the regional com-

mission on marijuana is in the 
Bahamas for public consulta-
tions this week, an influential 
Caribbean head of government 
is calling on governments to 
take cognizance of the global 
push to allow for possession 
of small amounts for personal 
use rather than fill jail houses 
with innocent youths across 
the region.

Gaston Browne of Antigua, 
likely to call general elections 
within a matter of weeks, came 
out swinging this week, sug-
gesting that the time has come 
for Caricom governments to 
legalize and decriminalize 
small amounts for personal 
use.

“We should continue to fol-
low the developments in Can-
ada, in particular, which will 
legalize the use of marijuana 
come July 2018, and I believe 
there will be scope for CARI-
COM countries to follow Can-
ada wholesale,” he said, noting 
that the region does not have 
to copy wholesale the laws in 
North America but could “take 
the aspects of laws and regu-
lations that could apply to us 

here and help us to deal with 
what has been a very difficult 
issue.”

Four years ago, regional lead-
ers established a commission 
on the positives of decriminal-
izing marijuana for personal 
and medicinal use but they are 
yet to make a final or collective 
decision on the way forward.

In the interim, the multi 
agency commission that lead-
ers had appointed to guide 
them on this issue is continu-
ing to organize and hold pub-
lic consultations in member 
states with the Bahamas being 
the latest. Similar forums were 
held in Guyana and Suriname 
late last year.

But countries such as Jamai-
ca and Belize are certainly not 
waiting on any collective deci-
sion. Both have moved sepa-
rately to decriminalize. Jamai-
ca allows for up to two ounces 
without criminal charges while 
Belize allow for possession of 
not more than 10 grams.

Just this week, Guyanese 
Attorney General Basil Wil-
liams ruled out Guyana join-
ing Jamaica and Belize in 
freeing up possession of small 

CALLS TO 
PERMIT 
WEED

Free up marijuana use says 
Antigua’s PM Gaston Browne

State Senator Brad Hoylman co-sponsored bills to limit New York’s cooperation with 
ICE and create a “sanctuary state” to protect immigrants from random and unjustifi ed 
deportation. Photo by Tequila Minsky

By Tequila Minsky
With the piercing sounds 

of sirens and traffic, immi-
gration activists, local poli-
ticians, and clergy braved 
bitter weather at the prayer 
vigil and rally protesting the 
detention of Jean Montrevil. 

Montrevil was picked up 
during his lunch break — 
van transport entrepreneur 
— outside his home near 
Far Rockaway. He was on a 
deportation order. 

Demonstrators prayed and 
then spoke. They held plac-
ards that read: “Free Jean 
Montrevil Now and Let Hai-
tians Stay.” 

Four floors above, immi-
grants are processed at the 
Varick Street Processing 
Center at Houston Street  
before being transferred to 
detention centers in New 
Jersey or New York State. 

Forty-nine-year-old Hai-
tian Jean Montrevil is the 

father of four American-
born children, the youngest, 
daughter Jamya, 10 along 
with her mother spoke at 
the rally.

For years, Montrevil has 
lived under the threat of 
deportation under a 1996 
federal law which gives ICE 
the discretion to deport 
legal immigrants with a past 
felony conviction no mat-
ter how far in their past. 

Immigration activist Jean Montrevil detained 
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WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

WestburyToyota.com

WESTBURY

TOYOTA

WHY

CHOOSE

     We at Westbury Toyota believe in
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
We are partnered with:
 • General Needs to help homeless 
    veterans on Long Island
 • Annual Street Wheelz Car Show
    to raise Breast Cancer Awareness
 • Island Harvest to feed local families in need
 • Ronald McDonald House to provide housing  
    and care for families with children
    battling cancer
 • Toys for Tots to contribute to less fortunate
    children and enable them to experience
    the joy of Christmas
 • And many more!

     We at Westbury Toyota understand that
LOYALTY IS EARNED, so we created 
“The Best Way” rewards program just for you. Every 
time you service with us or direct a friend, family mem-
ber or coworker to us who buys a car, you are rewarded
with down payment points toward your next vehicle
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings 
and much more!
 
     We at Westbury Toyota 
do not make empty promises. We promise to 
TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT, just as we would 
a member of our own family. We promise to provide the 
information required to make an informed decision.
We promise to always offer a fair deal.

     We at Westbury Toyota invite you to visit us and
see why “The Best Way” is the only way to buy and 
service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
informative and WORTH YOUR TIME!
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By Nelson A. King
Two men convicted in the shooting 

death of an innocent bystander at a 
2014 Caribbean Carnival in Boston’s 
Dorchester neighborhood have been 
sentenced to life in prison.

Keith Williams, 21, and Wesson 
Colas, 25, who were found guilty of 
first-degree murder on Dec. 28 in 
the death of Dawnn Jaffier, were sen-
tenced Monday in Suffolk Superior 
Court, according to Necn news.

Prosecutors said Jaffier, 26, a city 
youth worker, was shot in the head 
in an August 2014 confrontation on 
Blue Hill Avenue in Dorchester.

Prosecutors said Williams fired the 
shot that killed Jaffier but was aim-
ing for Colas, who they said drew his 
gun first.

At Monday’s sentencing, members of 
Jaffier’s family gave impact statements 
on her behalf, according to Necn.

Her brother, Ian Jaffier Jr., told the 
court the defendants changed his life 
forever when they killed his beloved 
sister.

He also thanked the court for serv-
ing justice and recognized the families 
whose cases aren’t solved and who con-
tinue to live without closure.

“I hope that this verdict actually rings 
bells through the city. It was stated ear-
lier, I feel like if one person is watching 
this story, if one person puts their gun 
down, that’s really a win for the whole 
entire city,” Ian Jaffier Jr. said.

According to Necn, Jaffier’s father, 
Ian Jaffier, called Dawnn’s shooting 
death senseless, adding that his daugh-
ter strived to be a positive influence on 
the community. He said he’ll always 
mourn the milestones they will miss.

Boston 
Carnival 

killers jailed 
for life

By Nelson A. King
Funerals began Monday for many of 

the victims, including Jamaicans, who 
perished in a massive fire in the Bronx 
on Dec. 28.

Iholt Francis had been planning a 
trip from Jamaica to New York to visit 
his twin brother to celebrate their 
28th birthday. Instead, he arrived last 
week to take his brother off life sup-

port, according to reports. 
Francis’s twin, Holt Francis, died 

a week after the Bronx fire ripped 
through his apartment building, kill-
ing four members of his Jamaican 
family and eight other people. 

The fire was the deadliest in New 
York City in 27 years, the New York 
Times said. 

The paper said the fire was started 

by a three-year-old boy who was play-
ing with a stove, and was fueled by 
gusty winds.

Funeral services were expected to 
be held Monday, at the R.G. Ortiz 
Funeral Home in Manhattan, for Holt 
Francis; his wife, Karen Stewart-Fran-
cis, 37; their daughters, Kylie, 2, and 
Kelesha, 7; and their cousin, Shawntay 

Funerals begin for Jamaican victims of Bronx fire

By Alexandra Simon
It’s a handbook for commuting 

while black. 
A social justice community organi-

zation recently released a book to help 
black New Yorkers navigate the city’s 
subway system. The National Action 
Network’s “Black Commuters’ Guide: 
Brooklyn” is a comprehensive book 
that highlights the disparity in fare 
evasion arrests in Brooklyn, and the 
stations where they are most likely 
to happen. The creator behind it all 
says despite the multiple disciplinary 
options transit officers can consider 
before cuffing offenders, those options 
are not being enforced and it is “the 
reason I created the book is because 
the numbers of black people being 
arrested for fare evasion is uncon-
scionable,” said Brandon Hicks. 

When police catch someone evading 
a fare they can issue them a warning, 
a citation, or arrest them. The latter is 
the stiffest penalty and the first option 
for black offenders, he added.

“Either this is implicit bias or they 
are deliberately preying on black peo-
ple, because the numbers are not rea-
sonable,” said Hicks. “The harshest 
crime is arrest and that is always the 
case for black people.”

The guide pinpoints stations at 
Atlantic, Livonia, and Sutter avenues 
along the L train line, and the Jun-
ius Street station on the 3 train line, 
as the central areas with the highest 
arrest rates. All are in East New York 
and Brownsville — two predominantly 
black and low-income neighborhoods, 
said Hicks.

The police department’s Transit 
District 33, which accounts for book-
ing the vast majority of the fare jump-
ing offenders, and covers central and 
eastern Brooklyn and parts of Queens, 
also includes Bushwick and Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

In 2016, out of all of fare eva-
sion arrests, 90 percent of those were 
people of color and 60 percent of 
them were black, according to Hicks. 
And the overwhelming demographic 
group subject to being apprehended 

are young black men between the ages 
of 16 and 36.

Hicks said that black commuters 
face an insurmountable challenge 
against this type of policing and feels 
even if the arrests are warranted, he 
strongly believes poverty but most-
ly anti-black policing plays a bigger 
role.

“I’m looking at the numbers, and if 
most people being arrested are black, 
then we need to stop and figure out 
the source of these disproportionate 
arrests,” he said. 

The guidebook is an homage to 
“The Negro Motorist Green Book,” 
published during the Jim Crow era 
to alert black travelers on sundown 
towns, interstates, cities, and lodg-
ings they could safely accommodate 

during segregation. But also it will 
alert black riders of the issue and 
know where to keep a look out for 
arrest.

“We are hitting the pavements and 
already handing these out around these 
communities and organizations — 
Brooklyn needs to be aware of these 
places and where arrest rates are high-
er,” he said. 

The group has tried to meet with the 
captain of Transit District 33 but has 
been unsuccessful in setting anything 
up, said Hicks.

Hicks overall mission is to discuss 
the matter with the head cop of the dis-
trict and determine a feasible solution 
that will decriminalize fare evasion, and 
help gradually decrease the number of 
arrests and reduce the crime itself.

Commuting while black

A police offi cer observes commuters using turnstiles at a Harlem subway 
station, Thursday March 3, 2016, in New York. The city is having second 
thoughts about its “broken windows policing,” a longtime strategy of driv-
ing down crime by cracking down hard on people who commit minor of-
fenses like turnstile jumping.  Associated Press / Bebeto Matthews

New guidebook alerts black commuters about
stations with anti-black policing 

Dawnn Jaffi er, the innocent by-
stander killed during the 2014 
Boston Caribbean Carnival by two 
men, Keith Williams and Wesson 
Colas, who Boston prosecutors 
say were sentenced to life in pris-
on this week.  Facebook

Continued on Page 6
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Barbados
A new governor of the Barbados 

Central Bank (BCB) took up office from 
Jan. 1, 2018.

Finance Minister Christopher Sin-
kler announced that Christopher Hay-
nes has been appointed as governor of 
the Central Bank of Barbados effective 
Jan. 1.

The new governor, who has acted in 
the position since Feb. 24 last year, has 
more than 37 years 
experience in central 
banking, with empha-
sis on macroeconomic 
policy and bank regu-
lations.

He was deputy governor from Febru-
ary 2009 until early last year.

He authored and co-authored several 
publications, principally on economic 
policy, debt and financial sector issues.

Dominica
The Dominica Business Forum 

(DBF) is calling for a public inquiry 
into the looting that followed the Sept. 
18 devastation caused by Hurricane 
Maria.

DCF chairman, Severin Mc Kenzie, 
said the issue had been raised with 
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit last 
month where the private sector group 
discussed “the building of confidence 
particularly as it relates to the looting 
that took place after Hurricane Maria.”

McKenzie said questions have been 
asked about what mechanisms are 
being put in place to give local inves-
tors a certain level of confidence that 
they should re-invest in the Dominican 
economy.

Last month, Prime Minister Sker-
rit said a review would be held to 
determine what went 
wrong with security 
on the island follow-
ing the passage of the 
category 5 hurricane 
that killed at least 29 people and left 
millions of dollars in damage.

McKenzie said the private sector, 
which employs in excess of 15,000 peo-
ple wants to know what went wrong, 
not only with the police, but what went 
wrong generally in the aftermath of the 
hurricane.

Guyana
Oil and gas giant ExxonMobil is 

expected to start oil production in Guy-
ana by March 2020.

This was disclosed by Exxon’s Coun-
try Manager Rod Henson during a 
recent press conference in Guyana 
where contents of the Stabroek Petro-
leum Agreement between the oil com-
pany and the government were shared.

Guyana and ExxonMobil entered 
into an agreement in July 2016, which 
will see the South American country 

receiving a 50 / 50 profit and a two per-
cent royalty.

Oil from just the Liza Phase One 
could be more than US$1.5 billion after 
five years and more 
than US$7 billion over 
the life of the project.

Henson told jour-
nalists it is estimated 
when production starts around March 
2020 it will be somewhere between 100, 
000 and 120,000 barrels a day.

The oil production in 2020 will rep-
resent only a fraction of the Liza field, 
Henson said.

St. Kitts
The devastating hurricanes Irma and 

Maria have disrupted record growth by 
the Eastern Caribbean Currency Union 
last year.

This is according to Eastern Carib-
bean Central Bank (EECB) Governor 
Timothy Antoine who said before the 
hurricanes hit, the ECCU was on the 
way to record its fastest growth in a 
decade.

He said the welcomed development 
was rudely interrupted and reversed by 
the passage of the two hurricanes, two 
of the most powerful 
storms ever recorded.

Five out of the nine-
member countries 
were impacted with 
three receiving direct hits.

Antoine said despite the impact of 

the hurricanes, the ECCB made sig-
nificant strides “of which we can justi-
fiably be proud,” which include return 
to profitability and the launch of “our 
strategic plan.”

The 2017 – 2021 strategic plan 
“Transforming the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union Together” focuses on 
economic transformation.

Jamaica
A Jamaican delegation of top secu-

rity officials led by National Security 
Minister Robert Montague recently 
attended the 9th Citizen Security Week 
in Colombia where they were provided 
with helpful information and sugges-
tions regarding technological solutions 
available to deal with Jamaica’s crime 
problem.

The 9th Citizen Security Week 
was organized by the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
with support from the 
Colombian govern-
ment.

The aim of the 
Security Week was to provide public 
security policymakers and directors of 
violence and crime prevention with a 
platform for dialogue and inform them 
of main challenges in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

The discussions were on the chal-
lenges that states face to establish 
legitimacy and trust in the implemen-
tation of citizen security public poli-

cies, through the exchange of experi-
ences.

National Security Advisor, Major 
General Antony Anderson, who was a 
member of the delegation visited the 
Police Unit for Peace, the intelligence 
unit and the Telematics Directorate of 
the Colombian National Police, while 
in Bogota.

Trinidad
Prime Minister 

Dr. Keith Rowley in 
a televised address to 
the nation on Sun-
day night has called 
on law-abiding citizens to continue to 
support the Trinidad and Tobago Police 
Service (TTPS) in their fight against 
crime.

With 18 murders recorded in the 
first week of 2018, Rowley said he is 
appealing to citizens to keep hope 
alive in this war against the heartless 
family members and career violent 
criminals.

“We must and will, win this war on 
crime. New approaches are at work in 
the Strategic Service Agency (SSA) and 
a new energy is beginning to infect the 
ranks of the TTPS and already we are 
seeing improvements in response and 
detections, he said.

The prime minister also re-empha-
sized his commitment to weed out cor-
ruption in the public service.

— Compiled by Azad Ali

St. Kitts, Cuba talk aid
From left, St. Kitts-Nevis Prime Minister, Dr. Timothy Harris; Cuban Ambassador to St. Kitts and Nevis, Abelardo Fabio Hernández 

Ferrer and Permanent Secretary in the Offi ce of the Prime Minister, Osbert DeSuza. See story on Page 21 

 St. Kitts-Nevis government
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By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago will 

soon have its first female presi-
dent.

Come March this year, 
retired Court of Appeal judge 
Paula Mae Weekes will make 
history when she is inaugu-
rated as the first woman to be 
elected president of Trinidad 
and Tobago.

Following a 35-minute 
meeting with Opposition Lead-
er Kamla Persad-Bissessar, 
Minister in the Office of the 
Prime Minister Stuart Young 
announced that Weekes will be 
the government’s nominee at 
the Diplomatic Centre, Port of 
Spain last Friday.

Young said Persad-Bissessar 
indicated the Opposition had 
no nominees at this stage, but 
she indicated she needed to 
caucus with Opposition mem-
bers and would contact the 
government

He said the Constitution 
stipulates that 12 or more 
elected members of parliament 
must sign the nomination form 
a week before the Electoral Col-
lege convenes.

The college is set to meet on 
Jan. 19.

Young explained that once 
a nominee is unopposed, that 
individual is automatically the 
President-elect.

He said Weekes had a stel-
lar career as a jurist in TT, 
serving as a Justice of Appeal 
for 11 years before retiring in 
2016.

Young also said Weekes 
has “a very great professional 
career” at the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP), spent a short time 
in private practice and served 
as a judge in the l990s before 
being elevated to the Court of 
Appeal.

Weekes, who was called 

to the bar in 1982, was the 
fifth woman to be appointed 
a judge of the High Court of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

In August 2012, she acted 
as chief justice in the absence 
of Chief Justice Ivor Archie.

Weekes also served as an 
appeal court judge in the 
Turks and Caicos Islands.

Current President Anthony 
Carmona five-year tenure in 
office will come to an end on 
March 16 this year.

The government has the 
majority of MPs in the Elec-
toral College to approve Week-
es as the next president.

Trinidad to have its 
first female president

Retired Court of Appeal 
judge Paula Mae Weekes.

Young, 19. 
Their bodies will be sent 

to St. Catherine Parish in 
Jamaica for burial on Jan. 21, 
the Times said. 

It said several other funer-
als will be held over the next 
few weeks. Services were held 
on Sunday for the young-
est victim, seven-month-old 
Amora Batiz, and her grand-
mother, Maria Batiz, 65.

Ms. Stewart-Francis, a 
hotel housekeeper, belonged 
to a close-knit family from 
southeast Jamaica, the Times 
said. 

It said some relatives had 
lived in the building, on 
Prospect Avenue in the Bel-
mont neighborhood in the 
Bronx, for nearly a decade. 

Her family occupied five 
apartments there, and rela-
tives doubled as babysitters, 
cooks and hairdressers, the 
Times said. 

Her sister, Andrene Paul, 
said the family was still rais-
ing money to cover the cost 
of transporting their bodies 
to Jamaica for burial. 

Paul said it had always 
been her sister’s wish to be 

buried there alongside their 
father, according to the 
Times.

Ms. Stewart-Francis was 
the youngest of their par-
ents’ 13 children, and “she 
and our father were joined at 
the hip,” Paul said.

Francis joined her in the 
United States in 2016, and 
the two married that May. 
They had lived in the apart-
ment building for about a 
year, Paul said.

“We always try to stick 
together because kids are 
involved,” said Paul, whose 
pregnant daughter lived on 
the third floor with her hus-
band and 10-year-old son. “It 
works that way, like a com-
munity for each other.”

Many of the fire’s victims 
were working-class immi-
grants, and relatives have 
been frustrated in their 
efforts to plan funerals 
because they are unfamiliar 
with the process and have lit-
tle money to cover expenses, 
the Times said.

It said six victims of the fire 
were from the Ashanti region 
in Ghana. They included a 
soldier and two children.

Bronx fire victims
Continued from Page 3 
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ONE DAY SALE
SHOP 10AM-10PM FRI & SAT, JAN. 12 & 13  

Hours may vary by store. See macys.com & click on stores for local information.

FREE SHIPPING
ONLINE WITH $25 PURCHASE

Valid 1/12-1/13/18. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 1/12-1/13/2018, EXCEPT AS NOTED.

EXCLUDES ALL:  Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, cosmetics/
fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., 
previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Anova, 
Apple Products, Ashley Graham, Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen 
Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Judith Leiber, Karastan, kate spade new york, Kenneth Cole kids’ shoes, Kiehl’s, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, 
Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original Penguin, Panache, 
Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Uttermost, Vans, 
Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined 
with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE  
Limit one per customer. Valid 1/12 & 1/13/18 till 2pm. 
In store only. Exclusions apply; see below.

$10OFF
TILL 2PM

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE  
Limit one per customer. Valid 1/12 & 1/13/18 till 2pm. 
In store only. Exclusions apply; see below.

$20OFF
TILL 2PM

WANT BETTER REWARDS?
WANT FREE SHIPPING?
WANT MORE SAVINGS?

Macy’s Cardholders can discover their 
status and the benefits they’re eligible 
for by speaking with a store associate 

or visiting macys.com/starrewards.

MEET THE NEW
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amounts, pointing to a United Nations 
study which argues against such he 
said. Williams said that he recently 
noted a push in the United States to 
“retrieve the position on marijuana in 
the United States,” noting that Guyana 
is unlikely to follow nations which have 
modified their own stances on weed 
possession.

Browne argues that “jailing offenders 
has not worked and when you are doing 
something consistently and it does not 
work you fix it.” Criminal action against 
users only drives them underground 
and make it difficult for authorities to 
monitor.

He appealed to police officers not to 
go after personal users and appeared 
to signal that the local law could be 
amended if he wants another term.

“I want to signal to the members of 
the police force, in the interim, that 
they desist from incriminating indi-
viduals because the government has 
made its policy very clear. Even though 
the law has not been changed, they 
must at least respect the intent and to 
give those who use marijuana a break,” 
he stated.

Browne spoke on a recent radio pro-
gram and many of those who called in 
were quick to dismiss his calls as a gen-
eral election gimmick to win hearts and 
minds. They said they are also on the 
lookout for a reduction in gasoline prices 
and import taxes on electronic items, all 
to win votes.

The commission is mandated to enquire 
about the social, economic, health and 
legal issues linked to marijuana use in the 
region of 15 nations and as well, to recom-
mend whether there should be a reclas-
sification of marijuana as a narcotic. If so, 
it will be more accessible to people who 
need it for religious, personal, recreational, 
medical and research uses officials said.

Browne: Give 
marijuana 

users a break
Continued from Page 1 

When he was in his early 20s, Mon-
trevil served five years for selling 
cocaine. 

Eight years ago, he was in Penn-
sylvania scheduled for imminent 
deportation when the earthquake 
hit Haiti and deportations were 
temporarily halted. Since then he 
regularly checks in with ICE — U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, works and is a family man.

Jean Montrevil found fellowship, 
moral support and became active 
with the Judson Memorial Church 
community. He co-founded The New 
Sanctuary Coalition. But, the stress 
of multiple deportation orders has 
also wrought an emotional toll.

Shortly after Jean was picked up, 
ICE took him to the Essex County 
Jail in Newark, New Jersey,  where 
he remained for two days. On Fri-
day, he was flown down to Krome 
Detention Center in Miami. 

His son Jahsiah 14 has written 
about years attending protests and 
of living with the uncertainty of his 
father’s presence. His testimony is 
circulating with an on-line petition 
to try to stop his father’s deporta-
tion. 

He writes: He had to go to annual 
check-ins with ICE. Before every 
check-in I always try to spend as 
much time as possible with him and 

try not to think about the fact that 
it may be the last time I see him.

His worst fears may have been 
realized. 

At the vigil, Judson Minister 
Michah Bucey spoke, “We’re here 
because there is something much 
colder inside.” 

His Sunday sermon also addressed 
the issues of Jean’s detention. 

During the rally, State Sena-
tor Brad Hoylman, whose district 
includes Judson, said, “Jean deserves 
a pathway towards citizenship, not 
persecution by ICE.”

He added, “I’ll continue to join 
my Greenwich Village neighbors 
and my colleagues in government 
in speaking up against these unjust 
policies, as well as advocating for 
legislation in Albany.”

U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Man-
hattan) and State Assemblymember 
Deborah Glick (D-West Village) also 
spoke. 

This latest detention follows the 
Trump administration’s suspension 
of Temporary Protected Status — 
special immigration program for 
60,000 Haitians that followed the 
2010 earthquake.

On Tuesday, Judson Chief Pas-
tor Donna Schapner flew down to 
Florida. “We’re waiting to see what 
happens with the Board of Immigra-
tion Appeals,” she said. 

Support for Haitian activist
Continued from Page 1 

Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Min-
ister Gaston Alphonso Browne has 
called for the legalization of small 
amounts of marijuana for personal 
use. Associated Press / Jason DeCrow, fi le
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Start the year off in a bright, open apartment in the 
heart of the Bronx. Newly renovated apartments
feature hardwood fl oors and new, open kitchens with 
stainless appliances and quartz countertops. Add in 
great on-site amenities, modern facilities and timely 

maintenance to make 2018 the best year yet.

With studios to three bedrooms at reasonable prices 

Eastchester Heights is 

BETTER LIVING WITHIN REACH!

eastchesterheights.com866.507.8967
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Dear Mr. Massive Gosine, 
Permit me to extend my 

sincere thanks for your 
recent kaiso, “Rowley Moth-
er Count.” Carefully, I lis-
tened to its articulation. The 
word ‘count’ was pronounced 
faithfully, meticulously, cau-
tiously, abiding strictly to the 
rules of English phonetics. 
I do not regard this as an 
accident. I regard it as your 
careful, wary efforts to not 
exceed the norms of simple 
courtesy. It cannot be oth-
erwise, for, as we all know, a 
righteous woman is a joy and 
boon to the nation.

I am deeply mindful of a 
fundamental issue raised in 
the song: the issue of prae-
dial larceny and its baneful 
effects on food production, 
on the national economy. 
While on the political hus-
tings, I did promise to con-
vert the Eastern seaboard of 
Trinidad into a flourishing 
agricultural farmland. Your 
song is surely an indictment 
to tackle the serious matter 
of praedial larceny; and its 
massive prohibitive impacts 
on food production. I there-

fore propose the following 
solutions:

PRIMARY SCHOOL REV-
OLUTION: We need not more 
thieves on our land. Instanc-
es of thievery and pure cor-
ruption are far too high. 
The culture of thievery and 
corruption has cut far too 
deep; it has almost become 
a national pastime, trait. 
Not good. I therefore intent 
to use the primary school, 
where our most cherished, 
delicate, resplendent future 
citizens amass, to create an 
altered breed of citizen. An 
ethical one. The revolution 
entails the first half of the 
day, morning periods, to be 
devoted to reading, writing, 
and the other ‘academic’ 

arts. The second part of the 
day, the afternoon, shall be 
devoted to avid training in 
technology, sports, languag-
es and music, the perform-
ance arts, and horticulture. 
The hands-on part. This will 
engender a more innovative, 
creative, productive citizen; 
more willing to co-operate, 
build by the speed of their 
skills, aptitudes, rather than 
the slow coach of stealth.

THE HORTICULTURAL 
REVOLUTION: Horticulture 
is the organized husband-
ry of tree-crops to produce 
fruit, drinks and food. Our 
horticulture mission, envis-
aged by the post-World War 
One Colonial Government, 
its botanic garden, its Impe-
rial College of Tropical Agri-
culture, its employment of 
JO Cutteridge to introduce 
horticultural knowledge in 
schools, has been shoved 
aside; first by the oil and gas 
economy; and now, tragically, 
by the drugs economy. Vast 
swathes of the United States 
and European populations, 
discontented, impression-

By Albert Baldeo
Dear Speaker Johnson:
“For of those to whom much 

is given, much is required.”- 
President John F. Kennedy

Congratulations on your 
elevation as the second most 
powerful person in NYC gov-
ernment! Indeed, the dis-
crimination you overcome for 
being openly gay and HIV-
positive has fortified you for 
the fights ahead. Your history 
and the issues that you have 
worked have stood in solidar-
ity with communities of color, 
the marginalized and the vul-
nerable. Like you said, “That 
is where you come from. That 
is what my life’s work has been 
about.”

We also applaud your state-
ment that, “The problems and 
challenges we continue to face 
are of historic proportions. 
Overflowing homeless shel-
ters, mom and pops unable 
to compete with deep-pocket-
ed chain stores and a failing 
transit system are just three 
of our problems.”

You should put a stop to 
the over criminalization of 
New Yorkers, like stop making 
criminals of poor people who 
cannot afford the fare to travel 
to work on the trains. You 
should roll back the senseless 
e-bike ban because it helps 
immigrant workers get by. 
Transform this city into a bea-
con that’s in solidarity with 
poor and working-class New 

Yorkers, including increasing 
your audit and scrutiny of the 
many failing city agencies that 
routinely waste and abuse our 
tax dollars, while preserving it 
as a “sanctuary city.”

The mayor has promised 
us more senior centers, better 
schools, hospitals, city serv-
ices and personnel and trans-
parency in how benefits are 
awarded. Hold his feet to the 
fire.

You also said that, “I would 
support us putting up a sig-
nificant amount of money,” 
referring to city funding for 
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, a stance that 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has resist-
ed. “But there needs to be 
accountability involved so we 
know how that money is being 
spent, and that it’s being spent 
wisely and that the projects 
remain on time.” (NY Times 
2/2/18).

Mr. Speaker, we urge you 
to address these and other 
issues speedily, not least here 
in Queens. The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (MTA) is in 
breach of their public commit-
ment and obligation to com-
plete the wheelchair-accessi-
ble elevator in the Richmond 
Hill / Ozone Park commu-
nity at the fulcrum Lefferts 
Boulevard and Liberty Avenue 
subway stop. This $29 mil-
lion project, commenced since 
2014, was scheduled to be fin-

An open appeal to 
new NYC Speaker 

Corey Johnson

OP-EDS

Letter to Massive

By Sarah Guillet
I found out that I was a dif-

ferent from my fellow immi-
grant classmates in high 
school, as I applied for college 
and scholarships. At the time 
I didn’t understand why I had 
to pay the same tuition as 
someone who lived in another 
state. And I didn’t understand 
why I couldn’t meet any of the 
scholarship requirements.

Throughout my childhood 
my family and I used to visit 
the United States frequently. 
But things changed when I 
was about 10 years old. My 
mother, brother and I came 
for what would be the last 
time, never returning to Haiti. 
My family received kidnapping 
threats, so we fled the island. 

And because we didn’t really 
understand the immigration 
process, we overstayed our 
visa. 

That means when it came 
time to prove that I was a legal 
resident that could receive 
help to pay for college, I didn’t 
have adequate paperwork. So I 
didn’t know if I would be able 
to go to college. When I found 
out about CUNY, my anxi-
ety settled a bit because the 
school was more welcoming 
to immigrants. I was relieved 
to know that I had at least one 
option for my education. 

My first year was very diffi-
cult. At the time there wasn’t 
any funding or scholarships 
for undocumented students. 
We didn’t have a lot of money, 

so we had to take it semes-
ter by semester — scraping 
together enough money for 
courses and books. When the 
earthquake happened we were 
devastated. But it took such 
a tragedy, people losing their 
homes, to get some support 
for my family. 

As I entered my sophomore 
year, we were able to file for 
Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS),  paying over $1000 in 
fees for each member of my 
family. This meant that my 
mom was able to find work as 
a home health aide. It meant 
that I was able to apply for a 
part-time job to help my mom 
pay for my tuition, food and 
transportation. I was also able 

Stand in solidarity with immigrants

The culture of 
thievery and 

corruption has cut 
far too deep; it has 
almost become a 
national pastime, 

trait. 
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GOT WORK? GET IN. AT DITMAS PARK, EVERY POSITION IS MORE THAN JUST A JOB.
Ditmas Park is also expanding its services to include pediatric, pulmonary and rehab divisions. Apply at: HR@ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS IS NOW HIRING
Available Positions Include:

Administrative Positions  General RNs 
 Pediatric RNs  Secretarial and Offi ce Reps 

 Unit Managers  Supervisors  Marketing and 
Janitorial Staff.

America’s only revered King 
— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
— and the only non-president 
American citizen to be granted 
a national holiday will be com-
memorated throughout the 
nation with music, dance, art, 
film, poetry, panel discussions 
and on the west coast, a parade 
in Los Angeles, California.

 “50 Years After MLK: A 
Dream Deferred” aptly describes 
an oral presentation and celebra-
tion slated to be held at Harlem’s 
Apollo Theater commemorat-
ing the storied life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. who was born 
on Jan. 15.

On the eve of the 1929 anni-
versary, a free, public two-hour 
event begins at 3 pm and will 
explore the progress that has 
been made in the half-century 
since Dr. King’s untimely death 
50 years ago.

Through a lively mix of one-
on-one interviews and panel dis-
cussions featuring notable guests 
— including author and award-
winning former television host 
Tavis Smiley, civil rights leader 
and former attorney and advisor 
to Dr. King, Dr. Clarence Jones, 
and today’s prominent female 
activists — Linda Sarsour, Wom-

en’s March co-founder; Patrisse 
Cullors, Black Lives Matter co-
founder; Rosa Clemente, scholar 
and 2008 Green Party Vice Presi-
dential candidate. The topic will 
spotlight the past and future for 
the people Dr. King described to 
be disfranchised and exploited.

Panelists will discuss the evo-
lution and persistence of issues 
he fought to eliminate — from 
racial and wage inequality to 
housing discrimination to police 
brutality — and will broach the 
question of what Dr. King’s vision 
and leadership mean in this time 
of moral and ethical ambiguity.

WNYC’s Peabody Award-win-
ning host Brian Lehrer and local 
“All Things Considered” host 
Jami Floyd will moderate mean-
ingful conversations examining 
Dr. King’s legacy and its impact 
on modern social justice move-
ments. 

“Fifty years after Dr. King’s 
assassination, I can think of no 
better place than Harlem and the 

Apollo to reflect on his work and 
mission,” Jami Floyd said. “Issues 
of race, justice and the need for 
unity are front and center again, 
in our country.  My hope is that 
our conversation will open the 
door to reconciliation, as we 
embark on the next 50 years — 
together.”

“We’re thrilled to partner once 
again with the Apollo Theater to 
celebrate Dr. King’s life and rele-
vance in such an important anni-
versary year and at such a crucial 
moment for our country,” Brian 
Lehrer said. “It’s a great opportu-
nity to bring the important con-
versations we convene on air into 
the community in person.”

Others slated for discussions 
include:Taylor Branch, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist and 
MLK biographer, Jeanne Theo-
haris, scholar and professor of 
political science at Brooklyn 
College, Rabbi Sharon Klein-
baum, activist and spiritual 
leader of Congregation Beit 

Simchat Torah, Pandit Dasa — 
author, Mindful Leadership and 
Wellbeing expert, and former 
practicing monk , Imam Kha-
lid Latif — executive director 
and Chaplain at NYU’s Islam-
ic Center, Chaplain with the 
NYPD, Minister Kristen John 
Foy, president of the Brooklyn 
Chapter of the National Action 

Network 
The event will conclude 

with a rousing performance by 
the two-time Emmy Award-
winning ensemble Vy Higgin-
sen’s Gospel For Teens — a 
renowned group of teenagers 
who study and sing the art of 
gospel music in Harlem. 

Catch You On The Inside!

King for a day – & 50 years after

Brooklyn Interdenominational Choir. Beowulf Sheehan

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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MACY’S JOINS THE WORLD  

IN HONORING  
THE LIFE  
AND LEGACY OF
DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR.
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We’re here in your neighborhood.

Apply now at SuccessAcademies.org
Start stronger. Go further.

Our exceptional public schools allow your child to thrive 
through discovery-based learning rooted in critical thinking, 
emotional development, and creative expression.
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For an appointment, please call 646-664-9400 
Only first 130 will be served

Saturday, January 20, 2018, 11 am-2 pm

Citizenship
Application  
AssistanceFREE

For an appointment, please call 646-664-9400
More information at cuny.edu/citizenshipnow

Minimum requirements to apply:
1. You are 18 years of age or older 
2.  You have lived in the United States as a green card holder  

(permanent resident) for five years (or three years if married to  
and living with the same U.S. citizen)

What to bring:
1. Green card and all passports used in the last five years
2.  Home/school/employment history for the last five years  

 (or three years if married to a U.S. citizen)
3. Children’s information (date of birth, A#, addresses)
4. Marital history (information about your past spouses)
5.  Certificate of disposition/MTA letter for any arrests, tickets  

and citations 

Applicants must pay a $725 filing fee to USCIS unless they  
qualify for a fee waiver. Please do not bring cash or money 
orders to the event.

Let our experienced lawyers and immigration  
professionals help you with your application. 

Middle School 2
655 Parkside Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11226 
3rd Floor, Gymnasium 
For directions, call the MTA:  
718-330-1234

invite you to attend

NYC Council Member Mathieu Eugene 
and Flatbush Beacon Center

OP-EDS

ished since the end of 2016, but unpal-
atable excuses abound each time we 
enquire about the constantly deferred 
completion date, making it a virtual 
“pie in the sky!”

MTA will also benefit from increased 
revenues, and its procrastination rais-
es serious concerns, including the 
forced closure of the adjacent main 
stairway, affects businesses, the local 
economy, and congests traffic. Sen-
iors, pregnant mothers, kids, the phys-
ically challenged, students, workers, 
indeed, everyone in our tax paying 
community would benefit greatly from 
this elevator which makes mobility 
and travel easier.

Affected communities deserve to 
have this project completed. Moreover, 

the fencing, construction and accu-
mulating garbage are an eye sore, 
and a danger to public safety. This 
delinquent entity must recognize that 
it is failing in its duty to make access 
easier for residents with disabilities, 
contrary to the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA). Indeed, the non-
profit Center for Independence of the 
Disabled New York just filed a lawsuit 
against the MTA for lack of elevator 
access citywide. Why must Richmond 
Hill / Ozone Park residents be forced 
to expend resources and bring a class 
action law suit against the MTA when 
it feeds off the public trough of our 
taxes?

As a matter of customer obligation 
and due compliance with our laws, 
this project is long overdue, and must 
be completed now!

An appeal to new NYC 
Speaker Corey Johnson

Continued from Page 10 

able, dig into their hard-earned incomes 
to buy drugs from their Southern neigh-
bours; a vast network of drugs passing 
from South into North; from which we, 
Trinidadians and Tobagonians, get our 
cut. The horticultural revolution would 
subvert this trade: instead of channelling 
hard drugs, cocaine and other opiates to 
the United States and European consum-
ers, we would channel Vitamin A, D, C, 
trace minerals, through the abundant 
trade of tropical fruit and their by-prod-
ucts, into metropolitan and hinterland 
economies.

LOCAL GOVENRNMENT REFORM: 
As you would know, my party ran on a 
campaign of Local Government Reform 
in the last Local Government elections. 
We intend to stick to this promise. We do 
have an experienced team of persons cur-
rently creating proposals for this eventu-
ality. Constituency Government. Lifting 
the onerous, complex, and un-doable 
burdens from central government — 
colonial by history, precedent and nature 
— onto the shoulders of our local lead-
ership. Each constituency would have 
its own variety, its flagship projects, of 
economic endeavour. Community farms, 
that is state land made available to fami-
lies and farmers to plant, will be a staple 
part of this reform. Local leaders tackling 
local issues, like praedial larceny!

COCOA, COCONUTS, DIARY: Special 
emphasis would be placed on these three 
historical flagship indigenous industries. 
Health. Cocoa is now, accurately, being 
labelled and marketed globally as a health 
food. Coconut oil is, as we are hearing 
from international scientists, the best 
mitigation against such endemic diseases 

as dementia and Alzheimer’s. Brain food. 
To counter bad drugs sold globally by big 
Pharma. And dairy: mozzarella cheese 
from our Buffalypso. I will instantly re-
open the Chatham Diary, which was 
closed down for smelter. A marketing 
institute, supported by food parks (like 
industrial estates) family farms, inde-
pendent farmers, will be established to 
win trade globally, with populations liter-
ally dying for tropical health and drink 
and food products.

THE COUVA HEALTH FACILITY: 
Health food for healthy bodies. Couva, 
centrally located, already equipped with 
a handful of good hotels, sports facilities, 
will be made into a sporting technol-
ogy mecca in Latin America. I intend to 
transfer the transferable equipment from 
this ‘showboat’ project to local facilities, 
and convert this facility to a health and 
sports institute; specializing in food and 
sports technology. A nice niche of cocoa 
and chocolate producers has emerged, 
each selling its own brands, many based 
in Gran Couva. But not all of them know 
the real capiche. Why must our sports-
men and women constantly have to rely 
on the United States for training? When 
we have flat port waters, breezy plains 
and undulating hills, so fit for local train-
ing. We need the coaching technology 
institutes right here. Crawfie trained on 
Caroni cane lands.

As they say ‘one by one coco fill the 
basket.’ Every little thing adds up. A 
cocoa, a coconut, a caimite, a shaddock, 
a pineapple, a dongs, a tamarind, ran-
gutan, a balata, a soursop, a sapodilla, a 
cashew, a cachima, a star apple, a pom-
merac, pommecythere, a day, keep the 
doctor away. From Massive to ital food 
and drink. A massive fruit and energy 
program! Done the drugs, guns, energy, 
money cartels!

Wayne Kublalsingh

Letter to Massive
Continued from Page 10 
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Price includes dealer prep and all costs except tax, tags, DMV & reg fees. ‡Retail value: $399. Used cars sold cosmetically as is.(1)For qualifi ed buyers See dealer for details. Not resp for typos.  DMV#7076824, NYC 
DCA Lic. #698282

BAY  RIDGE  NISSAN
Certifi ed Extended Warranties Available up to 8yr/120k(2)

5THAve. & 65TH St. Brooklyn, NY  | 877-254-3280
BayRidgeNissan.com
Showroom Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Luxury Pre-Owned

EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 96 MO AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

For   Less
All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import

H E R E ’ S  J U S T  A  S A M P L I N G  O F  T H E  B R A N D S  W E  H A V E  A V A I L A B L E

EVERY VEHICLE IS 
HAND-SELECTED from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

TLC
Financing 
Available(1)

SAVE TIME! Fill out your Credit Application
Online  before you arrive.

3 INDOOR SHOWROOMS

DWAYNE DAVID < Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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to apply for fellowships; one enabled 
me to work in youth justice, the other 
covered part of my tuition and allowed 
me to create my own interdisciplinary 
major. I majored in cultural anthropol-
ogy and international human rights 
because I wanted to work in my com-
munity and understand the inequali-
ties we face as immigrants and people 
of color.

But the resources were never enough 
to completely cover for my tuition. 
Each year, tuition was getting higher. 
As a TPS recipient I still had to pay 
everything out-of-pocket since I didn’t 
qualify for financial aid. Becoming a 
TPS recipient is more like becoming 
an international student, but with less 
security since we don’t know what hap-
pens when it ends.

I’m sharing my story because it’s 
important to understand the diversity 
of the immigrant experience. We’re stu-
dents, some of us are young and have 
lived here most of our lives, others are 
older and support their family in this 
country and in Haiti. We want to live; 
we don’t want to just survive. We want 
a path to citizenship. And we want to 
remind our neighbors and co-workers 
that our struggle is intertwined. I could 

get deported tomorrow. But as a Black 
woman, I could also get shot by law 
enforcement tomorrow. 

We need action from the government 
that provides a humane, holistic solu-
tion for Haitians and other TPS holders. 
Not only do we want the Department of 
Homeland Security to update the Fed-
eral Register and re-start the 60-day 
re-registration period for Haitians, we 
need Congress to provide a legisla-
tive fix for all TPS holders. Congress 
has the power to affirm our long-term 
presence in and contributions to the 
United States by enacting legislation 
that provides a pathway to permanent 
residency. 

TPS made it so that we could live, work, 
study, and support our families. In the 
time that we’ve lived in the United States, 
we have become a part of the fabric of this 
nation as workers, homeowners, and most 
importantly community members. This is 
all our fight. We have to work together to 
push forward.

Sarah Guillet is a Haitian New York 
resident, a graduate student at Hunter 
College studying urban planning, and a 
member of the UndocuBlack Network. 
This essay was written as part of a nation-
al initiative of the Black Immigration Net-
work (www.blackimmigration.net).

Humane, holistic solution 
needed for TPS holders

Continued from Page 10 
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it 
mean to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance 
for your family doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the 
new MetroPlus Community Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from 
you. We’re everywhere from the Staten Island Mall to Parkchester 
in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn to Skyview Mall in Queens. 
For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit metroplus.org. 
Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

Pick up kids 
from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by january 31

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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By Alexandra Simon
The Caribbean needs to rally 

behind net neutrality.
An online petition [ https://

www.change.org/p/u-s-senate-
caribbean-americans-for-net-
neutrality ] is hoping to garner 
support from the Caribbean 
community for net neutrality. 
Maryland-based advocate Tay-
lor Jenkins, who runs the plat-
form Humans of the Caribbean 
Diaspora, says if the restoration 
of net neutrality fails, it will have 
grave consequences on the ways 
money and access to informa-
tion is received from and by 
region, he said.

“The general issue on what it 
means for the Caribbean com-
munity, by and large, is it will 
affect the ways we use online, 
and all the remittances that are 
sent back that can potentially be 
at risk,” said Jenkins.

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) intro-
duced net neutrality rules in 
2015 to protect free Internet 
and prevent broadband com-
panies from slowing down and 

charging users and providers for 
additional services. Last month 
commissioners voted to repeal it 
in a 3-2 vote.

Online services that allow 
their users to make money 
transfers, such as Western Union 
or Paypal, will greatly affect how 
remittances are sent from peo-
ple living in the states to their 
families back in the Caribbean, 
said Jenkins. He adds that since 
the region is a central location 
for these type of payments, it 
is going to be greatly affect-
ed if broadband companies are 
given full control on what type 
of speed service their users are 
given.

“It is extremely impactful 
because looking at previous data 
as far as 2015 that receive remit-
tances, most are coming from 
the United States, Canada, and 
the United Kingdom, going to 
many countries in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean regions,” 
said Jenkins.

He adds the significance of 
the region as a huge recipient 
of money transfers alone should 

grab the attention of Caribbean 
people stateside, and even bring 
light to how local business may 
be shaped.

“It’s insane how much money 
we give back home to families,” 
he said. “And even people who 
are starting business — the way 
they’ll keep the connection is 
going to be huge. Because how 
do you get payments from Pay-
pal or Western Union if you’re an 
international designer?”

As of last week the petition 
had over 12,000 signatures and 
counting, and Jenkins hopes 
that number can reach 15,000 
by the end date of Jan. 19. Mas-
sachusetts Senator Ed Markey 
filed a Congressional Review Act 
vote, backed by over 26 other 
senators, to reinstate the Open 
Internet order, which would 
make the FCC maintain the 
existing rules.

Jenkins says that the Carib-
bean community needs to mobi-
lize and show their support for 
the reinstatement of a free Inter-
net, because it will have a big 
impact on the Diaspora globally.

“I’m reaching out to Con-
gressmen and letting them know 
and getting more support from 
Caribbean organizations, locally 

and nationally to advocate for 
this,” he said. “The Carib here is 
definitely behind this because we 
have a stake in this.”

How Net Neutrality can 
affect the Caribbean

After a meeting voting to end net neutrality, Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) Chairman Ajit Pai answers 
a question from a reporter, Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017, in Wash-
ington.  Associated Press / Jacquelyn Martin
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INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249

 IMMIGRATION BREAKTHROUGH!!!
On February 28th, 2017, I fi nally received my permanent status as a Green 

Card holder. It’s been a long journey. I have been in the United States for nearly two 
decades with no status in this country. Thanks to Mrs. Gertrude for her hard work and 
commitment. After meeting and working with her thoroughly, she fought hard for me 

and by God’s grace we became victorious.
 I remember when my DACA was denied. I was sad, depressed and nervous, Mrs. 

Gertrude reassured me that “everything will be ok!” A month later, I was approved for 
my DACA! From there on, we talked on getting my green card and the rest is history.

I am now a legal alien with a Green Card status. Today, I am in the United States Army. 
Thank you so much Mrs. Gertrude because I never dreamed of this day to come. May 
God continue to bless you and guide you in your work with every client that you touch 

and help. May they prevail and become victorious as I did!
Thank you!

Mr. E. O, New York

CALL NOW FOR A PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION.
Gertrude Onuoha Esq.

575 Lexington Avenue, 4th Fl. NY NY 10022 

212-971-9704 or 732-642-5605

You may be eligible for immigration benefi t through 
domestic violence or as a crime victim

Disclaimer: Attorney adverting. Past performance does not guarantee future results

By Nelson A. King
The Rev. Reginald Euclid 

Moore, a very vibrant Method-
ist Church Minister who served 
in the Chateaubelair-Kings-
town Circuit in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines in the 1970s, 
is now battling for his life in a 
Harlem nursing home.

The Nevisian-born Moore, 
77, who received this theologi-
cal training at the University 
of the West Indies at Mona, 
Jamaica and also worked as a 
minister in Guyana and Trini-
dad and Tobago before migrat-
ing to New York in 1980 — is 
now lying helpless at the Henry 
J. Carter Specialty Hospital and 
Nursing Facility, 1752 Park 
Ave., Harlem, after suffering a 
series of strokes.

Some former parishioners, 
and their families, who Rev. 
Moore mentored as youths 
in the town of Chateaubelair 
in the 1970s, made a special 
visit at his bedside on Dec. 30, 
despite the snowy conditions.

Hewitt James, a former 
school teacher and police offic-
er in St. Vincent and the Gren-

adines, trekked from Philadel-
phia, Pa to see Rev. Moore for 
the very first time since the 
1970s. 

Ralphie Cunningham and 
Ann Franklin, otherwise known 
as Yvonne “Dan Dan” Nash, as 
well as a reporter, drove from 
Brooklyn. Cunningham and the 
reporter brought along their 
wives. 

Cunningham and Franklin 
were not totally surprised to 
witness Rev. Moore’s condition, 
since they had seen him on pre-
view occasions; but James and 
the reporter were shocked about 
his medical fate, as he depends 
on others for ADL (Activities of 
Daily Living) needs.  

The former pastor of Beulah 
Wesleyan Methodist and Mt. Cal-
vary United Methodist Churches, 
and assistant pastor at Salem 
United Methodist Church — all 
in Harlem — is breathing with 
the aid of a tracheostomy and is 
being tube-fed. 

“Believe you me, he’s in good 
shape now, compared to the 
shape he was in [when he suf-
fered his first stroke in 2016 and 

was taken to the Intensive Care 
Unit at Harlem Hospital],” said 
Franklin, who — like James, 
Cunningham and the report-
er — was a member of Club-
land, the youth arm of the Cha-
teaubelair Methodist Church, 
which Rev. Moore guided in the 
early-to-mid-1970s, in a Carib-
bean Life interview. 

“He can scratch his head now,” 
added Franklin, who works as 
a nursing assistant at a nursing 
facility in Brooklyn and worships 
at the Miracle Temple Ministries, 
a Pentecostal church, attended 
primarily by Vincentians and 
Jamaicans, in the Brownsville 
section of Brooklyn. “He did 
not know anybody around him. 
Thank God, he’s still here. We 
can still see him.”

“His situation, to me, is unfor-
tunate,” chimed in Cunningham, 
who lived at the Moore’s, for 
six months, in Harlem when he 
migrated to New York in 1996. 
“But I think he made a lot of 
progress from the last time I saw 
him [in 2016].”

Robin Moore, 40, Rev. Moore’s 
second of three sons, the only 

one born in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines — the eldest, 
Lathen, was born in Guyana; 
and the youngest, Nigel, was 
born in Trinidad and Tobago – 
said, when his dad suffered a 
“massive stroke” in 2016, “he 
couldn’t move, couldn’t breathe 
by himself.

“He was basically in a coma-
tose state, and he came out in 
March, 2016,” said Robin, who 
has followed his dad’s footsteps 
in pursuing the ministry. Robin 
serves as assistant pastor at Beu-
lah Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
where Rev. Moore served as pas-

tor, when he first arrived in the 
US.

“Currently, he’s on a ventila-
tor and trachea,” added Robin, 
expressing contrition about his 
dad’s medical state “because I 
would want him to witness more 
of my ministries and the seeds 
that he planted to give me a 
living.

“I’m happy that he’s still liv-
ing and that he still recogniz-
es me,” continued Robin, who, 
despite his very busy schedule, 
still visits his dad on an almost 
daily basis. “He keeps fighting; 
he never gives up.

Caribbean pastor battles for his 
life in Harlem nursing home

Visitors, donning protective gear, fl ank Rev. Moore at the 
Henry J. Carter Specialty Hospital and Nursing Facility, 1752 
Park Ave., Harlem.. Photo by Nelson A. King
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Prepare today for tomorrow. Connect locally to others going 
through what you are, meet our team for expert advice, get 
fi nancial assistance, home care, and so much more. 

When memory fades, our commitment endures. Call 
Care NYC today.

Toll free: 877-577-9337

For more information: 
carenyc@scsny.org
www.scsny.org

Care NYC is a FREE service available 
throughout the fi ve boroughs.

If you care for a loved one with Alzheimer’s 
 we haven’t forgotten your needs.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime Minis-
ter, Dr. Timothy Harris, and Cuban 
Ambassador to the Federation, Abe-
lardo Fabio Hernández Ferrer, have 
reaffirmed the commitment of their 
respective governments to further 
strengthen the shared bilateral rela-
tions between both countries.

These commitments were given on 
Jan. 9 when Ferrer paid his first cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister Harris 
since assuming the post as Cuban 
ambassador to St. Kitts and Nevis. 
Permanent Secretary in the Office of 
the Prime Minister, Osbert DeSuza 
also atteneded meeting.

During the discussions, Ambassa-
dor Ferrer expressed gratitude towards 
the of St. Kitts and Nevis government 
for the support it has given to Cuba as 
it relates to calling for an end to the 
United States economic embargo.

The Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and the Republic of Cuba share a 
mutually beneficial partnership, with 
assistance being provided to the Fed-
eration in human resource develop-
ment, through the provision of schol-
arships.

Prime Minister Harris stated, “Cuba 
has long been a strong and reliable 
voice in support of developing states, 
and St. Kitts and Nevis, like other 

countries within CARICOM, we have 
benefited from that strong advocacy. 
The international agenda is rife with 
many issues in which we hope again to 
collaborate and cooperate with Cuba. 
Some of these issues are issues relat-
ing to climate change, climate mitiga-
tion and resilience measures. Other 
issues relate to the challenge of the 
blacklisting of states by the OECD and 
also the emerging issue of de-risking 
of banks within Caribbean islands.”

Dr. Harris also highlighted the 
strong support St. Kitts and Nevis 
has received from the Cuban govern-
ment towards the social development 
of the Kittitian and Nevisian people, 
particularly in the areas of health and 
education.

“We would want of course to see 
both of these areas strengthened, 
broadening the cooperation and the 
supply of specialist services to our 
country, and of course the training of 
our citizens in Cuba,” the prime min-
ister added.

From the period 2014 – 2017, a 
total of 27 Cuban scholarships were 
offered to nationals of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, of which 23 students pursued 
studies in medicine and two pursued 
studies in mechanical and electrical 
engineering.

St. Kitts & Nevis PM, Cuban 
ambassador discuss cooperation
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St. Kitts is one of 22 destinations 
that Bloomberg Businessweek says will 
be “especially hot” this year. Mentioned 
second, St. Kitts is the only Caribbean 
destination on the list titled “Where to 
Go in 2018.”

In its introduction to the list, the 
highly respected business and financial 
publication states that, “The alchemy 
of being in the right place at the right 
time is exactly what transforms a good 
vacation into a great one.  With that in 
mind, we’ve scoured the globe for the 
most exciting openings and events in 
2018 and boiled them down to 22 espe-
cially compelling destinations.” 

Bloomberg Businessweek writes, “St. 
Kitts has pulled off a beach-escape hat 
trick: It feels untouched while being 
both comfortable and convenient…In 

terms of convenience, Delta has begun 
offering nonstop routes from Atlanta 
and New York, making St. Kitts more 
accessible than many of its Caribbean 
peers.”

The major international publication 
also notes that, “After surviving last 
year’s hurricanes unscathed, the des-
tination got a considerable injection 
of glitz when the 126-room Park Hyatt 
opened in November.  The first five-star 
beach resort on St. Kitts, it’s located 
on a secluded white-sand cove near the 
island’s southern tip; suites with pri-
vate pools overlook the Caribbean Sea 
and the neighboring island of Nevis, 
while the three-bedroom presidential 
villa has a private chef and dedicated fit-
ness area.  The resort anchors Christo-
phe Harbour, a new, 2,500-acre luxury 

development and superyacht marina, 
which means guests have the twin 
benefits of privacy and quick access to 
high-end boutique shopping.”

Park Hyatt St. Kitts — the first Park 
Hyatt hotel in the Caribbean — has 
already landed on several prestigious 
lists.

These include Forbes’ 17 Hot Hotel 
Openings This Summer, Forbes’ 25 
New Luxury Hotels That Come Highly 
Recommended, The Globe and Mail’s 
World’s hottest and hautest new hotels 
for 2017, The New York Times’ Hotel 
and Resorts to Travel to in 2017, The 
Telegraph’s The 28 best new hotels for 
2017, Travel + Leisure’s Hotel Openings 
to Watch Out for in 2017, and Vogue’s 
2016 Hottest Hotels: The 16 Most Antic-
ipated Openings.

St. Kitts on prestigious travel list 

By Alexandra Simon
The Caribbean remains a top 

tourist destination.
Last month, the Caribbean saw a 

strong holiday season despite some 
countries in the region being bat-
tered with hurricanes last year. The 
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Asso-
ciation reports that many hotels 
reported 90 percent occupancies in 
December. Despite many countries 
still recovering from damage left by 
Hurricane Irma and Maria, it was 
only a best under.

“Now is a perfect time to visit and 
support the Caribbean and to see for 
yourselves how the resilience of our 
people offers travelers from around 
the world an exceptional experience, 
especially during this winter season 
and beyond,” said Frank Comito.

The countries that saw the most 
travelers were Antigua, Aruba, 
Barbados, Belize, Cancun, Cay-
man Islands, Curaçao, Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and The 
Bahamas. 

“More than 70 percent of the 
Caribbean was not impacted by 
hurricanes Irma and Maria and 
travelers are discovering the incred-
ible diversity of destinations and 
offerings throughout the region, 
as they explore its many vacation 
options,” stated Frank Comito, 
CEO and director general of the 
Caribbean Hotel and Tourism Asso-
ciation (CHTA).

Caribbean saw 
strong holiday 

season

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
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Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
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htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
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Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

The view from a plunge pool at Park Hyatt St. Kitts.
 St. Kitts and Nevis Government
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By George Alleyne
Women swept away the top 

prizes given out for exemplary 
prose when the Barbados Frank 
Collymore Literary Endowment 
awards a few days ago celebrated 
its 20th anniversary of formally 
recognising the work of out-
standing writers.

With there being no first 
prize because the panel of judges 
found none of the entries worthy 
of 1hat award, Heather Barker 
picked up the 2nd prize with her 
collection of stories, highlighted 
by a piece titled, ‘The Plunder-
ing.’

Sonia Williams won the 3rd 
prize, which is also based on a 
collection, but in this instance 
it was poems under the shared 
title, ‘Her Bald Head Luminous.’

Shakirah Bourne copped 
the Prime Minister’s Award, a 
special prize for the top writer 
among those who put Barbados 
in a new, unexpected or unusual 
light. Her story is ‘Getting Back 
at Jack Taylor.’

At the weekend ceremony cel-
ebrating Barbados’ premier lit-
erary artistes, the issue of the 
ability of writers to earn a living 
off the artform raised its head 
as a number of speakers pointed 

to a need for greater financial 
input into production of story-
book pieces and a meaningful 
contribution to the bottom line 
of writers.

 “At this point in our devel-
opment it is important that we 
move beyond the politeness of 
lip service to fully appreciating 
and supporting our writers,” said 
outgoing Chairman of the FCLE 
panel of judges, Antonio ‘Boo’ 
Rudder.

“When we speak of support 
we’re talking about purchasing 
the books which many writers 

have published at tremendous 
sacrifice and cost.”

“Money always helps,” quipped 
member of the panel of judges 
and the ceremony’s MC, Andy 
Taitt, who made clear, that the 
appeal for a fund-base for crea-
tive writers is made, “without 
reducing art to simply money.”

Prizes in the annual FCLE 
awards scheme begin with 
Bds$10,000 (Bds$1 = 50 cents 
US) for the first prize winner, 
and lesser sums for the other 
winners.

Over the years this money has 
been coming from the Central 
Bank that pays the first, second 
and third place prizes; and the 
Ministry of Culture that puts out 
the prize money for the Prime 
Minister’s Award.

But it was noted that the while 
the personal one-time reward for 
the winning submissions is sig-
nificant, there remains a need for 
support funding to take many of 
these Bajan masterpieces to pub-
lication, and distribution.

Central Bank Governor, Cle-
viston Haynes, spoke of a need 
“to bring prominence to Barba-
dos’ best writers while rewarding 
them tangibly.

“We need to find avenues to 

make literature commercially 
viable for its exponents.”

Noting that Barbados has a 
fledgling film industry he advised 
that writers seek to collaborate 
with persons in this parallel cre-
ative sector because “opportuni-

ties will emerge for some of our 
writers to have their manuscripts 
converted into film stories [and] 
… synergies between these two 
art forms should be encouraged 
as a means of enabling our writ-
ers to profit from their talent.”

Barbadian writers need money 

Prime Minister’s Award winner, Shakirah Bourne (L) receives 
her prize from Ministry of Culture Director of Cultural Policy, 
Sheron Johnson. Photos by George Alleyne

Clare Downes-Haynes (L), 
wife of Central Bank Gover-
nor Cleviston Haynes, pres-
ents the 2nd prize award to 
Heather Barker.
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By Tangerine Clarke
Neil Chan, a larger than 

life figure who launched Solo 
Sounds International, and 
dominated the landscape of 
Arts and Entertainment in Guy-
ana, commanding large cos-
tume and float parade bands at 
Mashramani in the 70s and 80s 
in Georgetown, died on Jan. 5. 
He was 88 years old. 

Born on Nov. 4 and named 
Neil Vibert Ignatius Michael 
Chan by parents Soloman Chan 
and Rudy Beckles who lived in 
Georgetown, Chan, from a very 
young age created history, as a 
multifaceted person.

Cultural Director of the 
Guyana Cultural Association 
New York Claire Goring, a close 
friend and former member 
of the “Solo” team, recalled 
Chan’s commitment to cre-
ating a good life for himself, 
while promoting his country.

He was a sports enthusiast, 
who excelled at bodybuilding 
and weight lifting and repre-
sented Guyana at the 1966 8th 

British Empire Commonwealth 
Games in Jamaica. 

Chan’s business savvy led 
to his appointment as general 
manager of the External Trade 
Bureau (ETB), in 1970, which 
was responsible for the impor-
tation of most of Guyana’s food 
and other commodities. He 
played a major role in trade at 
a time when foreign currency 
was in short supply and mate-
rial for the development of the 
country were greatly needed. 

He later started Bel Park 
Guyana Agency, and as a dis-
tributor of the Solo brand of 
agricultural equipment used 
by small farmers throughout 
Guyana.

Chan won King of the Band 
Competition on many occa-
sions, leading Solo Sounds Int. 
to prominence at the Festival 
Arts of Guyana for many years, 
as the leading private sector 
costume band, well-known for 
splendor and pageantry with 
1000 strong “Mashparaders.” 

He participated in Mash Nite 

and Mash Day Competitions, 
and presented Solo contest-
ants, displaying saris created 
locally by Solo staff at Deep-
avali Pageants.

Chan received the Golden 
Arrowhead of Achievement 
award, Guyana’s highest honor, 
for his dedicated and outstand-
ing contribution to culture. 
He was also honored with the 
GCA of New York Award for his 
endowment to Guyana’s Arts 

and Culture.
He went on to launch 

Xanadu, a popular upscale 
discotheque the Place Where 
Dreams Come True – formally 
located at Vlissengen Road and 
Duncan Street in Georgetown. 

This icon also played a sig-
nificant role in developing 
costumed bands for tramping, 
after joining the steel band cul-
ture. He was a member of the 
musical group the Four Lords 
with Billy Moore, Neville Rose, 
Willie Wright, and Eve Mani-
fold, who laid a foundation for 
his excellence as an exponent 
in Guyanese expression.

Chan’s Solo Sounds Int. was 
the first to bring international 
talent to Guyana. Such per-
formers included, Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Shadow, David Rudder, 
Tambu, and the Charlie’s Roots 
band. His band became the most 
influential during the 1970s and 
the early 1980s. 

Neil Chan would be most 
remembered for his supremacy 
in bringing all Guyanese together 

in the myriad of productions and 
collaborations he was instrumen-
tal in forming during his life-
time.

He was an astute businessman, 
well-liked, popular and versatile 
person. The Guyanese commu-
nity and the thousands of lives he 
touched will dearly miss him.

Neil and his devoted wife, Shei-
la, shared 58 years of marriage. 
They also shared adopted chil-
dren, Fabian Gaskin and Sattie 
Sasenarine, Carlotta, Vilma and 
George Chan.

Others who mourn Chan, 
include; nephews Musa Amin and 
Neil Allicock, nieces Patricia Mer-
curius, Sandra Britton, Marcy 
Allicock and six others; great 
nieces and nephew: Michelle 
Britton, Tony Britton and Abbi 
Braithwaight and 16 others; 18 
great, great, nieces and neph-
ews; cousins the Chan family; 
cherished friends: Fay and Grant 
Gaskin and family, the Spooner 
family, Claire Goring, Alicia Dou-
gall and family, Inez Seepaul, and 
many others.

Guyana mourns the loss of disco legend Neil Chan

Neil Chan.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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DO YOU HAVE KNEE PAIN DUE TO OSTEOARTHRITIS?
Now you can GET FAST PAIN RELIEF!

Osteoarthritis is a degenerative, 
progressive disease. Ignoring 

its symptoms or modifying your 
lifestyle will not make it better

Knee pain is not an indicator for 
how far your OA of the Knee has 
progressed, as pain is different 

for each patient

Facts:

HEALTHQUEST IS NOW OFFERING FDA APPROVED TREATMENT OPTIONS 
FOR THOSE PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM KNEE PAIN WHICH HAS FAILED 

THE TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT STRATEGIES.
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

Want your child to love learning?

Don’t wait out the school year,
check out open enrollment at

Accepting transfer students in PreK3 to 7th Grade

Call Principal Mary Bellone at
718.763.2360 for more information

STUDENTS OF ALL FAITHS WELCOME

1326 East 57th Street Brooklyn, NY 11234

mqhca.org
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By Nelson A. King 
Amid an intense political 

battle over a United States fed-
eral program that shields from 
deportation young Caribbean 
and other immigrants who 
were brought illegally to the 
U.S. as children, a federal judge 
in California has issued an 
injunction ordering the Trump 
administration to restart the 
program.

Stating that the decision to 
kill it was improper, Judge Wil-
liam Alsup of Federal District 
Court in San Francisco wrote 
on Tuesday that the Trump 
administration must “main-
tain the DACA program on a 
nationwide basis,” as the legal 
challenge to the U.S. President 
Trump’s decision proceed.

Former U.S. President 
Obama created the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, known as DACA, in 
2012 to also give young immi-
grants the ability to work legal-
ly in the United States. Presi-
dent Donald Trump moved to 
end the program in September, 
saying that Obama’s actions 
were unconstitutional and an 
overreach of executive power, 
according to the New York 
Times.

The Times report said that 
decision set off a fierce debate 
in Washington as Democrats 
and Republicans spar about 
how to provide relief for about 
800,000 immigrants who could 
face deportation when the pro-
gram ends on Mar. 5.

Trump met with lawmakers 
Tuesday afternoon in a remark-
able, hour-long televised meet-
ing to begin negotiations, the 
Times said.

But it said critics of Trump’s 
decision to end the policy, 
including several states and 
organizations, had already sued 
the administration, saying that 
shutting down the program 
was arbitrary and done with-
out following the proper legal 
procedures.

One of the lead plaintiffs 
in the case, Janet Napolitano, 
is currently president of the 
sprawling University of Califor-
nia system, but served as Sec-
retary of Homeland Security 
for Obama in 2012 and was an 
architect of the DACA program, 
the Times said.

In his ruling, Judge Alsup 
questioned the administration’s 
contention that the DACA pro-
gram had not been put into 
place legally. He asserted that 

the secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
has long had the authority to 
grant the kind of temporary 
protections that formed the 
basis of the program.

Judge Alsup also cited sever-
al of Trump’s Twitter posts that 
expressed support for the pro-
gram, according to the Times.

He noted that, in Septem-
ber, the president wrote: “Does 
anybody really want to throw 
out good, educated and accom-
plished young people who have 
jobs, some serving in the mili-
tary? Really!”

Such tweets, Alsup said, bol-
stered the idea that keeping 
the program going was in the 
public interest.

The judge wrote that pre-
vious beneficiaries of DACA, 
known as Dreamers, must be 
allowed to renew their status in 
the program, though the gov-
ernment will not be required to 
accept new applications from 
immigrants who had not previ-
ously submitted one.

In addition, Alsup said the 
Trump administration could 
continue to prevent DACA 
recipients from returning to 
the U.S. if they leave the coun-
try.

Judge to Trump: DACA must continue for now

Demonstrators urging the Democratic Party to protect the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Act (DACA) rally 
outside the offi ce of California Democratic Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein in Los Angeles Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018.  
 Associated Press / Reed Saxon

New York State Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte

DISTRICT OFFICE
1312 Flatbush Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11210
718-940-0428

ALBANY OFFICE
LOB 833

Albany, NY 12248
518-455-5385

I have decided to stick 
with love. Hate is too 

great a burden to bear.
-Martin Luther King Jr.

CELEBRATES THE LIFE & LEGACY OF

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
Choose this day to spread love and consider your participation

on January 15th for a day of service.

Email: bichotter@nyassembly.gov • website: nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 01/12/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$14,500

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCACAPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$15,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

FIND THE BEST DEALS OF 
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MF15_NYC_WRAP_1.12_DAILYNEWS_1

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 
48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 1/10/18-1/15/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required 
equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher 
than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest 
Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is 
based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses.

We’re making room for new models, so save on fl oor models and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

HURRY IN TO OUR NEW YEAR’S CLOSEOUT

PRICES REFLECT QUEEN MATTRESSES WITH APPLICABLE SAVINGS. SOME MODELS IN SELECT STORES ONLY. OFFER VALID ON SELECT MATTRESS PURCHASES.

Choose between: AltaHR & Charge2 ($149.95 value)

Do your New Year’s resolutions include more naps
and great health? We’ve got you covered.

FREE**

with any mattress
purchase of just $799+

FIRM QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

SAVE UP TO 70%†*

NOW AS LOW AS  $284.70

PLUSH QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

SAVE UP TO 70%†*

NOW AS LOW AS  $314.70

SAVE ON
CLOSEOUT 
ACCESSORIES
(pillows, mattress protectors & 
more • while supplies last)

UP TO 70% OFF FAMOUS BRANDS†*

ENDS MONDAY

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. See store for details.

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR
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NEW YEAR’S SLEEP SALE

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

At the intersection 
of comfort and value.

SLEEPY’S TWIN 
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

MF15_NYC_WRAP_1.12_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

Do your New Year’s resolutions include more naps
and great health? We’ve got you covered.

+FREE FITBIT**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

       60 Months
0% APR*

$3049
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$51
SAVE $300

FREE**

WITH ANY MATTRESS
PURCHASE OF JUST $799+

Choose between: AltaHR & Charge2 ($149.95 value)

+FREE FITBIT**

60 Months
0% APR*

$3149
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$53
SAVE $200

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   
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MF15_NYC_WRAP_1.12_DAILYNEWS_4

**Free fi tbit® Off er: Off er valid 1/10/18-1/16/18. Purchase select mattresses at $799 and above and receive a free fi tbit® AltaHR™ or Charge2™ (a $149.95 value). Off er has no cash value. Product returns will be less the value of the wristband ($149.95). Off er 
redeemable only online from Best Buy®. This advertisement is produced and distributed by an independently owned and operated mattress store. Best Buy® responsible only for shipping Fitbit®. Restrictions apply, see store for complete details. †*Save up to 
70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. 
In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 1/10/18-1/16/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †Free delivery valid with the purchase of a Tulo mattress. On available products in local delivery areas. 
Free delivery off er has no cash value and cannot be used as credit toward purchase. Off er valid 1/10/18-1/16/18. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set 
advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, 
discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. 
*†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the 
original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from 
store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 1/10/18-1/16/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

FREE DELIVERY †

SAVE $300

+FREE FITBIT**

Two out of three people
choose the Dream Bed Lux, 
meaning two out of three 
people are paying $1000
less than other leading
memory foam.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2999
Total to Pay$50 Per

Month**†

Introducing

Starting at $375

It’s everything you
want in a bed – in a box.

ONLY AT

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

NOW $299 WAS $359

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

NOW $399 WAS $649

UP TO 70% OFF FAMOUS BRANDS†*

We’re so confi dent we’ll match you with the 
right mattress, you can take it home and 
sleep on it 120 nights. Love it, or get your 

money back. 

120 NIGHT
SLEEP TRIAL *† *

120 NIGHT LOW
PRICE GUARANTEE ††

If you fi nd a lower price at another location 
or one of our stores, we’ll pay you the 
diff erence for up to 120 nights after

the purchase. 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 01/12/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$29,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HERROKOKEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$13,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#35901

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$13,588

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$9,400BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROOGUGGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
11k miles, Stk#33581

$9,488BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543

CARS
STARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

2018 AT MAJOR WORLD!
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

“Facing Frederick : The Life of 
Frederick Douglass, A Monu-
mental American Man” by 
Tonya Bolden
c.2017, Abrams Books for Young 
Readers 
$19.99 / $23.99 Canada 
208 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You’re not backing down.
There’s a line in the sand and 

nobody’s crossing it on your 
watch. When something isn’t 
right and you can fix it, you’re 
going to defend it, too, even if it 
costs you. As you’ll see in “Facing 
Frederick ” by Tonya Bolden, if 
you lived in the mid-1800s, you’d 
be in good company.

Though he really didn’t like 
to talk about it much, Freder-
ick Douglass had been through 
things that were unimaginable. 
From the moment he was born 
into slavery, he was taken from 
his mother, who died when Fre-
derick was small. At age six, his 
owner removed him from his 
grandparents’ farm to a planta-

tion house; there, he slept on the 
floor of a closet. He was hired out 
to a slavemaster who beat him for 
no reason at all, and he worked 
as a shipbuilder before escaping 
from bondage.

Douglass didn’t like to talk 
about his life — but he had to. As 
a young man, he gained recogni-
tion as an orator and newspaper 
publisher, but people thought he 
was a “fake.” He grew awfully sick 
of that and so he wrote a book, to 
great acclaim, though doing so 
was dangerous: Douglass used 
several aliases in his anti-slavery 
activism, and his book finally laid 
bare the whole truth. Finding 
safety in Great Britain, he became 
a celebrity there, and met some 
men who further influenced his 
life and his work.

Following his time in Great 
Britain, he returned to Amer-
ica and started an anti-slavery 
newspaper with donations he had 
received while overseas. The paper 
faltered later because Douglass 
“miscalculated,” but that setback 
didn’t cause him to lose sight of 

his goal; in fact, it strengthened 
his anti-slavery ideals. He and his 
family became conductors on the 
Underground Railroad, moving 
people up through New England 
into Canada.

“With the outbreak of the Civil 
War,” says Bolden, “Frederick ’s 
hopes soared.”

But he still wasn’t happy: Black 
soldiers weren’t allowed to do 
their part in the War, and Doug-
lass wanted that changed. Finally, 
on Aug. 10, 1863, he went to the 
White House. The man who was 
once a little boy who slept on the 
floor of a closet had an appoint-
ment with President Lincoln….

Filled with excerpts from dia-
ries, newspaper articles, bits of 
speeches, and reproductions of 
photographs, “Facing Frederick” 
is a great book with a powerful 
story.

Getting the full extent from 
of it, I think, will depend on the 
age of its reader.

Because it wouldn’t be the 
same biography without dates 
and accounts of Douglass’ trav-

els and actions, there’s a lot 
in here and this book can be 
hard-to-follow. Older kids on 
a 10-to-14-year-old spectrum 
shouldn’t have any problem with 

it; it’s lively enough between the 
dates-and-facts to keep that age 
group’s attention. Kids on the 
younger side may struggle with 
too many facts.

Frederick Douglass’ story
too important to miss

Book cover of “Facing Frederick.”
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LIVING 
HEALTHY
IN THE NEW YEAR

Fun ways to be a fi t family
Obesity is a global epidemic affecting people of 

all ages. According to The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, more than one-third 

of Americans are considered obese, while Statistics 
Canada notes about 25 percent of Canadians are 
obese. Being overweight or obese has been linked 

to cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and some 
forms of cancer, and children who are overweight 
are likely to be overweight or obese adults.

While eating a diet that is low in fat and high in 
whole-grain fi ber, vegetables, and lean proteins is 

Continued on page 38
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important, exercise remains one 
of the key factors in maintaining 
a healthy weight. However, many 
adults and children simply do 
not get enough exercise during 
the day. An active lifestyle is of-
ten hampered by the prevalence 
of digital devices or sedentary 
jobs that encourage more screen 
time than fi tness time. But there 
are ways for the entire family to 
get fi t. Exercising together is not 
just a great way for families to get 
healthy, but also a great opportu-
nity to spend time together. The 
following are a handful of ways 
families can work together to 
incorporate more exercise into 
their daily lives:

TACKLE CHORES
Yes, tasks around the house 

can count as exercise. Working 
together not only gets you moving 
but also cuts down on the time it 
takes to tackle tasks around the 
house. Mowing the lawn, vacu-
uming the rugs, sweeping the 
fl oor — all of these activities can 
get the heart pumping. Make it 

fun by setting chores to music or 
competing to see who gets their 
task done fi rst or the best.

COMPETE IN THE POOL
Swimming is a low-impact ac-

tivity that works many muscles 
in the body. Taking a dip in the 
pool can be both relaxing and 
benefi cial to your health. Com-
pete with family members to 
make the most of the time spent 
in the water. Host relay swim-
ming races, see how long each 
member of the family can tread 
water, or create any other com-
petitions that keep everyone in 
the pool moving.

CREATE AN OUTDOOR 
OBSTACLE COURSE

 Set up a series of obstacles 
in your yard and host your own 
triathlon. You can jump through 
tires, climb through tubes, and 
scale trees. Make it fun by hav-
ing adults try to ride tricycles or 
pair up an adult with a child for 
sack races. The opportunities for 
fun are only hampered by your 
imagination.

FAMILY BICYCLE RIDES 
Traverse your neighborhood 

or blaze new trails by riding 
bikes together. Young children 
can be strapped into trailers 
that are pulled behind the bike 
or ride in seats attached to the 
bike itself. This gives everyone 
a chance to enjoy the great out-
doors. 

GO HIKING
Hiking is another fun fam-

ily activity that also happens to 
make for great exercise. Choose 
a trail that may not be level and 
push everyone’s endurance to 
the test.

STROLL THE BEACH
Walking or running on sand 

offers more resistance than 
walking on pavement. Take a 
stroll at the seaside. Break up 
the walk by collecting shells or 
stopping by the water to observe 
marine wildlife.

HIT THE DANCE FLOOR
 If you’ve been invited to a 

wedding or a Sweet 16 party, cut 
a rug and take advantage of the 
DJ and dance fl oor. When en-
joying yourselves, you probably 
won’t even realize how much 
you’re exercising. 

LIVING HEALTHY IN THE NEW YEAR

Continued from page 37

FIT FAMILY

T oday’s youth continue to battle obesity. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says the percentage of obese 

children in the United States has more than 
tripled since the 1970s. Roughly one in fi ve 
school-aged children is obese. Obese children 
and adults are at a higher risk for chronic 
health conditions such as asthma, bone and 
joint problems, type 2 diabetes, and heart dis-
ease.

Although many factors can contribute to 
obesity among children, researchers with 
the American Academy of Pediatrics are now 
warning parents that fruit juice can be a con-
tributor. In suggestions that overwrite pre-
vious recommendations from 2006 in which 
the Academy said children between the ages 
of 6 months and 6 years could have up to six 
ounces of fruit juice a day, fruit juice is no 
longer recommended for children under the 
age of 1. Plus, health experts say that older 
children should choose whole fruit sources 
in lieu of fruit juices whenever possible.

According to an article “Reducing Child-
hood Obesity by Eliminating 100 percent 
Fruit Juice,” authored by Dr. Janet Wojcicki 
and Dr. Melvin Heyman, and published in 
the American Journal of Public Health, ex-
cessive fruit juice consumption is associated 
with increased risk for obesity. There also is 
recent scientifi c evidence that sucrose con-
sumption without the corresponding fi ber is 
associated with metabolic syndrome, liver in-
jury, and obesity.

Obesity is not the only risk associated with 
fruit juice. Although fruit juice in modera-
tion can be a nutritious beverage, drinking 
juice from a bottle can lead to nursing bottle 
dental caries. Also, “toddler’s diarrhea” has 
been associated with juice consumption, par-
ticularly in juice with a high fructose to glu-
cose ratio, according to data published in the 
Journal of the American College of Nutri-
tion.

Concentrated 
juice consumption 

and kids’ health

Exercising together is 
not just a great way 
for families to get 
healthy, but also a 
great opportunity to 
spend time together.

Many factors can contribute to obesity among chil-
dren, but researchers with the American Academy of 
Pediatrics are now warning parents that fruit juice 
can be a contributor.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in
Caribbean news, entertainment, sports,

business, viewpoints and more.
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DO IT NOW BEFORE YOUR WINTER 
WEIGHT GAIN

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Eff ectively

The ELITE PROTOCOL

Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.   Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

BEFORE AFTER

Memory and concentration 
loss is a pervasive problem in 
modern society. Increased 
levels of stress and anxiety, 
accompanied by declining 
physical activity, have direct 
negative impact on our 
memory. 

In Memory Clinic 
in Brighton Beach, the 
patients can check their 
memory as well as receive 
a comprehensive plan to 
prevent cognitive decline.

Dr. Valentin Bragin, the 
founder of the Stress Relief 
and Memory Training 
Center (currently Memory 
Clinic at Brighton Beach), 
has developed an innovative 
treatment for people suffering 
from dementia, based on 
combined treatment that 
includes physical activities, 
sensory stimulation, 
medications and vitamins. 

The areas of expertise 
include assessment of 
cognitive functions and brain 
reserves and a multifaceted 

program (medication and 
non pharmacological 
interventions) for treatment 
of dementia, which includes, 
but is not limited to memory 
training, gentle hands and 
sounds exercises and other 
sensory motor activities, 
aimed to increase cerebral 
blood flow and vitalize brain 
cells. He feels strongly that 

restoration of brain blood 
flow is absolutely necessary 
at any stage of dementia 
to overcome chronic blood 
starvation in the brain. 
This helps medications and 
nutrients to reach all places 
in the brain and normalize 
brain functions.

Dr. Bragin  has regularly 
published results of his work 

and presented them at multiple 
national and international 
conferences since 2000s. 
People, who undergo this 
combined treatment, are able 
to hold cognitive decline, 
decrease caregiver burden 
and improve quality of life for 
6 years (Bragin et al., 2014). 
Dr. Bragin has authored three 
books, “How to Activate Your 
Brain” (2005 in Russian, 2007 
in English) and “Conquering 
Depression in the Golden 
Years” (2009). 

His brain activation 
program is based on his 
previous experimental 
research, related to acute 
blood flow failure in different 
organs in the body, including 
the brain, and on basic 
science data related to the 
chronic shortage of the blood 
in the brain in people with 
dementia.

In his book “How to activate 
your brain” (2007), Dr. Bragin 
states that he can “always 
zero in on the functions and 

movements that have not 
yet been touched by disease 
and… use them to counteract 
the process of disintegration 
and activate the brain.”

Valentin Bragin, M.D., 
Ph.D., an integrative 
psychiatrist with over 50 
years of clinical and research 
experience, is the founder 
and medical director of the 
Memory Clinic in Brooklyn, 
New York. Dr. Bragin 
graduated and earned his 
Ph.D. from one of the oldest 
and most prestigious medical 
schools in the former Soviet 
Union, the Russian Military 
Medical Academy in Saint 
Petersburg, Russia. In the 
United States, Dr. Bragin did 
research, related to dementia, 
followed by the completion of 
residency in psychiatry at St. 
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital.

The Memory Clinic in 
Brighton Beach [3101 Ocean 
Parkway, Ste 1A, Brooklyn, 
NY 11235]. Please call to make 
an appointment:(718)946–2481.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E 

Conquering Dementia in the Golden Years
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It’s a new year, and it can 
be a new you.

Tired of constant diets 
and exercises that don’t 
work on stubborn pockets 
of fat? Shape what you see 
without surgery or down-
time!

Consider CoolSculpt-
ing at Khrom Dermatology, 
which eliminates fat. It is 
FDA-cleared and non-sur-
gical. 

The procedure utilizes 
controlled cooling to elimi-
nate stubborn fat that resists 
the efforts of diet and exer-
cise. The results are proven, 
noticeable, and lasting. 
Millions of CoolSculpting® 
procedures have been per-
formed worldwide, proving 
that it is a safe and effective 
treatment.  It was discov-
ered years ago when scien-
tists at Harvard University 
observed that some chil-
dren who ate popsicles got 
dimples in their cheeks. The 
scientists, Drs. Dieter Man-
stein and R. Rox Anderson, 
realized that the popsicles 
were freezing and eliminat-
ing small pockets of fat cells.

The idea that cold can 
target fat cells — without 
damaging the skin or sur-
rounding tissue — was the 
insight behind Cryolipoly-
sis, the proven science on 
which the CoolSculpting® 
procedure is based.

The procedure safely de-
livers precisely controlled 
cooling to gently and effec-
tively target the fat cells 
underneath the skin. These 
cells are crystalized (fro-
zen), then die. Over time, 
the body naturally pro-
cesses the fat and elimi-
nates these dead cells, leav-
ing a more sculpted you.

It works for both men and 
women, targeting areas that 
need to be treated. During 
this treatment, a gel pad and 
applicator will be applied to 
these specific areas. The ap-
plicator will then deliver 
controlled cooling to the tar-
geted fat. While this is going 
on, patients are free to read, 
check e-mail, or even take a 
nap. It’s that stress-free.

As the CoolSculpting® 
procedure is completely non-
surgical, patients can re-
sume normal activities im-
mediately. They often return 
to work the same day after a 
treatment is completed.

The length of the treat-

ment will vary, depending 
on the number of areas be-
ing treated during one visit. 
Each session can last from 
35 to 60 minutes, and some 
patients may have more 
than one treatment during 
the same office visit. Khrom 
Dermatology and Aesthet-
ics will help you create an 
individualized treatment 
plan tailored to your spe-

cific goals. It also offers flex-
ible payment plans to help 
patients achieve their goals.

Patients may start to see 
changes as quickly as three 
weeks after treatment, and 
will experience the most 
dramatic results after two 
months. The body will con-
tinue to flush out fat cells 
for up to four to six months 
after treatment.

Khrom Dermatology and 
Aesthetics can takes the ad-
ditional step of combining 
Fire (radio frequency tech-
nology to heat and tighten tis-
sue) with ICE (cryolipolysis to 
freeze and permanently de-
stroy fat cells), to achieve even 
more amazing results for fat 
reduction. As a result, you’ll 
look great from every angle.

The CoolSculpting® pro-

cedure is for the treatment 
of visible fat bulges in the 
submental area, arms, 
thigh, abdomen, and flank.

Khrom Dermatology 
and Aesthetics [2797 Ocean 
Pkwy. between Neptune Av-
enue and Shore Parkway in 
Brighton Beach, (855) 454–
7666, www.Khrommd.com].
Open Mondays through Fri-
days, 9 am–5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

 Freeze Your Fat!
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FEAR NO MIRROR®

NEW YEAR~NEW YOU

FREEZE AWAY 
YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®, 
THE  WORLD’S  #1  NON - I NVAS IVE  FAT 

REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses 
controlled cooling to eliminate fat without surgery 
or downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, 
you’ll love the results of CoolSculpting every time 

you look in the mirror.

Call today to schedule your  
FREE CONSULTATION.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics

855-454-7666

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will tailor a 
treatment plan designed to achieve your 

desired results.

This is a limited time  
offer so call us today!
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CALL US 
ABOUT OUR

FREE 
NUTRITION 

AND LIFESTYLE
EDUCATION 
CLASSES

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

TURN YOUR POWER ON IN 2018!
A Natural Approach To Living

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo...

  BACK PAIN
  NECK PAIN
  FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN
  HEADACHES
  SCOLIOSIS
  DIABETES
  FIBROMYALGIA
  ADD/ADHD/ 
AUTISTIC DISORDER
  SPORTS INJURIES
  NUTRITIONAL VITAMINS + 
SUPPLEMENTS AVAILABLE

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees 
for uninsured 
patients

 All Major CC
 Military Discounts

LIVE HOLISTIC
DR. VINCENT ADAMO

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483
www.youtube.com/vincentadamo

www.liveholistic.net

T here is newfound reason to in-
dulge in a pint or two of your fa-
vorite beer — and it’s not just to 

catch up and share a few laughs with 
friends. New research has shown that 
a chemical compound in beer may be 
able to improve cognitive function. 
The beverage once thought to oblit-
erate brain cells when consumed in 
abundance may actually have the op-
posite effect and boost brain power.

No one should run out an start im-
bibing just yet, however. The study 
that ran in Behavioral Brain Research 
in October 2014 was preliminary and 
only conducted on lab mice. During 
the study, scientists discovered that 
xanthohumol, a type of fl avonoid found 
in beer, seemed to improve brain func-
tion in the young mice given xanthohu-
mol doses. The cognitive fl exibility of 
the mice was tested with a specially 
designed maze, and younger mice 
showed signs of intellectual improve-
ment. Older mice showed no improve-
ments. Researchers believe xanthohu-
mol and other fl avonoids, such as those 
found in red wine, blueberries, and 
dark chocolate, may play a role in help-
ing a person form memories.

The mice were given very high 
doses of the fl avonoid. A person would 
have to drink roughly 2,000 liters of 
beer a day to equal what the mice con-

sumed to show improvement. How-
ever, should a supplement hit the 
market down the road, it may just be 
possible for men and women to con-
sume a potentially benefi cial amount 
of xanthohumol without bellying up at 
the bar. 

One of the goals of the xanthohumol  
study was to examine its potential effi -
cacy at treating age-related defi cits in 
memory. Xanthohumol also may ben-
efi t those with metabolic syndrome, a 
condition associated with obesity and 
high blood pressure, as it can speed 
metabolism and reduce fatty acids in 
the liver.

Flavonoids are plant compounds 
that often provide plants with their 
color. Scientists have attributed many 
health benefi ts to fl avonoids in foods 
and plants and have even suggested 
fl avonoids can help in the fi ght against 
cancer and heart disease. Xanthohu-
mol is rare and is most often found 
in the hops commonly used to make 
beer.

While doctors and researchers 
do not suggest running out and con-
suming a few six packs right now in 
the goal of improving brain function 
and cramming for that next test, xan-
thohumol may one day be harvested 
from beer hops to slow down age-re-
lated memory defi cits. 

LIVING HEALTHY IN THE NEW YEAR

Can beer boost 
brain power?

A chemical component in hops has been shown to improve brain function in lab mice. It may 
one day help with age-relative cognitive decline.
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When it’s time to get se-
rious about losing weight, 
Elite Health Center offers 
the tools.

Gennady Krupnikas, co-
owner of Elite Health Center 
says, “It’s not uncommon for 
our patients to lose up to one 
pound per day on our pro-
grams, utilizing powerful, 
yet safe, medical protocols.”

This means going beyond 
providing patients with a 
diet and exercise plan. In-
stead, Elite Health Center 
offers the HCG (human cho-
rionic gonadotropin) diet 
that involves hormone injec-
tions to help weight come off 
quickly - and keep it off.  It’s 
all supervised by a physi-
cian to assure safety. 

It starts with a free body 
composition analysis that 
provides the doctor with in-
sight into each individual’s 
needs. The doctor takes into 
consideration the lifestyle, 
weight, fitness levels, and 
eating habits of each pa-
tient. This allows the doctor, 
together with a nutritionist, 
to create a customized HCG 
diet. “By creating a medi-
cal weight loss plan suited 
to your individual needs, we 
give you the best opportu-
nity to lose weight once and 
for all,” says Krupnikas. “It’s 
a proven approach, based on 
sound medical principles.”

The Phentermine -Appe-
tite Management Protocol 
is another “life-changing 
weight loss” plan to con-
sider, he says. It’s designed 
to assist patients who are 
looking to lose weight 
within a more flexible time 
frame as it involves ap-
petite suppressants and 
healthy eating. 

If you have had enough 
of fad diets, supplements, 
and expensive frozen foods 
that still leave you hungry, 
come in for a consultation. 
Krupnikas says that the 
plans at Elite Health Cen-
ter are effective because: 

1. They release energy 
from fat cells. The process 
of breaking down fat into 
useable calories is called 
“ketosis”. This process 
works very efficiently at re-
leasing stored energy and 
food value from your fat 
cells.

2. They reduce cravings 
and fatigue by breaking 
the sugar cycle. By elimi-

nating sugars and simple 
carbohydrates, the body 
enters the state of ketosis 
(fat burning).

3. They allow you to eat 
real food that you can buy 
at grocery stores. There’s 
no need to buy costly pre-
packaged meals, or artifi-
cial liquid diet products.

4. They prevent hunger, 
headaches, and irritability. 

The plans assure that your 
body has adequate nutri-
tion and sustained energy 
resources.

5. Elite Health Center 
offers one-on-one personal 
support. This helps you 
break out of old bad hab-
its faster, while developing 
your new healthy eating 
habits, and long-term sus-
tainable lifestyle changes.

6. Medical experts en-
sure that you lose weight 
safely and aggressively, 
and that all body functions 
are working normally, or 
are improving.

7. The goal is long-term 
weight loss. They are with 
you every step of the way, 
offering support and the 
tools to maintain a healthy 
weight loss for life. 

8. No exercise is re-
quired in order to succeed.  
You will still lose weight. 

Come in for a compli-
mentary body analysis, 
and start making plans for 
a new you today.

Elite Health Center, [1316 
Kings Hwy between E. 12th 
and E. 13th streets in Mid-
wood, (917) 565-9360, www.
elitehealthcenter.com].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Stop hibernating this winter!!! 
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 
25% OFF

AURICULAR THERAPY is a proven effective painless tool to 
enable one to lose weight by minimizing cravings, controlling appetite, calming 
the nervous system, and strengthening will power.
u It is a safe and pain-free treatment of the ears (auricles) at multiple 
acupuncture points with mild electrical stimulation. Auricular Therapy can 
only work if the person is ready to Lose Weight in conjunction with a reduced 
calorie diet and increased physical activity. This program has helped people 
successfully lose weight.
u This pain-free treatment takes aproximately 30 minutes. There are no 
known side effects, the treatments are painless and remarkable effective for 
many people. In fact, with Auricular Therapy many patients successfully lose 
weight with one or two treatments. We recommend that you follow a diet plan 
when you start treatment.

WWW.HQBK.COM

LOSE WEIGHT
LOOK GREAT
GUARANTEED!

A six week program 
utilizing auricular therapy 

and dietary changes.
The results are 

guaranteed or your 
money back.

COME LOSE WEIGHT TODAY!

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Rebel Salute, Jamaica’s first for 

the year and probably the most con-
scious reggae concert series annu-
ally, will mark its 25th showcase on 
Jan. 12 and 13 on a plantation in the 
parish of St. Ann.

The brainchild of dancehall sing-
jay Tony Rebel, it was initiated in 
1994 as a birthday celebration for 
himself and friends to commemorate 
his birth on Jan. 15.

“At the beginning of Rebel Salute, 
1994, it was just a commemoration 

of my earth day. I was not think-
ing about being here 25 years later,” 
Rebel recently explained.

The first event invited like-minded 
colleagues who wanted to celebrate 
music and the island without using 
drugs and artificial stimulants.

“Rebel Salute treats patrons to a 
drug-free, violence-free, alcohol-free 
and meat-free, family-oriented envi-
ronment,” Wikipedia states.

“Food vendors serve a strict Jamai-
can vegetarian menu which is com-
plimented by a diet of cultural roots 

rap from reggae’s finest.”
“It is one of Jamaica’s biggest 

music festivals, known for its focus 
on roots and conscious music.”

Rebel recalled people being in 
tears when Garnett Silk performed 
at the first year’s offering despite the 
rain. He said throughout the years 
the show has grown from strength 
to strength.

“Rebel Salute is a broader section 
of our culture. It has set the prec-
edence for a lot of things,” Rebel said. 

25 years of conscious Jamaican concerts

Jamaican singer Queen Ifrica performs during the Roskilde Festival in Roskilde, Denmark. 
 Associated Press / Polfoto, Klavs Bo Christensen, Rockphoto

Continued on Page 46

With the arrival of 2018, the long-
running smash SISTAS: The Musical 
had its seventh New Year’s celebration 
at St. Luke’s Theatre in the heart of the 
Theatre District. Produced by three-time 
Tony winner Hinton Battle and directed 
by Kenneth Ferrone (“Smash,” “Grease 
Live!”), SISTAS: THE MUSICAL opened 
Off-Broadway Oct. 23, 2011. The show 
was released on DVD and digital down-
load (iTunes, Netflix) by RLJ Worldwide/
One Village Entertainment in 2013, and 
has been nationally broadcast on the 
BET Network. The production is now 
the longest-running African American 
musical in New York history. 

SISTAS: THE MUSICAL, by Dorothy 
Marcic, follows a group of sisters as they 
prepare to bury the matriarch of their 
family. While cleaning out her attic, 
the five women reflect on the history 

Harlem Stage, the legendary uptown 
venue that for more than 30 years has 
promoted the creative legacy of Harlem 
and artists of color from around the 
corner and across the  globe, is proud 
to present its Spring 2018 season of 
performances. The season is curated 
by Monique Martin, newly appointed 
director of programming for Harlem 
Stage and features artists who #Dis-
rupt, and take creative risk. They reflect 
the times via a range of artistic genres, 

SISTAS: The 
Musical in 7th yr

Artists head 
to Harlem

Vocalist and composer Imani Uzuri 
will present “Hush Arbor (The Op-
era).  Petra Richterova

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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Bad At Love
Halsey

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

New Rules
Dua Lipa 

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

Love.
Kendrick Lamar Feat. Zacari

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Divide
Ed Sheeran

Revival
Eminem

Evolve
Imagine Dragons

Reputation
Taylor Swift

Pitch Perfect 3
Soundtrack

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

American Teen
Khalid

From A Room: Volume 2
Chris Stapleton

Presented by

wireless

Beautiful Trauma
P!nk

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

P 10
BUMS

offering audiences the chance 
to experience legendary per-
formers and rising stars.

MUSICAL HIGHLIGHTS
On Jan. 16, join Harlem 

Stage for a special winter ben-
efit performance. This inti-
mate evening will feature jazz 
icon Dee Dee Bridgewater and 
singing sensation Wé McDon-
ald, of The Voice fame, as they 
pay tribute to the legendary 
Ella Fitzgerald in honor of 
her centennial. Wé McDonald 
will be accompanied by organ 
and piano prodigy, Matthew 
Whitaker.

Grammy-nominated trum-
peter Christian Scott aTunde 
Adjuah’s Stretch Music Resi-
dency is in its second year at 
Harlem Stage and this season 
the venue and will present the 
2nd annual Stretch Music Fes-
tival, a FREE Stretch Music 
Intensive, along with a film 
screening and conversation 
series. The second year of the 
Stretch Music festival features 
Christian Scott aTunde Adjuah 
and his band along with musi-
cians who push the bounda-
ries of form as they reach back 

into the past creating bridges 
to right now. Rhythms such 
as Kassa Soro from the North 
East Highlands of Guinea, 
that predate the transatlantic 
slave trade as well as Salsa, 
Son and Swing which came 
after those rhythms, can be 
heard on Blues, Funk, Trap, 
Hip Hop and Stretch Music. 
In this Festival you will hear 
a complete reevaluation of 
these cultures with the intent 
of building new bridges, new 
landscapes and new forms. 
This year’s festival will fea-
ture bands led by The Cur-
tis Brothers, Max Moran and 
Neospectric, Lawrence Fields, 
Kris Funn and special sur-
prise guests.

“We try to get the minds of our 
people in a positive way.”

In addition to presenting a 
stellar lineup of artists, last 
year the festival introduced the 
Herb Curb a section dedicated 
to display information on ganja 
uses.

“Rebel Salute has played a 
critical role in the two years 
of marijuana decriminaliza-
tion,” Delano Seivright, direc-
tor of the Cannabis Licensing 
Authority said during a recent 
launch in Kingston.

He added that the annual 
presentation has annually been 
“holding on the right track 
when it comes to ganja in 
our country and how ganja is 
accepted.”

Next week, “the Herb Curb 
will again feature an array of 
exhibits, herb practitioners, 
educators, speakers and medi-
cal professionals who explore 
the sacramental to the medici-
nal benefits of marijuana,” a 
release stated.

There will also be a designat-
ed smoking lounge, complete 
with seating and live video feed 
from the main stage. 

Olivia ‘Babsy’ Grange, 
Jamaica’s Minister of Culture 
stated that not many festivals 
have survived as long as Rebel 
Salute.

“Can you believe it’s 25 
years already? Twenty-five 
years of awesome entertain-
ment, 25 years of clean, family 
friendly Jamaican music, 25 
years of welcoming the people 
...25 years of education about 
the benefit of the good herb,” 
Grange said.

Throughout the years, 
Jamaicans have had successful 
long-running concerts in every 
season. With Reggae Sunsplash 
the model that attracted music 
lovers to revel on the island 
during the summer months 
in the 1980s, the Air Jamaica 
Jazz & Blues Festival proved 
alluring to fans of the airline, 
island and the myriad music 
genres showcased nightly on 
its November and January bill-
ings throughout the 90s and 
early 20s. 

Sting, a Boxing Day music 
treat also appeased dancehall 
fans the day after Christmas 
providing marathon enter-
tainment and trailor-loads 

of patrons from the north 
who sought holiday fun and 
reprieve from winter blues.

In addition, a year-end con-
cert hosted by the family of 
Denroy Morgan at the Good-
year Oval in Morant Bay, annu-
ally enticed thousands for a 
final music event in Jamaica 
that attracted some of the top 

entertainers in the heydays of 
dancehall music.

All those concerts are now 
history.

This year’s showcase will 
feature Queen Ifrica, J.C. 
Lodge, gospel artist Glacia and 
Rebel, the celebrant among 
conscious reggae / dancehall 
talents.

REBEL SALUTE
Continued from Page 45 

Stretch Music Christian Scott 
Atunde Adjuah. 
 Photo by Koren Martin

Harlem
Continued from Page 45 

of their family and of African-
American women through 
popular music spanning from 
Ma Rainey to Billie Holiday to 
Mary J. Blige to Beyoncé. This 
joyous, soulful and screaming-
ly funny show celebrates the 
evolution of African American 
women through popular music 
including “Oh Happy Day,” 
“Mama Said,” “I Will Survive,” 
“Tyrone,” “I Am Not My Hair,” 
and “A Woman’s Worth.” 

Featured in the cast are Tyla 
Collier (Spamalot and Little 
Shop of Horrors at Paper Mill), 
Aneesa Folds (This One’s for 
the Girls, Ragtime), Kendra 
Lynn Lucas (Hairspray, God-
spell), Haley Swindal (Broad-
way’s Jekyll & Hyde, The Secret 
Garden at Lincoln Center), 
and Nesha Ward (“Orange is 
the New Black,” “Show Me a 
Hero”), with choreography by 
Lauren Lim Jackson and musi-

cal direction by Zachary Ryan. 
Writer Dorothy Marcic also 

created the current hit musi-
cal This One’s for the Girls. 
Her first musical Respect (the 
genesis for This One’s for the 
Girls) played in over 70 U.S. 
cities. Dr. Marcic is a profes-
sor at Columbia University, a 
former Fulbright Scholar and 
author of 14 books includ-
ing Managing with the Wis-
dom of Love, Respect: Women 
and Popular Music and, most 
recently, Love Lift Me High-
er.

SISTAS: THE MUSICAL 
is produced Off-Broadway 
by Hinton Battle, Jay Har-
ris and William Franzblau. 
Performances are Saturdays 
and Sundays at 4:30 pm at 
St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 
46 St. (just west of Eighth 
Ave.) and tickets are available 
through www.SistastheMusi-
cal.com 212-239-6200.

SISTAS: The Musical
Continued from Page 45 

Reggae singjay artist Tony Rebel shares a moment with a 
NYPD offi cer from the 78th Precinct. Photo by Vinette K. Pryce

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in
Caribbean news, entertainment, sports,

business, viewpoints and more.
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

By Kam Williams
On Jan. 9, 2014, a coal 

industry cleansing agent 
called MCHM started leaking 
from an above-ground stor-
age tank into West Virginia’s 
Elk River. The major chemi-
cal spill was covered up by 
Freedom Industries, the com-
pany that owned and oper-
ated the tank. 

The 300,000 residents of 
Charleston were lucky that 
the substance emitted a nox-
ious odor, otherwise they 
might never have known that 
their tap water was toxic. 
Still, some 700 folks called 
the local poison control cent-
er to report rashes and a vari-
ety of other symptoms.

Six days later, instead of 
caring about the health and 
safety of its customers, the 

water company closed ranks 
with the prevaricating cor-
poration by declaring the 

licorice-tasting H20 safe to 
drink. Unfortunately, most of 
the other official agencies, 

including the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and the Center for Disease 

Control, also ran interference 
for Freedom Industries.

This shocking state of 
affairs came to the attention 
of filmmaker / investigative 
journalist Cullen Hoback 
who made his way to the 
scene of the crime, camera 
in hand. Leaving no stone 
unturned, he doggedly pur-
sued the truth, until justice 
was served, albeit belatedly.

The upshot of Hoback’s 
efforts has been chronicled 
in fascinating fashion in 
What Lies Upstream, a jaw-
dropping documentary which 
reveals most regulating agen-
cies to be untrustworthy pup-
pets of big business interests. 
Besides the Charleston dis-
aster, the film covers simi-
lar events which transpired 
elsewhere around the coun-
try (most notably in Flint, 
Michigan), again and again 
illustrating how politicians 
and bureaucrats have rou-
tinely failed to protect the 
people who elected them. 

A sobering expose’ issu-
ing a dire warning about the 
whole damn nation’s being 
on the brink of ecological 
collapse!

“What Lies Upstream”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 85 min-
utes
Distributor: Hyrax Films

Eco-exposé issues a dire warning

A scene from the movie “What Lies Upstream.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Abe & Phil’s Last 
Poker Game (R for 
profanity and sexual-
ity) Baby-daddy comedy 
about a couple of child-
less retirees’ (Martin 
Landau and Paul Sor-
vino) competition to convince a nurse 
(Maria Dizzia) that he’s her long-lost 
father. With Pamela Dubin, Alexander 
Cook and Kayla Harrity.

Humor Me (Unrated) Father-son 
comedy about a struggling Manhat-
tan playwright (Jemaine Clement) who 
reluctantly moves in with his elderly 
father (Elliott Gould) only to be pres-
sured to put on a production starring 
residents of the Jersey retirement com-
munity. Featuring Annie Potts, Bebe 
Neuwirth, Ingrid Michaelson and Wil-
lie Carpenter.

Ku Qian (Unrated) The impact of 
modernization on Eastern China is 
examined in this documentary chroni-
cling a day in the life of a migrant 
worker in the garment industry. (In 
Mandarin with subtitles)

Lover for a Day (Unrated) Third 
wheel drama, set in Paris, about a 
just-dumped, 23 year-old (Esther Gar-
rel) who shows up at her father’s (Eric 
Caravaca) looking for a place to crash, 
only to learn that he ‘s already sharing 
the tiny apartment with a new girl-
friend (Louise Chevillotte) half his age. 

Support cast includes Paul Toucang, 
Felix Kysyl and Michel Charrel. (In 
French with subtitles)

My Art (Unrated) Laurie Simmons 
wrote, directed and stars in this char-
acter-driven drama about a 65-year-old 
teacher craving recognition as an art-
ist. With Lena Dunham, Parker Posey, 
Robert Clohessy and Grace Dunham.

The Room (R for sexuality, pro-
fanity and brief violence) Re-release 
of the 2003 flop, which inspired The 
Disaster Artist. The abysmal produc-
tion revolves around a love triangle 
which arises when a successful bank-
er’s (Tommy Wiseau) best friend (Greg 
Sestero) starts sleeping with his girl-
friend (Juliette Danielle). Featuring 
Philip Haldman, Carolyn Minnott and 
Robyn Paris. .

Saturday Church (Unrated) Poign-
ant character study chronicling an 
effeminate, 14-year-old boy’s (Luka 
Kain) struggle with his sexual identity 
until finding support at an LGBTQ 
support group in the transgender com-
munity. With Margot Bingham, Regina 
Taylor and Evander Duck, Jr.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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SPORTS

By Doug Feinberg
NEW YORK (AP) — After a two-

year hiatus, C. Vivian Stringer has 
Rutgers back in The Associated 
Press women’s basketball poll.

The Scarlet Knights jumped into 
the AP Top 25 on Monday at No. 21, 
riding an 11-game winning streak. 

Rutgers was last ranked on March 
2, 2015.

There was a time not so long ago 
when Rutgers was a staple in the 
Top 25, but the team went through 
some lean years before returning 
to the rankings. Rutgers is in the 
midst of a remarkable turnaround 

after going 6-24 last season.
“To go to the low depths we did 

and to show that perseverance and 
fight we have is great,” Stringer 
said. “We had to build everything 
from scratch. It showed me a lot 
about myself. I never gave up. We 

But UConn still No. 1 in AP women’s hoops poll

Rutgers head coach C. Vivian Stringer looks on during the fi rst half against Ohio State in an NCAA college 
basketball game in Piscataway, N.J., Sunday, Jan. 24, 2016. Ohio State defeated Rutgers 67-58.  
 Associated Press / Rich Schultz, fi le

Continued on Page 50

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies cricket coach 

Phil Simmons has been appointed head 
coach of Afghanistan. He took over the 
job from which was left vacant when the 
Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) termi-
nated the contract of Lalchand Rajput, 
just three months after the former 
Indian batsman was appointed.

Simmons, a Trinidadian, will join 
the Afghanistan squad in Dubai as it 
prepares for the limited-overs series 
against Zimbabwe in Sharjah in Feb-
ruary.

His contract runs until the 2019 
World Cup.

By Azad Ali
West Indies Head coach Stuart Law 

said West Indies had some “soul-search-
ing” to do after they suffered a 119-run 
crushing defeat at the hands of New 
Zealand in the recent Twenty20 Inter-
national final, to end the eight-match 
tour without a single win.

The regional side lost both Tests by 
wide margins, were whitewashed 3-0 
in the One-Day International series, 
before going down 2-0 in the three-
match series.

The only match they escaped defeat 

Simmons appointed 
Afghanistan’s 

head coach

Not a win

West Indies’ cricket team head coach 
Stuart Law, right, talks to team cap-
tain Jason Holder during a practice 
at the Kensington Oval Stadium in 
Bridgetown, Barbados, Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

RUTGERS RUTGERS 
BACK BACK 
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was the second Twenty20 on New 
Year’s Day, which was rained out after 
nine overs.

Law said it was a disappointing 
tour adding that New Zealand played 
disciplined cricket, but the West 
Indies fell short.

He said the team needs to do a lot 
of hard work, planning and under-
standing.

“That means some soul-searching 
by looking in the mirror and asking if 
we gave everything to change a game, 
get into a game and win a game,” he 
told reporters in New Zealand.

The West Indies were without 
experienced players such as Darren 
Sammy, Dwayne Bravo and Lendl 
Simmons, all of whom were mem-
bers of the winning World Cup side 
in 2016 in India.

West suffered in the Twenty20 
series in part from the absence of 
several key players. Veteran players 
such as Sunil Narine and Kieron Pol-
lard both pulled out from the squad 
for personal reasons, while match-
winner Marlon Samuels was forced 
out due to injury.

Law said the late withdrawal of 
some experienced players had hurt 
West Indies.

Simmons was one of the three 
candidates shortlisted by the ACB, 
which conducted interviews over the 
past few months.

In addition to coaching West Indies, 
he has coached Ireland and Zimba-
bwe. All these are teams Afghanistan 
will play in the World Cup qualifiers.

Simmons was also interviewed 
for the Bangladesh coach job last 
month.

West Indies 

Simmons 
had more resolve to fight.”

The Scarlet Knights visit Purdue on 
Wednesday.

UConn remained a unanimous 
choice from the 32-member national 
media panel after cruising to two vic-
tories last week. The Huskies were fol-
lowed in the rankings by Notre Dame, 
Louisville, Mississippi State and Baylor. 
Louisville hosts the Irish on Thursday.

South Carolina dropped from fourth 
to ninth after losing at Missouri on 
Sunday while the Tigers moved up 
three spots to 12th. It’s the Game-
cocks’ worst ranking since Jan. 20, 
2014.

Tennessee, Texas and Oregon are 
in front of the Gamecocks while Ohio 
State rounds out the top 10.

Green Bay also re-entered the poll 
this week at No. 25. Stanford and Vil-
lanova dropped out.

Other tidbits from the poll:
BIG TEN REVIVAL: With Rutgers’ 

return, the Big Ten has five teams in 
the Top 25 for the first time since Nov. 
23, 2015. Ohio State is 10th, Maryland 
11th, Iowa tied for 18th, Rutgers 21st 
and Michigan 23rd.

“It’s huge,” Stringer said of having 
so many ranked teams. “I try to treat 
this as I would the Big East with Notre 
Dame, Louisville, Connecticut, Rut-
gers. We had a monster there. If we can 
continue to play well, the NCAA would 
consider us to be a strong conference 
and we’ll get all five schools in.”

MIGHTY DUCKS: After sweeping 
Southern California and UCLA, Oregon 

has moved up a spot to eighth, which 
is the Ducks’ highest ranking ever. The 
Ducks had been as high as ninth in 
1982 and again this season.

“That’s neat,” coach Kelly Graves 
said. “We don’t talk about it as a team, 
but it means we had a hell of a week-
end.”

Oregon swept the Los Angeles 
schools for the first time in school his-
tory. It is 15-2 on the season, with the 
losses coming against Louisville and 
Mississippi State.

“I wouldn’t have guessed we’d be 
15-2 against the 13th-toughest sched-
ule in the country at this point with 
the youngest team in the Top 25. ... 
We’re better right now than I thought 
we’d be. I got some gritty kids and 
they’re tough mentally.”

RUTGERS BACK IN AP POLL
Rutgers’ Ciani Cryor passes the ball as South Carolina’s Alexis Jennings (35) and Tyasha Harris (52) defend in the 
second half of an NCAA college basketball game in the Gulf Coast Showcase tournament, Friday, Nov. 24, 2017, in 
Estero, Fla.  Associated Press / Luis M. Alvarez

Continued from Page 49 

Former West Indies’ head coach 
Phil Simmons. 
 Associated Press / Arnulfo Franco

Continued from Page 49 
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By Azad Ali
The Trinidad and Tobago government 

has taken a decision not to support a bid 
to host matches in the Twenty20 Wom-
en’s World Cup, which will be played in 
the Caribbean this year.

The government did not meet the 
deadline of bidding for matches recent-
ly. 

The Ministry of Sport decided that 

due to the economic situation of the 
country, it would not be feasible to host 
matches.  

The Women’s World Cup will be host-
ed in the Caribbean from Nov. 3 to 
24, during the 2018-2019 international 
cricket season.

It will be the sixth edition of the ICC 
Women’s World Cup Twenty20, and the 
second to be hosted by the West Indies 

(after the 2010 edition).
The tournament was awarded to 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) at the 2013 
annual conference of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC).

West Indies women’s cricketer Merri-
sa Aguilleira believes women’s cricket in 
Trinidad and Tobago would take a step 
back, after the government’s decision to 
not to make a bid to host matches.

T&T fails to bid for Twenty20 Women’s World Cup
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Kitchen Cabinets, 
Flooring, Bath 

Vanities, Faucets, 
Exterior and 

Interior Doors, 
Locks and Much 

More, 

FREE 
Kitchen Layout, 

Design and 
Assembly with 

Purchase

7305 New Utrech Ave, Brooklyn NY 11204 
Phone: 718-513-9000 • Fax: 718-513-0001 • Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com 

Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9AM - 6PM; Thur 9AM - 8PM

By Nelson A. King
Vincentian Winston “Winty” 

Roberts, a pioneer and signifi-
cant player in the bodybuilding 
scene, passed away on Dec. 21, 
in Whitby, Ontario, Canada, 
according to Toronto’s Muscle 
Insider.

Roberts, 78, was one of 
the most influential people 
in bodybuilding history, “but 
you’d never know it from how 
humble and modest he was,” 
the Insider said. 

It said Roberts began his 
bodybuilding journey as a com-
petitor, with accolades such 
as winning the “Mr. Canada” 
title twice and participating 
in Mr. Universe “pose-downs” 
in the IFBB amateur ranks. 
The International Federa-
tion of Body Building and Fit-
ness (IFBB), headquartered 
in Madrid, is an international 
professional sports govern-
ing body for bodybuilding and 
fitness that oversees many of 
the sport’s major international 
events, notably the World and 
Continental Championships.

“But what we’ll all remember 
is how this jolly-giant always 
had a kind word, a hug, and 
a smile for anyone at an OPA 

(Ontario Physique Association) 
or IFBB show, no matter how 
busy he was,” the Insider said. 

It said, on migration to 
Canada, Roberts first moved in 
Montreal but ultimately ended 
up in Whitby, Ontario. 

Until his death, he was presi-
dent of Winston Roberts Incor-
porated, which organizes com-
petitions at the local, provincial 
and professional levels. 

Roberts was an IFBB judge 
at the pro level since 1985. 

“There’s really nothing he 
hasn’t done in the decades he’s 
been involved in the industry/
sport,” the Insider said. “Back 
when bodybuilding was in its 
infancy, Winston was heavily 
involved as a pioneer, working 
alongside many of the golden-
era greats. 

“As an example, Ben Weider, 
the father of modern bodybuild-
ing, delegated Winston the task 
of writing the constitution of 
the IFBB,” it added. “Winston 
took that assignment one step 
further and also wrote the ini-
tial IFBB rulebook for judging, 
which is still used today.” 

Roberts was elected general 
secretary of the IFBB in 1972 
and used his IFBB credentials 

to begin the Canadian Fed-
eration of Bodybuilding (now 
known as the CBBF).

The Insider said Rob-
erts was also responsible for 
two “extremely significant 
moments” in bodybuilding his-
tory: “one which revolutionized 
bodybuilding competition was 
the suggestion to open pre-
judging to the public; the other 
Winston used bodybuilding to 
help end an era of oppression 
and segregation in South Afri-
ca by allowing the president of 
the country to host 1975 Mr. 
Olympia and World Champi-
onships (Mr. Universe) com-
petitions only if the audience 
was denied its common prac-
tice of limiting seating sections 
according to race. 

“This proposal was accepted 
and was documented in the 1975 
bodybuilding hit ‘Pumping Iron,’ 
which catapulted bodybuilding’s 
status into the mainstream,” the 
Insider said. 

According to Carl Cheung, a 
National Level competitor and 
OPA judge: “There’s nothing 
more heart dropping than receiv-
ing the sad news this morning, 
that the great legendary Mr. Win-
ston Robert has passed away. 

Vincentian body-building legend passes

Winston “Winty” Roberts and his compatriot Elma Gabriel 
in younger years.  Elma Gabriel (FB) 



52    Caribbean Life, Jan. 12–Jan. 18, 2018 BQ

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Pay-
ments/purchase option: $6,600/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), $9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). 
Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore 
excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. 
DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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$275†

LEASE PER MONTH

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

GREAT WINTER LEASES!

$275 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $37,575, VIN#3LJR609322, $4,677 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,757 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1750 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 1/31/18. 

$275 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Select Plus Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, 
VIN#5LHUL71487, $4,915 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 
Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1500 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 1/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2631F.

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

 $16,895BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKX AWD Select

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Black and More! Stk# 2694F 

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Blue, 
11K Mi, Stk#2643F

 $47,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 
6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, 
A/C & Much More! MSRP $42,455, 
VIN#2LJBL20229. $5,219 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,245 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 1/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339 PER MO.
36 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
SPECIAL LIVERY PRICING

ON SELECT MODELS! 
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