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By Bert Wilkinson
When Caribbean community 

leaders assemble in Haiti next 
week, they might well be forced 
to discuss the very strong pos-
sibility that one of the nations, 
which had helped to found the 
integration movement and the 
regional free trade system is 
seriously considering with-
drawing from that very same 
system until it is better organ-
ized and modernized.

Jamaica’s parliament, the 
cabinet and the island’s aca-
demic community are current-
ly debating the recommenda-
tions of a commission which 
was established more than a 
year ago to undertake a com-
plete review of the workings of 
CARICOM and to advise on the 
type of participation of Jamaica 
in the 15-member bloc going 
forward.

Former prime minister 
Bruce Golding was the man 
identified to head up the com-
mission. It has submitted its 

report and parliament has had 
preliminary debates on it, albe-
it amid heated circumstances.

But one key recommenda-
tion contained in the report 
has many in the community 
shaking their heads in disbelief 
and even fear, worried that the 
bloc might be having its own 
form of Jaexit or Brexit as it 
talks about Jamaica withdraw-
ing from the single market and 
economy or free market trad-
ing system because of unend-
ing dis-satisfaction.

Back in July 1973, then 
prime ministers Forbes Burn-
ham of Guyana, Michael Manley 
of Jamaica, Eric Williams of 
Trinidad and Errol Barrow of 
Barbados had signed the Treaty 
of Chaguaramas in Trinidad 
establishing the regional fam-
ily grouping. It had replaced 
CARIFTA, the early version of 
CARICOM as it is known today. 
CARIFTA was the acronym for 
the Caribbean Free Trade Area. 

TRADE 
ROW 

FUROR
Jamaica could quit CARICOM 

free market system
Ready to run
Jumaane Williams announces his candidacy for lieutenant governor at City Hall.
See story on Page 3. Photo by Tequila Minsky

By George Alleyne
The United States’ contin-

ued challenging of Barbados 
regarding prevention of traf-
ficking of persons has angered 
this island’s Attorney Gen-
eral, Adriel Brathwaite, who 
is questioning the American 
approach and methodology for 
labelling this state.

Barbados has for years been 
placed in Tier Two among 
countries in the US annual 
report on trafficking in per-
sons, which means the island’s 
government is regarded as not 
fully meeting the American 
Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act’s minimum standards but 
is making significant efforts 

to bring itself into compliance 
with those standards.

“It does annoy me, in all 
seriousness, that someone sits 
in Washington, writes a report 
every year, changes very lit-
tle in the report and then 
determines the fate of [almost 
300,000] citizens here by a 
stroke of a pen,” Brathwaite 
said last week.

According to the United 
States report, among the rea-
sons Barbados continues to 
languish below the top posi-
tion of Tier One up to the 2017 
report is because, “there is 
a failure to provide evidence 
of increasing efforts to com-
bat severe forms of traffick-

ing in persons from the previ-
ous year, including increased 
investigations, prosecution, 
and convictions of trafficking 
crimes, increased assistance 
to victims, and decreasing evi-
dence of complicity in severe 
forms of trafficking by govern-
ment officials.”

But Brathwaite snapped, “so 
we’re not compliant because 
we have not prosecuted any-
one. It does not make a lot of 
sense.”

Barbados has never con-
victed anyone for trafficking 
in persons, but reportedly 
has one court case lying and 
awaiting a concluded hearing 

Barbados bristles at human trafficking ranking

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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ALL MONTH LONG
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P R E S I D E N T I A L
SAVINGS EVENT

WestburyToyota.com

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. 
for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’18 Corolla $7,284.60/$10,456; ’18 Camry $9,279.72/$14,599; ’18 RAV4 
$8,719.56/$15,640; ’18 Highlander $11,328.48/$23,386. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = $0 Down pymt 
OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep (waived by TFS). ’18 Corolla: $1250, ’18 Camry: $750, ’18 RAV4: $1750 Lease Bonus 
Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. *On Approved Credit. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must take 
retail delivery by 2/28/18. Offers expire 2/28/18.

     We at Westbury Toyota understand 
that loyalty is earned, so we created 

just for you. Every time you service with 
us or direct a friend, family member or 
coworker to us who buys a car, you are 
rewarded with down payment points 
toward your next vehicle purchase 
at Westbury Toyota, local merchant
savings and much more!

“The Best Way”
Rewards Program

New 2018 Toyota
Corolla LE

Stk#N80176, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. 

MSRP $20,108.  $202.35 Due at Signing.

$20235
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
Camry SE

Stk#N81582, Mod#2546,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $26,543.  $257.77 Due at Signing.

$25777
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
RAV4 LE AWD

Stk#N81499, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,528.  

$242.21 Due at Signing.

$24221
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*

New 2018 Toyota
Highlander LE AWD

Stk#N81065, Mod#6948, 6cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $35,978.  

$314.68 Due at Signing.

$31468
36 Mos Lease(1)

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity*
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By Nelson A. King
As the United States Senate on 

Thursday summarily blocked three 
measures — including one backed 
by President Donald J. Trump — 
to resolve the fate of the so-called 
Caribbean and other “Dreamers,” 
leaving hundreds of thousands of 
them facing an uncertain future, 
Caribbean American Democratic 
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
has blamed the crisis squarely on 
the president.

“In September, Donald Trump 
created a crisis by ending DACA 
[Deferred Acton for Childhood 
Arrivals],” Clarke, the daughter of 
Jamaican immigrants, told Carib-
bean Life on Saturday. “He then 
called on Congress to work together 
to solve it.”

But Clarke, who represents the 
9th Congressional District in Brook-
lyn, said Trump “continues to tor-
pedo bipartisan deal after bipartisan 
deal, while offering an immigration 
framework that is cruel, vindictive 
and heartless. 

“Over 100 Dreamers are deported 
daily, and we are quickly approach-
ing the March 5th deadline,” she 
said.  “If Donald Trump cannot lead, 
he must get out of the way and let 
the Congress do its job in a biparti-
san fashion,” and save DACA.”

March 5 is the day that Trump 
has set the DACA program to expire. 
The program protects about 690,000 
Caribbean and other Dreamers from 
deportation and allows them to 
work, study or join the military. But 
Trump rescinded DACA, leaving it to 
Congress to find a replacement.

After the week began with the 
promise of an extraordinarily open, 
free-ranging debate on immigration, 
senators on Thursday struck down 
measure after measure, leaving into 
question whether any solution on 
the Dreamers can be reached. 

Clarke blames 
Trump for 
DACA crisis

By Tequila Minsky
The steps of City Hall were filled 

with excitement on Friday, Feb. 16,  
when Council Member Jumaane Wil-
liams announced his candidacy for 
lieutenant governor of New York 
state. 

Colleagues, other elected officials 
and representatives from community 
organizations with whom Williams 
has worked with over the last decade 
and half declared their support for 
this maverick politician who was just 
elected to his third term from the 
45th District in NYC City Council.

Speakers repeated the term “pro-
gressive” in describing Williams’ 
brand of Democratic Party politics.  

State Senator Kevin Parker who has 
known Williams for years and taught 
him at Brooklyn College, where Wil-
liams earned a B.A. in political sci-
ence and an M.A. in urban policy and 
administration, said, “I’m excited to 
continue to work with him on issues 
of public safety, fighting discrimi-
nation, protecting our environment, 
and more.”

He called Williams fearless, effec-
tive, and passionate in taking on 
issues in City Council.  

In various recent public appearanc-
es, Williams speaks about running on 
his effectiveness in City Council. He 
introduced and passed more than 40 
pieces of legislation — second only 
to the number introduced by the 

speaker.
On his behalf, Council Member I. 

Daneek Miller from Queens touted 
Williams’ advocacy for working peo-
ple. 

Labor activist and organizer Eddie 
Kay spoke of Williams as a fighter 
for the little guy, who would use the 
position as a voice that is one for the 
people.

Williams has spent several week-
ends on a listening tour around the 
state, meeting with local activists and 
progressive organizations since his 
Martin Luther King announcement 
that he was exploring the possibility 
of running for lieutenant governor. 

It is their encouraging response, 
he says, that in part has informed his 
decision to formally enter the race. 

Before a crowd of nearly 100 com-
munity members including those 
from East Flatbush Village, Elite 
Learners, GMACC-a violence preven-
tion program, and Rabbi Ralbag and 
friends, Williams made his official 
announcement.

Williams’ older sister by five years, 
Jeanine Williams also spoke sharing 
personal anecdotes. 

When Williams finally addressed 
the press, he said, “This is a big thing. 
I am first generation American / 
Brooklynite, and the son of Grenada. 

I’ve spent my 41 years in Brook-
lyn and am a public school baby, up 
through Brooklyn College. My moth-

er was my advocate. It’s where I get 
my strength and drive.” 

Williams also paid tribute to and 
referenced others in history who 
inspired him: Frederick Douglas, 
Martin Luther King, and Shirley 
Chisholm. 

He acknowledged all those who were 
standing behind him as “having his 
back.” He said, “Together, we can do a 
whole lot. It’s not me, it’s us, togeth-
er.”  

And he offered his mantra: Do what 
you can, with what you have, for as 
many people as you have the privilege 
of serving, for as long as you can. 

Concluding he said, “Together, we 
can prove that activist energy can 
overcome establishment money… can 
reject the politics of cautious inac-
tion… amplify the voices of all those 
who aren’t being heard.”

In New York State, candidates for 
governor and lieutenant governor run 
separately in the primary, with the win-
ners of each party’s nomination forming 
a joint ticket for the general election. 
Current Lt. Governor Kathy Houchul 
has confirmed that she will run for re-
election. The primary is Sept. 11.  

Williams was asked if he were elected 
in the primary and on the ticket with 
Cuomo, could he work with Cuomo, 
with whom he is critical.  

“I am a Democrat. I’m going to be 
running as a ticket, but I am independ-
ent,” Williams said. 

Williams now running for Lt. governor

Jumaane Williams announces his candidacy for lieutenant governor at City Hall. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Rep. Yvette Clarke, D-N.Y. speaks 
to supporters at a Community 
Town Hall in Brooklyn. New York. 
 Associated Press / Frank Franklin II, fi le

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Antigua
A 57-year-old Japanese woman who 

kicked a police officer in the groin and 
refused to be searched on arrival at the 
V.C International Airport in Antigua 
recently was jailed for 14 days on a 
charge of assault and disorderly con-
duct.

It is alleged that Masayo Goto, who 
arrived on a Caribbean Airline flight 
from Jamaica, got involved in a fight 
with Customs offic-
ers and refused to be 
searched during a rou-
tine check at the air-
port.

Narcotics and K-9 
officers, who were also on duty, went to 
the assistance of the Customs officers, 
as a result of the kicking, screaming, 
and disorderly behavior of the Japanese 
national.

A search was eventually carried out 
on her bags but nothing was found.

She was taken into custody and 
charged with assaulting a police officer 
among other offenses. She was destined 
to travel to St. Vincent.

Goto pleaded guilty to the charges 
and was sentenced to 14 days in prison 
by Magistrate Ngaio Emmanuel.

Bahamas
The pilot of a six-seater aircraft that 

crashed in waters near Mastic point, 
Andros, Bahamas killing all six people 
on board recently was not licensed to 
operate commercial flights nor did he 
have the required ratings to operate 
the Piper aircraft in visually impairing 
weather conditions.

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s (FAA) Registry, the 
pilot of the ill-fated flight, Darren 
Clarke, held a private 
pilot license.

The United States 
registered aircraft 
departed San Andes 
Airport around 8 am and crashed into 
waters approximately four miles off 
Mastic point.

All seven passengers, including the 
pilot, were aboard the flight which was 
intended to land at New Providence.

A private pilot is not supposed to 
carry paying customers.

Jamaica
The Caribbean Hotel and Tourism 

Association (CHTA) recently announced 
that the 37th edition of the Caribbean 
Travel Marketplace will be held at the 
Montego Bay Convention, Jamaica from 
Jan. 29 to 31, 2019.

The event will be held in collabo-
ration with the Jamaica Ministry of 
Tourism, the Jamaica Hotel & Tourist 
Association and the Jamaica Tourism 
Board.

The CHTA, Caribbean Travel Mar-

ketplace will bring together hotel and 
destination representatives; wholesalers 
and tour operators; online travel agen-
cies; meetings, incen-
tives, conventions and 
exhibition and mem-
bers of the media for 
serval days of business 
meetings, including a busy program of 
thousands of pre-scheduled appoint-
ments.

This year’s Caribbean Travel mar-
ketplace, which was produced by the 
CHTA, was held in Puerto Rico.

Haiti
The impoverished country of Haiti 

has been ranked as the worst country 
for the most overcrowded prisons in 
the world, according to information 
released by World Prison Brief (WPB).

According to the London-based pub-
lication, at the end of January the 
French-speaking Caribbean Commu-
nity (Caricom) country topped the 205 
countries surveyed for the most over-
crowded prisons in the world, followed 
by the Philippines and El Salvador.

In June 2016, the 17 
Haitian  prisons in the 
country, had an aver-
age occupancy rate of 
454 percent and the 
space per detainee was a little less than 
0.05 m2, far off the international stand-
ard which is 4.5 m2.

The prison population in Haiti was 

estimated at 10,500 prisoners or 96 out 
of 100,000 inhabitants.

WPB said the result of overcrowd-
ing causes many human violations, 
important health problems, spread of 
diseases, malnutrition and violence. 

It noted that 72 percent of the pris-
oners were in pre-trial detention with-
out having been tried.

St. Kitts
St. Kitts Ministry of Tourism recently 

received an award for Excellence in Sus-
tainable Tourism from the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization (CTO).

The award was given at an awards 
ceremony of the Climate Smart Sus-
tainable Tourism Forum, which was 
recently held in St. 
Kitts.

Permanent Secre-
tary of the Ministry of 
Tourism, Carlene Hen-
ry-Morton said the Ministry of Tour-
ism’s Sustainable Destination Manage-
ment Plan provides a powerful case 
study in destination-driven sustainable 
tourism development, demonstrating a 
mode of excellence that can be applied 
to other destinations in the Caribbean 
and beyond.

She said the St. Kitts Ministry of 
Tourism recognized the sustainability 
risks associated with tourism develop-
ment and immediately began pursu-
ing a deliberate Sustainable Destination 
Management Program (SDMP), which 

has grown to include a range of innova-
tive initiatives that address all pillars of 
sustainability.

The Climate Smart Sustainable Tour-
ism Forum was held under the theme 
“Good for Us, Better for All,” bringing 
together local, regional and interna-
tional tourism stakeholders and devel-
opment agencies.

Organizing partners include the 
CTO, the St. Kitts Ministry of Tourism, 
the St. Kitts Sustainable Destination 
Council and Sustainable Travel Inter-
national.

St. Lucia
St. Lucia’s new luxury hotel Harbor 

Club recently opened its door under 
the new ownership of well-respected 
Canadian entrepreneur and business-
man Wes Hall.

Harbor Club is an ultra-modern 
hotel featuring 115 tropical cabin-style 
rooms and suites and is poised to set 
new luxury standards and is designed 
to welcome travelers.

Aimbridge Hospital-
ity LLC Company will 
manage the Club.

Aimbridge Hospital-
ity is the largest inde-
pendent hotel man-
agement and investment firm in the 
United States, and is recognized hospi-
tality management leader throughout 
the Caribbean.

Overcrowding in Haiti’s prisons
In this Feb. 13, 2017 photo, a prisoner puts food in a bag to send up to a fellow inmate at the National Peni-
tentiary in downtown Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Prison authorities say they try their best to meet inmates’ needs, 
but repeatedly receive insuffi cient funds from the state to buy food and cooking fuel.  
 Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

Continued on Page 16
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280

GO
T I

M
PL

AN
TS

DO
N’

T K
NO

W
 W

HA
T T

O 
DO

 N
EX

T

CO
M

E S
EE

 U
S



6    Caribbean Life, Feb. 23–Mar. 1, 2018 BQ

By George Alleyne
Anglican dioceses of the Car-

ibbean will soon be naming 
a new Primate as Archbishop 
John Holder will retire at the 
end of February ending eight 
years of leading eight districts 
of the church in the region.

Reverend Holder’s retirement 
will also see Barbadians anoint-
ing another Anglican leader as 
he has been Bishop of that dio-
cese since 2000.

Among the most memora-
ble work during Rev’d Hold-
er’s reign as regional Anglican 
Primate was his effort at all-
inclusiveness, notably seeking 
to welcome into the fold per-
sons of alternative lifestyles and 
sexual preferences.

It was a bold move in a 
region steeped in traditional 
religious beliefs in which the 
populace harbours a conserv-
ative approach to what com-
prises acceptable gender rela-
tionships and the definition of 
marriage.

Addressing the matter of 
churches speaking out against 
homosexuality he said last year 
that they seem to be misread-
ing and misinterpreting the 
Bible, which he said clearly out-

lines that all human beings are 
accepted by God.

“I think it is sad when per-
sons get up as Christians and 
ridicule another human being 
and give the impression that 
they are children of the devil 
and not children of God. That 
is out for us as Anglicans, we 
don’t do that,” Holder said.

His approach was remark-
able because he dared to ven-
ture into areas where Carib-
bean political leaders fear to 
tread, or if they go there, walk 
gingerly.

Fear of angering the elector-
ate and thereby losing precious 
support of voters have over the 
years seen Caribbean govern-
ments resist behind the scenes 
pressure from developed coun-
tries and international organi-
sations to stop criminalising 
homosexual acts. 

Regional political leaders 
have shown that they rather 
lose hundreds of millions of 
dollars in funding and aid from 
developed countries and donor 
agencies than risk the wrath 
of the religiously conservative 
Caribbean voter.

But the archbishop persisted 
by confronting this social core 

value that has its origins in the 
church.

“Our clear position is that 
every human being in this 
world is a child of God and 
whatever… their opinions or 
their orientations, our role is to 
support them. If we think they 
are going wrong, our role is 
to redirect them, but not con-
demn them,” he said.

“Instead of going after pecu-
liarities, we look at what we 
have in common and share 
God’s love and fellowship with 
all persons, no matter their ori-
entation. The church is here 
as a servant of God, servant of 
Christ and we are here to min-
ister to every human being in 
this world.”

The archbishop’s comments 
last weekend during a special 
diocesan thanksgiving farewell 
service held in Barbados, shows 
an awareness that the effort at 
inclusiveness is work that has 
only just begun.

“My ministry demanded a 
level of understanding, and a 
depth of patience,” he said with-
out any reference to acceptance 
of persons regardless of orien-
tation.

He added, “each of us will 

move along at a different pace 
along a common path. But the 
important thing is keeping our 
eye on the goal of the journey…
to strengthen the ministry of 
this diocese, especially focusing 
this ministry on those critical 
areas of life that often need to 
be connected to our faith.”

According to Church in the 
Province of the West Indies, 
Archbishop Holder entered the 
ordained ministry as a deacon 
in 1974 and became a priest in 
1976. He was consecrated as the 

13th Bishop of his native Bar-
bados in 2000; and he became 
Archbishop of the West Indies in 
2009. A graduate of the Barba-
dos-based Codrington College, 
where he earned the Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Theology and the 
Diploma in Theological Studies, 
the archbishop also holds a mas-
ter’s Degree in Sacred Theology 
(STM) from the School of Theol-
ogy, University of the South. In 
1985, he was awarded the Doc-
tor of Philosophy (PhD) from 
King’s College, London.

A bold archbishop retires

Retiring Archbishop John Holder. Photo by George Alleyne
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The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

LANDLORD & TENANT MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

2/21 7AM -2/26 7PM
SALE STARTS 22 2321 24 25 26

EBT

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

22 55$$
forfor

lb.lb.

¢¢7979

Loaf CakesImported Butter

Broccoli Rabe

Sour Cream Fresh Mozzarella

Plum Tomatoes Broccoli

22 44$$forfor

Red Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

$$399399

Florida Strawberries

9999¢¢

$$33forfor22

5959¢¢
lb.lb.

D
KOSHER

22 44$$forfor

D

22 33$$
forfor

Red Delicious Green Peppers

¢¢6969

$$159159
lb.lb. lb.lb.

¢¢6969Cauliflower $$199199

Grape Tomatoes
$$199199

GREAT DEAL!

Hamantaschen 22 55$$
forfor

SPECIAL!

Chocolate Babka

K PARVE

$$399399
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

The four have for decades been revered 
as the founding fathers.

But fed up of constant barriers to 
trade, tariff and other impediments to 
its export products, the slow pace of 
trade conflict resolutions, the culture 
of basic information secrecy in the bloc 
and lukewarm reactions to calls for 
modernization of the regional family 
system among other beefs, the report is 
now speaking to open rebellion.

Bruce Golding startled an academic 
forum at the weekend in Jamaica by say-
ing that in the absence of a clear com-
mitment from its other neighbors about  
improving the trading regime, “Jamaica 
should withdraw from the single mar-
ket and economy (CSME), but retain its 
membership of CARICOM in a capacity 
similar to that of The Bahamas.

This is as successive Jamaican admin-
istrations and trade regulators have been 
complaining about an alleged unfair sys-
tem for trade. Some bloc members, Trini-
dad in particular, has done everything 
it can to restrict exports from Jamaica 
into the twin-island, while being allowed 
free and easy access into Jamaica. The 
row over trade access dates back to the 
patti pastry wars of the 90s. Jamaican 
exporters say Trinidad did everything in 

its power to bloc access to the market. On 
free travel, Trinidad has also been identi-
fied as the main culprit, allegedly unfairly 
profiling and deporting Jamaican visitors 
to the island.

So authorities appointed a review com-
mission to study the way things work in 
CARICOM and to make recommenda-
tions as to how Jamaica should continue 
its participation in the regional family 
going forward.

Golding suggests that Jamaica should 
quit membership of the free trade system-
the so-called single market and economy 
(CSME), but remain a member of the 
community if clear systems are not in 
place to ensure proper free trade in about 
five years.

Jamaica at the 
crossroads

Continued from Page 1 

and verdict since 2013.
This absence of convictions for the 

criminal offence of human trafficking 
contrasts starkly with the known situ-
ation on this island into which females 
mainly from Guyana and Jamaica are 
known to be brought in by other per-
sons for work in night entertainment 
venues, where it is believed there is 
prostitution.

Up to the 2017 report, Barbados was 
in the Tier Two ranking along with 
Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.

While the Barbados attorney gen-
eral bristles at the US categorisation 
of the island, other CARICOM states 
were recently given thumbs up for 
their efforts.

Guyana, which has graduated to 
Tier One after flagging in a much 
lower ranking for a number of years, 
has received more positive points in 
the American 2018 Trafficking in Per-
sons Interim Assessment for, securing 
one conviction for human trafficking, 
training law enforcement prosecutors 
on victim identification, and forming 
a Community Advocates Program to 
train village leaders in the interior of 
the country and mining regions.

Antigua, that is slightly lower than 
Barbados on a Tier Two Watchlist, was 
also congratulated in the interim 
report, released this month, for hir-

ing a human trafficking legal expert, 
and training government workers.

Haiti is in the same ranking as 
Antigua and received kudos for inves-
tigating “the alleged trafficking of 25 
children for the purpose of domestic 
servitude.”

Suriname which was also ranked in 
Tier Two Watchlist for 2017 found itself 
mentioned in the interim report for 
investigating and prosecuting “multi-
ple ongoing trafficking cases, passed 
legislation providing more oversight of 
employment agencies, and identified 
services and reintegration support for 
victims.”

Human trafficking report
Continued from Page 1 

Former Jamaican Prime Minister 
Bruce Golding. 
 Associated Press / Collin Reid

Barbados Attorney General, Adriel 
Brathwaite. Photo by George Alleyne
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

Price includes dealer prep and all costs except tax, tags, DMV & reg fees. ‡Retail value: $399. Used cars sold cosmetically as is.(1)For qualifi ed buyers See dealer for details. Not resp for typos.  DMV#7076824, NYC 
DCA Lic. #698282

5THAve. & 65TH St. Brooklyn, NY  | 877-254-3280

Showroom Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 96 MO AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

For   Less
All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import

H E R E ’ S  J U S T  A  S A M P L I N G  O F  T H E  B R A N D S  W E  H A V E  A V A I L A B L E

EVERY VEHICLE IS 
HAND-SELECTED from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

SAVE TIME! Fill out your Credit Application
Online  before you arrive.

3 INDOOR SHOWROOMS

DWAYNE DAVID < Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.
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By Albert Baldeo
“WICB needs to take 

responsibility for the fall 
for WI cricket.”-Ramnaresh 
Sarwan, former WI captain

“The West Indies Cricket 
Board is the most unprofes-
sional in the world…Cam-
eron is ‘immature’, ‘arro-
gant’ and ‘not having West 
Indies cricket at heart’…a 
dictator… I think we had 
enough as players.”— 
Dwayne Bravo

“When is the last time a 
critic paid one your bills? 
Always remember that when 
you start to give them your 
energy.”-Dave Cameron, 
President of WICB, now 
CWI (Cricket West Indies)

A few years ago, Sir Gar-
field Sobers, Sir Viv Rich-
ards, Wes Hall and Andy 
Roberts, uniting under the 
umbrella banner of Crick-
et Legends, met with Gre-
nada Prime Minister Keith 
Mitchell, chairman of the 
Prime Ministerial Commit-
tee on the Governance of 
West Indies Cricket, which 
had appointed the CARI-
COM cricket review panel 
in the wake of yet another 
crisis that emerged follow-
ing the West Indies’ with-
drawal from India’s tour in 
October 2014.

“During the last two dec-
ades, many different presi-
dents and CEOs have led 
the West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) and yet, its 
performance has declined 
steadily with each passing 
year,” the Legends said in a 
joint media release.

“The board is an oligar-
chic structure that consid-
ers itself answerable to no 
one but itself. It is one of the 
few sporting institutions 
that have remained virtu-
ally unchanged in attitude 
and structure in the last 70 
years or more.” Roger Harp-
er, Charlie Griffith, Dery-
ck Murray, (who was also 
member of the CARICOM 
review panel), leg-spinner 

Dinanath Ramnarine, (pre-
vious president of the West 
Indies Players Association) 
and opening batsman, Des-
mond Haynes were only a 
few former stars who con-
curred with CARICOM’s 
recommendation that the 
WICB become accountable 
to CARICOM authorities, 
and that the board should 
“undergo structural adjust-
ment.”

Recently, a CWI press 
release recently confirmed 
that off-spinner Sunil Nar-
ine, batsman Darren Bravo 
and all-rounders Kieron 
Powell and Andre Russell, 
all refused to proudly don 
their West Indies flannels, 
preferring to participate in 
the Pakistan Super league 
instead of taking part in the 
ICC World Cup qualifiers in 
Bangladesh in March. The 
World Cup is cricket’s big-
gest stage. Former captains 
and star batsmen Chris 
Gayle, Ronnie Sarwan and 
the iconic Sir Viv Richards, 
Darren Sammy, and many 
other players have con-
demned similar complaints 
about the Board’s callous 
treatment of players in the 
past.

Not only has the WICB 
/ CWI shown serial dis-
respect for great players 
like Sobers, Hall, Kanhai, 
Gibbs, Lloyd, Chanderpaul 
and others over the years, 
but their humiliation have 
become more pronounced 
with each succeeding gen-
eration of cricketers. Some 
quarters have complained 
that “some players have too 

much egos, and behave like 
mercenaries.” The griev-
ances on both sides must be 
heard and addressed.

The major complaint is 
that “the board has been 
utilizing the ‘big stick’ 
approach in dealing with 
matters, and not hav-
ing proper communica-
tion with all stakehold-
ers, including the players.” 
Sarwan exposed his fallout 
with the WICB and Ottis 
Gibson, saying that Gibson 
verbally attacked him and 
dropped him, destroying 
him mentally. This led to 
his now famous quote, “I 
didn’t know my front foot 
from my back foot,” a situa-
tion that caused him to flee 
from the game and not leave 
his house or his room for 
days, until the point when 
his father had an emotion-
al breakdown over worry 
for his son. “I would not 
answer the call of the WICB 
if picked now,” is reflective 
of a seriously broken spirit.

Sarwan’s disgust that 
“The CWI or WICB what-
ever name y’all come under, 
all the administrators, from 
1990 onwards should go 
and play now and help the 
team qualify for the next 
World Cup,” is symptomatic 
of the fact that West Indies 
cricket is imploding, and 
not keeping, consolidating, 
unifying and managing its 
individual talents. His com-
plaint that, “Now imagine 
the great WICB asking play-
ers to play. I would like to 
laugh but out of respect 
for the Caribbean people 
I won’t,” demands imme-
diate action by CARICOM 
governments to address the 
problems in our cricket.

CARICOM will do well to 
remind itself what cricket 
supremacy means in a glo-
bal context to all Caribbean 
brothers and sisters, sons 
and daughters. It is best 
summarized by the former 

By Jesse Hamilton
Last summer, I hosted a 

hackathon for middle school 
students at Medgar Evers Col-
lege. Picture 40 enthusiastic 
young people ready to learn 
about coding, computer sci-
ence, and technology, along 
with CodeEd educators and 
the welcoming college staff.

In an effort to be as edu-
cational as possible, I like 
to do a little history quiz 
when we host young people. 
My quiz features questions 
like, “Who was the first Afri-
can-American woman elect-
ed to Congress?” That day, 
I asked, “Who was Medgar 
Evers?” Silence. The ques-
tion stumped nearly all the 
students.

Only one student could 
venture a reply on his Civil 
Rights Movement leadership. 
That lone reply is part of 
the reason I am advancing 
legislation to make black his-
tory instruction in our K-12 
schools mandatory.

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center recently published a 
troubling report on schools 
teaching the history of slav-
ery, “Teaching Hard History.” 
Among the most alarming 
findings, SPLC reports that 
two-thirds of high school 
seniors did not know it took 
a constitutional amendment 
to end slavery; 58 percent 
of teachers found their text-
books inadequate in teach-
ing about slavery; the average 
textbook scored only 46 per-
cent in SPLC’s assessment of 
what should be included in the 
study of American slavery; 40 

percent of teachers believed 
their state offers insufficient 
support for teaching about 
slavery.

The SPLC’s analysis pro-
vides important data support-
ing the need to make black 
history instruction mandato-
ry, mirroring my experience 
with the hackathon students 
and elsewhere.

Recent news reports under-
score the necessity of this leg-
islation. In one Bronx school, 
I.S. 224, the principal report-
edly instructed an English 
teacher not to teach about 
the Harlem Renaissance. In 
another school, administra-
tors refused to allow a stu-
dent named Malcolm Xavier 
Combs to put “Malcolm X” on 
his senior sweater. In anoth-
er instance, in Park Slope, 
the PTA included images of 
performers in blackface on 
advertisements for a 1920s 
themed fundraiser. Passing 
this law would send a clearly 
needed message of inclusion 
to all New Yorkers.

Black history’s importance 
extends far beyond a single 
month. From the abolition-
ists like Sojourner Truth, 
who broke barriers in advo-
cacy and helped end slavery, 
to the Harlem Renaissance, 
home to literary and artistic 
dynamism we benefit from 
even today, to the pioneer-
ing achievements of Shirley 
Chisholm, who paved a path 
for future public servants of 
color, men and women alike, 
black history serves as part of 
our national heritage.

Teaching Black 
History in our schools

OP-EDS

Whither, West Indies cricket?
Cricket is first 

and foremost a 
dramatic spectacle. 

It belongs with 
the theatre, ballet, 

opera and the 
dance.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.
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By now everyone knows 
the film “Black Panther” is 
not a documentary about a 
1960s, California, Black revo-
lutionary political party/group 
that scared America straight 
wearing all-black outfits, tot-
ing weapons and fearlessly pro-
claiming “power to the peo-
ple.”

In fact, the Imax HD block-
buster is a 1966 Marvel Comics 
creation and 134-minutes fea-
ture that is all the rage for being 
the highest grossing comic 
book character which stars 
an all-Black cast and received 
critical acclaim throughout 
the world and shines a global 
spotlight on a continent the 
president of the United States 
considers a s***hole.

Making its world premiere 
prior to President’s Day holi-
day, the groundbreaking film 
set in the African nation of 
Wakanda features immigrants, 
Africans, Caribbean nationals 
and some of the fiercest and 
wisest women to dominate any 
dynasty or administration.

Among the women listed 
in starring roles are: Angela 
Bassett, Mexico-born, Kenyan 
Lupita Nyung’o, Guyana-born 

Letitia Wright and Brazil-born 
Jamaican Nabiyah Be.

Jamaicans on the island 
joined legions of anxious mov-
iegoers throughout the world 
on opening day to catch first 
public screenings of the antici-
pated sci-fi/fantasy which in 
addition to its alluring advance 
promotion also features Be, 
the daughter of reggae legend 
Jimmy Cliff.

Cliff’s foray with acting 
includes starring roles in 
“The Harder They Come” and 
“Bongo Man” with featured 
roles alongside Robin Williams 
in the comedy “Club Paradise.”

His daughter’s reversed path 
to the spotlight found her sing-
ing and acting on the Brazil-
ian stage. Born on the South 
American continent, like her 
Jamaican father she is also a 
singer.

On his many tours to Bra-
zil she accompanied him sing-
ing background vocals and also 

toured with him extensively.
After arriving here, she 

attended Pace University to 
study theater and eventually 
landed Off-Broadway roles.

This major movie debut 
placed Be alongside some of 
Hollywood’s hallmark actors 
— Forest Whitaker, Michael 
B. Jordan, Sterling K. Brown, 
Nyung’o, Bassett and Chadwick 
Boseman.

Be’s character, Tilda John-
son is actually Nightshade.

Nightshade debuted in Steve 
Englehart and Alan Weiss’ Cap-
tain America #164 in 1973. In 
the comics, she is able to turn 
convicts into werewolves with 
a serum she created. Given her 
specialties in biology, chemis-
try and robotics among oth-
ers Nightshade was the third 
villain casted for the film fol-
lowing Killmonger and M’Baku 
(Winston Duke).

Described by director Ryan 
Coogler as “the love and light” 

of the movie, perhaps, the next 
leading royal from the Marvel 
franchise will be Shuri, por-
trayed by 24-year-old Guyanese 
Wright.

She migrated to England 
with her mother at the age of 
seven. 

Reportedly, she discovered 

her passion for acting in 2006 
after watching a young Keke 
Palmer who starred in the 
movie “Akeelah & The Bee,” 
a film about a disadvantaged 
youth who found her identity 
when she emerged a spelling 

Caribbean Superheroes among ‘Black Panther’ party

Guyana-born Letitia Wright portrays Shuri in the “Black 
Panther.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 16

 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th

Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Where: Sinergia, 2082 Lexington Avenue, NY, NY

Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 
The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

though advanced registration is requested.

Time: Mondays at 7:00pm
Location: Please call for Address 

near Bedford Avenue 
and Fulton Street Brooklyn 

– VS –

IN-DEBT STATUS CORRECTION COURSE (ISCC)

LEARN HOW TO:
Represent yourself in any court

Apply UCC Codes
Open a Foreign 98 Trust with Tax Exempt Status for life

Get Foreclosure cases disposed of or thrown out
Eliminate debt and much more

Call today and R.S.V.P. as soon as possible
to reserve your spot Tel. 516-360-3136
or email: DocStrange2018@gmail.com

“Don’t miss out on this life changing opportunity”
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WE’RE IMPROVING 
QUALITY AND SAFETY 
 FOR EVERY PATIENT.

AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
Our reputation for quality and safety is what distinguishes us as one of the premier health systems in the country.  

Simply put, you cannot provide world-class care without a continuous commitment to the most stringent quality  

standards and the safest protocols for every patient. We’ve brought those standards to our hospital in Brooklyn.  

Our goal is to provide the residents of Brooklyn and Staten Island the level of care NYU Langone Health is known for,  

closer to where they live. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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SAVE BIG with our dental savings plan 
for only $49 per year

LOOKING FOR A GOOD AND AFFORDABLE DENTIST?
DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS 
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
Per unit

Each Each

Each

Dr. Irina Yesina, DDS
602 FLATBUSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(Next to Flatbush and Rutland Road)

718-778-7600

If you are like me, the last thing you want to do is go to see the dentist. At least that 
is how I used to feel until a good friend of mine recommended Dr. Yesina. From my 
fi rst visit, I knew I was in caring hands. Dr. Yesina combines excellent dental skills 
with compassion for her patients. Her entire offi ce staff refl ects this same style and 
attentiveness. They are friendly, thoughtful and professional. So, if you want the best 
dental care, combined with a comfortable and caring environment, you really need to 

visit Dr. Yesina.
Melissa C., Brooklyn, New York, NY

By Tangerine Clarke
The iconic life of Guliana 

Jacobs-Moses was remembered 
quite the way she would have 
wanted on Thursday, Feb. 15 
with a celebratory memorial 
filled with love and touching 
tributes, her mother Christiana 
A. Jacobs, family members, 
friends and the many whose 
lives she touched. 

Pastor Easton Marks in 
conducting the requiem for 
the advocate and owner of 
Jacobs Tax Service in Brook-
lyn, reminded mourners of the 
inevitability of death, and used 
the scripture and ‘quips’ to ease 
the hurt and pain during the 
stirring memorial. 

“She was an activist who 
served, who lived for oth-
ers, who gave, sacrificed, and 
loved,” said Pastor Marks.

Dr. Reynold Howell, Pastor 
Carlus Hamilton and Pastor 
Floyd Johnson, expressed con-
dolences in prayer and wor-
ship.

More than 800 mourners 
filled the pews of the Flatbush 
Seventh Adventist Church to 
say a final farewell to the beau-
tiful lady who died suddenly on 
Feb. 3, at age 56. 

Posthumous accolades from 
Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams, Congresswoman 
Yvette Clarke, Rep. Hakeen Jef-
fries, Assemblyman Nick Perry, 
and Sen. Kevin Parker, hon-
ored “Gully”, as she was lov-
ingly called. 

Sister, Hazetta Jacobs, 
expressed how proud she was 
of Guliana. “The comfort and 
kindness showed by so many 
gave us strength to move on. 
“It is not about crying, it is 
about living the life she would 
want me to live, to continue 
her legacy.”

Many speakers echoed the 
sentiments of Leonela Jacobs 
who eulogized Guliana as a 
brilliant daughter of Kwak-
wani Village, who excelled, and 
received Guyana scholarships 
to study in Iraq, and the Uni-
versity of Guyana.

An immigrant who came 
to the U.S. in 1984, Guliana 
fought for the rights of others, 
and as recent as January 21, 
protested in Times Square for 
women’s equality.

Obtaining bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from John Jay 
College in criminal justice, sis-
ter, Leonela called Guliana a 
“vibrant soul, a comforter, and 
counselor whenever needed.”

First Lady of Guyana, Mrs. 
Sandra Granger in a statement, 
applauded Jacobs for her sup-
port of causes she espoused.

Married to Noel Moses in 
June 2016, Guliana was remem-
bered by Consul General of 
Guyana to New York, Barbara 
Atherly, as a strong woman 
who loved deeply and fiercely.

“During our last encounter, 
she promised to visit the con-
sulate to share her ideas about 
a woman’s project for Guyana, 
said Hon. Atherly, adding, 

“Guliana’s untimely death will 
clearly affect her family and 
our Guyanese community”

“Guliana was a patriot and 
this was fervently displayed 
throughout her life as she very 
aptly represented the cause 
of Guyana and Guyanese on 
every issue.” 

“As a member of the Guy-
ana Action Committee, Guy-
ana American Patriotic 
Forum, United Bridge Build-
ers, she was at the forefront of 
our high incident of suicide, 
domestic violence and sexual 
exploitation of women,” said 
the diplomat.

A requiem for women rights activist

Chairperson of International Woman’s Movement, Bonita 
Montique and members remembering Guliana’s outstand-
ing work.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Guliana Jacobs-Moses. 
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AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

WE’RE CREATING 
ELECTRONIC RECORDS  

FOR ALL OUR PATIENTS.

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
At NYU Langone Health, our patients and healthcare providers are just better connected. As a patient here, you and  

your medical providers have access to your electronic health record, no matter which NYU Langone location you visit. 

This is how world-class care is delivered and managed today. And this is how it’s done at every NYU Langone Health 

facility. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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Trinidad
More than 1,100 police officers are 

needed in the Trinidad and Tobago 
Police Service. This is 
in addition to the more 
than 7,000 police offic-
ers already employed.

The figure was given 
by acting Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Operations) Deo-
dath Dulalchan at the weekly police 

news briefing recently.
He said at present the police service 

is short of 1,100 officers and if “we can 
get that number through recruitment, 
we would be able to make that dent in 
the crime situation through policing 
standards.”

Dulalchan added: “The TTPS will 
be fully operational and will provide a 
highly visible presence in terms of foot 
and other forms of patrols, including 
canine and mounted patrols.”

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 
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bee champion.
According to reports, Wright’s par-

ents were not at all impressed with her 
life’s ambitions.

 “In my country where I was born, 
Guyana, we push more for education… 
It’s more being a lawyer, doctor, teach-
er, or scientist. So it was something I 
had to just really prove — not only to 
myself, but to my parents, that I could 
do it, and I can make a living from it, 
and that I was kind of good at it.” 

In pursuit of her dream she attended 
London’s Identity School of Acting 
where a multicultural program ena-
bled her to secure roles as a teenager in 
British television and theater.

The road to success was rocky and 
by age 20 she battled crippling depres-
sion.

For solace she turned to social 
media, there she lavished praise for 
a God that sustained her burgeoning 
career.

 “Everybody has their thing that 
they’re truthful about. My thing is just 
a love of God.” 

Wright posted that she was not ever 
“going to hide” her religious beliefs and 
would continue to praise her creator. 

In order to prepare for a scene she 
said regardless of the role “I pray.”

As the teenager who portrays 
T’Challa’s 16-year-old, tech-savvy sis-
ter and the princess of Wakanda, Shu-
ri’s role finds her designing new tech-
nology for her country. 

She is “an innovative spirit and an 
innovative mind” who “wants to take 
Wakanda to a new place.”

Coupled with that she “has a great 
fashion sense,” Wright explained. 

Shuri unlike any other comic book 
character or Disney princess, sports 
braids as adornment of her hair and 
beauty.

“She was such a different character 
from what I’d read in scripts: A young 
Black woman who’s super smart and 
into technology,” Wright said. “I hadn’t 
really seen any girls on screen who 
were into tech or science and engi-
neering, and I know most of the world 
hadn’t either. So I really wanted to play 
Shuri not just because she’d be funny 

and smart and a really cool character 
to play, but also because I knew she’d 
leave an impact on young girls and 
young boys.” 

“I wish I could have Shuri’s Kimoyo 
beads in real life — they can project 
anything onto glass without a remote 
control!” she said. “I wouldn’t even 
need my cell phone. I’d just project 
my YouTube videos onto the wall! That 
would be so cool...You know, Shuri is 
just so cool. She’s so cool! How could 
it not be an honor to play her?”

And while the Caribbean reputedly 
breeds fierce women, the men are 
equally bequeathed with a penchant 
for exhibiting fearsome talent.

 From Trinidad & Tobago, Winston 
Duke represents the region in the 
blockbuster as M’Baku. 

A Yale-educated actor who is already 
a major fan favorite, he is 31 years old 
and the proud bearer of two acting 
degrees from its school of drama. 

Duke grew up in Tobago, in a village 
called Argyle. His mother worked for 
the government and had a restaurant 
that often attracted tourists. Recall-
ing his youth on the twin island Duke 
said, he recalls showing patrons to 
their tables, a task which have helped 
him hone a charming response to 
strangers.

Although benefitting from a fairly 
lucrative lifestyle, his mother decided 
to sell the restaurant when he was nine 
years old. She moved the family to a 
studio apartment in Brooklyn. 

Motivated by a desire to support 
Duke’s older sister who pursued a 
career in medicine, Duke said he felt 
reclusive as she shuttled back and 
forth to the City College of New York.

Duke withdrew into himself, spend-
ing most days after school going to the 
library or to a local comic-book store 
called Winston’s.

Allegedly, that introversion, stayed 
with him through high school, until 
one of his Spanish teachers noticed 
that he became energized whenever he 
had to make presentations to the class. 
She signed him up for the theater club 
and he never looked back, going on 
to study theater at the University of 
Buffalo. 

Catch You On The Inside!

Continued from Page 11 

Caribbean Superheroes
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NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
We’re modernizing. We’ve already created a state-of-the-art Designated Epilepsy Unit and cutting-edge surgical and 

radiology suites. And soon, we’ll be opening a brand-new Perlmutter Cancer Center in Sunset Park, as well as updated 

environments for several services including mother/baby and neurology/neurosurgery. Because ultimately,  

world-class care needs a world-class campus. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

COMMUNION & 
SPECIAL OCCASION 

TRUNK SHOW

By Nelson A. King
Former New York City Coun-

cil Member Dr. Kendall Stewart 
has been speaking out against 
alleged New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) harassment after 
filing lawsuits accusing some 
officers of unfairly targeting 
businesses that cater to Brook-
lyn’s Caribbean community, 
including his own. 

Vincentian-born Stewart 
and his son, Omar, have both 
filed suit against the NYPD, as 
well as the city, claiming that 
their lounge, Café Omar, in 
East Flatbush has been unfairly 
targeted by the NYPD. 

“As a prominent member 
of the community for over 35 
years, I was shocked by the 
level of hostility and disregard 
of simple human decency the 
officers displayed when inter-
acting with me and other 
members of the community,” 
Stewart told Caribbean Life in 
detailing what he described as 
utter harassment by the NYPD. 
“As a doctor running a success-
ful medical practice for the past 
30 years, as a former District 
leader and state assembly man 
that was intimately involved 
with community activities, and 

as a former two-term New York 
City Councilman who served 
the city well, and brought mil-
lions of dollars in funding and 
resources to the local constitu-
ents, I was deeply saddened by 
what has occurred and con-
tinue to occur in my commu-
nity.”

Stewart – a trained podia-
trist and predecessor to Coun-
cilman Jumaane Williams, rep-
resentative for the 45th Coun-
cil District in Brooklyn – noted  
that East Flatbush in Central 
Brooklyn is “a community with 
the highest concentration of 
Caribbean Americans in the 
United States.

“But, unfortunately, it 
appears that many of the local 
police officers prey on local 
businesses and abuse their 
authority, rather than trying 
to understand the culture and 
compliment the community’s 
diversity,” he said. 

He said two weeks before a 
“highly anticipated event” at 
Café Omar, “Lt. Lumbardi told 
me I must cancel the event.”

“Due to the contracts and 
investments over US$50,000.00, 
I was hesitant and tried to 
communicate with the 67th 

Police Department [Precinct] 
to either get a letter or find out 
details to mitigate damages,” 
Stewart said, stating that, on 
the day of the event and prior 
to opening the business, he 
brought all parties involved to 
the 67th Precinct in an attempt 
to resolve the issue. 

“Lt. Lumbardi refused to 
meet with me, but I was able 
to get an audience with the 
neighborhood community 
officer Nelson,” the doctor and 

business man said. “My man-
ager Dr. Omar Stewart [his 
son, who is also a medical doc-
tor and lawyer], my promoter 
Danny Love, and I asked Offic-
er Nelson for a written docu-
ment that would state that the 
67th Precinct advises us not 
to have the event, giving us 
‘good cause’ to legally cancel 
all contracts and cancel the 
event entirely. 

“Officer Nelson replied ‘no 
further explanation’ is need-
ed,” Stewart said, adding that 
when all parties returned to 
Café Omar, “a police car was 
waiting outside.”

When the event did occur in 
August 2016, he said a police 
officer entered the premises at 
11 pm and issued 14 tickets, 
“stating that the visit is a ran-
dom business inspection.”

Stewart said Lt. Lumbardi 
further told him that we must 
coordinate with Neighborhood 
Community Officer (NCO) Nel-
son. 

“Lt. Lumbardi told me, 
through NCO Nelson, that I 
must cancel all future events 
scheduled for the West Indian 
Day Cultural Celebration at Café 
Omar, stating that he did not 

want any crime in his Precinct 
area, although he admitted Café 
Omar was not responsible for 
any crimes thus far,” he said.

“Officer Nelson further com-
mented that, if I do have an 
event, he will shut down the 
business and lock everyone 
in the establishment up,” he 
added. “I complied. NCO Nel-
son then said the precinct did 
not want us to have any major 
events until the following year. 
I complied.”

Stewart said he had sever-
al meetings with Nelson, who, 
he said, suggested that Stew-
art give him a list of all future 
events, “so that the precinct can 
assist me. I complied.”

In January last year, Stewart 
said he compiled a list of all the 
events for the month of January 
and February, and gave the list 
to NCO Nelson “in order to work 
with the 67th Precinct. 

Stewart said NCO Nelson 
“assured me that everything is 
ok.” 

During his first event on Jan. 
28 last year, Stewart said offic-
ers entered Café Omar, went 
directly to the bar and asked for 
the name on the list that was 
presented to NCO Nelson. 

Ex-councilman: NYPD harasses me, files lawsuit

Dr. Kendall Stewart. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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By Vinette K. Pryce
The United States Postal Service 

added to their perpetual one-priced 
collection of iconic Americans during 
a Black History Month 2018 celebra-
tion at Symphony Space by unveiling 
the 41st Black Heritage Forever Stamp 
which bears the image of Lena Horne, 
three-time Grammy-winning singer, 
Broadway performer, and Hollywood 
star.

In a ceremony attended by Horne’s 
daughter, Gail Lumet Bucklet, the 
USPS heralded the life and legacy of 
“a woman who used her platform as a 
renowned entertainer to become a pro-
lific voice for civil rights advancement 
and gender equality,” Deputy Postmas-
ter General Ronald Stroman said.

Horne began her career at the famed 
Cotton Club in Harlem and later moved 
to the West Coast where she signed 
a long-term Hollywood contract with 
MGM studios. She starred in numerous 
movies, including “Cabin In The Sky,” 
and “Stormy Weather.”

She made her Broadway debut in 
1934 in “Dance With Your Gods,” and 
also appeared in “Jamaica” and “Tony & 
Lena Sings” alongside Tony Bennett.

She received a Special Tony Award 
and a Drama Desk Award for Outstand-
ing Leading Actress in a Musical for her 
1981 solo show, “Lena Horne: The Lady 
and Her Music.”

As an activist, Horne entertained at 
camps for Black military men during 
World War II and advocated for Japa-
nese Americans against discriminatory 
housing after the war. 

The Brooklyn-born talent worked 
with Eleanor Roosevelt to pass anti-
lynching legislation, performed at 
civil rights rallies throughout the 
1960s, and walked in the 1963 March 
on Washington. 

Lena 
Horne gets 
stamp of 
approval

By Alexandra Simon
Black History Month was cel-

ebrated at City Hall on Feb. 15. 
The City Council’s Black, Latino 
and Asian Caucus hosted the cul-
turally-themed event. Three people 

were awarded with proclamations at 
the celebration. The honorees were 
former councilman Archie Spigner, 
the founder of the Mind Builders 
Creative Arts Center, Madaha Kin-
sey-Lamb, and clergyman Melvin 

Faulkner.
Other highlights of the event were 

taken by young saxophonist, Ashley 
Keiko and students and members of 
Edge School of the Arts and Joe’s 
Music Center and Performing Arts.

City Hall celebrates 
Black History Month 

Honoree Melvin Faulkner was awarded at the celebration.  Photo by Zoe Freilich

Lena Horne postage stamp.

Moving in history: The Edge School of the Arts performing “Four Little 
Girls,” at the Black History Month celebration at City Hall on Feb. 15.  
 Photo by Zoe Freilich

Ashley Keiko plays her saxophone at 
the Black History Month Celebration 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall 
on the evening of Thursday, Feb. 15, 
2018.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Our mission 
is to prepare 
students for 

academic 
and life-long 

success through 
a rigorous 

and relevant 
academic 
program.

 

LA CIMA ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL
RD

2015 NATIONAL SCHOOL OF CH AR ACTER

Contact us to schedule a tour and apply now: www.lacimacharterschool.org/Apply
Contact: Juan Serraty, Recruitment and Outreach Associate 

Tel: (718) 443-2136 ext. 1024 admissions@lacimacharterschool.org

APPLY 
TODAY!

We are now 
accepting 

applications for 
grades K-5 for the 
2018-2019 school 

year! Apply by 
Friday, March 

23rd, 2018 to be 
included in the 

lottery.  
C A R E

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

Our young people should engage 
with black history in thoughtful, age-
appropriate ways, throughout their 
time as students. Black history pro-
vides a panoply of avenues across 
subject areas for K-12 students to 
explore, intersecting with social stud-
ies, English language arts, perform-
ing and visual arts, and more. I have 
every confidence that the Board of 
Regents and educators across various 
disciplines can successfully weave the 
richness of black history and New 
York’s unique place in black history 
into school curricula.

A crossroads for the world, New 
York’s Black History intersects with 
experiences of the Afro-Caribbean 
community, the Afro-Latino commu-
nity, and the entire African diaspora. 
Under the provisions of my black his-
tory in schools proposal, the Board 
of Regents would be responsible for 
determining how Black History is 
best incorporated into students’ stud-
ies.

Sociologists point to the black 
experience being underrepresented 
overall in media, missing stories alto-
gether, exaggeration of negative por-
trayals, and providing positive por-

trayals within only a narrow scope. 
These broader facts have consequenc-
es for young peoples’ development, 
self-esteem, expectations, and what 
figures are even available as role 
models. Requiring black history in 
schools is not a silver bullet, but it 
marks an important further develop-
ment in chipping away at stultifying 
boundaries to opportunities.

I invite the public to join in sup-
port of an holistic effort to think 
about black history and participate in 
embracing a curriculum recognizing 
New York’s unique place in black his-
tory. New York is blessed with a rich 
variety of institutions that can con-
tribute to making this inclusive move 
a success, the Weeksville Heritage 
Center in Brooklyn, the Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture 
in Harlem, and all our museums, 
libraries, and numerous institutions 
of higher education can make valu-
able contributions to this effort.

This broader integration of black his-
tory into our schools is as important to 
our future as the coding and computer 
science those middle school students 
learned at Medgar Evers College. Such a 
curriculum leaves the boundaries of the 
schoolhouse and will help bolster New 
York students’ college- and career-read-
iness, engaging them, sharpening their 
skills, and preparing them for the diverse 
and dynamic communities they will lead 
their lives in.

Jesse Hamilton is a state senator rep-
resenting Brooklyn’s 20th district. On 
Twitter @SenatorHamilton.

Black History 
in schools

Continued from Page 10 

Prime Minister of Jamaica, Michael 
Manley, “The West Indies are Third 
World countries, but we belong and are 
in the first World of Cricket.” Cricket 
is not only a religion in the Carib-
bean, but it best defines the region in 
the highest context. Regional political 
integration has followed cricket as a 
unifying and defining force.

In a deeper psychological and his-
torical context, a West Indian crick-
eter’s artistry and flamboyance is 
the product of the post-colonial era, 
where the psyche is the celebration 
and liberation from the bondages of 
imperialism and colonialism. It is a 
celebration of freedom. Our glorious 
successes lift marginalized people 
from our daily burdens, and takes us 
to flights of pride over our collective 
achievements, living in the ecstat-
ic comfort of the superlatives that 
always follow.

What cricket means to the typi-
cal Caribbean kid is best summa-
rized by Nobel Laureate, Sir V. S. 
Naipaul, in The Middle Passage, pg. 
44, “Cricket has always been more 
than a game in Trinidad. In a soci-
ety which demanded no skills and 
offered no rewards to merit, cricket 
was the only activity which permitted 
a man to grow to his full stature and 
to be measured against international 
standards… The cricketer was our 

only hero-figure.”
Cricket is simply the lifeblood of 

the Caribbean, and our greatest adhe-
sive force. C.L.R. James, the renowned 
cricket scholar, in his work Cricket in 
West Indian Culture, at pg. 119 aptly 
noted, “From its beginning to this 
day cricket in the West Indies has 
expressed with astonishing fidelity 
the social relations of the islands.” In 
his seminal work, Beyond a Bound-
ary, James puts cricket in perspec-
tive when he wrote, “Cricket is first 
and foremost a dramatic spectacle. It 
belongs with the theatre, ballet, opera 
and the dance.”

Caribbean kids are still inspired 
to become world famous like Sir 
Garfield Sobers, Sir Learie Constan-
tine, George Headley, Sir Frank Wor-
rell, Brian Lara, Sir Viv Richards, 
Rohan Kanhai and other enduring 
West Indian icons so revered around 
the cricketing globe. They are the 
very embodiment of the West Indian 
dream, and inspirational figures.

In fact, sportsmanship and profes-
sionalism were intrinsic parts of a 
cricketer’s development as his ability 
to flick the ball off the legs, late cut 
or hook a bouncer off the eyebrows. 
They prepared the Caribbean person 
to take his or her place amongst the 
best in the world, as so many have 
done academically, in sports, and in 
every facet of life and endeavor itself.

Cricket inspires Carib kids
Continued from Page 10 
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Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 

B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy
By Vinette K. Pryce

Sir Hilary Beckles, chairman of the 
Caribbean Reparation Commission will 
keynote an address billed “Exploring 
the Caribbean Diaspora” on Feb. 24 at 
SUNY State College.

During his presentation, the Barba-
dian, historian, cricketer and knight 
also acclaimed for being vice chancel-
lor at the University of the West Indies 
(UWI) is expected to shed some light 
on the magnitude and might of immi-
grants from the region whose impact 
he is convinced has not been fully 
exploited.

Revered for presenting a 10-point 
plan on reparations, Beckles is reputed 
for delving into a myriad of topics dur-
ing his discussions.

“His work has covered a variety of 
areas within the broader topic of Afro-
Caribbean history with works covering 
early slave rebellions in Barbados, the 
role of women in the slave trade, and 
the greater effects of colonialism on 
present Barbadian society,” Wikipedia 
states.

“Other works have focused more spe-
cifically on Barbadian history, includ-
ing education, telecommunications, the 
labor movement, and sporting culture” 
primarily the game of cricket which he 

has opined about in essays and papers.
Reportedly, Beckles was the driving 

force behind the establishment of the 
Centre for Cricket Research at the Cave 
Hill campus of UWI in 1994.

 Following his keynote address, he 
will be joined by panelists and faculty 
members Nadine Wedderburn, SUNY 
Empire, Schenectady, Rosalind Octo-
ber-Edun, SUNY Empire, Brooklyn and 
Lear Matthews, SUNY Empire, Man-
hattan to discuss the community’s rel-
evant concerns of immigrant organi-
zations, pondering Caribbean identity 
— at home and abroad, and adjust-
ment issues of Caribbean immigrants 
in the diaspora. Presented by the Black 
Male Initiative, the exploration begins 
at 12:30 pm at SUNY State College, 325 
Hudson St. 3rd Floor. 

Sir Hilary, SUNY to explore 
‘The Caribbean Diaspora’

Sir Hilary Beckles. 
 Photo by George Alleyne



24    Caribbean Life, Feb. 23–Mar. 1, 2018 BQ

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 01 8 

( 21 2 )  2 2 0 -1 2 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

Hebrew Language Academy schools are diverse, dual language 
public charter schools that teach Modern Hebrew to children of 
all backgrounds and prepare them to be successful global citizens. 
 
We offer a rigorous curriculum with courses in Modern Hebrew, 
English language arts, math, science, social studies, Israel studies, 
art, music, physical education, chess, and more.

Exceptional Hebrew Public Schools in Brooklyn!

Apply by April 1st at:

HEBREWPUBLIC.ORG/APPLY
For questions: Keciah Bailey, 

admissions@hebrewpublic.org 
or 212-792-6236.

Our schools are tuition-free, open to all and located in two campuses:

2186 Mill Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

Accepting applications for K-6
Lottery: 4/12

Accepting applications for K-2
Lottery: 4/10

1870 Stillwell Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11223

HLA and HLA2 are part of the Hebrew Public network of schools.

By Nelson A. King
A prominent Vincentian designer in 

Brooklyn two Saturdays ago sprang a 
big surprise on her retired nurse moth-
er by hosting her 68th birthday bash at 
their East Flatbush home.

Zulema George, who owns AK Cou-
ture Boutique & Beauty Bar on Church 
Avenue in Brooklyn, invited a few close 
relatives and friends to share in the 
surprise celebration for her mom, Edna 
George, who retired in 2010 as a nurse 
from the then St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Brooklyn. 

“It wasn’t a milestone birthday, but 
it was very important for me to put this 
together,” Zulema told Caribbean Life. 
“Every year, we either take her out to 
dinner, or dad takes her away.  

“This year, with her just coming back 
from St. Vincent and the Grenadines, I 
knew she wasn’t expecting much; so, I 
saw it as the opportune time to have a 
surprise dinner party,” Zulema added. 
“And I am so glad that I did. Her expres-
sion when everyone yelled ‘surprise’ was 
priceless. And that alone made it all 
worthwhile.  

“She is a superb mom and friend, and 
she deserves the best,” Zulema continued.  
“Happy birthday again to the best mother 
in the world!”

Edna, who averts the spotlight, 
declined to be interviewed, but her Vin-
centian-born husband of 48 years, Auton 
“Frankie” George, a retired accountant 
and economist, furnished information 
after the lavish celebration that com-
prised good food, drinks and dancing to 
the sounds of a popular Vincentian DJ in 
Brooklyn, SupaEyes.

Frankie said Edna Robertha George, 

née McDonald, was born in the interior 
village of Gomea in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, the fifth child of Marian and 
Cornelius McDonald.

As a youth, Frankie said Edna always 
aspired to being a nurse.

“So, on graduation from high school, 
and after a cursory stint with teaching, 
she took and passed the exam to attend 
nursing school in Kingstown [the Vin-
centian capital] at the now Milton Cato 
Memorial Hospital [formerly Colonial 
Hospital],” he said. “Through hard work 
and dedication, she progressed through 
the ranks to the title of Staff Nurse.”

But realizing that she needed to expand 
her nursing knowledge and skills, and 
that these were not entirely possible in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Frankie, a 
former master at the St. Vincent [and the 
Grenadines] Grammar School, said Edna 
migrated to Toronto, Canada, where she 
worked at Toronto Western Hospital.

In Toronto, Frankie and Edna, who had 
dated while in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, re-united. Frankie, at the time, 
was studying at Memorial University in 
Newfoundland on a Canadian Common-
wealth Scholarship. Frankie and Edna 
got married in 1970 after Frankie gradu-
ated from Memorial University.  

A year later, after Frankie completed 
a post graduate degree in economics at 
York University in Toronto, the Georges 
returned to St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines. Frankie said he had to fulfill his 
obligation to the Vincentian government, 
which had offered him the scholarship.

He said Edna returned to the hospital, 
where she was initially trained, as a Staff 
Nurse, and that, in 1973, their only child, 
Zulema, was born.  

Retired nurse surprise 
68th birthday bash

Birthday girl Edna George (center) with husband, Frankie, and their daugh-
ter, Zulema. Photo by Nelson A. King
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2012 NISSAN 
ALTIMA S ............................. Buy For

$8,995
Stk #2870, 4 cyl, auto, 80,789 mi.
2012 VOLKSWAGEN  
JETTA   ...............................Buy For

$10,995
Stk #U5736, 4 cyl, manual, 64,048 mi. 
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 
2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
MURANO SL AWD  .......... Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2619, V6, auto, Silver, 40,427 mi.
2012 TOYOTA     
HIGHLANDER SE AWD  Buy For

$20,999
Stk #2829, V6, auto, 31,000 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
PATHFINDER SV ............. Buy For

$21,995
Stk #2805, V6, auto, 18,165 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND .......................... Buy For

$28,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2011 BUICK   
ENCLAVE CX AWD   ..... Buy For

$11,995
Stk #U5733, V6, auto, black, 47,537 mi.

2015 NISSAN   
ROGUE S AWD   ...........Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2856, 4 cyl, auto, gray, 50,545 mi.

2015 INFINITI  
Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For

$21,995
Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  
Q50 AWD ..................... Buy For

$23,995
Stk #U5731, V6, auto, black, nav, 16,009 mi.  

2015 INFINITI  
Q70 AWD ..................... Buy For

$27,995
Stk #2867, V6, auto, blue, nav, 45,535 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD ..................Buy For

$29,995
Stk #2877, V6, auto, black, nav, 38,200 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX70 AWD ................... Buy For

$31,995
Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

UBER SPECIAL

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA 

S

2016 TOYOTA                           

HIGHLANDER 
XLE AWD

Stk #U5732, V6, auto, black, 41,533 mi.

$25,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/23/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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'15 HONDA ACCORD'17 NISSAN SENTRA



Caribbean Life, Feb. 23–Mar. 1, 2018 29  BQ

CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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The benefi ts of seeking 
professional treatment for 
erectile dysfunction may 
seem obvious to both the 
patient and his partner. But 
what many men don’t real-
ize is that a thorough evalu-
ation of this condition can 
uncover serious threats to 
their health.

Dr. Vitaly Raykhman, 
leading urologist of the Ac-
cord Physicians Prostate 
Center in Sheepshead Bay 
along with Dr. Yuly Chalik, 
says that millions of men 
in the United States suffer 
from erectile dysfunction. 
Typically, he said, the man 
can’t perform at all or is not 
satisfi ed with his sexual 
performance. The dysfunc-
tion can surface at any age, 
but it is more common in 
men 50 years old or older.

The problem can be psy-
chological or the impotence 
may be caused by physi-
ological abnormalities. In 
such cases, he said, the dys-
function may be related to 

diabetes or an indication 
of even more serious con-
ditions. A series of clinical 
tests done at the Urologic 
Institute can help doctors 
determine the reason of im-
potence.

“It is important that 
men who are experiencing 
this problem be promptly 
and properly evaluated by a 
urologist.”

Erectile dysfunction, he 
stressed, can be an early in-
dicator of “metabolic syn-
drome,” a name given to a 
group of factors that raise 
the risk for heart disease 
and other health threats, 
including heart attack and 
stroke.

“The fact that they are 
bringing this problem into 
their consciousness can 
give a physician several 
years of lead time in head-
ing off these far more se-
rious medical problems,” 
said Dr. Raykhman. “Could 
a visit to a urologist indi-
rectly save a patient’s life? 
Absolutely.”

A skilled urologist can 
slow the progress of the 
dysfunction and with the 
proper treatment most pa-
tients can regain a more 
satisfying sexual experi-
ence.

Although surgery is 
sometimes necessary, “it’s 
the last resort.” Changes 
in lifestyle can often re-
verse the effects of erectile 
dysfunction. These include 
exercise, improvements 
in diet, and a reduction in 
smoking and alcohol in-
take.  Erectile dysfunction 
can often be treated with 
medications such as Cialis, 
Viagra, Levitra or hormone 
therapy. 

Dr. Raykman stressed 
that because an erection is 
a vascular event, erectile 
dysfunction needs to be 
taken seriously.

Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center is equipped to 
give patients a thorough 
evaluation and offers a wide 
range of treatment options.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Erectile Dysfunction — more than a quality of life problem!

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
NEW LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATION IN BROOKLYN: 

(718) 878-3523
www.AccordMD.com

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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¡ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO!
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Flexible Hours: Full Time, Part Time, 
Live In
Weekly Paycheck & Direct Deposit 
      Competitive Pay
      Overtime Pay
      Holiday Pay
      Vacation Pay
Free Medical
Free Dental
Free Vision
Free Life & Accident Insurance
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tiempo, casos de 24 horas
Sueldo semanal y depósito directo
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Aplicaciones: 
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Applications: 
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117 Church Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Tel. 718-854-8783 ext 166

89-36 Sutphin Blvd, Suite 310
Jamaica, NY 11435
Tel. 347-899-4565

BROOKLYN
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By Azad Ali
Two soca legends Machel Montano 

and Austin “Superblue” Lyons have cap-
tured the 2018 Trinidad and Tobago 
Road March title.

Their collaboration “Soca Kingdom” 
was played 336 times compared to Iwer 
George’s “Savannah” followed by Patrice 
Roberts’ Sweet Fuh So.”

Machel has now won the Road March 
title nine times, surpassing Sparrow 
(Slinger Francisco) who has eight wins.

SuperBlue is now a 10-time Road 
March winner with this collaboration 
and he is tied with the grandmaster, 
Lord Kitchener (Aldwyn Roberts).

Meanwhile Ronnie & Cairo did it 
again this year, scoring a hat-trick 
with their presentation, Life’s Check-
ered Board,” to capture the 2018 Large 
Band of the Year title.

The band also captured its fifth Large 
Band title for Downtown (Port of Spain) 
competition.

Speaking to the media after McIn-
tosh said when the band started in 
2008 the aim was not to win titles but 
to provide an unforgettable experience 
for its players.

In the Medium Band category K2K 
Alliance and Partners with their por-
trayal We Stand United took first 
place, while Republic Bank Exodus 

Steel Orchestra placed second with 
the Peter-Minshall-designed The Eyes 
of God.

In the other major competitions, Aron 
Voice St Louis’ won the International 
Soca Monarch competition on Fantastic 
Friday at the Queen’s Park Savannah, 
Port of Spain while Helon Francis is the 
new 2018 National Calypso Monarch. 

Soca legends win Trinidad & 
Tobago’s Road March title

Trinidadian soca performer Machel 
Montano, right with microphone, 
sings during the Scotiabank Toronto 
Caribbean Carnival grand parade in 
Toronto. 
 Giordano Ciampini / The Canadian Press via 

Associated Press
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

By Nelson A. King
The Barbados-based Carib-

bean Tourism Organization 
(CTO) says the catastrophic 
hurricanes that devastated 
some Caribbean destinations 
last September slowed down 
tourism’s progress but did not 
stop it.

Ryan Skeete, the CTO’s act-
ing director of research, said on 
Thursday, at a news conference 
streamed to a global audience, 
that the Caribbean reached the 
30 million-mark in stay-over 
arrivals for the first time ever 
last year, even as the region 
battled the effects of hurricanes 
Irma and Maria, as well as Hur-
ricane Harvey, which lashed 
parts of the United States, the 
Caribbean’s primary market.

In addition, there was record 
spend by visitors, who contrib-
uted US$37 billion to Carib-
bean economies during the 
12-month period, up 2.6 per-
cent over 2016, Skeete said.

The tourism researcher said 
that stay-over arrivals were on 
track for a strong performance 

during the first-half of 2017, 
growing by an estimated 4.8 
percent.

But he said growth was cur-
tailed in the second half of 
the year by the storms, which 
were largely responsible for 1.7 
percent drop between July and 
December.

“These outcomes resulted 
in an overall increase of 1.7 
percent in 2017, making it the 
eighth consecutive year of 
growth, albeit slower than the 
average global growth rate of 
6.7 percent,” Skeete said. 

The CTO official said that 
strong economic performance 
in the main markets helped 
spur the region’s perform-
ance, with some destinations 
recording strong double-digit 
growth, although the hurri-
cane-affected countries were 
down between seven per cent 
and 18 per cent.

The United States contin-
ued to be the primary market, 
growing by about 0.5 percent to 
reach an estimated 14.9 million 
visits to the region due mainly 

to solid economic growth, low 
unemployment and high con-
sumer confidence; while the 
Canadian market rebounded 
strongly, recording a 4.3 per-
cent increase in arrivals, com-
pared to a decline of 3.1 percent 
in 2016, Skeete said.

However, he said it was the 
European market that record-
ed the strongest growth rate, 
increasing by 6.2 percent to 5.8 
million visitors, with the Unit-
ed Kingdom up by 2.9 percent 
to 1.3 million.

Skeete said the increase in 
arrivals was not reflected in 
hotel occupancy, which fell 
by 1.2 percent, according to 
STR (formerly Smith Travel 
Research), a US company that 
tracks supply and demand data 
for the hotel industry. 

However, Skeete said both 
average daily rate and revenue 
per available room recorded 
increases, though slightly. 

“Notably, the hotel perform-
ance indicators excluded most 
of the hurricane-impacted des-
tinations at this time, due to 

the disruption in operations 
caused by the hurricanes,” he 
said.

The cruise sector also set a 
new high of 27 million passen-
gers, 2.4 percent higher than 
2016, despite the hurricanes.

“The cruise passenger per-
formance mirrors the perform-
ance of tourist arrivals, as it 
grew strongly by 4.6 percent in 
the first half of 2017, but con-
tracted marginally — by 0.4 

percent — in the second half 
of the year. Indeed, cruise pas-
senger arrivals fell dramatically 
in September by some 20 per 
cent. However, growth resumed 
in October, which saw a two per 
cent increase,” Skeete said. 

The CTO said the economic 
conditions are expected to be 
favorable for further growth in 
2018, predicting growth of 2 to 
3 percent in both stay-over and 
cruise arrivals. 

Caribbean hits 30 million 
mark in stay-over visitors

The newly restored Magens Bay Park in St. Thomas shown 
from above on Thursday, Dec. 7 following major restoration 
efforts made by Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd., Magens Bay 
Authority and USVI Department of Tourism following Hur-
ricane Irma. People walk at Magens Bay Beach, Thursday, 
Dec. 7, 2017 in St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands.  
 Ricardo Arduengo / Associated Press for Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd.

By Bert Wilkinson
Government has started to move 

additional troops to the western border 
with Venezuela to deal with criminal 
activity involving heavily armed Ven-
ezuelan gangs crossing the border, har-
assing locals for food and money and 
engaging generally in lawless activities 
officials said at the weekend.

State Minister Joseph Harmon said 
government had noted complaints from 
local intelligence committees in several 
border communities about members of 
a so-called “sindicato gangs” crossing 
over into border districts of the Carib-
bean community nation and shaking 
down locals for items which are in 
short supply in crisis-hit Venezuela.

President David Granger flew to 
Whitewater Village near the border on 
Friday and expressed concerns about 
the situation, saying that the intel-
ligence committees had written him 
complaining about an increase in crim-
inal activities mostly involving “sindi-
cato gang” members. He said authori-
ties have acted quickly to deal with the 
matter.

Regional Chairman Brentnol Ashley 
said officials are aware that the gangs 
have murdered at least two Guyanese in 
the past three months and have robbed 

and mugged dozens of others crossing 
the border back into Guyana on sev-
eral occasions in addition to creating 
fear in communities. These including 
Guyanese families who had been living 
in Venezuela for years while returning 
home because of the economic crisis.

“So we asked for the help from the 
government. In one case, the police 
had to ask some armed Venezuelan 
soldiers to peacefully go back home. 
They had come for food. They complied 
without any incident,” he said.

Granger, a retired army general who 
won elections in 2015, skirted around 
simmering tensions between Guyana 
and Venezuela linked to their decades-
old border dispute telling a town hall 
meeting at Whitewater that he wanted 
them to live without fear but reminded 
them that they are on the frontline in 
relation to Venezuela.

“We want to make sure that you are 
safe and I’m here because I’m concerned 
about your safety. I’m here because 
I don’t want anybody to attack you. I 
don’t want anybody to hurt you. I don’t 
want crimes to be committed against 
you,” he said.  The military presence is 
intended to neutralise any illegal activ-
ity and provide a 24 hour guard system 
to ensure maximum security,” he said.

Guyana moves more troops 
to Venezuelan border
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C olorectcal cancer is the third most 
commonly diagnosed cancer in 
both the United States and Can-

ada. So say the American Cancer Soci-
ety and the Canadian Cancer Society, 
who project nearly 60,000 Americans 
and Canadians will lose their lives to 
colorectal cancer in 2014 alone.

Though many risk factors for col-
orectal cancer, including age, hered-
ity and racial and ethnic background, 
are beyond an individual’s control, 
that does not mean people are help-
less to reduce their risk for this poten-
tially deadly disease. Maintaining or 
adopting a healthy lifestyle can reduce 
a person’s risk of developing various 
cancers, and colorectal cancer is no ex-
ception. The following are a few ways 
adults can reduce their chance of devel-
oping colorectal cancer.

Get screened. As is the case with 
many cancer treatments, colorectal 
cancer treatments are much more ef-
fective when cancer is detected and 
treated early. Colorectal cancer screen-
ings help fi nd polyps before they be-
come cancerous. In addition, people 
may not immediately associate symp-
toms of colorectal cancer with the dis-
ease, instead thinking such symptoms 
are indicative of a less serious illness 
or condition. Screenings can not only 
determine if those symptoms are a re-
sult of colorectal cancer but also fi nd 
colorectal cancer before such symp-
toms even develop. Screenings and 
screening guidelines vary depend-
ing on the individual, as people with 
a higher than average risk for the dis-
ease may be told to start receiving an-

nual screenings before they turn 50, 
which is the age when people are told 
to receive such screenings regardless 
of their backgrounds.

Reconsider your diet. Adopting 
a healthier diet is another way many 
men and women can reduce their risk 
for colorectal cancer. Red meat is a 
great source of many nutrients, includ-
ing protein, iron and zinc. But studies 
have shown that a diet high in red meat 
increases a person’s risk for colorectal 
cancer, which may be due to chemicals  
known as nitrites forming when meat 
is digested or processed. In addition, 
the CCS notes that red meat contains 
higher amounts of heme iron than 
white meat. That’s signifi cant, as heme 
iron has been shown to cause dam-
age to the innermost layer of the colon 
wall, which is known as the mucosa. 
A diet without much red or processed 
meats, which are those preserved by 
curing, smoking or salting, can lower 
one’s risk for colorectal cancer.

Cut back on alcohol consump-

tion. The International Agency on 
Cancer Research notes that there is 
suffi cient evidence linking alcohol con-
sumption to colorectal cancer. Men and 
women who excessively consume alco-
hol may be at greater risk of colorectal 
cancer because such consumers tend to 
have low levels of folic acid in the body. 
Numerous studies have linked low lev-
els of folate to a higher risk of colorec-
tal cancer, and one study that exam-
ined the effects of folate defi ciency on 
mice concluded that folate defi ciency 
increased DNA damage by decreasing 
the expression of two genes involved 

in DNA damage by decreasing the ex-
pression of two genes involved in DNA 
repair. When consuming alcohol, men 
should stick to no more than two drinks 
per day while women who are not preg-
nant should limit their alcohol intake 
to one drink per day. Pregnant women 
should not consume alcohol.

Reduce exposure to heterocyclic 

amines and polycyclic aromatic hy-

drocarbons. Meat that is barbecued, 
fried, broiled, or cooked to well done 
can produce heterocyclic amines, or 
HCAs, and polycyclic aromatic hydro-
carbons, or PAHs, both of which have 
been found to cause changes in DNA 
that may increase cancer risk. Accord-
ing to the National Cancer Institute, 
HCAs form when amino acids, sugars 
and creatine react at high tempera-
tures, such as those necessary when 
frying foods or grilling over an open 
fl ame. PAHs, which also can be found 
in cigarette smoke and exhaust fumes 
from automobiles, form when fat and 
juices from meat grilled directly over 
an open fi re drip onto the fi re and cause 
fl ames, which contain PAHs that then 
adhere to the surface of the meat. To 
reduce exposure to HCAs and PAHs, 
avoid prolonged cooking times and di-
rect exposure of meat to an open fl ame 
or high heat source, fl ip meat often, dis-
card charred areas of meat before eat-
ing and never use meat drippings to 
make gravy.

Many risk factors for colorectal can-
cer are beyond an individual’s control, 
but men and women still can take steps 
to signifi cantly reduce their risk of de-
veloping this deadly disease.  

C olorectal (colon and rectal) 
cancer claims thousands of 
lives each and every year. 

Due to its widespread reach and 
ability to affect both men and 
women, the public should be-
come educated about the disease. 
Here’s a look at colorectal cancer 
by the numbers:

3: Colorectal cancer ranks as 
the third leading cause of cancer 
death in both men and women in 
the United States.

103,170: The number of new 
cases of colon cancer in the 
United States in 2012.

40,290: The number of new 
cases of rectal cancer in the 
United States in 2012.

23,300: The number of new 
cases of colorectal cancer in 
Canada in 2012.

63: The percentage of Cana-
dian men who will live for fi ve 
years after receiving a colorec-
tal cancer diagnosis.

1: The number, in millions, of 
U.S. colorectal cancer survivors.

20: The number of years the 
cases of colorectal cancer have 
been dropping steadily thanks to 
increased awareness and screen-
ing methods.

5: The number of feet in 
length of the average colon.

4: The number of sections in 
the colon, which include the as-
cending colon, transverse colon, 
descending colon, and sigmoid 
colon.

95: Percentage of colorectal 
cancers that are a type of can-
cer known as adenocarcinomas, 
which start in cells that form 
mucus for the colon.  

How to reduce your risk 
of colorectal cancer

Men and women can take small steps to reduce their risk of developing colorectal cancer — such as cutting down on alcoholic beverages and 
red meat.

Colorectal 
cancer 
by the 

numbers

Colorectal (colon and rectal) cancer 
claims thousands of men and wom-
en’s lives each and every year.
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
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As men and women know full well, cancer does 
not discriminate. Few and far between are those 
whose lives have not been touched by cancer in 

one form or another. Be it a personal battle with the 
disease or a connection via a friend, family member, 
coworker, or other acquaintance, nearly everyone 
can cite someone in their life who has battled a form 
of cancer.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, among cancers that affect both men and 
women, colorectal cancer is the second leading cause 
of cancer deaths in the United States, claiming the 
lives of more than 50,000 men and women in 2007. In 
Canada, a country with roughly one-10th the popula-
tion of the United States, the Canadian Cancer Soci-
ety reported that colorectal cancer was expected to 
claim the lives of nearly 9,000 Canadians in 2011.

Such fi gures illustrate the importance men and 
women must place on educating themselves about col-
orectal cancer and its symptoms and potential risk 
factors. First, however, it helps to understand just 
what colorectal cancer is and why it is so deadly:

What is colorectal cancer?
Colorectal cancer is cancer that starts in either 

the colon or the rectum, which make up the large in-
testine. Often referred to as colon cancer, colorectal 
cancer can begin anywhere in the large intestine and 
the majority of colorectal cancers begin as abnormal 
growths called polyps that develop inside the colon 
or rectum and become cancers over a long period of 
time.

Who gets colorectal cancer?
Colorectal cancer does not discriminate. In fact, 

of the roughly 53,000 cases of colorectal cancers re-
ported to the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services in 2007, there was a nearly equal split of 
cases between men and women, with men accounting 
slightly less than 800 more cases than women over 
that time.

Are there known causes of 
colorectal cancer?

Despite its prevalence, colorectal cancer can 

rarely be traced to a specifi c cause. According to the 
CDC, roughly 75 percent of colorectal cancers occur 
in people with no known risk factors. However, the 
following may increase a person’s risk of developing 
colorectal cancer:

• A personal or family history of colorectal polyps 
or colorectal cancer

• Infl ammatory bowel disease, such as ulcerative 
colitis or Crohn’s disease

In a very small percentage of colorectal cancer 
cases, the cause is linked to a genetic syndrome such 
as familial adenomatous polyposis or hereditary non-
polyposis colorectal cancer, also known as Lynch 
syndrome.

Are there symptoms of colorectal 
cancer?

Both colorectal polyps and colorectal cancer don’t 
always cause symptoms. This is especially true ini-
tially, when people could be living with polyps or 
cancer and not even know it. Such is the reason 
screenings for colorectal cancer, which should occur 
regularly when men and women reach age 50 are so 
important. But in some cases, the following symp-
toms may appear:

• Blood in or on your stool
• Persistent stomach pain or aches
• Inexplicable weight loss
Though causes of colorectal cancer aren’t always 

known, studies have shown exercise and maintaining 
a healthy weight can decrease risk. More information 
is available at www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal.  

Symptoms and risks for colorectal cancer

Men and women must educate themselves about colorectal 
cancer and its symptoms and potential risk factors.

Coffee compels many people to rise out 
of bed every morning. While indi-
viduals have many reasons to drink 

caffeinated beverages, the most notable 
is often the pep such beverages provide. 
But coffee, tea, and other caffeinated bev-
erages actually may provide additional 
benefi ts, including helping to fend off dis-
ease, including colorectal cancer.

The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that, in the United States, more 
than 95,000 new cases of colon cancer 
and 39,000 new cases of rectal cancer 
will be diagnosed in 2016. Colorectal 
cancer is the third most common can-
cer diagnosed in men and women. How-
ever, coffee may help reduce instances 
of colon cancer. 

A study titled “Coffee Consumption 
and the Risk of Colorectal Cancer,” which 
was published in the journal Cancer Ep-
idemiology, Biomarkers & Prevention, 
found that regular coffee consumption 
inversely correlates to colorectal cancer 
risk. Coffee has been identifi ed as a pro-
tective agent against colorectal cancer, as 
several of its components affect the physi-
ology of the colon and can make cancer-
ous cells less likely to take root there. The 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute 
also substantiates these claims. Frequent 
coffee consumption has been associated 
with a reduced risk of colorectal cancer 
in a number of case-control studies — for 
both men and women.

Drinking coffee may not only help 
keep cancer at bay, it may boost the sur-
vival rate from colon cancer, too. Infor-
mation from a study published in The 
Journal of Clinical Oncology stated that 
colon cancer patients who are heavy cof-
fee drinkers have a far lower risk of dy-
ing or having their cancer return than 
those who do not drink coffee. Signifi -
cant benefi ts start at two to three cups 
per day. People who consumed four cups 
of caffeinated coffee or more a day had 
half the rate of recurrence or death than 
non-coffee drinkers.

Other data indicates caffeine alone 
may not be behind the reduced cancer 
risks and rates — it may be the coffee 
itself. Researchers at the University of 
Southern California Norris Compre-
hensive Cancer Center of Keck Medicine 
found that decreased colorectal risk was 
seen across all types of coffee, both caf-
feinated and decaffeinated. According 
to Dr. Stephen Gruber, the author of the 
study, coffee contains many elements 
that contribute to overall colorectal 
health, which may explain coffee’s pre-
ventive properties. Caffeine and polyphe-
nol can act as antioxidants, limiting the 
growth of potential colon cancer cells. 
Melanoidins generated during the roast-
ing process have been thought to encour-
age colon mobility, and diterpenes may 
prevent cancer by enhancing the body’s 
defense against oxidative damage.

Coffee and colon health
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Dr. Melinda Keller of the 
Brooklyn Spine Center has 
been treating patients with 
chronic back pain for 36 years.

She has heard it all from 
patients who come to her as 
a last resort, after they have 
tried pills and injections. Yet, 
despite these treatments, they 
are still suffering. They can’t 
sit and do computer work for 
their jobs. They can’t bend to 
pick up their grandchildren. 
Many can’t sleep at night be-
cause the pain is excruciating. 
Their quality of life is so di-
minished, many consider sur-
gery to be their only option.

But Dr. Keller provides 
them with another alterna-
tive: non-surgical decom-
pression. She utilizes the 
DRX-9000 (pictured right), a 
state-of-the-art device that 
helps restore spinal discs 
back to optimal health. The 
machine gently stretches the 
spine so that pain subsides. 
As a result, pressure on the 
nerves is released. “It acceler-
ates the natural healing pro-
cess, and offers an effective 
alternative to risky spine sur-
gery, painful injections, and 
prescriptive medications,” 
says Dr. Keller.

The results are based on 
scientifi c evidence. “Post-
MRI results reveal actual 
physical improvement to 
the health of the spinal disc 
in approximately 90% of the 
cases,” says the doctor.

D.R.X. stands for Decom-
pression Reduction Extrac-
tion, and the DRX -9000 is 
the best quality and most re-
searched decompression de-
vice on the market, she says. 
The system is manufactured 
by Axiom Worldwide, and is 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion-approved. This technol-
ogy allows Dr. Keller to apply a 
controlled amount of traction 
to specifi c parts of the spine, 
gently easing the pressure off 
of patients’ injured discs. Keep-
ing discs healthy is important. 
“Discs are responsible for 
drawing fl uid from the body 
that carries nutrients and 
oxygen to the spine,” says Dr. 
Keller. “The spine needs these 
nutrients to stay strong.”

The procedure is non-

invasive, and patients do 
not feel any pain when un-
dergoing the treatment. The 
only thing they may feel is a 
gentle tug to the spine as the 
machine works to ease the 
symptoms associated with 
herniated discs, degenerative 
disc disease, and sciatica. 
While this is taking place, 
patients are lying comfort-
ably on top of the machine’s 
cushioned table. The treat-
ment takes place slowly and 
gradually, so that patients 
are relaxed and stress-free.

Some patients report feel-
ing a sense of relief right 
away, as the machine can of-
fer immediate relief to the 
pressure on their discs. Sev-
eral DRX-9000 treatments are 
usually needed to obtain last-
ing results. Dr. Keller will dis-
cuss the timeframe with each 
patient, outlining a treat-
ment plan that’s based on in-
dividual needs. Each session 
lasts about 45 minutes, pro-
viding time for the DRX-9000 
to lengthen and stretch the 
spine, as it reduces pressure 
to the nerves.

Good spinal health is essen-
tial, says the doctor, as it can 
mean the difference between 
staying active and being bed-
ridden. Some patients come 
into the offi ce, and they can 
barely walk. If left untreated, 
what will their spines be like 
when they age? “Half of all ba-
bies born in the year 2000 or 
later, can expect to live to be 100 
years old,” says Dr. Keller. “We 
are already living longer, but 
we have to live better.” Keeping 
our spines functioning at 100% 
prolongs quality of life.

More than 900 insurance 
companies cover chiroprac-
tic care, and the warm staff 
at the Brooklyn Spine Center 
will make a courtesy call on 
your behalf to see what your 
plan offers. The staff is com-
passionate, upbeat, easy-go-
ing, and available to help.

Brooklyn Spine Center 
[5911 16th Ave. between 59th 
and 60th streets in Borough 
Park, (718) 234-6200, www.
BrooklynSpineCenter.com]. 
Open Mondays – Thursdays, 9 
am – 7 pm; Fridays, 9 am – 2 
pm; Saturdays, 9 am – noon, 
by appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn Spine Center offering patients 
living with back pain a surgery-free option
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance.
When you have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, 

we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions 
for a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and 
size of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that 
they typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fi x for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively 
noninvasive procedure can restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating 
a seamless and beautiful smile. As a world class 
prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter has advanced training in 
the creation and replacement of dental implants. His 
goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the 
appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 
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Among cancers that affect both 
men and women, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 

identify colorectal cancer as the third 
most common cancer and the second-
leading cause of cancer-related deaths 
in the United States. 

Thousands of people receive a col-
orectal cancer diagnosis every year, 
but screening can help save lives. 
However, some people fear the screen-
ing process even more than the reality 
of cancer. A typical physical involves 
numerous tests, and while many are 
unpleasant, few elicit such strong 
negative feelings as a colonoscopy. A 
colonoscopy remains one of the best 
methods of examining areas of the rec-
tum, colon, and other parts of the intes-
tinal tract to detect abnormalities that 
indicate diseases such as cancer. Ac-
cording to the Mayo Clinic, a colonos-
copy should become part of routine 
checkups by age 50 in patients with-
out a family history of colon abnor-
malities. Doctors may advise earlier 
screenings for those at higher risk.

A colonoscopy can be awkward, but 
it is a common procedure that is rela-
tively safe. Understanding the process 
can alleviate some patients’ trepida-
tion. Your doctor will describe in de-
tail what can be expected, as it may 
vary from practitioner to practitioner. 
The following is a rundown of what 
people can expect when receiving a 
colonoscopy:

Preparation
Some have described colonoscopy 

preparation as the most unpleasant 
part of the procedure. In order to pro-
vide clear images of the interior of the 
colon, the colon needs to be completely 
empty. To achieve this, your doctor will 
prescribe a solution that will empty 
the bowels thoroughly. This solution 
is consumed over a certain period of 
time prior to the procedure and will 
draw fl uid into the colon to expel stool. 
Patients will need to stay near a bath-
room after consuming the solution, 
and this prep work may be repeated on 
the morning of the procedure.

In addition to the beverage, you 
will be advised to eat a clear diet for 
24 hours before the procedure. This 
means only clear broths and fl uids. 
Solid food is not allowed. Again, this 
is to ensure that the laxative does its 
job and there will be no obstructions 
in the colon.

Day of procedure
The majority of colonoscopy pro-

cedures are performed when the pa-
tient is under anesthesia. Therefore, 

patients will need to bring a friend or 
relative along to the medical center to 
drive or escort them home once the 
procedure is fi nished. 

Gastroenterologists typically per-
form the colonoscopy in a hospital or 
outpatient center. The anesthesiolo-
gist will meet with the patient to ex-
plain his or her role in the procedure. 
The doctor will once again explain 
the procedure, which involves the in-
sertion of a fl exible camera into the 
anus, to patients. The scope will travel 
through the colon slowly, looking for 
any abnormalities.

Patients can expect to lie on their 
sides on a gurney during the proce-
dure. Patients will be hooked to an in-
travenous line and various monitors 
will keep track of their pulse and oxy-
gen levels. Once the anesthesia is ad-
ministered, patients will quickly drift 
off, and this is when the doctor will be-
gin. After the procedure has been per-
formed, many people do not remember 
it and experience no pain.

Because air is pumped into the co-
lon to help the scope move unencum-
bered, patients can expect to feel some 
bloating and gas, but this should abate 
over time. Once the grogginess has 
worn off, you will be allowed to go 
home and enjoy a large lunch and fi ll 
your empty stomach.

Follow-up
The gastroenterologist may discuss 

the results of the colonoscopy right 
after the procedure or schedule a fol-
low-up appointment a few days after. 
Patients will be provided with ongo-
ing care information and recommen-
dations to improve colon health. A 
diet that includes more full-grain fi ber 
may be recommended.

Although a colonoscopy may not 
be an enjoyable procedure, it is vital 
to maintain health and a valuable tool 
for screening for cancer and other dis-
eases.  

Demystifying 
colonoscopies

Prior to a colonoscopy, your doctor will de-
scribe in detail what can be expected.
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DO YOU HAVE KNEE PAIN DUE TO OSTEOARTHRITIS?
Now you can GET FAST PAIN RELIEF!

Osteoarthritis is a degenerative, 
progressive disease. Ignoring 

its symptoms or modifying your 
lifestyle will not make it better

Knee pain is not an indicator for 
how far your OA of the Knee has 
progressed, as pain is different 

for each patient

Facts:

HEALTHQUEST IS NOW OFFERING FDA APPROVED TREATMENT OPTIONS 
FOR THOSE PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM KNEE PAIN WHICH HAS FAILED 

THE TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT STRATEGIES.
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect 
your family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the 
benefi ts and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Accessibility options 
for seniors
Partial list. More seminars will be added. 
Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

   Seminars will fi ll up.
   Reserve your spots now 
   at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
as of Feb. 20, 2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by February 28th

QUEENS
Sunday, March 11th

9:30 am – 2 pm
SHAARE TOVA EVENTS CENTER
8233 Lefferts Boulevard
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars 
and more than 50 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety 
of facilities, products and 
services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled 
trusts, legal advice, insurance 
options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care 
options, community wellness 
initiatives, and more. 



Caribbean Life, Feb. 23–Mar. 1, 2018 39  BQ

By Alexandra Simon
The stellar career of famed Calypso 

artist and social activist Harry Bela-
fonte will be celebrated in a musical 
tribute on his 91st birthday on March 
1 at City College Center for the Arts 
in Manhattan.

The concert at the arts center’s 
Aaron Davis Hall will be performed 
by members of the Belafonte Alumni 
Group — a group of more than a 
dozen members who performed with 
Belafonte at some point in their life-
time. Their show will feature a style 

of performance reminiscent of the 
days when the renowned vocalist still 
performed, said the group’s musical 
director.

“We’re going to plan the evening 
the way we used to when we per-
formed with Harry in rehearsal and 
on stage, so it’s going to be a per-
formance from our point of view 
and our experience with Harry,” said 
Richard Cummings.

He said the group will perform 
about 20 of Belafonte’s classic tunes, 
including “Day-O (Banana Boat 

song),” “Jamaica Farewell,” “Don’t 
Stop the Carnival,” and more, as 
well as some lesser-known songs that 
spoke to his social activism.

“We’re going to do a lot of fan-
friendly songs, but we’re also going 
to do some of his more poignant 
pieces of music that pointed out 
Harry’s self-responsibility to the arts, 
stage and theater,” said Cummings. 
“He was always on the cutting edge; 
we never really delved into that. We 
didn’t just do hangout music — we 

Concert to celebrate Belafonte on his birthday

Calypso legend and social activist Harry Belafonte is being honored with a concert on his 91st birthday on 
March 1 at Aaron Davis Hall at City College in Manhattan.  Associated Press / Steffi  Loos

Continued on Page 40

By Alexandra Simon
Philadelphia-based artist Watson Mere 

went viral last month for his artwork 
depicting Martin Luther King Jr. silenc-
ing President Trump. The idea for the 
one-year-old piece was generated during 
Trump’s inauguration, which came days 
after the holiday celebrating Dr. King. 
Mere said he wanted to frame an artwork 
surrounding the late activist, while also 
juxtaposing him to something.

“I wanted to do a Martin Luther King 
piece, however, I also wanted to highlight 
something current and the inauguration 
of Trump was also going on — and the 
two of them are such polar opposites with 

By Alexandra Simon
They’re back with the Motherland’s 

newest sounds.
The yearly music event celebrat-

ing the trendiest and popular sounds 
to come out of the African continent 
returns to Apollo Theater on March 3. 
The “Africa Now” concert spotlights 
African artists and the emerging sounds 
they are bringing to the African music 
scene. Organized by the famed theater 
and the World Music Institute, together 

Haitian artist 
spotlights 

social issues

Africa’s new 
trendy sounds

German and Nigerian singer Ayo, is 
one of the six artists that will per-
form at “Africa Now.”  Julien Mignot

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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Finesse
Bruno Mars & Cardi B

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Perfect
Ed Sheeran

How Long
Charlie Puth

Bad At Love
Halsey

Lights Down Low
MAX Feat. gnash

Him & I
G-Eazy & Halsey

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Let You Down
NF

Black Panther: The Album
Soundtrack

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Fifty Shades Freed
Soundtrack

Man Of The Woods
Justin Timberlake

Sleepwalkers
Brian Fallon

Crooked Shadows
Dashboard Confessional

Evidence
Elevation Collective

Always Ascending
Franz Ferdinand

Little Dark Age
MGMT

Presented by

wireless

2 Heartless
Moneybagg Yo

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

they are giving the stage to 
show, said the co-curator.

“The show is specifically 
about showcasing what is hap-
pening right now in African 
music, and the contemporary 
trends in African music,” said 
Par Neiburger, the artistic 
director of World Music Insti-
tute.

He says a show dedicated to 
what is in the now in African 
music, will help audiences that 
tend to imagine the more tradi-
tional-leaning music of Africa, 
with the current. 

“When one thinks about Afri-
can music that is internation-
al music or world music, often 
times that tends to lend itself to 
the traditional art forms or folk-
loric forms of African music,” 
said Neiburger. “Youssou N’Dour 
and Fela Kuti, — they are great 
artists but they are mostly play-
ing know for their traditional 
African music forms.”

But the show is designed to 
give people the experience of 
what Africans are listening to 
back home and who are the peo-
ple making those shifts in the 

various genres.
“On one hand you’ll get to 

know what are people in Africa 
listening to right now, and not 
from the western audience per-
ception, but what also artists are 
taking African music to new ter-
ritory,” he added.

Six bands and artists from 
various parts of the continent 
will be performing at the Pan-
African show — most of whom 
are artists exploring electron-
ic music. One in particular is 
South African deejay Black Cof-
fee, who will make his New York 
debut and a good choice to the 
lineup, said Neiburger.

did folk music and music from 
different countries.”

He says the show is going 
to cover the last two decades 
of Belafonte’s musical career, 
along with some earlier pieces.

“It’s going to be about 15 of 
us performing, and we’re going 
to touch on every era from 
1978 to all the way until when 
Harry stepped away from stage 
in 1998,” he said.

Cummings performed with 
Belafonte — who has Jamai-
can and Martiniquan roots 
— from the late 1970s, and 
became his musical director 
shorty after. He continued to 
perform with him until the 
1990s, and did shows with 
him on and off until the 
Calypso legend retired from 
stage performing. Cummings 
said that while Belafonte will 
not attend the March 1 con-
cert, he is thrilled about it 
and may make an appearance 
via video.

“We still talk and he’s very 
happy about this event and 
we may connect with him 
through Skype,” Cummings 
added. “I think that will be a 
nice touch for the audience.”

The musical director says 
the show will bring back mem-
ories to some of his biggest 
fans, and now is an appropri-
ate time to stage it.

“I think that in this atmos-
phere — especially for people 
of color but not exclusively 
— it’s important to know that 
Harry Belafonte not just an 
entertainer but a teacher and 
someone who admonished us 
to maintain our public out-
rage at the conditions that 
have been put upon many of 
us by government and soci-
ety,” Cummings said. “We 
didn’t just come to have fun, 
we did, but we came to teach 
folks and honor our upbring-
ing, and that’s important, 
because the state of art these 
days is suffering because we 
don’t understand out history.”

“Turn the World Around: 
The Music and Legacy of 
Harry Belafonte” at Aaron 
Davis Hall at the City College 
Center for the Arts [129 Con-
vent Avenue between W. 133rd 
and W. 135th streets in Man-
hattan, (212) 650-6900, www.
citycollegecenterforthearts.
org]. March 1 at 7:30 pm. $30 
($20 students and seniors).

CALYPSO TRIBUTE
Continued from Page 39 

Congolese singer and song-
writer Pierre Kwanders will 
also perform at ‘Africa Now’ 
concert. Iris Maenza

Africa
Continued from Page 39 their messages,” said Mere.

The work titled “My Broth-
er’s Keeper,” shows Dr. King 
covering the mouth of Presi-
dent Trump. 

It was revisited again in Jan-
uary, picking up a lot of trac-
tion after Trump made deroga-
tory comments about Haiti, El 
Salvador, and African nations. 

Being Haitian-Ameri-
can himself, he both thrilled 
people were noticing his art 
and shocked by the Trump’s 
remarks.

“I usually don’t allow any-
thing he says to bother me any 
type of way because he’s a troll 
but that was one I couldn’t 
brush off my shoulder — espe-
cially because he said it around 
the time people were remem-
bering the earthquake,” said 
Mere. “He said it with no kind 
of remorse. Almost 300,000 
people died and those were the 
comments he made around 
earthquake anniversary.”

He said the reaction was 
unexpected but rewarding 
when he considers what he 
thinks of during his produc-
tivity.

“It was a surreal moment 
for me,” said Mere. “A lot of 
people just see the finished 
product, but when you have 
this idea in your head, and 
you’re going through the 
process of creating — you’re 
not thinking about that.”

But he adds that seeing 
how well it was received has 
only driven him to explore 
more social messages in his 
art, and he is most proud of 
this work. 

“I didn’t know people eve-
rywhere would like it but I’m 
really happy it resonated espe-
cially in these times we are 
in,” he said.

His creative inspirations are 
renowned Haitian artist Hec-
tor Hyppolite and Jean Michel 
Basquiat, who was of Puerto 
Rican and Haitian descent. He 
said their art inspired him as 
a Caribbean man to continue 
producing work, particularly 
Basquiat.

“He really inspired me to 
pursue art — he grew up like 
me, we had the same and 
similar culture and I look at 
how far I am and they opened 
doors,” said Mere.

Social issues in art
Continued from Page 39 

The performance will be led by members of the Belafonte 
Alumni Group, which comprises musicians and singers who 
once performed with Belafonte. Associate Press / Tobias Schwarz
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By Kam Williams
Chadwick Boseman has 

already made quite a career out 
of portraying a variety of promi-
nent African-Americans, from 
football star Floyd Little (The 
Express), to baseball great Jackie 
Robinson (42), to Godfather of 
Soul James Brown (Get on Up) 
to U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall (Marshall). 
The versatile actor’s efforts have 
been appreciated by the NAACP 
which has seen fit to nominate 
him for five Image Awards.

Although Black Panther is 
a fictional character, the role 
is ostensibly of no less signifi-
cance than the historical fig-
ures Chadwick has played in the 

past. That’s because black kids 
have rarely had a superhero that 
looks like them to root for, even 
in Africa, where the Lord of the 
Jungle, Tarzan, was white, too.

Consequently, advance ticket 
sales for this Afrocentric ori-
gins tale have been through the 
roof, and I’m happy to report 
that audiences will not be disap-

pointed. For, the film not only 
features a dignified protagonist 
and a socially-relevant plotline, 
but it’s also a worthy addition to 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
franchise.

The picture was directed 
by Ryan Coogler (Creed) who 
made the most of his $200 mil-
lion budget, between visually-

captivating special effects and 
an A-list cast which includes 
Academy Award-winners For-
est Whitaker (for The Last 
King of Scotland) and Lupita 
Nyong’o (for 12 Years a Slave), 
Oscar-nominee Angela Bassett 
(for What’s Love Got to Do 
with It), as well as Michael B. 
Jordan, Daniel Kaluuya and 

Sterling K. Brown.
At the point of departure, we 

learn that in ancient times the 
five tribes of Africa went to war 
over vibranium, a meteorite 
which imbues its holder with 
superhuman powers. Fast-for-
ward to the present and we 
find T’Challa (Boseman) being 
summoned home to the fic-
tional nation of Wakanda to 
assume the reins of power in 
the wake of the passing of 
his father, King T’Chaka (John 
Kani).

Complicating matters is the 
fact that a number of other war-
riors covet the throne and that 
a South African arms smug-
gler (Andy Serkis) is trying 
to get his hands on some vib-
ranium. Not to worry. T’Challa 
has a capable CIA agent (Mar-
tin Freeman) and a trio of loyal 
females on his side in his 16- 
year-old sister (Letitia Wright), 
his ex-girlfriend (Nyong’o) and 
a two-fisted bodyguard (Danai 
Gurira).

What ensues is an edge of 
the seat roller coaster ride 
every bit as entertaining as any 
Spider-Man, Wonder Woman 
or other superhero adventure. 
Simply ‘Marvel’-ous!

“Black Panther”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for pervasive 
violent action sequences 
and a rude gesture
Running time: 134 min-
utes
Production Studios: Mar-
vel Studios / Walt Disney 
Pictures
Distributor: Walt Disney 
Studios Motion Pictures

Boseman rises to the occasion as Marvel Superhero

Chadwick Boseman stars as a super hero in “Black Panther” directed by Ryan Coogler.
 www.rottentomatoes.com

Curvature (Unrated) 
Sci-fi thriller about a 
scientist (Lyndsy Fon-
seca) who travels back 
in time after a mys-
terious phone call in 
order to stop herself 
from committing a murder. With 
Linda Hamilton, Glenn Morshower 
and Noah Bean.

Did You Wonder Who Fired the 
Gun? (Unrated) Justice delayed doc-
umentary investigating the events 
surrounding the 1946 killing of a 
black man in an Alabama conven-
ience store by the owner, the direc-
tor’s great-grandfather, a Ku Klux 
Klansman.

Half Magic (R for frontal nudi-
ty, profanity, graphic sexuality and 
drug use) Heather Graham wrote, 
directed and stars in this battle-of-
the-sexes comedy revolving around 
three BFFs’ (Graham, Angela Kinsey 
and Stephanie Beatriz) dating and 
work woes. With Molly Shannon, 
Johnny Knoxville and Thomas Len-
non.

Hannah (Unrated) Charlotte Ram-
pling plays the title character in this 
intimate portrait of a housekeeper 
drifting between denial and reality 
in the wake of her husband’s (Andre 
Wilms) being sent up the river. Fea-
turing Stephanie Van Vyve, Simon 

Bisschop and Jessica Fanhan. (In 
French and English with subtitles)

Hichki (Unrated) Bollywood com-
ing-of-age drama about a young 
woman (Rani Mukerji) with Tourette 
syndrome who turns her weakness 
into a strength en route to landing 
a teaching position at an elite prep 
school. With Supriya Pilgaonkar and 
Ivan Rodrigues. (In Hindi with sub-
titles)

Mute (Unrated) Futuristic sci-fi, 
set in Berlin in the 2050s, chroni-
cling a mute bartender’s (Alexander 
Skarsgard) desperate search for his 
missing girlfriend with the help of a 
couple of U.S. Army surgeons (Paul 
Ruddd and Justin Theroux) on a 
mission of their own. Support cast 
includes Seyneb Saleh, Robert Shee-
han and Noel Clarke.

Survivors Guide to Prison (Unrat-
ed) Incarceration documentary with 
practical tips for felons preparing 
for a stint behind bars. Featuring 
commentary by Danny Trejo, RZA, 
Ice-T, Susan Sarandon, Russell Sim-
mons, Busta Rhymes and Q-Tip.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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By Brian Mahoney
LeBron James had a trophy in his 

hands and a smile on his face.
That was Sunday at the All-Star 

Game, when James again rose above 
the NBA’s best in winning a game and 
MVP honors.

What he really wants is to be cel-

ebrating in the postseason, not mid-
season.

The NBA’s sprint to the finish begins 
Thursday with James riding high but 
starting again from back in the pack 
as Cleveland tries to catch Toronto and 
Boston in the Eastern Conference.

“We just added four new guys before 

the break, and we have a lot of work to 
do,” James said. “So I really don’t like 
to think that too far ahead. But obvi-
ously winning championships is what 
it’s all about. That’s what this league 
is all about and hopefully at the end of 
the road then I have the Cavs there to 

Chase begins in NBA’s sprint to the finish

Team LeBron’s LeBron James, of the Cleveland Cavaliers, holds MVP trophy after his team defeated Team 
Stephen at the NBA All-Star basketball game, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. Team LeBron won 
148-145.  Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

Continued on Page 44

By Azad Ali
Explosive Barbadian all-round-

er Jofra Archer has landed a multi-
million dollar deal in the lucrative 
Indian Premier League (IPL) after he 
was snapped up by Rajasthan Royals 
on the opening day of the auction 
recently.

Archer, 22, who have played only 20 
first class matches but is yet to fea-
ture in an international, got a US$1.3 
million contract to become the most 

By Azad Ali
Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith 

Mitchell has hailed the appointment 
of Rawl Lewis as the new manager of 
the West Indies senior team.

Although Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) has not officially named 
Grenadian Lewis, for the post, Dr. 
Mitchell said in a statement, “we are 
pleased with the appointment and on 

Multi-million 
cricket deal

Grenada PM 
hails Lewis’ 

new role

West Indies cricket manager Rawl 
Lewis. West Indies Cricket Board

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

CAVS, WARRIORS CAVS, WARRIORS 
READY READY 
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behalf of the government and peo-
ple of Grenada, we express hearty 
congratulations to Lewis.”

He added that Lewis has been 
a symbol of discipline and a hard 
worker and motivator and “we 
believe he would be a major source 
of much needed motivation for a 
battered side, which lost the Test 
series in New Zealand 2-0, the 
One-Day International series 3-0 
and the Twenty20 series 2-0.”

Lewis, 43, joined CWI eight 
years ago as a project officer in 
the operations department, tasked 
with helping to manage the board’s 
plethora of regional tournaments.

In 2016, he was named as team 
operations manager of the West 
Indies squad for the successful 
Twenty20 World Cup campaign.

Lewis would replace legendary 
former West Indies fast bowler, 
Joel Garner who took up the post 
in 2016.

expensive Caribbean player pur-
chased.

A virtual unknown, his name 
had been on the lips of several 
franchises since he shot into the 
limelight in recent months with 
Horbart Hurricanes in the Austral-
ian Big Bash.

The fast-bowler has been one of 
the standouts in the tournament, 
grabbing 15 wickets with his pace, 
while showcasing his superb out-
fielding.

The lucrative deal represents a bit 
of a fairy tale for Archer who only 
made his debut 18 months ago after 
spending a few years in obscurity, 
while stricken with a back injury.

Signed by Sussex in 2016, Archer 
was also outstanding for the club 
during the last English County sea-
son, claiming 61 wickets as the 
club’s leading bowler, in his first full 
campaign.

He has never played senior team 
cricket with his native Barbados but 
qualifies for England through his 
father. 

However, there was no such luck 
for West Indies superstar opener Chris 
Gayle, who was bought for the base 
price of US$312,000 by Kings XI Pun-
jab on day two of the players’ auction.

Rawl Lewis

Premier League

actually compete for one, to be in a finals 
representing the East.”

The Golden State Warriors are also in 
the unusual position of pursuers, after 
red-hot Houston passed them for the 
league’s best record with 10 straight 
wins leading into the All-Star break. But 
nobody would count out the Warriors, 
not with their star-studded group that 
has won two of the last three titles.

Cleveland is the unknown, even with 
James. The Cavaliers added new piec-
es around him earlier this month, and 
there’s not a lot of time left to build cham-
pionship chemistry.

The Cavs went into the break with four 
straight wins, but they’re still just third 
in the conference and couldn’t gain any 
ground on the Raptors, who have won 

seven straight to pass the Celtics. Toronto 
is an NBA-best 24-4 at home and could 
make the Cavs’ NBA Finals plans difficult 
if they have to go through Canada.

“We would hope so, but we’ve got to 
get there,” Raptors All-Star guard Kyle 
Lowry said. “We’ve got to finish the sea-
son strong.”

Much of the work is already done, 
since the NBA’s earlier start to this season 
means teams are well beyond the midway 
point of their schedules. They will have 
about 25 games remaining, with so much 
to sort out in both conferences.

It’s a two-team race at the top of the 
West but things are tight well beyond 
that. San Antonio is just percentage 
points ahead of Minnesota for third while 
still hoping Kawhi Leonard returns from 
his thigh injury, and it’s a gap of only 4 
1/2 games from there to 10th place, where 

the Utah Jazz have won 11 straight.
The East has a close race for fourth 

place and home-court advantage in the 
first round between Washington and 
Indiana, and positioning to be settled 
down the bottom of the bracket, where 
Milwaukee, Philadelphia and Miami hold 
the final three spots.

But the biggest question might be the 
Celtics, who slumped into the break with 
three straight losses after leading the 
conference most of the season, and now 
have one team ahead of them and anoth-
er behind that has the momentum.

“The Raptors have been playing really 
well. Cleveland has been playing really 
well. But we’ve got to get back to playing 
really well, too,” the Celtics’ Jaylen Brown 
said. “So as the season moves forward, 
we’re looking forward to getting back to 
the top spot.”

EAST IN CLOSE RACE FOR FOURTH PLACE 

Team LeBron’s LeBron James, second from left, of the Cleveland Cavaliers, shoots as Team Stephen’s Draymond 
Green, left, of the Golden State Warriors, Klay Thompson, second from right, of the Golden State Warriors, and 
Stephen Curry, of the Golden State Warriors, defend during the fi rst half of an NBA All-Star basketball game, Sun-
day, Feb. 18, 2018, in Los Angeles. Associated Press / Alex Gallardo
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By Azad Ali
Jamaica super star ath-

lete Usain Bolt is set for 
his soccer career as he will 
have a trial with Borussia 
Dortmund, but he said his 
dream is to play for Man-
chester United in England.

The eight-time Olym-
pic gold medalist will start 
his training next month 
with the Bundesliga soc-
cer side.

The 31-year-old Man-

chester United fan insists 
he is still holding out hope 
of playing at Old Trafford 
saying he could get a help-
ing hand from  Manches-
ter United great Sir Alex 
Ferguson.

He told the London 
Daily Express that in 
March he is going to do 
trials with Dortmund and 
that will determine what 
he does with his career.

Bolt said he is quite 

nervous but will take time 
to adjust to soccer once he 
plays a few games.

Bolt retired from athlet-
ics in August following the 
World Championships in 
London.

He has yet to make 
a decision on his future 
away from the track but 
the Jamaican insists he 
believes he has “a chance 
of becoming a Premier 
League footballer.”

Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt. 
 Associated Press / Tony Gutierrez

Bolt sets sight on soccer
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By Nelson A. King
Caribbean diplomats in 

London have asked the United 
Kingdom (UK) government to 
be more compassionate in the 
treatment of Caribbean nation-
als

The diplomats on Wednesday 
urged the British Home Office 
to adopt this approach towards 
retirement-age Commonwealth 
citizens facing deportation, 
despite living in the UK all 
their adult lives, according to 
the British Guardian.

The paper said there could 
be thousands of people born in 
Commonwealth countries who 
emigrated to the UK with their 
parents as children and did not 
realize they were required to 
formally naturalize in Britain. 

Their unresolved residency 
status could mean they face 
problems accessing pensions, 
housing, healthcare and work, 
said Guy Hewitt, the Barbados 
high commissioner in London. 

New evidence of harsh 
treatment by the Home Office 
emerged this week when offi-
cials said they “now accepted” 
that Anthony Bryan, 60, who 
has spent five weeks in immi-
gration detention centers in 

England, was in fact “lawfully 
present in the UK”. 

Bryan, a grandfather who 
has lived in the UK for 52 years, 
has had two spells in detention 
and was booked last November 
on a flight to Jamaica, a coun-
try he left in 1965, when he was 
eight, and has not visited since, 
the Guardian reported. 

It said the decorator lost his 
job in 2015 because he was una-
ble to prove he was not an “ille-
gal worker”, and struggled to 
convince the Home Office of his 
right to be in the UK until his 
case was highlighted in news 
reports last year.

Bryan said he was relieved 
but angry at his treatment, 
which has left him heavily in 
debt because he was prevented 
from working for almost three 
years, according to the Guard-
ian. 

“I told them I was eight years 
old when I arrived here, but 
nobody believed; they told me 
I was an illegal immigrant and 
a criminal. They locked me up 
unlawfully. It was very stress-
ful. It has been a nightmare,” 
he said. 

Hewitt and fellow high com-
missioners have raised the 

broader issue with the Foreign 
Office, urging officials to take 
a more humane approach in 
cases like Bryan’s and Paulette 
Wilson’s, a grandmother who 
lived and worked in the UK for 
51 years, having arrived aged 
10, before being told she was 
an illegal immigrant, being 
detained and threatened with 
forced removal to Jamaica, the 
Guardian said.

It said Caribbean diplomats 
were concerned people were 
reluctant to try to regularize 
their status because of fears they 
might be detained or deported.

Hewitt described the difficul-
ties experienced by many as a 
tragedy. 

“This is affecting people who 
came and gave a lifetime of 
service at a time when the UK 
was calling for workers and 
migrants,” he said. “They came 
because they were encouraged 
to come here to help build post-
World War II Britain and build 
it into the multicultural place 
that it is now. 

“These are not people who 
tried to take advantage of the 
system,” he added. “We need to 
find a compassionate mecha-
nism for resolving this.” 

The Jamaican High Commis-
sioner to London, Seth George 
Ramocan, agreed, according to 
the Guardian. 

“In this system, one is guilty 
before proven innocent, rather 
than the other way around,” 

he said.
Since reports on the situa-

tion faced by Bryan and Wil-
son, the Guardian said Mem-
bers of Parliament, lawyers and 
advice centers have highlighted 
numerous similar cases. 

Caribbean diplomats to UK: Be more caring

Jamaica’s High Commissioner to London, Seth George 
Ramocan.
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Pay-
ments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), $9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). 
Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore 
excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. 
DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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Auto NetAuto Net

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

INCREDIBLE LEASE DEALS RIGHT NOW!

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $37,575, VIN#3LJR609322, $4,677 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,757 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 2/28/18. 

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, $4,539 
Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1000 RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title MV fees add’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

YOUR
CHOICE

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

 $16,895BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKX AWD Select

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Black and More! Stk# 2694F 

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

 $34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 
6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, 
A/C & Much More! MSRP $43,705, 
VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339 PER MO.
36 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
SPECIAL LIVERY PRICING

ON SELECT MODELS! 

CERTIFIED
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