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By Bert Wilkinson
On Monday, the third of six elections 

that are scheduled to be held in the 
Caribbean trade group and its associ-
ate members this year will take place 
in Guyana with a multiracial coalition 
appearing to be on course to deny the 
governing People’s Progressive Party 
(PPP) a sixth consecutive five-year 
term.

Retired army Brig. Gen. David Grang-
er, 69, is leading a spirited multiracial 
coalition that is fighting to unseat the 
PPP of President Donald Ramotar but 
the party, sensing that the coalition is 
gaining momentum and is energized, is 
giving the campaign its all, even resort-
ing to open race baiting to scare its 
tradition Indo Guyanese supporters to 
rally around them or face “dark days,” 
violence, armed home invasions and 
government gangs terrorizing Indians.

The chief culprit of such a message in 
this regard has been former President 
Bharrat Jagdeo whose 12-year tenure 
between 1999-2011 was characterized 
by the rise, power and growing influ-
ence of the cocaine trade, accompany-
ing armed private death squads, credible 
domestic and international allegations 
of widespread corruption, nepotism and 
racial discrimination against Guyanese 

of African origin among a string of 
other ills including open favoritism of 
Asian investors.

So far this year there voters have 
kicked out governments in St. Kitts 
and Anguilla. Voters in Suriname are 
due to cast ballots on May 25 while an 
announcement about a date in Trinidad 
is expected anytime soon. Polls show 
the opposition just a neck ahead of the 
governing coalition there, while noth-
ing is expected to change in Suriname 
and St. Vincent later in the year.

The PPP has been traditionally sup-
ported by Guyanese of Indian descent.

Jagdeo, whose links to players in the 
underworld is known to have attracted 
more than passing interest from federal 
agencies in the US, is well aware of pos-
sible dire consequences of a defeat by 
the PPP as he and others in his close 
political and business circle could well 
end up before local and even interna-
tional courts for alleged wrongdoing.

Additionally, Leaders of the A Part-
nership For National Unity-Alliance 
For Change Team Unity Coalition have 
promised to investigate, review and 
cancel a string of questionable business 
deals and state contracts handed out 
contemptuously to friends and relatives 

Multiracial coalition fights for change

By Nelson A. King
Caribbean American community 

advocate Diana Richardson on Tuesday 
handsomely won a four-way race in a 
special election for a seat in New York 
State Assembly.

Contesting the seat for the 43rd 
Assembly District in Brooklyn and run-
ning on the minority Working Families 
Party line, Richardson, 32 – whose 

mother, Hyacinth Bryson Richardson, 
was born in Aruba, and father, William 
Richardson, was born in St. Martin – 
won 50 percent of the votes, or 4045 
votes, with 98 percent of the election 
precincts reporting. 

Shirley Patterson, the Independence 
Party candidate, who was supported by 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 

Continued on Page 6Continued on Page 6

Diana Richardson addressing victory party Tuesday night fl anked by 
elected offi cials and union representatives. Photo by Nelson A. King

Richardson wins special poll
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By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric 

Adams has joined Councilmembers 
Jumaane Williams and Alan Maisel in 
expressing sadness over the death Sun-
day of three members of a Brooklyn 
church. 

Three Haitian members of Bethesda 
French Seventh-day Adventist Church 
were killed upstate when a van carry-
ing congregants from a religious retreat 
crashed. 

The church serves Williams’ and Mai-
sel’s Brooklyn districts. According to 
reports, three additional people in the 
van were hospitalized and one has been 
released. Their names were not disclosed. 

“Last night, three members of Bethes-
da French Seventh-day Adventist Church 
were suddenly and tragically taken from 

us,” said Adams on Monday.
“The impact of their deaths, ever 

more painful considering that they 
were travelling home from a religious 
retreat when it occurred, will be felt 
throughout their respective communi-
ties,” he added. 

“It is important that we, as One 
Brooklyn, honor their lives and all that 
they have done for their community 
and congregation,” Adams continued. 

Williams, deputy leader and chair of 
the City Council’s Housing and Build-
ings Committee, and Maisel, chair of 
the Council’s Standards and Ethics 
Committee, said in a joint statement 
that they were “deeply saddened to 
hear of the traffic accident.”

Those killed included a teenager. 
They were returning from the Greater 

New York Conference Men’s Prayer 
Convention in Ellenville, New York.

“Our prayers for peace, comfort and 
healing are with the family and friends 
of those who passed, and additional 
prayers of healing for those still in the 
hospital,” Williams and Maisel said.

“The Bethesda French church is 
dealing with unimaginable grief, and 
our offices will do whatever we can 
to aid during this extremely difficult 
time,” they added. 

“One thing is certain though, the 
Haitian men who have passed and 
those injured are examples for our 
community as great men of faith, and 
this church will be a bedrock as we 
move forward after this horrible loss,” 
Williams and Maisel continued.

By Nelson A. King
Newly-elected Haitian American 

Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte on 
Tuesday ended a four-day hunger strike 
as the New York State Assembly finally 
voted to approve a resolution calling 
on the United States Congress to adopt 
House of Representatives Resolution 
443 (2013-2014) condemning actions 
of the Dominican Republic’s Consti-
tutional Court that strip hundreds of 
thousands of Dominicans of Haitian 
descent of their citizenship.

“Today’s vote sends an unequivocal 
message that the Dominican Republic’s 
persistent abuse of Dominicans of Hai-
tian descent must stop,” Bichotte, the 
first Haitian American to be elected to 
the State Assembly from New York City, 
told Caribbean Life. 

“As happy as I am to bring my hun-
ger strike to an end, it was nothing 
compared to the deprivation and perse-
cution suffered by Dominicans of Hai-
tian descent,” added Bichotte, who rep-
resents the predominantly Caribbean 
42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn. 

“I applaud my colleagues in the 
Assembly for joining me in voting to 
condemn these human rights viola-
tions,” she continued. 

Resolution K376 addresses recent 
laws and court decisions in the 
Dominican Republic that have left 
hundreds of thousands of Domini-
cans of Haitian descent without citi-
zenship rendering them stateless, as 
well as other human rights abuses 
faced by that community.

The resolution had widespread sup-
port from numerous organizations 
including the United States National 
Bar Association, the Robert F. Kennedy 
Center for Justice and Human Rights, 
Amnesty International (AI), Haitian 
American Lawyer Association of New 
York (HALANY), 1199 Service Employ-
ees International Union (1199 SEIU), 
and the Coalition of Dominicans 

By Tequila Minsky
NYC Council Member Laurie Cumbo 

and Manhattan Borough President Gale 
Brewer have called for an end to sexual 
violence during a rally at City Hall on 
Wednesday, April 29. 

In full support, other elected offi-
cials, and survivors, advocates and sup-
portive men packed City Hall steps, 
rallying in commemoration of Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month and Denim 
Day. The rally cry: Yes means yes, no 
means no!

“One in three Americans is a victim 
of sexual violence, particularly on cam-
pus,” said BP Gale Brewer. 

“There is no excuse for sexual vio-
lence. Tight jeans are never an invita-
tion to rape.” Brewer was referring to 
the Italian Supreme Court ruling in 
1998 that reversed a rape conviction on 
the grounds that the victim complied 
because her jeans were so tight — the 
court’s conclusion that she must have 
helped her attacker, thus making the 
act consensual.  

That ruling sparked protest by Ital-
ian and international women lead-
ing to observance of Denim Day in 
April, recognized by at least 20 U.S. 
states. Wearing jeans on this day has 
become an international symbol of pro-
test against destructive attitudes about 
sexual assault. (The Italian ruling was 
later reversed). 

New Yorkers have been acknowl-
edging this day since 2010, launched 
by then Council Member Julissa Fer-
reras. “This is a national and global 
movement,” said Cumbo who reported 
13,000 sexual assaults last year in her 
district. The council member spoke to 

those who are vulnerable, “We will be 
here until we have safe streets.” 

It was emphasized that sexual vio-
lence remains prevalent in communi-
ties — particularly college campuses 
and universities across New York State 
— promoting the need for continued 
awareness; tougher laws; and additional 
support for survivors.  

Assistant to the chief, Inspector 
Keane of the Special Victims Divison, 
explained that the division has a staff 
of 200 detectives working in the five 
boroughs. “A real concern is the under 
reporting of sexual violence crimes on 
college campus,” he said. He declined to 

talk of a well-publicized case at Colum-
bia University, where a victim frequent-
ly sees her attacker on campus, stating, 
“It’s under investigation.”   

At the rally, three social workers 
that are placed in New York City high 
schools held the banner of their organi-
zation  — Center Against Domestic 
Violence. 

Phung Ngu Yen sees 40-50 students a 
week at Lincoln High School in Brook-
lyn. She counsels both boys and girls 
with all kinds of issues: history of fam-
ily domestic violence, abusive relation-
ships, history of trauma, physical or 
sexual abuse, and bereavement. 

Assemblymember Bichotte, hu-
man rights advocates, Haitian 
American Lawyers Association of 
New York.

NYPD Commissioner William Bratton emphasized how the NYPD is work-
ing to address sexual violence. He is fl anked by Council Member Cumbo on 
the left and Borough President Gale Brewer. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Call to end sexual 
violence on Denim Day

Pols saddened by Haitian church members’ death

Bichotte 
ends hunger 

strike

Continued on Page 26
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Caribbean
The United States Federal Bureau 

of Investigation (FBI) is investigating 
a British trader who allegedly stashed 
millions of pound sterling in offshore 
bank account in some Caribbean 
islands.

The London Evening Standard 
reported that Navinder Singh Sarao, 
36, who lives in a modest semi-detached 
house with his parents on Hounslow, 
West London, and 
doesn’t even own a 
car, was able to find 
$5million (pound ster-
ling) to pay his bail.

The FBI insisted 
that Sarao hid his illegal gotten gains in 
a “complex” web of offshore accounts.

In the criminal complaint, United 
States of America Navinder Singh Saro, 
filed recently at the US District Court 
in Northern Illinois, FBI Special Agent 
Laberta claimed the Briton admitted 
to amassing “the majority of his (net) 
worth in no more than 20 days of trad-
ing on days when the market was par-
ticularly   vulnerable”.

According to FBI Special Agent Lab-
erta, the Briton stashed money he 
earned during the 2010 Wall Street 
“flash crash” and in his other high fre-
quency trades in Nevis and Anguilla.

“Around the time of the Flash Crash, 
Sarao took significant steps to protect 
his assets,” says the criminal com-
plaint. 

Bahamas
The Bahamas government said 

it viewed sexual misconduct within 
schools “very seriously,” as it inves-
tigates an allegation of an incident 
of sexual misconduct involving four 
pupils, including one female.

The Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology said had recently been 
informed by a principal of an unidenti-
fied primary school of the incident. It 
said the report was also made to the 
police.

“The Ministry of 
Education, Science 
and Technology takes 
matters of alleged sex-
ual misconduct within our schools very 
seriously and gives priority to such 
matters,” it said, adding that once an 
incident is brought to its attention “the 
protocols and procedures as set out by 
the Safe Schools Protocol, Manual for 
Public Schools, are immediately fol-
lowed.

It said the pupils are being closely 
monitored and the alleged victim has 
been removed from having direct inter-
action with those involved.

Barbados
The Barbados-based Caribbean 

Mentorship Institute (CMI) said it is 

alarmed by the number of young per-
sons who have been associated with 
gang-related activities with the Carib-
bean region.

“Many young persons are not receiv-
ing the type of guidance that is needed 
for them to flourish within their com-
munities. We have seen too many exam-
ples of young men and women who 
have dropped out of school to engage 
in criminal activities,” 
said CMI President 
Felicia Browne.

“The growing trend 
should be of grave 
concern to everyone. Our youth are 
not finding their way and are often 
losing their lives due to errors and 
judgments. They need guidance and 
mentors to re-shape their thinking and 
understanding,” she added.

Browne said the CMI, which says it 
has made several types of intervention 
in countries across the region, is ada-
mant that if community members and 
policy makers turn a blind eye to the 
plight of young persons.

Grenada
Grenada police confirmed they had 

detained seven Nepalese students, 
reported missing in 
St. Lucia recently.

In a brief statement, 
the police said the stu-
dents are now in cus-
tody “after arriving Grenada by boat 

from St. Lucia.”
It said the six males and one female 

“are believed to be the victims of human 
trafficking” and a “Ghanaian national 
who reportedly is a resident of Trinidad 
is also in police custody, assisting with 
police investigations.”

The students are among a group 
of Asians who have been left virtually 
stranded in St. Lucia as a result of what 
has become known as the “Lambirds 
Academy affair.” 

Guyana
The United States Customs and Bor-

der Protection (CBP) agency says offic-
ers nabbed a Guyanese national with 
cocaine in his sneakers at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport recent-
ly.

According to CBP, 
on April, 6, the arriv-
ing passenger, Thenga 
Adams “tried to sneak 
past” officers.

“During the course of the inspec-
tion, CBI officers discovered running 
shoes in his luggage that contained a 
white powdery substance that tested 
positive for cocaine,” CBP said in a 
statement.

Jamaica
A 16-year-old teenager, who ear-

lier this month was denied entry into 
Suriname on the grounds he was on 
his way to Turkey to join the Islamic 

State of Syria and Iraq (ISIS), has been 
ordered released into the custody of his 
parents.

The ordered was given recently by a 
judge in Port Maria Children’s Court, 
less than a day after a magistrate had 
transferred the matter to the St. Mary’s 
Resident Magistrate’s Court after indi-
cating she had no jurisdiction over the 
matter.

His attorney, Zara Lewis, said the 
judge gave a two-year supervision order 
for the teenager, meaning the Proba-
tion Department will 
monitor him until he 
turns l8 years old.

Relatives of the 
teenager, who was 
taken into custody on 
April 12, have denied he is a terrorist, 
saying the boy was on his way to the 
Netherlands where he was supposed 
to have been met by his mother and 
grandmother and taken to Britain.

The opposition Jamaica Labor 
Party earlier this month called for 
a full investigation into the matter 
after Suriname immigration authori-
ties denied the teenager entry into the 
Dutch-speaking Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM). 

St. Lucia
A Barbadian national was fined 

EC$4,000 after he pleaded guilty to 
being in possession or nearly three 

Continued on Page 20
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A woman purchases fi sh at a market in Kingstown, St. Vincent. CARICOM leaders say fi sheries is one of the 
important economic sectors already being impacted by climate change. See story on page 14.
 Inter Press Service / Kenton X. Chance

Climate change affects fishing
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mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic 
apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys 
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Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off 
each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When 
you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value and may not be redeemed for cash, used 
to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or 
credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or 
more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees.

EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, 
super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/
electronics, floor coverings, furniture, 
mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic 
apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys 
merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
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savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit 
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Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off 
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credit to your account. Purchase must be $50 or 
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YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE.
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REMEMBER MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 1O
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of Jagdeo and other big wigs during 
his tenure and in the succeeding years 
under his close political buddy and sur-
rogate Ramotar.

These include more than a dozen radio 
station licenses handed out two years ago 
to persons and groups who were or are 
known PPP supporters, as the licensing 
board ignored applications from others, 
some dating back decades.

And just recently, it came out in 
public that authorities quietly handed a 
firm with close links to the president’s 
eldest son a multi-million dollar con-
tract to fix and run a fiber optic cable 
350 miles from the border with Brazil 
to the city even though his first attempt 
at doing so ended in disaster with gov-
ernment being forced to abandon it 
because of embarrassing engineering 
mistakes.

More than 570,000 people are eligible 
to vote in what is widely being consid-
ered as the mother of all elections since 
locals voted en bloc for the first time in 
1953 given the feeling of relative impu-
nity which has enveloped in the PPP 
after 23 years in power.

A string of international observers 

led by former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter will monitor the voting. Dozens 
of them have already arrived in the 
country to observe the situation before 
actual voting begins.

The country which houses the head-
quarters of the 15-nation Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) is going to the 
polls more than 18 months ahead of 
schedule because the same opposition 
coalition had forced Ramotar to sus-
pend and later dissolve the 65-seat par-
liament to avoid a no-confidence vote 
that it almost certainly would have lost. 
The other side had a one-seat majority.

Prez Carter 
to monitor 
elections

Continued from cover

Adams, and the area’s State Senator, 
Jesse Hamilton, who represents the 
20th Senatorial District in Brooklyn, 
received 25 percent, or 1976 votes.

Menachem Raitport, the owner of a 
kosher butcher shop who won endorse-
ments from Jewish leaders and ran on 
the Conservative and Republican Party 
lines, obtained 21 percent, or 1659 
votes. 

Geoffrey Davis, a Democratic district 
leader and community activist, who 
ran as the candidate of a party he cre-
ated, Love Yourself, won 4 percent, or 
306 votes. 

The special election was called to 
replace African American Assembly-
man Karim Camara, who resigned in 
January to take up a new position with 
the administration of New York State 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The district comprises the Crown 
Heights and Lefferts Gardens sections 
of Brooklyn.

“We won!” Richardson, who lives 
in Crown Heights, told a victory party 
Tuesday night at the Golden Hall, at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal (Anglican) Church, 
in Crown Heights.

“I’m so tired,” she added, flanked 
by jubilant supporters, including an 
array of elected local officials and union 
members who had endorsed her. “The 
political arena is not so nice. They’re 
going to get ready for Diana Richard-

son.”
“I’m so grateful, I’m so thankful,” 

continued the mother of one, 12-year-
old Isaac Bowen, who joined her at 
the podium. “And the no. 1 person we 
thank is God.

“I put this race in God’s hands,” 
Richardson said. “Not only did we win, 
we won 2-1. This is for the community. 
I’m so happy about what is going to 
happen in the 43rd (Assembly Dis-
trict).”

Richardson was supported by Car-
ibbean American legislators – U.S. 
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke; her 
mother Jamaican-born Una S.T. Clarke, 
a former New York City Councilwom-
an, who was the first Caribbean-born 
woman to hold elective office in the 
City; Grenadian American Council-
man Jumaane Williams; and Haitian 
American Assembly Member Rodneyse 
Bichotte. 

Richardson also received the endorse-
ments of many other prominent elect-
ed officials, including New York City 
Comptroller Scott M. Stringer, as well 
as African Americans State Senator 
Kevin Parker and Assembly Member 
Latrice Walker. Additionally, she was 
heavily backed by the labor commu-
nity. Her endorsements included: TWU 
Local 100, 1199SEIU United Healthcare 
Workers East, SEIU 32BJ, DC 37, and 
HAAPA-PAC (Haitian American Asso-
ciation for Political Action), Planned 
Parenthood NYC Votes, New York State 
Nurses Association, Make The Road 
Action Fund and New York City District 
Council of Carpenters. 

Richardson
Continued from cover

Retired Army Commander Brig. 
Gen. David Granger, the Guyanese 
Opposition Leader and the man 
who could be Guyana’s president 
after the upcoming May 11 general 
elections campaigning in Queens, 
New York earlier this year. 
 Photo by Bert Wilkinson
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By Nelson A. King 
The government of the Brit-

ish Virgin Islands (BVI) says its 
youth policy is a model for the 
Caribbean, stating that the poli-
cy gives the youth a “solid foun-
dation” on which they can grow 
as individuals and as responsible 
citizens of the British Overseas 
Territory and the world.

The BVI is one of seven 
countries in the region with an 
updated Youth Policy following 
the launch of the Virgin Islands 
National Youth Policy and Stra-
tegic Framework earlier this 
week. 

“I am pleased that in giving 
our youth a voice, the National 
Youth Policy includes the crea-
tion of the Virgin Islands Youth 
Commission, the National Youth 
Council and the National Youth 
Parliament,” said BVI Premier 
and Minister of Finance, Dr. D. 
Orlando Smith.

“We envision that through 
these three bodies, the Terri-
tory’s next generation of lead-
ers and parliamentarians will be 
trained on the guiding principles 
of democracy, good governance, 
advocacy, human rights and the 
law”, he added. 

Minister for Education and 
Culture, Myron V. Walwyn said 
that he was looking forward to 

the institutionalization of the 
National Youth Commission, 
the National Youth Council and 
Youth Parliament.

Walwyn said the Youth Par-
liament will enable young peo-
ple across the Territory to devel-
op their skills and to advocate 
meaningfully on different plat-
forms and themes that impact 
them.

By Nelson A. King
The Economic Commis-

sion for Latin American and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) says 
Deputy Executive Secretary 
Antonio Prado will this week 
participate in the Forum on 
the Future of the Caribbean 
in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The forum, which runs 
from Tuesday through Thurs-
day, is co-hosted by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of Trini-
dad and Tobago, the University 
of the West Indies (UWI) and 
the United Nations system.

Sessions will be held at the 
UWI St. Augustine campus 
and the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
in Port-of-Spain, the Trinidad 
and Tobago capital, ECLAC 
said. 

During his first visit to 
the Caribbean and Trini-
dad and Tobago, Prado will 
deliver opening remarks on 
the first day of the forum 
on, “Disruptive Thinking for 
Development: The Role of the 
Academy and Development 

Organizations,” at the UWI 
St. Augustine campus.

He will also serve as chair-
person and moderator for a 
plenary session, organized 
by the ECLAC sub-regional 
headquarters for the Carib-
bean on the final day of the 
forum, at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, ECLAC said. 

It said this session will 
focus on identifying and advo-
cating innovative financing 
solutions for the Caribbean 
amid the challenges of high 
debt, reduced aid and stricter 
loan concessionalities. 

“The ECLAC plenary ses-
sion will also build on the 
ongoing discussions on 
financing for development, in 
light of what is anticipated to 
be the forging of a new financ-
ing for development archi-
tecture, that will culminate 
in the third United Nations 
conference on Financing for 
Development in Addis Ababa, 
in July 2015,” the statement 
said.

BVI Premier and Minister of Finance, Dr. D. Orlando Smith.
 www.bvi.org.uk
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By Roberto Azevêdo
GENEVA, May 2 2015 

(IPS) - Up to 80 percent 
of global trade is supported 
by some form of financing 
or credit insurance. Yet in 
many countries there is a 
lack of capacity in the finan-
cial sector to support trade, 
and also a lack of access to 
the international financial 
system. Therefore the abil-
ity of these countries to use 
simple instruments such as 
letters of credit is limited.

The impact of these limi-
tations on a country’s trad-
ing potential can be very, 
very significant.

After the financial crisis, 
the supply of trade finance 
has largely returned to nor-
mal levels in the major mar-
kets, but not everywhere 
and not for everyone.

The structural difficulties 
of poor countries in access-
ing trade finance have not 
disappeared – indeed the 
situation may well have 
declined due to the effects 
of the crisis.

There are indications 
that markets are even 
more selective now. Under 
increased regulatory scru-
tiny, many institutions have 
lowered their risk-appetites 
and are focusing more on 
their established custom-
ers. Some are deliberately 
decreasing their number of 
clients in a so-called “flight 
to quality.”

In this environment, the 
lower end of the market has 
been struggling to obtain 
affordable finance, with 
the smaller companies in 

the smaller, less-developed 
countries affected the most.

I was particularly struck 
by the fact that the financ-
ing gaps are the highest in 
the poorest countries, nota-
bly in Africa and Asia. And 
I was struck by the size of 
those gaps.

A survey by the African 
Development Bank of 300 
banks operating in 45 Afri-
can countries found that 
the market for trade finance 
was somewhere between 
330 and 350 billion dollars.

It also found that this 
could be markedly higher 
if a significant share of the 
financing requested by trad-
ers had not been rejected.

Based on such rejections, 
the estimate for the value 
of unmet demand for trade 
finance in Africa is between 
110 and 120 billion dollars.

This gap represents one-
third of the existing mar-
ket.

The main reasons for 
the rejection of requests for 
financing were:

    the lack of creditwor-
thiness or poor credit his-
tory

    the insufficient lim-

its granted by endorsing 
banks to local African issu-
ing banks

    the small size of the 
balance sheets of African 
banks, and

    insufficient U.S. dollar 
liquidity

Some of these constraints 
are structural, and can only 
be addressed in the medium 
to long term. The retreat of 
global banks from Africa, 
and from other poor coun-
tries, is one such issue.

The Asian Development 
Bank conducted a similar 
survey in Asia, looking at 
countries like Viet Nam, 
Cambodia, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and India.

According to prelimi-
nary estimates, the unmet 
demand there is around 800 
billion dollars.

Small and medium-sized 
enterprises are the most 
credit-constrained as 50 
percent of their requests for 
trade finance are estimated 
to be rejected. This is com-
pared with just seven per-
cent for multinational cor-
porations.

Moreover, two-thirds of 
the companies surveyed 
reported that they did not 
seek alternatives for rejected 
transactions.

Therefore, these gaps 
may be exacerbated by a lack 
of awareness and familiarity 
among companies – partic-
ularly smaller ones – about 
the many options which 
exist.

A large majority of firms 
stated that they would ben-

By Celia Wexler
[P]opular government, 

without popular information, 
or the means of acquiring it, 
is but a Prologue to a Farce 
or a Tragedy, or perhaps both. 
… And a people who mean 
to be their own Governors, 
must arm themselves with the 
power which knowledge gives. 
– James Madison, 1822

In Washington, D.C. this 
year, spring has been churl-
ish. A cold and rainy March 
has given way to a cool and 
unpredictable April. We hope 
for more sunlight.

Sunlight also is sorely need-
ed in our nation’s capital as 
members of Congress con-
sider an expedited process for 
approving trade agreements 
that are being done largely 
in secret. For the past several 
years, representatives of our 
government have been nego-
tiating trade deals with the 
Pacific Rim nations and the 
European Union behind closed 
doors, pacts that will affect 
every American family and 
worker. The only people privy 
to inside information about 
the trade talks have been 566 
trade advisors, the overwhelm-
ing majority of whom represent 
corporate interests.

Members of Congress can 
gain some access to this closely 
guarded information, but most 
staff members cannot, since 
these documents are consid-
ered classified information. In 
contrast, due to public pres-
sure, the EU has begun to pub-
licly release its draft texts, as 
well as background informa-

tion about the negotiations.
You would think that in light 

of this lack of meaningful infor-
mation on these complicated 
deals, Congress would demand 
that before it votes to on them, 
when their contents are finally 
disclosed, it get enough time 
to examine the details, to hold 
hearings, to ensure that the 
public gets to weigh in on these 
agreements in a way that could 
make a difference, not sim-
ply to react to deals that have 
already been cut.

Instead, a process that has 
lacked even basic transparency 
would be compounded by an 
approval mechanism that gives 
Congress a limited amount of 
time and no opportunity for 
committee oversight.  Mem-
bers who wish to amend these 
crucial agreements are out of 
luck; no amendments are per-
mitted, and debate is limited 
to 20 hours.  And the Senate, 
where bills of far less impor-
tance often are subject to a 
filibuster, won’t have the right 
to filibuster these trade deals.  
A simple majority is all that’s 
required to approve them.

This is not how a democracy 
is supposed to work, particu-
larly when their impact is so 
far-reaching. Trade may seem 
like a wonky, inside-the-belt-
way subject, but this issue is 
important, particularly for the 
new trade deals of the 21st Cen-
tury.  Take the pending trade 
agreement between the U.S. 
and the European Union, the 
Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership (TTIP). The 
focus of the deal is not on tar-
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They’re seriously into elec-
tion-watch mode in Trinidad 
and Tobago. Actually, some may 
think “Kamla-watch” to be the 
more apt characterization, as 
it is whatever stealth move(s) 
Prime Minister Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar may be fixing to 
unleash that have curiosity lev-
els high throughout the society. 
A while back, waxing colloquial, 
the prime minister had said no 
one was going to “jumbie” her 
into announcing an election date 
before she was good and ready to 
do so. But wiggle room to play 
that timing game with the all-
important date has gotten nar-
rower, now that we’ve entered 
the month of May. And Bisses-
sar, to her chagrin, could find 
herself getting too cute about 
her announcement of when the 
country will go to the polls. 

Bissessar’s pending 
announcement cannot but re-
thread the round of political sil-
liness that defined Trinidad and 
Tobago’s last general election 
five years ago, when Patrick 
Manning abruptly called an 
election half-way through his 
government’s term. We have 
always maintained here that 
responsibility for the Manning 

train wreck lay not with him 
but with party colleagues, who 
unwisely went along with the 
“untouchable” veneer he had 
cultivated, even as the man 
clearly was, by 2010, in the 
firm grip of megalomania and, 
for his own and the country’s 
good, ought to have been forced 
from his leadership perch by 
all available means. There’s no 
such intra-party tension dog-
ging Bissessar, and she and her 
confederates have emphatically 
made known during their ten-
ure, when assorted misdeeds 
generated angry pushback, that 
they had no intention of demit-
ting office early, a la Manning.  

Come May 24, however, the 
Bissessar posse will have been 
in office five years. There report-
edly are plans being hatched on 
the other side of the political 
divide to dramatize that the gov-
ernment has reached the end 
of its constitutional tether. But 
in this developing election sce-
nario, speculation that the gov-
ernment may try to put one over 
on opposing politicians and the 
public is hardly without merit, 
given the track record. Several 
times over the last five years 
have moves been made out of 

the glare of public awareness 
when government players want-
ed to “get over” inconspicuously. 
Two, in particular, would trig-
ger John Public’s instant recall: 
the attempt to install a junior, 
unqualified employee in one of 
the highest national security 
positions in the country; and the 
notorious “Section 34” gambit 
in which one section of a crimi-
nal justice bill was extracted and 
brought in the dead of night 
to the former president, who 
incredulously signed the thing, 
the maneuver later revealed to 
be a scheme to benefit two party 
financiers facing possible extra-
dition and jail terms in the U.S.

Given such dirty-tricks prac-
tice as business as usual, the 
government’s engaging in more 
of the same as an election draws 
near would surprise no one. 
Bissessar and company flirted, 
for instance, with some so-
called constitution reform stuff, 
including a run-off proposal 

for elections, about which they  
took much flak for attempting 
to push through the measures 
absent adequate consultation 
with the citizenry. But every-
thing that’s now established 
about the modus operandi of this 
government tells us that, public 
disgruntlement notwithstand-
ing, there’s no way a pre-election 
effort to ram the “reform” legis-
lation down the people’s throat 
can be ruled out.  

We wouldn’t be surprised 
either, as we’ve previous noted 
here, if the administration’s 
obsession with prolonging its 
stay in office hasn’t had the 
prime minister and her lieuten-
ants digging into the country’s 
political history. For whatever 
it’s worth, checking on legisla-
tive predecessors back in the 
1950s would reveal their voting 
to extend the 1950-55 legisla-
ture’s life one year…with disas-
trous consequences for several 
of them when a new election 
was finally held in 1956. 

Naturally, apart from stay-
ing around through whatever 
works as political stratagem 
or the mere happenstance of 
now controlling when shots 
get called — like an election 

date — the government is also 
on a last-ditch vote-buying 
binge. Trinidad Express col-
umnist Sunity Maharaj com-
mented last Sunday on this 
reckless disregard for sound 
economic fundamentals, in the 
now troubling development of 
Moody’s downgrading Trinidad 
and Tobago’s bond rating and 
the country’s economic out-
look from stable to negative. 
Maharaj characterized the gov-
ernment as pursuing “a strat-
egy that prioritizes the political 
agenda over T&T’s economic 
well-being.” Looking back to 
when Bissessar and company 
began their romp, with empty 
platitudes about “change,” 
Maharaj said: “It was clear that 
this was to be no government 
of change. What it intended 
was to milk the oil and gas 
economy for all it was worth in 
order to buy the next vote.” 

The tragedy is that intelli-
gent analysis of wrong-headed 
economic policy (forget for a 
moment all the other nefari-
ous carrying-on over five 
years) doesn’t mean squat to 
this government. The beat will 
go on…until the people say, 
“Enough!” 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Election without trickery, the hope in T&T
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iffs, but rather on the way both the U.S. 
and the EU will impose environmental 
and public health and safety standards 
in the future. Businesses that are sick of 
having to abide by different regulations 
in the EU and the U.S. call these differ-
ences “trade irritants,” and they’d like 
reduce them. 

That could be a good thing, if the 
deal meant that we took the most pro-
tective rules and adopted them. But it 
is quite possible that the reverse will 
happen – that in the future both the 
U.S. and Europe will settle on “low-
est common denominator” regulation 
that reduces safety and jeopardizes our 
environment, but that keeps corporate 
profits high.

There is even talk of including Inves-
tor State Dispute Settlement in this 
trade agreement, a mechanism that 
would make it possible for a foreign 
corporation to sue a government if it 
claimed a regulation unfairly harmed 
its bottom line.  Such lawsuits would be 
decided by corporate and trade lawyers 
in an extra-national tribunal operating 
out of public view.

Labor, environmental and public 
health groups on both sides of the 
Atlantic have serious qualms about 
the consequences of these agreements. 
But the protests of the public interest 

community in this country have not 
yet resonated with the larger public. 
Nor have they gotten significant media 
attention.

You can understand why this is hap-
pening. Reporters increasingly are 
focusing on subjects that are trending 
among the public. But average citizens 
aren’t discussing trade deals because, to 
a large extent, they don’t know anything 
about them. So the public is not send-
ing the media any signals that these 
deals interest them, and the media is 
responding by not reporting on them.  
We’ve created a vicious cycle. 

These trade deals are way too impor-
tant for either reporters or the media 
to simply shrug their shoulders and let 
government continue to act in secret. 
James Madison would be appalled by 
our apathy. If we believe that informa-
tion is crucial to self-government, then 
it is our duty to demand more sunlight 
on trade.

Celia Wexler is senior Washington 
representative for the Center for Sci-
ence and Democracy at the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. She is the author 
of Out of the News: Former Journal-
ists Discuss a Profession in Crisis. The 
Center is a partner in the OpenThe-
Government.org coalition. This article 
previously appeared in The Hill.
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efit from greater financial education.
These findings are particularly strik-

ing as Africa and developing Asia are 
two areas of the world in which trade 
has grown fastest in the past decade.

But the potential evolution of new 
production networks is faster than the 
ability of the local financial sectors to 
support them.

In this way the lack of development 
of the financial sector can be a signifi-
cant barrier to trade.

It can prevent developing countries 
from integrating into the trading sys-
tem and accessing further trade oppor-
tunities.

And it can therefore prevent them 
from leveraging trade as a powerful 
source of development.

So we need to respond to this prob-
lem.

The exchanges that we have here can 
form part of this response. We need to 

join together in order to advocate action 
in this area and to devise practical solu-
tions.

Of course, there is no magic bullet. 
This is a complex issue. However, that 
should not discourage our efforts.

The trade finance facilitation pro-
grammes that I outlined earlier are one 
example of practical action that we can 
take.

Of course this only fills part of the 
gap, so our response needs to be more 
fundamental.

In July this year, the United Nations’ 
major ‘Financing for Development’ con-
ference will take place in Addis Ababa. 
And I think it is essential that we put 
trade finance on the agenda there.

In this way we can ensure that this 
issue is given its proper prominence in 
the development debate, especially at a 
time when the all-important U.N. Sus-
tainable Development Goals are being 
finalised.

Continued from page 10 
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By Tangerine Clarke
Guyana’s Ambassador to 

Washington Bayney Karran said 
distinguished honorees — Dawn 
Holder-Alert, Dr. Michelle Mick-
le Foster, Amlata Persaud and 
Dr. Alissa Trotz, are emblem-
atic of the tradition of academic 
and professional excellence with 
which Queen’s College is syn-
onymous.

During his recent remarks 
at Terrace On the Park to com-
memorate 40 years of co-educa-
tion and the enrollment of girls 
at the prestigious high school, 
Karran added that the alumni 
are trailblazers and taskmasters 
in every field of human endeav-
or as typified by the honorees.

The alumnus told the packed 
Black Tie Gala that it was 
important for all societies to 
transcend traditional gender 
norms and ensure that males 
and females participate fully 
and equally in both the public 
and private spheres.

“This celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of co-education is 
most appropriate for our school. 

It is indisputable that coeduca-
tion benefits students by reflect-
ing more accurately the social 
environment that they will 
encounter in the adult world.” 

Karren, who said he was 
honored to share the podium 
with Clarence Trotz, his former 
headmaster and outstanding 
educator, also applauded the QC 
of Guyana Alumni Association 
N.Y. Chapter, for planning the 
auspicious weekend of activi-
ties that included a fusion lime, 
a multi-denominational service 
and family brunch.

Trotz, alumnus and Univer-
sity of Cambridge educated aca-
demic, who served as headmas-

ter in the 1970s, praised his 
alma mater for the success of co-
education, and avowed that over 
the last three decades women 
in many countries have excelled 
academically better than their 
male counterparts in sciences, 
engineering, mathematics, and 
other technological areas.

“This revolution has meant 
that the proverbial academic 
‘gender gap’ at universities is 
steadily narrowing. At Queen’s 
College, this narrowing has 
been taking place ever since 
girls entered the school in 1975,” 
added Trotz, who noted that the 
institution had its first female 
scholars in the early 1980’s.

By Nelson A. King 
JetBlue Airways says its con-

tinuing to expand its services 
to the Caribbean as it filed an 
intent to serve Antigua’s V.C. 
Bird International Airport 
(ANU) three times weekly from 
New York’s John F. Kennedy 
International Airport (JFK).

The airline said on Monday 
that its aim is to launch service 
in Antigua and Barbuda on Nov. 
5, “subject to receipt of govern-
ment operating authority.”

Additionally, the airline will 
add seasonal weekly service 
from Boston’s Logan Interna-
tional Airport (BOS) to Barba-
dos’ Grantley Adams Interna-
tional Airport (BGI), which will 
launch Nov. 7, subject also to 
“receipt of government operat-
ing authority.” 

“We offer customers more 
flights to the Caribbean than 
any other airline, and the beau-
tiful destination of Antigua 
will be a great addition to our 
network for those wanting to 
discover something new,” said 
Dave Clark, vice president, net-
work planning, JetBlue.

“A gorgeous Caribbean 
island, Antigua offers beaches, 
history and romance, along 
with world-class resorts like 
Sandals Grande Antigua,” he 
added.

Clarke said Barbados has 
“proven to be a favorite for our 
New York customers, and we’re 
happy to provide Bostonians the 
chance to experience the beauty 
and culture of Barbados.” 

He said Antigua is one of 
the largest Caribbean markets 
not currently served by JetBlue, 
adding that it “will grow the air-
line’s robust JFK leisure route 
portfolio.”

“We are excited to be bring-
ing JetBlue to Antigua and 
Barbuda following successful 
negotiations,” said Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Minister of Tour-
ism, Economic Development, 
Investment and Energy Asot A. 
Michael.

“As a new airline flying into 
Antigua, JetBlue will make the 
destination more accessible to 
visitors searching for affordable 
and direct same-day connec-
tions,” he added. 

From left, Karen Wharton, vice president of QCAANY; His 
Excellency Ambassador Bayney Karran; Amlata Persaud, 
honoree; Dr. Alissa Trotz, honoree; Clarence Trotz, former 
head master of QC; Dawn Holder-Alert, honoree; Dr. Mi-
chelle Foster, honoree; John Campbell, president of QCAA-
NY and Saran Nurse, treasurer of QCAANY. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Kenton X. Chance
CASTRIES, St. Lucia, April 

28, 2015 (IPS) - When the 
international climate change 
talks ended in Peru last Decem-
ber, the 15-member Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM), a 
political and economic union 
comprising small, developing, 
climate-vulnerable islands and 
low-lying nations, left with “the 
bare minimum necessary to 
continue the process to address 
climate change.”

“The Lima Accord did decide 
that the Parties would con-
tinue to work on the elements 
in the Annex to develop a nego-
tiating text for the new Climate 
Change Agreement. We wanted 
a stronger statement that these 
were the elements to be used 
to draft the negotiating text,” 
Carlos Fuller, international and 
regional liaison officer at the 
Caribbean Community Climate 
Change Centre told IPS.

“We did not get the specific 
mention that Loss and Damage 
would be included in the new 
agreement, but there is also no 

mention that it would not be 
included. On Intended Nation-
ally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs), we got an agreement 
that all parties would submit 
their contributions for the new 
agreement during 2015.

“However, we lost all the spe-
cifics that would inform parties 
on what should be submitted. 
We lost the review process for 
the INDCs and only those par-
ties who wished to respond 
to questions for clarification 
would do so,” Fuller said.

The Lima talks forms part 
of the homestretch leg of nego-
tiations ahead of the 21st Con-
ference of Parties (COP21) of 
the 196 Parties to the Unit-
ed Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), slated for Paris in 
December.

The UNFCCC is the parent 
treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Pro-
tocol, which has been ratified 
by 192 of the UNFCCC Parties. 
The ultimate objective of both 
treaties is to stabilise green-
house gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that 
will prevent dangerous human 
interference with the climate 
system.

At the meeting in Paris, 
parties are expected to sign a 
legally binding accord intended 
to keep human-induced global 
temperature rise within levels 
that science says will avert cat-
astrophic climate change.

CARICOM negotiators are 
trying to avoid a repeat of Lima 
and are identifying the “red 
line” issues that are “sacro-
sanct” for their populations as 
they prepare for the Paris sum-
mit.

In preparation for the Paris 
talks, lead negotiators from 
CARICOM met here on Apr. 21, 
first, to prepare for an engage-
ment of CARICOM heads with 
French President François Hol-
lande in Martinique on May 9.

“President Hollande, I guess, 
is intending to meet with CAR-
ICOM heads to get from them 
what are the main concerns of 
Caribbean small island devel-
oping states and to see how 

he can develop some momen-
tum, some consensus leading 
to Paris,” James Fletcher, St. 
Lucia’s minister for the Pub-
lic Service, Sustainable Devel-
opment, Energy Science and 
Technology, tells IPS.

The Castries meeting 
brought together CARICOM 
lead negotiators and techni-
cal experts on climate change, 
Fletcher says, adding, “Our 
meeting was a meeting of tech-
nical experts to really refine 
what are our main positions, 

what are the issues that are 
sacrosanct for us, what are the 
red line issues, that, as far as 
we are concerned, any new 
agreement on climate change 
must address.”

Serge Letchimy, president of 
the Regional Council of Marti-
nique, tells IPS that the region-
al summit in Martinique “is 
dedicated to preparation and 
mobilisation toward” COP 21 
and will bring together states 
and territories of the Carib-

Carib stakes out ‘Red Lines’ 
for Paris climate talks

St. Lucia’s Minister for the Public Service, Sustainable De-
velopment, Energy Science and Technology, James Fletch-
er, says a climate change deal favourable to the Caribbean 
will help to protect the important tourism sector. 
 Inter Press Service / Kenton X. Chance

Continued on Page 30
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 If you’re a patient at Lutheran, you already know the value of having a team who understands you. 
However, you’ll be happy to hear that Lutheran is now affi liated with NYU Langone, one of the premier academic 
medical centers in the country. At what is now NYU Lutheran, you’ll keep the high-quality personal care you’ve 
become accustomed to, and gain access to the specialty and surgical care that NYU Langone is known for. 
Visit us at lutheranhealthcare.org.

ANNOUNCING NYU LUTHERAN. AN AFFILIATION BETWEEN
NYU LANGONE AND LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER.

413856_NYU1549_Lutheran_CourierLifePapers_Apr13-2015_P4C.indd   1 4/8/15   3:02 PM
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
��
����
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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By Alley Olivier
Ladies, prepare to chip. 
Dance aerobics has become 

the new workout craze help-
ing non-traditional gym-goers 
increase their sweat levels to 
the pulsing music. 

Aruba and Grenada descend-
ant Royelle McKenzie brings 
island flare to the craze with 
her high energy soca fused 
playlists and use of carnival 
moves set to make any feter 
forget they are working out in 
her Boulay 360 dance fitness 
classes. 

“Dancing to soca music is 
a total body workout because 
you’re working out everything 
as well as your core - fusing 
the dance steps of the Carib-
bean with basic aerobics steps. 
It’s a journey through carnival, 
that freedom you have — it’s 
a no judgment zone. One of 
my sayings is ‘are you feeling 
ambitious today’ because when 
you’re doing carnival it is fun 
and festive,” she said. 

McKenzie utilizes her wealth 
of knowledge as a certified 
group fitness instructor and 
physical therapist of 11 years to 
ensure that your carnival aero-
bic experience is both fun and 
beneficial. Persons with vari-
ous fitness levels are invited 
into the party where McKenzie 
takes special care to ensure 
each member in her band is 
getting the workout appropri-
ate for their level of fitness. 
Keeping the class size relatively 
small, she is able to connect 
with each person with specific 
check-ins while keeping the 
entire class motivated to just 
keep marching.

“You see the camraderie 
between you and your fellow 
masqueraders. You’re a team 
together,” she said.

Combining whining, juking 
and marching into the workout 
session, McKenzie manages 
to incorporate these popular 
dance moves to include high 
knees, jumping jacks and more 

for a total body and core work-
out. The sweat will drip as you 
sing along to the music and 
pass high-fives to those closest 
to you throughout the session. 

“You move and you move 
and the music is good so you 
don’t really feel like you’re 
working out but you are really 

working out because you are 
soaking wet. I’ve done Zumba 
and it’s a combination of hip-
hop, R&B, salsa but in terms 
of comparison this is more 
intense. It’s just nonstop pace,” 
said Kizziah Prime, a regular 
participant. 

The 55-minute sessions start 

off with a warm-up to get the 
body ready to increase inten-
sity with each song change. 
McKenzie remains at the front, 
commanding her masqueraders 
with words of encouragement, 
careful instruction and correc-
tion. Her careful ear always 

Founder Royelle McKenzie (center) showing Keisha James and Ilana Warner how to whine 
up.  Photo courtesy of Boulay 360

‘Whine up’ and 
shed pounds

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Continued on Page 26
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

By Alley Olivier
Praise the Lord — and pass 

the island bowl!
A new dine-and-dash res-

taurant in Crown Heights has 
customers’s mouths watering 
and minds thinking of a higher 
calling with every dish served.

At former theology student 
and St. Vincent native Rawl-
ston Williams new Caribbean 
fusion restaurant, the Food 
Sermon on 355 Rogers Avenue 
between Sullivan Place and 
Montgomery Street in Crown 
Heights provides offerings with 
the hope the customer will be 
satisfied.

“If you look at the menu, 
we actually call it offerrings. 
The whole thing is that you’re 
making something with your 
grubby hands and it is just as 
intimate a situation as huband 
and wife; we’re going to take 
our offerings and hope to God 
that you like it,” Williams said. 

Williams chose to leave his 
studies in theology in part 
because he felt he could not 
meet the demands of the min-
istry. Typical character traits 
associated with a pastor include 
public speaking of which he 
is actually afraid to do. His 
own personal reflections also 
steered him in the direction 
of choosing to cook, and use 
his food to satisfy his ideas of a 
“higher calling.”

“There are many reasons 
why I didn’t finished my studies 
in theology. I’m deathly afraid 
of speaking in public. How can 
I preach the word and I’m ter-
rified? Another reason is, can 

I live what I’m preaching? Can 
I be true to the ideals not only 
in the short-run but the long 
run? It’s a constant struggle 
between deciphering whether 
the call on me was to lead oth-
ers or was it a call to a higher 
moral way of living. Because 
those questions were present 
it gave me a lot of pause,” he 
said.

Raised as a Seven Day 
Adventist, his hours of opera-
tion adhere to that of his faith 
— closed by sunset on Fri-
day to reopen doors again for 
regular service on Sunday. The 
small menu encompasses dish-
es reminiscent of all islands 
in the Caribbean such as roti. 
What might serve as a sur-

prise are the full, gourmet sal-
ads listed. His childhood diet 
which comprised eating mostly 
homegrown vegetables, home-
made bread and steamed or 
roasted fruits including his 
favorite breadfruit, influences 
his imaginative menu.

“I didn’t grow up eating Car-
ibbean food. The only religious 
influence is in reference to hav-
ing vegetarian options. I must 
say it’s not a new-age healthy 
Caribbean food; the island bowl 
is really what I want to do and 
not being brought up tradi-
tionally eating Caribbean food 
I have an outsider’s point of 
view. I love the idea of having 
just flavors from the islands but 
doing it differently,” he said.

During his short eight weeks 
of being open, Williams has 
learned to aceept and weigh the 
opinions of others in regards 
to the preparation of his food 
and restaurant design. Upon 
entering the Food Sermon, one 
might not know it is serving 
Caribbean cusine until peek-
ing at the menu, which boasts 
imaginative spinoffs from your 
standard jerk chicken with rice 
and peas plate.

“I’ve had people walk in and 
walk right out. I’ve had others 
walk in and say ‘you’re doing 
this for the white people.’ Peo-
ple come in here and they ask 
‘you making Jamaican food? 
You making Trini?’ or what-
ever and I’m like, what does 

that mean? As I’ve been told, 
you go to a Trinidadian spot 
you expect to get more of a 
roti thing, you go to a Jamai-
can spot you expect more of a 
jerk — but those are just small 
items. You still have your goat, 
your curries, your ground stew 
— it’s all essentially the same 
thing,” he said.

Taking each day in stride, 
Williams is learning from what 
he likes to call his ‘restaurant-
ette daily.’ Balancing when to 
consider expanding his small 
staff, considering adding a 
delivery service and more, he is 
excited to expand his thought-
ful menu in hopes that your 
belly will hum with a pleased 
amen.

Rawlston Williams: The Rebel Chef
THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Rawlston Williams prepares a meal in the kitchen of Food Sermon. Photos courtesy of Rawlston Williams
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
 OR JOINT PAIN?

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 5/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances
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kilos of cocaine in St. Lucia.
Richie Bonnett was arrested at the 

George Charles Airport in January and 
found to be in possession of 2.8 kilos of 
the drugs with a street 
value of EC$84,000.

At the time of his 
arrest, Bonnett was 
in company of Maria 
Shepherd also of Bar-
bados, against whom the charges were 
dropped.

He was reprimanded and discharged 
on other charges relating to intent to 
supply and export of the illegal drug.

St. Vincent
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 

has sought to distance himself from 
the arrest of a secondary school teach-
er Jozette Bibby-Bowen after she post-
ed comments on the social website 
Facebook.

Recently Director of Public, Pros-
ecutions (DPP) Colin Williams discon-
tinued two charges of obscene pub-
lication against the teacher, whose 
attorneys say they are now seeking 
possible compensation following her 
arrest.

Gonsalves suggested that the action 
of the police were not consistent with 
the direction of the DPP, saying, there 
was a communication from the DPP 
to the police and that communication 

“would have not being consistent with 
any arrest at the school and charg-
ing.”

The 37-year-old teacher was arrested 
in the staff room of the Bishop’s Col-
lege in Kingstown on March 2, where 
she taught information technology, 
electronic document preparation and 
management and accounting.

Gonsalves, speaking at a press con-
ference said that following the arrest, 
people “who have an interest not in 
truth but in hysteria and, in some 
instances, some per-
sons who make judg-
ment about others, per-
haps on the basis of 
themselves,” had said 
that the arrest was political.

He said most of the commentary 
“pointed to Ralph.”

“I had absolutely no conversation 
with the police or the director of pub-
lic prosecutions to charge this lady,” 
Gonsalves said.

“I have never in the 14 years plus 
since I am prime minister, never spo-
ken to the commissioner of police, any 
commissioner, none of them can tell 
you that I’ve ever called them to speak 
to them about prosecuting somebody. 
I have never done it with any director 
of public prosecution. I respect the 
separation of powers as regards crimi-
nal prosecutions,” Gonsalves said.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Fleece Festival At 
Prospect Park Zoo
Fleece Festival At 
Prospect Park Zoo

www.prospectparkzoo.org

MAY 16 & 17
Time: 11am - 4pm

Watch our sheep get their 
annual haircut during a day of 
shear fun with demonstrations, 

crafts, games and more!

Invest only $2000 down  payment 
and build your dream home 

in sunny florida.

Thru this Special Home-site Program this house could be yours.

NO credit check for Home-site

NO pre-qualification

$199 to fly and check it out
Included Airfare Hotel accommodation and meals (limited Time)

Contact Owen: 1-917-751-1792  for more information

  of your dreams

With just 

$2,000 Down 

Payment and 

only $7.00 per 

day

Florida Home-Site Deals
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By Alley Olivier
The first major task for any-

one moving to a new country, 
state or city is securing a place 
with running water and a for-
midable roof to call home. 

Without knowledge of the 
housing markets, the laws 
associated with the housing 
authority and more, many are 
quick to sign leases without 
adequately understanding their 
rights as a tenant. 

Stepping in to act as a buffer 
between tenant and landlord is 
Ofo Ezeugwu’s review website 
“Whose Your Landlord” http://
www.whoseyourlandlord.com/, 
providing a rating system tipping 
power into the tenant’s hands. 

“We use the possessive form 
of the word “who” because we’re 
giving renters ownership of 
their situation by putting hous-
ing in their hands,” Ezeugwu, 
CEO, details on his website.

The Temple University grad 
started the website in 2012 
while running for vice presi-
dent of Temple’s student body 

in his junior year. Whose Your 
Landlord’s initial purpose was 
to allow student’s to rate their 
landlords in the surrounding 
area’s of the university’s cam-
pus to help steer the next gen-
eration away from poor housing 
situations. Since then, it has 
expanded to include more than 
40,000 users in New York, Chi-
cago, Philadelphia and more. 

Most review sites allow for 
you to rate a business or per-
son’s services through a star 
system. To ensure a minority 
group isn’t calling wolf for their 
one bad experience, Ezeugwu 
and his team comprising Felix 
Addison, COO, Nik Korablin, 
CTO and Phil Meyer, creative 
director created a system that 
relies on a personality test and 
qualitative information to cre-
ate a less biased score.

“When we first started we 
had sliders from one to 10 
which was a bad thing because 
if you love your landlord you’ll 
just give him all 10’s and on the 
flipside of that if you hate him 

you’ll give him all ones even if 
he did do better in some areas. 
We remasterd our whole review 
process and made it in the sense 
of a personality test where you 
answer seven to eight ques-
tions that’s limited to answers 
that are predisposed in front of 
you and you pick what fits you 
best. You don’t see the answer 
until the very end so you get 
the fairest and unbiased infor-
mation,” he said. 

For new Caribbean immi-
grants moving to New York 
and other major cities, Ezeug-
wu notices common red flags 
are ignored by those simply 
happy to have made it to the 
states unaware of the power 
they hold. Common missteps 
for new renters are incomplete 
checks of the building to scout 
for holes near electrical outlets 
and  faucets, which might indi-
cate a rodent or roach prob-
lem and failing to ensuring 
that water runs in all sinks. 
Another issue unique to Carib-
bean immigrants or people of 

other cultures is the language 
barrier. For those with strong 
accents or looser understand-
ing of English, landlords are 
able to use that to their advan-
tage when ironing out details 
on the lease. 

“I met a woman once who 
was paying $800 a month for 
rent which isn’t bad for New 
York but her heat was off and 
her water wasn’t running but 
she was just happy to be here. 
You have people that are ok 
with it for the wrong reason 
because they just think that 
this is the way it is not real-
izing there are laws and regu-
lations their property manag-
ers have to abide by,” he said. 

“A lot of times for Caribbean 
immigrants they have a strong 
accent or don’t speak the lan-
guage and landlords use that to 
get over on them. We don’t real-
ize how much power we have or 
what resources we have in front 
of us and because of that prop-
erty managers and landlords 
have an infinite power espe-
cially in cities like New York 
where it is very competitive to 
get housing,” he said.

To combat the prevalent 
issue, Ezeugwu urges new resi-
dents to always bring along a 
friend who can act as a third 
party witness for any verbal 
exchange between the tenant 
and landlord. 

From left, Felix Addison (COO), Ofo Ezeugwu (CEO) of 
WhoseYourLandlord.com with ABC News Production team 
representative. Photo courtesy of ABC News

Review site tips power 
back into tenant’s hands

www.THEKINGSCOUNTYFAIR.comwww.THEKINGSCOUNTYFAIR.comwww.THEKINGSCOUNTYFAIR.com
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FLOYD BENNETT FIELD,
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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SPECIAL LOW RATE!
R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

FOCUS ON EDUCATION

If you or someone you care about is 
among the 20 million students the United 
States Department of Education predicts 
will graduate this year, congratulations.

Now, it’s time to contemplate your next 
move: the one out of the dorm or campus 
apartment. To help, here are a few tips from 
the experts:

• Reserve the right truck well in ad-
vance. For most students, a 12- or 16-foot 
truck is right for the job. Just remember, 
you’re not the only one moving out. Try to 
reserve the truck and any accessories — 
boxes, packing tape, bubble packing mate-
rial, moving blankets, hand trucks and so 
on — at least two weeks in advance.

• Plan your travel time. Take into ac-
count the time of day, likely traffic patterns 
and stops.

• Get used to the truck before you drive 
away. Familiarize yourself with the truck’s 
switches and gauges. Adjust the seat and 
side mirrors so they match your height and 
comfort zone.

Remember, it’s likely to be taller, wider 
and heavier than the vehicle you’re used to 
driving. That means you may have to drive 
more slowly and take extra precautions, 
particularly on turns. Also, be aware that 
trucks have oversized blind spots. Know 

where these are.
• Take a close look at your rental agree-

ment. Most include language from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation that prohib-
its the “carrying or hauling of explosives 
and other dangerous articles.” That means 
you can’t pack paint, chemicals and clean-
ing materials, flammable solvents, pro-
pane, gasoline and the like.

• Be sure to insure yourself. Most in-
surance and credit card companies won’t 
cover truck rentals. You may want to sign 
up for additional coverage options to pro-
tect yourself and your belongings.

• Don’t pack everything. Items you may 
need to grab in a hurry—such as paper-
work, credit cards, identification, a change 
of clothes, drinks and snacks—should be 
kept close at hand in a travel bag with you 
in the cab.

• Pack it right. Load the heaviest items 
on the truck first. Always bend your knees 
and lift with your legs, never your back.

• Buddy up. Sharing the ride with a 
friend can help to defer some of your truck 
rental costs and the driving and provide 
some extra help with your boxes.

• Use discounts through AAA.
• For safety’s sake, park only in well-lit 

areas and keep a padlock on the rear door. 

End of semester means it’s 
time to move back home

Follow a few simple steps to make moving out of the dorm easier for you 
and your parents. 
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BROOKLYN: 2632 E 14th Street, NY 11235

       2270 Kimball Street, #101A, NY 11234

QUEENS: 107-15 Jamaica Ave., NY 11418

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

 

For required disclosure info, please visit http://www.allenschool.edu/gainful-employment-information

163-18 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY   •   188 Montague St. #200, Brooklyn, NY  

888.869.0916
joinallen.com/Caribbean

Train to be a Medical Assistant  
or Nursing Assistant

YOU  CAN  
 SUCCEED!
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The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

*
*
*
*

listening to the music, she increases the 
pace by adding in the shoulders or sway 
of the arms as it makes sense to the 
beat of whatever song is playing. 

Unlike other dance aerobics classses, 
McKenzie routinely tells her team to 
check out their reflection in the mirror. 
Her aim is to not only provide a great 
workout to help the body but to ensure 
the women in attendance leave feeling 
good, both mentally and spiritually. 

“She was able to correct me while 
going through the routine without 
making me feel self-conscious,” said 
Chaquana Carr, a first-time partici-
pant.

For those unfamiliar with soca or 

carnival, McKenzie encourages women 
willing to maintain an open mind who 
love music of all genres to come out 
and experience it for themselves. She 
also calls on women who might feel 
they lack rhythm to give themselves a 
chance to feel a sense of freedom and 
pride in their body and themselves. 

“All women know how to whine. We 
all do it different and that’s ok. I tell 
them to have fun with it,” McKenzie 
said. 

Boulay 360 hosts classes throughout 
the week in various locations through-
out Brooklyn. Visit their website for 
more information on schedules and 
times. http://boulay360.com/ dance fit-
ness classes.

Caribbean workout
Continued from page 17 

Against Racism (CDAR). 
“Individuals born in the Domini-

can Republic should not have their 
citizenship status retroactively chal-
lenged,” said New York State Assembly-
man David I. Weprin, who joined his 
colleagues in voting for the resolution’s 
passage. 

“I wholeheartedly endorse Assem-
blywoman Bichotte’s resolution that 
condemns the Dominican Republic’s 
recent court decisions, which retroac-

tively deprived thousands of their own 
citizens of their fundamental right — 
the right to a nationality,” he added. 

The international human rights 
watchdog, Amnesty International USA, 
said it “welcomes the resolution and 
calls on all members of the Assembly to 
stand in solidarity with Dominicans of 
Haitian descent who have been stripped 
of their nationality.”

The Dominican Republic govern-
ment had stated that on or about June 
15, 2015, it will begin mass deporta-
tions of Dominicans of Haitian descent 
from the Spanish-speaking Caribbean 
country.  

Bichotte
Continued from page 3 
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Buy a new home now -- Get up to $5,000 toward Closing Costs!

All Classic Mainline Homes include land, up to 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, garage, living room, dining room, complete

appliance package, Central Air and Heat, landscaping, and a host of features. including permitting, driveway and well 

-- all included in the purchase price!

now $283,500
3,424 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 3,424 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 2 Car Garage2 Car Garage

THE ASHTON -- A Classic Mainline Home

NOW $269,900
2,867 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 2 Car Garage2,867 SQ. FT.  •  4 Bedrooms • 2 Car Garage

$9,447 DOWN PAYMENT  $9,447 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,920* 1,920* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!*interest, taxes and insurance!*

THE COUNTRY HOME -- A Classic Mainline Home

NOW $199,900
2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

$6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  $6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,577* 1,577* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!*interest, taxes and insurance!*

Why Rent?
Choose from Classic’s Complete Line of Brand New Homes in the Poconos! 

Visit our all-new website: 
www.classicqualityhomes.com

Or text: cqh to 411669 to get text updates about our Home Buying Incentive programs

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

* Monthly payments based on FHA 30 yr. fixed interest rate of 4.5% with 5% APR with a finance cap of $271,000.  Lower rates may apply to qualified
buyers. All numbers are estimated. Conventional mtgs. also available. Figures quoted above on Cambridge model based on conventional 30 year mtg.

THE HOMESTEAD -- A Classic Mainline Home THE HERITAGE -- A Classic Mainline Home

now $277,000
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

$9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  $9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,954* 1,954* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!interest, taxes and insurance!

$12,500 DOWN PAYMENT  $12,500 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,973* 1,973* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!interest, taxes and insurance!

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour) 90 mins to NYC!LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour) 90 mins to NYC!
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/08/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/08/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

bean.
The regional summit aims to list the 

initiatives of the Caribbean region “which 
must be integrated in a ‘schedule of solu-
tions’ adapted to the specificities of these 
territories,” explains Maïté Cabrera, a 
media relations official involved in the 
organisation of the Martinique meeting.

“It also aims to contribute to the writ-
ing of an ambitious and binding global 
agreement which must be adopted during 
COP21,” Cabrera tells IPS.

The Castries meeting of CARICOM 
climate change negotiators was also a 
stocktaking gathering at which officials 
examined the status of their proposals 
ahead of COP 21.

“Our negotiators have been involved in 
negotiations; the first round of negotia-
tions was in Geneva this year. There are 
still negotiations to take place on a range 
of issues — adaptation, climate finance, 
loss and damage, Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions and a range of 
issues,” Fletcher tells IPS.

“This really allows us to take stock of 
how the negotiations are going and what 
are the main issues and where we should 
be identifying with the negotiations,” he 
says. A third element of the Castries 
gathering had to do with preparing for a 
meeting of U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-Moon and CARICOM leaders at the 
CARICOM Head of Government meeting 
in Barbados in July.

“So, again, we are looking to develop 
a position that will allow our heads to 
speak with one position, one unified posi-
tion on climate change in that meeting 
with the Secretary General, which, again, 
deals with climate change and climate 
finance.”

Fletcher is optimistic that the Carib-
bean will make progress on its positions 
on climate change ahead of and ulti-
mately at COP 21, saying that the region 
has been “very united in its position on 
climate change.”

“If there is one thing I can say from the 
time I have been involved in this process 
is that Caribbean heads, Caribbean coun-
tries have all been united on our issues, 
there is no disagreement amount us,” 
says Fletcher, who has attended several 
COPs, including in Warsaw in 2013 and 
Lima in 2014.

However, he also identified areas in 
which the region can do more to shore up 
its negotiating ahead of Paris.

“I think what needs to happen a little 
more is coordination and this is what 
today’s meeting is about, ensuring that 
that coordination is there,” he tells IPS, 
adding that coordination worked well at 
the Third International Conference on 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in 
Samoa last year.

Fletcher tells IPS that at the Samoa 
conference “there was a very strong Car-
ibbean presence and a very good coor-
dinated presence to ensure that we were 
able to speak with the same voice and we 
attended all the meeting in numbers and 
that is what we are aiming for in Paris 
this year.”

Climate
Continued from page 14 
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an 
unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts that 
left with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better — and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it 

to heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM



32    Caribbean Life, May 8-14, 2015 BQ

After delivering a short but 
sweet sampling of their folk-
loric capacity and in the proc-
ess ensuring a delightful early 
Mother’s Day treat, the Braata 
singers are now gearing for a 
full-fledged performance with 
an inaugural staging of a Bank-
ra Caribbean Folk Festival.

Colorful, cultural and oozing 
with Caribbean pride, members 
of the group sang and danced 
their specialty recently in front 
of Jamaica’s former Prime Min-
ister Percival J. Patterson when 
he spoke at Medgar Evers Col-
lege and for their effort received 
thunderous applause.

The talented troupe could be 
considered exhibitionists, the 
way each member flaunt their 
heritage is somewhat of a dis-
play and homage to pastimes, 
nostalgia and a unique treasury 
distinct to the Caribbean region.

Often costumed in ban-
danas, floral patterns, peasant 
blouses, head-wraps and a rain-
bow of bright colors, their mere 
appearance sets an atmosphere 
of tropical, Caribbean revelry.

However, coupled with that 
alluring aspect, their embrace 
of an education and outreach 

element extends their mission 
of ‘showcasing the best of the 
Caribbean and its people” — 
they give something extra.

The gift they promise on 
June 7 is the first ever Bankra 
Basket Caribbean Folk Festi-
val. From the group that fully 
explained the patois word 
‘brawta’ and configured its 
plus facility to encompass the 
moniker now synonymous with 
more, encore and something 
extra, Bankra, may emerge 
another word familiar to oth-
ers beyond a specific sector in 
the region.

“A bankra is a Jamaican 
traveling basket; usually woven, 
and is often carried or used as 
a display for a wide variety of 
produce. The name is inher-
ited from the Twi language of 
Ghana (bonkara).”

Therefore the program for 
the day will feature basket 
weaving and extras to indulge 

adults and children. One of the 
main attractions will also be 
performances by some of the 
very best cultural, performance 
groups from the Caribbean. 

From  3:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
groups representing Trinidad & 
Tobago, Haiti, Grenada, Guyana 
and Jamaica will virtually turn 
back the clock to reprise folk 
songs familiar to their heritage. 
Something Positive, La Troupe 
Zetwal, Adlib Steel Orchestra, 
AJA, Impressions Dance Thea-
tre, Boodoosingh Tassa Group, 
Quake and a growing list of 
performers are billed. 

Along with cultural exhibits, 
a drumming session, magician, 
JJ the Clown, games, animal 
farm, a food pavilion, body art, 
and surprises for the children – 
12 and under will be admitted 
free of charge – brawta should 
be expected.

According to the organizers 
there will be three major com-

ponents to the festival:
 (1) The Stalls/Island Bas-

kets
(2) The Cultural Perform-

ances
(3) Effigy Walkway
 They claim that the impe-

tus for the event is to dedicate 
folk forms and folk culture to 
“stimulate nostalgia for those 
who grew up with it, provide 
learning opportunities for oth-
ers who had no knowledge of it, 

and help reestablish the impor-
tance, and relevance of folk as 
a viable, vibrant contributor to 
the Caribbean brand.” 

Slated for The Jamaica Per-
forming Arts Centre, 153-10 
Jamaica Ave, on June 7, the 
doors will swing open at noon 
with a curfew at 8:00 p.m.

For more information, log 
on to www.braataproductions.
org. 

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Actress Hillary Roosevelt Ricketts learning about the 
“Breadfruit” from Braata Folk Singers members. 
 Photo courtesy of Braata Folk Singers

Braata fills bankra with cultural folk treats

The fight against breast, cervical and colorec-
tal cancer begins with regular screenings. 
We can provide free screenings regardless 
of citizenship status for breast, cervical and 
colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance
Are between 40 and 64 years old
Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed 
with cancer each week
Breast cancer is the second leading cause 
of death among women in New York State
In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers 
may have lost their battle against 
colorectal cancer

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453
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Funded by a grant from the New York State 
Department of Health, Bureau of Chronic 
Disease Control

Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You
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Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College will 
spring to life on Mother’s Day Satur-
day, May 9 at 8:00 p.m. when some 
of the hottest Caribbean artistes and 
personalities such as Lyrikal, Becket, 
Delcita and Kaci Fennell, Miss Uni-
verse Jamaica entertain moms. 

It is the annual “Mother We Love 
You Concert” produced by EVERY-
BODY’S “Caribbean” magazine on 
Mother’s Day Saturday. The spec-
tacular concert also features Nikki 
Crosby – with her 2015 massive hit, 

“Go-Granny, second runner-up in 
the 2015 International Soca Mon-
arch. Nikki Crosby will unquestion-
ably inspire everyone.

Kaci Fennell, Miss Universe Jamai-
ca is a motivator. The younger gen-
eration will enjoy her presence and 
message. “I am looking forward to 
greet moms at the concert and to 
make their weekend very enjoyable,” 
says Kaci who is a proponent of 
healthy eating habits amongst young 
people.

Biggie Irie, the versatile soca and 

reggae singer from Barbados, is 
expected to render his hits, “Ode to 
Jamaica” and “Nah Goin Home.”

Soca star Chucky Gordon, the 
2015 National Calypso Monarch of 
Trinidad & Tobago, is also perform-
ing. Gordon won the title in 2014. 
He is T&T 50th Anniversary of Inde-
pendence Calypso Monarch.

Becket, the calypso icon from St. 
Vincent & the Grenadines, plans 
to render his Mother’s Day classic, 
“Mama.” Will he sing “Teaser,” “Pres-

Caribbean artists entertain moms 

Continued on Page 36

By Tequila Minsky
A town hall African artist salon at the 

Greene Performance Space kicked off 
the upcoming 22nd edition of the Afri-
can Film Festival New York (NYAFF). 

Many artists, writers, musicians, and 
filmmakers, among others, relished in 
the discussion of African diaspora art-
ists living and creating outside of the 
continent and got a hint of the upcom-
ing festival.

The two-week festival, which opened 
on Wednesday, May 6, with the N.Y. pre-
miere of the South African film “noir 
Cold Harbour,” will screen in three ven-
ues. 

By Nelson A. King 
Chang-I is certainly “feeling good in 

ah de neighborhood” after dethroning 
defending champion Dennis Bowman to 
snatch the Vincy New York New Song 
Competition Saturday night / Sunday 
morning at the Sugar Mill Night Club in 
Brooklyn.  

Toronto-based Chang-I, 49, whose real 
name is David Morgan, stole the show in a 
field of nine competitors that also includ-
ed veteran Vincentian soca artistes and 
calypsonians John “The Truth” Dougan, 
Fabulous T, Jakie and Bob MC.  

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

David “Chang-I “ Morgan performs 
at the Sugar Mill Night Club in Brook-
lyn. Photo by Nelson A. King

Miss Jamaica, Kaci Fennell poses for the judges, during the national costume show during the 63rd annual 
Miss Universe Competition in Miami, Fla., Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015.  Associated Press / J Pat Carter

Chang-I wins 
Vincy New 

Song contest

NY celebrates 
African cinema

EVERYBODY’S  EVERYBODY’S  
MOMSMOMS
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CATERERS

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!
8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET 
Featuring your Italian favorites

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo

Cavatelli w/Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs, Penne Vodka, 

Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini, 

Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata

SEAFOOD BAR

Fried Calamari, Baked Clams, Mussels Bianco

SALAD BAR

CARVING STATION

Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

DESSERT BAR

Including Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, 

Fresh Fruit, Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and much more

Chicken Fingers and Fresh Fries also available for kids
(Parties of 6 or more...18% gratuity will be added to the check)

$45 
per person

+TAX & GRATUITIES
CHILDREN 10 AND 

UNDER HALF PRICE

Mother’s Day 
12 pm Brunch Buffet

Includes your breakfast favorites in 
addition to Lunch menu

3:30 pm Lunch Buffet

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

SHRIMP PLATTER FISH & CHIPS PLATTER
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By Kam Williams
Caleb Smith (Domnhall Glee-

son) works as a computer pro-
grammer for Blue Book, the 
most popular internet search 
engine in the world. As the win-
ner of a staff lottery, he is sum-
moned to the secluded, hilltop 
retreat of the company’s reclu-
sive CEO, Nathan Bateman 
(Oscar Isaac).  

Only after being brought 
there by corporate helicopter 
does the nerdy 26-year-old dis-
cover that his billionaire boss 
has a hidden agenda. As it turns 
out, the place is less a home 
than a high-tech facility dedi-

cated to conducting research in 
artificial intelligence.

But before Caleb is allowed to 
stay, he’s forced to sign a non-
disclosure agreement promising 
to keep secret what he’s about to 
witness. Nathan next explains 

that it’s an invention, an android 
he wants Turing tested, meaning 
examined for any software flaws 
revealing it as non-human.

He then introduces his 
curious guest to Ava (Alicia 
Vikander), the fetching fembot 

he wants studied over the course 
of a week. Caleb is surprised by 
her level of sophistication, since 
her brain is complex enough 
to discern the connotation of 
idioms like “breaking the ice.” 
He’s even more impressed by her 

non-deterministic nature, as she 
appears to have been successful-
ly programmed with free will.

The plot thickens several days 
into the project when Ava senses 
Caleb has developed feelings for 
her. At that point, the attractive 
automaton quietly confides her 
fears about being expendable in 
the eyes of Nathan who wouldn’t 
have a second thought about 
wiping her memory banks clean 
once she’s no longer considered 
state-of-the-art. After all, that’s 
what he’s done to each of her 
mothballed predecessors in his 
relentless quest to build a better 
cyborg.

Where does Caleb’s loyalty 
lie? With the callous employer 
he suddenly sees as a heartless 
tinkerer? Or with the flesh-cov-
ered machine exhibiting a full 
range of emotions, including a 
seductive vulnerability? That is 
the dilemma confronting the 
anguished protagonist in “Ex 
Machina,” an intriguing sci-fi 
adventure marking the splendid 
directorial debut of Alex Gar-
land.

Ex Machina
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity,
violence, sexual 
references and 
graphic nudity
Running time: 
108 minutes
Distributor: A24

5 Flights Up (PG-13 
for profanity and naked 
images) Slice-of-life 
drama, set in Brook-
lyn, revolving around 
the trial and tribula-
tions of a retired couple 
(Morgan Freeman and Diane Keaton) 
being pressured by their niece (Cyn-
thia Nixon) to sell the rundown home 
they’ve shared for the past 40 years. 
With Carrie Preston, Miriam Shor and 
Alysia Reiner.

1001 Grams (Unrated) Poignant 
character study about a nerdy Norwe-
gian (Ane Dahl Torp) who is shaken 
out of her comfort zone after crossing 
paths with a fellow scientist (Laurent 
Stocker) while attending a seminar 
in Paris. Cast includes Stein Winge, 
Hildegun Riise and Didier Flamand. 
(In Norwegian, French and English 
with subtitles)

The D Train (R for nudity, graph-
ic sexuality, profanity and drug use) 
Unlikely-buddies comedy about a 
social zero’s (Jack Black) desperate 
attempt to convince his high school’s 
boy most likely (James Marsden) to 
attend their 20th reunion. With Kath-
ryn Hahn, Jeffrey Tambor and Russell 
Posner.

Hunting Elephants (Unrated) Israeli 
crime comedy, set in Jerusalem, about 
a trio of revenge-minded retirees (Sas-
son Gabai, Patrick Stewart and Moni 
Moshonov) who hatch a plan to rob 
a bank with the help of a precocious 

12-year-old (Gil blank).  Support cast 
includes Yael Abecassis, Tzvika Hadar 
and Moshe Ivgy. (In Hebrew and Eng-
lish with subtitles)

I Am Big Bird (Unrated) Reverential 
retrospective covering the enduring 
career of Carroll Spinney, the 81 year-
old puppeteer who has played Big Bird 
on Sesame Street since 1969. Featur-
ing commentary by Frank Oz, Sonia 
Manzano and the late Jim Henson.

Maggie (PG-13 for profanity, mature 
themes and disturbing images) Abigail 
Breslin stars as the title character in 
this post-apocalyptic thriller, set in 
the Midwest, as an ill-fated teen whose 
dad (Arnold Schwarzennegger) stands 
by her side after she’s infected with 
the deadly virus sweeping the nation 
that slowly turns its victims into can-
nibalistic zombies. Cast includes Joely 
Richardson, Laura Cayouette and Den-
ise Williamson.

Noble (PG-13 for violence, sexuality 
and mature themes) Deidre O’Kane 
handles the title role in this biopic 
about Christina Noble, the Irish spin-
ster who, in 1989, founded an orphan-
age in Vietnam for hundreds of home-
less kids roaming the streets of Ho Chi 
Minh City. With Sarah Greene, Gloria 
Cramer Curtis and Brendan Coyle.    

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 15
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

WRITTEN
BY KAY CANNON DIRECTED

BY ELIZABETH BANKS
PRODUCED

BY PAUL BROOKS ELIZABETH BANKSMAX HANDELMANMUSIC
BY MARK MOTHERSBAUGH EXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS SCOTT NIEMEYER JASON MOORE
MUSIC

SUPERVISOR SARAH WEBSTER
EXECUTIVE

MUSIC PRODUCERS JULIANNE JORDAN JULIA MICHELS
ALEXIS KNAPP HANA MAE LEE WITH JOHN MICHAEL HIGGINS AND ELIZABETH BANKSANNA CAMPKATEY SAGALADAM DEVINESKYLAR ASTIN

REBEL WILSON HAILEE STEINFELD
BRITTANY SNOW

ANNA KENDRICK“PITCH PERFECT 2”A GOLD CIRCLE ENTERTAINMENT/BROWNSTONE PRODUCTION UNIVERSAL PICTURES AND GOLD CIRCLE ENTERTAINMENT PRESENT

A UNIVERSAL RELEASE
© 2014 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

Domnhall Gleeson (pictured above) plays a computer programmer in a scene from “Ex 
Machina.”  Photo courtesy of www.rottentomatoes.com

Independent & Foreign Films

Computer nerd falls for Fembot with free will
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“It’s a long time coming,” 
exclaimed Chang-I after Ain-
sley Primus, president of the 
Brooklyn-based organizing 
group, Level Vibes Promotions, 
presented him with the win-
ning trophy about 2:55 a.m. on 
Sunday.

“I always tell myself that, 
if I work hard, I’ll get to the 
top,” the former vocalist with 
defunct Vincentian bands, Res-
urrection, of Barrouallie, and 
Asterisks, of Layou, later told 
Caribbean Life in an exclusive 
interview. “I realize that, when-
ever you work hard, it [reward] 
always comes to fruition.”

The former Barrouallie Sec-
ondary School (BSS) student, 
who sang his way to the grand 
finale in the National Calypso 
Competition in Vincy Mas 2013 
– with “100 Percent Vincy” and 
“Who Feel De Pinch” – said he 
wanted to return to tradition-
al soca songs with “Ah Feeing 
Good.”

“Traditional soca music is 
hardly being played these days,” 
said Chang-I, who is also the 
lead vocalist and co-founder of 

the Toronto-based Caribbean 
soca band, Moses Revolution. 

“I said to my friend, Moses 
(Trinidadian with whom Chang-
I co-founded the band in 1990), 
‘we need the traditional soca 
songs,’” he added. 

With a jumpy beat, the first 
verse of “Ah Feeling Good” 
goes: “It’s Friday evening, and 
I ain’t tired yet/Just finished 
working/Ah going home and 
rest/Ah jump in de shower/And 
ah start getting dress/Cause dis 
is de weekend we going out to 
fete.”

The chorus: “Ah feeling 
good/Yes, ah feeling good in 
the neighborhood/Tonight, in 
the neighborhood/Ah feeling 
nice/Yes, ah feeling alright in 
the neighborhood/Tonight, in 
the neighborhood.”

Chang-I, who began com-
peting in the New Song Com-
petition in New York in 2013 
and was runner-up in 2013 and 
2014 – losing by just one point 
to Dougan in 2013 and conced-
ing to Bowman last year – said 
he was “feeling good” in cap-
turing the crown for the first 
time. 

ident Obama,” or “Calypso 
Disco.” Calypso Disco became 
the soundtrack of a Hollywood 

blockbuster?
“Mother We Love You con-

cert” is for the entire family 
including children of all ages. 
As a result, EVERYBODY’S is 
pleased to introduce the Batin-
gua Dance Company consisting 
of teenage dancers. Josh Boyce, 
a 12-year old Barbadian-Amer-
ican, who won a scholarship 
to study dance at the famed 
National Dance Institute in 
Harlem is making his debut on 
the big stage.

The Sunshine Band led by 
Sunshine Diaz is providing live 
music.

“We thank readers and fans 
who suggested mothers for 
saluting. Four mothers will 
be recognized at the concert,” 
says concert manager Michelle 
Young.

The moms to be honored 
are Mrs. Gloria Renee-Murray 
of Grenada, Mrs. Bibi Zoriena 
Sankar of Guyana, Mrs. Mavis 
Cameron, president of the 
Jamaican-American Adventist 

Association and Ms. Simone 
HoSang, director of Nutrition 
Department of Royal Carib-
bean Bakery.

All seats are reserved. Tick-
ets for the Mother’s Day Sat-
urday concert are can be pur-
chased at Brooklyn Center Box 
Office (718) 951-4500 and Car-
ibbean outlets.

Online at http://everybod-
ysmag.com/featured/mothers-
day-saturday-concert-may-9th.

Continued from page 33 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson

Sugar
Maroon 5

Love Me Like I Do
Ellie Goulding

Earned It (Fifty Shades..)
The Weeknd

Style
Taylor Swift

Somebody
Natalie La Rose

Shut up & Dance
Walk the Moon

Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran

Want to Want Me
Jason Derulo

One Last Time
Ariana Grande

Sound & Color
Alabama Shakes

Love Story
YelaWolf

Tomorrow We Live
KB

Cama Incendiada
Mana

Furious 7
Soundtrack

Kindred
Passion Pit

Montevallo
Sam Hunt

1989
Taylor Swift

If You’re Reading This...
Drake

IHold My Beer, Vol. 1
Randy Rogers & Wade Bowen

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Barbadian reggae and soca 
singer Biggie Irie. 

The festival’s opening leg is 
at the Film Society of Lincoln 
Center’s (FSLC) Walter Reade 
Theater (5/6-5/12), followed 
by four days of screenings at 
Harlem’s Maysles Cinema and 
wrapping at BAMCinematek 
(5/22-5/25).

There used to be a time when 
the only images coming from 
Africa were about poverty, dic-
tators and natural disasters. 
Some 25 years ago, NYAFF 
Founder Mahen Bonetti’s aim 
was to create a festival to chal-
lenge the prevailing narrative 
about Africa through the cin-
ematic arts.  

These (negative stereotypes) 
things existed Bonetti admits, 
“But there are so many positive 
things about Africa, particu-
larly its rich culture, that must 
be celebrated.” And, she set out 
to bring different observations 
and interpretations to a New 
York audience. Bonetti told 
those gathered Friday night 
how moved she was at the pub-
lic’s overwhelming response to 
the films over the years. 

The festival’s centerpiece 
film, “Red Leaves” by Ethiopian-
Israeli Bazi Gete, is a tale of an 
aging Ethiopian immigrant in 
Israel caught between his fight 
to keep homeland traditions 

alive and his children’s way of 
life in Israel — a film about 
family, tradition and modernity 
(Lincoln Ctr-5/8, 5/10).

Twenty-six films in the fes-
tival include a mystery/crime 
film, dramatic narratives, doc-
umentaries and shorts. Films 
take place or are from filmmak-
ers from Ghana, Brazil, South 
Africa, Nigeria, Senegal, Moroc-
co, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Kenya, Somalia, South 
Africa, Israel, Ivory Coast, Mau-
ritania, and Egypt. 

There are numerous New 
York premieres, five U.S. pre-
mieres, two classics revived 
(“Black Orpheus,” “Kirikou 
and the Sorceress”), a work-
in-progress documentary pre-
view and a screening of the 
Foreign Film Academy Award 
nominee Timbuktu (BAMCin-
ematek-5/23).

A festival subtheme “Women 
in the Media” explores strides 
of female filmmakers in the 
past decade and a half. Films 
include: “100% Dakar-More 
Than Art” by Sandra Krampel-
huber, “Cold Harbour” by Carey 
McKenzie, “Love the One You 
Love” by Jenna Bass, “The Nar-
row Frame of Midnight” by Tala 
Hadid, “Mossane” by Safi Faye 
(closing night 5/12), and “The 
Prophecy” by Marcia Juzga, and 

“Ziara.” Many of the filmmak-
ers will speak and field ques-
tions following the screenings. 

In Short Programs #2 (Lin-
coln Center, 5/6, 5/8): Women 
in the Media presents seven 
insightful diverse films by 
women from a retelling of Rosa 
Parks in “Bus Nut” by Akousa 
Adoma Owusu to a young girl’s 
encounter with the Orishas 
in Brazil in “The Summer of 
Gods” by Eliciana Nascimento. 

A free art exhibition “The 
Prophecy” accompanies the 
festival from May 6 - 17 at 
the Amphitheater in the Elinor 
Bunin Munroe Film Center. The 
environmental-themed photo-

graphs represent the intersec-
tion of art, fashion, mythology, 
and nature and raise awareness 
of environmental concerns. 
A behind-the-scenes digital 
exhibit of stills by Fabrice Mon-
teiro will show how the Beni-
nese-Belgian photographer cre-
ated the images. 

Festival Founder and Direc-
tor Bonetti revisits her mission, 
“We see that our community 
has not only helped bring our 
masters to the attention of glo-
bal audiences but that we con-
tinue to push to the forefront 
new voices that celebrate Africa 
in this important moment in 
history.”

Continued from page 33 

Moms Vincy contest winner

African Film Fest

Singer / rapper Blitz the Ambassador, along with socially 
conscious duo Les Nubians, and author Nana Ekua Brew-
Hammond (Power Necklance) participated in the panel Af-
rican Artists living in the Diaspora and discussed living and 
creating outside the continent.  Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued from page 33 

www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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Honor her with your message in Courier Life’s special issue published May 29, 2015
Deadline on Tuesday May 19, 2015

FULL PAGE

HALF PAGE (H)

HALF PAGE (V)

$1,800

$990

$990

8.75” x11.5”

8.75” x 5.6875” 

4.3” x 11.5”

QUARTER PAGE

EIGHTH PAGE

TWELFTH PAGE

$575

$300

$150

4.3” x 5.6875”

4.3” x 2.78”

2.83” x 2.78”

Celebrate Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction

Jean P. Alexander
Linda Allegretti
Gina Argano
Sharon Content
Dr. Laura D’Onofrio

Sanna Ezri
Jacqueline Florio
Debra Friedman
Dr. Karen Gould
Dari Litchman

Irene LoRe
Dr. K. Aletha Maybank
Denise McCLean
Laura McKenna
Ericka Medina

Joan Millman
Rev. Diana Nelson
Marianne Nicolosi
Maureen O’Malley-Byrnes
Diana Rafailova

Shelley Della Rocca
Theresa Scavo
Malika Shagaraeva
Sylvia Uziel
Limor Ziarno

AD RATES & DIMENSIONS

HONOREES

For More Information, Call Stephanie Stellaccio | 718-260-2575 | sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Join Us!

$100 per person
8015/23 13th Ave., Dyker Heights, NY

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Wednesday, June 10
Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.
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(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne                                                                                                           
Sunday, May 10, is ‘Derby Day’ when 

both local MLS teams go toe-to-toe for 
bragging right in the New York / New 
Jersey metropolitan area. The New 
York Red Bulls will host New York City 
FC at its haven — Red Bull Arena in 
Harrison (NJ), a place where the Red 

Bulls seldom lose - in the first of three 
MLS matchups between the clubs this 
season. The nationally televised show-
down will kick off at 7:00 p.m. on Fox 
Sports One.

Soccer everywhere thrives on der-
bies, local rivalries that encourage the 
competition to spill into the stands 

and continue as talking points in the 
neighborhoods and workplaces. In 
England, there is the famous Man-
chester Derby between (Manchester) 
United and (Manchester) City; in Lon-
don, there is never a dull moment 
when Chelsea FC meets Tottenham FC 

NY-NJ teams seek bragging rights

Continued on Page 40

By Azad Ali
CARICOM and the West Indies Crick-

et Board (WICB) have agreed to estab-
lish a panel to conduct a review of the 
government’s structure of the board.

This was the major outcome of a near 
five-hour meeting between CARICOM 
Cricket Governance Committee and the 
directors of the management of the 
WICB in Grenada recently.

CARICOM Chairman, Perry Christie, 
Prime Minister of the Bahamas and 
CARICOM secretary general, Ambassa-
dor Irwin La Rocque, also attended the 
meeting which took place recently at 

By Robert Elkin
It has been a team effort with all five 

positions coming out victorious and 
some by big scores at St. Francis Prep 
High School as its tennis team seeks 
a title. With two players already com-
mitting to college, one member of the 
tennis team Justin Belnavis still has 
not made up his mind about whether he 
stays locally or goes out of town. 

Justin, a former volley ball player 
during his third year of high school, 
returned to tennis, and is primarily 
a doubles player at St. Francis Prep, 
located in Fresh Meadows, Queens. Now 
he is concentrating mainly on the rac-
quet activity.

During the time that he was compet-

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Justin Belnavis of St. Francis Prep 
High School on the court. 
 Photo by Clifton Belnavis

New York Red Bulls forward Bradley Wright-Phillips (99) takes the ball up fi eld during the second half of an 
MLS soccer game against D.C. United, Sunday, March 22, 2015, in Harrison, N.J. The Red Bulls won 2-0. 
 Associated Press / John Minchillo

Doubles netter 
seeks title

Cricket panel to 
review WICB

DERBY DAYDERBY DAY



40    Caribbean Life, May 8-14, 2015 BQ

or when either those clubs plays Arsenal 
FC. Italy has the Milan Derby between 
Inter (Milan) and AC (Athletic Club of 
Milan). The MLS has its share of these 
rivalries as well, just take in a Western 
Conference Portland Timbers-Seattle 
Sounders matchup and watch the fans 
sing and shout and sit on the edge of 
their seats from start to finish; or watch 
the Canadian teams in MLS as they 
battle for the Amway Canadian Cham-
pionship between Toronto FC, Montreal 
Impact and the Vancouver Whitecaps. 
The game is made of derbies, nerve-
racking but exciting contests that are 
most memorable; and for the still-grow-
ing MLS, these added attractions are 
important for fans interest and growth.

After Sunday’s Red Bulls-New York 
FC showdown, the teams will meet 
again in Yankee Stadium, home of the 
inaugural New York FC franchise, on 
June 28 and kick back to Red Bull Arena 
on Aug. 9, both Sunday games. The first 

contest, though, is always the most 
important and usually the most excit-
ing as it sets the tone and establishes 
the mental advantage for the winner.  

The teams are on very different paths, 
but most of the season is still ahead. 
The established New York Red Bulls 
(3-1-4) set a season-opening record, 
playing seven games undefeated, but 
that streak ended with a 2-1 loss at old 
rival New England Revolution last Sat-
urday, May 2, while New York FC (0-5-2) 
is still winless after a 3-1 home loss to 
the Seattle Sounders last Sunday.

The Red Bulls surprised many who 
believed that this year could well be a 
very difficult season after parting with 
popular coach Mike Petke, who led the 
team to its first Supporters’ Shield Tro-
phy (the regular season title) in 2013, 
and also losing inspirational captain 
Thierry Henry, strong defender Jami-
son Olave and experienced midfielder 
Tim Cahill, but new coach Jesse Marsh 
managed to retool the team and give it 

a very promising outlook.
New York City FC is still hoping that 

Spain international, David Villa, dogged 
by injury, will eventually live up to his 
lethal-striker billing, and that former 
England international Frank Lampard 
will arrive soon from parent club Man-
chester City to help rescue the Jason 
Kreis-led team that seems searching for 
a field leader and starving for goals.

What also really makes Sunday’s 
matchup exciting, area bragging rights 
notwithstanding, are the underlying 
duels that exists: former Red Bull Mehdi 
Ballouchy has been scoring goals for 
New York City FC and may have some-
thing to prove; and so will two U.S. 
internationals – the Red Bulls Sacha 
Kljestan and Mix Dixkerud of NYFC 
—  who will be in a midfield battle. 
The two American coaches, Marsh and 
Kreis, will be locked in a tactical tussle, 
which will certainly add to the contest, 
but most importantly is the battle for 
the local fans.

ing in volleyball, he really liked this 
sport. He said that volley ball was 
kind of similar to tennis, and that’s 
why he switched back to tennis.

Justin’s father Clifton is a native 
of Jamaica, West Indies who resides 
in Elmont, Long Island. Before tak-
ing up residence here Belnavis lived 
in England. 

It was Clifton who first introduced 
his son into tennis at a young age. 
When Justin was about five years old, 
the two went to a nearby park to get 
him into the sport. The youngster 
joined a program conducted by Bill 
Biggs and along with his staff intro-
duced him into into the sport. Justin 
enjoyed tennis and played often at 
Roy Wilkins Park and in the Youth 
and Tennis program.

Justin took advantage of the les-
sons, kept on improving under the 
direction of Briggs and he contin-
ued the sport when he entered high 
school.

In a dual match against Archbish-
op Molloy High School, held at the 
latter’s home site, Alley Pond Park, 
he teamed with Matt Curceo to defeat 
Molloy’s Brendan Silva and Christian 
Cirillo, 6-0, 6-1, in second doubles to 
help his team win, 5-0. St. Francis 
after the match remained undefeated 
in dual competition by the same 5-0 
score.

Justin said that he speaks with his 
father 24-7.

“He sees potential in me,” Justin 
went on. “He (along with head coach 
at St. Francis Prep John  Brennan) 
help me out. He tells me not to be 
nervous (on the court). Just go out 
and play your (match).” 

During his time at St. Francis 
Prep, he stopped playing tennis for a 
while because he was getting better 
in volley ball. He ’s back again at ten-
nis concentrating on one sport.

“In tennis, I still have to work on 
my net game and back  hand, (to be a 
complete player),” he went on. “Now I 
love tennis!”

Coach Brennan feels optimistic 
about the team winning the Catholic 
High Schools Athletic Association 
city-wide tennis championship come 
later on in the month. Fordham Prep 
is the defending title holder, and in a 
dual match already earlier in the sea-
son, the Terriers won the match.

the Spice Island Beach Resort.
President of the WICB, Whycliffe 

“Dave” Cameron led the board’s team, 
which included the vice-president, direc-
tors, as well as the chief executive officer 
and corporate secretary.

The Cricket Governance Committee, 
which initiated the meeting, was estab-
lished by the heads of government to 

review the administrative and governance 
structure of WICB with a view to involv-
ing greater stakeholder participation.

It comprises the Prime Minister of 
Grenada, Dr. Keith Mitchell as chairman, 
Prime Minister of Antigua & Barbuda, 
Gaston Browne and Prime Minister of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr. Ralph 
Gonsalves.

It was agreed that the prime minister 

of Grenada, as chairman of the Cricket 
Governance Committee, will consult with 
the president of the WICB on the compo-
sition of the five-member panel.

According to a WICB press release, the 
CARICOM secretary general will prepare 
the terms of reference for the work of the 
panel and submit them to Prime Minister 
Mitchell who will also consult with the 
president of the WICB.

The Cricket Governance Committee 
and the WICB have also agreed that the 
panel will submit its recommendations 
within three months of the commence-

ment of its evaluation.
Upon receipt of the report, both sides 

are intent on collaborating with each 
other with a view to reversing the cur-
rent negative trends in the sport and 
governance.

The panel will comprise a member of 
the legal profession, a West Indies crick-
et legend, someone from academia, a 
member of the private sector and an 
individual knowledge of the work of 
the WICB.

Both parties expressed satisfaction of 
the outcome of the meeting.

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

New York City FC’s Kwadwo Poku, left, jumps over Seattle Sounders FC’s Osvaldo Alonso during the second half 
of an MLS soccer game at Yankee Stadium in New York, Sunday, May 3, 2015. The Sounders defeated the New 
York City FC 3-1.  Associated Press / Seth Wenig

NJ, NY soccer showdown

WI Cricket Board under review

Belnavis



Caribbean Life, May 8-14, 2015 41  BQ

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

*

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com $0
DOWN 

AVAILABLE  

UNTIL THE END OF
THE MONTH TO GET
THESE SAVINGS?!

*

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
VERSA

Stk #1734, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 15,687 mi. 

$11,995

$21,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
MURANO SL
PLATINUM
EDT. 

Stk #4965, V6, auto, all power, moonroof,
satellite, cd/mp3/aux, 37,059 mi. 

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
PREMIERE

Stk #1547, 6 cyl, auto, pwr steer/
brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 35k mi. 

$20,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN 
SENTRA

Stk #1725, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/
lks/mirrs, sunroof, 37,329 mi. 

$12,995
BUY FOR

2013 TOYOTA
COROLLA

$14,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1718, 4 cyl, pwr steer
/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 18,043 mi. 

2013 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO

$21,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1744, 6 cyl, auto, pwr
lks/mirrs/sts, leather, 31,943 mi. 

2011 HONDA
ACCORD 
EX-L

$15,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, htd & memory power sts., Bluetooth. 

2012 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA
TOURING

$11,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1714, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/
brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 32,000 mi.  

2013 MAZDA
MAZDA3i

$13,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1742, 4 cyl, auto, pwr winds/
lks/mirrs, Bluetooth, 11,734 mi. 

NAVI

NEW TIRES 

2012 HONDA
PILOT 
EX-L

$25,995
BUY FOR

Stk #056591, 6 cyl, auto, all power, leather,
alloys, 3rd row, Bluetooth, 25,500 mi. 

FULLY LOADED

BUY FOR

2011 HYUNDAI
SONATA GLS

Stk #1769, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/mirrs, 36,000 mi. 

$11,995

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6,
auto, air, nav, moonroof,
leather, heated seats,

Bluetooth. 

$22,495

BUY FOR

2013 HONDA
PILOT TOURING

Stk #U5000, 6 cyl, auto, all power, navi, leather, cd/mp3, sunroof, 26k mi. 

$30,995

PREMIERE
EDITION

2012 INFINITI
M37X

$32,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U4989, V6, auto, AWD, all pwr, 18”
alloys, 7” LCD screen, cd/mp3/aux, lthr,
back up cam, htd sts. & mirr., 19,918 mi. 

2013 INFINITI
G37X

$26,495
BUY FOR

Stk #U4983, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
cd/mp3, satellite, bluetooth, htd/cooled

sts., leather, 19,877 mi.

2010 INFINITI
QX56

$28,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U5024, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
cd/mp3/aux, satellite, bluetooth,

htd/cooled sts., leather, 51,584 mi.

Stk #U1784, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
cd/mp3/aux, satellite, bluetooth,

htd/cooled sts., leather, 20,820 mi.

2012 INFINITI
QX56

Stk #U5011, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
cd/mp3/aux, satellite, bluetooth,

htd/cooled sts., leather, 35,123 mi.

2013 INFINITI
G37X

$27,495
BUY FOR

Stk #U4968, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
cd/mp3/aux, satellite, bluetooth,

htd/cooled sts., leather, 17” alum whls,

2012 INFINITI
FX35

$33,495
BUY FOR

Stk #U4857, V6, auto, AWD, all power,
alum whls, leather, premium sound

systm, 32K mi.  

2013 INFINITI
JX35 
AWD

$33,995
BUY FOR

$42,995
BUY FOR

$44,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U5007, V6, auto, all power, cd/mp3/aux,
satellite, htd front bucket sts., pwr liftgate,

push button ign., 18” alloys, 35,812 mi. 

2012 INFINITI
M37X

$30,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U4993, V6, auto, AWD, all power, 18”
alloys, 7” LCD screen, cd/mp3/aux,

leather, back up cam, htd sts. & mirr.,

WHY WAIT 

2010 INFINITI
EX35 AWD

BUY FOR
NAVI

Stk #U5014, V6, auto, AWD, all
power, cd/mp3/aux, satellite,

bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.,
leather, 36,950 mi.

$24,995

2012 INFINITI
G37 COUPE

BUY FOR

2014 INFINITI
QX70
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Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN 

Certified Pre-Owned

�� 1 Year Maintenance Included (5)

�� 4000+ Cars Sold Each Year
�� 160 Point Safety Inspection
�� Buy with Confi dence

�� Luxury for Less
�� Extended Warranties 
 up to 8yr/100K(5)

�� We hand-select only the
 best off-lease & trade-in
  vehicles from our
 18-dealership network

WE CARRY ALL MAKES & MODELS

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

See dealer for benefi ts of 
Bay Ridge Certifi ed Program

DOWN PAYMENT (3)

           +
%APR FINANCING
AVAILABLE (4)0

New 2015 Nissan
Altima

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. 
MSRP: $24,035. 

Model# 13015 VIN# 207273 
STK#800556, 800548

$18,495
$1000 Finance Cash included (6)

New 2015 Nissan
Rogue S

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. 
MSRP: $24,045. 

Model# 22115 VIN# FC807934 
STK#800547, 800545

$19,995
$500 Finance Cash included (6)

2      OR MORE AT 
 THIS PRICE 2      OR MORE AT 

 THIS PRICE

  YOUR CHOICE

$109
per month

24 mos. lease
$2995 down

(7)

     No matter 
where you shop...
Before you make 
your decision, 
make us your last 
phone call.

Altima & Rogue

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Subject to residency restrictions. (7) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima = $2,616/$14,235; ‘15 Rogue = $2,616/$15,626. Due at sign = $2995 Down + 1st 
mo pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease based on 12k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter.  (3) For qual buyers based on primary lender approval. (4) Up to 72 mos for qual buyers. (5) Available. See dlr for 
details. (6) When financed thru NMAC. Subj to credit approval. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub.

5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-815-4441 | BayRidgeNissan.com | DMV#7076824   NYC DCA Lic. #698282

SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

West Indies fast bowler 
Kemar Roach has been out 
of form for a long period and 
that has caused a major prob-
lem with the West Indies team 
winning. Jerome Taylor was 
left with the heavy burden of 
trying to get the opposition 
out and inexperienced open-
ing batsmen caused the team 
many setbacks early in the 
match. Kraigg Braithwaite so 
far has done a reasonable good 
job as an opening batsman but 
has problems with the lifting 
ball and edging too much to 
the slips.

Jermaine Blackwood is a 
fine middle order batsman but 
others in the order have to 
step up to stabilize the batting. 
Captain Denesh Ramdin must 
be on top of his game. He is 
an experienced player and he 
must produce to enhance the 
efforts of the team. Bowling 
will be a main concern when 
Australia visits this June.

 
VEERASAMMY 
PERMAUL HAS 
GREAT POTENTIAL

Variation seems to be lack-
ing with all the West Indies 
bowlers. Bowling Coach Curtly 

Ambrose must have discussed 
with the bowlers to not bowl 
the same line continuous-
ly. Sulieman Benn is out of 
the squad because he bowls 
the same line frequently. He 
comes up with no slower nor 
faster flighted balls. Any qual-
ity spinner knows the impor-
tance of variation — one 
quicker straight ball from a 
spinner always has the pos-
sibility of picking up wickets. 
Australia’s Shane Warne is a 
perfect  example. 

Veerasammy Permaul seems 
to understand what it takes to 
pick up wickets. He still has to 
use the faster ball much more 
often. Devendra Bishoo is not 
a big turner of the ball and he 
bowls too short. 

 
WEST INDIES WiN 
BY ALLROUND 
PERFORMANCES

Apart from the fine per-
formances from the West 

Indies bowlers, their batsmen, 
Darren Bravo and Jermaine 
Blackwood played pivotal roles 
to ensure that the West Indies 
won the third and final Test 
match of the series. Black-
wood and Bravo gathered a 
partnership of 108 runs. Bravo 
scored 82 and Blackwood 47 
not out and he scored 85 in 
the first innings with 11 fours 
and 4 sixes.

 
WEST INDIES TIE 
SERIES 1-1

West Indies defeated Eng-
land by five wickets within 
three days at the Kensington 
Oval Ground in Barbados to 
even the series 1-1. England 
had scores of 257 and 123, 
the West Indies 189 and 194 
for 5. For England, Captain 
Alastair Cook scored 105 and 
for the West Indies Jerome 
Taylor picked up 3 wickets for 
36 runs in first innings. Fast 
bowler James Anderson who 

was named man of the series, 
picked up 6 wickets for 42 runs 
in the first innings from 12.4 
overs.

 
TAYLOR, HOLDER 
AND PERMAUL 
WRECK ENGLAND

West Indies bowlers dis-

played some spectacular 
performances in the second 
innings of the third and final 
Test match. Jerome Taylor 3 
for 33, Veerasammy Permaul 
3 for 43 and Jason Holder 3 for 
15. England was bowled out 
for 123 runs in their second 
innings.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ captain Denesh Ramdin, left, and teammate 
Jermaine Blackwood celebrate defeating England by fi ve 
wickets during day three of their third Test match at the 
Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Sunday, May 3, 
2015.  Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan

West Indies has multiple areas of concern
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PRE-OWNED OUTLET

866-382-3419
ONLINE 24/7 AT WWW.BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 5/31/15.

THE BAY RIDGE AUTOMOTIVE 
PRE-OWNED OUTLET 

8904 5TH AVE 
BROOKLYN, NY 11209

2014 Nissan Altima SV 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
15,425 Miles, 
STK P1447
$17,645

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$23,295

2014 Toyota RAV4 XLE AWD

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
2,126 Miles, 
STK P1456
$25,795

2014 Ford Escape SE

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
6,189 Miles, 
STK T1523
$22,495

2013 Toyota Corolla LE

Ask about our low-mileage
special program cars!

Manual, 1.8L 4 Cyl, STK P1451, Keyless Entry, Bluetooth

$15,295

2012 Nissan Sentra SR

CVT, 2.0L 4 Cyl, 
12,446 Miles, 
STK P1443
$14,996

2014 Toyota Camry LE

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
6,083 Miles, 
STK P1455
$18,795

2012 Honda Odyssey EX-L

Auto, 3.5L V6, 
23,231 Miles, 
STK T1464
$25,295

2013 Honda Accord Sport
Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
17,804 Miles, 
STK P7840

$19,295

2013 Toyota RAV4 LE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
38,020 Miles, 
STK P1462

$20,295

2014 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4
Auto, 4.0L V6, 
10,314 Miles, 
STK P1445

$27,795

2014 Toyota Camry SE
Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
13,001 Miles, 
STK P1449

$19,195

2013 Hyundai Accent
Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
23,904 Miles, 
STK P1529

$10,995

Pre-Owned

the

Pre-Owned

the

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

8904 5TH AVE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209

ONLY 
1,465 MILES!

BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!BUY NEW AT 

PRE-OWNED PRICES!
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