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By Bert Wilkinson
The Caribbean Reparations 

Commission says that what 
might have been an innocent 
recent mistake on the part of 
British authorities has now 
given it additional evidence and 
renewed impetus to make Brit-
ain and other European nations 
compensate the Caribbean for 
making millions of Blacks work 
on agricultural plantations in 
the region without a cent in 
payment.

Successive British adminis-
trations had argued that the 
slave trade was so yesterday’s 
news that the region should 
just accept it as a cruel mistake 
of history and move on, while 
openly vowing not to pay a dol-
lar to the descendants of slav-
ery going forward. Payments, 
compensation or reparations, 
they say, will come through big 
grants, concession loans and 
free trade nuggets that Britain 
and the European Union have 
given to the Caribbean in the 
past and in the future.

British officials had confi-
dently said that no court would 

award payments for something 
done nearly 400 years ago. 
Worse yet, slavery was not ille-
gal in the United Kingdom at 
the time.

Now, Sir Hilary Beckles, the 
respected regional academic 
that governments have identi-
fied to lead the fight for repara-
tions, last week accused London 
of rank dishonesty in putting 
forward reasons why it does not 
plan to compensate the region 
for the African slave trade.

He said that a recent British 
Treasury tweet and other docu-
ments now show that a loan 
from the British government 
that had been used to com-
pensate former slave owners in 
the Caribbean was still being 
funded by British taxpayers as 
recently as 2015. That makes 
everything about this case cur-
rent and justiciable.

This also means, Beck-
les argues, that many of the 
estimated 300,000 Caribbean 
nationals who now live in the 
UK and are slave descendants, 
were themselves forced to pay 

CRUEL 
FATE OF 
IRONY

CARICOM to take advantage 
of British reparations mistake

Republic Day
Consul General of Guyana, Barbara Atherly leads a colorful Mashramani-style pa-
rade during a 48th Republic celebration in New York City. See story on Page 43.
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

By Nelson A. King
New York City Councilman 

Ydanis Rodriguez pleaded 
guilty to disorderly conduct 
on Wednesday in connection 
with his arrest at an  immi-
gration protest in lower Man-
hattan over the detention of 
Trinidadian immigrant rights 
activist Ravi Ragbir. 

Rodriguez was joined at 
the New York County Court-
house on Centre Street in 
lower Manhattan by Ragbir, 
whose detention by US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) agents touched 
off the Jan. 11 demonstra-
tion, as well as by New York 
City Councilman Jumaane 

Williams, the son of Grenadi-
an immigrants, who also was 
arrested at the protest.

Rodriguez thanked Wil-
liams, who represents the 
45th Council District in 
Brooklyn, and Ragbir for 
their support, vowing to con-
tinue fighting for immigrant 
rights, according to AM New 
York. 

Ragbir and multiple immi-
grant groups have sued the 
Trump administration over 
Ragbir’s detention. 

“We will continue to 
unapologetically resist any 
attacks on immigrants,” 
Rodriquez said. “We are the 
majority, and we will prevail. 

Thank you to my brothers for 
standing with me today.”

Eighteen people, including 
Rodriguez and Williams, were 
arrested during the chaotic 
protest that broke out on Jan. 
11 after Ragbir’s detainment, 
AM New York said.

Ragbir, who is the execu-
tive director of the faith-based 
immigrant rights group New 
Sanctuary Coalition of New 
York City, was taken into ICE 
custody when he showed up 
for a routine check-in with 
the agency at 26 Federal 
Plaza in lower Manhattan.

As he was taken away in an 
ambulance, Williams, Rod-

Councilman pleads guilty in protest case

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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By Nelson A. King
The Brooklyn-based Caribbean Guy-

ana Institute for Democracy (CGID) 
deems the Guyana Bar Association’s 
(GBA) “unfounded attack” on Presi-
dent David Granger to be “irrespon-
sible, malicious, unprofessional and 
repugnant to the standards of the 
Bar.”  

The GBA on Feb. 18, 2018, issued a 
statement attacking the president, in 
contemplation of his exercise of powers 
invested in him by Article 127 of the 
constitution, to appoint the chancellor 
and chief justice. 

The association’s statement said 
that “any action outside of the said 
Article 127 is unconstitutional, void 
and of no legal effect and would have 
embarrassing consequences.”

But CGID President Rickford Burke 
said “the issuance of a highly charged, 
political statement, chastising the head 
of state on the basis of rumor, spec-
ulation and political gossip, evinces 
incontrovertible bias and confirmation 
the GBA has wittingly enmeshed itself 
into partisan politics as an ill-advised 
surrogate for the opposition leader. 

“The GBA has, with prejudice, 
undermined its ability to be a cred-
ible and objective amicus, civil society 
intermediary,” Burke added. 

He said Article 127 (1) of the con-
stitution mandates that “the Chan-
cellor and the Chief Justice shall be 
appointed by the president acting after 
obtaining the agreement of the leader 
of the opposition.” 

Burke further said that Article 127 
(2) mandates the president to appoint 
a judge to perform the duties of chan-
cellor or chief justice if any of the two 
the offices is vacant, the office holder 
is occupying another office, is inca-
pacitated or in any other way unable 
to perform the duties of the office, 
after meaningful consultation with the 
leader of the opposition.

Brooklyn group 
rips Guyana 

Bar Association 
attack on Prez 

Granger 

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Congresswoman Yvette 

Clarke has hailed the outpouring of anti-
gun violence activism from high school 
students across the United States. 

Hundreds of students led walk outs 
and marched following last week’s tragic 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida. 

“The outpouring of activism we are 
seeing from high school students across 
the country is truly heartening,” said 
Clarke, the daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants, who represents the 9th Congres-
sional District in Brooklyn. “It’s inspir-
ing to see the next generation join us in 
the fight to end gun violence. 

“I believe that we are at a critical 
moment in our nation’s history,” Clarke 
added. “From walk-outs to marches 
across the country, students are mak-

ing their voices heard. This movement is 
real. This movement is significant.” 

As with other pivotal moments in 
America’s  history, Clarke noted that 
young people are “leading the way. 

“From Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee and the Freedom Riders 
to Students For a Democratic Society, 
students have been forming and leading 
movements for decades,” she said. “We 
must listen to these brave young peo-
ple. The time for thoughts, prayers and 
moments of silence have long passed. It 
is time for real gun reforms.

“For far too long, Congress has been 
controlled by a very powerful gun lobby,” 
she added. “Today, these students have 
taken back their power.” 

The congresswoman said she was 
“proud of these young people and stand 
with them as we pursue safer schools, 

churches, movie theaters and communi-
ties.” 

On Thursday, President Donald Trump 
on enthusiastically embraced a National 
Rifle Association position to arm highly-
trained teachers to fortify schools against 
mass shootings like the one last week 
Stoneman Douglas High School. 

Trump, who said the armed teachers 
should receive extra pay as an incen-
tive, promoted his idea as demands for 
stronger gun control intensified across 
the US.

“You give them a little bit of a 
bonus, so practically for free, you have 
now made the school into a hardened 
target,” Trump said. 

The president estimated that 10 per-
cent to 40 percent of school employees 
would be qualified to handle a weapon, 
while offering no data for the claim.

Clarke hails outpouring of anti-gun violence activism

By Nelson A. King
Haiti has recalled its ambassador to 

the United Nations for consultations 
after UN Secretary General António 
Guterres’ special representative said she 
welcomed a corruption inquiry into the 
way US$2 billion in oil loans from Ven-
ezuela was spent by former Haitian gov-
ernment officials, according to reports.

Ambassador Denis Regis and Haiti 
Foreign Minister Antonio Rodrigue 
have confirmed the decision, reported 
the Miami Herald on Tuesday.

Rodrigue said the government 
believes that a statement issued by 
Susan D. Page, the special representa-
tive and chief of the United Nations 
Mission for Justice Support in Haiti — 
known by the acronym MINUJUSTH — 
“surpasses its role to support the coun-
try in the enforcement of rule of law 
and justice,” according to the Herald. 

He said the Haitian government also 
summoned Page on Tuesday to explain 
the communique.

On Sunday, Page said she welcomed 
the decision by Haiti’s justice system 
to assign an investigative judge, Paul 
Pierre, to look into complaints filed 
by about 20 citizens demanding an 
accounting for the US$2 billion Haiti 
received as part of a discounted oil pro-
gram with Venezuela, known as Petro-
Caribe, according to the Herald. 

It said she also called on Haitian 
authorities to look into two separate 
incidents involving alleged police bru-
tality and shootings.

Page noted that the UN mission’s role 
is to strengthen the rule of law in Haiti, 
the Herald said, stating that the mis-
sion was formed following the end of 
the UN peacekeeping mission in Octo-
ber after 13 1/2 years. 

Page, according to the Herald, also 
cited a recent Transparency Interna-
tional report ranking Haiti as the most 

corrupt country in the Caribbean.
“I salute the initiative and the active 

role of Haitian citizens and civil society 
engaged in the fight against corrup-
tion and impunity, whose actions dem-
onstrate that the population defends 
accountability and justice,” Page said in 
a statement.

The diplomatic row came as leaders 
from the 15-member Caribbean Com-
munity economic bloc known as CARI-

COM were ending a two-day summit in 
Port-au-Prince. 

Haiti, which is a member, hosted the 
summit, where leaders discussed issues 
concerning ISIS terrorism recruitment, 
regional air transport and a regional 
arrest treaty, the Herald said.

It said Haitian President Jovenel 
Moïse, who marked a year in office on 
Feb. 8, has been at odds with the inter-
national community.

Haiti recalls UN envoy 

Denis Regis, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the UN, addresses the 
Security Council meeting on the question concerning his country.  
 United Nations / Manuel Elias

CGID President Rickford Burke.
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Antigua
Antigua and Barbuda Prime Min-

ister Gaston Browne recently vis-
ited the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
where he held bilateral discussions 
with Dr. Thani Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, 
minister of climate change and envi-
ronment for the UAE.

During the meeting, Al Zeyoudi 
thanked Browne for his participation 
in the World Government Summit 
and offered his con-
cern to the govern-
ment and people of 
Antigua and Barbuda 
regarding the dev-
astation caused by 
Hurricane Irma.

Browne in his response also 
thanked the minister for his kind 
words and emphasized the strength 
and cooperation between both coun-
tries.

The prime minister also thanked 
the UAE government for the $10 mil-
lion pledged to the region after the 
destruction of the hurricanes and 
in particular the amount pledged to 
Barbuda.

Browne also thanked the UAE 
for the approval of the $3.1 million 
pledge last year for the green Bar-
buda project.

He noted the ongoing challeng-
es regarding a green Barbuda and 
the set back the hurricane cause in 
advancing the project.

Al Zeyoudi, indicated his country’s 
willingness to assist in this regard.

Barbados
The catastrophic hurricanes that 

devastated several Caribbean desti-
nations last September had slowed 
down on the tourism 
progress but did not 
affect regional tour-
ism.

This is according 
to figures released by the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization (CTO).

CTO’s acting director of research, 
Ryan Skeete announced at a news 
conference to a global audience that 
the Caribbean reached the 30-mil-
lion mark in stay-over arrivals for 
the first time every last year, even 
as the region battled the effects of 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria, as well 
as Hurricane Harvey, which lashed 
parts of the United States, the Carib-
bean’s primary market.

Skeete said in addition, there was 
a record-spend by visitors, who con-
tributed US$37 billion to Caribbean 
economies during the 12-month peri-
od, up from 2.6 percent over 2016.

Guyana
The Guyana government is engaged 

in ongoing discussions with Air Can-

ada, Delta and JetBlue to add Geor-
getown to their route map, especially 
that Guyana will finally complete the 
expansion and modernization of the 
Cheddi Jagan Airport this year.

The government is keen to have 
at least two big-name airlines land 
at the new airport before the end of 
2018 to commemorate the opening of 
the modern airport.

One of the biggest concerns these 
airlines have had with Guyana in the 
past has been the high cost of jet 
fuel. Jet fuel at the 
Cheddi Jagan Airport 
was one of the most 
expensive in the 
region but has been 
reduced since the 
government broke the oil monopoly 
at airport.

Two airlines have confirmed that 
the cost of jet fuel at the airport has 
been reduced.

With at least two more airlines 
flying to Guyana there will be more 
business travelers connecting via 
New York, Miami, Toronto and Pan-
ama City to Guyana.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government has 

engaged a team from the Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization/World 
Health Organization (PAHO / WHO 
/ to assist in the development of a 
national health insurance scheme.

Health Minister, Dr. Christopher 
Tufton said last year the government 
brought in a team from PAHO / WHO 
to help look at healthcare financing.

He said that in another three 
months the consultants will present 
a proposal, which it is anticipated will 
move the country towards a national 
health insurance scheme.

Dr. Tufton said the completed doc-
ument will be examined and deter-
mination made as to its implemen-
tation.

He noted that very few Jamaicans 
have health insurance and that with 
the increasing health risks, it is 
essential that all citizens have access 
to quality services.

The Minister said only about 20 
percent of persons are insured and of 
that 20, about l0 percent are govern-
ment employees and eight percent 
are in the private sector.

Dr. Turfton noted that the national 
health insurance scheme aims to 
provide coverage for all, and that 
is in line with gov-
ernment’s policy to 
ensure that all Jamai-
cans, particularly the 
vulnerable, have the 
most basic health insurance cover-
age.

He said the national health insur-
ance scheme will ensure that the 
health sector has an effective model 
in place that enables persons to make 

contributions over time.

St. Kitts 
Cable News Network (CNN) has 

named the Park Hyatt St. Kitts at 
the top of the list of the 14 best new 
hotels and resorts opening in the 
Caribbean.

CNN said this splashy five-star 
resort isn’t just the first Park Hyatt 
development in the Caribbean.

The Park Hyatt St 
Kitts is set within 
the Christope Har-
bor development and 
boasts sandy beaches 
and views to the neighboring island 
of Nevis.

The project was partly financed by 
the country’s citizenship-by-invest-
ment scheme, which allows investors 
who made an investment not only 
to take a share in the hotel, but also 
to apply for citizenship of the island 
state, subject to due diligence.

The country has recently reduced 
the government fees for such real 
estate related to investments, mak-
ing proposition even more attrac-
tive.

St. Kitts and Nevis’ citizenship-
by-investment program is the oldest 
and most established in the region.

Trinidad
The Opposition United Congress 

CNN’s top of the list hotel
The Park Hyatt St Kitts is located within the Christope Harbor development and boasts sandy beaches and views to the neighboring 

island of Nevis.

 Park Hyatt St Kitts

Continued on Page 16
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AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510

Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp 
groups, five rotating daily 

activities, fun and educational 
weekly field trips, hot lunch and 

snack, early drop off, late pick up 
and bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway 
camp without sleeping over!

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive forces 
on the intervertebral discs and back pain was 
relieved. How? When you travel through space, 
the effects of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is taken off 
your spine and discs. Even better — and this is 
the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, sci-
atica, herniated and/or bulging discs (single or 
multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet syn-
dromes and a relapse or failure following back 
surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

By George Alleyne
“Hold strain,” is the plea 

of Barbados Opposition Lead-
er Mia Mottley to Jamaican 
Prime Minister, Andrew Hol-
ness, regarding news that 
Jamaica may soon leave the 
economic segment of CARI-
COM.

The Jamaican government 
is now considering a recom-
mendation, of a Commission 
led by former prime minis-
ter Bruce Golding, that the 
island leaves the CARICOM 
Single Market and Economy 
(CSME) because of the lack of 
project initiatives implemen-
tation, among other things, 
which are adversely affecting 
Jamaica.

The blame for lack of imple-
mentation falls squarely on 
the shoulders of the whoev-
er is the prime minister of 
Barbados as CARICOM vested 
CSME lead responsibility in 
this country’s head.

Contending that current 
Prime Minister, Freundel Stu-
art, has not delivered leader-
ship of this mechanism for 

regional economic integra-
tion, Mottley said over the 
weekend that once elected her 
Barbados Labour Party gov-
ernment would in a short time 
go about reversing Stuart’s 
failures.

“We know that the prime 
minister we have has dropped 
the ball, but the truth is 
we know that we can turn 
it around and we can make 
things good again in this 
region and in this country,” 
she said.

“I have a message for 
Andrew Holness the Prime 
Minister of Jamaica … I ask 
you to hold strain. Hold on my 
brother.”

Against the backdrop of 
elections scheduled for no 
later than early June this year 
in Barbados Mottley added, 
“to our brothers and sisters 
in CARICOM, within three 
months of being elected as 
the next government of this 
country we will get the Single 
Market and Economy going.”

“We will start to take the 
steps to let you know that we 

are not just in this because 
it is a framework or agree-
ment that we signed, but it is 
because we know it will make 
a meaningful difference to the 
people [of Barbados] … to be 
able to go into other countries 
and sell their services, or to 
work … in whatever capacity 
especially if you’re not getting 
work at home.”

She noted that this economic 
meaning of CSME applies to cit-
izens of all CARICOM countries 
that are part of the mechanism.

“The people all across the 
Caribbean can get a meaningful 
improvement in their lives, but 
you have to get the architecture 
right,” she said.

Mottley also attacked Stuart 
for what she sees as his tendency 
for inaction which she said, “has 
caused Jamaica to now say they 
don’t know whether they want 
to stay in the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy, because 
nothing has happened in the 
CSME under the leadership of 
Freundel Stuart… in the last 
almost 10 years, and certainly in 
the last seven [years].”

Barbados Opposition pleads 
with Jamaica to stay in CARICOM

Barbados Opposition Leader Mia Mottley. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental



8    Caribbean Life, Mar. 02–Mar. 08, 2018 BQ

reparations to former slave owners in 
what is clearly a cruel fate of irony. But 
London is reluctant to compensate their 
fore parents for slavery.

“This transfer of public money to the 
private holders of the slave bond makes 
it a present day activity. It also implies 
that the 300,000 West Indian people who 
have been living in Britain, their taxes 
were being used to pay back the slavery 
loan, which suggests that you are speak-
ing of a double payment,” Beckles said.

Countering the argument that slavery 
is an old issue, he now is contending that 
the revelation in the tweet makes this 
“a present day issue. We consider this to 
be an immorality. It is the greatest act 
of political immorality,” said the vice-
chancellor of the University of the West 
Indies. For more than 180 years, London 
had been quietly forcing its citizens, 
including those from the Caribbean, to 
repay the slavery abolition loan.

The issue could be discussed at this 
week’s leaders summit in Haiti. Govern-
ments have already hired a British legal 
firm which had won millions for Kenyan 
tribesmen who were mass murdered 
by British soldiers in the colonial era 
to fight its case. The clear advice from 
the team is that the region has a very 

strong case.
So letters of demand to discuss the 

issue and payments have already been 
sent to Britain, Spain, France, Portugal, 
Denmark and The Netherlands. Some 
have signaled a willingness to talk, while 
some have not replied. The region could 
take the case to the World Court if 
Europe fails to act in two years.

Sir Hilary had also hinted that some-
one at the British Treasury might have 
mistakenly posted a tweet on Feb. 9, indi-
cating that “millions of you helped end 
the slave trade through your taxes,” not-
ing that this was the type of lawless and 
immoral confirmation that the region 
needed to help boost its case. Calculated 
today, that Sterling 20 million would be 
equivalent to 15 billion pounds.

Double 
payment

Continued from Page 1 

riguez and other protesters stood in 
the street in an attempt to stop the 
vehicle, AM New York said. 

It said police began making arrests 
when the protesters refused to move 
onto the sidewalk.

In addition to disorderly conduct, 
Rodriguez was initially charged with 
obstructing an emergency medical 
service, reckless endangerment and 
resisting arrest. Those charges were 
dropped during his court appearance 
Wednesday, a spokeswoman from his 
office said.

Rodriguez said he decided to plead 

guilty so that he could continue to 
focus on fighting for immigrant 
rights, rather than dealing with a 
trial.

“I want to ensure all my ener-
gy is focused on unapologetically 
fighting for immigrants, lifting their 
contributions, and keeping families 
together,” he said in a statement. “A 
protracted trial process would take 
away from the urgent work in pro-
tecting immigrants that needs our 
full attention.”

Williams on Wednesday said Rag-
bir remains in the country partly 
because of their protest and arrest. 

Protecting immigrants
Continued from Page 1 

Sir Hilary Beckles. 
 Photo by George Alleyne

New York City Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez, (third from left) pleads 
guilty to disorderly conduct over the detention of activist Ravi Ragbir 
(right). NYC Council / William Alatriste
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th

Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Where: Sinergia, 2082 Lexington Avenue, NY, NY

Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 
The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

though advanced registration is requested.
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By Albert Baldeo
“The purpose is clear. It 

is safety with solvency. The 
country is entitled to both.”  
-U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower

“Never send to know for 
whom the bells tolls; it tolls 
for thee…”-John Donne

“America has a right to 
the Second Amendment, 
but the people of Ameri-
ca have a right to safety 
and the prevention of gun 
violence in their communi-
ty”- Congresswoman Sheila 
Jackson Lee

Many parents have called 
the Baldeo Foundation for 
assistance in eradicating 
violence in our schools, 
from putting an end to bul-
lying, assaults, threats and 
mass killings. Others are 
concerned about their right 
to be accepted in our public 
schools.

All kids living in the Unit-
ed States have the right to a 
free public education, even 
if they are in this coun-
try illegally. They still have 
the fundamental right to go 
to public school.  Moreover, 
our Constitution requires 
that all kids be given equal 
educational opportunities, 
no matter what their race, 
ethnic background, religion, 
or sex, or whether they are 
rich or poor, citizen or non-
citizen.

Mass public shootings 
are on the rise, and schools 
are the most vulnerable tar-
gets. Dogma and litigation 
concerning Second Amend-
ment rights and the pro-
liferation of arguments for 
and against by influential 
and vested interests should 
not delay further protec-

tive actions. Parents have 
an important stake in their 
children’s safety, and are 
rightly concerned that the 
violence in our schools cur-
tails a proper public edu-
cation, and hence, are in 
breach of their fundamental 
rights.

We can no longer take 
the pain and suffering of 
our kids being hunted and 
shot to death for granted-
not in our schools or else-
where. Enough is enough!

The Florida high school 
shooting that left 17 dead 
is merely the tip of the 
iceberg. It must be the last 
incident.

The city, state and fed-
eral governments have the 
duty to protect our kids, 
including while in school. 
Far too many children have 
been murdered and bullied 
in our schools throughout 
the United States. Funding 
for this basic protection 
must be found from the 
taxes we collectively pay.

This is not the time for 
bickering, grandstand-
ing and partisanship. It is 
time for our leaders to rally 
together to protect our 
children’s lives. We can no 
longer measure the costs of 
our children’s lives in dol-

lars and cents. Use our tax 
dollars for this purpose.

We should start off by 
placing trained, armed 
police officers on site at 
every school. It will also 
serve as a deterrent to 
would be murderers, terror-
ists and bullies in our 6,700 
public and private school 
buildings. There are about 
4,500 school buildings 
in the 733 public school 
districts across the state, 
while private schools have 
about 2,000 buildings.

Willing educators can 
also serve in a similar 
capacity. New York City’s 
enhanced security meas-
ures for the city’s 1,800 
school buildings, which 
include active shooter 
drills to be held by mid-
March and random screen-
ing by metal detectors at all 
middle and high schools, 
should be implemented 
across New York state.

These interim measures 
need to be tried, while 
more permanent solutions 
thought out. The stakes 
are too high not to do so.

Note: Albert Baldeo is 
a civil rights activist and 
community advocate, and 
his political efforts placed 
previously ignored com-
munities on the political 
and economic map. As the 
president of the Baldeo 
Foundation and Queens 
Justice Center, he has con-
tinued to fight for equal 
rights, dignity, justice and 
inclusion in the decision 
making process. He can 
be contacted at the Bal-
deo Foundation: AlBald-
eo@aol.com or (718) 529-
2300.

By Brandi Alexander
As we celebrate Black His-

tory Month, one of our goals 
should be to change the history 
of African-Americans like my 
father enduring needless suf-
fering when we die because we 
don’t prepare for the inevitable 
end of life.

When my father’s can-
cer came out of remission in 
2010, he declined in a matter 
of months. I had never had one 
conversation with him about 
his end-of-life care goals, pref-
erences and values, so he suf-
fered terribly during his last 
days. My family spent so much 
time fighting over what we 
thought he wanted, when in 
reality, none of us knew what 
he really wanted. That experi-
ence taught me not only the 
importance of these discus-
sions, but also how much of 
a need there is for us to start 
planning early, before a time 
of crisis.

Unfortunately, African-
Americans are less likely to 
complete advance directives or 
have conversations with our 
families and healthcare provid-
ers about our end-of-life care 
goals, preference and values, 
according to a 2014 report in 
the American Journal of Pre-
ventive Medicine. It is criti-
cal that our community begin 
focusing on advance care plan-

ning about the end-of-life care 
options, including educating 
ourselves about the value of 
hospice and palliative care.

The sad truth is that we suf-
fer from higher rates of health-
care outcome disparities caused 
by smoking, obesity, hyperten-
sion, heart disease, and cancer. 
By not having frequent conver-
sations about end-of-life care 
options early, to prepare before 
a health emergency occurs, 
people of color often opt for 
aggressive, futile medical treat-
ments that only prolong an 
agonizing dying process. Afri-
can Americans are less likely 
to access comfort care, hospice 
and palliative care to maximize 
the quality of remaining life.

In fact, while representing 
more than 13 percent of our 
nation’s population, according 
to U.S. Census data, but yet we 
account for only 8 percent of 
hospice users.

Unlike many of the other 
disparities that impact the 
community, this is one we 
actually have some control 
over. It starts with having a 
conversation. Unfortunately 
too many of us are not having 
discussions. In fact, 20 percent 
of African-Americans have not 
talked to anyone about end-of-
life care, according to research 
conducted by the Duke Divin-
ity School and the National 

Educating and 
empowering

African-Americans 
about end-of-life care

OP-EDS

Protect our schools!
We can no longer 
take the pain and 
suffering of our 

kids being hunted 
and shot to death 
for granted-not 
in our schools or 

elsewhere.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.
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“They messed with the 
wrong ones,” an alum of Flor-
ida’s Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School said recently 
during a fundraising event 
held here for the victims of the 
shooting that left 17 dead.

Vowing to change or revise 
a conversation about gun 
control, the fired up patron 
joined graduates of the Park-
land community institution to 
raise moneys and also endorse 
a March 14 national student 
walkout at schools but mostly 
to promote the March For Our 
Lives protest rally slated to be 
held in Washington D.C. on 
March 24.

Angered after 19-year-
old Nikolas Cruz, a troubled 
former student at the school 
confessed to assassinating 
his former schoolmates and a 
coach using a legally-purchased 
AR-15 semi-automatic rifle she 
expressed determination to 
wage war against the National 
Rifle Association, elected offi-
cials, and supporters of the sale 
of assault weapons.

Ready to join half a mil-
lion students and supporters of 
the national anti-gun demon-

stration she is mobilizing with 
a delegation from New York 
to convince Congress of the 
urgency of their action.

No one had ever issued such 
a declaration – not after mass 
killings of 49 party-goers to 
a gay night club in Orlando, 
Florida, 58 country music lov-
ers in Las Vegas, nine, Blacks 
worshippers at a Charleston 
South Carolina Church, 20 
first graders and six adults 
in Sandy Hook, Connecticut, 
15 high school-aged students 
at Columbine, Colorado,  32 
students and faculty at Vir-
ginia Polytechnic and all the 
tragedies that have shamed 
the  most boastful country for 
being the leader of the free 
world, the most powerful and 
most Democratic.

Issuing an ultimatum to 
detractors of a campaign to end 
random shooting, the make 
and sale of assault weapons at 

gun shows and also reprimand 
and penalize enablers, students 
are also meeting in towns, cit-
ies and states to use the date 
to convince the president of 
the United States to rebuke 
the NRA and spare the nation’s 
children.

Emma Gonzalez, a current 
student at the southern institu-
tion captured worldwide atten-
tion when she called for a pub-
lic student protest. Addressing 
a crowd, she delivered a power-
ful speech assailing President 
Donald Trump. She accused 
him of accepting hefty multi-
million-dollar donations from 
the gun lobby to fund his cam-
paign.

Like her like-minded New 
York sympathizer, she too 
promised to strive to make her 
school the location for “the last 
mass shooting.”

In making the vow, the 
18-year-old urged politicians to 

join a conversation about gun 
control.

“We want to give them the 
opportunity to be on the right 

side of this,” she said.
In addition to challenging 

President Trump, Gonzalez 

Students gunning for March March

High school students Mia Arrington, center, 18, of West 
End, and Cheyenne Springette, right, 17, of Mt. Oliver, lead 
chants as they march down Liberty Avenue during a walk-
out in solidarity with other high schools across the country 
to show support for Parkland, Fla, students on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, 2018, in downtown Pittsburgh. 
 Stephanie Strasburg / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via Associated Press

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

nylottery.ny.gov

Continued on Page 14
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B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Injured in an Accident?

EBT

Orange Juice

Mangoes

String Beans

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

Asparagus

Blueberries

22 44$$forfor

Florida Strawberries

$$119119
lb.lb.

Bartlett Pears

Roasted
Pistachios

5959¢¢22 33$$

forfor

44forfor

$$55 $$129129
lb.lb.

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

K

Cantaloupes Celery

$$299299

$$549549
lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

$$299299

$$199199
ea.ea.

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

Beef FranksAmerican CheeseImported
Swiss Cheese

Yogurt

2/28 7AM -3/05 7PM
SALE STARTS 01 0228 03 04 05

D

$$499499
lb.lb.

44forfor

$$22 $$299299 $$299299
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PHOTPH O: LIAM BILLINGHAM

Hospice and Palliative 
Care Organization.

Every individual has a 
responsibility to lead by 
example on healthcare 
issues, so I challenge you 
to start having conversa-
tions today, with your per-
sonal networks and your 
healthcare professionals. 
Complete an advanced 
directive and identify 
your power of attorney, 
the person who will make 
decisions for you in the 
case that you can not 
speak for yourself. The 
most loving thing you 
can do is to make your 
wishes known to your 

loved ones, it provides 
peace for all involved.

Tomorrow is not prom-
ised, so whether you want 
every treatment option 
available or none at all, 
it’s imperative to make 
sure it is clear to those 
who matter to you the 
most. Start this process 
by visiting Compassion 
& Choices website page, 
compassionandchoices.
org/plan-your-care, where 
one can access state-spe-
cific advance directives 
and find other resources 
and tools to help, free of 
charge.

We even offer a diagno-
sis decoder that generates 
questions for physicians 

specific to a particular ill-
ness. Educating and uti-
lizing these resources will 
not only empower you, it 
will also have a positive 
and lasting impact on our 
community as a whole 
and the way we experi-
ence end of life. Remem-
ber...talking about death 
will not kill you...advo-
cate for yourself!

Brandi Alexander is 
the national constitu-
ency director for Com-
passion & Choices, the 
nation’s largest, oldest 
and most active nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
expanding and improv-
ing patient-driven, end-
of-life care options.

Make end-of-life-wishes known

cited the need for coop-
eration from Florida’s 
Republican elected rep-
resentatives Sen. Marco 
Rubio and Governor Rick 
Scott.

Rubio, a former pres-
idential hopeful has 
attracted criticism for 
accepting millions in 
political help from pro-
gun groups, has since 
posted on social media 
that he would participate 
in the protest. 

Singling out links 
between politicians and 
the powerful gun advoca-
cy organization, Cameron 
Kasky another student 
said any politician “who 
is taking money from 
the NRA is responsible 
for events like this” and 
should be held account-
able.

They are “fostering 
and promoting this gun 
culture,” Kasky added. 
The students seek “a new 
normal where there’s a 
badge of shame on any 
politician who’s accepting 
money from the NRA.”

The fact white 
supremacists have been 
waging war against indi-
viduals and groups they 
hate and feel compelled to 
eliminate by indiscrimi-
nately shooting into mass 
gatherings is an urgent 
initiative politicians she 
is convinced should be 
fixing.

Kasky initiated the 
fundraising campaign to 
aid what is expected to 

be a massive movement. 
She said the money will 
go towards the organiz-
ing process required as 
well as contribute to the 
victims’ families.

Her statement caught 
traction with power cou-
ple George and Amal 
Clooney.

The actor and his 
wife pledged to donate 
$500,000 to the cause. 

“Amal and I are so 
inspired by the courage 
and eloquence of these 
young men and women 
from Stoneman Douglas 
High School,” Clooney 
said in a statement.

“Our family will be there 
on March 24 to stand side 
by side with this incred-
ible generation of young 
people from all over the 
country, and in the name 
of our children Ella and 
Alexander, we’re donating 
500,000 dollars to help pay 
for this groundbreaking 
event. Our children’s lives 
depend on it.”

Movie director Steven 
Spielberg did the same 
with film producer and 
Jeffrey Katzenberg, former 
CEO of DreamWorks Ani-
mation matching that 
amount. 

Media mogul Oprah 
Winfrey followed her rich 
colleagues by donating 
another half a million.

She said students rep-
resented “inspiring young 
people” and that they 
reminded her of the Free-
dom Riders of the 1960s. 

In less than 24 hours, 
major celebrities joined 
thousands of people all 
over the world to raise 
more than three million 
dollars for the march.

The United States has 
more mass shootings than 
any other country in the 
entire world. That’s a fact. 

No other developed 
nation comes close to the 
rate of US gun violence. 
Americans own an esti-
mated 265 million guns, 
more than one gun for 
every adult.

Reportedly, Americans 
are more likely to die from 
gun violence than many 
leading causes of death 
combined tallying approx-
imately 11,000 people in 
the US killed in firearm 
assaults each year. 

“Studies indicate that 
the rate at which public 
mass shootings occur 
has tripled since 2011. 
Between 1982 and 2011, 
a mass shooting occurred 
roughly once every 200 
days. However, between 
2011 and 2014 that rate has 
accelerated greatly with at 
least one mass shooting 
occurring every 64 days in 
the United States.”

Often employing 
assault weaponry killers 
achieve maximum casu-
alties with the ammu-
nition’s rapid dispense 
of bullets targeting 
unarmed and unsuspect-
ing victims. 

Catch You On The 
Inside!

Urgent initiative for politicians
Continued from Page 11 

Continued from Page 10 
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

Surgical and minimally invasive treatments without incision

Cutting edge treatments for localized and advanced prostate cancer

Surgical and non-surgical options for improved erectile function

Experts in minimally invasive and laser treatment of BPH

treatment of BPH

Enlarged Prostate/BPH
Frequent urination?
Rushing to urinate?

Wetting? Incontinence?
Urinating at night?

Prostate Cancer

Erectile Dysfunction

High PSA blood test? Family history of prostate cancer?

Difficult or poor erection? Pills not working?

Kidney Stones
Blood in urine? Pain?

Phone: 516-328-8775
Address: 438 Elmont Road, Elmont, NY 11003

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCES
Open evenings and weekends

Languages spoken: English,
Spanish, French Creole

Time: Mondays at 7:00pm
Location: Please call for Address 

near Bedford Avenue 
and Fulton Street Brooklyn 

– VS –

IN-DEBT STATUS CORRECTION COURSE (ISCC)

LEARN HOW TO:
Represent yourself in any court

Apply UCC Codes
Open a Foreign 98 Trust with Tax Exempt Status for life

Get Foreclosure cases disposed of or thrown out
Eliminate debt and much more

Call today and R.S.V.P. as soon as possible
to reserve your spot Tel. 516-360-3136
or email: DocStrange2018@gmail.com

“Don’t miss out on this life changing opportunity”
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(UNC) said the Trinidad and Toba-
go government had destabilized the 
country with its lack of information 
sharing in the face of the admission 
from Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Rowley that 
there is an ISIS terror 
cell in Trinidad and 
Tobago.

MP Dr. Roodlal Moo-
nilal said when the prime minister was 
questioned in the Parliament on the 
alleged plot to disrupt Carnival last 
week he continued to be vague saying 

that it was a threat to disrupt the recent 
carnival.

He said the fact that Rowley, the 
police, or the US Embassy shared any 
details of the threat fueled fear among 
citizens.

“The lack of response and transpar-
ency will fuel fear and the government 
is guilty of destabilizing the national 
community on this matter,” Moonilal 
said.

A total of 15 suspects who were 
detained by the police in connection with 
the terror plot have all been released.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Our mission 
is to prepare 
students for 

academic 
and life-long 

success through 
a rigorous 

and relevant 
academic 
program.

 

LA CIMA ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL
RD

2015 NATIONAL SCHOOL OF CH AR ACTER

Contact us to schedule a tour and apply now: www.lacimacharterschool.org/Apply
Contact: Juan Serraty, Recruitment and Outreach Associate 

Tel: (718) 443-2136 ext. 1024 admissions@lacimacharterschool.org

APPLY 
TODAY!

We are now 
accepting 

applications for 
grades K-5 for the 
2018-2019 school 

year! Apply by 
Friday, March 

23rd, 2018 to be 
included in the 

lottery.  
C A R E
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 01 8 

( 21 2 )  2 2 0 -1 2 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

By Nelson A. King
A Vincentian-born nurse was 

mourned Sunday, Feb. 11, at a 
two-hour-long service at Feni-
more United Methodist Church 
in Brooklyn.

Despite the rainy weath-
er, mourners paid their last 
respects to Louise Cole, a 
licensed practical nurse (LPN), 
who died on Feb. 1. She was 
85.

“Louise was ambitious and 
had a strong interest in edu-
cation,” cousin Anita Wiggins 
told mourners. “I remember 
when she decided to go back to 
school to become a nurse. She 
would be a mature student, but 
that didn’t deter her.

“I was proud of her and her 
ability to stay focused,” said 
Wiggins, who met Cole in Bar-
bados when Wiggins was 11 
years old. “From the day I met 
her, I felt there was something 
special about her.

“As years went by, I discov-
ered that something special 
was her unconditional love for 
her family,” added Wiggins, in 
her lengthy tribute, who also 
read the obituary.

She said Cole never stayed 
angry with any family mem-

bers for too long.
“If someone upset her, she 

would express frustration,” she 
said. “But, if that person need-
ed her, she would be there for 
them.

“Her expression of love for 
her family extended to her 
cousins, too,” Wiggins added. 
“She was like a big sister to me. 
Louise showed me and my fam-
ily so much love.”

One of Cole’s nieces, identi-
fied only as Denise, 24, also 
said Cole was very loving and 
caring.

“If I go to her house, she 
would ask, ‘where is my boy 
[Denise’s 4-year-old son],’” she 
said. “Auntie Louise was that 
joy.”

An unidentified nephew said 
Cole loved gardening, disclos-
ing that her backyard garden 
in Brooklyn was “turned into 
a jungle.

“That garden is how she 
dealt with the struggles of life,” 
he said. “Her garden was her 
sanctuary. Her cooking was 
her sanctuary.”

Niece Deidre Alexander said 
“this has been a particular-
ly trying time for the family,” 
with the loss of family mem-

bers in relatively quick suc-
cession.

“I think I realize how stylish 
she was – the hat, the jewelry, 
the coat,” Alexander said about 
her late aunt. 

“Aside from her epic New 
Year’s dinner, it was those dress-
es that I’ll have fond memories 
of Aunty Louise,” she added. 

 Cole was born on Jan. 7, 
1933 to Dorcus and Eli Cole 
in Evesham, in the Marriaqua 
Valley, in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. She was the first of 
four children in the union.

At an early age, Cole migrat-
ed to Aruba, in the Dutch 
Caribbean, with her parents, 
where she spent her formative 
years and attended elementary 
through high school.

According to the obituary, 
Cole was a devoted member 
of the Methodist Church in 
San Nicholas, Aruba’s sec-
ond largest town, where most 
immigrants from the English-
speaking Caribbean reside. At 
the church, she taught Sunday 
School and was a member of 
the Girls’ League.

In December 1954, Cole 
returned to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and continued her 

church activities at the Eve-
sham Methodist Church, where 
she also taught Sunday School, 
and became a Class Leader 
and member of the Women’s 
League. 

On Jan. 1, 1961, at 27, Cole 
migrated to Brooklyn, where 
she lived until her death.

In her early years in Brooklyn, 
she worked in a factory and then 
pursued nursing, working in pri-
vate duty until retirement. 

Cole continued her devotion 
to Methodism in Brooklyn, and 
was a member of Fenimore Street 
United Methodist Church and St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church. 

Brooklyn church mourns retired nurse

Anita Wiggins eulogizes Louise Cole. Photo by Nelson A. King
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
A Crown Heights entrepre-

neur is making big moves in 
her industry. Public relations 
director Jessica Lanice Chalm-
ers, who goes by the name 
Empress Lanice is the founder 
of Tha L. Spot productions, a 
public relations and market-
ing agency. Now the 28-year-
old who is of Monserratian 
descent, is pursuing more 
lanes in her career path with 
her television show, and the 
launch of her own magazine.

Chalmers studied at Hofstra 
University in Long Island. But 
she first dabbled in public rela-
tions as a student at the Bor-
ough of Manhattan Communi-
ty College. She excelled in her 
publicity courses and realized 
it was her forte because she 
found much enjoyment in the 
field, she said. 

“I loved writing the press 
releases and reaching out to 
the media — that’s why I spe-
cialized in media because I 
love telling my clients’ stories 
and hoping to get them place-
ment,” said Chalmers. “I used 
to go on press runs making 
sure I was getting clients as 
much publicity as I could posi-
tion.”

After graduating, she was 
inspired to start her own com-
pany, Tha L. Spot, to represent 
the artists and entertainers 
she liked working with. 

But another big venture 
aside from her company was 
co-creating the millennial-
centric talk show that discuss-

es topics catering to young 
New Yorkers. It debuted last 
year, with Chalmers and two 
friends as hosts, and is cur-
rently on its second season.

In its first season, Chalm-

ers says a lot of viewers were 
happy to discover her show and 
instantly became big fans.

“People really love the con-
cept and the various subjects 
that we talk about, and a lot 

of feedback I’ve been getting 
from people is that they enjoy 
these conversations,” she said.

Now it is up for Bric’s peo-
ple’s choice  B Free Awards , 
which ends voting on March 24. 

(https://www.bricartsmedia.org/
events-performances/vote-b-free-
awards-peoples-choice-2018)

For season two, Chalmers 
retired her on-camera involve-
ment with the show, added two 
new hosts, and will now work 
behind the scenes with produc-
tion. With more time to focus on 
other projects, she followed that 
up by furthering her brand with 
the recent launch of Tha L. Spot 
magazine. 

The monthly print and digital 
magazine brings content usu-
ally available on its website, and 
makes them accessible to read-
ers who are not up-to-date with 
what is posted online. She adds 
that this verge will help her stay 
on track with her readers and 
other projects such as her annual 
fall concert at the Roulette in 
Boerum Hill.

Chalmers said that despite 
becoming a self-sufficient entre-
preneur, she was not always 
certain about the direction her 
career would go and she advises 
other young people in her genera-
tion to never think there is a time 
limit on reaching your goals.

“To be honest, I didn’t see 
myself doing this in college and 
high school. I took a year off 
after high school and delved into 
real world. It wasn’t then that I 
knew what I wanted to do,” said 
Chalmers.

“It’s never too late to pursue 
something especially when it’s a 
long term passion, but now I’m 
doing my own thing and I didn’t 
have the confidence then, that I 
have today.”

Media runner: Empress Lanice’s entrpreneurial spirit 

Entrepreneur Jessica Lanice Chalmers, who goes by the name Empress Lanice, runs her 
own public relations agency, co-created a television show, and now runs a a digital and 
print magazine. Omar ‘DaJeaniusCeo’ Thomas
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Nelson A. King
Many may assume that an 

individual who lives to attain 
the “full and ripe” age of 100 
would likely be feeble, bed-rid-
den and / or has lost most of 
his / her faculties. Well, Mitch-
inson “Mitchie” Maurice James 
is the opposite.

The Vincentian-born, retired 
sergeant in the Royal St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines Police 
Force (RSVGPF), who turned 
100 on Jan. 27, is alert as ever 
— still relatively active — and 
has no medical complications 
whatsoever.

“I’m glad to reach 100 
and have my children, great 
grand-children, grand-children 
around to celebrate this mile-
stone,” said “Uncle Mitchie,” 
as he is affectionately called 
by relatives and friends, in a 
Caribbean Life interview at his 
home in East Flatbush, Brook-
lyn.

“My daughter [Hazel] does 
the cooking and everything,” 
he added. “She washes my 
clothes; and, when the others 
[children] come from St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, they 
do it [help out with cooking 
and other chores].”

Until a few months ago, 
James said he “used to go to 
the kitchen to cook, got up in 
the morning and do my own 
coffee,” but added that Hazel 
[Morris], an employee at near-
by Kingsbrook Jewish Medical 
Center, has forbidden him from 
cooking or making his own 
coffee.

James, who resides with 
Hazel, was the toast of a gala 
birthday celebration, at the 
Friends of Crown Heights 
Educational Center, when he 
turned 100, on Jan. 27.

He said relatives and friends 
came from afar for the event — 
Toronto, Canada; London, Eng-
land; Philadelphia, Pa; Long Is; 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
among other places.

Another daughter, Gail 
James-Davis, a retired vice 
dean at the St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Community 
College Technical Division, 
trekked from home for the 
grand celebration.

“It’s special, it’s extraordi-
nary,” said James-Davis. “Not 
many people are so privileged 
[to reach 100 years]. It’s an 
awesome milestone, and we 
thank God for that blessing.”

James attributed his lon-
gevity to a number of factors 
— genetic, eating habits and 
lifestyle.

Though his mother, Adina 
James, passed when he was only 
five months old – he was raised 
by his elder sister, Eulyn James 
– James said his father, Weston 
James, went to the Great Beyond 
in his 90s.

James said most of his siblings 
— five brothers and two sisters 
— died in their 90s, as well.

As a boy growing up in the 
interior village of South Rivers 
in the North Central Windward 
constituency in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, James said he 
was very active in sports, par-
ticularly cricket. He was a mid-
dle order batsman and leg-spin 
bowler. 

James said he continued those 
roles during his 22-year career in 
the RSVGPF.

He said river fish – suck stone 
(sucker), mullet, macock, cray 
fish, among others — and root 
and other vegetables sustained 
him, and many others in the 
small village, as a youth.

“In those days, we had lots of 
breadfruit, bananas and river fish 
[to eat],” he said. 

Centenarian Mitchie James still going strong

Mitchinson “Uncle Mitchie” James fl anked by his daughter, 
Gail, (right) and great-niece Daphne James, a registered 
nurse. Photo by Nelson A. King
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

By Alexandra Simon
The sole Caribbean country 

represented in a premier robotic 
competition advanced in a qual-
ifiers contest two weekends ago. 
The boys of Jamaica College 
moved forth in the First Tech 
Challenge (FTC) qualifiers on 
Feb. 16–17, and won first place 
award in the finals — the East 
Super-Regional Championship 
Tournament on Feb. 25. 

The group of 11 students and 
a team of three advisors took on 
the competition, entering two 
robots in the two-day qualifier 
— The Blue Bots and The Grif-
fins. The latter robot won a sec-
ond place finalist alliance cap-
tain award, and the first place 
award at the championship, and 
the team could not be happier, 
said the president of the school’s 
New York-based alumni group. 

“They are elated. When they 
saw what the robot was able 
to do and doing it in a compe-
tition for the first time — it 
was a really exciting accom-
plishment,” said Carl Bennett 
of the Jamaica College Old Boys 
Association of New York. “It was 
fantastic and they are certainly 
proud of themselves.”

He adds that even with adver-

sity, the boys made due with 
limited resources to enter in 
a  competition the school has 
competed in for more than a 
decade, and breeze through. As 
part of the competition’s judg-
ing, evaluators also look at the 
handbook to using each respec-
tive teams robot.

“Every team has to present 
their engineering book on how 
their robot was designed, what 
it can do, and how they came 

up with the idea, but we don’t 
have the budget like other 
major schools, so the kids really 
improvised this year,” said Ben-
nett. 

The kids instead used other 
objects to complete their robots, 
such as using an umbrella metal 
to substitute an arm, and other 
household items for buttons. 

“There was a lot of creative 

thinking involved. The robots 
we have are not the most high-
powered but their functionality 
is reflective of the hard work,” 
added Bennett. 

The team will compete again 
in the Super Regionals at the 
University of Scranton in Penn-
sylvania on March 16-18, and if 
they advance they will move on 
to the World Championship in 

April. With major support from 
Jamaican leaders back home, 
Bennett said the team was con-
fident. 

“They are really inspired by 
this movement in Jamaica — 
the former prime minister and 
some members of the govern-
ment and ambassadors, are all 
sending them congratulatory 
support,” said Bennett.

Jamaican students compete in robot competition

Next round: Students from Jamaica College do Usian Bolt’s signature pose after moving 
forward in the FTC Qualifi ers robot competition two weeks ago.  
 Jamaica College Old Boys Association

One of the team’s robots 
used in the competition. 
 Jamaica College Old Boys 

Association
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By George Alleyne
In probably the first state-

ment from this administra-
tion suggesting that television 
broadcast licences should be 
liberated on the island, Minis-
ter of International Business 
Donville Inniss said the state 
has no place in media opera-
tions, but should be providing 
only the regulatory environ-
ment.

Against the backdrop of 
only one TV broadcast licence 
being permitted in Barbados 
since independence in 1966, 
Inniss on Tuesday called for 
an issuing of multiple televi-
sion broadcast licences and a 
rethinking on the role of the 
state-owned and sole licensed 
TV company, Caribbean Broad-
casting Corporation.

“Any modern democracy 
places great emphasis on an 
independent media; on ensur-
ing there is a very clear mech-
anism in place for granting 
of licences to operate media 
house,” he said, adding, “if we 
wish to give television licenc-
es to others, give them. Just 
ensure that they have the right 

environment”.
In what is regarded to be 

somewhat of an irregularity 
for this island as a developing 
country solid in, and renowned 
for, practices of democracy, 
successive Barbados govern-
ments have never seen it fit to 
open TV broadcast licences to 
private enterprise.

TV broadcast licences are 
subject to approval of the rel-
evant minister of government. 

Inniss said, “the state needs 
to focus more on creating and 
maintaining the best regula-
tory environment that covers 
all types of media in Barbados, 
and all types of media hous-
es, and not necessarily lock 
itself into just the ownership 
and operation of a few media 
houses”.

The business and com-
merce minister found reason 
for these statements in Parlia-
ment where Government was 
seeking, and obtained, approval 
to grant CBC Bds$9.2 million 
(Bds$1 = 50 cents US) to help 
it pay mounting outstanding 
debts.

While devoting much of its 

broadcast content to political 
information suitable to the 
government of the day this 
state-owned TV station has for 
many years been challenged 
with financial sustainability 
and is currently in debt to the 
tune of over Bds $106 million.

But in a show of the strong 
political hand that guides opera-
tions of that entity, its manage-
ment had last year refused an 
offer of payment from the Oppo-
sition Barbados Labour Party to 
run a delayed annual conference 
broadcast despite being heavily 
in debt.

That refusal of paid broad-
cast time in October of last year 
prompted BLP General Secre-
tary, Jerome Walcott, to say, 
“apparently CBC a Barbadian 
station, financed by the tax pay-
ers of Barbados, which should 
be operating for all Barbadians 
seems to have a recurrent prob-
lem with the requests of this 
country’s main Opposition party 
the Barbados Labour Party”.

Implying that if Barbadians 
elect his party into government 
in the coming elections the 
granting of TV licences would 

be liberated, the BLP official 
said at that time, “the longest 
day must come to an end and 
eventually the people of Barba-
dos will determine the fate and 
future of the CBC”.

With elections constitution-
ally due no later than the first 

week of June, and a mood swing 
evident in statements from both 
leading political parties, the fate 
of CBC may be one of elimina-
tion while Barbados sees the 
rise of private TV stations for the 
first time in its 52-year history 
as a nation.

Barbados minister calls
for more TV licences

Barbados Government Minister, Donville Inniss
 Photo by George Alleyne

By Vinette K. Pryce
A monument to Robert Nesta 

Marley has been approved by 
the Marley family and will be 
erected in Zimbabwe, the only 
African nation he performed 
during his brief lifetime.

Reportedly permission was 
granted by the Marley estate to 
erect a statue in honor of the 
singer, musician and cultural 
icon acclaimed to be the first 
Third World superstar.

Marley performed at Zim-
babwe’s independence celebra-
tions in 1980 when Robert 
Mugabe replaced the all-white 
governance that ruled for gen-
eration. 

Prior to his arrival and per-
formance, the Rastafarian 
icon 1978 and in honor of the 
long struggle to self-rule by 
the Southern African nation 
composed a song called “Zim-
babwe.”

“Natty dread inna Zimba-
bwe” chorused an anthemic 
reggae hit which was report-
edly echoed during the war 
by soldiers who fought against 
British colonial rule.

The statue whose design is 
still not decided will be placed 
at the Rufaro stadium in the 
capital city of Harare where 
Marley performed..

According to an article in 
Africa News, the statue will be 
bronze, eight meters and con-
structed and sculpted by two 
South African artists, Andre 

Prinsloo and Ruhan Janse Van 
Vuuren. The pair also created 
a Nelson Mandela statue which 
is located at the Parliament-
Union Buildings in Pretoria, 
South Africa.

Allegedly, before construc-
tion the Marley estate will 
have to approve the plans.

Marley died of cancer at age 

36 March 11, 1981.
His 73rd birthday was 

marked on Feb. 6 by numerous 
concerts in Jamaica and cities 
throughout the world.

Also making news is the Feb. 
6 birth date announcement 
that a new film described as 
“an animated musical love let-
ter to Marley is in the works.

According to a press release, 
the animated film will feature 
many of the  reggae icon’s 
music and will be written and 
produced by Kenya Barris, 
acclaimed for the hit television 
show “Black-ish” and the box-
office movie “Girls Trip.”

The project is being written 
and produced by Barris and 
intended to be “an animated 
musical love letter to Marley’s 
legendary music and to the 
people of Jamaica.” 

Producer of the film include 
Cedella Marley, the eldest 
daughter of Bob and Rita Mar-
ley.

“My father has inspired art 
and artists around the world 
and I’m excited to embark on 
a new creative venture that 

highlights his incredible 
music.”

“We are thrilled to work 
with Kenya Barris and David 
Blackman on this project as 
well as a Fox Animation who 
gave us this platform to intro-
duce a new generation to my 
father’s music.” 

Now in its development 
stages, the film is still untitled 
but will be released in collabo-
ration with Universal Music 
Group’s Polygram Entertain-
ment and Twentieth Century 
Fox Animation. 

“As we continue to ramp 
up and diversify our slate of 
films at Fox Animation, we 
are thrilled to be working with 
Cedella Marley, Kenya Bar-
ris and Polygram Entertain-
ment on this project,” Andrea 
Miloro and Robert Baird, co-
presidents of Fox said.

 “In doing so, we not only 
have the opportunity to build 
new relationships for the stu-
dio, but we get to tell a story, 
inspired by the music of Bob 
Marley, one of the greatest 
music legends of our time.”

Jamaican Reggae singer Bob Marley performs on stage 
during a concert in Bourget, Paris, on July 3, 1980. 
 Associated Press / Str, File

Zimbabwe honors Bob Marley with statue
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

By Tangerine Clarke 
Commissioner of Police, 

James P. O’Neill told a large 
gathering of black police offic-
ers - “our great diversity brings 
us together in a beautiful way, 
and makes us a much better, 
stronger police department.”

The head of the New York 
Police Department lauded 
the hundreds of black officers 
including Caribbean-Ameri-
cans nationals, for their dedi-
cated work, during his remarks 
on Feb. 21, at the Annual NYPD 
Black History Month celebra-
tion, in the auditorium of 1 
Police Plaza.

“You are not only repre-
senting your heritage, but 
the interest of your members, 
that is important,” he told the 
police officers.

O’Neill credits the hard work 
and sacrifice by law enforce-
ment for the overall drop in 
crimes, applauding them for 
keeping families together who 
didn’t have to grieve, and sav-
ing lives. 

“It is hard work but the only 
way we can get through this is 
by working together,” he said

“I am proud to be here 
tonight happy. I am proud to 

be the police commissioner. 
Have a good time, go back to 
work, keep the city safe, and 
keep the department safe,” said 
O’Neill who has today, served 
35 years in law enforcement.

The decades-old NYPD 
Guardians Association, a fra-
ternal organization, that has 
been at the forefront fight-
ing discrimination within 
the NYPD, celebrated with 
National Organization of Black 
Law Enforcement Execu-
tive (NOBLE) and Africa Law 
Enforcement Organization 
(ALEO), also, Guyanese Amer-
ica Law Enforcement Associa-
tion (GALEA), (Dept. Inspector 
Rhonda O’Reilly-Bovell, Presi-
dent), and the Haitian Ameri-
can Law Enforcement Frater-
nal (HALEFO) (Kidert Jean-
Mary, President, NYPD, Ret.)

The hours-long BHM 2018 
event, included the themed 
video presentation “We are 
the NYPD” that showcased the 
work and missions undertaken 
to enhance the lives of citizens 
in their communities, narrated 
by presidents of the various 
groups.

Performances by the Guard-
ians string band, Lieutenant 

Acu Rhodes and Police Officer 
Charles Mack, Haitian-born 
Joycelyne Dorisme, Guyanese 
drummer Jeggae, and the 
Guardians Association Gospel 
choir were the high point of 
the evening. 

The commemoration began 
with a ceremonial salute, fol-
lowed by the National Anthem 

of America, the Negro National 
Anthem, invocation by Bishop 
Victor A Brown, and welcome 
and introduction remarks by 
Detective Felicia Richards, pres-
ident of the NYPD Guardians 
Association. 

The Benediction by Rev. Dr. 
Barbara Williams-Harris, made 
way for a lavish reception that 

served cuisine from various 
countries.

Senator Roxanne Persaud, 
Consul General of Guyana, NY, 
Barbara Atherly, and other police 
top brass, Deputy Police Commis-
sioner, Benjamin Tucker, Chief 
Terence Monahan, Chief James 
Secreto and Chief Nilda Hofmann 
also attended the event.

Police Chief: Our great diversity brings us together

Guyanese-Americans NYPD offi cers are pictured against the Guyanese American Law En-
forcement Association’s (GALEA) NY Chapter banner. Front row PO Khyum Khan, Deputy 
Inspector, Rhonda O’Reilly, President, Consul General of Guyana, NY, Barbara Atherly, Sen-
ator Roxanne Persaud, and others. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2012 VOLKSWAGEN  
JETTA   ...............................Buy For

$10,995
Stk #U5736, 4 cyl, manual, 64,048 mi. 
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 

2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
MURANO SL AWD  .......... Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2619, V6, auto, Silver, 40,427 mi.
2016 NISSAN
ROGUE AWD ....................Buy For

$19,999
Stk #2779, 4 cyl, auto, 11,158 mi.  
2014 NISSAN    
PATHFINDER SV ............. Buy For

$21,995
Stk #2805, V6, auto, 18,165 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND .......................... Buy For

$28,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

UBER SPECIAL

2011 BUICK   

ENCLAVE CX AWD   ..... Buy For
$11,995

Stk #U5733, V6, auto, black, 47,537 mi.

2015 NISSAN   

ROGUE SL AWD ...........Buy For
$18,995

Stk #2807, 4 cyl, auto, 12,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI  

Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For
$21,995

Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

Q50 AWD ..................... Buy For
$23,995

Stk #U5731, V6, auto, black, nav, 16,009 mi.  

2014 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD ..................Buy For
$29,995

Stk #U5698, V6, auto, nav, 32,809 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

QX70 AWD ................... Buy For
$31,995

Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

PRE-OWNED 

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA S

PRE-OWNED 
2014 INFINITI                           

QX60 AWD 
                                        

Stk #2877, V6, auto, black, nav, 38,200 mi.

$29,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 03/02/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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'15 HONDA ACCORD'17 NISSAN SENTRA
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 03/02/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250



30    Caribbean Life, Mar. 02–Mar. 08, 2018 BQ

By Nelson A. King
Kings County Hospital 

(KCH) in Brooklyn says Dr. 
Robert Gore, a physician in 
the Emergency Department 
(ED) has been named to the 
2018 the Presidential Lead-
ership Scholars Program, 
a partnership between the 
presidential centers of George 
W. Bush, William J. Clinton, 
George H.W. Bush. 

The hospital said Dr. Gore 
was selected by the pres-
tigious leadership train-
ing program for developing 
and implementing the Kings 
Against Violence Initiative 
(KAVI), a youth violence pre-
vention program.

The Presidential Leader-
ship Scholars Program was 
designed to cultivate a diverse 
network of leaders who are 
capable of addressing our 
nation’s most pressing chal-
lenges, KCH said. 

Over the course of six 
months, it said the executive-
style education series pro-
vides mid-career profession-
als with the opportunity to 

learn from former presidents, 
key administration officials, 
respected scholars and aca-
demics. 

“I feel fortunate to be able 
to participate in the Presiden-
tial Leadership Scholars Pro-
gram and represent the Kings 
Against Violence Initiative 
and NYC Health + Hospitals/
Kings County,” said Dr. Gore. 
“This is a great opportunity 
to rewrite the narrative on 
youth violence and promote 
social change while working 
with thought leaders from 
across the country, including 
past presidents.”

In addition to his roles at 
KCH, Dr. Gore, a Brooklyn 
native, serves as an assistant 
clinical professor of emergen-
cy medicine at SUNY Down-
state. 

Founded in 2011, the Kings 
Against Violence Initiative 
provides participating youths 
with academic support, men-
toring, and the development 
of advocacy skills. 

The program also engages 
adults to assist in support of 

participating youths, as well 
as their families, KCH said. 

It said Dr. Gore contin-
uously seeks new ways to 
build the program, “and his 
appointment to the Presiden-
tial Leadership Scholars Pro-
gram is expected to provide 
new ways to build on suc-
cesses already achieved.” 

“We congratulate Dr. Gore 
on his acceptance into this 
elite program,” said KCH 
chief executive officer Shel-
don P. McLeod. “His steadfast 
commitment to cultivating 
the growth and spirit of the 
youth in our community is 
commendable. 

“Under his stewardship, 
the Kings Against Violence 
Initiative has provided a 
nurturing environment that 
promotes a positive outlook 
and engages our youth in 
activities that help them to 
thrive and become produc-
tive adults,” he added. “NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Kings 
County will continue our tra-
dition of standing with Dr. 
Gore to support KAVI and its 

mission to enrich the lives 
and health of the youth and 
families in our communi-
ties.”

KCH said this is not the first 
recognition for Dr. Gore’s work 

leading the Kings Against Vio-
lence Initiative. Most recently, 
in 2017, he received the Dis-
tinguished Community Serv-
ice Award from the United 
Hospital Fund.

Kings County physician named 2018 
Presidential Leadership Scholar

Dr. Robert Gore. Kings County Hospital

By Nelson A. King
The main opposition National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) in 
Grenada say it has nominated 
“capable, serious, independent-
minded” candidates in all 15 
constituencies for the March 13 
general elections.

The NDC said the “team of 
professionals” are committed to 
“putting people first.

“Our team is a combination 
of experience and youthfulness 
— new ideas and veteran wis-
dom,” said NDC Leader V. Nazim 
Burke in a statement. “The men 
and women who have joined our 
team come from all walks of life 
- business, agriculture, govern-
ment service, trade unions and 
academia. They are united in 
the belief that we need to create 
more jobs and opportunities for 
our people.”

“From our 20-something 
year old candidates like Tevin 
Andrews and Ali Dowden with 
plenty of new ideas and energy 
to wise veterans like Dr. George 
Vincent and Franka Bernardine 
who have the experience neces-
sary to ensure they’re ready on 
day one, our team is the right 
mix of experience and youth,” 

Burke added.
“Our champions in St. Patrick, 

Joseph Andall and Cecilia Ann 
John, will work to bring devel-
opment and make sure there 
are proper health services in the 
area,” he continued. “Our team 
for St. Andrew’s — Phillip Alex-
ander, Terry Hillaire, Sylvester 
Quarless and Patrick Simmons 
- will make sure that Grenville 
and the surroundings aren’t 
forgotten, and that the parish 
becomes a true jobs engine — 
creating opportunities for young 
people in those areas.

In St. Mark, Burke said Jer-
ome Thomas is an “independent-
minded voice of the community, 
and in the Town of St. George, 
Claudette Joseph is from the area 
and cares deeply for the people. 

“And, in St. George South and 
St. David, Ray Roberts and Adri-
an Thomas know that job crea-
tion isn’t enough — that we have 
to build an opportunity society 
where everyone has a chance 
to succeed,” the NDC leader 
said, stating that the campaign 
is engaged, and is about four 
things: jobs, healthcare, lower 
taxes and more opportunities. 

“These are the most pressing 

issues that need government’s 
immediate attention,” Burke 
said “It’s no longer time to wait 
or make excuses; it’s time to 
vote... for an NDC team that puts 
people first.”

He said the 2018 campaign 
manifesto is about ideas and 
vision for creating jobs and 
opportunities for “our people 
and for improving healthcare.

“The NDC is inviting the pub-
lic — for the first time in Carib-
bean history — to contribute 
substantively to the development 
of positive plans and ideas for 
the country,” Burke said, dis-
closing that there is a comment 
string open on the NDC’s Face-
book page, where Grenadians are 
invited to share their positive 
policy ideas.

“We believe in listening to the 
people because we are a party 
that puts people first,” he added. 
“This is the first time in the 
history of the Caribbean that 
a political party is using the 
Internet to invite the public to 
share their ideas and vision for 
consideration to become part of 
a political party’s platform. 

“I’m proud that we’re putting 
people first not just through 

words — but through deeds, 
by listening to the people and 
taking your ideas and opinions 
into account,” Burke continued. 
“I invite the public to comment 
on our Facebook page with your 
ideas. It could be ideas on how to 
create jobs and opportunity - or 
ideas to improve the healthcare 
crisis we have in Grenada; or, 
ideas related to any other issue 
facing the people. I look forward 
to hearing from you online.”

Forty-five candidates have 
been nominated for Grenada’s 
parliamentary elections, slat-
ed for March 13, it has been 
announced. 

Most of the candidates are 
in one of two political camps, 
the first being the incumbent 
New National Party; the second 
is the NDC. The NNP has also 
nominated 15 candidates for the 
general elections. 

Five minority parties — Gre-
nada Empowerment Movement; 
Progressive Party; Grenada 
Reconnaissance Party; Liberal 
Party; and the Grenada Progres-
sive Movement — are also vying 
for seats in the forthcoming poll, 
as well as four independent can-
didates. 

In an odd twist of fate, this 
year’s parliamentary elections 
will not include a candidate from 
the minority Good Ole Democ-
racy, or GOD, at the polls. The 
last time this has happened was 
in 1984, according to telesur.

Justin “Crow” McBurnie, 
leader of the GOD, said this is 
not the end of his political career 
“because Grenadians will still 
like to see me as prime minister 
of this country,” telesur said. 

In Grenada, elections are 
won based on the number of 
constituencies secured rather 
than the sum total of popular 
votes. Prime Minister Mitchell 
is confident that his NNP will 
be re-elected for a second, five-
year term.

It’s not clear why Mitchell 
scheduled the general election 
for March 13, the date holds 
a very special meaning to 
islanders, telesur said. On that 
day, in 1979, Maurice Bishop-
led members of the New Jewel 
Movement (NJM,) in a blood-
less revolution, which over-
threw former Prime Minister 
Sir Eric Gairy. At the time, 
Gairy was on an official visit to 
the United States.

Grenada main opposition party ready for March 13 election
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IDEAS FOR SWEET 16s | PARTIES | PROMS | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2018

Feet don’t 
fail me now!
Avoid painful shoe drama

Serving
Face

How to get the look of 
your dreams for your 
big celebration

Cover courtesy of 
Terani Couture
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Many schools are imposing strict restrictions on 
prom attendance. While administrators cite 
safety as the primary reason for such restric-

tions, many graduating students are not happy with the 
babying behavior.

For most prom-goers, the rituals for this special night 
include formal wardrobe, taking photos, riding together 
with friends, and the purchase of corsages or other small 
trinkets of aff ection. But many students now fi nd they 
have to go through a checklist of potential don’ts before 
they can receive entry to the prom.

AGE LIMITS
Age limits are imposed on many things, including en-

try to movies and clubs, to purchase alcohol or tobacco 
products, and to obtain driver’s licenses, to name a few. 
Such restrictions have, in many cases, been put in place 
to keep young people from engaging in risky behavior. 

Students going to the prom may fi nd that their school 
places restrictions on who they can they bring as a date, 
especially according to age. Many schools set a cut-off  
where individuals age 21 or older are not allowed to at-
tend. Th is is likely because it limits the chances of alcohol 
being introduced into the dance. Also, for legal reasons, 

there may be restrictions on students under the legal 
adult age bringing someone older to the dance.

WARDROBE
Many young men and women may be following the 

fashion trends currently dictated by Hollywood and 
beyond, not all choices may be acceptable at school. In 
2010, more than a dozen students at Oxford High School 
in Alabama were disciplined for dress code violations 
thanks to their choices in prom gowns.

Students may fi nd dress code policies prohibit dresses 
that are above the knee, ones that show cleavage below 
the breastbone, or materials that are sheer or too reveal-
ing. Depending on the school, there also may be limits 
as to what girls and guys are allowed to wear, such as 
no tuxedos or suits for the girls and no dresses for the 
guys.

Schools that impose a dress code may mail home ad-
visements of the policy, or it may be up to the students to 
fi nd out the restrictions from administration.

ALCOHOL SCREENING
In an eff ort to prevent drunk driving injuries and fa-

talities, some schools have implemented alcohol screen-

ing procedures. Alcohol-related crashes are one of the 
leading causes of death come prom time. Also, alcohol 
is said to reduce people’s inhibitions, which can increase 
risky behavior, such as having unprotected sex.

Students who attended the Saratoga Springs High 
School Prom in 2011 had to submit to an alcohol screen-
ing to prove they had not been drinking before enter-
ing the prom. Passive alcohol sensors as well as coat and 
bag checks were used prior to and during the dance to 
detect alcohol consumption. Th e school stated that the 
policy was put in place after two students were hospital-
ized and 21 were disciplined after engaging in underage 
drinking at a prior dance. 

Th ese are not the only restrictions some schools 
implement. Across the country, dates have been banned 
after criminal background checks turn up past misde-
meanors. Some schools require parents prescreen poten-
tial not-from-the-school dates, or these students must 
be vouched for by their own principals.

Some students and parents say that these restric-
tions are benefi cial for the safety of the classmates. Oth-
ers argue it is a violation of personal rights. However, if 
the students don’t agree with the policies, he has every 
right not to attend the prom.  

PROM RULES
  TO PROTECT STUDENTS
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Don’t let your 
footwear ruin 
your big night
Most young women looking forward to prom 

or their Sweet 16 party are most excited 
about the chance to dress up and have 

their hair and makeup done. However, it can be 
difficult to be the life of the party or have fun at 
special events when uncomfortable footwear spoils 
the day.

For centuries, women have been renowned for 
the fashions they wear on their feet. But such fash-
ion often comes with a steep price: pain. In fact, 
in ancient Chinese tradition, it was customary for 
girls’ feet to be bound to inhibit the growth of feet 
and show off impossibly small shoe creations. The 
ideal length for a bound foot was roughly three 
inches. These small feet were seen as desirable and 
generally guaranteed a successful, wealthy hus-
band.

Most women do not subject themselves to this 
sort of foot manipulations today, but there are 
plenty who squeeze into uncomfortable shoes in 
an effort to look taller, more elongated, or beau-
tiful. Though uncomfortable footwear might be 
bearable for short periods of time, when hours are 
spent standing or dancing, uncomfortable shoes 
can prove torturous.

To avoid pain during your special day, choose 
shoes that will marry comfort with beauty. Here 
are some considerations:

Grab a platform. Instead of stiletto heels, con-
sider shoes that add height by way of a platform 
heel. The f lat sole will mimic walking in f lat shoes, 
but the platform will offer the desired height.

Go shorter. Choose a shorter dress that works 
well with f lats or low heels. Many women gravi-
tate toward high heels when wearing f loor-length 
gowns to avoid hemming the dress or to make it 
easier to maneuver around without the bottom of 
the gown puddling on the f loor. When that obsta-
cle is removed by way of a shorter dress, it opens 
up the possibilities for lower-profile shoes.

Think about wearing flashy flip-flops or 
sandals. There are many sandal styles that have 
been made more glamorous by way of rhinestones 
and other embellishments. These can look just as 
beautiful as other styles and be more comfort-
able for dancing. Plus, they’ll enable the feet to 
breathe.

Strive for comfort. If you must wear heels, 
spend a little more and select a brand known for 
emphasizing comfort in its designs. Many manu-
facturers are well-known for creating comfortable 

designs that feature f lexible, lightweight soles and 
for adding padding to the shoes to cradle the feet. 
Other shoes can be enhanced with gel inserts and 
other custom orthotics.

Bring a spare pair of shoes. Different brands 
now offer foldable f lat ballet shoes that can be 
stowed in a purse or bag and thrown on in a pinch 
— especially when the pinch comes by way of un-
comfortable heels. 

Pack a first-aid kit for your feet. To allevi-
ate aches and pains, create an emergency kit with 
bandages, moleskin, a topical anesthetic, and even 
soothing foot powder to revive feet plagued by 
pain or blisters.

Uncomfortable shoes can put a damper on prom 
and Sweet 16 festivities. Choosing comfortable 
shoes can mean the difference between having a 
good time or ending the evening early.  

SHOES?
How comfortable are your
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F or most young women, the most exciting part of 
prom and Sweet 16 parties may be the first op-
portunity to embrace high fashion and pamper 

themselves. Naturally, there may be some questions as 
to how to put a best face forward for an occasion that 
will have all eyes on these teens. 

If you are getting ready to party with your friends, 
here are several quick and easy tips for beauty suc-
cess:

Moisturize and treat blemishes to get skin 
looking its best. Start a skincare regimen several 
weeks before the big event to get your skin in shape 
and looking beautiful. Exfoliation with a mild product 
will release dead skin cells and enable makeup to bet-
ter adhere to your face.

Simple is often best. Rather than trying out a 
trendy style or something that is bold, keep makeup 
choices simple. This way when you look back on photos 
in years to come your look will always seem timeless.

Balance colors on your face. If you will be going 
for dark eyes, keep lips bare or with a soft gloss. Bold, 
red lips pair well with simple eyes decked in a neutral 
color.

Brighten or widen eyes. Using a shimmery white 
powder in the corners of each eye will open up your 
eyes and make you appear more refreshed.

Use primers. Primers are products that help make 

makeup last as long as possible. Several hours will 
pass between the moment you apply makeup and the 
last good-bye of the night. Ensure your makeup stays 
put by applying a base primer. An eye primer helps 
keep eye makeup from caking or wearing off.

Go waterproof. Use waterproof or water-resistant 
mascara and stay-put lipstick. This way your makeup 
will remain f lawless through all the happy tears and 
hugs shared with your friends.

Match your foundation carefully. Many women 
make the mistake of choosing a foundation color that 
doesn’t quite blend with their skin. This can create a 
visible line of demarcation at the jawline or hairline. 
Now may be the time to visit your favorite beauty 
counter and ask a cosmetic salesperson for help to find 
the right match. Blend the foundation down the neck 
so that your face will not be a different color from 
your body when wearing a strapless gown.

Try a tinted moisturizer. Those who have a nat-
urally f lawless complexion and want a dewy look to 
their skin can choose a tinted moisturizer instead of 
a foundation.

Go for powdered products. Powder blusher and 
mineral powder foundation may last longer on skin, 
especially when sweating on the dance f loor. After 
makeup application, also dust the face with a translu-
cent finishing powder to set everything.

Use liquid liner for dramatic eyes. Liquid eye-
liner will last longer and provide a smoother applica-
tion than pencil products. Practice before the party to 
solidify your application technique.

Skip tanning. Use a bronzer or self-tanner for a 
safer and more controllable color. You want to look 
sun-kissed and not lobster red on prom night. When 
applying bronzer, sweep it across the hollow of your 
cheeks. Dab some on your temples, your hairline, 
along the sides of your nose, under your jawline and 
on your neck.

Matte makeup is better for photos. Matte 
makeup generally looks better in photography than 
frosted colors, especially when the f lashes will be go-
ing rapid-fire.

Compliment your eye color. Don’t match your 
eye shadow to your gown or eyes. Use colors that will 
naturally bring out the hue of your eyes. Blue eyes are 
brightened by shades of chocolate or taupe. Brown 
eyes can be enhanced with shades of navy and sap-
phire. Green or hazel eyes will be complemented by 
eggplants and burgundy.

Smoky eyes need not be black or gray. Create 
the smoky effect with the shadow and liner colors that 
complement your eye color.

Touch up shiny spots. Keep oil blotting tissues in 
your purse to keep shine at bay.

Extend the beauty to nails and toes. Sparkle 
polishes and nail art appliques are ideal ways to dress 
up nails for your moment in the spotlight. Glitter will 
catch the light and will camouflage imperfections.

Prom and Sweet 16 are times to explore all the 
beauty options available and look beautiful on your 
special night.  

FACE FORWARD
BEST

When it’s your big day, it pays to give your 
beauty routine some extra special attention
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New York State is making it harder for 
residents receiving Medicaid to get home 
care. But by following the proper steps 
and being persistence, a family can still 
get the required home care necessary for 
their loved one. KatarzynaBialasiewicz

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
New York State residents receiving Medicaid home 
care must prepare for another hurdle when requesting 
more hours. Starting April 1, 2018, the New York State 
Department of Health is changing the appeal process 
when an agency denies more service. This new obsta-
cle makes it harder to get increased home care hours, 
but with an understanding of how to precede and by 
knowing what information to present, a family can 
still get increased home care on appeal. 

When a family requests more hours through a Med-
icaid home care service, the agency sends a nurse to 
reassess the client’s needs.  If the agency rules against 
the request, it sends a written summary to the family 
stating the reasons for the denial.   

Once the denial is received, the family may chal-
lenge the decision through an appeal. Before April 1, 
families could request an internal appeal through the 
home care agency or request a Fair Hearing. A Fair 
Hearing is an appeal before an administrative law 
judge from the New York State Offi ce of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance. Many families prefer this 
option, reasoning they are more likely to win an ap-
peal through an impartial third party.

Starting on April 1, families will not be permitted 
to request a Fair Hearing until they have fi led an ap-
peal though the agency. A decision can take up to 30 
days. Only after the agency refuses more service can 
the family request a Fair Hearing.  

This lengthy process often discourages families 
from continuing the appeal process. Here are fi ve steps 
that can help families get increased home care hours: 

Step 1: Request the 
nurse’s assessment  

When an agency declines more care, it sends a sum-
mary of its fi ndings. The summary is taken from a 
more lengthy report that documents specifi c reasons 
the client does not need additional service. When you 
appeal the decision, request a copy of the nurse’s com-
plete report. Then get out your pencil.

Step 2: Highlight inaccuracies 
in the report

Read the assessment several times and circle all in-
accuracies. If the assessment states that your mom can 
walk 50 feet unassisted and you know she can barely 
stand up by herself, circle the statement. Look for other 
errors: Can your mom get in and out of the shower by 
herself? Can she dress or eat her meals unassisted? 

With this information available, you can begin 
your next step.

Step 3: Document your evidence 
To win an appeal you need concrete evidence. Start 

by documenting how well your mom can or cannot 
perform necessary daily activities. If your mother 
falls frequently, indicate the number of times and the 
dates. If she is unable to eat unassisted, record any 
weight loss. Ask for doctors’ records that substantial 
your evidence.

Step 4: File your appeal on time
The home care agency’s written denial must in-

clude how and when to appeal the decision. Note the 

deadline date and fi le your appeal before that time. If 
your appeal is late, you have already lost. Even when 
you get the appeal in on time it can take up to a month 
to receive an answer. 

Step 5: Request a fair hearing 
and bring your evidence

The request for a fair hearing must be fi led within 10 
days of receiving a denial. When you go to the hearing, 
bring concrete evidence proving the reason for your 
request. This should include doctor’s letters, hospital 
admission, and witness statements. These are called 
exhibits. Number all the exhibits and hand them to the 
judge. After the judge hears and reviews the case, she 
will send a letter stating her decision. With proper evi-
dence, you can win your appeal.

New York State is making it harder to get increased 
Medicaid home care, but it is not impossible. Families 
must be aware of the new procedures to win an appeal. 
The state might be making the process more diffi cult, 
but by following the proper steps and by being persis-
tence, a family can still get the required home care for 
their loved one. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care advisor, advocate, 
and founder of ElderCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision for aging loved 
ones. She understands the regulations covering long-
term care, helps with life transitions, and monitors care 
through regular visits. She teaches advocacy skills to 
caregivers and professionals. For more information, 
visit www.joannaleefer.com.

Five steps to getting more home care
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Perhaps thanks to a struggling econ-
omy and an unpredictable stock 
market that has resulted in many 

retirement nest eggs being decimated, 
more and more adult children are wel-
coming their aging parents into their 
homes. Such living situations have led 
to a growth in in-law suites. 

In-law suites are often created by 
converting a room in the house, such 
as the basement or even a garage, into 
a livable suite. Such suites can benefi t 
elderly relatives who might have been 
dealt an unforeseen fi nancial blow. But 
in-law suites can also benefi t younger 
homeowners who want to see their par-
ents more. In addition, when older men 
and women move in with their adult 
children, they can provide some neces-
sary relief from the escalating cost of 
daycare.

But before building an in-law suite in 
their home, homeowners might want to 
heed the following tips:

Be certain it is legal. Making 
changes to your home may require a 
permit, particularly if your in-law suite 
will be an entirely new addition to your 
property and not just a strict room re-
model. Contact your local zoning board 
to ensure the project is within your 
rights as a homeowner.

Consider the health of your in-

laws when making plans. Many in-
law suites are occupied by aging rela-
tives who might not be able to get up and 
down stairs as easily as they used to. 
That makes accessibility of the suite a 
top priority. Typically, it’s best to locate 
in-law suites on the fi rst fl oor, so rela-
tives won’t fi nd it diffi cult to get in and 
out of the suite.

 Don’t overlook privacy. Just be-
cause your parents or in-laws will be 
moving in doesn’t mean they don’t still 
value their privacy. Chances are your 

relatives will initially feel as though 
they are invading your space and your 
privacy, so be sure the suite affords ad-
equate privacy to all members of the 
household. It might be best to build the 
suite so it has its own separate entrance 
from the rest of the home. The suite 
should also have its own full bathroom 
and, if possible, its own kitchen area so 
your in-laws can cook for themselves 
and entertain their own guests without 
feeling like a burden. A second kitchen 
is also something to discuss with a zon-

ing board, as some locales prohibit hav-
ing two complete kitchens in a single 
residence.

Tailor certain amenities to the el-

derly. If your in-laws are older, install 
certain amenities, such as grab bars in 
the shower and bathroom, during the 
initial construction so you won’t have 
to make changes down the road. Install 
easy-open drawers and make sure the 
suite has ample lighting.

Remember to install safety fea-

tures. Safety features like fi re, smoke, 
and carbon monoxide detectors are a ne-
cessity. Make sure the alarms on each 
of these detectors are loud enough so el-
derly men and women who have hearing 
loss can hear them without issue. Make 
sure all walkways leading to the in-
law suite have motion-detecting lamps 
at night to reduce risk of falling. Also, 
if the suite will be a separate building 
from your house, such as a converted 
pool house or detached garage, install 
an intercom system that connects with 
the main house so your relatives can 
easily reach you in case of emergency.

In-law suites are becoming more pop-
ular as a greater number of older adults 
are moving in with their adult children. 
Such suites can bring families closer to-
gether and prove benefi cial for all par-
ties involved.  

BY RIMAS JASIN AND JUDY ZANGWILL
There are an estimated 425,000 caregivers in New 
York City helping family members with Alzheim-
er’s and other dementias.

If you are an Alzheimer’s caregiver, we salute 
you for all you do. Here are fi ve tips to make a dif-
fi cult job a little easier:

 
Plan for the future 

During the early stages of the disease, it’s impor-
tant to make provisions for the later stages. This is 
the best time to talk with your loved one about his 
or her wishes regarding medical care decisions 
and estate planning. The discussion may be diffi -
cult and emotionally fraught, but it will be helpful 
in the long term. Start by working with your fam-
ily member to draft documents known as advance 
directives. 

One, known as a living will, outlines what kind 
of life-prolonging medical treatment the family 
member will want to receive when he or she be-
comes terminally ill or permanently unconscious. 
Another, called a healthcare proxy, designates an-
other person to make health care decisions when 
the family member is no longer able to do so. The 
early stages of the disease is also the best time to 
help your loved one with fi nancial planning, which 
includes drafting a will and making sure that all 
necessary insurance is in order.

Also, during the early stages, talk with your 
family member’s doctor about a plan of action for 
medical care. This is also a good time to communi-
cate with friends and more distant family members 
about your loved one’s diagnosis. Some may want to 
make plans to visit the loved one during the early 

stages. Others may volunteer to help with caregiv-
ing.

 
Get organized 

That means doing all you need to do to follow 
the doctor’s plan of action, such as keeping a list of 
medications handy and keeping track of the family 
member’s dietary needs. Prepare a document list-
ing all the important details so that friends, family 
members, or aides know what to do if they pitch in 
as caregivers. Consider keeping a journal to docu-
ment your family member’s changes over time.

 
Remember you’re not alone

Support is available, and you don’t have to do 
all the caregiving by yourself. Presbyterian Se-
nior Services and Sunnyside Community Services 
are multi-service nonprofi t organizations in New 
York City that provide comprehensive services to 
Alzheimer’s caregivers, including respite services, 
long-term care planning, peer support groups, 
counseling services, caregiver skills training, and 
transportation for medical appointments and shop-
ping. Social service agencies in cities and towns na-
tionwide provide a range of support services.

 
Take care of yourself

Don’t neglect your own health while caring for 
a family member; you can provide the best care 
only when you’re in good health yourself.  That 
means keeping your medical appointments, exer-
cising, and maintaining a healthy diet. Recognize 
that caregiving is emotionally taxing, so take steps 
to avoid burnout: Take a break and make time for 
yourself. Call a friend and go out on occasion.

 
Give yourself credit for the tough 
job you’re doing

Don’t discount the importance of your care-
giver role. When you seek out help, don’t lose sight 
of your role as a partner with the professionals in 
providing care to your loved one. You are making a 
positive difference in the life of someone you love, 
and even if  he or she can’t always express apprecia-
tion, know that you are a hero.

Rimas Jasin is the executive director of Presbyte-
rian Senior Services. Judy Zangwill is the executive 
director of Sunnyside Community Services.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Things to consider when building an in-law suite

Many seniors are moving in with their adult children to help care for grandkids and provide 
some relief from a sagging economy.

Five tips for Alzheimer’s caregivers

When you’re caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s, it’s im-
portant to take care of yourself as well.
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Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 27 YEARS

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
Will I need glasses 

after cataract surgery?
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

By the year 2030, there will be 
70 million Americans over the age 
of 65. At least one out of every three 
Americans will have some sort of 
eye problem. Cataracts are one of 
the most common problems facing 
Americans, but fortunately surgery 
can usually restore vision.  With mod-
ern-day cataract surgery many pa-
tients can experience improved vision 
almost immediately.  Today, patients 
don’t only want improved vision, but 
also less dependency on glasses for 
driving, computer work and reading.  
There are new implants which for the 
right patient can lessen the necessity 
for glasses and can also correct astig-
matism. 

Every patient planning to undergo 
cataract surgery should have the fol-
lowing discussion with their ophthal-
mologist: 

1) How strongly do they want to 
not use glasses. 

2) What are their hobbies? 
Patients who need crisp distance 

glasses for example in order to play 
tennis are not necessarily good candi-
dates for the new multifocal implants.  
If the patient is still working, what kind 
of job do they hold and what vision 
requirements do they have? 

3) Do they drive? 
4) Do they use glasses for reading 

now? 
The new multifocal implants which 

make patients less dependent on 
glasses are not necessarily the best 
option for every patient.  A thorough 
discussion with your ophthalmologist 
is a must so that patients have real-
istic expectations about their vision 
after cataract surgery.

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

Natural Solutions To Treating

Nearly 50 million Americans (one in six people) suffer from some form 
of Arthritis. Osteoarthritis and Rheumatoid Arthritis are the best known 
of over 100 chronic diseases of the joints, bones and muscles.

The pain and limited mobility caused by Arthritis and related joint 
diseases can destroy a person’s way of life and dramatically reduce 
their job performance. 

Discover what the former president of the Arthritis Foundation says         
is the true cause of Arthritis (and it is not simply a matter of aging).

Why do some people never get Arthritis? What is the secret to flexible, 
pain-free joints? Don’t think everyone has joint pain or Arthritis as they 
get older; the vast majority do not.

You do not need to suffer. Schedule this talk today! 

Let Dr. Adamo work with you to help alleviate your pain.

Most insurance accepted | Sliding scale fees for the uninsured  

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC
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& Preventing 
Joint Disease

The public is quickly 
learning that drug abuse 
goes beyond the ille-

gal substances that are pur-
chased on the street. Abuse 
of drugs extends to the pre-
scription medications sitting 
in many medicine cabinets. 

Teenagers and young 
adults may be the fi rst to be 
stereotyped as prescription 
drug abusers, but seniors 
may have unwittingly be-
come mixed up in one of the 
most misused prescription 
classes: opioid pain reliev-
ers.

The problem of opioid 
abuse has been a growing is-
sue for years. The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse es-
timates 2.1 million people in 
the United States suffer from 
substance abuse of opioid 
pain relievers. Older patients 
are increasingly and repeat-
edly prescribed opioids to 
address chronic pain from 

arthritis, cancer, and other 
problems that become more 
apparent as people age. 

Data from U.S. Medicare 
recipients found that, in 2011, 
roughly 15 percent of seniors 
were prescribed an opioid 
after being discharged from 
the hospital. When followed 
up on three months later, 42 
percent were still taking the 
medication. Fast forward to 
2015, and almost one-third of 
all Medicare patients were 
prescribed opioid painkill-
ers by their physicians, says 
AARP. The Canadian Insti-
tute for Health Information 
says adults between the ages 
of 45 and 64 and seniors age 
65 and older had the highest 
rates of hospitalizations due 
to opioid poisoning over the 
past 10 years.

AARP also indicates 
nearly three million Amer-
icans age 50 or older have 
started to take painkillers 

for reasons beyond what 
their doctors prescribed. Ex-
perts from the Physicians for 
Responsible Opioid Prescrib-
ing warn that dependence on 
opioids can set in after just 
a few days. Discomfort and 
side effects can occur when 
the pills are stopped. Opioids 
can decrease pain at fi rst, but 
many people fi nd they can be 
less effective over time. 

As a result, patients need 
to take greater amounts. 
Although many people can 
take opioids in small doses 
for short periods of time 
without problems, many fi nd 
themselves overcome by a 
troubling addiction. Some 
doctors prefer not to use opi-
oids as a fi rst line of treat-
ment for chronic pain.

Another possible risk of 
opioids among seniors is that 
the medication can cause 
disorientation that may 
lead to falls and fractures. 

The senior care resource 
A Place for Mom also says 
that prescription narcotics 
may increase risk of respira-
tory arrest. What’s more, an 
older body may not absorb 
and fi lter medicines as effec-
tively as younger bodies can. 
This means that older adults 
might become addicted to 
or have side effects from a 
prescription drug at a lower 
dose.

Seniors concerned about 

opioids can discuss other op-
tions with their doctors, such 
as non-opioid medications 
and alternative therapies for 
pain management, like mas-
sage or acupuncture. If opi-
oids are prescribed, ask for 
the lowest dose and don’t ex-
ceed the time frame for tak-
ing the medicine. Only take 
the pills when absolutely 
necessary, and never mix 
opioids with alcohol or other 
substances.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Opioid-addicted seniors 
are a serious problem

Opioid abuse is a problem for all age groups, including seniors.
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W hat used to be the “golden 
years” of life for seniors is now 
turning into any opportunity 

to spend even more time with their 
youngest family members. Nowadays, 
a growing number of grandparents 
are called on to provide child care for 
their grandkids, many of whom are 
growing up in two-income households. 
Others are helping to raise grandkids 
while providing fi nancial assistance 
for adult children who may not be able 
to live on their own.

This trend has been corroborated 
in a few recent studies. Information 
from the Pew Research Center showed 
7.7 million children in the United 
States were living in the same house-
hold as one of their grandparents in 
2011. A University of Chicago analysis 
of a decade of data based on interviews 
with 13,614 grandparents, ages 50 and 
older, found that 61 percent of grand-
parents provided at least 50 hours 
of care for their grandchildren dur-
ing any given year between 1998 and 
2008. And an April 2012 study for the 
MetLife Mature Market Institute and 
the nonprofi t Generations United, an 
inter-generational policy group, found 
that 74 percent of respondents pro-
vided weekly child care or babysitting 
service for grandkids.

Grandparents often cite helping 
their own children fi nancially as well 
as staying in touch with grandchil-
dren as motivating factors behind 
providing care. According to Genera-
tions United, staying in touch with 
grandkids can give seniors a feeling 
of self-worth and improve their overall 
health.

When spending so much time to-

gether, grandparents may develop spe-
cial relationships with their grand-
children, who may benefi t from the 
knowledge and wisdom offered by 
their elders. The following are some 
lessons grandparents can share with 
youngsters:

Empathy: By sharing stories of 
how things were when they were 
younger, when opportunities may 

have been more scarce, grandparents 
can help teach grandchildren empa-
thy. Grandchildren may learn to be 
grateful for the things they have and 
the people around them, rather than 
taking what they have for granted.

Family history: Grandparents 
can tell grandchildren about family 
members, including youngsters’ own 
parents, and shed light on the genera-
tions that came before them. Looking 
through photos or watching old mov-
ies can provide the avenue by which to 
start conversations about family his-
tory and give children opportunities 
to ask questions.

Interests: Children may be excited 
about learning new skills or hobbies 
taught to them by their grandparents. 
Anything from gardening to wood-
working can be shared.

Respect: Children who grow up re-
specting their grandparents may have 
an increased tendency to respect au-
thority fi gures outside their homes, 
which may help kids grow up to be 
more courteous and kind.

Grandchildren also offer benefi ts to 
their grandparents. Companionship, 
new experiences, and conversation 
can help keep grandparents’ minds 
sharp and bodies active well into their 
golden years.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Bonding benefi ts grandparent and grandkids

Grandparents may develop special relationships with their grandchildren, who may benefi t 
from the knowledge and wisdom offered by their elders.
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By Tangerine Clarke
Barbara Atherly, consul general 

of Guyana to New York, told expa-
triates to be inspired by the vision 
of a united, democratic, and pros-
perous Guyana, during a magnifi-
cent, colorful 48th Republic Anni-
versary celebration, on Thursday, 
Feb. 23.

“Today, 48 years later, we as 
Guyanese should honor the strug-
gles and sacrifices of past gen-
erations and resolve to build on 
progress already achieved,” she 

told a wide cross-section of the 
Diaspora, including Senator Rox-
anne Persaud, all who in unity, 
paid tribute to their country 
which became a Republic on Feb. 
23, 1970. 

Dressed in an African ensemble 
to showcase one of the six peoples 
of her heritage, GC Atherly made a 
commitment to serve expatriates 
in a professional manner through 
several initiatives, stating, “We at 
the consulate stand ready to sup-
port our Guyanese brothers and 

sisters in whatever way possible.”
The diplomat then dramatized 

Cheryl Winter’s poem “Mashra-
mani” in Creolese.

This made way for a colorful, 
exciting and unified evening of the 
stirring African drums by Winston 
“Jaggae” Hoppy, Menes de Groit 
and Akoyaw. The exhilarating 
performances by Zaman’s Indian 
Expression of Unity in Diversity, 
and Kijama Lewis’ African Vibra-
tions, brought the audience to its 

Guyana Consulate celebrates 48th Republic Anniversary

Guyana Consul General Barbara Atherly (center) with Usha Raaghnath at her right and Phyllis Cort in a 
Mashramani-style parade.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Continued on Page 44

Renowned photographer Lem Peter-
kin staged an exhibit of his work dur-
ing a Black History Month event on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018 at 320 Jay St. 
in Brooklyn, New York. 

Peterkin who has been photograph-
ing special events within the Black 
community for more than 50 years 
displayed his work and spoke of his life’s 
mission. He spoke about the history 
of the photographs and said that he 
was working tirelessly to organize and 
complete an inventory of his massive 
collection. 

He thanked Justice Williams, Judge 
Robin Shears, attorney Beverly Hadley, 
and Leah Richardson, co-chair, and 
also thanked Chairperson Supreme 
Court Justice Deborah A. Dowling for 
her help.

Brooklyn Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College continues its 
2017-18 Kumble Theater season with 
jazz singer / songwriter Alicia Olatuja 
on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at 8 pm. 
Drawing from a wide range of musical 
influence including classical, R&B, 
soul, and gospel, this Brooklyn resi-
dent brings her scintillating jazz styl-
ings to Brooklyn’s Kumble Theater, 
including a preview of selections from 
her yet-to-be-released second album, 

Peterkin’s 
photo exhibit

Olatuja’s jazz 
show in town

Jazz singer Alicia Olatuja.
 Harrison Weinstein Photography

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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“Intuition: Songs from the 
Minds of Women.” 

Praised by The New York 
Times as “a singer with a 
strong and luscious tone and 
an amiable regal presence 
on stage,” Olatuja has been 
astounding audiences with 
her exquisite vocals, artistic 
versatility, and captivating 
demeanor. She first came 
into the national spotlight 
in 2013, performing as the 
featured soloist on the “Bat-
tle Hymn of the Republic” 
with the Brooklyn Tabernac-
le Choir at President Barack 
Obama’s Second Inaugura-
tion. GRAMMY®-winning 
jazz artist Dianne Reeves 
was so impressed with Olatu-
ja’s voice that she emailed 
pianist Billy Childs a link 
to the performance, writing, 
“You should hear this girl, 
she can really sing!” Short-
ly thereafter, she assembled 
her own jazz-based ensemble 
and recorded her first solo 
album, “Timeless” (2014).

Originally from St. 

Louis, MO, Olatuja grew up 
immersed in a wide range 
of musical styles, including 
gospel, soul, jazz, and clas-
sical. These influences have 
informed her artistic jour-
ney, and she later gradu-
ated with a Master’s degree 
in Classical Voice/Opera 
from the Manhattan School 
of Music. Of her classical 
studies, Alicia remarked 
in a 2017 interview with 
Hot House Jazz magazine, 
“When I started classical 
voice, I was really study-
ing for a healthy foundation, 
so I could sing whatever I 
wanted to sing. I had a huge 
appetite for variety in music, 
and I just wanted to learn 
how to work my instrument. 
Falling in love with opera 
became a part of that proc-
ess. I always knew, though, 
that I would further pursue 
my roots in gospel, jazz, and 
soul music.”

After appearing in numer-
ous operatic and musical 
theater productions, she 
started to perform more 
regularly in gospel and jazz 
concerts and worked with 
such esteemed artists as 
Chaka Khan, BeBe Winans, 
and Christian McBride.

feet. 
Expat Gail Nunes who 

travelled from New Jersey, 
enjoyed the Guyanese cul-
tural expressions of Chard-
ell and Chadeary Park’s “Oh 
Beautiful Guyana,” and Mau-
rine Flores-Dilmohamed 
and Theodore Dilmohamed 
Amerindian mosh — sym-
bolic to Guyanese, whose 
roots Nunes said were plant-
ed in the soil called home, 
and cannot be changed. “We 
need each other,” she said.

Many like Nunes who 
acknowledged that expats 
are drawn even closer to 
each other at events such 
as this — felt the diversi-
ty and unity — when Kish 
Seunarine expressive poet 
“Do Not Stare At Me” by 
Martin Carter reverberated, 
Mark Chung’s Ref lection 
on Chinese Indentureship 
in Guyana, and Verna Wal-
cott White’s choreography 
“The Spirit of Guyana,” per-
formed by Victor Brown and 
Bobby Carter received loud 
applause. 

By far the most diverse 
Republic celebration, as evi-
dent by the vibrant chutney 
melody performed by Novi-

ta Bissessar, Aaliyah Kis-
hundat, Chandini Boodhoo, 
Moneish Boodhoo and Shan-
tel Giaridh, Dennis France 
Dean song — “We God Oil” 
and Bedeyah’s “Poor Boy” — 
Guyana’s multiethnic spirit 
transcended into a phenom-
enal celebration. 

Dr. Cheddi “Joey” Jagan’s 
reflection of his late father, 
former President of Guyana, 
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, was well 
received.

Thanks to shared emceeing 
by Claire Patterson-Monah and 
Paula Walcott-Quintin, and the 
captive audience, the show was 
brought to a crescendo with a 
kaleidoscope of costumes from 
Guyana’s vivacious six races of 
peoples. 

The Mashramani danc-
ing and waving of the Golden 
Arrowhead flag in a celebration 
of togetherness and enjoyment 
by all Guyanese wereheart-
warming.

“A taste of Guyana” recep-
tion, followed.

The Republic Planning Com-
mittee President Patricia Jor-
dan-Langford, applauded the 
group for the success of the 
event and acknowledged Guy-
ana’s achievement. Beverly 
McDonald echoed theses senti-

ments in a vote of thanks.
The consulate thanked the 

Consul General of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Keva Clarke, and 
Rev. Helen John, Pandit Tillack 
Seerattan, Mercedes Pierre and 
Khyume Khan for blessing the 
proceedings.

It also thanked Trinidad and 
Tobago representative, A Capella 
Rkhty, for singing the national 
anthems of the United States 
of America and Guyana, and 
Chuck Mohan for making venue 

DC1707 available. Donoars, 
Edgar Henry, Carl Guillams. 
Dave WI Products, Bakewell 
Bakery Restaurant, Hibiscus 
Restaurant, Orrin Paradise 
Caterers, Faith Leaders, Tony 
Sing, DJ Mark Campbell, Oswald 
Bobb, Carl Anderson, Paintings, 
Yvonne Marcus-All Seasons Cre-
ations, and Clive Powell.

Costumes paraders: Brenda 
Locke, Jonathan Usha Rag-
nauth, Latisha Chester, and 
Phyllis Cort.

MASHRAMANI
Continued from Page 43 

Olatuja 
Continued from Page 43 

Historian Dr. Glenda R. Tay-
lor and her mother, Mary J. 
Taylor, both co-founders of the 
first virtual museum for the 
preservation of African Ameri-
can Women’s history and cul-
ture attended the event. She 
said when they learned of the 
exhibit that they knew they 
must attend. Over the years, 
they have watched Peterkin 
create an extensive portfolio of 
American history and culture, 
specifically historical events 
held in the Black community 
and the New York City area.

Mary J. Taylor congratulated 
Peterkin whom she said, “pro-
vides the most comprehensive 
documentation of our history 
since the late, James Van Der 
Zee (1886-1983).” The exhibit 
included photographs of eve-
ryone from President Barack 
Obama, Coretta Scott King, 
Nelson Mandela, Al Sharpton, 
Governor Cuomo, Frankie 
Crocker, Maya Angelou, Ken 
“Spider” Webb, Mayor David 
Dinkins, Dick Gregory, Robert 
Guillaume, to Chris Rock and 
Janet Jackson. 

Photo exhibit
Continued from Page 43 

An indigenous kid doing his heritage dance on stage. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Justice Betty Williams, retired, Leah Richardson co-chair, 
photographer Lem Peterkin,  Justice Robin Shears and Attn 
Beverly Hadley. Roderick Randall 
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By Kam Williams
Malcolm X (1925-1965) is 

best remembered as the char-
ismatic spokesperson for the 
Nation of Islam whose fiery 
speeches helped the Black Mus-
lims’ ranks swell from 6,000 to 
75,000 between 1956 and 1961. 
However, he fell out of favor 
with the sect’s founder, Elijah 
Muhammad, soon after making 
his pilgrimage to Mecca.

While there, Malcolm prayed 
alongside Muslims of every hue 
who treated him like a brother. 
Consequently, upon returning 
to the States, he announced that 
he could no longer ascribe to 
one of his sect’s basic tenets, 
namely, that white people were 
a genetically-engineered race of 

devils created in a lab 6,600 
years ago by a rogue scientist 
called Yakub.

Since that claptrap was a core 
belief upon which the Nation 
of Islam was founded, Malcolm 
found himself marked for death 
for his blasphemous change of 
heart. And less than a year later, 

he was assassinated by three 
members of the Fruit of Islam, 
the paramilitary wing of the 
Nation of Islam.

“Malcolm X: The Lost Tapes” 
revisits the late icon’s abbrevi-
ated career. The film features 
found footage illustrating the 
late civil rights leader’s concern 

for the welfare of all African-
Americans.

For instance, in one snippet, 
he says: “We’re not brutalized 
because we’re Muslims, Bap-
tists or Catholics, but because 
we’re black people living in the 
United States.” Then, attempt-
ing to inspire his followers to 

appreciate their appearance, he 
asks: “Who taught you to hate 
the way you look from the top 
of your head to the bottom of 
your feet?”

You might be surprised to 
know that Malcolm attended but 
did not speak at the historic 
March on Washington in 1963. 
Here, he explains why he disa-
greed with Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s non-violent philosophy. 
“There is nothing in the Koran 
that teaches us to suffer peace-
fully. If someone puts his hands 
on you, send him to the cem-
etery!”

He also attempts to convert 
black military veterans to his 
cause by declaring that if they 
were willing to die overseas 
fighting to save Europeans from 
Hitler, they ought to be just as 
eager to shed blood to liber-
ate their own people. Suggest-
ing that it was silly to wait for 
segregationist Congressmen to 
end Jim Crow, Malcolm sum-
marizes with a clarion call for 
“freedom, justice and equality 
by any means necessary.”

An intriguing contribution to 
the enduring legacy of a com-
mon street pimp-turned-revolu-
tionary Muslim firebrand.

“Malcolm X: The Lost 
Tapes”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 51 minutes
Production Studio: 1895 
Films
Distributor: Smithsonian 
Channel

Docu features footage of late Civil Rights icon

Black Nationalist leader, Malcolm X, is pictured at a 1963 rally at Lennox Avenue and 115th 
St. in the Harlem section of New York in a 1963 fi le photo. Louis Farrakhan, chief minister of 
the Nation of Islam’s Boston mosque, is at the far right.  Associated Press / Robert Haggins, File

Foxtrot (R for sexual-
ity, graphic images and 
brief drug use) Middle 
East saga, set in Tel 
Aviv, revolving around a 
couple (Lior Ashkenazi 
and Sarah Adler) griev-
ing the loss of a son (Yonaton Shiray) 
serving in the military. With Dekel 
Adin, Yehuda Almagor and Gefen 
Barkai. (In Hebrew with subtitles)

Hondros (Unrated) Reverential 
biopic chronicling the career of Chris 
Hondros (1970-2011), an intrepid war 
photographer who covered conflicts 
in Iraq, Kosovo, Kashmir, Sierra 
Leone, Afghanistan, Israel and Libe-
ria before being killed in Libya dur-
ing a mortar attack.

Mohawk (Unrated) Revenge thrill-
er, set during the War of 1812, about 
the pursuit of an Indian woman 
(Kaniehtiio Horn) and her two lovers 
(Justin Rain and Eamon Farren) by 
the survivors of the American camp 
they burned to the ground. With 
Noah Segan, Ezra Buzzington and 
Jon Huber. (In English, Mohawk and 
French with subtitles)

Oh Lucy! (Unrated) Poignant char-
acter portrait of a lonely cleaning 
lady (Shinobu Terajima) who travels 
from Tokyo to Southern California to 
search for the English teacher (Josh 
Hartnett) she has a crush on. Fea-

turing Kaho Mnami, Koji Yakusho 
and Megan Mullally. (In English and 
Japanese with subtitles)

Souvenir (Unrated) Romance 
drama about a jaded factory work-
er (Isabelle Huppert) inspired by 
a younger colleague (Kevin Azais) 
to pursue her abandoned dream by 
entering a national singing contest. 
With Johan Leysen, Muriel Bersy and 
Fanny Blanchard. (In French with 
subtitles)

Submission (Unrated) Adaptation of 
“Blue Angel,” Francine Prose’s novel 
about a best-selling author-turned-
English professor (Stanley Tucci) who 
finds himself attracted to a talented 
new student (Addison Timlin). Support 
cast includes Kyra Sedgwick, Janeane 
Garofalo and Ritchie Coster.

They Remain (Unrated) Suspense 
thriller revolving around a couple of 
romantically-linked scientists (Wil-
liam Jackson Harper and Rebecca 
Henderson) investigating the bizarre 
behavior of animals on the grounds of 
an abandoned compound where a cult 
once committed mass murder.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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By Nelson A. King
The West Indies players in the 

Pakistan Super League (PSL) love to 
entertain first — not only through 
their exploits on the field but by the 
way they approach the game, accord-
ing to reports. 

“They enjoy every moment, be it 
a win or loss and make sure never to 

brood over a mistake and thus stop 
enjoying a contest,” reported Gulf 
News on Monday. 

It said Peshawar Zalmi’s captain 
Darren Sammy, a former West Indies 
captain, and top order batsman Bar-
badian Dwayne Smith were two such 
examples on Sunday night. 

Smith cracked an unbeaten 71 and 

was responsible for Peshawar being 
able to post 131 for nine against 
Karachi Kings in the second match 
at the Dubai International Stadium. 

Peshawar lost the match by five 
wickets in the last over only despite 
defending a small total. It was their 
second defeat in the league, though 

Caribbean spirit thrives in Pakistan Super League

West Indies’ Dwayne Smith bats during a Twenty20 cricket match against New Zealand, Sunday, July 1, 
2012, in Lauderhill, Fla.  Associated Press / Lynne Sladky, File

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
West Indies will play an ICC Rest of 

the World X1 at Lord’s in England in 
May, to raise funds for the rebuilding of 
stadia in Dominica and Anguilla dam-
aged by the passage of Hurricane Irma 
and Maria last year. 

The Twenty20 scheduled for May 31, 
will be broadcast live on Sky Sports and 
has been approved by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) as a full interna-
tional.

By Azad Ali
Cricket West Indies (CWI) selectors 

have named the women’s squad for the 
upcoming tour to New Zealand from 
March 4 to 25.

The squad will be led by Jamaican 
Stafanie Taylor with off-spinner Anisa 
Mohammed as vice-captain.

 The Windies will play three One-Day 
Internationals and five Twenty20 Inter-
nationals during the tour.

This will be a key part of the team’s 

Cricket
fundraiser

Windies 
women 
squad 

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays 
a shot during their ICC Women’s 
Twenty20 Cricket World Cup semifi -
nal match against Australia in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, Thursday, April 3, 2014.

Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, fi le

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

CRICKET CRICKET 
ENTERTAINERSENTERTAINERS
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preparations for the ICC Women’s 
World Cup Twenty20 tournament 
from Nov. 9 to 24.

The World Twenty20 will be the 
biggest event on the calendar this 
year for women cricketers around 
the globe and matches will be played 
in Guyana, St. Lucia and Antigua. 
West Indies women are the defend-
ing champions, having won the last 
tournament in India in 2016.

The players had a preparation 
camp in Barbados before traveling 
to New Zealand. They arrived in New 
Zealand on Feb. 22 where they will 
have another camp before the official 
start of the series. 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has part-
nered with the Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC and the England and 
Wales Board to stage the match.

CWI President Dave Cameron said 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria have dev-
astated parts of the Eastern Carib-
bean and “we have been considering 
how CWI can best show support for 
our region in the most impactful 
way.”

“I am sure the match will be high-
ly entertaining and competitive, as 
well as a great platform for us to raise 
much needed funds,” Cameron said.

ECCB chairman, Colin Graves said 
his board was always willing to assist 
much-needed funds.

And MCC Chief Executive and Sec-
retary, Guy Lavender, said the event 
revived memories of a similar match 
hosted at Lord’s just over half-a-cen-
tury ago, when Sir Gary Sobers led 
a Windies side against a World skip-
pered by Australian Bob Simpson.

Last September Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria stormed through the Car-
ibbean leaving billions of dollars in 
damages and resulting in over 50 
deaths.

Windsor Park, the Test venue locat-
ed in Dominica, was badly affected 
after the country took a direct hit 
from Hurricane Maria.

Windies 
women 
squad 

selected

Cricket
fund raiserthey are the defending champions, Gulf 

News said.
“Proud of the guys to take the match 

to the last few balls,” Sammy said in a 
post-match interview. Credit to Dwayne 
(Smith), he gave us a game to play.” 

Despite Peshawar ending as losers, 
Smith was rightly judged as the Man of 
the Match.

“I have played over 300 Twenty20 
matches, and I just need to use my 
experience and do what I have to do 
at that stage of the game,” Smith said. 
“And so, I don’t really need any help. We 
had to get to a good score for us to bowl 
at so I had to take chances and try and 

get as many runs as I could.” 
Smith was responsible for running 

out two batsmen, including his skip-
per Sammy during the course of his 
innings, Gulf News noted. 

When asked whether those run-outs 
were the reason for the defeat, he said: 
“I don’t really think so, we probably lost 
wickets at crucial times. We had some 
soft dismissals, and we had some run 
outs, which were very important. For 
me, it is gone and forgotten, and we 
cannot bring it back now.” 

He also appealed his teammates to 
shrug off the defeat. 

“We need to be positive and not get 
this game into our heads but throw it 

out,” Smith said. “We need to take the 
positive way and bounce back and get 
into the play offstage. We bowled really 
well, so we can get back.

“The guys have not given up and 
we are going to fight till the end,” he 
added. 

Smith then picked young 19-year-old 
teammate Ibtisam Shaikh for special 
praise, as the latter bowled brilliantly 
and took a spectacular diving catch, 
according to Gulf News. 

“We have a youngster in the team, 
and he is doing very well,” Smith said. 
“It seems like he has played nearly 300 
games, too. He is so aggressive and con-
fident in what he has to do.”

CRICKET ENTERTAINERS
Former West Indies captain Darren Sammy gestures wearing a traditional turban at Gaddafi  stadium in Lahore, 
Pakistan, Sunday, March 5, 2017. Sammy led Peshawar Zalmi to the Pakistan Super League Twenty20 title with a 
58-run victory against Quetta Gladiators in a trouble-free fi nal on Sunday.  Associated Press / K.M. Chaudary, File

Continued from Page 47 
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By Azad Ali
Englishman Richard Pybus has made 

a surprising return to West Indies cricket 
as a high performance director, after leav-
ing the post of director of cricket about a 
year ago.

In his new role, Pybus, 53, has been 
given the task to work with chief selec-
tor Courtney Browne, director of cricket, 
Jimmy Adams and regional coaches to 
“improve the high performance programs 
and standards within franchise cricket.”

Cricket West Indies (CWI) in a state-
ment said Pybus’ role will also include, 
but not limited to standardizing coaching 
and preparation for regional teams and 
overseeing a talent identification pro-
gram from the Under-19 level all the way 
to the Windies International level.

Pybus was appointed director of crick-
et in November 2013 and spent three 
years in the role before being replaced 
by former test captain Jimmy Adams 
last year.

West Indies high performance di-
rector Richard Pybus.
 West Indies Cricket Board

Pybus returns to
West Indies cricket
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

By Nelson A. King
Flow Sports has agreed a 

multi-year broadcast rights 
deal with CONCACAF, the gov-
erning body for soccer in North 
and Central America and the 
Caribbean, for a host of major 
club soccer tournaments, 
according to reports.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the pan-Carib-
bean broadcaster will show 
the 2018 editions of the con-
tinent’s premier club soccer 
competition, the Concacaf 
Champions League, as well as 
the CONCACAF League, the 
annual continental knockout 
club soccer competition, and 
the newly launched Caribbean 
Club Championship competi-
tion, SportsPro Media said on 
Tuesday. 

It said Flow Sports’ agree-
ment with CONCACAF also 
includes rights to other tour-
naments organized by the con-
federation during the term of 
the deal.

“The integration of our 
regional assets and platforms 
to benefit all of the Confedera-
tion is a key pillar of our One 
CONCACAF Vision,” said Vic-

tor Montagliani, president of 
CONCACAF.

“This partnership with Flow 
Sports - both in terms of the 
expanded broadcasts of CON-
CACAF tournaments to the 
Caribbean and the support 
for the new, expanded Carib-
bean Club Championship — 
is the result of our collective 
efforts and additional fuel for 
the growth of the game in the 
region,” he added. 

Flow Sports has also 
acquired title sponsorship 
rights to the Caribbean Club 
Championship which, along 
with the accompanying Carib-
bean Club Shield, will feature 
20 clubs from 16 Caribbean 
member associations, Sport-
sPro said.

It said the competitions 
will be divided in two tiers, 
with the Championship for 
fully professional clubs, and 
the Shield for clubs from Car-
ibbean leagues still working 
towards fully licensed, profes-
sional status.

The new regional quali-
fying championships are to 
serve as the Caribbean quali-
fying tournament for the 

CONCACAF League and the 
Champions League, and aim 

to encourage wider partici-
pation of Caribbean clubs in 

confederation championships, 
SportsPro said.

Flow Sports nets CONCACAF rights deal

In this May 13, 2016, newly elected CONCACAF President Victor Montagliani smiles as he 
receives applause from fellow delegates during the 66th FIFA Congress in Mexico City. 
 Asociated Press / Rebecca Blackwell, File
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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