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By Bert Wilkinson
Justice Paula-Mae Weeks has 

reportedly settled in nicely into 
her new role as the first woman 
to serve as president of Trinidad 
and Tobago after being sworn as 
head of state at a well attended 
public ceremony on Monday.

Almost no section of the 
republic’s society had opposed 
her nomination last year to 
replace fellow Judge Anthony 
Carmona. In fact, the loudest 
voices of support had come from 
the main opposition United Con-
gress (UNC) which had inciden-
tally given the country’s its first 
woman prime minister in the 
form of attorney Kamla Persad-
Bissesar.

Persad-Bissessar served a sin-
gle five-year term as head of 
government before being booted 
out of office in 2015 amid swirl-
ing accusations about corrup-
tion, nepotism and graft during 
her tenure.

Justice Weekes’ inauguration 
ceremony was broadcast live 
on both traditional and social 
media, allowing her to tell the 

nation, the island’s Caribbean 
neighbors and the wider world 
that the time had come to heal 
a nation grappling with more 
than 400 mostly gun murders 
each year, other forms of violent 
crime, fear, unemployment and 
serious issues.

“Telling us that Trinidad and 
Tobago is currently close to the 
point of no return, crime, cor-
ruption, racism, a dismal public 
service and an ineffective judicial 
system and other problems are 
so thick on the ground that we 
feel all is lost if we are not there 
already — a failed state how-
ever defined,” she said, pointing 
to some of the bucket list of 
problem besetting the oil and 
gas-rich nation just north of the 
South American coast.

But she said “we must trust in 
time. We will reap the benefits of 
our efforts. So be a light at your 
home, instill discipline, model 
good behavior. You can be a light 
in your school, pay more atten-
tion to the lessons in your home, 
protect the vulnerable, respect 
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Women at the helm across 

the Caribbean
Dance away
Special dance performance by Yamilka Salazar of the Panamanian dance group, 
Conjunto Nuevo Milenio. See story on Page 6. Photo by Nelson A. King

By Nelson A. King
The incumbent Antigua 

and Barbuda Labor Party 
(ABLP) of Prime Minister Gas-
ton Browne returned to power 
resoundingly in Wednesday’s 
general elections. 

Preliminary results in the 
low voter-turn-out poll indi-
cate that the ABLP was poised 
to win 15 of the 17 seats in the 
Legislature. 

Browne, who called the 
elections 15 months before 
they were constitutionally 
due, had predicted that the 
ABLP would win all seats. 

The main opposition Unit-
ed Progressive Party (UPP), of 
Harold Lovell, seemed likely 
to earn no more than one 

seat, with Lovell himself los-
ing his seat for the second 
successive election. 

The last general elections 
in Antigua and Barbuda were 
held in 2014.

According to the Antigua 
and Barbuda Newsroom, one 
independent candidate and 
52 other people were offi-
cially nominated to contest 
the poll. 

Attorney-at-law Ralph 
Francis was the only inde-
pendent candidate.

The ABLP was the only 
party to contest all 17 con-
stituencies. The UPP con-
tested 16 while its affiliate, 
the Barbuda Peoples Move-
ment (BPM), contested one 

seat on hurricane-ravaged 
Barbuda.

The new Democratic 
National Alliance registered 
13 candidates, the Go Green 
Party two, the Antigua Bar-
buda True Labor Party two 
and the Missing Link VOP 
one, the Newsroom said.

Both Browne and Lovell 
were sanguine of winning 
the elections. 

“We are confident about 
not only winning the next 
general election but literally 
taking all the seats,” Browne 
had said before the vote. 

Lovell had told reporters: 
“I am confident that the con-
stituents have decided that I 
should be returned.”

ABLP returns to power in Antigua

Continued on Page 8
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

SAVE BIG with our dental savings plan 
for only $49 per year

LOOKING FOR A GOOD AND AFFORDABLE DENTIST?
DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS 
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
Per unit

Each Each

Each

Dr. Irina Yesina, DDS
602 FLATBUSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(Next to Flatbush and Rutland Road)

718-778-7600

If you are like me, the last thing you want to do is go to see the dentist. At least that 
is how I used to feel until a good friend of mine recommended Dr. Yesina. From my 
fi rst visit, I knew I was in caring hands. Dr. Yesina combines excellent dental skills 
with compassion for her patients. Her entire offi ce staff refl ects this same style and 
attentiveness. They are friendly, thoughtful and professional. So, if you want the best 
dental care, combined with a comfortable and caring environment, you really need to 

visit Dr. Yesina.
Melissa C., Brooklyn, New York, NY
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By Nelson A. King
Mayor Bill de Blasio took the 

lead Sunday in condemning Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s policies at a 
gala “Women Celebrating Women” 
Awards ceremony at Tropical Para-
dise Ballroom on Utica Avenue in 
Brooklyn.

“To build power, we need leader-
ship,” said de Blasio in addressing 
the sell-out event that comprised 
a number of New York legislators. 
“The next few months is a moment 
of peril, because we know who’s in 
the White House. 

“This is the moment, because 
people are yearning for change,” 
added the mayor at the ceremony 
organized by the Brooklyn-based 
Progressive Democrats Political 
Association (PDPA), headed by the 
trailblazing, former New York City 
Councilwoman Jamaican Una S.T. 
Clarke.

“Job no. 1 is to make sure Yvette 
Clarke wins the primary for Con-
gress,” he continued. “God will 
not spare us if we don’t work hard. 
Help Yvette not to be in the lonely 
group in the House of Representa-
tives. We want Yvette to be in the 
majority.”

Without calling the president’s 
name, Clarke said “45 (the 45th 
president) has the dignity of call-
ing African and Haitian ‘s---hole 
countries.’

“No words they throw at us can 
stop us from rising up,” she said. 
“The battle is on. We’re not, by any 
means, afraid of what’s going on 
right now. It’s good versus evil.

“Let’s draw the line,” added 
Clarke, representative for the 9th 
Congressional District in Brooklyn. 
“There’s no grey area. When you go 
and deport people, that’s evil.

Pols rip 
Trump’s 
policies

By Nelson A. King
The Organization of American States 

(OAS) on Tuesday began the celebration 
of a week commemorating the contri-
butions of persons of African descent 
to the social, economic, political and 
cultural development of the Americas, 
including the Caribbean. 

The OAS said it will celebrate the 
Inter-American Week for People of Afri-
can Descent in the Americas, planned 

to be an annual event, with a number of 
activities “aimed at promoting greater 
awareness and respect for the diversity 
of the heritage and culture of people of 
African descent and their contribution 
to the development of societies in the 
Western Hemisphere.” 

The OAS said its Permanent Council 
will hold a special meeting on March 
23, at its headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., to mark the International Day of 

Remembrance for Victims of the Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade and Slavery under 
the theme, “Remember Slavery: Tri-
umphs and struggles for freedom and 
equality in the Americas.”

The special meeting will include a 
panel discussion intended to highlight 
the personal stories and gains of African 
descendants in the movement towards 
freedom and equality in the Americas, 
the OAS said.

Celebrating people of African descent in the Americas

By Nelson A. King
Rarely do politicians miss the oppor-

tunity to convey their messages to a 
large audience, especially when seeking 
votes for election or re-election.

So, while most patrons would expect 
to hear addresses by legislators during 
last Sunday’s gala “Women Celebrating 
Women Awards” ceremony, at Tropical 
Paradise Ballroom on Utica Avenue in 
Brooklyn, they likely did not anticipate 
that the incumbent New York State Lt. 
Gov. Kathy Hochul and her fierce chal-
lenger, Council Member Jumaane Wil-
liams, would speak at the event.

Hochul addressed a captive audi-
ence at the ceremony, organized by the 
Brooklyn-based Progressive Democrats 
Political Association (PDPA), headed by 
former New York City Council Member 
Jamaican Dr. Una S.T. Clarke. 

Hochul was the second speaker, 
delivering her remarks soon after Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James gave hers in 
the five-hour-long program. 

Williams, who arrived late, told Car-
ibbean Life, during the event, that he 
was unaware that Hochul would attend 
and speak at the gala.

Nonetheless, he said: “I would have 
loved to be here when she spoke.”

Both, however, delivered remarks 
that seemed to resonate with disparate 
sections of the audience. 

Piggybacking on James’s terse trib-
ute to the late Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm, who had represented the 
then 11th Congressional District in 
Brooklyn, Hochul said Chisholm, of 
Caribbean parentage, “may be from 
Brooklyn, but she spent time in my 
home town.

“She became a champion of seniors,” 
she said before launching into President 
Donald Trump’s immigration policies.

“I’m a grand-daughter of immi-
grants,” Hochul added. “I’m concerned 
that the next Una Clarke is being shut 
out of our country.

“I know what it’s like to fight for 
Yvette (Congresswoman Clarke, Una’s 
daughter),” Hochul continued. “Only 20 

percent of women are in Congress. I’m 
honored to be lieutenant governor. I’m 
going to keep fighting for you.”

She also said she will address “the 
criminal injustice system” before not-
ing the 100th anniversary of a woman’s 
right to vote. 

“You should not continue voter sup-
pression for 2018,” she then asserted. 

Williams, representative for the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn, said, on 
the other hand, that “we’re fighting 

‘Orange Madness’ in New York State.
“They have an interesting guest 

speaker,” he added, clearly alluding to 
Hochul. “They (Hochul) have not been 
here much, but I have.

“I have been able to step up and say, 
‘the emperor has no clothes,” continued 
Williams, disclosing that Brooklyn has 
had “one of the highest (voter) turn-
outs” for lieutenant governor.

“We have a lot of work to do,” he said. 
“It’s time; let’s go.”

Lt. gov., challenger seek 
votes at women’s gala

Council Member Jumaane Williams delivers remarks at Women’s Gala. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
addresses patrons. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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Antigua
Antigua and Barbuda Prime Min-

ister Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
announced that his government has 
decided to appoint a special investiga-
tor to look into bribery and money 
laundering allegations against United 
Progressive Party (UPP) candidate Dr. 
McCheseny Emmanuel in the March 21 
general elections.

Emanuel has denied the fraudulent 
allegations saying the 
people making the alle-
gations are on a smear 
campaign because he 
is likely to defeat his 
constituency opponent 
Charles Max Fernandez.

Speaking on local radio, Browne said 
the authorities in the United States may 
have a case against Dr. Emmanuel.

He said the Dr. Emmanuel maybe in 
violation of the laws of Antigua and Bar-
buda as well.

Browne said that Cabinet has taken a 
decision to appoint a special investigator 
to investigate this matter and to turn it 
over to the director of public prosecu-
tions (DPP) and other law enforcement 
officers to pursue it. Because there is 
a prima facie evidence of a bribe and 
money laundering.

The prime minister also alleged cor-
ruption after revealing that the UPP 
administration allegedly spent more 
than one million dollars a year for an 
office for an honorary consul in the 
United States:

Dr. Emmanuel served as Antigua and 
Barbuda’s honorary counsul in New 
York from 2004 to 2014.

Barbados
The Governor of the Central Bank 

of Barbados, Cleviston 
Haynes, said that ini-
tial estimates suggest 
that economic activity 
in Barbados expanded 
by only one percent in 2017.

He said the current forecasts do not 
indicate any acceleration of economic 
growth.

Haynes was at the time addressing 
the 2018 Week of Excellence Seminar 
in Barbados.

He said in recent years, the Barba-
dos economy has been characterized by 
sluggish economic activity, weak public 
finances, high public sector indebted-
ness and declining foreign exchange 
reserves.

The Central Bank governor told the 
seminar that the island’s credit rating 
has fallen and access to finance for gov-
ernment in both domestic and foreign 
markets has declined.

Haynes noted that while economic 
activity has recovered in the past two 
years, growth remains weak, as evi-
denced by the bank’s initial estimates 

that suggest that activity expanded by 
one percent in 2017. 

Cayman Islands
Outgoing Governor of the Cayman 

Islands, Helen Kilpatrick has called on 
the British Overseas territory to address 
the lack of recognition of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
rights.

Kilpatrick, who is due to leave the 
Cayman Islands shortly, said the For-
eign and Commonwealth Office wants 
the government to 
adopt legislation in the 
territory to prohibit  
discrimination against 
the LGBT community, 
saying that it is time to 
recognize same sex  partnerships.

She said there is need for legislation, 
and particularly the recognition of same 
sex partnerships, is now pressing and 
“I would urge the government to make 
progress on this legislation to advance 
the rights of LGBT members of the Cay-
man Islands community.”

Dominica
The government of Dominica will 

soon sign an agreement with Cuba for 
l00 skilled workers, including engineers 
in the reconstruction of the hurricane-
ravaged island.

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit is 
also appealing to nationals living over-
seas with such skills to return and assist 

in rebuilding the island.
He said five months after Hurricane 

Maria lashed the island, killing some 30 
people and causing widespread damage, 
there was still the need 
for skilled workers to 
help homeowners put a 
roof over their heads.

Skerrit said the 
government is final-
izing an agreement with Cuba where 
more than 100 skilled workers (men and 
women) will be brought into Dominica 
to help fix the homes and reconstruct 
the country.

He said among the skilled workers 
are some 30 electricians to help in re-
wiring of homes across Dominica.

The prime minister also surged 
nationals with various skills residing 
overseas to assist, adding that many 
contractors have said to the government 
that they are experiencing challenges 
recruiting skilled workers.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government is seeking 

to speed up the approval for licenses to 
be issued to stakeholders in the local 
marijuana industry.

Industry Minister Karl Samuda said 
the industry has not progressed as 
anticipated.

Samuda said many stakeholders were 
of the view that the approval proc-
ess was too “cumbersome” and “lends 
itself to unnecessary bureaucracy and 

delay and is hoping for some significant 
changes.”

He noted that while two licenses has 
been approved and the licensees have 
started production there is a lot more 
that can be done if some of the bureauc-
racy is removed.

Samuda, who is also Agriculture 
Minister, pointed out that one of the 
challenges being experienced by the 
sector is the lack of funding, noting that 
local financial insti-
tutions are unwilling 
to support any of the 
industry’s activities 
due to what is deemed 
the informal nature of the business.

The minister added that the Can-
nabis Licensing Authority’s role in the 
industry’s overall development is to be 
strengthened.

St. Kitts
The St. Kitts and Nevis government 

has denied international media reports 
that India fugitive billionaire diamond 
czar Nirav Modi has applied for eco-
nomic citizenship in the twin-island 
Federation. 

Modi is wanted in 
connection with the 
biggest fraud in India 
history.

In a statement, the 
government said it has 
come to its attention that “media reports 

Improving Caribbean resilience
UNICEF staffers load a supply of hygiene and dignity kits for distribution to families affected by the Hurricane Maria at the port of 

Roseau, capital of Dominica, on Sept. 28, 2017. See story on Page 8. UNICEF

Continued on Page 16
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Bring your MRI
for an 
evaluation
by our doctor.
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By Nelson A. King
Fifteen outstanding women 

on Sunday received the “Women 
Celebrating Women” Awards at 
an elegant ceremony at Tropi-
cal Paradise Ballroom on Utica 
Avenue in Brooklyn.

The Brooklyn-based political 
group, Progressive Democrats 
Political Association (PDPA), 
headed by Jamaican-born, 
former New York City Council 
Member Dr. Una S.T. Clarke, 
bestowed the honors at the sell-
out event.

Several New York legislators 
— including Clarke’s daugh-
ter, Congresswoman Yvette D. 
Clarke; Mayor Bill de Blasio; 
New York Lt. Governor Kathy 
Hochul; Public Advocate Lati-
tia James; Assemblywoman 
Diana Richardson; and Council-
man Jumaane Williams — were 
among patrons at the gala cer-
emony, marking PDPA’s 26th 
anniversary.

The honorees were: Patricia 
Dennis Abrams, Barbara Black-
man-Betegon, Betty Campbell-
Adams; Karen Crawford, Judith 
Destin, Alishia Goodridge; Fay 
A. Lawrence, Tonya Ores, Jodie 
Patterson; Eugennie Plummer-
Edwards, Juana Smith, Adri-

enne M. Spencer, Rosita Thomp-
son, Alize Utteryn, and Clare 
Watson. 

Congresswoman Clarke, 
representative for the 9th Con-
gressional District in Brooklyn, 
commend the “distinguished 
individuals,” stating that “each 
of you has earned our recogni-
tion as well as our best wishes. 

“As the representative of the 
community, I am honored to 
join you in celebration of this 
important milestone,” she said.  
“I wish you many continued 
years of success.”

Mayor de Blasio noted that, 
this month, New Yorkers are 
“coming together to reflect and 
celebrate the enduring legacies 
of women throughout history, 
who have made an indelible 
impact on our city and world.

“Women’s History Month is 
always a wonderful opportuni-
ty to renew our commitment 
to forge a brighter and more 
equitable tomorrow, and the 
Progressive Democrats Political 
Association is a vital partner in 
these efforts, thanks to the ways 
it has strengthened the Brook-
lyn community and worked to 
build an inclusive New York that 
benefits all people,” the mayor 

said.
Guyanese Dennis Abrams 

started her nursing career as 
a Community Mental Health 
worker at St. Vincent’s Hospital 
working full-time and went to 
school at the Borough of Man-
hattan Community College on a 
part-time basis while caring for 
her three daughters as a single 
parent. 

She is currently an Assistant 
Director of Nursing at Kings 
County Hospital Medical Center 

in Brooklyn. 
Blackman Betegon is a native 

of Colon, Panama. She and her 
mother migrated to the United 
States when she was a little girl. 
Barbara entered the New York 
City Police Department in 1977 
where she attained many medals 
and recognition for her work. 

She is the recipient of the 
Miss Panama US 2016 “Cancer 
Survivor of the Year” award and 
the 2016 P.AJ.A.C.A.M. “Mother 
of the Year” award. 

Lloyd’s Carrot Cake is the 
venerable boutique bakery that 
was started 35 years ago by the 
now deceased, Lloyd Adams. The 
company is now run by Adams’s 
widow, Campbell-Adams.

Campbell-Adams has devel-
oped a network of new outlets 
for the Lloyd’s products, includ-
ing supermarkets and specialty 
shops.

Trinidadian Crawford is has 
thrived in her role as communi-
ty liaison officer in the Brooklyn 
District Attorney’s Office. Her 
work covers the areas of Crown 
Heights, Prospect Lefferts Gar-
den, Wingate and North Flat-
bush. 

Goodridge is an entrepre-
neur, business and community 

leader with a serious passion 
for assisting others to discover 
and develop their personal path 
to success. She is a woman of 
faith and is actively involved in 
the Church community, this 
has prompted her to attain her 
chaplaincy certification with the 
Worldwide Association of Small 
Churches. 

Destin is a Public Engage-
ment Associate at the Kings 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, in the Office of Public 
Engagement. She is a resident 
of East Flatbush and is bilingual; 
she speaks fluent Haitian Cre-
ole. At the Kings County District 
Attorney’s office, Destin also 
serves as a liaison to the Haitian 
American and Immigrant com-
munities. 

Lawrence is an internation-
ally-recognized transforma-
tional master trainer, execu-
tive coach and HR/leadership 
strategist. She has authored 
her soon to be released book, 
“From Flawed to Flourish-
ing: How to Transform Your 
Weaknesses into Your Great-
est Strengths.” She has also 
co-authored “The Facilitator’s 
Toolkit: A guide for Decision 
Making.”

15 receive ‘Women Celebrating Women’ awards

Former NYC Councilmem-
ber Dr. Una S.T. Clarke. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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VIP SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 3/18-3/25/2018.

VIPsale
N O W - S U N D A Y , 3 / 2 5

F I N D  T H E
R E M A R K A B L E  Y O U

D U R I N G  O U R EXTRA
30% OFF
DESIGNERS  
THAT RARELY 
GO ON SALE
with your Macy’s Card or pass. See below.

GET 15% OFF
any beauty purchase
with your Macy’s pass.
Exclusions apply; see below.  

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE WITH $99 PURCHASE. 
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

EXCLUDES ALL: Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, specials, The Market @ Macy’s, gift cards, previous 
purchases, special orders,  products offered by vendors who operate leased departments in any of our 
stores including: Burberry, Gucci, Longchamp & Louis Vuitton; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: Chanel. Cannot be 
combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s 
account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. 

USE THIS PASS 3/18-3/25/18. MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: VIP 
SEE MACYS.COM/DEALS FOR ONLINE EXCLUSIONS. 

EXTRA  
15% OFF
SAVINGS OFF SELECT REGULAR-PRICED & SALE ITEMS IN STORE AND  
SELECT REGULAR-PRICED, SALE & CLEARANCE ITEMS ONLINE

BEAUTY

EXCLUDES ALL: Bonus Buys, Deals of the Day, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, lowest prices of the season, Macy’s 
Backstage, specials, The Market @ Macy’s, athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, baby gear, designer jewelry/sportswear/
watches, gift cards, gourmet foods, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, restaurants, services, kids’ shoes, smart 
watches/jewelry, special orders, select tech accessories, toys, select water bottles, wine, American Rug Craftsmen, 
Anova, Apple Products, Barbour, Bow & Drape, Brahmin, Breitling, Breville, Briggs & Riley, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, 
Demeyere, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Frye, Global Cutlery, Hanky Panky, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Karastan, kate 
spade new york accessories/apparel, Kenneth Cole kids’ shoes, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, LEGO, LensCrafters, 
Levi’s, select Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, 
Nike swim, Original Penguin, Panache, Patricia Nash Discovery Collection, Philips, Rimowa, RVCA, Shun, simplehuman 
bath accessories, Smeg, Spanx, Staub, Sunglass Hut, Swarovski, S’well, Tag Heuer, Teva, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The 
North Face, Tommy John, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Uttermost, Vans, Vietri, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford, Wüsthof & products 
offered by vendors who operate leased departments in any of our stores including: Burberry, Gucci, Longchamp & Louis 
Vuitton; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: Birkenstock, Merrell, Chanel & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/
coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices. 
Furniture & mattress prices shown online reflect extra savings.

EXTRA 25% OFF WATCHES   
EXTRA 10% OFF ELECTRICS & ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE, RUGS AND MATTRESSES
USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR THIS PASS 3/18-3/25/18. MACYS.COM PROMO CODE: VIP 
SEE MACYS.COM/DEALS FOR ONLINE EXCLUSIONS. 

EXTRA  
30% OFF
SAVINGS OFF SELECT REGULAR-PRICED & SALE ITEMS IN STORE AND  
SELECT REGULAR-PRICED, SALE & CLEARANCE ITEMS ONLINE

CLOTHING, JEWELRY, 
ACCESSORIES  
& HOME ITEMS
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

those in authority. Light can be seen 
in a community, where people care for 
their environment and are tolerant of the 
views, beliefs and practices of others.”

Her nomination to the highest posi-
tion in the country comes just three 
months after neighboring Barbados also 
chose a woman judge to become the 
island’s governor general.

Not being a republic like Trinidad, the 
position in Barbados is for the appoint-
ment of a governor general rather than 
president. That person serves as Queen 
Elizabeth’s representative in Barbados. 
No such thing applies in Trinidad as it 
has basically severed ties with Britain, its 
former colonizer.

In early January, Justice Sandra Mason 
was sworn in as governor general of Bar-
bados, the second woman to do so after 
Dame Nita Barrow. She has the distinc-
tion of being the first woman admitted to 
the bar on the island and its first female 
appeals court judge.

The two will sit at above the political 
and partisan fray in their respective coun-
tries and will join a burgeoning list of dis-
tinguished women holding that position. 
Some are also leaders of the main opposi-

tion parties and could be elected as prime 
ministers in the coming months.

For example, polls in Barbados are 
showing that attorney Mia Mottley will 
more than likely defeat incumbent Prime 
Minister Freundel Stuart when elections 
are called before mid year as is constitu-
tionally mandated.

The 30-member parliament has already 
been dissolved. It is just for Stuart who is 
running the clock to almost the very last, 
to call a date as the island economy sags, 
foreign exchange reserves are at an all 
time low and as a major sewage problem 
on the south coast is causing hotels and 
other businesses millions in lost revenues 
weekly.

There are several women at the nation-
al helm both in the 15-nation CARICOM 
bloc of nations and the wider Caribbean.

Lucille George-Wout has been gover-
nor of Curacao, a Dutch territory since 
November of last year. In nearby Aruba, 
Evelyn Wever-Croes is prime minister in 
Aruba as well as Sharlene Cartwrtight-
Robinson in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
as it tries to recover from that devastating 
2017 hurricane season.

As well, Dame Cecile La Grenade is 
governor general of Grenada, Dame Mar-
guerite Pindling has been governor gen-
eral of The Bahamas since 2014. Like 
Mottley of Barbados, Persad-Bissessar of 
Trinidad is waiting to become prime min-
ister again if her party wins the 2020 
general elections. And no one forgets that 
social worker Portia Simpson-Miller had 
been the immediate past prime minister 
of Jamaica, serving at the same time with 
Persad-Bissessar.

Caribbean 
women in 

power
Continued from Page 1 

Boosting Caribbean resilience
By Nelson A. King

The United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) says despite a massive human-
itarian effort over the past six months in 
the Eastern Caribbean, Cuba and Haiti, 
there is still much work to be done to 
rehabilitate water and sanitation and 
other infrastructure damaged by pow-
erful hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

“So long [as] children are in need 
or in danger, we will continue work-
ing tirelessly so that everyone can look 
to the future with hope,” said María 
Cristina Perceval, regional director of 
UNICEF for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean on Tuesday, stating that some 
US$11.5 million in international dona-
tions continue to help the agency’s work 
in the region.

UNICEF said it continues to work on 
the ground, while, at the same time, it 
prepares for the arrival of the new hur-
ricane season, with the aim of minimiz-
ing potential damage and impact on the 
most vulnerable areas.

In September 2017, the UN said 
at least 1.4 million people, including 
357,000 children, were affected by the 
two category 5 hurricanes that wreaked 
havoc through Anguilla, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Cuba, Dominica, Haiti, the 
British Virgin Islands, and Turks and 
Caicos Islands.

“Following the storms,” Perceval said, 
UNICEF responded immediately, mobi-
lizing supplies and human resources to 

meet the needs of those affected and 
save lives.” 

The agency said it continues to pri-
oritize safe water and hygiene, giving 
more than 400,000 affected people, 
including children, access to drinking 
water and purification tablets — “fun-
damental actions that save lives and 
prevents the outbreak and transmission 
of waterborne diseases, such as cholera 
and diarrhea.”

On protecting children, another of 
UNICEF’s priorities, some 16,000 par-
ticipated in psychosocial activities and 
1,500 people were trained to continue 
carrying out these programs.

In addition, UNICEF and its partners 
launched a cash transfer system benefit-
ing more than 4,600 of the most vulner-
able families following the hurricanes. 

“Along with these emergen-
cy response actions,” Perceval said 
“UNICEF and its partners maintain 
their work in the Caribbean to contrib-
ute to an inclusive, equitable and pros-
perous region that guarantees the pro-
vision of quality services and support 
to children in the areas of education, 
child protection, social protection and 
resilience to guarantee the realization 
of children’s rights.”

With the next hurricane season in 
the region officially beginning on June 
1, UNICEF said it is working to improve 
capacities and reduce vulnerability at 
national and community level.
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The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

LANDLORD & TENANT MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

New York City families with children born in 2014  
can apply for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K for the  
2018-19 school year. Call 311 | Text “prek” to 877-877.

Children who attend free,  
full-day, high-quality pre-K learn  
to problem-solve, ask questions,  
and work together.

nyc.gov/prek

Receive automated recurring messages from NYC DOE. No purchase necessary. MSG and data rates may apply.
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By Albert Baldeo
The West Indian diaspo-

ra demands answers from 
Cricket West Indies or West 
Indies Cricket Board, or 
“whatever you’ll call your-
selves,” to borrow former 
West Indies captain Ram-
naresh Sarwan’s recent 
quote, as to why and how we 
are still struggling amongst 
cricket’s minions to find a 
place on cricket’s biggest 
stage-the World Cup. This is 
a debacle in itself, because 
not only is it unprecedent-
ed, but it would have been 
risible to even think that 
before.

This prestigious tour-
nament is held every four 
years, and is cricket’s Olym-
pics. We have won the first 
two editions of the tourna-
ment, thanks to the leader-
ship of Clive Lloyd and his 
team. Hence, our struggle 
to make the qualifiers is 
very depressing, indeed.

While other teams such 
as Australia, England, 
India, New Zealand, Paki-
stan, South Africa and Sri 
Lanka have already secured 
a place in the tournament, 
West Indies is still fighting 
hard to qualify in Zimba-
bwe, where the home team 
almost knocked us out of the 
tournament, after Afghan-
istan humiliated us. Even 
Bangladesh, an emerging 
cricketing nation, has made 
the World Cup qualifiers 
before us.

Most West Indians treas-
ure our conquests in this 
tournament, from its incep-
tion. Will that brilliant, 
match winning 102 by Clive 
Lloyd in the final against 
Australia in the inaugural 
World Cup in 1975, Rohan 
Kanhai’s wonderful sup-
porting knock of 55 with 

Lloyd, Alvin Kallicharran’s 
onslaught on Lillee in his 
spellbinding 10 ball sequence 
of 4,4,4,4,4,1,4,6,0,4 (35 
runs), Viv Richards spec-
tacular 3 run-outs in the 
same final, his majestic 138 
from 157 balls, consisting of 
11 fours, 3 sixes and Collis 
King’s mercurial 86 from 66 
balls, 10 fours, 3 sixes in the 
1979 final, this time against 
England, for example, ever 
be bestowed again to a proud 
Caribbean nation?

Caribbean nations yearn 
for such glory, again. After 
all, although the West 
Indies “are Third World 
countries, we belong and 
are in the first World of 
Cricket.” (Former Jamai-
can PM, Michael Manley). 
Cricket is not only a reli-
gion in the Caribbean, but 
it best defines the region in 
the highest context. Indeed, 
regional political integra-
tion has its genesis in crick-
et as a unifying and defining 
force.

We just cannot ignore, 
nor relinquish that suprem-
acy. In a larger world where 
we are often treated as 
underdogs and second class 
citizens in a global context, 
allow us to find comfort 
and solace in our regional 
strength.

Intrinsic in this endeavor, 
is our demand that Cricket 
West Indies President, Dave 
Cameron, explain his logic 
and methodology that “the 
Caribbean side are using the 
ICC World Cup qualifiers 
in Zimbabwe to plot their 
capture of the showpiece 
in England next year… In 
going to the tournament, 
we’ve been planning on how 
to win the World Cup, not 
just qualify…That’s the rea-
son we took certain players 
to ensure that we have the 
quality and we’re [giving] 
some players experience to 
be able to win the World 
Cup,” he has told reporters.

Every school child in the 
Caribbean is smart enough 
to denounce such an unwise 
approach and utterances as 
“counting your chickens 
before they are hatched.” 
They will tell you that you 
will achieve nothing when 
you implement such an 
egotistical and reckless 
approach. Some will, under-
standably, use more color-
ful language to describe 
it, which I cannot publish 
here.

Indeed, the basic defects 
of Cameron’s so called mas-
ter plan is reflected in the 
omission of players like 
Kieron Pollard, Darren and 
Dwayne Bravo, Sunil Narine 
and Andre Russell. He may 
argue that they “opted out,” 
or that amnesty will solve 
the problem and we will 
field our strongest team, 
but his critics will counter 
that he kept them out, with-
out exploring any avenues 
to include them at all. After 
all, in Cameron’s world, an 
Emperor does not have to 
accommodate lesser mor-
tals. “These players would 

By Wendy K. Smith RN, 
MSN

I recently met with a patient 
who was diagnosed with throat 
cancer and metastases to his 
lungs. He was on a feeding tube 
and his weight was down to 109 
pounds. A surgical procedure 
that he underwent this past 
June in an attempt to remove 
the cancer had permanent-
ly robbed him of his speech 
and his ability to ever eat or 
taste food again. He spent 
two months after surgery in a 
skilled nursing facility sharing 
a room with a stranger. After 
2½ months of being away from 
his home, he was discharged.

His family contacted my 
office in September due to 
his rapid decline and because 
he had no direction or con-
versation with the multitude 
of healthcare providers that 
he had encountered over the 
course of his diagnosis, sur-
gery, hospitalization and skilled 
nursing admissions. Unfortu-
nately, he is just one of thou-
sands of patients who yearly 
undergo non-beneficial treat-
ments and are left with the 
physical and emotional scars. 
What little time he had left, he 
was now denied the joy of sim-
ple things such as tasting his 
favorite foods.

When I first met this patient 
whom I will refer to as “Joe” to 
maintain his privacy, he wrote 
on a piece of paper, “quality of 
life.” I wonder how many times 
he verbalized those words to 

the healthcare providers he 
trusted before he died on New 
Year’s Eve.

In fact, an article published in 
the Journal of American Medi-
cal Association (JAMA) Inter-
nal Medicine concluded: “The 
majority of participants over-
estimated intervention benefit 
and underestimated harm. Cli-
nicians should discuss accu-
rate and balanced information 
about intervention benefits and 
harms with patients, provid-
ing the opportunity to develop 
realistic expectations and make 
informed decisions.”

The Journal of Palliative Med-
icine reports: “Seventy-eight 
percent of patients received at 
least one form of intensive EOL 
[end-of-life] care, including 75 
percent of those who preferred 
comfort measures at last docu-
mentation.”

As a practicing nurse, I 
know these studies are accu-
rate because I have seen termi-
nally ill patients die in hospital 
ICUs. These patients were sub-
jected to non-beneficial exams 
and treatments, which resulted 
in increased pain, anxiety and 
needlessly prolonged suffering. 
I know many other nurses who 
feel the same way.

In response to this systemic 
failure, Compassion & Choices, 
which advocates for patients to 
have the full range of health-
care options, introduced a new 
initiative last November called 
“Truth in Treatment.” The goal 

We need truth in 
treatment in 

modern medicine

OP-EDS

Regaining our past 
cricket glory

Indeed, the basic 
defects of Cameron’s 
so called master plan 

is reflected in the 
omission of players 
like Kieron Pollard, 
Darren and Dwayne 
Bravo, Sunil Narine 
and Andre Russell. 
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March is acclaimed for many 
things – the month clocks here 
“spring forward” to daylight sav-
ing time; fabled to come “in like 
a lion -- out like a lamb” and for 
a gender relentlessly striving to 
establish equality and parity in 
the workplace, women’s history 
month.

Although the entire 31 days 
are devoted to acknowledging 
significant achievements of the 
gender, Mar. 8 is regarded for 
celebrating International Wom-
en’s Day.

Trudy Deans, Jamaica’s Con-
sul General who probably con-
sidered half a million outstand-
ing women from her island to 
laud during an awards reception 
hosted by the Society of Foreign 
Consuls chose Patricia D. Chin.

Deans named the four feet 
11 inch tall, octogenarian, Chi-
nese-Jamaican businesswoman 
who has lived half her life on 
the Caribbean island and much 
of the other in Jamaica, Queens 
for a 2018 prestigious Interna-
tional Women’s Day Award.

“The Consulate General has 
followed your work and accom-
plishments over time and are 
very proud to select you as this 
year’s honoree in recognition 

of your outstanding contribu-
tions to our homeland Jamai-
ca and within our Diaspora in 
the north-east and southern 
regions of these United States,” 
the island’s diplomatic repre-
sentative at the consulate said.

As consuls and guests from 
numerous nations watched, the 
recipient took her place among 
women heralded globally for 
successfully contributing to 
social, economic, cultural and 
political advancements, Chin 
stood tallest in the moment.

“I am very honored and 
blessed to accept this prestig-
ious award,” Chin said. 

Affectionately renowned as 
Miss Pat to Jamaican nationals, 
recording artists, managers and 
clients, familiar with her storied 
career, many are also aware that 
the petite businesswoman is the 
P that established the largest 
independent reggae record label 
in the world -- VP Records.

Along with her husband Vin-

cent, the Kingston-based cou-
ple migrated to New York after 
retailing records for almost two 
decades at a business named for 
her husband’s pen name --Ran-
dy’s Record Shop.

Since selling the island’s 
music won handily on the 
island, when they migrated 
here the couple bargained on 
the vast Caribbean immigrant 
community to advance their 
purpose.

They settled in Brooklyn, 
combined their first names 
and voila! The alphabets proved 
appealing to immigrants, 
nationals and tourists yearning 
for vintage and current reggae 
releases.

The venture was also allur-
ing to new and burgeoning 
reggae artists who were elusive 
to commercial labels and their 
artist and repertoire scouts.

It was Brooklyn 1975 and 
with almost no major, music 
magazine support nor record 

charting process devoted to 
niche music, a vast drought 
blighted reminiscences 
and nostalgia for Caribbean 
nationals.

At the time, commercial 
radio was not as friendly to 
the hard-driving beat and tel-
evision seemed an unwilling 

medium to navigate.
Stocking old and new 

recordings, widening the rep-
ertoire and displaying mer-
chandise familiar to a specif-
ic market, VP established an 
address and quickly garnered 
a foothold.

Catch You On The Inside!

Consul Society honors Jamaica’s VP VIP

Patricia Chin, VP Records principal displays her award with 
Trudy Deans, Jamaica’s consul general. Christopher Chin

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Price includes dealer prep and all costs except tax, tags, DMV & reg fees. ‡Retail value: $399. Used cars sold cosmetically as is.(1)For qualifi ed buyers See dealer for details. Not resp for typos.  DMV#7076824, NYC 
DCA Lic. #698282

5THAve. & 65TH St. Brooklyn, NY  | 877-254-3280

Showroom Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 96 MO AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

For   Less
All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import

H E R E ’ S  J U S T  A  S A M P L I N G  O F  T H E  B R A N D S  W E  H A V E  A V A I L A B L E

EVERY VEHICLE IS 
HAND-SELECTED from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

SAVE TIME! Fill out your Credit Application
Online  before you arrive.

3 INDOOR SHOWROOMS

DWAYNE DAVID < Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  April 5th, April 12th, April 19th and April 26th

Time: 1pm – 3pm
Where: Address Provided Upon Registration

Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 
The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

though advanced registration is requested.
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

Time: Mondays at 7:00pm
Location: Please call for Address 

near Bedford Avenue 
and Fulton Street Brooklyn 

– VS –

IN-DEBT STATUS CORRECTION COURSE (ISCC)

LEARN HOW TO:
Represent yourself in any court

Apply UCC Codes
Open a Foreign 98 Trust with Tax Exempt Status for life

Get Foreclosure cases disposed of or thrown out
Eliminate debt and much more

Call today and R.S.V.P. as soon as possible
to reserve your spot Tel. 516-360-3136
or email: DocStrange2018@gmail.com

“Don’t miss out on this life changing opportunity”

YOU’VE BUILT YOUR BUSINESS IN NYC, AND NOW NYC WANTS TO INVEST IN YOU.
The Mayor’s Offi ce of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) provides minority and 
women entrepreneurs with opportunities to more easily do business with the City. Get M/WBE certifi ed and 
get your business access to low-interest loans, one-on-one assistance, corporate mentorships, and more.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NYC M/WBE CERTIFIED TODAY!

DISCOVER NEW

YOUR BUSINESS
MARKETS TO GROW

Visit nyc.gov/mwbe

ADRIENNE NICOLE
CEO & Executive Producer

Adrienne Nicole Productions
M/WBE Certified 2011
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

is to bring awareness to the 
growing number of patients 
with life-threatening illnesses 
who are receiving non-benefi-
cial treatments. The program 
is aimed at moving away from 
a “one size fits all” approach 
to healthcare and empow-
ering individuals through 
educational tools, such as a 
“Diagnosis Decoder,” to help 
them build trusting, candid 
relationships with their doc-
tors, ask discerning ques-
tions, and use the answers 
to make fully informed treat-
ment decisions.

The Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) has also recognized 
the importance of end-of-life 
care decisions. In an effort to 
facilitate end-of-life care dis-
cussions with patients, CMS 
is now reimbursing physi-
cians to participate in these 
discussions. While Medicare 
now reimburses doctors for 
conducting these discus-

sions, a survey commissioned 
by the John A. Hartford 
Foundation, the California 
Health Care Foundation, and 
Cambia Health Foundation 
concluded: “Less than one-
third (29 percent) [of physi-
cians] report having had any 
formal training specifically 
on talking with patients and 
their families about end-of-
life care.”

The responsibility of Truth 
in Treatment starts with all 
teaching medical institu-
tions. Without incorporating 
end-of-life care discussions 
into the curriculum and lim-
iting physician’s exposure to 
only a “curative” approach to 
healthcare, they are doing a 
disservice to the doctors and 
the patients in which he/she 
will be entrusted. Without 
education and understand-
ing, the cycle of non-benefi-
cial treatment will continue 
and it is the patient and fam-
ily who will suffer.

Death is inevitable. Truth 
is a right. Knowledge is 
power.

Wendy K. Smith is a reg-
istered nurse in Richland, 
Washington who specializes 
in treating patients with life-
shortening and terminal dis-
eases caused by exposure to 
toxic materials in the work-
place.

Unnecessary
patient

treatment
Continued from Page 10 

have had to bow down and ask for an apology, 
I am the king of the West Indies. The West 
Indies is me, myself and I,” Cameron would have 
explained.

To their credit, veterans Chris Gayle and 
Marlon Samuels sucked up their pride and 
were included, but were under great pressure to 
perform. These players will tell you how WPA’s 
criticisms can devastate a player. Ask Ronnie 
Sarwan, a class batsman we loved to see bat. 
Ronnie said he did not know his front foot from 
his back foot, and will never play for the West 
Indies again.

Understandably, when great players and cap-
tains such as Worrell, Sobers, Kanhai, Lloyd, 
Richards and Lara scold players, they respect 
that, but when a dictatorial official who hardly 
knows how to hold a bat or grip a ball attempts 
to do the same, he disparages a player.

Cameron’s also claims that, “CWI had made 
player performance the key requirement going 
forward…I think we need to be very clear about 
what we are doing… We are about performance 
and we want to make that very clear across 
everything that we do, that if we don’t perform 
they are consequences. I wouldn’t go as far as 
to say they will be changes because I know we 
will qualify.”

We cannot forget that Cameron presided over 
the defeat of the once mighty West Indies that 
were forced into the qualifiers for the first time 
in our history after we were ranked ninth in the 
One-Day International rankings at the Sept. 30 
cut-off date last year, while 8 other teams-who will 
readily admit that they cannot boast of the great 

players and history the West Indies once ruled the 
cricketing world-gained automatic qualification. 
Neither should we compete in the World Cup if we 
are going to be content with qualifying. Where is 
your plan to win, and regain our cricket superior-
ity, Mr. Cameron?

Cameron’s attempts to preempt the arguments 
that he is the cause of West Indies demise, when 
he claims, “the lack of financial support from both 
government and the corporate sector, had contrib-
uted to the decline of West Indies cricket… You 
just look at the top of the cricket rankings, the 
globalized nations, and that tells you everything,” 
he contended. “There’s financial support, there’s 
corporate support — government and corporate 
— and that’s the reason Cricket West Indies cricket 
is where it’s at today. We were supported by sugar 
cane, bananas, bauxite and where are those indus-
tries today?”

Well, what has changed, Mr. Cameron, when we 
had those same humble or even less support, and 
proudly ruled the cricket world? Your argument is 
fallacious. America, a corporate behemoth, is not 
the greatest cricket nation, in spite of your theory. 
Neither is the UAE, Netherlands or Hong Kong. 
Indeed, we were almost sent packing by Zimbabwe, 
humiliated by Afghanistan, while countries like 
Nepal have claimed One-Day Internationalstatus 
for the first time, surely not corporate, financial or 
global titans by any stretch of the imagination!

Indeed, you are the common and supervening 
factor in our cricket’s deterioration. Take a leave 
of absence, let CARICOM grant and implement 
unconditional amnesty to all players, implement 
professional responsibility for players, and let’s see 
how our fortunes soar once again.

Once mighty West Indies in disarray
Continued from Page 10 
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out of India are promulgating the false 
claim that Nirav Modi, his wife Ami and 
his uncle Mehul Choksi have applied for 
economic citizenship in the twin-island 
Federation of St. Kits and Nevis.”

“The government of St. Kitts and 
Nevis repudiates this allegation and 
states on the record that Mr. Modi is 
not a citizen of St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
neither his wife and uncle,” the state-
ment said.

The India government recently 
revoked the Indian passport of Modi and 
an Indian newspaper has claimed he has 
since moved to the Caribbean island in a 
bid to evade arrest.

Punjab National Bank (PNB), India’s 
second largest government-owned lend-
er, has said that the quantum of fraud 
uncovered at one of its Mumbai branch-
es last month is expected to rise to over 
US204 billion from US$1.77 billion esti-
mated until now.

Trinidad
The Trinidad and Tobago government 

and opposition came together in the 
House of Representatives to pass the 

controversial Anti-Gang Bill 2018.
Both members of the government 

and the opposition voted in favor of the 
bill, which will now go to the Senate for 
final approval.

The Anti-Gang Bill 2017 was defeated 
in Parliament last year after the opposi-
tion did not lend its support over the 
sunset clause which the 
opposition wanted two 
years but the govern-
ment wanted five years.

The bill was allowed 
to return to Parliament after Attorney 
General Faris-al-Rawi moved the sus-
pension of Standing Order 78 to permit 
the introduction of the bill.

The Anti-Gang Bill would give the 
police some help in the fight against 
criminals.

The bill carries a stiff penalty of l0 
years in prison for a first conviction and 
20 years for any subsequent conviction.

There are more than 210 gangs in 
T&T with a membership of more than 
2,000  members in Trinidad and Toba-
go.

— Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.



Caribbean Life, Mar. 23–Mar. 29, 2018 17  Q

WE’RE IMPROVING 
QUALITY AND SAFETY 
 FOR EVERY PATIENT.

AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
Our reputation for quality and safety is what distinguishes us as one of the premier health systems in the country.  

Simply put, you cannot provide world-class care without a continuous commitment to the most stringent quality  

standards and the safest protocols for every patient. We’ve brought those standards to our hospital in Brooklyn.  

Our goal is to provide the residents of Brooklyn and Staten Island the level of care NYU Langone Health is known for,  

closer to where they live. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
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Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
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www.attorneynow.com
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Hebrew Language Academy schools are diverse, dual language 
public charter schools that teach Modern Hebrew to children of 
all backgrounds and prepare them to be successful global citizens. 
 
We offer a rigorous curriculum with courses in Modern Hebrew, 
English language arts, math, science, social studies, Israel studies, 
art, music, physical education, chess, and more.

Exceptional Hebrew Public Schools in Brooklyn!

Apply by April 1st at:

HEBREWPUBLIC.ORG/APPLY
For questions: Keciah Bailey, 

admissions@hebrewpublic.org 
or 212-792-6236.

Our schools are tuition-free, open to all and located in two campuses:

2186 Mill Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

Accepting applications for K-6
Lottery: 4/12

Accepting applications for K-2
Lottery: 4/10

1870 Stillwell Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11223

HLA and HLA2 are part of the Hebrew Public network of schools.

By George Alleyne
A report in the British Daily 

Telegraph newspaper on the 
distresses afflicting Barbados 
ranging from economic to envi-
ronmental health matters, has 
government politicians up in 
arms, while the political oppo-
sition is expressing shame.

In an article headlined, ‘The 
stench of economic decay is 
overwhelming Barbados,’ the 
Telegraph’s business editor, 
Julia Bradshaw, warned a week 
ago that “Barbados stinks. It 
really does,” as she reported 
on the vexing issue of sew-
age spilling onto the roads on 
the island’s south coast, result-
ing in the closure of several 
establishments and hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in losses 
to hoteliers.

The writer claimed that 
because of the stench tourists 
were leaving and many who 
have not yet arrived were can-
celling flights.

Among other issues the 
article addressed are what it 
described as a ‘toxic mix of 
incompetence and economic 
mismanagement,’ and violence 
in schools.

Leader of the main political 

opposition, Mia Mottley, said 
the report is “a commentary on 
Barbados that is so sad that we 
feel shame.”

“When they can talk about 
the foul stench, it wasn’t only 
the stench on the south coast 
they were talking about. They 
were talking about the foul 
economic stench, corruption in 
government, indiscipline in our 
society, the decline of a society 
and a nation,” Mottley said.

“The Democratic Labour 
Party [government] in 2018 has 

devalued and diminished us, 
downgraded us as a country to 
the point where everyone who 
read that article shook their 
head in shame and said, ‘Lord 
have Mercy on our people, our 
country,’” she added.

But despite a crisis of a bro-
ken sewerage system causing 
sewage spills on the road, into 
yards and business compounds 
along with persistent nation-
al economic problems, Tour-
ism Minister Richard Sealy was 
outraged at the report and fired 
off a note to the British news-
paper’s editor expressing ‘shock 
and disappointment’ at the arti-
cle, which he said was “viciously 
crafted with invective, rhetoric 
and hyperbole.”

Sealy said in the letter that 
the article was “an attempt to 
denigrate Barbados’ reputa-
tion, a country which currently 
ranks number 25 of 180 coun-
tries, by Transparency Interna-
tional.”

In a comment that suggests 
money should influence the 
newspaper’s editorial integ-
rity, Sealy said, “we are con-
founded that the Telegraph, a 
long-standing media partner of 
Barbados, would print such a 

scathing article about a partner 
who spends significant sums in 
advertising with them annually 
without doing us the courtesy 
of making an enquiry. This is a 
terrible affront and an incredu-
lous situation.”

Sealy’s bald attempt at edi-
torial interference might be 

founded in his government’s 
anxiety over any negative image 
in the UK, the island’s largest 
source market for tourists.

As he noted, of the 663, 441 
tourists who made Barbados 
their holiday destination last 
year, 222, 322 of them were 
from the UK.

Barbados government angry at UK press

Barbados Tourism Minister Richard Sealy.
 By George Alleyne

Barbados Opposition Lead-
er, Mia Mottley.
 By George Alleyne
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NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
A designated stroke center provides rapid diagnosis and the most advanced care and rehabilitation.  

Our multidisciplinary team of neurologists, neurosurgeons, neuroradiologists, and specially trained nurses allows us 

to quickly deliver brain-saving care to patients. And dual accreditation for our Comprehensive Stroke Center and 

Stroke Rehabilitation program is confirmation that the best stroke care anywhere is available right here in Brooklyn. 

To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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By Nelson A. King
The Center for Black Literature at 

Medgar Evers College (CBL), City Uni-
versity of New York says it will hold its 
14th National Black Writers Confer-
ence (NBWC) from Thursday, March 
22 – Sunday, March 25.

The four-day, highly-anticipated 
event features a Youth Literacy pro-
gram, an Elder Writers Workshop, 
and a Tribute and Awards Ceremony 
honoring some of today’s most revered 
authors, scholars, cultural historians 
and literary activists. 

CBL said the 2018 theme is “Gath-
ering at the Waters: Healing, Legacy 
and Activism in Black Literature.” 

Local, regional, and nationally cel-
ebrated writers, scholars, literary pro-
fessionals, students, and the commu-
nity-at-large will convene over four 
days to discuss topics related to the 
conference theme, CBL said.

It said delegates will examine the 
state of literature produced by Black 
writers, listen to writers read from 
their work, attend a variety of inform-
ative workshops and “fellowship with 
other supporters of Black literature.

This year, the honorees are: Col-

son Whitehead, Kwame Dawes, David 
Levering Lewis, Susan L. Taylor, Ste-
ven Barnes and Tananarive Due, and 
Eugene B. Redmond. The honorary 
chair is Dr. Myrlie Evers-Williams.

“The vision for the 14th Nation-
al Black Writers acknowledges CBL’s 
concern about the recent and ongoing 
issues of social inequality and injustic-
es that challenge us and builds on the 
legacy of healing through activism,” 
the statement said.

“This timely theme centers on the 
ways in which Black writers use their 
writing to explore and convey messag-
es that heal and restore our individual 
selves and collective community,” it 
added. 

CBL said the conference will also 
examine the instrumental role Black 
writers have played in building cul-
tural history; the imprint that this 
has left in Black literature; and how 
the literature of Black writers has 
impacted present-day and future gen-
erations. 

Each conference day will feature a 
variety of film screenings, panel dis-
cussions, author readings and work-
shops, CBL said. 

Medgar Evers College 
to host Black Writers 

Conference

By Azad Ali
A national of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines, Justice Adrian Saunders 
has been named as the next president 
of the Caribbean Court of Justice 
(CCJ).

He will replace Sir Dennis Byron 
when he steps down later this year.

Byron, a national of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, was appointed as the CCJ’s sec-
ond president on Sept. 1, 2011.

The tenure of the CCJ president 
is for a non-renewable term of seven 
years.

The announcement of Saunders as 
the next CCJ president was made on 
the CCJ’s official Twitter account last 
week.

“The CCJ president, Sir Dennis 
Byron, announced that the next presi-
dent of the Court will be Mr. Justice 
Saunders, who is already a judge at the 

CCJ,” the tweet said.
Saunders, a former acting chief jus-

tice of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme 
Court, was sworn in as a CCJ judge on 
April 16, 2005.

Justice Saunders was appointed in 
1996 as Judge of the Eastern Carib-
bean Supreme Court (ECSC) and in 
2003 he was confirmed as a Justice of 
Appeal of the ECSC.

One year later he was appointed to 
act as chief justice of that court.

Justice Saunders holds a Bachelor 
of Laws degree from the University of 
the West Indies (Cave Hill) Barbados 
in 1975 and Legal Education Certifi-
cate of the Hugh Wooding Law School 
in Trinidad and Tobago in 1977, the 
CCJ’s website stated.

He was called to the bar of the St 
Vincent and the Grenadines in the 
same year.

Caribbean court names 
new president



Caribbean Life, Mar. 23–Mar. 29, 2018 21  BQ

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
We’re modernizing. We’ve already created a state-of-the-art Designated Epilepsy Unit and cutting-edge surgical and 

radiology suites. And soon, we’ll be opening a brand-new Perlmutter Cancer Center in Sunset Park, as well as updated 

environments for several services including mother/baby and neurology/neurosurgery. Because ultimately,  

world-class care needs a world-class campus. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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By Alexandra Simon
Help yourself by knowing yourself!
In a new self-help book by educator 

and debut author Nicole McLaren Camp-
bell — wife of Jamaican artist Jeffrey 
“Agent Sasco” Campbell — she chal-
lenges readers to finding their true pur-
pose in life with some self-examination. 
Her book titled “Make it Count,” calls 
on readers to headstart on a life toward 
their dreams without the many obstacles 
preventing them. She says if someone is 
stalling on a goal and overthinking its 
completion, her guide aims to help in 
deciding the next step.

“The book is definitely a push and its a 
great starting point because sometimes 
people just need a little push — all of us,” 
said McLaren-Campbell. 

Often the go-to person for advice, she 
wrote the book to discuss everything she 
has journeyed through to simarly coach 
people.

“I enjoy giving people a push that they 
need,” she said. “That’s the type of moti-
vation it gives you, and it also challenges 

you to say: ‘Is that project that important 
to me?’ and ‘What is the price of me not 
completing it?’ — because sometimes 
the goal is not that important.”

In the quick 39-page read, Campbell 
discusses the five different aspects of 
reaching your goals — such as fear, pro-
crastination, courage, purpose, and stay-
ing motivated. The universal audience 
for her book all relate to the stagnancy 

in the lives of big dreamers.
She was tasked to creating the book 

when she realized her following on social 
media were turning to her for answers on 
her own life journey. McLaren-Campbell 
would often post about overcoming fear 
and pushing herself, and people began 
inquiring on how she persevered. Not 
long after noticing the uptick in ques-
tions, she felt that her social media post-
ings could have a bigger impact to her 
following if there was a book to rely on.

“People were reaching out to me and 
I found myself responding to a lot of 
questions centered around the same 
theme — and I always felt it was my mis-
sion to reach and empower people,” she 
said. “I saw that I had the opportunity to 
empower people around their goals, and 
if my mission is to reach as many people 
as possible I know that a book was the 
answer.” 

Twenty years ago, McLaren-Campbell 
was featured in a Nickelodeon documen-
tary highlighting young and influential 
teens and in Teen People Magazine as 

one of “20 teens Who Will Change the 
World.” Now two decades after that 
ranking, she went on to attend prestig-
ious schools in Jamaica and the states, 
and founded her own tutoring company 
— AIM Educational Services.

Watching the video for the first time 
at an book signing earlier this month, 
Campbell says looking back she is proud 
of how she figured herself out in those 
years. 

“It’s inspiring, it gives you energy, 
and it gives sense of reassurance that 
you’re on the right path,” she said. “It’s 
exciting and it’s encouraging because 
even as an adult I continue to dream big. 
And just to know that I stayed focused 
and put in the work to follow my pur-
pose, has led my mission to make my 
goals happen.”

Campbell said her main goals with 
the book were to provide people with a 
quick reference guide to use whenever 
they needed a motivational coach, and 
remind them to live life without wast-
ing a day.

Know yourself: Nicole McLaren Campbell’s self-help book

By Llana Weinberger
With new Duane Reades and CVSs 

opening up shop every year, there is a 
space issue in NYC. Especially in New 
York, which is known to be a dog-
eat-dog city, more and more of the 
smaller stores are finding it harder 
to stay in business in this chang-
ing landscape. Brooklyn specifically 
has seen major changes in the real 
estate space, with a prime exam-
ple being Lake Realty’s 1601 Kings 
Highway in Sheepshead Bay which 
is currently under construction, that 
will house tenants such as Modell’s 
Sporting Goods, CVS, and Planet Fit-
ness. While massive new projects like 
this one are great for a community’s 
development, it’s also important for a 
community to remember its past — 
its culture and heritage — through 
smaller shops such as bodegas.

The influx of bigger businesses and 
chain stores into neighborhoods pose 
a problem for mom and pop shops 
around our neighborhood, struggling 
to stay competitive. The prices of rent 
in Brooklyn have become compara-
ble to Chicago, San Francisco and 
Miami. Although this might not mat-
ter as much to Duane Reade, obvi-
ously this is a deterrent for smaller 
shops. Some solutions that smaller 
Brooklyn businesses have been try-
ing so far include moving to cheaper 
areas within Brooklyn, or moving out 
of Brooklyn altogether. Other com-
panies are taking a more proactive 

approach.
One company striving to equal the 

playing field is National Retail Solu-
tions (NRS,) a technology used by 
bodegas to provide an inventory man-
agement system for bodegas, benefit-
ing both bodega owners and custom-
ers. Its rewards program — The BR 
Club Savings & Rewards program 
— comes built into the POS (Point 
of Sale,) allowing bodega owners to 
offer personalized discounts every 
month. Both merchants and consum-
ers can enjoy the program at no extra 
cost. Other unique features include 
its ability to remind you what you’re 
running low on by sending you alerts, 
and managing store analytics so that 
bodega owners know what to stock. 
Users create customized profiles on 
NRS’s app, where they keep what they 
usually buy at their bodegas, and get 
reminders on what they need the 
next time they shop. In this way, NRS 
increases customer satisfaction and 
therefore customer loyalty, driving 
business for bodegas.

There are hundreds of bodegas 
in Brooklyn, with so many on Bed-
ford alone. If you walk around the 
corner you’ll most likely see one, 
where you can stop by for breakfast 
on your morning commute and pick 
up a smoothie and granola bar. You 
can never take away a city’s cul-
ture. Culture is the heart of any city, 
and sometimes protecting your heart 
takes work.

“NRS was created as a way to fight 
back against the big guys and protect 
community heritage by keeping bod-
egas thriving in communities around 

New York and beyond,” said Elie Y. Katz, 
president of NRS. “With about 20 NRS 
systems in Brooklyn, we have found a 
concrete way of achieving that goal.”

How mom and pop shops stay competitive 
against big chain stores in Brooklyn

Elie Y. Katz, president of National Retail Solutions.

Nicole McLaren Campbell.
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Arze & Mollica LLP re-
cently secured a $450,000 
verdict for a woman who 
was struck by a vehicle. 

The 65-year-old woman 
was walking in the parking 
lot of a bank she had just left 
in Bayside, Queens, when a 
driver lost control of his ve-
hicle, striking her. She was 
taken from the scene of the 
accident to the emergency 
room at Queens Hospital. 

There, she was diag-
nosed with a fractured 
ankle, as well as two frac-
tured ribs. She spent ap-
proximately 10 days in a 
rehabilitation facility.  Fol-
lowing that stay, she began 
to experience pain in her 
spine, right knee, and right 
shoulder.    

Just prior to trial, the 
insurance company for the 
defendant alleged that she 
made a full recovery from 
her injuries, and that any 
corresponding injuries to 
her knee, shoulder, or spine 
were age-related conditions, 
unrelated to the accident. It 
offered less than $100,000 
to settle the case. But the 
law firm of Arze & Mollica 
was confident that at trial, 
a larger award could be ob-
tained from a jury.      

A weeklong trial com-
menced in Kings County 
Supreme Court, with Arze 
& Mollica securing a ver-
dict in her favor. 

Yes, injuries are pain-
ful — but the legal process 
doesn’t have to be. When 
Arze and Mollica LLP is on 
your side, it won’t be.

Attorney Gerald G. Arze 
of the firm says when it 
comes to any time of acci-
dent — be it auto or some-
thing else — it is impera-
tive that people speak to 
a knowledgeable attorney 
soon after the accident 
has taken place. This is 
because there are time re-
strictions involved in the 
filing of paperwork. No one 
should hesitate to call Arze 
and Mollica LLP because 
it doesn’t cost anything to 
talk with them. Arze and 
Mollica LLP does not get 
compensated for its time 
unless it wins the case.   

Mr. Arze also stresses 
the importance of hiring 
the right lawyer — one who 
has a dedicated practice to 
helping people who are in-

jured in accidents. 
“This will ensure the 

attorney is up-to-date on 
all the changes in law that 
occur year to year in the 
realm of automobile acci-
dent and No Fault law.”  

The office represents 
many people who have 
been injured at work, due 
to the negligence of a third 
party. 

“This permits the per-
son to not only have a 
Workers Compensation 
case, but to also have a law-
suit against the negligent 
party,” says Mr. Arze. Such 
a scenario takes important 
investigative work on the 
part of the law office. “It in-
cludes searching building 
permits and work applica-

tions which identify vari-
ous entities hired to per-
form work at a work site,” 
he says.  

“Premises liability” 
refers to those who are in-
jured while inside a build-
ing or while in front of one 
due to the negligence of a 
property owner or man-
ager. Collecting cellphone 
photos and the names and 
phone numbers of wit-
nesses is extremely impor-
tant to preserve your abil-
ity to bring a case if you 
have been injured, he says.  

“Our office is dedicated 
to protecting the injured 
against the negligent acts 
of persons, corporations, 
businesses, and municipal 
entities.” 

Some of the company’s 
many success stories can 
be read on its website. To 
best serve clients, the of-
fice does not take on more 
than it can handle. This 
assures that Mr. Arze and 
Mr. Mollica are personally 
involved in every case. Cli-
ents are kept aware of the 
case progress, too, and calls 
are returned promptly.  

Both attorneys worked 
for high-profile law firms 
before deciding to open 
Arze and Mollica LLP in 
2007. Mr. Arze is an active 
participant in the New 
York State Trial Lawyers 
Association and the Brook-
lyn Bar Association. He is 
fluent in Spanish and Eng-
lish.

Mr. Mollica is a member 
of the Columbian Lawyers 
Association, Brooklyn Bar 
Association, and the New 
York Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. 

Arze and Mollica LLP 
has marked a milestone 10 
years in the business, and 
has moved to larger office 
space, conveniently located 
close to the D and N trains.  

Arze and Mollica LLP 
Brooklyn office [35 Avenue 
U between W. 12th and 86th 
streets in Gravesend, (718) 
996–5600, www.ArzeMol-
licaLaw.com]. Open Mon-
days–Fridays, 9 am–6 pm. 

Manhattan office [39 
Broadway, Ste. 950, New 
York City]. By appointment 
only.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

With Arze and Mollica, the legal process is painless
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B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Injured in an Accident?

By George Alleyne
Barbados government’s 

haste to grab tax revenue, a 
determination of distributors 
to sell their product regardless 
of health consequences, and 
fluctuation in the Trinidad cur-
rency have combined to dull 
the intended effect of a sin tax 
on sugary drinks.

With one in five persons 
afflicted by diabetes in its gen-
eral population, and that ratio 
increasing to one out of every 
two adults above the age of 
65, health officials convinced 
the Barbados government that 
radical action is needed against 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCD), and sugar should be 
targeted.

This resulted in a 10 per-
cent surtax being slapped on 
all local and imported sugar-
sweetened beverages in 2015.

Lecturer at the University 
of the West Indies, Professor 
Alafia Samuels, said that the 
sugary drinks were singled out 
because, “the Caribbean has 
the highest consumption of 
sugar-sweetened beverages in 
the world. On average, people 
in the Caribbean drink two 
sugar-sweetened beverages per 

person per day,” and this is the 
main reason that, “four out of 
10 women are obese, and two 
out of 10 men are obese”.

But she said last weekend 
that the Barbados government’s 
overriding focus on earning the 
extra revenue was the first fac-
tor to soften the desired effect 
of the sin tax measure.

“Usually when we are going 
to do something like this, it is 
a health intervention, and so 
it would be important to have 
public education to prepare the 
public.

“But in reality, in Barbados 
this intervention was driven 
more by tax revenue. And so 
it was announced and imple-
mented quickly without a 
chance for real public educa-
tion to take place,” said Dr. 
Samuels, the director of the 
George Alleyne Chronic Dis-
ease Research Centre.

She said that while govern-
ment has been successfully 
reaping its revenue over the 
almost three years, “the indus-
try has absorbed some of that 
tax, and on the shelf you [con-
sumer] are only actually seeing 
a six percent tax difference in 
prices.”

Samuels pointed out that 
this reduces the impact of 
the price increase, which was 
intended to discourage con-
sumers from purchasing many 
sugar-sweetened drinks.

“Obviously it’s what the 
consumer faces when they are 
going to the checkout register 
that matters, and the consum-
er is facing only a six percent 
difference, and this is going to 
influence their behaviour.”

The impact of that 10 per-
cent, effectively cut to six per-
cent, sin tax has been further 
reduced by a drop in value of 
the currency of Trinidad, from 
where Barbados imports many 
of its drinks.

“The Trinidad and Tobago 
dollar has been weakening over 
time, which means that their 
products, including their sug-
ar-sweetened, beverages com-
ing into the island are actually 
more competitively priced.

“It meant that some of those 
drinks are at a lesser price than 
they would have been had the 
Trinidad dollar remained sta-
ble,” she said of this uncontrol-
lable factor.

Samuels is now calling for 
that sin tax on sugar-sweetened 

drinks to be hiked from 10 per-
cent to 20 percent, but unless it 
is accompanied by public educa-
tion on the dangers of over-con-
sumption of sugar, government 
is convinced not to focus only 

on the extra revenue, and bever-
age distributors are persuaded 
not to lower the price to ensure 
sales, the impact of that recom-
mended 50 percent tax increase 
will be equally blunted.

Barbados loses a round in NCD fight

Dr Alafi a Samuels.
 Photo by George Alleyne
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

Join us for

Easter Dinner
Serving a Traditional Three Course Easter Prix Fixe
($44.95pp -  Kids $15.95 - ala Carte Menu also Available)

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com 
for more information

Reservations Recommended

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer
��������	���
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 3/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 3/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

$24,995BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

GREAT DEALS RIGHT NOW!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 3/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

PLUS $3250
LINCOLN CUSTOMER 

INCENTIVES
0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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$$55forfor22Celery Hearts
Seltzer

Green Peppers

Whipped Butter Sugar

Celery

Navel Oranges

3/21 7AM -3/26 7PM

SALE STARTS 22 2321 24 25 26

Bartlett Pears

Seedless Grapes

$$199199
Apple Juice

Kosher for
Passover

Kosher for
Passover

Kosher for
Passover

Navel Oranges

77forfor

$$1991996969¢¢

$$199199

Honeydews

Eggplants

BOX OF 56

44 forfor

$$55
Broccoli

¢¢5959

6969¢¢
lb.lb.

Juice Oranges

BOX OF 80

$$21992199

$$24992499 ¢¢6969lb.lb.

$$299299
ea.ea.

lb.lb. 6969¢¢
lb.lb.

$$22forfor44
Kosher for
Passover

Buy by the Box
and save big!

EBT

Lemons

BOX OF 75

$$25992599

$$179179
ea.ea.

24-Hour Team Support

Youth Matched to Trained Foster Parents

Up to  

compensation, 
tax-free
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Surgical and minimally invasive treatments without incision

Cutting edge treatments for localized and advanced prostate cancer

Surgical and non-surgical options for improved erectile function

Experts in minimally invasive and laser treatment of BPH

treatment of BPH

Enlarged Prostate/BPH
Frequent urination?
Rushing to urinate?

Wetting? Incontinence?
Urinating at night?

Prostate Cancer

Erectile Dysfunction

High PSA blood test? Family history of prostate cancer?

Difficult or poor erection? Pills not working?

Kidney Stones
Blood in urine? Pain?

Carlton Barnswell, MD; William Ulmer, MD

Phone: 516-328-8775
Address: 438 Elmont Road, Elmont, NY 11003

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCES
Open evenings and weekends

Languages spoken: English,
Spanish, French Creole

By Tangerine Clarke
    After a successful medical mis-
sion to Guyana last year, the Health 
Education Relief Organization For 
Cancer Inc. (HEROC) — a non-profit 
that partners with the Giving Hope 
Foundation in Georgetown — will 
host its 5th Annual Tea party and hat 
show on April 8, at St. Gabriel’s Golden 
Banquet Hall in Brooklyn. The event 
starts 3 pm.

The “High Tea” event which is 
expected to attract ladies in beautiful 
hats, and men in debonair ensemble at 
the 331 Hawthorne St. venue, will bring 
in much needed funds for the group to 
carry on its important work that con-
tinues to help hundreds of Guyanese. 

President of HEROC, Lorna Welsh-
man-Neblett is calling on all to support 
the fundraiser that will give patrons the 
opportunity to win prizes, while donat-
ing to this worthy cause. 

Decorated tables to showcase fancy 
clothes, center pieces, and tea sets, will 
vie in the best table setting category, 
while best Fashion Hat and getup will 
be judged in another category.

Welshman-Neblett noted, that the 
organization’s far reaching initiatives 
that included a Look Good Feel Better 

Session for 35 Cancer survivors and 
patients at the headquarters of the Giv-
ing Hope Foundation, put a smile on 
the faces of the citizens.

Nurse Desrene Wallerson of New 
York, presented how to conduct breast 
checks and identify early signs and 
unusual variations via a Power Point 
presentation. 

Dr. Isaac Fordyce presented a detailed 
session on Nutrition that was very ben-
eficial for everyone, said Welshman 
Neblett.

Additionally, Nurse Fraser traveled 
to Bush Lot, West Coast Berbice where 
he presented a program on Sickle Cell. 
Mr. Fraser has completed some exten-
sive research and studies in this area 
and continues to educate the commu-
nity in his hometown. Dr. Isaac Fordyce 
accompanied him as part of the weeks-
long mission, where HEROC members 
volunteered to ensure all services were 
administered to aid citizens.

Welshman-Neblett said much more 
work is needed to end late stage cancer 
detection. “We have a lot of work to do 
here and most importantly we have a 
great deal to do in terms of educating 
people. We have to help people to under-
stand what signs they should look for.”

Cancer organization 
to host tea party 
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 NYC ELDER CARE
 Senior Health & 

Planning 2018
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Get the care you need, 
in the home you love. 

Contact us to learn how you, or a loved one, can qualify 
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  NYC ELDER CARE

BY MARK HALLUM

Dime Community Bank’s seminar focused on ed-
ucating seniors and their families on scams making 
the rounds that specifically target elderly people.

Some of these cons include calls claiming to 
be from the IRS and threatening police action if 
debts are not paid. Incidents like this are on the 
rise, according to Dime’s Director of Security, 
David Panetta.

“Be concerned if you get a phone call asking for 
you as if it’s some type of emergency or threaten-
ing you might be locked up if you don’t pay a cer-
tain fine. Be aware of anybody who asks for cash, 
wire money or prepaid cards. Always verify the 
sources,” David Panetta of Dime Community Bank 

said. “Over half a million people last year reported 
their grandparents were scammed, and that’s just 
what was reported... Some people lose their entire 
life savings.”

Dime is based in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, and has 
been in business for over 150 years with 28 branches 
across the city — including many locations in Queens 
— as well as Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 

Dime also offers personal and business banking 
services, including lending and financial guidance 
for their customers. 

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Watch out 
for cons

David Panetta of Dime Community Bank held a seminar on the latest scams targeting senior citizens. Photo by Mark Hallum

Dime seminar warns 
seniors and their families 

of deceptive scams

   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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  NYC ELDER CARE

Hundreds cycled through the Queens College gymnasium to speak with experts about vital services. Photo by Mark Hallum

Alzheimer’s Disease was major concern for aging individu-
als and their families with experts ready to help. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum

Even Shlepper’s Moving and Storage had a table at the event to offer information about 
their services. Photo by Mark Hallum

Director of Security for Dime Community Bank David Panetta schools seniors on how to Sponsors at the Elder Care Expo help attendees decide what their the best options are for 

Representatives from EssentialRN offered information about their in-home care nursing 
services.  Photo by Mark Hallum
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Accessible Dispatch
882 Third Ave., 11th Floor 
Brooklyn NY 11232
http://accessibledispatch.com
(718) 298–4808
Accessible Dispatch provides on-demand and 
reservation-based taxi service in wheelchair-accessible 
cabs throughout all fi ve boroughs, allowing individuals 
with disabilities to access the city like never before. 

AHS Elder Care, LLC 
111-02 Jamaica Ave., 2nd 
Floor, 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418
www.ahscaringcommunities.
org/#section-home-health-care-care
(718) 441–6802
CDPAP

Akhavan Law Group, LLP
1129 Northern Blvd., Suite 404
Manhasset, NY 11030
(212) 829–1100
Boutique asset protection and estate planning fi rm

Alzheimer’s  
Association  
NYC Chapter
60 East 42nd St. 
New York, NY 10165
https://alz.org/nyc
(646) 418–4466
The Alzheimer’s Association is the leading voluntary 
health organization in Alzheimer’s care, support, and 
research.

AME Insurance  
Services
164-43 73rd Ave 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366
www.ameglobalins.com
(917) 225–0242
AME Insurance will meet all Medicare insurance and plan-
ning needs. Through the best industry partners we pro-
vide exceptional customer service and expert advice. We 
have a wealth of knowledge about the Medicare program 
and its various components. We will help fi nd the perfect 
solution for you.

Brandywine Living  
at the Savoy
55-15 Little Neck Pkwy. 
Little Neck, NY 11362
www.brandycare.com
(718) 423–7900
Senior living and memory care

CapTel Outreach 
1500 Olympic Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.oeius.org (310) 526–5211
Captioned telephones for individuals with hearing loss

Catholic Charities
190-04 119 Avenue  
St. Alban’s, NY 11412
(718) 358–3541
Alzheimer’s social adult program and geriatric mental 
health

ClearCaptions 
3001 Lava Ridge Ct. Ste. 
100 
Roseville, CA 95661
www.clearcaptions.com
(866) 246–7850
Provide captioned telephones, at no cost, for individuals 
with hearing loss.

Dime Community Bank 
300 Cadman Plaza West, Eighth 
Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.dime.com
(718) 782–6200
A trusted bank for more than 150 years, Dime has deep 
roots in the communities we serve, and our customers 
have come to trust Dime for their personal and business 
banking needs, for business fi nancing, and for fi nancial 
guidance.

Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield/Anthem
9 Pine Street
21st Floor
New York, NY 10005
347-266-0313
www.anthem.com    
Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield health insurance offers 
customized plans and broad access to medical care at 
the most cost-effective rates.

Essential RN 
40-04A Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY, 11361
www.essentialrnny.com
(718) 428–2022
In-home companion and nursing care.

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St. 
Flushing, NY  11354
www.fl ushinghouse.com
(347) 532–3015
Largest independent living community in the tri-state 
area — a 55+ community

Genuine Care 
2329 Nostrand Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11210 
(718) 875–2273
CDPAP Agency 

Grandell Rehab 
645 W. Broadway 
Long Beach NY 11561 
(516) 889–1100
Rehabilitation and nursing Care

HamaspikCare 
4102 14th Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11219
http://hamaspikcare.org
(718) 408–6700
Home Health Care and CDPAP services

HearUSA 
91-31 Queens Blvd., Ste. 
214
Elmhurst, NY 11373
and
160-08 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414
and
7232 Austin St.
Forest Hills, NY 11375
www.hearusa.com
(718) 476–2523
Recognized leader in hearing care

Humana  
1075 RXR Plaza
Uniondale NY 
www.humana.com
(516) 974–9236
Medicare insurance options 

Korsinsky 
 & Klein, LLP- 
2926 Avenue L,
Brooklyn NY 11210
www.kklawfi rm.com
(212) 495–8133
Law fi rm, elder law, real estate law

KTS Pooled Trust  
3011 Avenue K
Brooklyn, NY 11210
http://kstrust.org
(718) 475–5000
KTS Pooled Trust helps disabled and elderly people who 
need Medicaid but are unable to qualify due to excess 
income.

LIFE, Inc. Pooled  
Income Trusts
112 Spruce St. Ste. 5 
Cedarhurst NY 11516
https://lifetrusts.org

(516) 330–3111
Pooled income trust services for community 

Madison York  
Assisted Living 
Community 
11214 Corona Ave. 
Corona, NY 11368
www.madisonyorkalc.com
(646) 408–4188
Affordable assisted-living facilities  

Majestic Eldercare 
1575 50th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11219
https://medicaideldercare-com.webnode.
com/contact
(718) 676–9606
Majestic Eldercare works with the elderly in preparing ap-
plications for Medicaid eligibility while taking advantage 
of programs and planning options to protect a person’s or 
family’s income and assets.

Margaret Tietz Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center  
16411 Chapin Pkwy # 1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 298-7800
www.margarettietz.org

Meadow Park Rehabilitation and Health 
Care Center 
78-10 164th St. 
Fresh Meadows, Queens 11366
www.meadowparkrehab.com
(718) 591–8300
Rehabilitation and nursing center .

Metropolitan Council 
on Jewish Poverty
77 Water St., Seventh Floor
New York, NY 10005
www.metcouncil.org
(212) 453–9625
Met Council is the voice of the Jewish poor and the fi rst 
line of defense for our community’s needy. We fi ght pov-
erty through comprehensive social services. Our network 
of grassroots Jewish Community Councils strengthens 
families and neighborhoods throughout New York City.

Mid Island Audiology 
115-12 Liberty Ave.
South Richmond Hill, NY 
11419
www.midislandaudiology.com
(718) 374–5987
Private audiology practice providing diagnostic hearing 
testing, hearing aid dispensing, hearing loss rehabilitation, 
hearing conservation and ear wax removal services

MJHS
6323 Seventh Ave,    
Brooklyn, NY 11220
www.mjhs.org
(718) 630–2627
MJHS range of health services include home care, hospice 
and palliative care for adults and children, rehabilitation 
and nursing care, and the research-based MJHS Institute 
for Innovation in Palliative Care. We also offer health plans 
for Medicare and dual-eligible individuals.

NYC Department for The Aging: 
NY Connects
2 Lafayette St.,  
NY, New York 10007
(212) 602–4252

NYS Public  
Service 
Commission
90 Church St.
NY, New York 10007
www.dps.ny.gov
(800) 342–3377
New York State Public Service Commission regulates the 
state’s electric, gas, steam, water, telecommunications and 
basic cable television industry.  The offi ce of Consumer 
Services provides assistance, education and advocacy.

NYSARC Inc.,  
Trust Services
PO Box 1531 
Latham , NY 12110
www.nysarctrustservices.org
(518) 439–8323
Special needs trust

Ohel Children’s Home       
and Family Services
156 B Ninth Street
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
E. 14 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11230
www.ohelfamily.org
(718) 686–3120

PSS Home Care 
58-35 Utopia Pkwy. Ste. 1D
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365
www.psshomecare.com
(917) 244–1721
Licensed home care provider

Quality Healthcare 
3512 Quentin Rd. 
Brooklyn,  NY 11234
www.qualityny.com
(718) 338–8500
Home care agency

Renaissance Home 
Health Care
267 Douglass St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11217
www.renaissancehcs.com
(718) 649–3670
 Home health care

Senior Whole Health 
111 Broadway,  Ste. 1505  
New York, NY 10006
www.seniorwholehealth.com
(646) 627–5198
Representative health plan

Shleppers Moving  
& Storage
920 E. 149th St. 
Bronx, NY 10455
www.shleppers.com
(212) 223–4004
We moving easy! Discover why we’ve been New York’s 
top relocation company for more than 40 years. We are 
experienced professionals for local moves, long-distance 
moves, and business moves. Superior service, competi-
tive prices. 

TLC — an AMEDISYS Company
100 Garden City Plaza
Garden City, NY
(516) 743–2714
A Medicare certifi ed home health care agency (CHHA)

United Healthcare
77 Water St. 
New York, NY 10005
(718) 644–7505
United Healthcare insurance plan.

U.S. Asset Finders  
199 Lee Ave., #230
Brooklyn,  NY 11211
www.usassetfi nders.com
(718) 522–4294
Locating and claiming lost assets.  

VillageCareMAX 
12 Charles Street
New York, NY 10014
www.villagecaremax.org
(800) 469–6292
VillageCareMAX Medicaid and Medicare health plans are 
special needs plan designed for members who have both 
Medicare and Medicaid. We work closely with your doctors, 
help set up appointments, arrange for your care, monitor 
your medications, and guide you and your family toward 
the best quality health care options available.

Elder Care Services
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

  NYC ELDER CARE

BY MARK HALLUM

Perry Frankel of Advanced 
Cardiovascular Diagnostics, 
based in Nassau County, had 
more than just a table at the 
expo.

Staff from Frankel’s clinic 
were speaking with seniors 
about the risks of heart dis-
ease and recognizing the 
signs and symptoms of a si-
lent heart attack as well as 
conducting on-site health 
screenings.

“Three-quarters of strokes 
we can stop by just doing ultra-
sounds to people who are high 

risk such as people with hy-
pertension, diabetes,” Frankel 
said in between consultations 
at the expo. “Forty-five percent 
of people who have a heart at-
tack don’t know they’ve had 
a heart attack–called a silent 
heart attack–and have triple 
the risk of dying, according to 
a big study by the American 
Heart Association.”

Some symptoms of a silent 
heart attack do not include 
chest pain. Women, in partic-
ular, are at risk of experienc-
ing sleep disturbances, short-
ness of breath, indigestion, 
fatigue and anxiety.

Heart disease is one of the 
leading causes of death in 
women who are most likely to 
experience these misleading 
symptoms, Frankel said, and 

preventative measures are 
recommended since emergen-
cy treatment can come with a 
hefty price tag.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Signs of 
heart disease

Seminar focus: watching for 
these symptoms can save a life

Perry Frankel of Advanced Cardiovascular Diagnostics ran check-ups on event attendees and educated on 
heart disease. Photo by Mark Hallum
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We’re open for
Business.

As New York’s leading community bank, we’ve been 
helping businesses succeed for over 150 years. 
Call 800-321-DIME (3463), visit dime.com or stop by 
one of our 7 convenient Queens locations. 

Dime Community Bank
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“All the Women in My Family 
Sing,” edited by Deborah San-
tana
c.2018, Nothing But the Truth 
Publishing
$16.95 / $24.50 Canada
363 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Who are you?
Spoken or unspoken, serious 

or in jest, you get asked that 
question all the time. Where are 
you from? Who are your par-
ents? Have you been here before, 
and what do you do? In “All The 
Women in My Family Sing,” 
edited by Deborah Santana, the 
questions stand: who are you and 
what is your story?

It’s a no-brainer: every day 
you spend in this world is dif-
ferent, socially, than it was last 
week, last year, in your mother’s 
time. Great-grandma might not 
even recognize your world — 
and that’s especially so if you are 
women of color.

Take, for instance, home.
It’s a complicated word, to 

be sure. It means going back to 
where people love you, where 
your roots lie, even if your par-
ents spent their lives leaving it. 

It might be the first place you 
experienced bullying. Maybe you 
wonder where “home” is — or 
you may already be there but 
you’re “just not sure how long 
[you’ll] stay.”

On racism: what would you 
say if, after learning about Rosa 
Parks, your child asks which 
water fountain he would’ve had 
to choose, had he lived then? Or: 
what do you do when your school 
pays homage to the historical 
figure who stole your ancestors’ 
lands? Also: if you endured rac-
ism as a child, will there ever be a 
time when you’ve “stopped being 
eight years old”?

And then there’s the matter of 
identity.

What was it like to be raised 
in an all-white neighborhood, 
educated in an almost-all-white 
school, with mostly-white friends? 
Many of the authors know — and 
they honor the elders who taught 
them through example what it 
was like to be a woman of color. 
Still, many write about being the 
“only”: the only Black English 
teacher, the only Asian student, 
the only forty-something Latina 
in the mom-group…

Sometimes, you may “feel 

like part of no people and every 
people.” Your hair is curly. Your 
political beliefs are loud. The next 
generation is yours to raise, if you 
choose, and you’ve got things to 
tell them. You are beautiful, and 
you know that “Some scar tissue 
knits so tight that it shores you 
up like a bone.”

There’s something absolutely 
compelling about the stories in 
“All the Women in My Family 
Sing.” They’re like an addiction.

Read one, and your eyes fly 
open. Turn to the middle and your 
heart sinks. Taste one at random 
and find a kindred spirit, then 
disagree with another that just 
doesn’t touch you right. That’s 
the appeal of this book: each of 
the essays in here — written by 
everyday women as well as those 
with fame — are short enough to 
dip into quick, you can easily skip 
around, and they’ll all make you 
think and think and think.

Yes, “All the Women in My 
Family Sing” is for women. It’s 
more feminist than not. And yes, 
men can enjoy it, too, because 
reading it is like falling into a 
web of nourishing voices. This 
is a book to have, no matter who 
you are.

Getting to know your identity

Book cover of “All the Women in My Family Sing,” edited 
by Deborah Santana.
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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By Alexandra Simon
There’s a new Caribbean song-

stress on the block! 
And she is trying to maintain the 

island flavor in mainstream music. 
Trinidadian singer Arita, recently 
released her debut single and EP 
“Lovesick.” As a singer, she wants 
to reintroduce the music industry 
to its Caribbean influence. She said 
many artists of Caribbean herit-
age played a huge part in American 
music throughout the years — but 
going mainstream often erased that 

and now she wants to be one who 
challenges it.

“I am Caribbean and I’m from 
Trinidad and I have a love for the 
blues, soul, and reggae, but I also 
love my Caribbean music and I want 
to be that representation for Car-
ibbean people who come into the 
industry and think they only have 
to sing the American way,” she said 
Arita. “I want to take Caribbean 
music and make it mainstream — 
it’s always been there but we often 
fuse it together and I want to keep 

my accent in the songs.”
Her musical inspirations are 

Aretha Franklin, Nina Simone, and 
Heather Headley — who is also of 
Trinidadian descent. Even though 
Headley is Caribbean — Arita says 
many people are not often aware of 
that because she sings in a stand-
ard American accent, which is why 
speech is a main factor in her art-
istry because she has experienced 
the downsides. 

“I’ve been in studios with multi-

Trini singer wants to go mainstream

Trinidadian singer Arita recently released her new single “Lovesick.” She wants her debut EP of the same 
name to reintroduce the Caribbean infl uence in mainstream.  CL Vision

Continued on Page 44

By Vinette K. Pryce
Members of the Brooklyn-based Day of 

Independence Committee of Panamani-
ans New York organization are gearing to 
present “The End of Times…Contact of a 
Soul” a dramatic Easter cantata.

Slated for six showcases until Easter, 
two weekend performances include a 
matinee at 1 pm and an evening engage-
ment at 7 pm beginning March 24.

A benefit performance on March 24 
will begin at 7 pm and is a fundraiser to 
benefit the Oct. 6 - pride of the isthmus 
parade which begins at Bergen and Fran-
klin each year and ends at Classon and 
Eastern Parkway, across from the Brook-
lyn Museum.

There will be no matinee on Palm 
Sunday.

All showcases will be held at Mt. Zion 

By Alexandra Simon
She’s striding through a hidden dis-

ability.
Barbadian-born Gina Mayers is a full 

time modern professional dancer at 
Brooklyn’s Shadowbox Theater. But unbe-
knownst to most people, she dances while 
living with multiple sclerosis — a cen-
tral nervous system disorder that affects 
nerve cells in the brain and spine. Having 
always had a love for dancing, she came 
to the states to pursue her love for the 

Easter cantata

Between two 
worlds: Dance 
and disability

Professional dancer Gina Mayers 
dances full-time with multiple scle-
rosis..

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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Meant To Be
Bebe Rexha & Florida Georgia Line

Perfect
Ed Sheeran

God’s Plan
Drake

Finesse
Bruno Mars & Cardi B

Lights Down Low
MAX Feat. gnash

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Him & I
G-Eazy & Halsey

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

The Middle
Zedd, Maren Morris & Grey

Let You Down
NF

Bobby Tarantino II
Logic

Tearing At The Seams
Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats

Firepower 
Judas Priest

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Hardwired...To Self-Destruct
Metallica

Ray Ray From Summerhill
YFN Lucci

Outsider
Three Days Grace

Both Sides Of The Sky
Jimi Hendrix

Black Panther: The Album
Soundtrack

Presented by

wireless

Lil Boat 2
Lil Yachty

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

artform at the Alvin Ailey school 
in Harlem in 2009. But before 
it all, she started experiencing 
symptoms that would lead to a 
life-changing health crisis. 

“I didn’t know what was hap-
pening and I was already danc-
ing professionally at the time 
and I started to experience blur-
ry vision,” she said. “Next thing 
I know — I was blind and in the 
hospital.”

After an MRI scan and a full 
recovery to regaining her sight, 
Mayers learned she was being 
diagnosed with multiple sclero-
sis. The news came as a shock 
to her and she had just been 
accepted into the Ailey school. 
She knew it would be a new chal-
lenge to balance her disorder, 
but figured she would not miss 
out on the opportunity.

“I knew I would still go and 
pursue that education, but then 
I started to deal with numbness 
on my right side and feeling 
really tired,” said Mayers. “All of 

a sudden when it came to chore-
ography, I couldn’t grasp basic 
steps.”

One of the most devastating 
outcomes Mayers encountered 
while having the disorder was 
the substantial memory function 
that she used the most. She said 
losing that drastically changed 
how she typically danced.

“Before I exhibited signs of 
multiple sclerosis, I had pho-
tographic memory and I could 
just see a choreography and 
mimic that and memorize it,” 
she said. “But I had to relearn 
how to analyze steps and that 

was the hardest part because it 
was like relearning how to dance 
in a sense — that loss really 
hurt me.”

Since her diagnosis, Mayers 
said she now has an increased 
sense of structure in her personal 
life in order to manage her day-to 
day life. There are five medica-
tions she takes weekly to control 
her symptoms — one of them 
is an injection she has to take 
three times a week and requires 
refrigeration.

“I have to be way more organ-
ized and I have to make a lot 
of considerations,” said Mayers 

“Being organized is conducive to 
my dancing because I also have 
to come an hour before and give 
myself more time to prepare.”

The 32-year-old said she was 
living her dream despite having 
multiple sclerosis, and also teach-
es Barbadian folk dance classes. 
One of the disease’s symptoms is 
depression and feelings of sadness 
that Mayers often experience, but 
she said balancing was a strug-
gle that was mostly contained. 
Mayers recommends that other 
people living with disabilities — 
whether visible or invisible — 
not let it prevent them from at 
least trying to accomplish some-
thing they think will get in the 
way, adding that the dreams will 
not always be there.

“Whether you’re working at 
a desk or dancing full time or 
whatever is passion — your dis-
ability will be there regardless of 
what you do,” she said.  “If you 
could attempt do something you 
love, it’ll be easier for you and 
you’re going to be less stressed. 
You need to have an exit strategy, 
and I’m going to have multiple 
sclerosis even if I was working at 
a desk or whether I’m working as 
a dancer.”

ple award-winning producers 
and some have asked me to 
sing more ‘American,’ or say 
that I need to sound a certain 
way, but I want to be true to 
who I am,” she said.

This constant encounter 
has made her diligent about 
keeping her particular style 
and why she advocates for 
Caribbean accents in today’s 
music. 

“It’s definitely played a role 
because a lot of producers 
make you try to sing that way, 
and a lot of artists end up 
doing it because they tell them 
it’s faster — but now it’s no 
longer authentic because we 
are not being us,” said Arita. 
“We have so much to offer but 

the authenticity is not there.”
She cites Jamaican-Ameri-

can deejay Kool Herc as one of 
the earliest examples of Carib-
bean influence, and even says 
that Jamaican reggae singer 
Beres Hammond nearly sings 
about the same things popular 
American artists have sung 
about.

“I love reggae and it’s like 
soul to me — we just tell our 
stories in a different accent,” 
she said. “Before Beres Ham-
mond came out, there was 
Otis Redding and Marvin Gaye 
and he sings about the same 
things they did.” 

Arita said her cross-cultural 
single “Lovesick,” was one of 
those singles that will take 
her there.

LOVESICK
Continued from Page 43 

Mayers in the Shadowbox Theater production of “The Earth 
and Me.” 

Dance 
Continued from Page 43 

Tabernacle, 182 Gates Ave. in 
Brooklyn.

DICPNY Vice President 
Enriques Small along with 
four associates wrote the musi-
cal production and it will be 
presented in association with 
Misioneros Production

Featuring a cast of 40, the 

two-hour 10 minute presenta-
tion focuses on a preacher who 
finds himself on death row 
amidst “demons and evil spirit 
and reveals the complexities of 
life in the real world.” 

According to Small, the dra-
matic presentation will include 
singing and choreographed 
dancing.

“Appropriate for the entire 

family,” as in previous cantatas 
showcased throughout 21 years 
they are “told through acting, 
singing and dancing, that reveals 
the story of Jesus through the 
lives of normal people.”

Each year, the group deliv-
ers an original musical pro-
duction in order to conform to 
the organization’s mission of 
“working arduously to create 
programs for the educational 
growth and development of our 
community.”

The chorale composition will 
integrate musical renditions, 
solo and ensemble presentations 
as well as instrumental rendi-
tions. 

The sacred event is expect-
ed to attract patriots, Chris-
tians and presented as a pre-
view to the holiest Christian 
day of the year and offers an 
artistic, religious sacrament 
during the 40 days of Lent 
leading up to the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.

Panamanian show
Continued from Page 43 

The singer says keeping her accent is somewhat revolution-
ary due to the music industry. Ashley Naomi Campbell



Caribbean Life, Mar. 23–Mar. 29, 2018 45  BQ

By Kam Williams
Times have certainly 

changed when you find cel-
ebrated dramatic actresses 
opting to play action heroes 
in blockbuster movies. For 
instance, Jennifer Lawrence 
had already been nominated 
for an Academy Award (for 
Winter’s Bone) when she 
agreed to star as Katniss Ever-
deen in the adaptation of The 
Hunger Games trilogy. And 
she’s since been nominated for 
three more Oscars, winning 
for Silver Linings Playbook.

Now we have Alicia Vikander 

taking a page out Jennifer’s 
“playbook” by assuming the 
role of Lara Croft in the reboot 
of the Tomb Raider franchise. 
After all, Vikander had not 
only already won an Acad-
emy Award (for The Danish 
Girl), but also received critical 
acclaim for delivering mes-
merizing performances in Ex 

Machina and Testament of 
Youth.

The upshot is that Tomb 
Raider 2.0 is blessed with a 
versatile lead who is not only 
eye candy and kicks butt in 
convincing fashion but has 
the emotional range to induce 
the audience to invest in 
her character. What makes 

Vikander’s accomplishments 
all the more impressive is the 
fact that English isn’t even her 
native language, having been 
born and raised in Gothen-
burg, Sweden.

At the picture’s point of 
departure, we find Lara eking 
out a living in East London as 
a bike courier, and training 

to be a kickboxer in her free 
time. She doesn’t have to be so 
poor, given that she’s the only 
heir to a massive fortune left 
behind by her parents, Lady 
and Lord Croft.

While her mother is really 
dead, there’s no proof of her 
father’s (Dominic West) pass-
ing. Lord Croft was an archae-
ologist/explorer who went 
missing seven years ago on 
an expedition to an uncharted 
spot in the ocean off the coast 
of Japan. He was searching 
for a fabled tomb rumored to 
contain a key to a supernatu-
ral realm.

Instead of signing daddy’s 
death certificate, accepting her 
inheritance, and living in the 
lap of luxury, Lara follows a 
set of mysterious clues he left 
behind leading to a an island 
resembling the Rock of Gibral-
tar. Upon arriving, she must 
rely on her wits and her acro-
batic and archery skills to sur-
vive an epic fight to the death 
with a worthy adversary (Wal-
ton Goggins) and his gang of 
goons armed to the teeth.

Think “The Da Vinci Code,” 
except with less talk and way 
more action.

“Tomb Raider”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for violence 
and some profanity
In English and Cantonese 
with subtitles
Running time: 118 min-
utes
Production Studios: 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer / 
Warner Brothers Pictures 
/ GK Fims / Square Enix
Distributor: Warner 
Brothers Pictures

Alicia Vikander plays acrobatic superhero

Alicia Vikander stars as Lara Croft in “Tomb Raider.” www.rottentomatoes.com

A Bag of Marbles
(Unrated) Adaptation of 
Joseph Joffo’s World War 
II memoir, set in 1941, 
about a couple of Jew-
ish brothers’ (Dorian Le 
Clech and Batyste Fleu-
rial) attempt to survive during the 
Nazi occupation of Paris. With Kev 
Adams, Patrick Bruel and Elsa Zylber-
stein. (In French, German, Yiddish and 
Russian with subtitles)

Final Portrait (R for profanity, sexu-
al references and nudity) Buddy biopic, 
set in 1964, chronicling the reun-
ion in Paris of Swiss painter Alber-
to Giacometti (Geoffrey Rush) and 
his good friend, American art critic 
James Lord (Armie Hammer). Sup-
porting cast includes Tony Shalhoub, 
James Faulkner and Clemence Poesy. 
(In English, French and Italian with 
subtitles)

Hichki (Unrated) Bollywood com-
ing-of-age drama about a young 
woman (Rani Mukerji) with Tourette 
syndrome who turns her weakness 
into a strength en route to landing 
a teaching position at an elite prep 
school. With Supriya Pilgaonkar and 
Ivan Rodrigues. (In Hindi with sub-
titles)

Roxanne Roxanne (Unrated) Chante’ 
Adams plays the title character in this 
hip-hop drama, set in Queens in the 

early Eighties, about a 14-year-old girl 
well on her way to becoming a rap leg-
end. Support cast includes Nia Long, 
Mahershala Ali and Beastie Boy Adam 
Horovitz.

What We Started (Unrated) The 
electronic music craze is the subject of 
this documentary featuring commen-
tary by Ed Sheeran, Louie Vega and 
Usher Raymond.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Midnight Sun (PG-13 for partying 

and sensuality) Bittersweet romance 
about a sickly teen (Bella Thorna) 
allergic to sunlight who’s sweet soul-
mate (Patrick Schwarzenegger) doesn’t 
mind that she can’t go on a date before 
dark. Featuring Rob Riggle, Quinn 
Shephard and Ken Tremblett.

Pacific Rim Uprising (PG-13 for action, 
violence and some profanity) Sci-fi sequel 
finds Jake (John Boyega) and Mako (Rinko 
Kikuchi) joining forces with a new gen-
eration of Jaeger pilots to save humanity 
from another invasion of alien sea mon-
sters. With Scott Eastwood, Charlie Day, 
Tian Jing and Adria Arjona.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

$4495
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$2100

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

presents

Easter Sunday Dinner
CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit Plate, Penne Vodka,
Caesar Salad, Stuffed Mushrooms, Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Flame Roasted Rack of Lamb With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze 

Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra) Grilled with Herb Butter  

Chicken Francaise Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

Broiled Salmon With Citrus Chive Sauce

Shrimp Scampi White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce
(Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable)

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Cheesecake  Seasonal Fresh Fruit  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu

Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse  COFFEE or TEA

Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage . Live music
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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SPORTS

By Adry Torres
NEW YORK (AP) — Nets coach 

Kenny Atkinson tinkered with his start-
ing lineup, hoping to cure his young 
team’s recent defensive lapses.

It paid off quickly in a St. Patrick’s 
Day matchup between the fifth and 
sixth worst teams in the NBA.

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson scored 23 
points in his second straight start at 
power forward, D’Angelo Russell had 
22 points and Brooklyn recovered after 
blowing a double-digit lead to beat the 
Dallas Mavericks 114-106 on Saturday 
night.

The Nets, who struggled in the sec-

ond half of their previous three losses, 
held Dallas to just 17 points in the 
last quarter, limiting the league’s sixth-
worst team to just 7 for 20 from the 
field.

“Having Jarrett (Allen) and Rondae 
out there, I thought it was huge. We had 

Nets blow double-digit lead, still conquer Mavs 114-106

Dallas Mavericks’ Dirk Nowitzki (41) shoots next to Brooklyn Nets’ Caris Levert (22) during the fi rst half of 
an NBA basketball game, Saturday, March 17, 2018, in New York.  Associated Press / Andres Kudacki

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
“Minnows” Afghanistan stunned the 

West Indies by defeating them in their 
opening match of the all-important 
Super Sixes of the ICC World Cup quali-
fiers on Thursday, March 15.

The regional team slumped to a three-
wicket defeat following its unbeaten 
campaign in the preliminaries.

This is the second time that Afghani-
stan has beaten West Indies in the ICC 
World Cup qualifiers.

West Indies opting to bat first at the 
Harare Sports Club in Zimbabwe made 
a paltry 197 for 8 off their 50 overs. 

Hard hitting opener Chris Gayle sur-
prisingly made just one run, while Shai 

By Azad Ali
West Indies Women suffered a series 

white-wash (3-0) at the hands of New 
Zealand at the Hagley Oval in Christch-
urch last week.

It was their worst performance on 
the final One-Day International as they 
suffered a 205 runs defeat. New Zealand 
scored 310, while West Indies could only 
make 105 runs.

Afghanistan stuns 
West Indies

West Indies 
Women suffer 

white-wash

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays 
a shot during their ICC Women’s 
Twenty20 Cricket World Cup semi-
fi nal match against Australia in Dha-
ka, Bangladesh.  
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, File

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

NETS BEAT NETS BEAT 
MAVSMAVS
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Asked to chase an improbable tar-
get of 311, the Caribbean side were 
bowled out for a paltry 105 in their 
allotted 50 overs.

Captain Stafanie Taylor top scored 
with 26, but was the only player to pass 
20 as her side’s batting decline badly 
to record their second lowest One-Day 
International total in two years.

On their last tour in New Zealand 
four years ago, West Indies were also 
swept 3-0 in a One-Day International 
series, before going to lose the five-
match Twenty20 series 4-0.

After being sent in to bat by the 
West Indies, New Zealand piled an 
imposing 310 for 5 off their 50 overs. 
West Indies could only manage 105 in 
their turn at the crease.

West Indies face the hosts in the 
first Twenty20 International of the 
five-match series at the Tauranga 
Ground later this week.

Hope top-scored with 43 off 94 balls.
Veteran Marlon Samuels chipped 

in with 36 and Captain Jason Holder 
scored 28. Opener Evin Lewis made 
27.

Sixteen-year-old opener Afghan 
off-spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahaman led 
to the attack with three for 33 to be 
named Man-of-the- match.

Afghanistan started poorly as two 
wickets fell for 17 runs and they were 
three for 83 before Rahmat Shah 
strucsk 68 to spearhead the run chase, 
while Mohammed Nabi completed an 
all-round performance with 31.

West Indies have to blame them-
selves for the defeat by dropping four 
catches.

The loss left West Indies second 
in the standings, one point behind 
leaders Scotland on five and hosts 
Zimbabwe in third place.

White-wash

Afghanistan

some more size,” Atkinson said. “I thought 
Jarrett came over and affected more shots. 
Rondae, obviously, gives us the rebounds, 
so I do think that’s a part of it.”

DeMarre Carroll had 19 points and 12 
rebounds, and Caris LeVert and Joe Har-
ris each chipped in 11 points for the Nets, 
who snapped a three-game skid. Hollis-
Jefferson added five rebounds.

Dallas rookie Dennis Smith Jr. scored 
21 points but left with 3:30 remaining in 
the third quarter, spraining his left ankle 
after he stepped on Spencer Dinwiddie’s 
left foot. X-rays were negative, though the 
20-year-old had his left foot in a walking 
boot as a precaution.

Dwight Powell had 18 points and 
reserve Yogi Ferrell had 12 points and 12 
assists for the Mavericks, who dressed only 
10 players.

Dallas was also sluggish early after los-
ing in overtime Friday night at Toronto. 
The Nets took advantage, jumping to an 
11-0 lead in the first quarter.

After blowing leads of 14 and 13 in its 
previous two losses, Brooklyn led by 14 
Saturday before the Mavericks recovered 
late in the second quarter, cutting the lead 
to 59-56 with 9-2 run to end the half.

Smith gave Dallas its first lead in the 
third quarter with 8:06 remaining, strip-
ping the ball from Russell and dunking 
to cap an 8-2 run that put the Mavericks 
ahead 70-68. Dirk Nowitzki later hit a 3 
and Smith followed with a pull-up jumper 
to put the Mavs up 80-70 with 5:36 left 
before Brooklyn charged back.

The Nets punched back with Carroll 
and Hollis-Jefferson combining for 10 
straight points, capped by Hollis-Jeffer-
son’s jumper with 3:56 left in the third 
period that evened it at 80 before Smith 
exited the game.

The Nets wrestled the game away with 
their stifling defense in the fourth quarter 
a night after they gave up 34 points to the 
76ers.
STILL GOING STRONG

Nowitzki played in his 1,463rd game, 

moving past Kevin Garnett into fifth place 
in the NBA career list. The 39-year-old 
Nowitzki, who last summer signed on for 
two more years with the Mavericks, also 
played Friday night in Toronto and has 
played in 10 back-to-back sets this season.

“It just means that I’ve been around for 
a long time, been fortunate, some injuries, 
only missed a few games here and there 
every season,” said Nowitzki, who scored 
13 points.

TIP-INS
Mavericks: Veteran guard J.J. Barea 

was inactive due to a left rib muscle 
strain. Forwards Nerlens Noel and Har-
rison Barnes were held out to rest.

Nets: Guard Allen Crabbe (illness) was 
ruled out. He was replaced in the start-
ing five by reserve Joe Harris. ... Have 
eclipsed 30 points in the first quarter 
of their last three games. ... F Dante 
Cunningham was held out due to a 
concussion he suffered Friday night in 
Philadelphia.

NETS BEAT MAVS
Dallas Mavericks’ Kyle Collinsworth (8) fi ghts for a loose ball with Brooklyn Nets’ Jahlil Okafor, right, during the 
fi rst half of an NBA basketball game, Saturday, March 17, 2018, in New York. Associated Press / Andres Kudacki

Continued from Page 47 

West Indies’ Shai Hope plays a 
shot against India during their 
fi fth ODI at the Sabina Park crick-
et ground in Kingston, Jamaica, 
Thursday, July 6, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan

Continued from Page 47 

Continued from Page 47 

By Azad Ali
The historic Kensington Oval in Bar-

bados will be the venue for the Carib-
bean’s first ever day / night Test when 
West Indies hosts Sri Lanka in the final 
Test of the three-match series.

 West Indies have already played two 
day-night Tests, also widely referred to 
as “pink-ball Tests” but are yet to play 
at home. 

The regional side has featured in two 
of eight such matches- the first against 
Pakistan in Dubai 16 months ago and 
the second against England last August 
at Edgbaston.

Sri Lanka will open the May 30 to 
June 27 series with a two-day tour 
match before clashing with the West 
Indies in the opening Test at the 
Queen’s Park Oval, Trinidad starting 

on June 6.
Darren Sammy Cricket Ground in 

St. Lucia, originally scheduled to stage 
the final Test, will now host the second 
match starting on June 13.

The Oval will now be the venue for 
the final match of the series.

Sri Lanka toured the Caribbean 
three times but has never played a Test 
at the Kensington Oval.

Day, night Test scheduled for Kensington Oval
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By George Alleyne
The need for money to ensure 

survival of the game was the com-
mon ground reached in a discus-
sion among former Test greats 
and Barbados cricket adminis-
trators.

The legendary West Indies 
opening batting pair, Gordon 
Greenidge and Desmond Haynes, 
earlier this week departed from 
the cohesion for which they are 
known while plundering bowl-
ers the world over, and disagreed 
publicly on whether Twenty20 
cricket is destroying the game.

Their debate Tuesday as mem-
bers of a panel discussing West 
Indies cricket and society, got a 
dose of reality when Barbados 
Cricket Association President, 
Conde Riley, pointed out that 
whether Twenty20 is good for the 
game or not, administrators and 
of the island’s game and clubs 
were benefitting handsomely.

Riley said that as of Thurs-
day he will be handing over 
Bds$115,000 (Bds$1 = 50 cents 
US) to a single club, and similar 
amounts will go to other organi-

sations whose players are involved 
in the Twenty20 competitions, 
Indian Premier League of the 
Bangladesh Cricket League.

Explaining that the money 
represents a percentage meas-
ured against what is paid to the 
players, he said, “it is not from 
their salaries, this is 20 per cent 
to what they earned”.

The specific players whose 
clubs are benefitting are Dwayne 
Smith, Carlos Brathwaite, and 
Jason Holder.

Next year another club is set to 
benefit from the exploits of Jofra 
Archer, a Barbados-born player 
who now lives in England, for 
which team he is expected to 
play soon. Archer is also making 
waves in the Twenty20 leagues 
in Asia.

That money going to the clubs 
is the third fraction of a three-way 
split of a payment representing a 
form of royalty. The West Indies 
Board gets a third and the territo-
rial association gets a third.

“So, the reality that we face as 
administrators is how do we get 
these guys, who say to you, you 
know my span in cricket will be 
to 20 to 35 [years] if I’m lucky. 
After that who is going to provide 
for me and my family and so on,” 
Riley interjected into the Haynes 
and Greenidge debate.

That position partly suited 
Haynes who favours Twenty20.

“I believe in Twenty20 crick-
et… I have always felt that 

Twenty20 cricket is here to 
stay. 

“I am not going to sit here, 
in no way, just because I played 
at a time when there was no 
Twenty20, and say that Twen-
ty20 destroying our cricket.”

Haynes added that based on 

being with the Barbados Tri-
dents Twenty20 team, “I can tell 
you from a coach’s point of view, 
Twenty20 has enhanced our 
fielding, our catching. It might 
not do a lot for our batting 
because you got your minuses 
and you got your plusses.”

Impact of Twenty20 format on 
West Indies cricket, money

West Indies legendary cricketer Desmond Haynes. 
 Photo by George Alleyne

Former West Indies cricket-
er Desmond Haynes. 
 Photo by George Alleyne

Kitchen Cabinets, 
Flooring, Bath 

Vanities, Faucets, 
Exterior and 

Interior Doors, 
Locks and Much 

More, 

FREE 
Kitchen Layout, 

Design and 
Assembly with 

Purchase

7305 New Utrech Ave, Brooklyn NY 11204 
Phone: 718-513-9000 • Fax: 718-513-0001 • Email: doorskitchensandmore@yahoo.com 

Store Hours: Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9AM - 6PM; Thur 9AM - 8PM
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Your name: (Please print clearly)     Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:     Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:      Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail
Mail to: Caribbean Life, Attn: Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10 Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201

Fax completed form to (718) 260-2579 Attn: Caribbean Life Healthcare Awards
Online nomination submissions at 

https://www.caribbeanlifenews.com/nominate/
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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